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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1947— No. 1* 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Monday, the 3rd February, 1947, at 2-1& p.m., 
being the first day of the First Session of 194/, pursuant to section 
62(2) (a) of the Government of India Act, 1935. 
v 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Bijot Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.*.), was 
in the Chair. . 

Oath of Members, 

, Mr, PRE8IDENT: Order, order. Honourable members who have not 
vet made or subscribed to their oath as required under section 67 of the 
Government of India Act, 1935, may do so now. 

The following members took the oath : — 

Mr. Eric Dermot Doyne, and 
Mr. Gerald Joseph Keeman Hook. 

Obituary References. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Honourable members of fthe 
Council, it is the melancholy duty of the Chair to refer to the demise of 
some, of the illustrious sons of India and some c.r-members of the Bengal 
Legislative Council since the House met last. .• 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviyu died at Benures at a ripe old age on the, 
10th November, OHO. He was thrice elected President of the Indian 
National Congress. A man of great erudition, his was a life dedicated to 
the service of his motherland. One of the greatest educationists he was 
the founder and life and soul of the Benares University. He was also for 
a long time a member of the United Provinces Legislative Council and of the 
Imperial Legislative Council. He took a great part in the debate on the 
Rowlatt Bill. Pandit Malaviya was a great leader of the Hindu Community. 
He was also associated with the Hindu Mahasabha movement. In his death 
India has lost one of her devoted sons and a great patriot. 

Mr. Prasanna t)eb Raikut, an ^-member of the old Bengal Legislative 
Council and an <%r-Minister of Bengal, also died during the recess. 
Mr. Raikut came from an ancient and aristocratic family of North Bengal. 
He was a generous landlord and a sincere friend. He was a man of amiable 
disposition and widely respected in Bengal. We all mourn his loss. 

Mr. Abdool Rezak Hajee Abdul Suttar who was a member of the Council 
of State and a member of the old Bengal Legislative Council also died. 
Mr. Abdool Rezak belonged to a respectable ancient Cutchi Muslim family 
of Bombay and was connected with various public and charitable organise* 
tions in Calcutta. He was one of the leading citizens of the city and was 
also associated with the Muslim Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy was a member of the old Legislative Counoil 
and was also returned to the Bengal Legislative Assembly in 1937 and wa» 
later elected as its Deputy Speaker. He was a member of the Calcutta 
Corporation for a long time. We all mourn his loss. ' 

Nawabzada A. F. M. Abdul Ali also died. He was a member of Die 
Bengal Provincial Civil Service apd retired from it several years ago* He 
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Win appointed to the post of Keeper of Imperial Records of the Govern 
shout of India in 1921. He also officiated on different occasions as Librariai 
jhl the Imperial Library He was the Honorary Secretary to the Board o 
Trustee of the Indian Museum. He was also a member and Secretary o 
the Indian Historical Records. He was the first Indian President of thi 
Calcutta Rotary Club. 

Mr. D. C. Ghose who used to be the President of the Calcutta Improve 
ment Trust Tribunal died on thl 14th January last. He also served as j 
C ommissioner of the Calcutta Corporation in the old regime and was j 
member of the old Legislative Council. He was long associated with tin 
late Surendra Nath Banerjea. 

/May their souls rest in peace. 

I would now request the honourable members to rise in their places ai 
a mark of respect to the departed souls. 

(Members rose in their places.) 

Thank you. Now with the permission of the House 1 would convey the 
sympathy of the Legislative Council to the members of the bereaved families 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Muslim education in Bengal. 

1. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of th« 
Education Department lx* pleased to state whether any post-war scheme foi 
rapid spread of education of all kinds among the Muslims of Bengal has been 
prepared or is being prepared by the Government to be put in operation attei 
the warP 

(b) l)o the Government of Bengal propose to create a special fund of Rs.2£ 
lakhs for encouragement of Muslim education in Bengal as recommended ii 
the resolution unanimously passed on the Uth August, 1938, in the Bengal 

.Legislative Council P 

(c) If not, why notP 

(d) What special measures have been taken by the Government for th< 
rapid spread of education among Muslim girls in Bengal P 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (th< 
Handle Mr. Saiyed Muazzamudtfin Hosain): (<n Yes. 

(b) Government lias decided to make a special allotment of Rs.10 lakhi 
a year for advancement of Muslim education and has for the remaining 
months of the current year already alloted Rs.4,36,0(X). 

(<?), Does not arise. 

( d) Special measures taken by Government for the spread of edueatioi 
among the Muslim girls — 

(*) establishment of a first grade Arts College in Calcutta— Lad} 
Brabourne College; 

(ii) creation of 12 scholarships for students in classes V to X of thi 
Sakhawat Memorial Girls' School, Calcutta; 

(Hi) creation of 28 scholarships (14 of Rs,t> and 14 of Rs.8 each i 
month tenable for two years) for the Muslim girls reading in 
classes Y1I to X of other Secondary Schools in Bengal; 

(tv) creation of 4 scholarships of Rs.8 each a month tenable for font 
years (awarded on the results of the Junior Madrasah Exami- 
nation); 

(*) creation of two graduate scholarships of Rs.30 each per month ten&bl< 
for two years; 
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creation of one graduate scholarship of Rs.30 per month tenable for 
one year at the Dacca University ; ' 


(jtf) creation of three training stipends of Rs,30 each per mohth avail* 
able for B.T. training; 

(vtii) special stipends are also awarded every year from the normal allot- 
ment of the Director of Public Instruction for the benefit of 
Muslim girls in educational institutions, madrasahs, schools, 
colleges and Universities; 

(id?) out' of the allotment of Rs. 1,00,000 provided in the current year's 
Education budget for maintenance grants to madrasahs a sum of 
Rs.25,000 is being spent for aid to girls’ madrasahs; and 
(j) a sum of about Rs.25,000 is also annually spent for aid to madrasahs 
out of the normal allotment of the Director of Public Instruction 
for the purpose. 


Mr. BIJOY 8INCH NAHARs Sir, I find that the question was to have 
been answered in 1944. May 1 know how many such questions remain 
unanswered and when they will be answered? 

Mr. PRESIDENT. I do not think it is possible for the Hon'ble 
Minister to answer that question. That question might be put to the 
particular Ministers concerned. In any case, 1 shall try to find out from 
the Council Department how many questions arc still pending to he 
answered. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state why this question remained unanswered for such a 
long time? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; Evidently 
it was overlooked. 

* Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased 
to state whether there has been an\ special allotment of funds tor the 
advancement of education of the members of the other communities? 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: For the 

Scheduled Castes an additional grant of Rs. 5 lakhs is going to he ullotted 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: F or other communities, such as Hindus, 
etc. 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: For 

Buddhists and Anglo-Indians we have allotted some funds. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May we know why the Hindus have 
beep left out ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: These com* 
munities are supposed to he backward in education and for their educational 
advancement special grants have been provided for. 

Supply of more petrol to the but owners in Comilla. 

2. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: «j> Will the Handle Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether quite as many 
buses as are plying between Coinilla and Compsnyganj (20 miles), fyetw’een 
Utomilla and Daudkandi (30 miles), and between Comilla and ]>aksam (16 
Ipiles) are lying idle at Comilla for want of petrol? 

(&) Is it a fadt that between all these stations, there is a huge concourse 
of travelling public many of whom have to return disappointed eVery day for 
*«nt of even standing accommodation, not to speak of sitting, accommoda- 
tion? 
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(c) Will Government consider the desirability of issuing more permits 
or licences to bus owners and arrange to supply them with required petrol 
to run them in addition to those buses which are now running to remove a 
long-felt want of the public, particularly in view of the fact that there is nc 
railway communication in the direction of Comilla-Companyganj or Comilla- 
Dnudkandi P 

MINISTER in charge of HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr B H. S. Buhriwirdy): (a) There aTe three routes, viz., Comilla-Daud- 
kandi, Comilla-Companygenjt Comilla-Laksam. On the first route 16 trips 
per day are made by 16 out of 25 buses. On the second route 9 trips pei 
day are made by 9 out of 16 buses. The service on the Laksam route has 
been discontinued owing to the increase in the number of train services. No 
increase in the number of trips is considered necessary at present and it is 
not a fact that any buses on these routes are lying idle for want of petrol. 

(b) No. The number of trips and the accommodation in buses have been 
increased to cope adequately with the existing traffic. 

(c) The power to issue permits is vested in the local Regional Transport 
Authority and not the Provincial Government. The Regional Transport 
Authority have reported that the position will Ik* reviewed sympathetically 
from time to time. The District Authorities are authorised to issue petrol 
to stage carriages according to the actual demand. 

8eourity prisoner, Mr. Tarakeswar Prasad 8mha. 

3. Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA (on behalf of 
Mr. Humayun Kabir): (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Home Department be pleased to state if Tarakeswar Prasad Sinlia, a security 
prisoner in the Dum l)um Central Jail, was a student of Jadabpur Engineer- 
ing College at the time of his arrest ? 

( b ) Is it a fact that on the 1 Oth. September, 1944, he applied to the 
Government for j^rmission to qualify as an engineer through a postal course 
offered by the British Institute of Engineer and Technology* (London)? 

(c) Are the Government prepared to grant him permission for under- 
taking the course and to help him with necessary fees for the purpose? 

The Hon’bJe Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Bubu Tarakeswar Prasad 
Sinha was released from the Bhagalpur Central Jail on 27th December, 1945, 
on transfer from Bengal. I have no information that he was a student of 
Jadavpur Engineering College at the time of his arrest beyond his own 
assertion in a petition. 

(b) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Internment of 8J. Chittaranjin Das of Daoca. 

4. Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA (on bohalf of 
Mr. Humayun Kabir): {a ) Will the Hon’ble Minister ih charge of the 
Home Department he pleased to state if he is aware that Sj. Chittaranjan 
Das of village Champakdi, post office Ichapur, in poLice-station Serajdigha 
in Dacca, has been home interned in his village? 

^6) Is he aware that the said Sj. Chittaranjan Das was a student of the 
B-Sc. dass in the City College at the time of his restriction? 

(c) Is he aware that he has applied to the Registrar, Calcutta University, 
through the District Magistrate for permission to appear at the B.A. Exami- 
nation this year? 

(d) Is be aware that the said internee's application has not been forwarded 
tgr the District Magistrate in spite of repeated reminders? 
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‘ k « •*•*? A»t the Mid internee hag been allowed no allowance 
for Jus maintenance or education P 

Ttt Hou’We Mr. H.8. SUHRAWARDY: («) The order of reatriotion 
on thi» person was cancelled on 11th October, 1946. 

(6) to («) Do not arise. 

Detention of Mr. Haripada Das as a security prisoner 

ssar Jan w £ 

Home Department be pleased to state if he is aware that Mr. Haripada Das 
of Madanpur is now detained as a security prisoner in the Rajshahi Jail? 

detention ***** ^ at sa ^ ^ r ‘ ^ as maintained his family before bis 

(c) Is he aware that there are five members in the said Mr. Das’s family P 

{d) Will he please state the amount of allowance sanctioned for mainte- 
nance of his family after his arrest ? 

(e) Have the Government sanctioned any increase in his allowance to 
neutralise the increase in cost of living? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: (a) He has been released. 

(6) to (e) Do not arise. 

Security prisoner, Mr. Nirmal 8en of Dices. 

6. Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA (on behalf of 
Mr. Humayun Kabir): («) Will the Hon’ble Minister in char"'f the 
Rome Department he pleased to state ii he is aware that Mr. Nirmal Sen 
ol Dacca is detained as a security prisoner in the Buxa Special Jail ? 

(b) Is it a fact that Mr. Sen is a suspected T.B. patient? 

(<■) What arrangements have the Government made for his treatment" 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) He hag been releaaed. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 

Admission of sick destitutes to the different hospitals in Calcutta. 

Hath RMt. H w n D o!* < on b « half of R«i Bahadur dogandra 

5!r?,i j r " ^° D b e Mlnlster 111 charge of the Department of 

iiealtb and Local Self-Government be pleased to state— 

(a) the number of admissions of sick destitutes to the different hospitals 
of Calcutta, since December, 1944, giving the number separately 
month by month ; and 

ib) how many of them died in the hospitals, and how many of them were 
discharged ? 

*««> RA8R,D: Ma J' 1 answer the quextion on behalf of the 
*ion ble Minister in charge? 

AHMiD: Sir, is it the practice that the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary may answer the questions when the Hon’bie Minister is 
“Hueeif present? 

It is better that the Hon‘ble Minister liimself 
•nouia as far as possible answer the questions. 

»J? , *k MA k" , E U > HU « OHOWDHURYl To be more courteou. to the 
-House be should do so. 
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MINISTER In ohm of the DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND LOCAl 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed All): (a) and (b] 

A statement furnishing the necessary figures from December, 1944, t < 
August, 1946, is laid on the Table. 

Statement referred to in reply to question No. 7 showing the number oi 
admissions , discharges and deaths of “Sick destitutes ” in the A. G 
(Ea-F.R.E.) Hospitals if Calcutta during December , 1944, to August 
1946. 


Year. 

Month. 

Admissions 

Discharges. 

Deaths. 

1944 

. . December 

476 

329 

222 

1946 

. . January 

331 

279 

150 


February 

254 

284 

97 


March 

279 

230 

115 


April 

May 

167 

105 

82 


82 

62 

43 


June 

106 

40 

48 


July 

122 

42 

62 


August 

152 

54 

51 


September 

159 

109 

68 


October 

150 

77 

64 


November 

129 

74 

61 


December 

126 

46 

63 

1946 

January 

213 

69 

59 


February 

120 

73 

47 


March 

127 

94 

47 


April 

May 

113 

68 

34 


, . 107 

54 

32 


June 

146 

70 

58 


July 

133 

68 

54 


August 

90 

47 

52 


Promotion of Indian I.P. to the rank of Deputy Inspector. General. 

8. Khan Bahadur CHYA8UDDIN PATHAN : Will the Hon’ble Ministe 
in charge of the Chief Minister’s Department be pleased to state — 

(a) why no Indian l.P. is promoted to the rank of Deputy Inspector 

General ; and 

(b) whether there is any rule or order to the effect that every fift! 

appointment in the rank of Deputy Inspector-General will go SB 

Indians? 

MINISTER in charge of the CHIEF MINISTER'S DEPARTMEN1 
(the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): («) Indian I.P. officers are equal]; 
eligible for promotion to the rank of lieputy Inspector-General of Polic 
with European officers and have in fact been promoted. 

(6) No. 

Khan Bahadur CYASUDDIN PATHAN: May I know how many o 
the Indian officers have been promoted to the rank of Deputy Inspectoi 
General within the last 10 years? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I ask for notice. It is no 
a matter that I can possibly be aware of. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is the Hon’ble Minister awar 
that, under the rules for recruitment to the I.P. service, the age, in th 
case of Indians, is fixed at between 22 and 24 years whereas in the case o 
Europeans the age is linTited to 22 years. The result is that the India; 
officers retire before they attain sufficient seniority to be promoted over th 
European officers and unless there is a change of policy by the Governmen 
there is no chance for some time to come for any Indian to get to the highe 
posts of Inspector-General or Deputy Inspector-General. 
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Hen’bl* Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDYs Instead of asking for 

information the honourable member is himself supplying me the informa- 
tion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think that question arises. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: It arises in this way, Sir, that 
promotions are made according to seniority and my question is based on the 
fact that the Indian officers before they attain sufficient seniority are 
compelled to retire. ' 

Poundra-Kshattriya. 

9. Mr. PATIRAM ROY* (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Chief Minister’s Department be pleased to state whether he is aware — 

( / 1 that the Government of Bengal accepted the name Poundru- 
Rshattriya in place of the caste-name “Pod” in the year 1988; and 

(ii) that His Majesty’s Government was requested subsequently by the 
Government of Bengal through the Government of India to 
substitute the term Poundra-Kshattriya for “Pod” in the Govern- 
ment of India (Scheduled Castes) Order, 1980? 

< }> i If the answer to part (</i is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister he pleased to state whether any information as to the amendment of 
the aforesaid Order has been obtained b\ the Government of Bengal from 
the Secretary ot State for India? 

(et If not, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is 
considering the desirability tot moving uguin II is Majesty’s Government 
through the Government of India foi the substitution of Poundra-Kshattriya 
for the name “Pod” in the Government of India (Scheduled Castes) Order, 

m fi? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : (<n (m and {in Yes. 

{ h > No. 

(ei Thin Government has already recommended to the Secretary of State 
through the Government of India that the name of the caste “Pod” in the 
Scheduled Caste* Order should be changed to “Poundra-Kshattriya”. The 
matter now rests entirely with the Secretary of State. 

Physical and military training for students of Bengal. 

10. Mr. SULTANUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of Mr. Nur Ahmed): 

Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Home Department he* pleased to 
state whether any plan or scheme has been prepared by the Government of 
Bengal to impart physical and military training to the students of Bengal 
high schools and colleges and madrasahs and also to impart physical and 
military training to the Government officers of Bengal Government between 
ages 20 to 40 yearly for a period ot one year or two? It not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: A* regard* schools and 
madrasahs, the answer is in the affirmative. It is hoped that improved 
physical education including elements of militan training would be possible 

impart in the improved t\pe of secondary schools Government are attempt- 
mg to set up as a post-war reconstruction measure. For college students, 
facilities have been provided by the Central Government for military traiuiug 
°f a limited number through the C.O.T.C. 

2. The Central Government have decided to start a National War 
Academy and there is a proposal to have feeder institutions attached to it in 
the Province. The Central Government are also considering the possibilities 

Establishing a National Cadet Corps for imparting military education in 
««hools and colleges. The proposals are under consideration. 
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3. Government do not consider it necessary to impart physical training 
to their officers. Adequate facilities already exist for voluntary military 
training of Government officers in the A.I.K.O., Auxiliary and Territorial 
Forces, etc. 

Mr. tULTANUDOIN AHMED: With reference to paragraph 2 of the 
reply, is the feeder instituticjp to be a provincial institution or will it he 
managed by the Central Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. iUHRAWARDY: The proposal is under 
consideration, but I think, generally speaking, that it would be a provincial 
concern. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Have the Provincial Government any 
scheme of their own for physical and military training for students of 
Bengal ? 

The Hoft’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHR AWARD Y: I am afraid up till now the 
Government has not applied its mind to it. 4 

* 

Alleged molestation of a lady pedestrian on the 29th duly, 1948, on 
Chowringhee Road. 

11. Miss E. M. R0BERT80N: Will the Double Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to state whether he is aware ot the 
tact that on Monday, the 29th July, 194(>, opposite No. 40, Chowringhee 
Itoad, certain hooligan element consisting of boys under 14 years of age 
molested a lady pedestrian walking along the road at 12-JO p.rn.? It so, 
will he kindly take steps to eradicate* this evil from the city, namely, the 
molestation of women on the streets of Calcutta by these hooligan boys? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No {pick incident was reported 
to the local police or is known to have occurred. Any specific case brought 
to notice will he adequately dealt with. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: What about the specific case mentioned 
by the questioner? Was this mutter referred to the police for enquiry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 regret that this case was 
not there specifically as it was not possible for us to contact the lady 
pedestriun unless we knew her name and address. 

Mr. LALIT OHANDRA DAS: Was any attempt made to refer this 
matter to the polioe so that the police could contact the questioner and get 
the name of the lady pedestrian? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : No attempt was made. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Regrettable. 

Mr. HAMIDDL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Was any attempt made to find 
out from the lady who put the question further facts about the lady 
pedestrian ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: As I have said, no attempts 
were made. Obviously, it is a general event and it has nothing to do with 
the lady in question. What Miss Robertson evidently asks for is what can 
be done so that molestation of people by the hooligan element may he stopped, 
and a* far a# that is concerned, I hope Government is now sufficiently able 
both psychologically and physically to cope with the situation. 

Shadowing of Mr. Humayun Kabir by tho agents at tbs Intslligsnoa 

Branch. 

It. Mr. BIJOY 8INCH NAHAR (on bohaif of Mr. By* BadnnMuja): 

Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased 
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to state if He is aware that agents of the Intelligence Branch have been 
shadowing Mr. Hupiavun Kabir, a member of this House, since August,. 
1942? 


(b) Will he please state whether these agents were appointed under orders 
of the Government of Bengal? 

(r) (t) What reports, if any, have these agents submitted till now; and 
(it) what action, if any, have the Government taken on such reports? 

( d ) If the reply to part (c)(»i) be in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state why public* money has been spent on these agents for 
somanyyears? 


The HOfi’Mt Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : (a) No. 

(6) to (d) Do not arise. 


Police arrangement in Caloutta on the 18th August, 1846. 

13, Mr. PATIRAM ROY* fa) Will the Hon'ble Miuister in charge of 
the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that no police arrangement was made in Calcutta particularly in the 
wards 19 and 18 on the 16th August, 1946, the date declared as 
the “Direct Action Day” by the Muslim Leugue; 

(tt) that a great many shops in Calcutta were halted by the yoondns on 
the very day; and 

(in) that no police help was available to the shopkeepers in spite of 
soliciting help from the local police-stations? 

{b) If the answer to part {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons thereof ? 

(c) Will the Hon 'Mo Mi njster be pleased to lay on the Table a copy of 
the “Duty Charts” of the police (officers and constables) of the police-stations 
Entally, Taltala, Beniapukur and Bartnla in Calcutta, on the 16th and I7tb 
August, DM6? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a)(i) No. It is not a fact. 
But the police arrangements were made on the 16th August. 

(it) Yes. Shops were looted on that day. 

(fiV) No. As far as possible within the ability of police such help 
was given. 

( b ) Does not arise. » 

(c) All police registers connected with Calcutta disturbances have been 
sent in original to the Enquiry Committee and therefore no chart of duty on 
these days could be given. 

# 

Attack of Dr. M. N. Day’s house by tha hooligans on tha 18th August, 1848. 

14. Mr. PATIRAM ROY. (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of 
the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fai t — 

(i) that the house of Dr. M. N. Dev, a Professor of the Calcutta Medical 
College, was raided by hooligans with lut h is&l aggers, etc., on tha 
16th August, 1946; 

fw) that Dr. Dey informed the police officers of Lalbasar for saving the 
male and female members of his family and property as well from 
the hands of the ruffians : and 

(m) that no police help was given to Dr. Dey at that time? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state who were the hooligans and why the police officers did not 
car® to take steps in this matter? 
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(c) Did the Government communicate the orders to the police in Calcutta 
not to take steps whatsoever against the looting, robbery, theft, etc., on the 
16th and 17th August, 1946? 

The Hoft’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; (a\(i) and ( ii ) It has been 
ascertained from Dr. Dey that on the 16th August, 1946, at about 1 p.m., a 
large mob attacked his house gX P/32, Ganesh Chandra Avenue, and caused 
damage. Dr. Dey rang up Lalbazar. 

(Hi) On the 16th August, 1946, when the information came the force was 
all out in other areas. So no party could be sent at the time from Lai bazar. 
(h) The identity of the hooligans is unknown, vide reply to (a)(iu) above. 
(c) No. 


Communal riot in Calcutta on the 18th August, 1948. 

15« Mr. HARJDA8 MAZUMDAR (on behalf of Rai Bahadur dogendra 
Nath Ray): Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of th% Home Department 
be pleased to state — * 

(a) cause or causes of the communal riot continuing on the 16th August, 
1946 ; ' * 

(h) the number of (0 deaths, U i) wounded persons, and ( nt ) houses burnt 
or looted, giving separately the number of Hindus and Muslims; 

(c) the steps taken by the Government to bring the situation under con- 

trol; and 

(d) if be will make a general statement on the whole subject? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWiVRDY: (a) to (d) These mutters have 
lK»en referred to an Enquiry Commission appointed b\ the Government of 
Bengal, and Government do not consider that it would.be proper to anticipate 
the findings of the Commission liefore its re)*ort is submitted. 


8trike of the staff of the Imperial Bank of India. 

16. Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: («> Will the 
Hon *1 de Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state 
if he is aware that all the branches of the Imperial Bank of India working 
iti this Province have ceased to function owing to the strike of its staff? 

(b) If so, have the Government taken any steps to provide facilities for 
the public to cash pay orders issued by the Government in all its departments 
upog the Imperial Bank branches? 

fc) Lf not, do the Government projKw to take immediate steps to pro- 
vide such facilities? 


„ in ch»rg. of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

W ® M ^MMED ALI): Yes; the strike has since- been called off 

with effect from the 16th September, 1946. 


(6) Arrangements were made for the carrying out of treasury functions 
in the banking treasuries as far as jiossible during the period of the strike, 

(c) Does not arise. 


Rooommsndattons of Mr. Kirby, Rationing Advisor to tho Government of 
India, rogardmg balancod dial, milk schomo and midday feeding in 
sobools, etc. 

17. Mr. 8ULTANUODIN AHMED (on behalf of Mr. Nur Ahmad): 

(a) Mill the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of Health and 
Local Self-Government be pleaded to state if the attention of Government 
of Bengal has been drawn to the recommendations of Mr. Kirby, the Ration- 
ing Adviser to Government of India, regarding vital importance of balanced 
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tiet, industrial canteens, milk scheme, midday feeding of tohool children, 
ipenin# of nutrition restaurants to display model food and to train people 
o prepare balanced food, food advice centres for disseminating knowledge 
hout Balance food? 

{Jn If so, Lave the Government of Bengal taken any step so far to 

mplement any of these recommendations ? 

(c) If so, what are they ? 

(d) If not, why not? 

The Hon'We Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: (a) Yes 

(6) to ( d ) Government in the Health and Local Self-Government Depart- 
nent have already approved a Public Health Nutrition scheme, as a post- 
war development measure;, which envisages the creation of a nutritional 
itganisation at the Provincial Headquarters. Its function will mainly 
nclude periodical nutritional health survey, studying the composition of 
foods available in the Province, investigation into the problem of tech- 
jology of foods with a view to better utilisation and conservation of 
mtritive factors 6f foods, arranging short course of training on dietaries, 
>rganising propaganda of food and nutrition, etc. 

A scheme for setting up a model nutrition restaurant id under prepara- 
tion in the Directorate of Rationing. 

Government in thtf Education Department have got a tiffin scheme for 
boys and girls of aided high schools and senior madrasahs of Bengal 
(including Calcutta) with an annual provision of lts.45,000. That 
Department also contributes towards*& school-feeding scheme of the All- 
luma institution of Hygiene and Public Health for primary and secondary 
school children in the Singur Health Unit. v 

As regards industrial ^canteens, the policy of Government is to encourage 
the establishment of conked food canteens at factories and for this purpose 
an allotment of rationed articles up to 50 per cent, of the normal allotment 
is sanctioned by the Rationing Directorate. As far as information is avail- 
able, there are 283 canteens set up by factory authorities or other parties 
supplying meals or snacks and tea or both, which cater to 171,000 labourers 
and other persons daily. 

Government have no milk scheme of their own but it is understood that 
several factories and such charitable institutions as the Indian Red Cross 
Society who are financed by the Government have mude arrangements for 
supplying milk free or at concessional rates to certain classes of persons. 


Station of the post of Additional 8urgeon to the Celoutte Mtdieal College. 


18. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
n charge of the Department of Health and Local Self-Government lie pleased 
to state when and under what circumstances the post of Additional Surgeon 
to the Calcutta Medical College Hospital was created ? 

i&> How many B.M.S. and non-B.M.S. men were appointed to the post 
Hum 1936 to 1946? What was the tenure of service of each one of them? 


v iw. ^ as t k 0re an > application from a senior B.M.S. or B„U.S. man with 
r.K.C.S. qualification for the post in 1941 ? Did he serve as Senior Surgeon 
.*} Emergency Medical Service in the Medical College from 1941 to 1944? 
If m f what was the record of his service? 

Was any one outside B.M.S. appointed to the post between 194b 
to 1944 in preference to the said F.R.C.S.P If so, what was the reason? 


(c) Did the said F.R.C.S. send a memorial to His Excellency the Dover- 
Qor of Bengal in 1944? If so, what was the result? 
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The Hoit’tile Mr. MOHAMMED AL1: (a) The post- of Additional Sm 
geon, Medical College Hospital, Calcutta, was created in July, 1923, fo 
ine proper and efficient working of that hospital. 

(b) Two B.M.S. and one non-B.M.S. men were appointed to the post fron 
1936 to 1946. Their tenure of service is shown below — 

l)r. P. N. Hoy, F.R.c.gf (Eng.), non-B.M.S., held the post for 5 year 
from 17th June, 1936, to 16th fune, 1941. 

l>r. M. Ameen, b.m.s., held the post from 17th June, 1941, to 8th Jann 
ary, 1942, and again from 17th November, 1944, to 23rd May 
1946. 

Dr. Tinkari Acharjee, b.m.s., has been appointed to act in the post sine 
22nd October, 1946. * "V 

p> 

During the intervening periods the work of the post was managed b; 
internal arrangement. 

(c) Yes. Dr. S. C. Sinha, f.r.c.s. OSdin.), Professor of Anatomy, of th 
B.G.S. (formerly of B.M.S.), applied for the post in *1941. Ha^ served as 
Senior Surgeon in the Emergency Medical Service in the Medical Golleg 
Hospital, Calcutta. His wqrk appears to have been satisfactory. 

(d) None outside the B.M.S. was appointed to the post between 194 

to 1944. Dr. M. Ameen, the then B.M.S. incumbent df the post, was depute 
for A.B.P. work for some time. But as he was permitted to retain a liei 
on the post of Additional Surgeon, Medical College Hospital, Calcutta, th< 
work of the post during his absinc*, wa* managed by the Second Honorary 
Additional Surgeon of the Medical College Hospital by way of interna 
arrangement. # ' 

(e) Yes. His Excellency considered the memorial and decided that th* 
memorialist could be considered for appointment to a senior Surgical pos 
in the Medical College Hospital only after he had replenished his surgica 
skill by serving for a year as a teacher of surgery in a medical school. 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA SANYALs From answer (r> it appears tha 
l)r. S. C. Sinba served as u Senoir Surgeon m the Emergency Medica 
Service in the Medical College Hospital, Calcutta, and it appears also fron 
answer (r) that he could be considered tor appointment as such after he hie 
replenished his surgical skill, etc. But will the Hon’ble Minister be please 
to- state whether serving ns Senior Surgeon in the Emergency Medicu 
Service was not sufficient qualification for this appointment and was it no 
sufficient to replenish his surgical skill)' 

Mr. PRESIDENT. That is asking tor information. 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL. Sir, it is a point for information 
Because the Hon’ble Minister has said in the answer that “He served as 
Senior Surgeon in the Emergency Medical Service in the Medical Colleg 
Hospital, Calcutta.’’ 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. MOHAMMED ALI. It was for a very short period. 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA AANYAL: Was it not sufficient fo 
replenishing his surgical skill? 

Tbi HOft’bto Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: That was not considers 
sufficient for the purpose of holding a high post in the Surgical Departmen 
in the Medical College, Calcutta. Moreover, he must also have teaching 
experience, because the Professor of Surgery is also Professor of Clinics 
Surgery and has to teach in the Medical College. 
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ftapritMiwt of iio»-I.M.8. mm to ths port of P rrtt ttt r of Cliniool Ourgsry 
in the Caloutta Medial dollop, 

19. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SAHYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minuter 
in charge of the Department of Health and Local Self-Government be pleased 
:o state when and under what circumstances the post of Professor of Clinical 
Surgery in the Calcutta Medical College was maae open to non-I.M.S. men? 

(b) Was the post advertised §nd selection made through Selection Board 
u Public Service Commission? 

(c) Was the post ever advertised for Muhammadans only? 

(d) Does the post come under provision of Communal Ratio Rules? 

( e ) What was the report of the Public Service Commission on the merits 
if the Muhammadan appl&attiS? 

(/) Was the post again advertised for temporary appointment? If so, 
m what grounds? 

(g) Why was not the present incumbent made permanent? 

The Hdn’bto Mr. MOHAMMED ALI : (a) and (b) Prior to 1927, both the 
posts of Professor of Surgery as well as of Professor of Clinical Surgery were 
reserved. * for I.M.S. officers. Since March, 1927, the latter post was 
[{preserved, but I.M.S. officers continued to hold it till 31st March, 1931. 
The post was then filled up by non-J.M.S. officers after advertisement, on 
the recommendation of Selection Committees appointed from time to time 
until the constitution of the Provincial Public Service Commission. Under 
the I.M.S.* (Civil) (Reserved Posts) Rules, 1939, which superseded all pre- 
vious orders ou the subject, one of the two posts of Professor of Surgery and 
Professor of Clinical Surgery, Medical College, Calcutta, was reserved for 
I.M.S. officers. Since then the post of Professor of Surgery was being held 
by I.M.S. officers and the other post, filled by non-I.M.S. officers woo are 
appointed on the recommendation of the Public Service Commission after 
advertisement. 

(r) When a vacancy occurred in 1943 which was to 1* filled up on a 
temporary basis, it was reserved for Muslims and advertised through Public 
Service Commission. 

id) Yes. 

The Public Service Commission did not consider any of the applicants 
suitable for the post. 

if) Yes, in accordance with the principle of the Communal Ratio Rules 
the post was thrown open to candidates of all comm unities. 

(g) The post wan filled up only temporarily during the war. The candi- 
date selected tor temporary appointment cannot be considered for permanent 
appointment except after readvertisement for a permanent vacancy with due 
1 ‘‘gat'd to the Communal Ratio Rule**. 


KaJa-azar in Bengal. 


20. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 

charge of the Department of Health and Ix)cal Self-Ooverntnent be pleased 
to state — 

itf) the daily average number of kala-az^r patients attending the outdoor 
H f Calcutta School of Tropical Medicine in 1944 and in 1946; 

(6) if it is a fact that most of the cases came from En tally and Tiljala 
areas within Calcutta; 

(c) if it i* a fact that kala-azar is rapidly spreading in the districts of 
Murahidabad, Dinajpur, Rang pur, Mymensingb Faridpur and 
Bakarganj reaching. an alarming figure in 1946-46; 
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(d) i! any expert was sent to the affected areas for investigation ; if sc 

what was the report; and 

(e) what steps the Government are taking to prevent and check th 

progress of kala-azar in Bengal? 

Th# Hon’IHe Mr. MOHAMMED ALIs (a) 1944-47. 

1946 (up till 16th August 1946) — 122. 

(6) Most cases come from Entally, Tiljala, Taltolla, Wellesley Stwe 
and Ripon Street areas. 

(c) figures of mortality show some, though not alarming, increase in th 
number of deaths from kala-azar in all the districts mentioned except Farid 
pur since 1941. In Faridpur the position has been more or less stationary 

(d) Surveys to investigate the incidence of kala-azar were conducted ii 
seven* 1 districts including Faridpur among the districts mentioned. Th< 
survey in Faridpur revealed that the incidence was stationary. 

(e) Besides the usual grant of Rs. 1,20, 000 for maintenance of kala-azai 
treatment centres and supply of kala-azar specifics, an additional sum oi 
Its. 20, 000 was spent for purchase of specifics and their distribution tc 
different I>istrict Boards in 1946-40. 

Three hundred and five Mobile Medical Fnits, J20 Government-aider] 
Medical Fnits and all the Auxiliary Government Hospitals, Government and 
District Board hospitals and dispensaries are now providing treatment foi 
kala-azar cases. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Are the Government taking any parti 
cular step in the Entally, Tiljala areas where kala-azar is most prevalent! 

Th e Hon'ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI : Yes, Sir 

Mr. BIJOY 8INCH NAHAR: May we know what steps he propose? 
to take or are taking to combat kala-azar? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: By opening up of treatmeni 
centres and distribution of specifics and inducing the sufferers to come t< 
the treatment centres and get urnt stifunnmr injected. 

Mr. BUOY 8INGH NAHAR: Has any centre been opened? 

The Hon ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The centres are located in tht ! 
adjacent hospitals. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABI8H: In spite of the action 
taken by the Government to fight this disease, it appears that, except in 
Faridpur, the incidence of mortalih is increasing. Have the Government 
considered any further action necessary to eradicate this disease from the 
moffuail or to fight this menace in any substantial manner? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir The honourabh 
member may perhaps be aware that Government have now auxiliar] 
Government hospitals distributed throughout the province and since thi 
reopening of these hospitals, I mean re-conversions from F. R. E. hospitals 
the eituation has considerably improved and these hospitals are now in i 
better position to tackle Kala-azar. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABI8H: These mobile units ar 
there for some years and from all that the Government have done it doe 
not appear to have made any impression upon the prevalence of this disease 
I would like to know whether the Government are devising some othe 
means, some more effective means, to fight this disease. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. These Auxiliar 
Government Hospitals and the mobile units working in conjunction witl 
those hospitals will he able to cope with the situation better than what th« 
mobile units have been doing hitherto. 
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Repairing of the road from Satkhira to ItitidaghaL * 

21. Mr. PATIRAM ROY. (a) Will the Hon’bl© Minister in charge of 
he Department of Health and Local Self-Government be pleased to state 
whether he is aware — 

(») that the road from Satkhira to Itindaghat (24-Parganas) is very 
important for the people of Khulna and 24-Parganas; 

(it) that the above road is the only way to Calcutta for a large number 
of people of Satkhira and Basirhat subdivisions; 

(wV) that the road has been damaged in the rain and that all the com- 
munications have fully been stopped ; and 

(/*■) that a considerable number of passengers of both sexes undergo 
much hardship? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon'hle Minister 
onsidering the desirability of taking immediate steps for repairing the road? 

(c) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware of the fact that the District Board of 
ihulna is taking no step whatsoever for repairing the road? 

(d ) Is it a fart that the heavy buses allowed for plying on the road for 
ast few months have caused the damages? 

The Hon’hle Mr. MOHAMMED ALI : un (/) and (iv) Yes. 

{ti > No. There is another fair weather road to Calcutta n\i Xavaran for 
he people of the Satkhira subdivision. 

{nt) The road has been damaged but the communication has never been 
'ully stopped. 

(h) Government intend to improve this road, which lias been included in 
he first five-year plan of Works and Buildings Department for improvement 
»f communications throughout the Province. 

(c) The Board has spent about two and a half times its normal pre-war 
'rant for the road, i.e , Rs. 17,858 per year on the average during these two 
ears, against Rs. 7,541 per year in pre-war time. 

(d) Yes, to a large extent. 

Education of Muslims in Bengal. 

22. Khan Bahadur A. M. 8AH00DUL HAQUE (on behalf of Mr. Nur 
dimed)! (a) Will the Hon’hle Minister in charge of the Education 
hsp&rtment he pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Muslim education 
® Bengal has received a serious setback during the w*ar emergency of the 
V orld War II and Bengal famine of 1948 and the number of Muslim students 
1 all classes of educational institutions has been considerably decreased? 

(b) What was the percentage of number of Muslim pupils in 1945 in 
cngal in all classes and all sorts of educational institutions, namely, primary, 
^condary, collegiate, University, technical, professional, medical, art and 
junmercial, and what was the percentage of decrease of Muslim pupils in 
«<*se institutions in 1945? 

(<’ > What special measures are being tuken to make up the deficiency in 
Muslim education in Bengal and to establish a Muslim University as recom- 
mended by the Madrasah Education Committee in their report of 1941? 

The Hon’hle Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: (a) It is difficult 
0 ^hat extent Muslim education in Bengal received a setback due to the 
far and the famine. There has been a decrease of students in certain classes 
* institutions but in others there has been an increase. 

(b) A statement furnishing the figures is laid on Hie Table, 

(c) A special fund of Rs.10 lakhs (including Rs.36,000 for Medical) has 
**n created for the improvement of Muslim eoucation and every attempt is 

made to establish a Mu^Jim University. 
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Statement referred to in reply to question No. 22. 


1 MO-41. 1044-46. 

. A 



Number of 
Muslim 
pupils. 

Percent- 

age. 

Number of 
Muslim 
pupils. 

Percent- 

age. 


In Primary stage , 

1,763,096 

54 -9 

1,665,792 

54*5 

-97,304 

In Middle stage 

66,876 

30 1 

74,642 

31-9 


In High stage 

60,433 

25 3 

66,691 

26 0 


In Arts Colleges (including 
Universities). 

7,876 

20-7 

7,084 

19 3 

-592 

In Professional Colleges (in- 
cluding Medical Colleges). 

815 

12 -2 

976 

15-4 


In Technical Schools (includ- 
ing Industrial Schools). 

2,392 

26 -4 

1,962 

28 -3 


In Arts and Commerce Schools 

566 

21 -8 

440 

24 1 


In other Special Schools 

139,016 

77 -6 

134,193 

74 9 

-4,823 


Experts from New Zealand to start dairy farms. 

23. Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H: (a) Will the Hcm’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries 
be pleased to state if experts from New Zealand were recently brought by 
v the Government of Bengal with a view to start dairy farms in this Province? 

(b) If so, are they still iu (he employment of the Government of Bengal P 

(c) Have the Government started any dairy furin since the arrival of the 
experts ? 

( d ) Do the Government jntend to start dairy farms in the mufassal dis- 
tricts in the near future? 

(e) What was the total amount spent over the New Zealand experts, 
including their travelling expenses, pay and allowances? 

(/) What work, if any, have they done? 

MINISTER in oharge of the DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE, 
FORE8T8 and FISHERIES (the Hon’ble Mr. Ahmed Hossain): (a) Ye*- 
to advise Government about the development of dairy and poultry in this 
Province. They arrived on the 5th September, 1944. 

(6) Mr. Iladdon, the Poultry Expert, left on the 9th June, 1945, 
Mr. Singleton, the Dairy Expert, on the 14th June, 1946, and Mr. Ballinger, 
the Animal Nutrition Expert, on the 13th October, 1946. 

(c) A Central Livestock Research-otm-Breeding Station is being 
established. This scheme includes the establishment of a dairy farm com- 
plete with a dairy factory. 

(d) No. 

ie) Rs. 1,10,790. 

(/) During the 9 months Mr. Haddon bad been in Bengal, be advised oi 
the preparation of a programme of work relating to poultry to be carried out 
at tne Central Livestock Researcb-cum-Breeding Station. He also helped 
in preparing a syllabus on poultry keeping for the degree course at th< 
Bengal Agricultural Institute, Dacca. In addition to this, he gave a short 
course of practical instruction in poultry management to the staf and stu- 
dents of the Agricultural Institute. 
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In collaboration with other officers of the Directorate of Agriculture, 
f r< Singleton carried out a survey of milk supply of Calcutta, fie assisted 
a the preparation of a blue-print for the Central Breeding and Research 
7 arm at Haringhatt* in general, and for the dairy factory in particular, and 
daced orders for equipment frohi abroad. He was plaoed in oharge of the 
Oairy Development scheme sanctioned with financial assistance from the 
government of India. 


Mr. Ballinger prepared a scheme in collaboration with other New Zealand 
experts in which it was recommended that the livestock improvement in 
Bengal should be implemented by the formation of an Animal Husbandry 
Section of the Department of Agriculture which would consist of extension, 
research and cattle breeding. The scheme was accepted by Government ana 
the establishment of a breeding and research station at Haringhatta was 
approved as a part of the programme. He worked as Liaison Officer for the 
scheme among the various departments of Government concerned. He drew 
up plans for the cattle sheds, laboratory and general layout of the area and 
ordered for necessary equipment for the research station. 

Mr. Ballinger formulated, in collaboration with his colleagues, the scheme 
for the Central Livestock Research-cum-Breeding Station at Haringhatta 
and, on the sanction of the scheme by Government, helped in drawing up a 
blue-print for the farm. 


Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H : May 1 take it that at 
a cost of Rs. 1,10,790 we have got only a survey made by one officer, a 
scheme, and a plan by another and a blue print, bt a third officer ? Is that 
all that we have got for all this sum? 


The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: The honourable member will 
find that in the answer; be will find that they did many other things 
besides. Mr. Haddon had prepared a syllabus and other things and gave 
lectures, etc., at Dacca. I need not say more about the others; they will 
all be found in the answer. 


Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H ; Well, save and excepl 

these lectures and schemes and plans, have we got anything tangible in 
Bengal for a sum of one lakh and odd? * 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H08AIN: I do not understand what the 
honourable member means by “tangible’'. We have got a Researchrcum- 
Breeding Station at Haringhatta and a Dairy Development Scheme will be 
started very soon. * 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0L.ANABI8H ! Are these officers still 

here ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: No. It is in the answer that 
they have already left. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H: Can we expect a drop 
of milk from the Advice that we have got from these officers? 

(No reply.) 

Fruit industries and fruit cultivation In Bengal. 

24 Khan Bahadur A. M. 8AHOODUL HAQUE (on behalf of Mr. Nur 
Ahmed)! (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of 
Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries be pleased to state what soecial 
measures have been taken by the Government of Bengal to foster ana help 
fruit industries and fruit cuftviation in Bengal? 

(b) If so, what are theyP 

(c) Do the Government of Bengal propose to set up a Fruit Development 
Board as recommended by the Fruit Advisory Committee ? 

(d) If mot, why not? 
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THt Hon’Wo Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: (a) and (b) The following schemes 
have b&n initiated by Government to foster fruit cultivation in Bengal:— 

(1) Scheme for distribution of papaya seedlings; 

(2) Scheme for distribution of pineapple suckers ; and 

(3) Scheme for distribution of banana suckers. 

Bengal is a deficit arearin fruit production, tfntil fruit cultivation is 
increased so as to produce a surplus over demand the question of develop, 
ment of fruit preservation industry on a large scale would not arise. 

(c) A combined advisory board consisting of Bengal, Assam, Bihar and 
Orissa is proposed to be constituted with headquarters at Calcutta, and with 
2 members from Bengal, one official of the Directorate of Agriculture repre- 
senting Government and one non-official scientist representing consumers. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Mr. BIJOY SINGH NAHAR: Have these schemes begun working? 
Or are you still distributing seedlings? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: We have got a Horticultural 
Station at Krishnagar. Besides this distribution, we have had grafts , of 
mangoes lichis, etc., distributed, and in the coming year we hope to make 
distribution of other grafts. 

Khan Bahadur CHYASUDDIN PATHAN: Where and to whom has 
this distribution been made? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H098AIN : Why, all over the province? 

Khan Bahadur CHYA8UDDIN PATHAN: Does it include the 
mofussil, I mean the villages? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: 1 think so. 

Khan Bahadur GHYA8UDDIN PATHAN: At least we are not aware 

of such a thing. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: With reference to answer (3) — “Until 
fruit cultivation is increased so as to produce a surplus over demand the 
question of development of fruit preservation industry on a large scale 
would not arise”— is the Hon’ble Minister aware that tomatoes are some- 
timer selling at Re. 1 per maund and sometimes Re. 1 per seer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: That is why there is large scale 
schemes for fruit production. There are new private firms for the' produc- 
tion of vegetables and fruits under Government supervision. 

Uncultivated tract of land near Ranaghat. 

25. Khan Bahadur GHYA8U0DIN PATHAN: Will the Hon bl< 

Minister iu charge of the Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries 
be pleased to state — 

(o) whether he is aware that a vast tract of land covering an area oi 
many miles oh both sides of the Railway line beyond the Rana 
ghat station is lying uncultivated for a long time; 

(6) why no steps have yet been taken to bring this land under cultiva- 
tion; and 

(c) whether there are anv difficulties to bring this land under cultiva 
tion and, if at), wiiat are the difficulties? 

Thi Hon’bto Mr. AHMED H088AIN: (a) Yes. 

(b) The Bengal and Assam Railway authorities have been requested tt 
let out the lands under their control and as a result a large area of such landi 
has been settled. 
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(c) There are great difficulties in bringing these lands under cultivation. 
Nadia is a malana-ridden district of decaying rivers and very extensive 
schemes of irrigation, drainage . and malaria control are necessary to reclaim 
these lands permanently on a large scale. 


Khan Bahadur CHYA8UDDIN PATH AN: Has any attempt been 

made for settlement of the lands Or to solve this difficulty? 


ThC Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: Sir, I would add for the infor- 
mation of the honourable member that until the land is resumed by Govern- 
ment no improvement can be. started. So Government have in view a 
legislation for the resumption of these waste lands. 


Eradication of water-hyacinth nuisance in Bengal. 

26. Khan Bahadur SYED ABDUR RA8HID CHOWDHURY: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture, Forests and 
Fisheries be pleased to state what steps the Government intend to take to 
eradicate the water-hyacinth nuisance in the Province ? 

(b) Have the Government any comprehensive scheme for the same? If 
so, will the Hon’ble Minister please give the detail thereof? 

(c) What part of the scheme, if any, has been given* effoct to and with 
what result? 

The Hon'ble Mr. AHMED H0S8AIN: (a) to (c) A comprehensive scheme 
for the control and eradication of water4hyacinth has been drawn up which 
is now under consideration of a Technical Committee appointed by Govern- 
ment. A copy of the scheme is placed in the Library. When the Com- 
mittee’s report is received Government will consider what can he done to 
deal with the problem. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H S May 1 enquire when 
this comprehensive scheme was prepared by the Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: 1 think a year ago along with 
all other schemes under the Development Coxiimittee. It is scheme No. 2d 
of the Blue Book. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H: Cannot the Hon’ble 

Minister be more definite — it is only a year ago? 

? • 

The Hon'ble Mr. AHMED HOSAIN: I cann6t say more definitely. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8* Was it under the consideration of 
another Committee? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: It was under the consideration 
of a technical committee under the Development Committee. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: When was it appointed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN. It was a Standing Committee. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Has it finished its labour? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: Since then it is reported that 
the scheme is not feasible. * 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8S Then it means that ail labour and 
money is wasted. Have you any other scheme for eradicating water- 
hyacinth. 

(No answer.) 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS, 


[3*» Feb, 


» 


Accumulation of wotcr-hyaemth in the rivtr Ml low land*. 

17* Mr. NAGiNDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries 
he pleased to state — 

(a) if the Government aremware of the huge loss of paddy crops every 

year due to the accumulation of water-hyacinth in the rivers and 
low lands; and 

(b) if the Government have any scheme or plan to seriously combat the 

accumulation of water-hyacinth and to permanently eradicate the 
same from Bengal at an early date P 

The Hon’ble Mir. AHMED HO 8* A IN: (a) Yes. 

(b) A comprehensive scheme for the control and, if possible, eradication 
of water-hyacinth has been drawn up and is now under the consideration of 
a Technical Committee appointed by Government. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H: The Honble Minister 
has already answered with reference to question No. 2b and has repeated 
with reference to question 27 that it is untier the consideration of a technical 
committee. Now I understood the Hon’ble Minister to say that .that 
scheme has been found to be unworkable. If so, will he kindly tell us if 
the Government have any other scheme so far as eradication of water-hvacinth 
is concerned? 

The Hon'ble Mr. AHMED HO&SAIN • Yes. Sir, the Government are 
examining the efficacy of the American drug. The herbal experiment is 
almost finished. In stagnant water it is particularly very successful and 
in running water it is still under examination. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H: Has any scheme been 
worked out or simply the experiment is going on? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: The scheme is under experi- 
ment. 

Khan Bahadur GHYA8UDDIN PATHAN! Who are making this 
experiment in India? Have any American experts been indented from 
America ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. AHMED H09SAIN: The experiment is being done 
in the Directorate of Agriculture. 


Inoonvenicnoe to communication in East Bengal duo to the accumulation of 

water-hyacinth. 

28. Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H : Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries 
be pleased to state — 

{a) if the Government, are aware of the serious inconvenience to com- 
munication in East Bengal due to the accumulation of water- 
hyacinth in the rivers and low lands ; and 

<6) if the Government have any scheme or plan to seriously combat the 
accumulation o£ water-hyacinth on communication lines and to 
permanently eradicate the same from Bengal at an early date? 

Tht Hon ’bit Mr. AHMED H088AIN: (a) Yes. 

(8) Government are considering a scheme for the control and eradication 

of water-hyacinth. 
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Jut* Regulation IN ptrtmMt 

29. Khan Bahadur BYED ABDUR RASHID CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture, Forests and 
Fisheries be pleased to state — 

(a) whether the Jute Regulation Department has merged with the Agri- 

culture Department permanently; and » 

(b) if not, what work they will be entrusted with after the jute season 

is overP 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: (a) Jute Regulation Department 
has been organised as a section of the Directorate of Agriculture, but has 
not vet been made permanent. 

( b ) In the slack seasons, the staff is being utilised in furthering agricul- 
tural schemes, e.g., making of compost from rural refuse, distribution of 
vegetable seeds, raising of vegetable seedlings and distribution of agricul- 
tural implements. Some staff is also diverted to relief work in “affected” 
areas. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to give us any idea as to the cost of this staff per year? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H08SAIN: 1 want notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister consider the 
desirability of saving money by retrenching this staff? 

(No answer.) # 

Theft in the food rationing godown at 11C, Canal Circular Road. 

30. Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR (on behalf of Mr. 8yed Badrudduja): 

(n i Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of Civil Supplies 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that hags of sugar were stolen from 
the food rationing godown at 1 1C. ('anal Circular Rond (Ultudangn area), 
Calcutta, between the 5th and the 8th August, 194b? 

ib) If so, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the advisability of institut- 
ing an enquiry into the matter and taking steps against the recurrence of such 
thefts ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: (a) There is no godown at UC, 
Canal Circular Road. On the 1st May, 194(5, the gofcwn bearing that number 
was re-numbered as 11H, (West) Canal Circular Road. 

No incident of theft, shortage or discrepancy has been reported from, 
this godown during the period mentioned. The physical stocks pf the 
godown at 11H, (West) Canal Circular Road, were checked by Inspecting 
staff on the 7th August, 1946, and also on the 8th August, 1946, and do not 
reveal any discrepancy. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Amelioration of the eoonomio and social conditions of the Bengal peasantry 
and landless labourers. 

31. Khan Bahadur A. M. 8HAH00DUL HAQUE (on behalf of 
Mr. Nur Ahmed): (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Depart- 
ment of Co-operation, Credit and Relief be pleased to state if it is a fact that 
as a result of the World War No. II and the Bengal Famine of 1945, the 
economic condition of the Bengal peasantry has widely and steadily 
deteriorated and has reached destitution in most cases in Bengal? 

(b) la it a fact that the number of landless labourers has enormously 
increased during the years 1943, 1944 and 1946 in Bengal, and widespread 
destitution prevails ngw among them? 
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(c) If so, what specific and ameliorative measures Have been taken by 
the Government of Bengal to improve tbe economic and social conditions 
of Bengal peasantry and the landless labourers ? 

The Hoil’bie Hr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: (a) It is only those with 
small holdings that have been affected. 

(b) Government have no accurate information in the matter and a survey 
has been undertaken. Generally speaking, the famine of 1943 affected the 
landless labourers very badly but subsequently many of them were employed 
in works connected with the war on high wages and even now the wages of 
agricultural labour arc very high. 

(c) Irrigation works, work centres and work houses, improvement of 
tanks under the Bengal Tank Improvement Act, restoration to small culti- 
vators of land sold out by them, post-war unemployment relief works. 
Besides, all the development schemes of the Agriculture Department aim 
specifically at improving the economic condition of the peasantry. 


Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent 
public importance, namely, the situation that has arisen due to the terrible 
atrocities committed upon the Hindus in the districts of Noakhali and 
Tip pern in October and November last when large number of Hindus, men, 
women and children, were brutally killed, their properties looted, houses 
burnt, women abducted, raped anti forcibly married and thousands of them 
forcibly converted* to Islam by well organised bands of Muslim hooligans 
under a premeditated plan and the failure of the Government to prevent 
or promptly check the same or to render timely assistance to the people 
affected and to make adequate provision for the protection and rehabilitation 
of the refugees who were rendered homeless and penniless by these 
disturbances. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order. There were two Adjournment 
Motions, one in the name of Mr. Haridas Mazunular and the other in the 
name of Mr. Nagendra Nath Moholanabish. The latter one being more 
comprehensive, I haye given my consent to it. Now the motion to be 
moved by Mr. Nagendra Nath Moholanabish runs as follows:-- 

That this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of 
urgent public importance namely, the situation that has arisen due to the 
terrible atrocities committed upon the Hindus in the districts of Noakhali 
and Tippciu in October and November last when large number of Hindus, 
men, women and children, were brutally killed, their properties looted, 
houses burnt, women abducted, raped and forcibly married and thousands 
of them forcibly converted to Islam by well organised bands of Muslim 
hooligans under a premeditated plan and the failure of the Government to 
prevent or promptly check the same or to render timely assistance to the 
people affected and to make adequate provision for the protection and 
✓ rehabilitation of the refugees who were rendered homeless and penniless 
by these disturbances. 

Is there any objection? 

TIM Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Those who are in support of the motion will kindly 
rise in their seats? 

(13 members stood in their seats.) 

Mr. PRSttOENT: Leave has been granted. I direct that the motion 
be taken up for discussion on Thursday, the 6th February, at 2-15 p.m. 
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1947.| ’ GOVERNOR’S ASSENT TO RILLS. 

. Pi»§l nit Ghalmen. 

Mr. PR18IDIHT 2 Under rule 6 of the Bengal Legislative Co uncil 
Procedure Rules, I nominate — 

(1) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(2) Mr. George Morgan, c.i.e., 

(3) Dr. Muhammad Azixul Haque, and 

(4) Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutta, 

on the Panel of Chairmen for the current session. 


House Committee. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Lnder rule 122 of the Bengal Legislative Council 
Procedure Rules, I nominate — 

(1,1 Mr. Mohammed Taufiq, 

(2) Mr. Haji Md. Yusuf, 

(3) Mr. Biswanath Roy, 

(4) Mr. Charles Edward Clarke, 

(5) Mr, Nagendra Nath Mokolanabish, and 

(6) Miss Ethel Robertson, c.s.p., 

on the House Committee for the current session. 


Governor-General's Assent to Bills. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I have now to inform the honourable members that 
the following Bills Which were passed by both Chambers of the Bengal 
Legislature have been assented to by His Excellency tbe Governor-General 
under the provisions of section 76(ij of the Government of India Act, 1935, 
namely : — * 

(1) The Bengal Special Tribunal (Continuance) Bill, 1946. 

(2) The Calcutta Disturbances Commission of Enquiry Bill, 1946. 


Governor's Assent to Bills. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I have also to inform the honourable members that 
the following Bills which were passed by both Chambers of the Bengal 
Legislature have been assented to by His Excellency the Governor under 
the provisions of section 75 of the Government of India Act, 1935, namely: — 

(1) The Bengal Finance (Extending) Bill, 1946. 

(2) The Bengal Motor Spirit Sales Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

(3) The Murshidabad Bill, 1946. 

(4) The Bengal Repealing and Amending Bill, 1946. 

I am also to inform the honourable members that His Excellency the 
Governor has, under the pjovigions of section 75 of tbe Government of 
India Act, 1985, withheld his assent to the Bengal Destitute Persons 
(Repatriation and Relief) Bill, 1946, which was passed by both Chambers 
of the Bengal Legislature, for the reasons given in a communication 
^ddreesed to the Secretary, JBengal Legislative Council, copies of which 
have been distributed to the honourable members. 
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Laying of Oniinanoat. 

Tha Hon’blo Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to lay the follow, 
ing Ordinances before the House: — 

The Bengal Jute Mills (Temporary Provision) Ordinance, 1946. 

The Bengal Consumer CJpods Control Ordinance, 1946. 

The Noakhali and Tippera Emergency Harvesting Ordinance, 1946. 
The Calcutta Rent Ordinance, 194& 

The Bengal Molasses Control Ordinance, 1946. 

The Dacca Area Security Ordinance, 1946. 

The Bengal Drugs Control Ordinance, 1946. 

The Noakhali and Tippera Area Security Ordinance, 1946. 

The Bengal Criminal Laif*Amendment Ordinance, 1947. 

The Bengal Special Powers Ordinance, 1946. 

The Bengal Special Powers Amendment Ordinance, 1947. 

The Bengal Civic Guards yid Collective Fines Continuance Ordinance, 
1946. W 

The Bengal ^Special Powers (Amendment; Ordinance, 194^. 

* Laying of Amendments to the Bengal Motor Vehicles Rules, 1840. 

The Hon'blf Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I have another business. 
I lay on t Me table also amendments to the Bengal Motor Vehicles Rules, 
1940. * 


The Calcutta Rent Bill, 1846. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HftSAIN: Sir. 1 be/to 
present the report of the Select Committee on the Calcutta Rent Bill, 1940. 

t The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMANs Sir, 1 beg to give notice that 
I shall move on the llth#ebruary, 1847, that the Calcutta Rent Bill as 
reported by the Select Committee be taken isto consideration and passed as 
settled in the Council. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. Order, order. I would suggest that amendments 
to the motion to be moved by the Hon’ble Minister, namely, that the Cal- 
cutta Rent Bill be taken into consideration should be given notice of up 
to 51 p.ra. on Friday, the 7th February.^ ^ 

Tbt Hon’ble Mr. 8A1YED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, perhaps 
these amendments will be only with regard to the clauses of the Bill? 

Mr. PRESIDENTS No, with regard to the clauses of the Bill as well 
a* with regard to the motion that the Bill be taken into consideration. I 
think, however, that longer period should be given for giving notice of 
amendments, in that case the Bill cannot be taken up on the 11th Febru- 
ary. 1 would therefore request the Hon’ble Minister to suggest some 
other date. 

Th. Hon'M. Mr. FAIL UR RAHMAN: then let itV taken up a$ the 
17th February. > 

Mr. PREtllDENT: All right. In that case amendments may be put 
in both with regard to the motion that the Bill be taken into consideration 
as well as with regard to the clauses of the Bill up to 3 p.m. on Thursday, 
the 13|h February. That I hope gives ample time. ( 
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Tammy (Temporary Provisions) Extending 
Bill, 1947. < 


Tlit Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAH: Sir, with your permission, I 
beg to introduce the Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provi- 
gions) Extending Bill, 1947 and also beg to give notice that I shall move, 
at short notice, on the 6th February, 1947, that the said Bill be taken into 
consideration and passed as settled in the Council, 


Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOMOLANABI8H: Sir, you have already 
fixed 6th February for the discussion of the adjournment motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, it is* very formal thing* 
and I do not think it will interfere with the adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Yes, I think so. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLAN/^EH: Then it is all right. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But, Mr* Rahman, thdte is some difficulty about 
moving your Bill on the 6th because there are two holidays intervening and 
so there will be no time for submitting amendments, ulthough 1 presume 
the number^of amendments will be very Upnall. 

The HdPble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: 1 think, Sir, there will be none. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Why not take up the Bill on the lOth February? 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Yes, Sir, it may he taken up 

on the 10th. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right ’then let the Bill be taksi ua on the 10th 
February and let the amendments, if any, be submitted by 3 # clock on the 
Cth February. Is that agreed to? 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Y T es, Sin* 


The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1947. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR. RAHMAN: Sir, I have got another Bill. 
With your permission I beg to in trance tne Bengal Tenancy (Amendment^ 
Bill, 1947, and also beg to give notice that I shall move at short notice on 
the 12th February, 1947, that the said Bill be taken into consideration and 
passed as settled in the Council. 

Mn ^RESIDENT: As regards submission of amendments, whaf date 
do you suggest? 3 o’clock on 10th? 

The Hon’ble Mr. f AZLUR RAHAMAN: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All rights 

The Bengal Undesirable Advertisements (Control) Bill, 1947. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 beg to give notice that I 
shall introduce the ‘Bengal tlndesirable Advertisements (Control) Bill, 1947, 
which was, published in the Calcutta Gasette on the 23rd January, 1947. 
I also give notice that I shall move jhat the Bill be taken nito considera- 
tion on the 24th lfobruary aid I shall also move thereafter that the Bill as 
settled in Council be passed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : I suggest that amendments be put in by 3 o’clock 
on 15th February. 

The stands adjourned 'till 2-15 p.m. on Thursday, the 6th February * 
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The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m., on Thursday, Ihe 6th 
February, 1947. * * 

Members absent 

* * 

^ The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 3rd 
February, 1947 

(1) Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud, 

(2) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(3) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid, 

<4) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria, 

<5) Mr. Satish Chandra Jana, 

(6) Mr. Humayun Z Kabir, 

(7) Albaj Yar Ali Khan, 

(8) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(9) Mr. George Morgan, cA.e., 

<10) Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray, 

<11 ) Mr. Satish £handra Sen, and 
<12) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukclar. * 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1947— Ho. 2. 


The* Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
building, Calcutta, on Thursday, the (>th February, 1947, at .2-16 p.m., 
icing thelfcnd day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section i)2{2)(a) 
>f the Government of India Act, 1945. 

Mr. President (the HonTile Sir Bijoy Prasui Sinuh Hoy, k.c.i.eA was 
n the Chair. 


Adjournment Motion. 1 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H : Sir. 1 beg to move that 
hi" Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent 
>ublio importance, namely, the situation that lias arisen due to the terrible 
itrocities committed upon the Hindus in the districts of Noaklmli and 
fippciu in October and November last when large nuiulif>r%nf Hindus, men; 
rouien and* children, were hrutalh filled, their properties looted, houses 
mint, women abducted, raped and forcibly married and thousands of them 
orcibh converted to Islam b\ well-organised hands ol Muslim liooligans 
mder a premeditated plan and the failure of the Government to prevent or 
promptly check the same or to render timely assistance to the people affected 
■*id t0 make adequate provision tor the protection a mf* rehabilitation of the 
elugees who were rendered homeless and penniless by these disturbances. 

*n. hardly could the people nt Bengal recover from the shock of thtf 
■mhh* carnage m Calcutta in August last when news began to leak out 
Uat "till more terrible and inhuman barbarities had been started against 
lie helpless Hindus of numerous villages in tin* districts of Noakhali and 
ippera in East Jlengal by the Muslim hooligans. Preparations for the 
u i post* \\Vn >4 being made from early October by members' of the Muslim 
•eague of the locality, supported by their comrades from outside. Meet- 
ig" were held and leaflets were broadcast inciting the Muslims to crush 
lie Hindus. This was known to the local police and Magistrates hut no 
ttention was paid to it and no steps were tunen. 

In "Noakhali and Tippera the Hindus are in u hopeless minority of 15 to 
■I P er cent. IfVing in isolated ^patches widely separated from each other and 
irrounded h\ overwhelming numbers of Muslims with whom they had 
quarrel or dispute whatsoever. The two communities had been living 
icre side hv side in peace tor centuries and the Hindus had done nothing 
> offend their neighbours, the Muslims. Still the Muslims inspired by 
their leaders of the League combined themselves to attack and annihilate 
ihem. Tht Hindus informed the Police and the Magistrates and asked for 
help *ud protection hut none did take any notice rtf^them. Whether it was 
a case of gross negligent* on their part or passive conuinunce with the 
object of the hooligans or fear oi the Muslim League Ministry, we need 
out pause to consider now, hut the result was that (luring the second week 
of October, fhe Muslim ^hooligans started the attack on the Hindu families 
1J \ an organised manner with a premeditated plan. 

Bands of hundreds, and in some cases thousands, of Muslim hooligans 
<*ruied writh deadly weapons including firearms, raided the Hindu houses 
after another. Extorted money from them, set their houses on fire, looted 
everything that they could lay their hands upon, then killed them and finally 
forcibly converted the survivors to Islam, abducted, raped and forcibly 
wiarrie^ their women. Jfo huitian being nor even brutes could conceive of 
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tnore horrible and cruel barbarities than that were conceived, planned ‘and 
executed there in cold blood upon innocent and harmless men, women and 
children unprovoked, as was done in those villages. In many ^stances 
large sums of money were extorted as subscriptions for the Muslim League 
ana having secured that on threat of murder and violence, they demanded 
the victims to embrace Islam and on refusal tortured and killed them and 
threw their bodies to the flames of their burning houses. 

Abduction, rape and forcible marriages went, on side by side and 
mullah*, as members of the party, were ready at hand * to make the 
unfortunate victims recite the Raima. Even those who b& force yere made 
to accept Islam were not spared; their houses were burnt and/ lest the\ 
might revert to Hinduism jater on, their women were married to some one 
or other of the hooligans or their relatives. 

More heart-rending, cruel and barbarous atrocities and tyranny could 
not be perpetrated by even the* worst Criminals and fanatics under any 
civilised (iOvernitient unless the Government connived at them. These 
Were goingon from day tA day and week after week well over a month but 
nothing was done to protect the affected Hindus. While this was going 
on and information began to leak out to the outside world the Government 
of Bengal suppressed the news tor days together and wanted to minimise 
the gravity of the situation. Tlie Thief Minister after several days ot 
Silence arranged aerial tour ot the affected areas with His Excellency the 
Governor and afi*r%aving a few hou^s of low flying in those aieas publicly 
declared that the incidents were grossly exaggerated b\ the Hindu Press 
and though burning of houses was rather extensive the number of death." 
was low in three figures. There was a deliberate attempt to ignore the fact 
of mass conversion, forcible marriages, abduction and rape. He did not 
care to get d ()wn orApprouch the miscreants, his brothers in faith, and 
comrades If the Muslim League, to utter a word of protest or threat oi 
strong and *iramc<liate< action but silent 1> flew aw a\ leaving the miscreants 
,to k go on wi^h their job as merrily as ever. No serious attempt to call in 
the armed police or military in sufficient numbers was made and no order? 
were passed to ruthlessly stop the atrocities. The jChief Minister by hi? 
acts and deeds, led the hooligans to believe that the government were behind 
them. The Glhief Minister’s belated statements did. not .^j&vtAAy reaj or 
strong und sincere condemnation of these inhuman atrocities,* but leading 
in between the lines his earlier statements issued in this connection, one can 
readily perceive his ill-concealed satisfaction, covered by a thin layer oj 
mild threats and protests. The whole Government machinery w*as practi 
cully at a standstill so far as maintenance of laW and order in those pgrts o! 
{the country was concerned. The hooligans believed, and 1 kaVe no*doub 
they fully knew, that the League Govern men&wou Id not interefere with then 
in their crusade against the Hindus. In fact the whole thing appears t< 
have been planned h\ the League and executed by their leaders with thi 
help of their fanatical followers and it was obviously foolish to expect tin 
League Government to exert thgmSelves for the protection of the unfortuMtt< 
Hindus. For days together not -a soul from t$e members of the Govern 
ment or of the Muslim League or, for the matter of that, any high ofheia 
cared to do anything to ®ffJcvively ^ton these cruel barbarities und atrocities 
It was about i#o * weeks .after that military were posted 1>u t they, it is said 
were inpupable of contacting the miscreant® for want of facilities of communi 
ratio*- — though the hooligans could move from village; to village and hours 
to house and commit murder, arson, rape* abduction and all those atrocities 
unchecked and unhampered. About 10 day* later Mr. Jinnah issued i 
statement 1|ith an explanation tbit he was awaiting fuller information a 
long. In tnis belated statement he. like Mr. Suhrawardy, complained c 
exaggeration by the Frees, but did not suggest any * strong or drasti 
measures, lest that migSt stop the atrocities too early. 

It was only Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed who had the frankness to admit ii 
hie statement that there was mass murder, arson, rape abduction an 



forcible conversion, etc., but unfortunately he too did not or could not 
anggesf effective measures to stop these atrocities. 

The British had not then, nor have they even 4ow, quitted India— I 
doubt if they will ever quit India, unless evicted by force or force of 
circumstances. These British people with their full resources, their Army, 
arms a&d ammunition, were looking on as the Purusha of the Sankhva, as 
on lookers totally unaffected and unconcerned, unwilling and unable* to 
interefere and to let themselves be involved because of their high principle. 
There was no sincere protest or even righteous indignation at these atrocities 
ever expressed by the leaders of the British community here, far less any 
organised attempt to volunteer to protect these helpless Hindus from sucn 
brutal massacre, tyranny and oppression. Are these people all cowards? 
Are these people so callous and uncultured as not to be roused to their sense 
of duty to their fellowmen by these horrible atrocities on u hapless and help- 
less minority community. The answer is: Why then did they not raise 

their voice against .these outrages? The answer is that they l^wayA act on 
principle. Here they acted on imperialistic principle. This onslaught on 
the Hindus, this communal trouble engineered anil fostered by them would 
help them in clinging to their Empire. The abominable communal award 
helped them to create a Muslim statutory majority in the Legislature here in 
Bengal. The British people are bound to support tin* Muslim League Govern 
ment installed here at all costs, even in their barbarities uad tyranies on tha 
same imperialistic principle provided these did not touch their persons or their 
pockets. I can easily imagine what wLuld have been the fate of this Leugue 
Government and their supporters, the hooligans, and all connected with 
them if even one hundredth part of this sort ot atrocities # was committed 
upon any Britisher here or if any single man of their community were killed 
or any single woman were abducted or raped or forcib|y married or anyone 
converted to Islam. But during all these fateful days and weekly they were 
as silent as dead. And yet some of them ytyd not feel the slightest shamp 
or hesitation to declare that the casualties were low hi 5 figures as if that 
u 'a> not worth any serious notice. This shows to what depth they have 
fallen for their principle. 

Sir, this outburst of fanaticism could have been suppressed in no time 
if thfc Gorarnpient htul oj^ly the will to do so. All this could jhWBe been stopped 
if the League Headers had immediately gone to the localities and strongly 
and sincerely condemned Hi esc barbarities and took immediate and drastic 
action. And one can easily see that the Government would have certainly 
done that had not the Leaguers were at the back of it, had they not planned 
or Jaad they not been concerned in their execution. The relief workers 
sent by several Hindu organisation* were hdnipefed in t heir* humanitarian 
work by the fiovernment offtwfchf, many of them at t lie earlier stages were 
not even allowed to approach the scene of occurrences, many were not given 
the assistance they required. In spite of request they were not even given 
any protection. Many ot them were waylaid, abducted and killed. 

When hundred^ and thousands of refugees took shelter in relief -centres 
opened by private relief organisations. Government after giving taeagre 
and niggardly doles of rice for a few weeks, starred threatening the refugees 
stoppage of supply unless they retarned to » their respective homes, 
knowing full well that they had no homes to go "to, nothing left for them 
! n fids world and the place wherffthey had their Ironies were infested with 
l |fK, ligans stffl at large i$amih|r.about as wild beasts to fall upon the ifthdus 
wherever they could find them/ Sir, as a result of the Calcutta killing and 
these Noakbuli and Tippera atrocities there was terrible repercussions in 
,5l har, where I must admit to our sham# and disgust the pefple started 
reprisals Igainst tip* Muslim population and innocent people were killed and 

11 burnt. But the Government there Jook such prompt and 

effective measures that the disturbances were quefred in less than a week, 
lue distinguishing features there was total absence of any case of molesta- 
»on of women, abduction or Tape or forcible marriages o* conversion. 
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Nevertheless the Congress Ministers and other Congress Leaders had been 
promptly deputed to the scene, military and armed police were at once rushed 
with orders to stop the disturbances as speedily as possible and they did 
stop it in no time 

Mr. SULTAN UD DIN AHMED: On a point of order, Sir. The steps 
taken by the Bihar Government may be a matter of controversy. I think. 
“Sir, no reference should be made to the steps taken by that Government 
in this Council. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: 1 think it is the practice that no reference should 
be made to the action of another Government and it is better not to make 
any reference to it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, may I point out that il 
is more than better and 1 request you to rule it out of order any reference 
to the activities* of another Government* Because it would mean that I 
would in reply have to refer to their action and that would be very invidious. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It has never been the practice to refer to the actioi: 
of another Provincial Government and you better not make any reference 
to it. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH : Sir, 1 hnu down to youi 
ruling. 1 did not discuss the propriety or the policy of another Govern 
ment. I just mentioned the matter and wanted tasav that it proper precau 
tion had been taken no incidents either in Noakhali or in Bihar could hav< 
happened. However, Sii, as I said the Bengal Government could have dom 
the same thing if they had only willed to do m> and had the\ done so, tin 
Bihar incidents would not have happened at all. But the heart of tin 
Government of Benghl was not in Noakhali or Tippera, it was in Bihar, z 1 
high official Mas deputed to Bihar to look after the refugees in Bihai — 
though he was not wanted 1h£re and though the Government there wa 
doing all that was necessan and possible for tin* protection and well beinf 
of those unfortunate refugees there. But the Government of Bengal wer< 
not satisfied and they wanted to bring them in Bengal and have sinci 
uctunlU brought here over l .">0,000 refugees and are ^sfijqiding lakl^s o 
rupees for their mufiitenance and have also opened stwenp) •'‘hospitals lo 
them * * 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Moholanubish, I would request to eonfiin 
yourself to the incidents in Noakhali and Tippera. Please leave Biha 
apart . 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: All right. Sir Thi 
generosity magnanimity and sense of humanity and fellow feeling is reall, 
commendable. But when Me compare this with the manner in which th 
Noakhali and Tippera refugees have been aud are being treated by the sam 
Government our heart is filled with intense sorrow and anguish. It is clea 
that the League Government in Bengal has enough kindness, enougi 
generosity and magnanimity but that only foi**their own community am 
nothing to spare tor the Hindus. This is rank communalism — open am 
sickening. Nevertheless* I have every sympathy for the victims and th 
refugees, though this misfortune was brought upon them by the mad polic; 
of the League and League Government of Bengal by the policy of thei 
Direct Action, and their policy of hate againM the Hindus 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ^ Mr. Moholanahish, if you refer to the Biha 
refugees ai*y more it will be my painful duty to ask you to sif down. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H: I was only telling o 
the Bihar refugees .. 

Mr. PR18IDENT: That is hot the subject matter under discussion 
You better avoid that. 
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Mr. MACEMDRA NATH MOHOLANABI8H : Sir, it is obvious that 
unless that policy is changed, Calcutta, Noakhali and Bihar will repeat 
themselves in a vicious circle and the fire that would he kindled will con- 
,-ume the whole of India. 

Now, Sir, the causes that led to these outrages in Noakhali and Tippera 
are pretty clear. It was neither economical nor religious. The league 
leaders with a view to shift the blame from their own shoulders tried to 
suggest that they were purely economical. But the fact that subscriptions 
were extorted for the Muslim League, that there were abduction of women, 
lorcihle conversions and forcible marriages and mass massacre disprove any 
such suggestion . The fact that only members of the Muslim League and 
Muslim community were aggressors, that none erf any other community was 
attacked by the hooligans conclusively disprove it. * That the cause" was 
political admits of no controversy, the circumstances leading to these 
atrocities prove it beyond any shadow of doubt. 

These were jx ot merely outrages on the Hindus, but outrages on Civilisa- 
tion, on culture, on religion, on humanity and on every thing else which 
distinguishes man from beasts, civilisation from barbarism. Are we to live 
henceforth a life of the jungle surrounded by beasts of prey ready to pounce 
upon us at every moment? Are we henceforth to live in eternal fear of 
losing our lives, our properties, our honour, our religion and above all the 
honour of our women? Are we always to he ready to kill in self-defence 
or else be killed? 1 would ask the League Government to answer straight 
to these questions. 

Ibis present Government have been persistently working in the sole 
interest of the Muslim League to further the interest of their aggressive 
party politics, in the sole interest of their own community in every sphere 
of its activities and at the cost o{ all the other people in t h<* province. Such 
a partisan Government, which seeks to oppress and suppress the minority 
community in such a wa\ ought not to be permitted to futk’fion a <la\ longer. 
Indeed l do not find the least indication that theie is going to be any change 

heart or any change of policy even for the sake ot decency in public life 
and affairs or in the administration of this Province. There has not been 
any trank and strong denunciation oi these Noakhali outrages or of the 
abominable methods pursued during these disturbances and no real plan 
or measures adopted to prevent the recurrence of such carnage which has 
been repeated twice in three months. 

The League Council from which Mr. Suhrawardy has recently returned 
has called for the police to protect them in Bihar. After having violated 
every canon of law and every rule of morality in every part of the country 
and having committed or capsid* to lx* committed thousand times worse 
atrocities in Calcutta, Noakhali, and Tippera in Last Bengal, they are now 
calling for the police. Not a word was said in the last League Council 
Resolution about the tragedy in Noakhali and Tippera and no police was 
asked to protect the Hindus. On the other hand no serious attempt has been 
made or is being made to inspire confidence in the refugees in Noakhali and 
Tippera to enable them to return to their villages. Absolutely no action 
has been taken to recover or rescue the unfortunate women and girls who 
have been so cruelly abducted or forcibly married. This heartless Govern- 
ment cannot feel for them and do not like to give any assistance for their 
ivscue or recovery for advancement of their political game. 

There is yet time for the League and the League Government of Bengal 

change this policy of terrorism. Terrorism has never succeeded in the 
world. Look at the fate of Hitler and Mussolini. Once they Were regarded 
a * invincible arid unconquerable but they failed arid they had to die a miser- 
able death — death that is due to t lit* worst criminals. 

It is no use threatening and bragging that one lakh of Muslims can 
vanquish crores of Hindus.^ This Gaznafar Ali — brand threats and 
propaganda will not bring your goal an inch nearer. The goal which ought 
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to be the common goal of ail the inhabitants of India can be achieved only 
by peaceful methods, not by terrorism. These mad effusions and mean 
lactics must be abandoned. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Your time is up. 

Order, order. Motion r^oved that this Council do adjourn its 
business to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance 
< namely, the situation that has arisen due to the terrible atrocities committed 
* upon the Hindus in the districts of Noakhali and Tippera in October and 
November last when large number of Hindus, men, women and children, 
were brutally killed, their properties looted, houses burnt, women abducted, 
raped and forcibly married and thousands of them forcibly converted to 
Islam by well organised bands of Muslim hooligans under a premediated 
plan and the failure of the Government to prevent or promptly check the 
same or to render timely assistance to the people affected or to make adequate 
provisions for the protection and rehabilitation of the refugees who were 
rendered homeless and penniless by these disturbances. * 

Khan Bahadur CHYASHUDDIN PATHAN: Mr. President, Sir, I fail 
to understand the urgency of tabling this motion over the so-called incidents 
of Noakhali and Tippera after the lapse of Mime 4 or 5 months. The 
reason is 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH : On a point ot Order. 
Sir. Is my learned friend in order in questioning the piopriety oi 
admission of this motion. 

Khan Bahadur CHYA8HUDDIN PATHAN: Sir, I have not question- 
ed nor do I question the propnet\ in allowing this adjournment motion 
I said that I failed to understand the urgency ot moving this adjournment 
motion. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: After due consideration I have admitted the motion 
and no reference should be made to its admissibility. 

Khan Bahadur CHYASHUDDIN PATHAN: The reason is rather 
stronger on the part ot this side of the House to table a similar motion tor 
what, has been going on in Noakhali and Tippera in the naipe ot restoration 
of peace and amity. The Muslims are being harassed and insulted right 
and left. The remarks of the mover ot the motion are not only worse than 
useless now but they are full of exaggeration and misstatements. It is far 
from truth to say that the Government tailed to render adequate assistance 
and make necessary arrangements to give shelter to the affected persons 
On the other hand, in our opinion, the Government did more than what the 
situation warranted. Moreover alter the statement ot the Hon'ble Minister 
to the effect that peace and confidence had been restored in Noakhali I do 
not think there is any meaning in moving this adjournment motion now 
The law has taken its course, and offenders, if any. .and even innocent 

S ersous are being brought to hook. In this view of the matter this motion 
oes not, I think, deserve any consideration. With these few words I 
oppose the motion. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA! Sir, it has been asked as to whyjaftei 
such a long lapse of time, long after the happening of these unfortunate 
events a motion for adjournment should be moved at all. There has, no 
doubt, been a long interval between now and then but there was no 
opportunity to move a motion ut an earlier date. Moreover, I think, the 
events which bare happened would require a very thoughtful consideration 
by everybody to decide our future course of action. I can only say that 
these events, these unfortunate incidents, are due to the root cause of 
mutual distrust between the two communities. It has destroyed the intrinsic 
trust without which no society can exist. So this motion is in time and 
ig rightly moved and I think we should not lie actuated by technical objec- 
tions but jre should seriously think about what has happened. Any attempl 
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at whitewashing these incidents would only augur evil' for the country. 
Let us hope that the mission of the Saint of the East, I mean Mahatma 
Gandhi, and the object of his pilgrimage may succeed. His mission is to 
restore the intrinsic confidence and trust between the two communities. 
Let us take the lesson from him and pray that his mission be , fulfilled. 
Keally, Sir, the events of Noakhali are a challenge to the conscience of the 
nation and of the world and Mahatma Gandhi wants that the whole nation 
should take up that challenge and not allow a repetition of incidents like 
these. Sir, I will not recount the incidents; they are the events of only 
the other day, they are matters of recent past. And it is unfortunate and 
unwise that attempts should be made by the administration to shroud the 
events from disclosure to the public. That was a very unfortunate unyl 
unwise attempt. There is no doubt that atrocities have been committed 
w Inch can justly be described as crimes against humanity. Sir, as I have 
said, I will not recount them. As to the conduct of the administration I 
can speak from my personal experience. I came to know of these incidents 
on the 1 4th of October 194b. As soon as 1 came to know of them 4 at once 
proceeded to Choumohani and Sonaimuri, the only two outlets from the 
cordoned area. What was happening there was impossible to know; I 
could only get some glimpse of these unfortunate incidents from some 
lefugees who told me their sorrowful tales. Not ouly were the authorities 
not taking an\ action hut the whole area was cordoned round and it was 
impossible for anybody to come out of or enter into those areas. It was 
impossible for us to send any succour or relief to the people who were 
confined there; they suffered extreme humiliation and tortures worse than 
death. What were the authorities doing? On the loth of October I met 
Mr. Abdulla, the Superintendent of Police, Noukhali, at ( omilla town as a 
guest o{ a European gentleman of the town. I told him even thing about 
the happenings as learnt at ( 'houmohani and Sonaimuri. lie then proceeded 
horn Comilla to Noakhah -that was on tin* loth of October while atrocities 
Mailed on tin* loth of October On the -*ame da\ I came to know that the 
llon’ldc Mi. Abdul Goti.m proceeding to Noakhali and 1 did go lo 

l.ak^ham to meet him and told him that we did not know what was liuppeffV 
lit L’ m the interior because the affected parts were completely cut oft frmft # 
id! i ommunicdlion h\ the peipetrators of these atrocities aod any number 
ot outrages might be committed without tin* information reach iify? 

the outside world. 1 persuaded him to take with him one of 

out ven reliable Congress workers, Mr. Mukherji, just to gef 

an outline ot what actualh happening. This was on the loth 
October when tin* Superintendent of Police was in Comilla although 

devastations were going on in the district from the 10th of October. 
In this way oppression was spreading towards the Tippera borders within 
the Laksham thuna border and there fortunately, 1 may say, that the first 
attempt of the Muslim hooligans was successfully resisted at Hassanabad 
in Laksham by the joint efforts of the Hindus and Muslims and some of the 
hooligans were caught and made over to the authorities. Hut ultimately 
the hooligans were successful and proceeded with their atrocities northwards 
in the Chandpur subdivision. 1 must say that there was a complete d is loca- 
tion of the administration there, and I can say this that administration 
which allows people to resort to the primitive methods of barbarities and 
atrocities forfeits any right to govern or support of the people. It is a fact 
and I have heard it from very reliable source that two months before the 
occurrence information was sent repeatedly to the Magistrate and to the 
Superintendent of Police and the thana officers about the preparations that 
were going on by certain organised people to have a mass attack on the 
minority community, but no steps were taken by the authorities to check 
it. I may say that this wa* not a maas outbreak, it was not a mass Muslim" 
rising but it was an engineered, well designed and w T ell planned move for 
uprooting the existence of Hindus from those areas. Neither i\u* Superin- 
tendent of Police nor the Magistrate paid any heed to the warning that wan 
given by the minority comnffuirity. It was rather a very clejrer move on 
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the part of the Magistrate who was due for transfer to leave shortly befor 
the occurrence not to take any action thinking that he would not be mad 
responsible if anything happened after he left the place. This ,is ver 
cowardly on the part of the officer 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Dutta, you should not use the word “cowardly’ 
in the absence of the officer who cannot refute the allegations. 

Mr, KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: I am sorry, Sir and I withdraw it 
Then, Sir, the Police Superintendent, Mr. Abdulla, was benevolentb 
inactive all this time and did nothing to check the occurrence. Militar 
did not leave for the place of occurrence earlier than 24th October. On thi 
23rd I met Lt.-Genl. Bucher and told him the urgent necessity of stationing 
the Military force in the affected areas. But the actual operation of thi 
military began long after. It is apparent that the administration was sitting 
idle and doing nothing to check this outbreak of atrocities, to check tin 
primitive methods of barbarities in this modern century. 

Then about rehabilitation. On the 1st of February 1947, l had mei 
Mr. Nurannabi, the Special Commissioner for Kehahilitation and I got fron 
him he had to admit — that people were not getting ploughing implement* 
and grants or cattle as yet and were not getting materials to build then 
houses which had been burnt. I am speaking of Tippera. I asked bin 
whether he had got cash grants or building materials. He said lie bar 
absolutely nothing, neither cash grant nor building materials. He onh 
got assurances on paper. I may say, Sir, that the\ will get nothing am: 
when something will come, cash grant or building mateiials. they will In 
lost in transit or they will evaporate or they will go down to the black 
market and will never go to the sufferers at all. These people have not yet 
got any building materials, got no implements of Inisbandn . So bow they 
will build their houses and how they will plough their fields. 'Phis (ullou's 
attitude of the administration can only be described to he ah^oluteK inhuman. 
It is a question of politics and it is not a question ot party affiliation, it is 
a question of the demand of humanity, foi the sake of bumanitx lot the 
administration beware. 

Khan 8ahib Maulvi WAHIDUZZAMAN: Mr President. Sir. I rise to 
oppose the motion so ably moved by my friend, Mr. Mahalanobisb. I was 
endeavouring to find whether be was moving a motion about Noakhali or 
really he was moving a motion about Bihar. Much of what be lias stated 
about Noakhali is true about Bihar 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please do not refer to Bihar. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi WAHIDUZZAMAN: S.r, he <l><1 sax and referred 
to liihui and I have got to 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: It was not approved ot by the Chair or bv the House 
and so I would request you not to refer to it. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi WAHIDUZZAMAN: 1 .hall try to keen mx-selt as 
abouT Er W ' < nn ' ,Ut ' 1, " w P”' 10 r ‘-pl.v t« what be lias .aid 


Mr. PRESIDENT: If you refer to it then it will he mv painful duty 
to ask to resume your seat. So better do not mention ltiliui at all. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi WAHIDUZZAMAN: Sn. before you say so may I 

request you to consider whether his portion about Hihar should tie expunged 
or not, 1 


Mrt PRESIDENT: I shall consider that. 


Khan Sahib Maulvi WAHIDUZZAMAN: Thank you. s,r. Mr. Moho- 
anatush has stated that the Muslim League never took anv cognisance of 
what happened in Noakhali, much less the Government of the province. 
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Sir. I can tell you this much that as soon as the news reached Calcutta on 
the 14th October the Chief Minister sent one of his colleagues, the Minister 
m charge of Civil Supplies, Mr. Gofran, to Noakhali and what were his 
activities at Noakhali everybody knows. If after that somebody comes 
forward and says that Government were callous or indifferent, T should say 
he is deliberately thinking of .something whi(?h he should not think. Any- 
way. he has accused the Muslim League Government of the province for 
being callous and inhuman. I say. Sir, this Government overacted in 
taking action. 

I may say a few words about what the Muslim League did here. 
Immediately the news reached Calcutta, the Muslim League Working Com- 
mittee passed a resolution condemning the aetiou of the hooligans. The 
local Muslims did try to prevent these things. The District Muslim League 
had no information of what was happening there. You are aware, Sir, of 
the communication difficulties there. One is not expected to know what is 
happening 15 miles away from the headquarters when there is so much of 
transport difficulty. Anyway, Sir, that is neither here nor there. I 
shudder to think what oppression the military police are at present 
committing on the Muslims in Noakhali under the guidance of what they 
call the Congress volunteers that are now working in Noakhali under the 
guidance of their able leader, Mr. Gandhi. 1 would like to say so though 
I know, Sir, that Mr. Gandhi lifts gone there with a noble mission, — at 
least that is what the Congress platform preaches. Well, J say that 
Mr. Gandhi has gone there to provoke the Muslims and not, really to bring 
back peace in those areas (A muck: Question?) You may say Question 
hut 1 say, from his conduct it will show that he has boen trying to do so. 

Well, I went to Comilla along with other Muslim League leaders and I 
have seen several refugee centres at Comilla and Keni. But what we found 
tlitie? W oil, not that there is much ot complaint against tin* local Mus- 
lim'' hut it was an organised attempt to bring up a case against the local 
Muslim League and the Hindus have succeeded in making a ease under the 
guidance ol Mr. Gandhi. They have been successful in committing the 
"or>t type of atrocities, the most criminal acts against humanity. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Cite an instance. 


Khan Sahib Maulvi WAHIDUZZAMAN: There is a number of 

instances. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCft NAHAR: Nowhere; it is all false. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi WAHIDUZZAMAN: Y ou may sa\ it in false. 
M hat happened at Seuldah and at all the way-side railway stations in 
Bengal? These Congress hooligans started checking up the passengers 
that were coming from Noakhali side. Immediately after the incidents of 
-'oakhali these Congress hooligans started setting up what they call relief 
centres by the rail way station sides in Bengal und in the name of relief 
^’hat they were doing was checking passengers anrl killing them mercilessly. 
Muslim women in purdah were humiliated like anything. 1 was present at 
the Sealdah station 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Why did >ou not stop it when you saw 


Khan Sahib Maulvi WAHIDUZZAMAN: W oil, I did my level best. 
Atfain I tell you, Sir. it is due to the kindness of the Chief Minister that 
hey ure still there, they are still functioning there. Sir, the civil adminis- 
rat,on of Noakhali has ceased to function. The criminal administration is 
lf> w continuing under the guidance of that lnpocrite Mr. Gandbi. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAtt Stop it. 



ADJOURNMENT MUT1UN. 


[OTH JBliB., 




Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Wahiduzzaman, the use of that expression 
neither adds force to your arguments nor to the dignity of the debate. So 
will you please withdraw that expression? 

Khan Sahib Maulvi WAHIDUZZAMAN: No Sir, because I feel that 
lie is a hypocrite. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case, I am sorry, I shall have to ask you to 
eit down. " 

Khan Sahib Maulvi WAHIDUZZAMAN: I will sif down but I will not 
withdruw that expression. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I shall not allow you to speak further. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I shall speak later on. My friend Rai 
Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray will speak now, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is for the (’hair to decide who will speak next 
if you do not want to speak now. Order, order. Yes, Mr. Amulyadhone 
Roy. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Most deeply 1 regret the unfortunate 
incidents in the districts of Noakhali and Tippera and my heart-felt sympathy 
goes to the sufferers in those districts. Hut, Sir, I have occupied this floor 
of the Chamber not to apportion the blame between the Ministry and the 
Opposition or for the mutter of that between the Muslims and the Hindus. 
The only question 'that arises in my mind is this: What is the utility of 
this adjournment motion? Will it lead to Hindu-Muslim unity? My 
unswei is an emphatic “No”. Will it go to allay the sufferings of our 
brothers and sisters in the districts of Noakhali and Tippera, or will it go 
to the solution of the root cause which is responsible for the misfortune of 
thousands of men, women and children? Here, again, my answer is the 
same. Then, Sir, let the tragedy ot Noakhali and Tippera on which this 
adjournment motion is based be an eye-opener for our future guidance. 
With the utmost humility let me make an appeal to the honourable members 
of the opposition to show through this adjournment motion how this chapter 
ol civil war in India caff be finally closed on tin* recognition of mutual 
TighU and claims by an agreement between the different communities con- 
cerned. l«’or the sake of Hindu-Muslim unity ahich is the only w’ay of 
achieving India’s independence and avoiding this calamity, may 1 urge upon 
my honourable friends on the Congress benches to induce Mahatma Gandhi 
to go to the province of Bihar, so that by his action he may win over the 
Biharee Muslims? Why am I making an appeal lathis effect? Congress- 
men should realise that rightly or wrongly, probably wrongly, the Muham- 
madan community is suspecting Gundhiji, however noble his mission may* 
be in Noakhali, and 1 hang down my head in shame that according to some 
honourable members of this House, the greatest man in India is today a 
suspect in the eyes of Muhammadans. Therefore, Sir, if Mahatma Gandhi 
goes to Hihur, by Uis action he can win over the confidence of the Muslims 
there by persuasion, can induce the Hindus to win over the confidence of 
Muslims and citr-rrrsu. Thus it will lead to Hindu-Muslim unity which will 
fully bring about India’s independence. Before I finish this subject I must 
urge that relief measures in every shape should reach the door of every 
sufferer if the Ministry wants to survive. With these words I oppose the 
adjournment motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Mr President, Sir. I must at the very 
outset controvert the statement of Mr. Mclnemy, the District Magistrate 
of Noakhali, who once said that Jjie disturbances in Raipur, Ramganj, 
Lakshmipur and Beguingauj t lianas in his district were due to economic 
causes. If it were so, the disturbances would not have taken a communal 
turn, All poor Hindu) and poor Muslims would have combined to fall 
upon the rich Hindus and the rich Muslims and there would have been no 
outrage# on women or forced conversion. 
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Sir, the whole thing was political. It was not the work of hooligans 

as we understand the terra. It was planned. Ex-servicemen led and the 

Muslims very generally joined, in which there were presidents of several 
union boards. They fell upon the inoffensive and unoffending Hindus, 
many of whom, on the plea of being given protection were subsequently 
treacherously done away with. Their war cry was — 

vxff cm* ntfwm i 

They were armed with all sorts of weapons ranging from guns to lathis, 
brickbats and bottles. They cut the highways so as to make governmental 
or private relief or rescue impossible. By Pakisthan they understood not 
the majority rule of the Muslims but the Muslimization of the whole area. 
And so we find innumerable instances of forced conversions. In persuit 

of their pet idea of Pakisthan, they descended themselves to the "lowest 

level of beasts. They raped women, forced them to marriage, committed 
murders hv hundreds, inflicted wounds on thousands, burnt houses u*s they 
liked and looted properties worth lakhs and lakhs of rupees with the results 
that panic-stricken people tied not only from disturbed areas but also from 
unaffected parts on apprehensions of oppression. Disturbed areas were 
mostly confined to (lianas of Raipur, Ramganj, Lakshmipur and Begum- 
ganj in Noakhali and to t bunas of Cliandpur, Faridganj and Hajigunj in 
Tippera. Over a lakh of people migrated to different parts of tin* province 
and even beyond. It was a planned invasion. Meetings were frequently 
held before the distui bailees in which violent speeches were made by the 
Muslim Leaguers depicting what happened in Calcutta in August last and 
what was the proportion of Muslims and Hindus killed in the Great Calcutta 
Killing. Local authorities Mere forewarned of the coming events. No 
preventive steps were taken. And when the disturbances started they did 
ver\ little to eireumsscribe it or to stop it. The attitude of the local 
authorities encoiuaged the invaders to do their worst and the\ did their 
worst for a period extending ever a fortnight till the Military were on the 
spot . It Government really intended to suppress the rising, it could have 
been quashed in a weeks time as was done in Bihar. But. Sir, the persons 
in power seemed to enjoy the whole thing. While horn time to time 
condemnation came from high quarters, it was not followed by suitable 
actions Sir. the Chief Minister and the Minister for Civil Supplies visited 
the disturbed areas. They blew hot and cold at the same time and their 
behaviour brought n<| fears in the hearts of the wrong-doers. Mr. Fuzlur 
Rulnnan also saw the arrested hooligans who threatened to go on hunger 
strike, and what lie told them he knows be-t. There was however one Minis- 
ter, Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed, who spoke feelnigh and did not mince 
matters. Since t hen he is in the had honk of the Muslim League Part\. 

Even the military worked under great disadvantage as the\ had work 
under the direction of the police whJMi being under ftie civil Government 
often stayed the bunds of the military. Otherwise mttn> abducted women 
who still iemain untraced could have been rescued. Worse than murder or 
arson or loot were the outrages on women. These outrages were so calcula- 
ted, brutal and gruesome, that it was no wonder th#t the virile Hindus in 
Bihar lost their balance and retaliated terribly for which we all regret and 
sincerely regret and for which the Government of Bengal should be held 
responsible for having given a long rope to the Muslim Leaguers to earn on 
their Direct Action Policv which is at the root of all the miseries. The Gov- 
ernment of Bihar in dealing with the Muslim refugees did, everything in their 
power to restore confidence and feed them and clothe them. In comparison 
with them Bengal Government’s action in dealing with the Noakhali and 
South Tippera refugees calls forth the present criticism. This Govern- 
ment action has been so half-hearted, ineffective and inadequate that but 
for Gandhiji the areas where disturbances took place* would nave remained 
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waste only to be occupied by the Muslims. This great soul at the age of 
78 is now going from village to village offering prayers, giving advice to 
the people and doing everything in his power to induce trie Muslims and 
Hindus to live as before in unity, love, peace and co-operation. It is 
this great soul’s action which is responsible for return of confidence 
and with it the return of refugees to their hearth and homes. The 
Government, as constituted, and as if is a communal Government, would 
not have oared a straw, if the refugees had not have returned, however 
glibly they might talk. Although there was such a catastrophe, the 
Government did not transfer any notable officer for their acts of 
incompetence or negligence. They merrily carried on. The standard of 
morality was brought down so low by the spirit of communalism in the 
ranks of officers dispensing justice that hundreds of persons accused of 
murder, arson, loot, rape, etc., and arrested for trial were allowed to go on 
bail even in cases of nonbailable offences. Thanks to Tippera S. 1\ there 
was appeal against such bailing out of criminals. The District Judge had 
to intervene, cancelled bail and though his orders were appealed against in 
the High Court, the High Court upheld the decision of the District Judge. 
The* communal executive officers are still in their respective places without 
any tear of transfer or admonition. 

The truth is, so long as there is this communal Government which tor 
power have to look to Muslim League party outside, and the holders of 
power are men of no very great honesty or of intellectual eminence, such 
things will always happen. Indeed the morality in the administration has 
gone down so low, that now, however regrettable, there is a section of the 
people who are demanding partition of Bengal and asking for a Government 
of the Bengali Hindus for them and by them. 

Sir, in various ways, by bringing in highly controversial Bi IK. foi 
grubbing at lands, allocation of money for the Muslim community without 
caring for the opinion of the other major community who furnisher the 
bulk of the money of the Public Exchequer, simply relying on communal 
majority votes— which are not truly democratic votes — this Government are 
leading the province to a serious crisis and I see nothing but daikness 
ahead till this dark force so wholly represented in the formation ot the 
Government is not totally crushed. For this every honest man should try, 

Mr. MD. TAUFIQ: Sir. I rise to oppose this motion, because I do no! 
find any justification for it at the moment. Had this motion been moved 
for the police zvlum which is going on in Tippera and Noakhali certainly 
it would have some ground. These communal riots were spreading all ovei 
India from one end to another and in many places much more atrocities 
wer® committed and lawlessness prevailed for longer period. The members 
of the Opposition should have congratulated this Government having put 
this lawlessness to an end at a very early date. In many other provinces 
lawlessness is still going on and they could not quell it. Sir, everybody 
has got sympathy with those wdio have suffered in these riots, hut thes< 
occasions should not he utilised for advancing the propaganda of a party 
My friends on the opposite always try to utilise such occasions to meet theii 
party ends. They had done similarly when Bengal Government had ven 
wisely declared August Kith as a holiday. They put in several adjourn- 
ment motions, created ill-feelings, gave wide publication to theii 
mischievous propaganda which resulted in a serious riot in Calcutta. Now 
again they are trying the same methods, and it appears that their thirsi 
for human blood has not been quenched. When this great dangei ol 
communal trouble has not come 4o an end the Opposition should have aotec 
with some restraint on an occasion like this. Instead of doing so. they 
as usual, are trying to put the blame on the Bengal Government who hav< 
acted very promptly ami generously so far as relief and rehabilitation ot 
refugees is concerned. Every possible attempt is being made, everj 
possible help is being given, but to my frieuds on the opposite, whatevei 
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good is done* it looks to them a bad thing. So I again say that there is no 
justification for this adjournment motion on this occasion. 

Mr* BIJOY 8INGH NAHAR: Sir, in Noakhali the first incident that 
came to notice happened on the 10th of October, i.e., after the close of the 
last session of this Council and naturally this motion has been tabled today 
to show the utter failure of Government to check the disturbances there 
Many incidents happened, many murders and many lootings happened 
before that date in those areas. There were hundreds of petitions to the 
District Magistrate and the Police Superintendent and also to the Hon’ble 
the Chief Minister but nobody/ cared; nobody took any action; nobody 
wanted to see in reality what was going on there, what was happening 
there. The Government were utterly callous at that time and for their 
utter callousness these things could happen. Even after these incidents, 
for a few days, as our Leader Mr. Dutta has pointed out. the local 
authorities, the District Magistrate and the Superintendent of Police, were 
enjoying the fun in the town leaving aside the district in the hands of the 
murderers and looters without taking any interest in the administration. 1 
do not know whether they at all sent any intimation to the Chief Minister 
or to the Government in Calcutta. It might or might not have come, 1 do 
not know. But at least I can assume that they did not send any intimation 
as the Hon’ble Chief Minister has not said anything. At the time the 
authorities did not act at all. they took the affair perhaps lighth , or 1 
should say, they connived at these things and they enjoyed the fun of these 
sad and terrible happenings. Sir, I sa\ that the Government and the 
Ministers failed even in discharging their elementary duties by the people 
to maintain law and order. One of m\ friends on the opposite side slated 
that the Government over-acted. Ma\ 1 know what the Government 
did ? Can you point out how many arrests have been made there ? Have 
the ( Tovernment even now imposed any collective fine in those areas where 
these crimes were committed? I should say, No. Still now no collective 
fine has been imposed in these places. Why? We know what the reply 
could be. It was not imposed because these beast U acts were committed 
in a Muslim majority district and the persons who did these were all 
Muslims and the supporters of the Muslim League, the party to which the 
present Ministers belong. Sir, toda\ the Government have lost the 
confidence of the people of the Province. (The Hon’ble Mr. ShamscddiN 
Ahmed: Long before!). The Hon'ble Minister over there says that they 
lost the people's confidence long ago. The\ should be ashamed of 
this and of .their failure to run the administration smoothly guaranteeing 
the people safety of their lives and property. They should be ashamed of 
the tact that they have miserably failed to discharge their primary duty and 
function to the people. * 

My last point is this that the Government did not make any arrange- 
ments for essential facilities to those who suffered, as an instance 1 may 
cite that transit facilities were absolutely inadequate. I know of 
instances where people were not allowed to board steamers or trains and 
they were forcibly taken out and were not allowed to go out of their places. 
They were not given rations even in towns; no food hud been supplied to 
those sufferers. The batch of relief vounteers who hud been to these 
places were not allowed to carry on their relief work to the distressed people 
because the Government thought it unwine to allow them to go there which 
they thought would create agitation. (One iionoiram.l member: Did you 
go there yourself ? ) No, I did not but 1 aru speaking from knowledge and 
information and from facts and figures, and as a matter of fact if I had 
time I could hdve placed them here today. <Oxk hoxocrabi.e member: 
Was it not your duty to go there?) I know that these incidents actually 
happened there. I therefore charge the Government and the Ministry 
with failure to do their duty at the time and have therefore lost the 
confidence of the people. They have absolutely mishandled the whole 
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thing; the administration has absolutely failed; it has not taken any actios 
against officers who did not perform their duty; they have neither seen noi 
oared to see whether their own paid officers acted wisely and properly and 
have allowed things to drift on without taking action against officers whc 
did not act or inform the Government in proper time of the happenings, 
although they were informed beforehand that such incidents mighl 
happen. 

Sir, Mr. Taufiq has mentioned that even now police zxthim is going or 
[there against the Muslims. I would like to hear of, such instances. Ii 
police zulvm is going on there, why does he not ask his own party member* 
or his own Chief Minister to stop this zulSn. (One honourable member : 
Because Mr. Gandhi is there). Well, Sir, I know who is who. If th< 
police zvlum is going on there it is the duty of th$ Minister in charge ot 
Law and Order to stop it, to see that the people can live happily and peace- 
fully and confidence is restored amongst them. It is their own governmen' 
and it is therefore shameful that they cannot stop this alleged zulum. ] 
will not go into further details but I would like the Government to tak< 
proper steps and to see that confidence does come back among the pooph 
of Bengal and no further incidents of this kind ever happen. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Mr President, Sir. I will no 
imitate some of my friends who have spoken on this motion, nor shall 
be as light-hearted as the mover of the motion has been, obviously becausi 
it is the cheapest way of courting popularity of the public by championing 
the cause of his community just from the safe precincts of this Chamber 
It is not my purpose today to try to apportion blame tor what has happenet 
in Noakhali or in Calcutta or elsewhere. These are, may be, links in tin 
chain of communal antagonism which is embittering the feelings of tin 
people from one end of the country to another. It is not also my purposi 
to say what is the proportion or extent of the damage in men and rnone; 
that has happened in Noakhali compared wdth what has happened ii 
Calcutta or in Bihar. It is just possible that what has happened ii 
Noakhali is only one-hundredth part of what has happened in Bihar. But 
Sir,- the result is the same. The result is the same destruction of one mai 
by another. Sir, we have to be ashamed for all these, whether a Hindi 
has been killed or whether a Mussalman has been killed. We mus 
wwnember that responsible political leaders have to play their own part an* 
not exasperate the feelings further and embitter and rouse those passion 
which are responsible for these ugly and inhuman occurrences amongst us 
Therefore it will not be proper for any one to try and rouse the same hatre< 
that has beeu perpetrated here in Calcuttu and in Noakhali. One thinj 
that I am afraid of is that the politicians are taking this antagonosti 
Such .an extent that the entire machinery ot the Government i 
m danger, so that the loss in Noakhali would not be so much it 

comparison with? the loss that, would take place if the entire machinery o 
Government ' breaks down . The leader of the opposition has spoken abou 
the happenings iu Noakhali in an unrestrained and irresponsible manne 
and has shown great mission against the officers of Noakhali simply becaus 
they happened to be Muslims 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTAs On a point of order Sir. Mr. Chow 
dhurv was speaking of my statement and said that I was accusing th 
officers of Noakhali because they were Muslims. But the District Magis 
Jtrate «t that time was a Hindu officer und not a Musli 

Mr. PRESIDENT; This is a point of personal explanation: 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHaWDHURY: Then again, Sir, I know c 
incidents in which colleagues of my friends opposite, some of the leadin 
men of the Hindu community, were approached by us tor accompanying t 
the affected areas in order to bring peace and confidence to the homes c 
the Hindus there but they flatly refused to go there. 1 have also know 
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of cases in which Hindu politicians ran to the Government established 
refugee camps and asked the refugees to leave the place and took their 
names in order to make but false cases. I know of cases where Hindu 
politicians who never went to the villages of incidents but gave names of 
innocent persons there and implicated them simply because they belonged 
to the other community as if it is sufficient to entangle as many Muslims 
as possible and take them before courts of law and get them punished. I 
am afraid, Sir, the whole administration is on the breaking point. It is 
for the Government to devise ways and means to deal with the situation 
and prevent this brelk down of the machinery. There are Hindu officers. 
Magistrates, Judges or policemen and they should always think that they 
are serving the Government and should not take sides. There are cases 
when sides were taken, 

Mr. NACENDRA 4lATH MAHALAN0BI8H : On a point of order,. 
Sir. Is he entitled to say this against Hindu officers of Government ? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: He is quite in order. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY : Then, Sir, we have seen how 
innocent Muslims were being punished on the plea that they were named 
by some Hindus to have been involved in the arson. 1 have also come 
across cases in 'which Hindus said that their lives were saved by such and 
such persons but the next information was that those very persons who were 
reported to have saved their lives were said to have been responsible for the 
murder of hundred Hindus and thus they were clapped into jail and are still 
rotting there. Now, Sir, if I compare the incidents of Noakhali w’ith those of 
Bihar 'where 50,00U Muslims were said to have been murdered and the 
steps taken by the Bihar Government to stop 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: On a point of order, Sir. (an he speak 
about Bihar? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Chowdhury, you should not speak about what 
took place in Bihar. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: All right, Sir, I withdraw the 
wprd “Bihar”. 

Therefore I will not ask the Government to imitate the authorities * 
elsewhere and behave as partisan in these riots, in these fights, hut behave 
us a responsible organisation. If this Government have to do that, they 
will have to remove and restrain those ugly officers who have forgotten 
their duties so much so that they are taking vengeance of what has 
happened already as if thev are championing the causes of their ow r n 
community. Another remark has been made that this Govefniiletti^kdivo 
not imposed punitive taxes as yet in those areas^sIJirlt the disturbance 
has been quelled in ten days and after that there haft feeB no further 
disturbance. Certainly some amount of restraint should tfiive jj^en enforced 
on those who created a sense of terror in the minds of the entire populace 
there. 

Now, Sir, 1 would have very much appreciated if Mr. Gandhi went to 
[the Hindus in places where the Muslims had suffered and bring back the 
friendship which had been lost and vice versa, it he had by his persuasion 
tried to win back the confidence that has been lost. But he has not done 
so or is not doing that. 

As regards the rehabilitation graut, I may tell the House that the 
Budget will reveal what amount of money the Government have, out of 
their generosity,* granted to restore the confidence, to help the people 
to build their burnt houses, etc. It may not be known to the honourable 
members opposite what amount of care has been taken by this Government 
|o see that Mr. Gandhi does not feel any discomfort in his visit to these 
riot-affected places. Think of this attitude of the Bengal Government and 
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you should be ashamed of those authorities w bo created difficulties in th< 
relief work undertaken elsewhere. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Huq Chowdhury, your time is up. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, will you please give him a minute 
more to express regret for what has happened in his own birth place. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am sorry, T cannot. 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH RAY: Mr. President, Sir, we have 
assembled here today under the dark shadow of all-pervading shrieks and 
bewailings of the bereaved, the destitute and the ruined, the poor victims 
of Noakhali and adjacent parts of Tippera. The air is thick with deep 
mutual hatred, disgust anil misgivings which will probably never disappea] 
from Bengal's mind in spite of all the swan-songs of Mr. Suhrawardv, oui 
popular t hief Minister who is also in charge of Law and Order. It was 
really a war against the weak minority of Hindus in the Noakhali district 
who form a little more than one-sixth of its population. In the affected areas 
they have been ruined in every way and in every sphere — in religious life 
in economic status and in prestige. Almost all the Hindu villages and 
almost all the Hindu sections of other villages in the affected areas hav« 
been attacked and sucked. The ruin of village after village, the burning 
and pulling down of houses, one after another, the untold sufferings oj 
large musses of humanity — where could we find the wealth of expression 
ito give them shape in language Sj. Brojen (’hakravarty, Secretary, 
Chandpur Relief Committee, sent the following Telegram under date 
October 10, 1946: — “Arson, looting and murder have started on a mass 
scale throughout the subdivision, specially in sadar, Faridganj and Haji- 
ganj ihnnas. Reports of forcible conversion are numerous. Refugees art 
pouring in thousands. Mohs are proceeding towards the town (Chandpur) 
Police force is absolutely inadequate and the way out is machine-gunning 
from the air by noon today. Military help is also immediately essentia! 
to save the town”. From a report of Sj. Surendru Mohon Ghose. Presideni 
of the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee, which also appeared in sonic 
of the Culcuttu dailies, we came to know that “at least over o thousanc 
persons have been killed in the lawlessness in certain areas of Noakhali aiu 
Tippera since October, 10”. Sj. Ghose adds that “over fifty thousanc 
bthers have been affected by the other acts cd the rioters, namely, forcible 
conversions, forcible marriages and abductions’*. From the very beginning 
of the occurrence, the authorities have been dinning into the ears of the 
people that the newspaper reports appearing then were exaggerated, 
To attempt to belittle this terrible and stupendous havoc is a crime agninsi 
civilisation and Immunity. In spite of these, the officials are denying the 
reality of Noakhali havoc. Indeed history has yet to record such wonder- 
ful forensic skill 4nd foresight and masterly activity on the part of i 
Minister in charge Law and Order for the proper protection of the lift 
and property of the people — or should I say — such criminal and deliberate 
inaction on the part of such Minister with full apprehension of the org) 
of violence that is very likely to happen and that in fact happened an< 
continued to happen, the like of which even did not follow the invasion o 
Nadir Shaw or which Burke could not paint. 

Sir, essentially of a moderate temperament that 1 am. none hut Goi 
alone knows how much it pains me when 1 feel an uncontrollable urg 
within me to allow this vocal expression to gush out of my bleeding heart 
Is there even a parallel to this in history? Sir, the greatest problem tha 
confronts us today is not whether the Hindus struck first or the Muslim 
strttek first or whether the Hindus have been killed in larger numbers o 
the Muslims have been killed in larger numbers. The first and foremos 
question of importance is who are responsible for this great calamity, hoi 
far the Government have discharged their duties for {the preservation o 
peace and tranquility, law and order in those fateful days and whether th 
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Government had reasonable causes of apprehension about the possible out- 
break of disturbances in Noakhali, and if so, what steps did they adopt to 
meet such a possible situation. Even a general perusal of the notorious 
outbursts of some of the big guns of the Muslim League of Bengal at the 
time will make it quite apparent to any layman how horrible their effect ( 
might be in the mind of the illiterate ami intlamable mob. May I ask 
Mr. Suhrawardy why the Government did not make elaborate police and 
military arrangements just on the receipt of the news of the outbreak of 
violence ? The newspaper reports show that even when violence broke out 
no sufficient measures were taken by the Government at the earliest stage 
to meet the situation. Fancy,, the Inspector-General of Police, says a 
Bengal Government press note. Hew to Chittagong on the 16th October 
that is, practically a week after mass violence had started in Noakhali. 
According to reports |he Chief Minister who is also the Minister of Law 
and Order, is “not thinking of visiting Noakhali now”. The Governor 
was having a brief holiday in the hills. The Viceroy, it is reported, asked 
the Governor of Bengal to send him “fuller reports” of the terrible happen- 
ings of Noakhali. And there it, stands! Meanwhile the helpless 
thousands, men, women and children got mercilessly killed and their 
homes ransacked. The League Government of Bengal could neither 
prevent nor stop the Calcutta carnage. Its colossal inaptitude in those 
terrible days was visibly demonstrated. Similar inaptitude on its part has 
now been responsible for the killing of another -’>,000 in an East Bengal 
district. We simply fail to understand now such a Government is allowed 
to function. Military help was taken at a time when crores of valuable 
properties had been destroyed and thousands of innocent lives had been 
lost. Is not this inaction on the part of the Government a crime against 
constitution and law and are not the people who are running the Govern- 
ment liable to impeacement forthwith? There are various other charges 
against the Government and that even by the Press and the persons of 
great importance in the public life <d this country. Failure to realise the 
gravity or to convey it to the military in time may after all he an act of 
great remissness, whetliei it was wilful or otherwise, it is not tor us to say. 
What i> it that many cy e-w it nesses’ accounts reveal —and some of the eye- 
witnesses are responsible and lespectable citizens? They reveal, if any- 
thing, criminal callousness and inaction on the part of the nolice. If the 
newspaper reports an* true, certainly any reasonable man will consider the 
Government action to be tar less satisfactory than what it should be. 1 
do not of course grudge tin* Government spending the public revenue of 
Bengal for the interests of the non-Bengalis hut t would like to remind the 
Government only of the lad that Bengal’s ’interests should be the first 
charge upon Bengal's revenue. Before satisfying Bengal’s needs not a 
single farthing should be spent otherwise in the interests of those who are 
non-Bengalis and who have been dwelling elsewhere. 

Apparently the Government have very miserably failed in the proper 
discharge of their primary duties which mean the preservation of the life 
and the properties of the people. Referring to this Government Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru said shortly after the Calcutta carnage “One is inclined 
to doubt after this if it is any Government at all”. And he, J believe, was 
not far wrong. 

“In quietness and confidence” said the Governor in one of his broad- 
casts, “shall be your strength”. The Governor need not ask people for 
confidence. We may assure His Excellency that confidence will come 
unasked the moment the people find the government doing their duty 
fearlessly, impartially and conscientiously. Let the Government vindicate 
their right to be* regarded as a decent Government that is neither directly 
nor indirectly sullied with any kind of charge whatsoever for this great 
carnage. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, I tabled a motion for adjournment 
of the House for Government’s failure to protect the lives, property and 
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honour of the minority community in Noakhali and Tippera and you, Sir, 
very properly admitted the motion of my friend which is more comprehen- 
sive. In supporting the motion moved by my friend, Mr. Mahalanobish, 
I only want to point out here a few salient facts for discussion and 
, consideration by the House. Since the notorious incident of the 16th 
August last, the public came to realise the sinister motive of the Muslim 
League. The Horfble the Chief Minister, just, after the incident, declared 
at Bombay that what had been done in Calcutta could easily have been 
undertaken in the districts ot East Bengal. Fears in die Hindu mind were 
naturally raised and the leaders of Noakhali and other places many of whom 
were the leading members oi the Bar, made frantic appeals to the district 
officials to take timely action, but subsequently events showed t hat all these 
ended in nothing. It may be remembered by the House that in reference 
to Dacca I too raised the question just alter the conclusion of the Budget 
Session hiNt time to which the Honourable Chief Minister held out the 
assurance that he was personally visiting the affected areas in East Bengal 
with haulers like Mr. K. S. Hoy and others and would spare no pains to 
restore normal state of affairs tiiere. 

Sir, I am deeply sony to tell you here that communal liot broke out 
afresh just after his coming hack from tin* riot-affected ureas. Arson, 
loot, plunder continued to play havoc in the districts of Dacca, Noakhali 
and Tippera. Mr. Harcndru Kumar Chowdhury, M.L.A., issued a state- 
ment just about a fortnight before the ugly tragedy of Noakhali in which 
he warned the Government of the elaborate preparation which was then 
being made by a gang with Muslim League slogans in their mouths, but 
neither the Provincial Government nor the district authorities took any 
measure to meet the forthcoming eventuality. Mr. Nazimuddin on his way 
buck from the Punjab declared that a serious communal conflagration might 
take place and it. would happen so soon that he might not reach hi* own 
province. I don't like to quote any more instance In pio\e the tact that 
extensive preparation was undertaken by a gang oi hooligans to launch the 
Noakhali campaign and t lit* Go\ernment remained unaccountably and 
unnaturally inactive. 

The District Magistinte and the Superintendent ot Police of Noakhali 
were approached by the local leaders but they maintained a passive attitude 
and deliberately failed to take active measures fm the future insurance of 
peace and safety of the minority community of the distnets. Late Rai 
Sahib Uujendra Lai Roy and others, it is undet stood, handed over to them 
threatening letters received by them hut instead of taking measures to 
truce out and punish the culprits, the incompetent Distnct Mugistiate slept 
over the matter. It is again curious that this incompetent Magistrate was 
removed on the day of occurrence, that is, the lUth October, and the district 
remained nominally under the charge ot Mi. Zaman hut practically without 
any District Officer. 

Now, again, Sir, the ugly tragedy happened on and from the 10th 
October, but Calcutta the civilised world came to know of this horrible 
atrocity after three days in an incomplete and evasive statement of the 
Premier that there was something wrong in the district ot Noakhali. Three 
or four days more were necessary to have a full idea of the tragedy in 
details. Thus you will see. Sir, that t he whole incident iN full of signi- 
ficance. It is full of perplexity too. We have been repeatedly asked to 
forgive and forget. Cun we forget the heinous crimes committed upon our 
womenfolk deliberately with sinister motive to annihilate the race H 'an we 
forgive the persons who still are hiding the abducted women and the Govern- 
ment being seemingly callous or* helpless. From the report of Mr. Simpson, 
a portion of which is said to have been just leaked out, it appears that “a 
mass scale molestation of women was committed”. Three hundred women 
were outraged iu one place and four hundred in another. A local Muslim 
leader gave definite assurances to the minority community in case of any 
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mass attack; hut at the time of direct action, this local leader conducted 
the orgy of loot, arson and abduction with all satanic glee under his personal 
supervision. Even the report suggests that the officials were in league 
with these elements. The problem of problems is still today how to free 
this marooned womenfolk who are still under the dutches of the ruffians. 

Sir, mere discussion of these tragedies that have become every day 
affair in Bengal life will not do. The Hindu legislators who form the 
major portion of the Bengal Opposition, if they have any sense of honour 
left to them, should* follow the footsteps of the League leaders working in 
other provinces ?Ri *Ut *urut I This is the only way. 

Failing that there is no other alternative than to partition Bengal on 
communal majority basis tor the sake of safety, secuiity and tranquillity of 
both the communities of the Province. 

WiTh thes<‘ words. Sir, I commend the motion for tin* acceptance of 
the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. President, Sir, I am 
sure (hat every one in this House deplores the incidents which occurred in 
Noakhali and Tippera and condemns the action of those hooligans who 
resorted to the crimes. 1 shall try and he as objective as possible and 
place before the House what steps the Government took to control the 
situation, anil I think, Sir, that Government can take credit that the situa- 
tion was controlled very rapidly indeed without any great loss to the 
minorities. 1 make bold to say that the situation would not have been 
controlled so easily had it not been for the assistance that Government 
received from the local Muslim League and Muslims in general. It is a 
travest\ ol tacts to sav that the Muslim League was behind that lawless- 
ness: a lawlessness that was condemned throughout by every single 
Muslim League leader and by even Muslim League organisation. Time 
and again have Muslims in those aieas tried to save and actually did save 
Hindus from molestation. 1 Utor tunatel\ this is now being forgotten, and 
today we ha\c the spectacle ot respectable Muslim Leaguers being 
implicated through false information and being put in jail. Sir, the 
incident staited on or about the IHth ot October. Before t hot there had 
been tumour* and reports nt light disturbances. Keni appeared to be in a 
state ot tennent. but there were no reports m the hands of Government 
that Hnmgnnj was likely to blow up. (in the 10th a Gurkha military unit 
of U?0 was sent to Feni. On this \crv day incidents occurred at Ramganj — 
considerable distance away nearly 40 miles. Sir, no one knew that things 
were boiling up in Ramganj. I would request tin* House to realise that the 
area is intersected with canals and at that time the canals were full. 
Movements were thmefore very difficult except for persons who had definite 
ohjectixes and knew whither the\ me going. Tins diffieult\ oi move- 
ment hampered the police and military in chasing the hooligans; for while 
they went in one direction the hooligans managed to decamp in another. 
This detachment of PJO was despatched from Chittagong at trie request of 
the Commissioner of the Chittagong Division who received information 
that the Feni situation was deteriorating. On tin* L’fth October information 
was received at police headquarters at Writers’ Buildings that there were 
w idepsread lawlessness in Ramganj police-station on the 10th of October, 
the Superintendent of Police, Noakhali, reported the inadequacy of the 
police and asked for additional police force to be placed at his disposal. 
He asked for one Sub-Inspector, three Head Constables and twenty-five 
constables. Immediately on receipt of this information the Inspector- 
General ordered the despatch of extra police force from Chittagong to 
Noakhali. When I refer to Head Constables and constables I refer to tbe 
armed police. So ultimately you will find that 4* r >0 armed police were sent 
to that area. They started arriving at Feni on the 1‘lth October and proceed- 
ed to Ramganj. One Sub-Inspector, H Head Constables and HO constables 
of Bakaraanj arrived on the 14jth Qctober and one Sub-Inspector, 4 Head 
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Constables and 50 constable from Alipore left by Chittagong Mail for 
Noakhali. The Deputy Inspector-General, Rajshahi, wan ordered bo 
depute 4 Head Constables and 50 constables to Tippera immediately. They 
arrived at Feni on the 13th. Two platoons also arrived at each of these 
|wo places. Now you will see, Sir, the steps that Government took and 
how soon the situation was brought under control. 1 will say one single 
sentence about Bihar just to point out what sleps we took to control the 
situation. I mention this only to show how soon we brought the situation 
under control. (Mr. L\m Cii\m>k\ 1)\s: In how many days?) In U 
days. On the 10th the trouble started and after the Kith of October there 
was no incident in Noakhali and after 20th October there was no incident 
in Tippera. These were the steps that we took. The police opened fire 
in Begamganj killing 3 and arresting 5. in another place. Sir, there was 
no firing on tin* hooligans and thousands of people wen* murdered — 

Mr. BIJOY 8INCH NAHAR: Sir, can the Double Minister icter to 
the action of the other Government now? 

Mf« PRESIDENT: The Hon’hle Minister had better not referred to 
the action of the other Government here. 

Thft Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: 1 merely pointed out to you 

that this Government 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is better to depend on the merits of your own 

case. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY : On the 14th October, Sn, 
the police opened fire at Sonaimun wounding 3, of whom one died latei. 
The Additional Superintendent of Police engaged a mob of looter.^ on the 
uight of the 13th and 14th October in R.imganj area and opened fin* on the 
looters killing o and arresting 3. tin the Kith October the Supenntendent 
of Police, Tippera, reported by wireless that trouble had stalled in the 
Lakshum area and the Deputy Inspector-General of Police, llunkvan Range, 
sent a force of ■> Head Constables and 5(1 constables tanned police » then* 
early on the lith morning. On the same day in addition to tin* >tl() armed 
police already despatched to the disturbed aieas ot Noakhali and Tip]ieia 
to supplement the numbers previously stationed in the two distiicts, an 
Indian Infantry Brigade Headquarters and a battalion each of the Punjab 
and Rajput regiments were sent then*. On the same day two platoons ot 
armed police at Dacca were ordered to proceed to Noakhali immediately. 
On the l Gill of October the Inspector-General ot Police left by air tor 
Chittago/ig arriving there at 3 p.m. He diseased the situation there with 
the Commissioner of the Division, Deputy Inspector-Gencial ot Police and 
other local authorities and (he provisional disposition of forces was agreed 
upon and preventive action was decided on the following lines, to stop 
trouble from spreading fuither and ariest the lingleadeis and tin* hooli- 
gans. On the 17th of October the liispectoi-t lencial of Police accompanied 
by the Divisional Commissioner and other military officers flew over the 
affected area. It was decided that a joint military and police headquarters 
should he established at Chamlpur and rcconnuisanee planes were constantly 
patrolling the affected areas. Special trains for the movement ot troops 
were arranged. The Deputy lnspeetor-Gonor.il was directed to tour the 
affected areas and arrangements were made for the posting of a Sub- 
Inspector to each military unit to co-ordinate police and military activities. 
On the 10th October His Excellency' the Governor, myself and the Inspector- 
General of Police visited Feni uftd ffew over the affected areas of the districts 
of Tippera and Noakhali. The Inspector-General returned to headquarters 
only on the 2tlth after supervising tin* arrangements. Two companies were 
despatched at once one to Chundpur and one to Laksham. On the Kith ot 
October the Deputy Inspector-General had to opou fire in the jurisdiction 
of Begumgonj thnmi and disperse a mob. On the same day the police 
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opened fire on the unruly mobs in some places in the jurisdiction of Chand- 
pur and Manipur police-stations with some casualties in* killed end wounded. 
On the loth and Kith the j>o!ice ojiened fire on three occasions in Faridganj 
in Tippera district killing o and wounding 15. They again opened fire on 
the 19th of October in an area in ('handpur police-station killing 5 and 
wounding 10. There was firing ut Kumgunj on the 18th of October killing 
1 and wounding some. 

I hope the honourable members opposite are satisfied that drastic action 
was taken against the offenders and firing was resorted to whenever tin' 
occasion arose for it. The Inspector-tieneral left (’aleutta on the 22ml 
October and visited (omillu and ('handpur to discuss the situation. 
Arrangements tor the despatch of troops weie made. The police opened 
fire five times on the 18th October in Ihinhimpur, in ('handpur police- 
station killing 2 and wounding some. This is the state of affairs. Sir. 
Everything was done as soon as information reached the authorities and 
armed police were sent from all parts oi Bengal to the affected areas and 
the military were also mobilised and they took action wherever they found 
violence taking place. Not only did they open tire on such occasions hut 
they prevented trouble from spreading fuither for which they traversed the 
whole area as much as was possible under the circumstances. 

1 think, Sir, this compares very favourably with any action that any 
Government could have taken in the matter. Then after that, Sir, we 
started taking steps tor the purpose of rehabilitation of the refugees. 
Reference has been made to Mahatma Gandhi's visit over theie. Mahatma 
Gandhi, Sir, has gone there with the object of lestoring confidence among 
the Hindus. He lias gone there to speak to them and to ask them to come 
hack. This is the policy of this Government as well, Sir, that there should 
he rehabilitation and that the Hindus should go hack to the areas where 
their homes are and should not be f lightened. 

\\ hen 1 went to Noakhali and Tippera I met huge crowds of Mussul- 
mans and there was unanimity amongst them that the Hindus should come 
hack, and they guaranteed them protection and said that their own lives 
would he forfeited it anything happened to (lie Hindus. T nfort unately , 
ut that time there were quit** a large number of persons posing as volunteers 
of various organizations, who, while we were making anaiigemcnts for the 
Hindus to come hack, weie instructing them not to do so, and wen* even 
encouraging exodus, so much so, that even on the day that Mahatma 
Gandhi arrived over there, there was general exodus of Hindus from those 
areas. It the Hindus could trust the Muslims sufficiently , the Muslims in 
their turn guaranteed them protection. So, it will he seen that it was not 
the Muslim community as a whole that was responsible, it was not u general 
uprising of the Muslim community Against a minority community. I am 
absolutely confident and you will also honestly admit that had it Hot been 
so, the incidents would not have been as restricted as they were in magnitude 
and extent. 

Sir, 1 think it is right and propel that I should olace before the House 
the extent of the damage, for Government have nothing to conceal and I 
have no desire to conceal, let the world know and compare and then judge. 
Sir, a great deal has been said of the extent of the damage caused by these 
incidents. Sir, let me say at once that the damage caused by these 
incidents of cruelty ami heartlessness performed by an aggressor communify, 
namely, what took place in Noakhali, pales into insignificance compared 
with what W'as done in other and different parts of the country. Let me 
also say that this speaks volumes for the Muslim nation and the Muslim 
people at Noaknali. Let me tell you, Sir. that only 418 villages, 240 in 
Noakhali and 178 in Tippera were affected. Of the number of persons 
killed and we have taken a complete tally over and over again on this point, 
lieeause we have given every consideration even to rumours of complaint, 
and have tried to check them up. I placed two judicial officers on special 
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duty for the purpose of assessing for themselves what actually took place. 
They were jimiciul officeis of the highest integrity and impartiality and they 

reported (interrupt ions), (One honourable .member: Who were 

they? Rut after all they were your own officers.) Yes, they were our 
own officers hut 1 may repeat that they are officers of the highest integrity 
and impartiality. Their names are Mr. K. Simpson, I.C.S., and Mr. R. 
Gupta, l.(\K. I will deal in detail with Mr. Simpson’s report when 1 come 
to that part. It is in their report and we have checked up those reports 
over and over again, and as a matter of fact, I am giving you more than 
what they gave us, that in Noakhali 145 men were killed and in Tippera 57, 
total 1H5. dust compare this figure with the figure ascribed by my friends 
on tht* other side, which is in thousands, and tens of thousands. Respect- 
able leaders of tin* Congress parts startled tins woild by saving that as many 
as 5,000 Hindus had been killed, and precipitated incidents elsewhere. 
The number of persons injured in Noakhali is not known hut it was small, 
and in Tippera it was 50, which included 50 Muslims. As regards abduc- 
tion, and here I am also pointing out about forcible marriages, 1 may tell 
you, Sir, that this has been checked up not merely on tin* wild statements 
of the people but on ^reports. If in this connection 1 sav that only ten 
persons came and complained, and they speak in terms of thousands and 
millions, then 1 am afraid they are on the wrong side of the stile. Abduc- 
tions in Noakhali wore ten in number, in Tippera ml. (Cries ot “ridiculous” 
from opposition benches.) Let me tell you again, Sir. that those persons 
who say that it is ridiculous are doing so without knowledge oi without 
their hooks. Resides, there is no question of repoit here. It i> a question 
of complaints made before police officers and in court ; in court hundreds 
and thousands ot cases might ha\c been hiought against Mussulmans hut 
there has not been am thing of the kind. If there wen* an\ thing on merits 
then the aggrieved people would have all come to the court and then* would 
he many such people. A large numhci ol these reports wcie manufactured 
in these refugee camps, mam ot them in one hand writing b\ the same 
persons und the names underneath strung together. From the very first 
information report it, was apparent that the people w hose names wen* there 
were not at all present there. Tin* report sa\s - number oi forcible marriages 
in Noakhali two, and m Tippera nil, and it am body amongst the gentlemen 
sitting here can produce one more case l promise t < * look into it and to have 
it thoroughly investigated. Then. Sir, the number ol rapes in Noakhali 
is nil, Tippera nil; there was no specific information about it. With regard 
to Mr. Simpson’s report he has not reported u.s a fact that 5(H) women were 
found b> him to have been taped. How can that he when they were mostly 
old men and women and children? Mr. Simpson said that Hindus came 
to him and complained and he put down the complaints. The complaint was 
general and vague, hut not a single fndiuduul ease was mentioned about 
rape. Then, Sir, these two judicial officeis. Mr.. Simpson and Mr. (iupta, 
went from place to place, from village to village, enoumng about any 
specific cases and I Jhink the members opposite cannot challenge the report 
of these two officers sitting here and knowing nothing about it. Then. 
Sir, with legat'd to conversions 1 must say that there Iras a good deal of 
conversion. Rut no one theie believes in this conversion and was serious 
about it and now Hindus there are going about m then Hindu costume and 
Hindu form and the feeling that they wen* converts has altogether vanished. 
Neither Hindus nor the Muslims in those areas think that these were 
genuine conversions. Now, Sir, if l compare this position with what took 
place in Bihar faun where 1 have got reports from persons who have been 
to Bihur ^ 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8. On a point of order. Sir. Is he entitled 
to mention about Bihar when he himself was against it? 


Mr. PREilOMTS Mr. Sukrawardy, you had better avoid it. 
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The Hwi’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, I was requesting Ri*?, 

members opposite to go to Bihar and (here the Hoti’ble yhief Minifier 

having reached time limit resumed his seat). 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order 

Mr. tiAC y ENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H : £ir, may I reply? 

Mr. PrIsIDENT: No. yon have no right of reply. 

The question before the House is that this Council do adjourn its 
business to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, mum\v t 
the situation that has been arisen duo to the terrible atrocities commitk’d 
upon the Hindus in the district of Noakhali and Tippera in October mtd 
November last when large number of Hindus, men, women and children, 
were brutally killed - their properties looted, houses burnt, women nhduvt- 
ed, raped and forcibly married and thousands of them forcibly couverled 
to Islam by well-organised bands of Muslim hooligans undei a premeditnlr\l 
jdan and the failuie of the Oovernment to prevent or promptly check flae 
same or to render timels assistance to tin* people affected and to mtike 
adequate provisions for the protection and rehabilitation of the refugee* vho 
were rondel ed hqmcles*, and penniless by these disturbances. 


The motion was put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES — 15. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Oas. 

Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das. 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta. 

Mr. Kamlni Kumar Dutta. 

Mr. Satish Chandra Jaha. 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra. 
Mr. Haridas Majumdar. 

M/. Nagendra Nath Mohalanabish. 


NOES 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. j 

Rai Bahadur D. L. Barua. * 

Mr. Reaiuddin Bhuiya. 

Mr. Chowdhury Moazzem Hossen. i 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. j 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury. 

Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury. * 

Mr. D. J. Cohen, O.B.E. 

Khan Bahadur Sk. Fazal Ellahi. 

The Hon’bte Mr. Abdul fiofran. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Smhoodul Haque. 


The Aye.** being lo and the Noes 2‘1 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House 
tomorrow. 


Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar. 

Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray. 
Mr. Biren Roy. 

Mr. Biswanath Roy. 

Mr. Patiram Roy. 

Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury. 

Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal. 


23. 

The Hon'bie Mr. Saiyed Moazzamudi : 'Ti 
Hosain. 

Mr. Latafat Hostain. 

Khan Sahib Mobarak Ali Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latin. 

Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjee. 

Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan. 

Khan Bahadur Mukhletur Rahman. 

Mr. Abdur Rashid. 

Mr. Amluyadhone Roy. 

Mr. Md. Tauftq. • 

Hail Md. Yusuf. 


tlie motion was lost, 
stands adjourned till 2-1 ) p.iil . 


Adjournment 


The Council then adjourned till 2-lo p.m. Ion Friday, the 7th February, 
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MEMBERS ABSENT. 


[6th Feb., 1047 .] 


Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the (5th 

February 1 947 : — 

(1) Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahrnud, 

(2) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(d) Khan Bahadur Syed Ahdur Rashid Chowdhury, 

(4) The Hon'hle Mr. Alxlul (iofran, 

(ft) Sir Md. Azizul Haque, Khan Bahadur, 

((>) Mr. Mungiuram Jaijmria, 

(7) Mr. Ilumayuu Z. A. Kahir, 

(8) Alliaj Y r ar Ali Khan, 

(9) Mr. Syed Alxlul Majid, 

(10) Mr. (ieorge Morgan, c.i.k., 

(11) Mr. T. B. Njmnio, 

(12) Dr. Kmnud Sankar Ray, 

(Id) Mr. Satish Chandra Sen and 
(14) Dr. Kasiruddin Tulukdar. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES' 


First 8ession v 1947— -Ho. 3. 


We CounOIl met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
Calbutta, on Friday, the 7th February, 1947, at 2-15 p.m. being the third 
day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 62 (#)(<*) of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1935. 


*Mr. President (the Hou'ble Sir Buoy Pbasad Singh Boy, k.c.i.e.) 
was in [the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, may 1 mention one thing. It 
seems that there will be a general strike on Monday next. There would 
be bus strike also and it will be very inconvenient for the members to attend 
the meeting * 

Mr. PRESIDENT: * Please Auction it after the questions are over. We 
shall now take up questions. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI : Sir the Hon’ble Minister for 

Civil Supplies may be late for n few minutes so questions Nos. 32 and 33 
may be held over. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, the.se questions have bepn held over 
since 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: These questions may be heltkover for a few^ajjnutes 
more. 


Allowance to seourity prisoners. 

34. Rai Bahadur 8R0JENDRA MOHAN MAITRA (on behalf of 
Mr. Humayun Kabir): (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the 
Home Department be pleased to state the amount of allowapce sanctioned 
for each of the following security prisoners, viz. — 

(i) Mr. Jogendru Chandra Dutta, in the Dacca Jail; 

( #/ 1 Mr. Phanindra Bikas Das Gupta, detained in the Dacca Jail; 

(iii) Mr. Amalendu Bikas Das, detained in the Dacca Jail; 
iiri Mr. Tarakeshwa^ J’rasad Sinha, detained in the Dum Dum .fall; 
tr) Mr. Sautosh Kumar Bhattaeharyya, detained in the Faridpur Jail; 
(ri> Mr. flariganga Basak. detained in the Dacca Jail; 

(vii) Dr. Suresh Chandra Bhar, detained in the Myraensingh Jail; 

(mi) Mr. Gouranga Chandra Das, detained in the Faridpur Jail; 

(ijt) Mr. Bejoy Narayan Kov, detained in the Mymensingh Jail; 

(x) Swami Jnpnananda, detained in the Buxa Special Jail; and 
Cri) Dwijendra Nath Sen Gupta, detained in*the Ali porn Central Jailf 

{h) When were the' allowances sanctioned in respect of each of ihaqp 
•ecurity priaonei*? 

0 
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Mr. AMUR RASH 1 D, Parltementery Bacretery (on behalf of the Minister 
in ohargo of the Home Deportment): (a) («) and (6) Bs.10 per month 
with effechfrom the 12th April, 1942. Enhanced to Bs.15 per month with 
•feet from the 1st April, 1943. Finally enhanced to Bs.30 per month with 
efect from the 1st July, 1944. 

(«) Rs.15 per month with effect from the 26th March, 1942. Enhanced 
to Rs.20 per month with effect from the 1st August, 1942. h%rther enhanced 
to Rs.50 per month with effect from4he 1st April, 1943. 'Finally enhanced 
to Bs.70 per month with effect from the 1st June, 1945. % 

(Hi) Ks.20 per month with effect from the 26th October, 1942. Enhanced 
to Rs.30 per month with effect from the 1st September, 1943. 

( iv ) Government did not receive any representation from the secuigty 
prisoner regarding his family allowance and no allowance was granted. 

(v) Bs.30 per month with effect from the 26th December, 1942. Enhanced 
to Rs.40 per month with effect from the 1st April, 1943. Finally enhanced 
to Its. 50 per month with effect from the 1st April, 1944. 

(vi) Its. 20 per month with effect from the 28th November, 1942. 
Enhanced to Rh. 30 per month with effect from the 1st April, 1943. Finally 
enhanced to Kh. 40 }>er month w’ith effect from the 1st April, 1945. 

(mi) Its, 30 per month with effect from the 7th May, 1942. Enhanced 

to Its. 40 per month with effect from the 1st September, 1942. Further 

enhanced to Ks.60 per month with effect fropi the 1st April, 1943. Finally 
enhanced to Its. 70 per month with effejtYtjpm the lag May, 1944. 

(viii) Bh. 15 per month with effect from the 28th November, 1942. 

(ur) Us. 15 per month with effect from the 7th September, 1942. Enhanced 
to Ks.20 per month with effect from the 1st April, 1943. Finally enhanced 
to Kh. 25 per month with effect from the 1st February, 1944. 

( ,r ) Ks.30 per month with effect from the 1st April, 1945. 

(j*i) Ks.10 per month ffith effect from the 16th March, 1943. Enhanced 
to Rs.40 ja*r month with effect from the 1st April, 1943. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: 1 ie respect to the answer given to item No. (rm>, 

namely, “Rs.15 per month with effect from the 28th November, 1942”, will 

the Parliamentary Secretary please state whether it is possible for a man 
to live on Ks.15 per month and whether the Government will consider 
reviewing this case? 

Mr. ABDUR RASHID: Sir, may I point out that there are no more 
security prisoners iu jail, all having been since released, and as such, 
Mr. Biren Boy's question does not arise. 


* 

Road from 8atkania Munsiff’s Coart to Banskhali. 

35. Khan Bahadur A. M. 8HAHOODUL HAQUE (on behalf of 
Mr. AlhaJ Yar Ali Khan): («o Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Health and Local Self-Government be pleased to state 
whether the Government propose to construct a motorable road from Satkania 
Munsiff’s Court to Banskhali which is within the jurisdiction of the said 
Munsitti and Satkania Unis mohal to facilitate conveyance of the litigant 
public and touring officers at Chittagong? 

(b) Are the Government aware of estimates made on many occasions 
previously by the District tmgineer, District Board, for erection of Dalu 
Bridge for communication between Satkania and Banskhali police-stations, 
Chittagong, and what wa#the estimated amount? 

# (c) When do the Government propose to take up the construction work 

of the said important bridge between the two police-stations? 


a 
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MINISTIR in charge of the DEPARTMENT of HEALTH and LOCAL 
IELF-C0V8RNMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed All)t (a) The post- 
rar road plan of the Chittagong district inoludes proposal for construction 
»f a motorable road in the area mentioned. 

(6) Yes, Es.38,653. 

(c) It depends upon the priority which may, be allotted to this work. 
Phis has not been done till now. 

' t 

Non-Government College it Jalptiguri. 

36. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
ibarge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if the Government are aware of the existence of a n on-Government 

college, named A. 0. College, in the town of Jalpaiguri; 

(b) if the Government desire to make some grant to this college for pur- 

chasing scientific apparatus; 

(c) if the Government have prepared a statement of the names of 

colleges and the amount of contribution proposed to be given to 
eacli out of the budge! of Rs.2.84,000 if passed by the Legisla- 
ture under the head “Furniture and equipment grants and other 
grants to the pon-Government Arts Colleges”; and 

(d) if so, if Jle will place i statement before this House ? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. 8aiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): (a) Yes. 

(b) In UGb-47 Government sanctioned the payment of a grant of Its. 750 
for laboratories and Ks.7f>() for library to the eollege. 

(c) and (d) The budget provision of Rs. 2, 84, 000 includes Rs.2, 10,000 for 
payment of dearness allowance to non -Government! colleges and Re.74,0(K) for 
furniture and equipment grants to such colleges. 

The college is being paid the usual dearness allowance. A statement 
regarding distribution of furnituie ami equipment grants is laid on the Table. 


Statement referred to m reply to question No. 

of furniture and equipment tyrants to colleges 
( amount Rs.74/X)0). 

Serial Name of College. 

No. 


1. A. M. College, Mynieiwingh 

2. Ashutosh College 

3. Bangs ha* i College 

4. Bank ura College 

5. B. M. College, Barieal 
0. Burdw&n Raj College 

7. Charm irhael College, Rangpur 

8. City College 

9. Daulatpur College 

10. Feni College 

1 1 . Edward College, Pabna 

12. Nanutinha Dutta College 

13. Saadat College 

14. K. C. College, Hetampore 

15. K. N, College, Berhampore 

10. Midnapore College 

17. P. K. College, Contai 

18. P. C. College , *Bager hat 

19. Rtpon College 

20. Scottish Church College 

21. 8erampore College 

22. St. JoeepiTN College, Calcutta 


skate in g the distribution 
for the gear 1946-47 


Amount 

Ra. 

1.750 

2.750 

2.750 

1,500 

2,000 

1.750 
\J360 

2.250 

2,000 

1,000 

1.750 

1,750 

1.250 

1,000 

1,500 

1.750 

1,000 

1.500 

2.500 

2.750 

1,000 

500 
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¥ 


[7th I 

Rs. 

21. 

8t. Paul’* College, Calcutta .. *7. 

St. Xavier’# College, Calcutta 

, , 

1,760 

24. 


2,600 

26. 

Uttarpara College 


1,600 

26. 

Vidyaeagar College 


2,760 

27. 

Sir Asutosh College , 


1,760 

28. 

Bogra College 


1,260 

29. 

Serajganj College ’ 


1,000 

30. 

Ramkrishna Mission Vidyamandir 


1,600 

31. 

Jessore College 

Chakhar F. Huq College 


750 

32. 


1,760 

33. 

Ramdia Sree Krishna College 


1,250 

34. 

Manindra Cliandra College, Calcutta 


1,000 

35. 

8. U. M. Institution 


260 

36. 

A. C. College, Jalpaiguri 


1,500 

37. 

Chaumuhani College 


1,250 

38. 

Kishoreganj College 


750 

39. 

Manickganj College 

Kalna College 

CharmichaeT Medical College 


750 

40. 


500 

41. 


750 

42. 

Malda College 


750 

43. 

Asansol College 


1,000 

44. 

Haraganga College 


1,500 

45. 

Victoria College, Comilla 


' 1,750 

46. 

Victoria College, Narail 

8fc. Joseph’s College, Darjeeling 


1,000 

47. 


750 

48. 

Rajendra College, Faridpur . . t 


1,000 

49. 

Itamananda College, Biahnupur 

* 

1,000 

50. 

Ananda Ram Jaipuira College, Calcutta 


1,000 

61. 

Victoria Institution, Calcutta 


1,500 

62. 

8t. Helen’s College, Kureeong 


600 

74,000 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8! Why is the grant for laboratory to the 
A. C. College, Jalpaiguri, so low — only Rs.ToO? 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Well, in 
your opinion it may* be low but in other’s opinion it mu\ be reasonable or 
liiffh. Neither is it possible to meet the full requirements of every college 
from the finances we have got at our disposal. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: When you say that the requirements of 
ttlie colleges cannot be met from your finances can you explain how you could 
allot Rs. 10,00.000 for Muslim education? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: T do not think that question really arises. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: It arises in this way, Sir, because the 
Hon’ble Minister said that he aAUld not meet the requirements of the 
colleges in respect of laboratories, libraries, etc., from the finances at his 
disposal and therefore 1 ask, Sir, how it could be possible for him to make 
an allotment of 10 lakhs of rupees for Muslim education? 

Mr* PRE8IDENT: That is an argument ; it is not a question. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: All right. Sir, I shall put it in the form 
of a question like this. In view of the fact that an allotment of 10 lakhs 
of rupees could be made in the budget for Muslim education, why could not 
the Hon’ble Minister consider the claims of t»o many colleges in respect of 
their requirements and how could he make such a low allotment of Rs.750 
towards the laboratory for the A. C. College at Jalpaiguri? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYEIM4UAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: How do you 

®ay it is low ? 1 have not *got the demand made by this college before me, 
nor those made by other colleges, and I do not know if thtoe was any specific 
demand at all from the college in question. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA OA$: Then how could you at all make allot- 
ments if you did not know anything about the demands made? 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBI8H: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that the A. C. College, Jalpaiguri, is one of the most infant institu- 
tions ‘amongst the colleges in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: That may be. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBI8H: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that it is extremely difficult for this infant institution to carry on 
without much more help than has already been granted to it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: No, Sir, I am not 
aware. There are very wealthy people in the district of Jalpaiguri, and 
I think that if they contribute and make donations to this institution 
generously, it could be run very efficiently. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBI8H : Is he aware that 
Jalpaiguri people have granted handsome donations to this college and have 
established the college at great expense and that what they want is only 
a maintenance grant to carry on ittf ordinary activities, that is, a few 
thousands? Will the Hon'ble Minister please enquire of the institution as 
to what is its deficit? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: No, Sir. I am not 
prepared to enquire into whether they have any deficit or its extent. They 
can apply for grants according to the rules, and it will then be certainly 
taken into consideration. 


Excavation of the Damodar Canal. 


37. Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Department of Irrigation and Waterways be pleased to state- 

fa) if his attention has been drawn to a leading article in a Perojpur 
weekly, dated 14th April, 194G, regarding nature of the work of 
excavation of the Damodar Canal off Perojpur in the district of 
Bakarganj ; 

( b ) if so, what steps the Government have taken to stop the work at a 

time of the season when such'*" work is next to impossible and 
further to make good the damage done in connection with the 
said excavation work; 

(c) the reasons for not undertaking the excavation works of the Feeder 

khah along with the excavation work of the Damodar; 

(d) the names of the contractors employed in this connection; 

(e) in view of the report referred to in part fa) standing uncontradicted 

if the Government proposed to institute legal proceedings against 
the contractors concerned ; and 
(/) if not, why not? 


MINISTER l{i charge of the DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION an* 
y AT ^J*WAY8 (the Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjoa)s fa) and fa) 

1 * es - The work was taken up according to specifications and was suspended 
on th# 15th June, #94G, on account of rains. No damage was caused. 


(c) Due to shortness of time before the start of the rains the ,woA of 
excavation of the Feeder khah could not be taken up along with the Work of 
the main Damodar kknJ 
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(d) The name* are — 

(1) Maulvi Md. Serajul Huq. 

(2) Maulvi Md. Ismail. 

(3) Maulvi Md. Hashem Khan. 

. . A 

(4) Maulvi Nuruddin Ahmed. 

(6) Babu M. L. Sarkar. 

(6) Babu Khitish Chandra Ghosh. 

(7) Babu Jagadish Chandra Pal. 

(8) Babu Rohini Kanta Biswas. 

(e) and (/) Do not arise. 

Mr, HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Arising out of ( c ) will the Hon’ble 
Minister please let uh know if before this work is taken up again the feeder 
khals will also be taken up along with it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Sir, I could not 
follow the question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will Mr. Mnzumdar please repeat his question? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: My question is this: Regarding the 
excavation of the feeder khals the work has been stopped and could not be 
taktui up along with the work of the main Damodar Klml. Will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state whether the excavation of these feeder khals will be 
taken up along with the re-excavation of the main canal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Naturally, in due 
course it will be taken up. 

Permanently-settled estates in Bengal. 

38. Khan Bahadur A. M. 8HAH00DUL HAQUE (on behalf of 
Mr. Alha] Yar Ali Khan): (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Land and Land Revenue be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of permanently-settled estates in different districts of 
Bengal; and 

(it) the dates of their creation in different districts with the termB 
thereof ? 

( b ) Is it not a fact that the number of permanently-settled estates in ■ 
Chittagong is comparatively great? 

(c) When were the following permanently-settled estates of Chittagong 
originally created and were they created in the time of East India Company 
or m the time of Queen Victoria : — 

(i) Taraf A liar Khan, Waring touzi No. 51 of Chittagong Collectorate; 

(if) Taraf Bhikan, bearing touzi No. 587 of Chittagong Collectorate; 

(in) Taraf Jabardastu Khan, bearing touzi No. 1281 of Chittagong 
Collectorate ; and 

(tv) Taraf Ramehand, bearing touzi No. 2463 of Chittagong Collectorate? 

Mr. ABDUR RA8HID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the 
Minister in oharge of the Depagment of Land and Land Revenue): («)(♦) 
A Statement is laid on the Table. 

(n) The information is not readily available and its collection would 
entail so much time, labour and expense that Government regrets that it is 
not prepared to undertake the task. 

(6) Tes. 

/w T- i*mo i a. t? a t_ j:_ r% 
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I ' ' * V 

* Statement referred to yi rept&to question No. 38. 


District. 

Number of permanently- 
settled ee hates. 

Burdwan Division — 


Burdwan 

... 4,845 

Birbhum 

... 1,135 

Bankura 

... 1,529 

Midnapore 

Hooghly 

... 2,727 

... 2,861 

Howrah 

906 

Presidency Division — 

24-Parganas 

... 1,671 

... 2,172 

Nadia 

Murshidabad 

... 2,219 

Jessore 

... 2,487 

Khulpa 

928 

Dacca Division — 

Dacca 

... 11,202 

Mymensingh 

... 10,125 

Fa rid pur 

... 5,913 

Bakarganj 

... 3,228 

Chittagong Division — 

Chittagong 

... 28,156 

Tipper a 

... 3,540 

Noakhali 

... 1,547 

Rajshahi Division — 

Rajshahi 

... 1,860 

Dinajpur 

... 1,097 

JaljKuguri 

77 

Rangpur 

683 

Bogra 

665 

Pabna 

... 1,902 

Malda 

760 

Darjeeling 

*4 

Total ... 94,239 


Non-abolition of zemindary system in Chittagong. 

38. Khan Bahadur A. M. 8HAHOODUL HAQUE (on behalf of 
Mr. AlhaJ Yar Ali Khan): Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Land and Land Revenue be pleased to state — 

(a) what effect has bee tf given to* the resolution passed on the 1st June, 

1945, by the Chittagong Landlords’ Association and sent on the 
5th July, 1945, to the chief Secretary, Government of Bengal, by 
the Secretary of the said Association for non-abolition of the 
zemindary system in Chittagong on the ground that no profit ha* 
been allowed to them as has been given to those of other districts 
of Bengal; 

(b) what were the Government revenue, cess and education cesses pay- 

able in Taraf Aliar Khan, bearing touzi No. 51 of the Chittagong 
Collectors te ; 

{c) when and for what amount the Government purchased the said 
taraf; and 

(if) whether the Government are aware that by the abolition of zemindary 
system of Chittagong tfib Government will be loser? 
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QVWttftyS AT^ptswms. 

Mr. ABDUR RASHfO, RaNMgnentary Soorttary (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Land and Land Revenue) : (a) 

The resolution of the Association is cot acceptable to Government. 

* Rs. a. p. 

(b) Land Revenue ... 1,600 9 0 

Cess ... 438 2 6 

Education cess ... 572 11 6 

(c) The taraf was sold on the 15th March, 1943, for the arrear revenue 
of lts. 1,411-9-9 and was purchased by Government for Be.l. 

(d) No. 


Representation of the Bengal Legislative Council to the Public Accounts 

Committee. 


40* Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Finance Department bo pleased to state — 

(a) whether he declared on the floor of the Council that the Government 

had decided to give two seats to the Council on the Public 
Accounts Committee; 

(b) whether he further stated that the mode in which those two members 

would be takou in the said Joint Committee of both the Houses 
would be determined by the Hon’ hie the Speaker and the Hon’ble 
the President; 

(c) whether he is aware if they met and decided the method of incor- 

porating those two members; and 

(d) when will the Public Accounts Committee meet with the two members 

of the Council and when will the Government’s decision be given 
effect to? 


MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Mr. Mohammed Ali) : (a) and (b) Yes. 


(c) In the meeting which was held for this purpose certain legal difficul- 
ties in the way* of amendment of the rules were considered and it was decided 
to refer the matter to the Advocate-General for his opinion. Necessary 
action has awa^jjingly been taken. 

(d) As already explained, Anal action will have to await receipt of 
Advocate-General’s opinion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS. When was the opinion of the Advocate- 
General sought? 

Tbo Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister please state as to what waneeallv the. legal difficulty involved in 
Ibis matter? t ‘ ~ 


The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The difficulty is with regard to 
‘ th# implication of the tentative decision which was taken by Government 
which was announced to the Council. Since then the Legislative 
Department felt that there are a lot of difficulties in having a joint com- 
mittee because the Government of India Act, 1935, did not provide for 
placing finance matters or matters dealing with accounts before the Upper 
House. They also felt that th^re was no provision in the Procedure Rules 
for anything of the kind. No joint committee was ever contemplated. So 
these are the difficulties pointed out by the Legislative Department. 
There was no provision in the Rules of Procedure for having any kind of 
Joint Committee. This fact was pointed out by the Legislative Department 
previously when Government had obtained the opinion of, I think, either the 
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Legal Remembrancer or some other legfcl officer 1)f the Government that it 
was possible to have a Joint Committee because there is nothing in the 
Government of India Act and the rules framed theneunder to debar the 
formation of such la Joint Committee. But the Legislative Department held 
a different view and therefore we have had to take legal opinion after show- 
ing the precis of the memorandum to the Legislative Department which 
was forwarded by the joint conference of thp Hon'ble President, the Hon’ble 
Speaker, the Finance Minister and presided Over by the Hon’ble President. 
It was decided at the conference that a precis should be submitted to the 
Hon’ble President of the Council and the Hon’ble Speaker of the Assembly 
and that is why there is some delay. We hid to refer it to the Hon’ble 
President who sent it back with certain observations and then it had to go 
to the Legislative Assembly and that is why there has been some delay 

Mr. HALIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble President throw some 
light on the point as his name has been dragged in the matter? 

Mr. PRJE8IDENT: What the Hon’ble Finance Minister has said is 
substantially correct. We met at a joint meeting of the Hon’ble Speaker, 
myself and the Hon’ble Finance Minister and we were informed there that 
the Legislative Department pointed out certain legal difficulties in forming 
a joint committee. It was then decided at the meeting that the matter 
should be referred to the Advocate-General with regard to thut particular 
point 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: When, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Some time ago, I do not remember, I think in 
January 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: This year? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUD CHOWDHURY : Why was it found necessary 
to refer the matter to Advocate-General? Was it necessary because of its 
validity when it comes from the Advocate-General ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The point is this that the Legislative Department 
pointed out that the Government of India Act did not contemplate forma- 
tion of a Joint Committee of the Public Accounts of bo(b i Houses-*^! is 
ultra vires of the Government of India Act. That was the contention of the 
Legislative Department and on that point reference was made to the 
Advocate-General . 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Are not the members of this 
House competent to do so 

Mr. ABDULfcA-AL-MAHMOOD: What was the specific legul objec- 
tion in the matter? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mju 1 mak* a suggestion? If you come over^to 
my room I shall get hold m the papers and discuss the matter with you afld 
explain the whole position. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I know from the Hon’ble Mirttjter ' 
if he proposes to request the Advocate-General to expedite the reply 

The Hon'ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I shall certainly try to exn^fito 
the matter. But I may say that no harm has been, done by the delay; 
because the Accounts for the previous year have already been passed by Hie 
Excellency the Governor during section 93 regime and there has not been 
any Public Accounts Commitee of the Legislature. 

, Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister implement 
hie promise regarding the allotment of two seats to the members of the 
Council on the Public Accounts Committee P 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Ifay I just request you, Mr. Das, to wait patiently 
a&d let us meet and discuss this matter in my room. I think that will he 4 
much better and we would be able to discuss *the whole matter there. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: If this question is not settled before the 
Budget is placed, we shall not take any part in the Budget discussion. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: The Hon’ble Minister cannot say even now where 
jthe matter stands at present. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I can assure you that the Hon’ble Minister is very 
helpful in the matter. * 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, the prestige of the whole House is 
involved in this question. It is not a question of any party here. The 
matter must be settled before the Budget is presented to this House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I would request you to come to my room to discuss 
this matter. 

Now, as regards question No. 41, the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge wanted 
to read the answer himself. Unfortunately, he is absent. So let the ques- 
|i6n be held over. We may take up question No. 32. 

8ale of stock of pulses by Government. 

32. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Department of Civil Supplies be pleased to state whether in 
the month of March, 11)44, tenders were invited by advertisements in the 
local newspapers for the sale of pulses (dal) by the Governments 

(b) Why were the pulses sold and what was the total quantity offered 
for sale? 

(c) At what prices were these pulses purchased and at what prices were 
these disposed of? 

(d) Did the Government incur any loss by such transactions, and if so, 
what was the amount of the loss? 

(c) Is it u fact that the pulses sold to the Calcutta traders were of a very 
bad Equality? * 

MINISTER in oharge of the DEPARTMENT of CIVIL 8UPPLIE8 (the 
Hon’bls Mr. Abdul Cofran): (a) Yes. 

(b) The pulses were offered for sale, because of — 

(i) poor offtake; and 

(it) the apprehension, that unless quickly disposed of, these might be a 
total loss to Government. 

The quantity offered for sale was 479.159 maunds. 

(r) The average rate of procurement, taking all varieties into considera- 
tion, was Rs. 14-8-3 per maund, und the average rate of sale was Rs. 9-10-2 
perinaund. 

*^{d) Government incurred a loss of Rs. 24, 38.395-1 1-1 1. 

(e) Home portion of the graiiwhad slightly deteriorated, but it would not 
be correct to say that the pulses sold to the Calcutta traders were of very 
bad quality. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: In view of this terrible loss, did the 
Hon’ble Minister make any enquiry into the conduct of the officers who 
dealt with these pulses P Has any of these officers been brought to justice, 
dismissed or suspended? 

% 
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TIM HM’bte Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: I have* already stated in reply to 
part (e) that because the quality was somewhat bad therefore it had to be 
sold at a reduced rate. So, it was not the fault of any officer and henoe no 
action has been taken. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Government say that some portion of the grain had 
slightly deteriorated. So, why the entire quantity was sold at a reduced 
price? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: It was unfit for consumption and 
therefore it was not thought necessary to keep any quantity left. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Obviously this happened at the 
time of the last Ministry. May I ask the Hon’ble Minister to find out from 
his Department as to the proportion of the grain that was slightly 
deteriorated. He said some portion had slightly deteriorated. In view of 
this answer what was the justification of putting the entire quantity in the 
market and thus incur an average loss of Rs.5-2 per maund making a total 
loss of Rs.23,38, 395-1 1-11? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: I have already given my answer 
to that and it is in answer (b) (i ) and (n ) as follows “because of Jjoor off- 
take and the apprehension that unless quickly disposed of these might be 
a total loss to Government”. Moreover this was an occurrence of 1044 and 
it is now useless, I think, to pursue this matter because it will be impossible 
to find out what portion of the stock had actually deteriorated. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: The question is that even with 
the establishment of the Civil Supplies Department it could bring about the 
possibility of such sales at the loss of so much money to the Government 
of Bengal. Therefore an enquiry into the conduct of the officials of * the 
department is essential because after all the Government bad a Rationing 
Department running simultaneously and these could have been given to the 
public through this rationing department. 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: I think no reply is necessary. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: We want information whether 
the Minister will enquire into this matter more deeply to find out what was 
the exact reason why this entire quantity of dal was thrown into the market 
for 9ale enabling the dealers to purchase them at a very low price and to 
sell the same at their discretion at any price they liked. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Was there any other consideration? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: No other consideration. I have 
already stated that the offtake was poor. However, if the members like 
thut I should have an enquiry made I shall do so. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: The Hon’ble Minister stated that this 
stuff was not fit for human consumption, and if it was so 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: I did not say that. Some por- 
tion had slightly deteriorated, that is what I said. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Is it a fact that good quality dal has 
been sold at a reduced rate and if so, why? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: Well, because there was no off- 
take. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: What do you mean by offfake? Will 
you please explain it? 

Tin Hon’blo Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: There was no demand in the 
market. 
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Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: We were not getting dal and yon say 
there was no demand in the market. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, you cannot go on arguing all the 
time. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Wien was the pulse sold? 

The Hon'ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: I have not got the information 
just now in my hand and would like to have notice for such information. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will you enquire and let us know when 
was it sold? 

The Hon'ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: Yes, if you want to have it, I 
shall make an enquiry and give you the information. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: In reply to the question of Mr. Hamidul 
Hua Chowdhury the Hon’ble Minister said that he would make an enquiry 
if trie members so desired, We desire it and will you please make the 
enquiry? 

CM r. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is it not due to the fact that 
unduly*tiigh price was paid at the source that this huge loss has been 
incurred ? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: You ure suggesting an answer; that is not a ques- 
tion. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Does the Hon’ble Minister know 
that sometimes at the instance of the departmental officers much higher 
price is paid than the material deserved to he paid. 

The Hon'ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: No reply is necessary. Of 
course I shall make an enquiry and give the information to the honourable 
members. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: The Hon’ble Minister stated that a por- 
tion of the stuff which was not fit for human consumption was sold. For 
what purpose and to whom was this portion of the stuff sold? 

The Hon'ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: 1 did not say that they were not 
fit for human consumption. What I said was this that “some portion of 
the grain had slightly deteriorated and as they were not unfit for human 
consumption then they were sold in the open market. That was the reply. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will you please look at the question 
and realise that this is a question put in 1944 and is being answered today 
in the year 1947? Is it to avoid the public scandal of incurring a loss of 
more than 23 lakhs of rupees for nothing that the answer has been delayed 
bo long? 

The Hon'ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: I cannot , give any reason for 
that, but I shall try to be more quick in giving replies to questions in 
future. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please ask his office as to the reason for this delay in sending this reply to 
the Minister ? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMOOO: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state whether the highest tender was accepted? 

Tbo Hon'ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: I want notice. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMOOD: Will the Hon'ble Minister please 
state how many tenders were received by the department? 
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Tha HM'Ma Mr. MBUL COFRAN s I want notice. 

Mr. AtDULLAH-AL-MAHMUD: Will the Hon’ble Minsiter please 
state whether he is willing to place on the floor of the House a statement 
showing the rate of each tenderer? 

The Hen’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: Certainly. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please place all the papers before the House in connection with .this transac- 
tion from the very beginning, from the purchase right down to the sale to 
traders through whom it was distributed to the public, and the manner in 
which it passed through to the traders from the department? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: They are available now. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please make a statement in regard to this important matter? 

Mr. BIJOY 8INCH NAHAR. Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has promised 
to make various statements : In that view the question may stand over. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: When does the Hon’ble Minister propose to make 
a statement? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: It will require sometime certainty. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: But could you not give me some ideaP 

The Hon'ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: About the end of the session. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: But before the end of the session he 
may go out ! 

The Hotl’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: Sir, these things happened in 
1944: it will certainly require some time before I cun make a statement. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBI8H : Fifteen days is quite 
sufficient for the purpose. 

Mr. BIJOY 8INCH NAHAR:: Sir, how cun he bring forth any state- 
ment it this question does not stand over? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Well, the Hon’ble Minister can always make a 
statement, irrespective of any question. 


Quantity of old atta and flour lying with Government stockists in Caloutta. 

33. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: la) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Department of Civil Supplies be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that huge quantities of old atta and flour weighing about 150,000 
maunds are lying with the Government stockists in Calcutta and that they 
have become unfit for human consumption? 

ib) Where and how long were those hags of atUi and flour stored and 
how could they become unfit for human consumption ? 

ic) At what prices were these hags of atta and flour purchased and at 
what prices are they going to be sold? What guarantee is there that the 
unscrupulous traders would not try to undermine the health of the commun- 
ity by selling them to the consumers after mixing them up with good quality 
atta and flour? 

(d) What will be the Government loss by this transaction? 

Th. Hon'ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN! During 1943 and in 1944, 16,110 
maunds of atta and 75,131 maunds of flour deteriorated in Calcutta and 
became unfit for human consumption. 
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(b) Due to emergent conditions prevalent in 1943 and earjy in 1944 when 
«evere restrictions were imposed on transport due to urgent military require- 
ments, the considerable time lag between the date of despatch and the* date 
of arrival provoked deterioration during transit. Goods also arrived at a 
time when demand was no longer active as conditions had improved in 1944. 
It was also not possible for the Government to make immediate adequate 
arrangements for storage. In the circumstances it was inevitable that sub- 
stantial quantities of wheat products ,jvhich are shortlived and susceptible 
to deterioration, particularly in a humid climate, should have gone bad. 

(c) The average purchase price of atta and flour were Rs.11-8 per maund 
of atta and Its. 14 per maund of flour. The condemned stocks were sold to 
lecognised starch manufacturers ; to preclude the possibility of the goods 
being disposed of for human consumption directly or as an adulterant, 
arrangements were made for the posting of inspectors to keep a watch on the 
progress of manufacture. 

(d) The loss to the Government is estimated to be about Its. 10,00,000. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state in view of the quality of atta that we are getting from the 
ration shops if it is not just possible that a large quantity of this condemned 
atta found its place into these ration shops from where we are getting our 
stlpplies P 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: No, no. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Qu< *stions over. 


Adjournment motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir. 1 ha\c an adjournment motion. 
May I read it 

Mr. PRE8IDENT : Order, order. Notice of an adjournment motion 
was given by Mr. Lalit, ('handru Das to which 1 have given my consent. It 
runs as follows : — 

That this Council do adjourn its business 'to discuss a definite matter 
of urgent public, importance, and of recent occurrence, namely, the serious 
situation arising out of the unprovoked and unwarranted firing and lathi- 
charge by the police on the peaceful und unarmed students demonstration 
on “ viet-Nani” Day on the 21st January last, in front of the Senate House, 
Calcutta University (College Square, Calcutta) resulting in one student 
killed and 200 others injured of whom 21 received bullet wounds, including 
some lady students also. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, I want to raise a question 
and it is this — does it fulfil the conditions of adjournment of the House, 
namely, you should decide whether it is urgent. Simply because certain 
occurrence has taken place it cannot be the subject of an adjournment 
motion. Is there an/ urgency about it 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: 1 may add, Sir. that the ques- 
tion for consideration is whether it is a matter of urgent public importance 
and of recent occurrence. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Y es, I have considered these points. It is of recent 
occurrence and “urgency” implies that it must be of recent occurrence. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUtiRAWARDY: May 1 add. Sir. that the 
result of the occurrence must continue and it must have repurcussion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am afraid, not. It was a serious occurrence, it 
did occur in the recent past, and one person was killed and several persons 
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injured* So I think it is a matter of urgent public importance. I have 
considered all these points and following the precedents for allowing 
adjournment motions in this House I have allowed this adjournment motion. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Have you seen, Sir, the recent 
ruling of the Central Assembly 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think you should discuss this matter any 
further and try to go into the merits and demerits or refer to any observa- 
tions or rulings of the Hon’ble President of the Central Assembly. In 
coming to a decision regarding admissibility of adjournment motions I 
always take into consideration the rulings of the Presiding officers of the 
Central Legislature. Now, is there any objection ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI : Sir, I object. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I would now request honourable members in support 
of the motion to rise in their places. As 13 honourable members have 
supported the motion, the mover has the leave of the House to move hie 
motion. I fix Tuesday, the 11th February, at 2-15 p.m. for discussion of 
ithis adjournment motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, may I mention one 
thing in this connection. Government is most anxious to transact some 
important business in this House and we are placing before this House quite 
a large number of Bills which the House will have to consider but * r if 
adjournment motions such as these ure moved from time to time, I regret 
to have to say that very important Government work is being hampered. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: If the Government had managed their 
work properly there would not have been any necessity for bringing in these 
adjournment motions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 would request both sides to reserve their observa- 
tions till the motion is before the House. 

Address Motions. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, when the House adjourned on the last occa- 
sion I was giving in brief the past history of the development of the ship 
building industry in India, particularly in Bengal. I cited some instances 
from the foreign travellers who visited Bengal in the Kith century. I 
showed at that time that many ships were built in Bengal. Sir, one of the 
famous Muslim Admiral Khairuddin Barburosa said to Sultan v Suleiman, 
the Magnificent that. “He who* rules the sea will shortly rule on the land 
also'’. The history of no country illustrates this principle better than that 
of India. As I said on that occasion that Indian shipping disappeared from 
the high sea$ in the 19th century. From 1840 it was monopolised by the 
foreign shipping. Admiral Fitz Herbert organised Indian Itoyul Navy on 
a large scale. ' With regard to the expansion of ships he produced a construc- 
tive programme by means of which ship building was going on in India. 
Ships were built in India during the last war. R.l.N. will consist of 250 
ships* *For R.I.X. a great national mercantile marine is necessary. The 
Indians demanded a mercantile marine of their own. This attempt of 
Indians to create a national mercantile marine was looked upon by the 
Government at first as a wastage of effort when the British Companies were 
there to perform the services more efficiently and perhaps at less cost. That 
is why t£e reply came from the then Government of India in 1941 that there 
was no necessity for the development of Indian shipping industry. The 
foreign interests in India looked upon it as an outstanding example of anti- 
foreign feeling, as manifestation of racial hostility. India has a coast-line 
of about 4,500 miles with 70 lakhs tons of coastal trade and at pre-war 
value — the value of the overseas import and export trade of India came up 
to about 475 crores a year. On the present value it would be more than 
double or treble of that figure. Moreover India is surrounded on three 
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aides by m It if both for purposes of internal and externa} trade and 
defence, in other words, from the economic point of view and from the y 
military point of view also India needs a strong navy. Thus India is 
suffering economically every year on account of the absence of any mercan- 
tile marine. According to Professor Pigou “the fear of war was a potent 
factor in compelling Government to support the ship-building industry in 
England.” But unfortunately in India neither world war No. I nor the 
last world war No. II so far seems to have had any such effect on the 
Government of India. The Commerce Secretary definitely stated in 1941 
that the Government had no intention to encourage ship-building industry 
as a part of the war effort. Explaining the position the Commerce Member 
pointed out that the emphasis was on the words “as part of the war effort” 
for the ships built in India would not be ready before another 3 or 4 years 
and war needs cannot wait for such a long time. Events have proved the 
invalidity of the Government position. But even before the war the Indian 
# public insisted in demanding the development of Indian mercantile marine 
and it was supported by the recommendations of the Mercantile Marine 
Committee. Sir, India needs a very powerful and efficient mercantile marine 
for defence also, because the Indian navy cannot expect to defend India 
successfully without the help of a mercantile marine. Speaking of Bengal 
I may say, Sir, Bengal was all along famous for its ship-building industry. 
Previously Bengal had many harbours and they were full of ships and it was 
only during the 19th century that Bengal’s ship-building industry dis- 
appeared. Sir, it is to the credit of the Scindia Steam Navigation Company 
that they wanted to establish a ship-building yard in Calcutta but 
unfortunately there was some difference of opinion between the Port Com- 
missioners and the Company and the venue of their project had to be shifted 
to Vizugapatam in Madras. During the war. 4,000 ships were repaired in 
India and many small ships just like motor launches, mine-sweepers, etc., 
wave built, and about 30 thousands of people were engaged in the ship 
building industry in Vizugapatam. Coming from Chittagong, Sir, I may 
any that there was a successful ship-building industry established in Chitta- 
gong and in my boyhood I saw many ships being built and even during the 
great war No. I that industry was revived for some time and to a great 
extent. Sir, India with its large seacoast should give facilities for ship- 
building, but there was want of encouragement to this industry* 
Fortunately, the present Government of India are trying their utmost to 
establish a ship-building industry in order to create* an Indian mercantile 
marine, and a sub-committee has already been appointed to consider this 
problem. 1 hope that at the time when the Committee will submit its report 
they will consider the case of Bengal. Bengal with the largest population 
and largest seacoast should be given every facility, encouragement and 
help ill developing her ship-building industry. Cnless the Government of 
Ind ia give liberal subsidy to this industry it cannot be developed very 
speedily. Sir, take the case of Australia; what was done in Afltytralia during 
the last war can also be expected to be done in Bengal if proper equipment 
and encouragement is forthcoming. We too have got here sailors who 
man the ships and face the bigli seas at all hours of danger and therefore 
they should be given all encouragement and scope. But unfortunately no 
school has been established in Bengal for their training. I therefore hope 
that the Government of Bengal should take up this matter most seriotfAly 
and ask the Government of India to give all facilities to Bengal to revive 
and develop its lost ship-building industry. With these words Wommend 
my motion to the acceptance of the House. 


Mr* PRESIDENT" Mption moved that an address be presented to His 
Excellency the Governor of B^pgal th rough the Hon’ble the President of 
the Bengal Legislative Council requesting His Excellency to make a strong 
representation to the Government of India to give every encouragement, 
assistance and help to the development of Indian ship-building industry in 
Bengal, principally under Indian capital, control and management. 
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^ Hon’We Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Mr. President, Sir. my 
friettd, Mr. Nur Ahmed, lias moved motion to the effect “that aw Address 
be presented to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal through the Hon’ bio 
the President of the Bengal Legislative Council requesting His Excellency 
to make a strong representation to the Government* of India to give every 
encouragement, assistance and help to tiie development of Indian ship-build- 
ing industry in Bengal, principally under Indian capital, control and manage- 
ment”. Sir, on behalf of the Government while supporting whole-heartedly 
the motion that has been moved by my friend I want to make one or two 
observations. My friend has stated his case very ably and 1 can tell the 
House that we hope that in the not very distant future India will have her 
own mercantile marine, her own ship yards and her own coast guards 
against enemy attacks. This question is under the consideration of the 
Government of India at the present moment. The Government of Bengal 
cannot do anything in this respect except forwarding this proposal to the 
Government of India. I can say that I had occasion to visit Chittagong 
and when I looked from the shore of the Buy of Bengal so many ships 
coming it reminded me t hat it is my country and there is nothing to guard 
the sea frontiers. The Port Commissioners gave an address to me and in 
reply I gave an indication that we will try to establish a nautical school 
in Chittagong so that Bengal would get trained and educated men fit to he , 
a proper sailor and captain. My friend Mr. Nur Ahmed also suggested that 
one school should he established here. As at present situated Bengal can- 
not do anything in this respect. Even it the Cabinet Mission’s proposals 
are accepted we have nothing to do with Foreign delations, Communications 
and Defence: They come under the Central Government. When they come 
within our sphere then it will be time tor the Bengal Government to take 
them up. There was a time when we used to build the best of ships for lli«? 
whole world. 1 read a report long before wherein it was stated that thft 
wooden ships' used to he built in Karachi and Surat — they were of the best 
types as there was no steam engine at that time. Let. us hope that in not 
very distant future India wiM build ships of the newest type with up to 
date propeller which will prove to be the best ships in the world. Sir. 
beyond this 1 do not think I need say more, i wish good luck to Mr. Nur 
Ahmed. We will forward the proposal to the Government of India. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that an 
Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal through 
the Hon’ble the President of Bengal Legislative Council requesting llis 
Excellency to make a strong representation to the Government of India to 
give every encouragement, assistance and help to the development of Indian 
ship-building industry in Bengal, principally under Imlian capital, control 
•‘mi management. 

The motion put and agreed to. 


Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that an Address be presented 
Jo llis Exofllency the Governor of Bengal through the Hon’bie the 
President the Bengal legislative Council requesting His Excellency' to 
] m ‘ke a representation to the Government of India to establish a Military 
f °ileg% in Bengal for the benefit of the Bengali people. 

Kir, this motion is a very important one from military point of view and 
from other points of view also. Sir, 1 think the necessity of a military 
college in Bengal is realised by all right thinking people of Bengal. Bengal, 
• s *r, has fallen on evil days. Bengal was known fgr her bravery, Bengal 
supplied her battalion to conquer Malacca and thfc*otber islands. There 
^ere Bengali regiments commanded by Bengalees, Then came the Bepoy 
Mutiny of 1857 and Bengal’s battalion was disbanded. Because it was 
ib*T!i u fhe Bengalees were very’ intelligent and as such they should 
i rm * from the military. Bengalees were shamefully styled as non- 
El/”**, race. Afterwards Bengal lost gradually her bravery and spirit of 
pmterpriee. This ban was lifted ft the time of the Great War No. 2. At 
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jfche time of the Last Great War No. 1 only 7,700 combatants and 53,000 
non-combatants were recruited. In this war 155,000 were recruited from 
Bengal as combatant ami non-combatants and moreover 150,000 were 
recruited as sailors for mercantile marine. Bengal’s young men proved to 
be very skilful airpilota. At this psychological moment when the Premier 
of the Punjab went to Delhi to consult about the selection of a site of a 
military college in the Punjab, Bengal lias not been consulted. The ques- 
tion of the nationalisation of the Indian Army has been finally settled and 
the cadet corps organisation sub-committee has been touring the provinces 
to gather opinion. While arrangements are being made for giving military 
training to college students and also in some other schools it is high time 
.that Bengal should approach the Government of India for recognising its 
rightful and just claim for a military college in this province. Sir, for 
Bengal it is doubly necessary because Bengal’s claim is not recognised by 
other provinces and the Military Academy at Dehra Dun and at Poona do 
not at all consider the applications going from Bengal for admission very 
favourable. Sir, Bengal having the largest population it is imperative that 
she should have a military college ot her own. I do not like to take the 
time of this House any longer at this stage though the resolution is a very 
important one. I would only ask tin* Government of India to consider the 
claim of Bengal along with the claims ot the Punjab and other Provinces. 
1 appeal to the Government of Bengal in take up this question very 
seriously and fight out lor a college in Bengal and thus give an opportunity 
to the Bengalees to show their merit and to remove the stigma attached to 
the fair name ol Bengal that Bengal is not enterprising, the Bengalees are 
idle people, they are quill drivels, they belong to the class of the clerks. 
Sir, with this appeal 1 conclude and I hope that all the members will accord 
« their unanimous approval to this motion. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Motion mo\cd that an * Address ^ he 
presented to His Excellency tin* Governor ot Bengal through the Hon'ble 
the President ot the Bengal Legislative ( ’ounril requesting His Excellency 
to make a representation to the Government of India to establish a Militan 
College in Bengal for the benefit of the Bengalee people. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, it appears in the fitness 
of things that a resolution ol this type >huirld have been moved b\ a 
representative from Chittagong because it there is one place in Bengal iu 
which a college of this t\pe can In* established it can be in a place wlicie 
facilities for military opciations and tor naval operations as well as for 
aerial operations exist. 1 understand. Sir, that, alter considerable research 
and cogitation, the Government ot India have hit upon Poona lor the 
establishment ot a central Military College. It if. proposed to put through 
a scheme ot National Cadet Corps in all the Provinces md lor that purpose 
not long ago a committee met me here in Calcutta and I have assured them 
that my Government will give all possible facilities for the establishment 
of such a Corps. But l want things to proceed much further/ In the not 
distant past Bengal armies have found their wax to the Punjab. We have 
been purposely emasculated and we have been damned wuth the theory ot 
not having any military tradition or that we are a non-martial race. I deny 
it, Sir. We have a large number of strong, healthy people in our province 
as many of us know to our joy on the one hand and sorrow, on the other, 
finable to find any avenue for their energy and for their health they become 
dacoits, but the material is there and can be very well utilised. I am 
certain that if we start giving a military leaning to our youths from then 
school-age and give them if bias towards military training we shall be abb 
to produce any number of regiments. It is a shame to Bengal that while 
Bihar has a regiment of its own, while Assam too has a regiment of its own. 
Bengal has not yet been permitted to have a regiment of its owm. The 
honourable member has referred to the mental and intellectual powers c 
Jhe Bengalees and how they have been prevented from exhibiting them. 
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am nfraid, Sir, that in military circles these qualities are considered a draw* 
back- D would appear that a soldier is not expected to be intelligent or 
to exercise^ any considerable mental and intellectual powers and one of the 
deficiencies of the Bengalee in the Army has generally been that a Bengalee 
thinks too much and wishes to know the why ami wherefore of a particular 
order. It is for that reason that it. is necessary to inculcate in him from his 
very childhood a sense of discipline and obedience , and given the necessary 
training 1 have not the least doubt that in Bengal and from Bengal we shall 
have one of the best armies in India. Now, Sir, I have conveyed to high 
quarters the desire of my Government for military training and for the 
establishment, at any rate for the creation, of a Bengalee Regiment. 1 
hope that the Government of India will consider this resolution sympatheti- 
cally and even though it may not at the present stage consider it feasible 
to establish a Military College it should take step* to impart military train- 
ing, territorials, militia, battalions, regiments, and give us these various 
amenities. I hope that all sections of the House will support this motion 
and will support our endeavours to raise an effective arms in Bengal. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
an Address be presented to If is Excellency the Governor of Bengal through 
the Hon'ble the President of the Bengal Legislative Council requesting His 
Excellency to make a representation to the Government ol India to establish 
a Military College in Bengal for the benefit of the Bengalee people. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 beg to move that an Address be presented 
to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal through the Hon’ble tin* President 
of the Bengal Legislative Council with an earnest appeal to His .Excellency 
to move the Government of India to stop evictions of Bengali immigrants 
from Assam h\ the present Assam Government. 

Sir, this is a question which relates to humanitarian policy. 1 do not 
want to take much time over this motion. 1 nia\ sa> that inhuman 
barbarities are being perpitrated in Assam in the shape of evicting those 
who at one time cleared the jungles and who facial the ferocious animals 
and made those waste and jungle lands fertile and sow crops and thus made 
them tit for human habitation. These barbarities in the shape of eviction 
of the settlers are done by Assam in spite of protest from all sides, in spite 
of appeals to that Government on grounds of humanity and on other grounds. 
It is not understood w’hy these poor people are being driven out of Assam 
and deprived of their food and shelter. Justice and fnirnluy seems to have 
vanished from Assam. It is said that one erore and HI) lakhs acres of land 
are lying fallow, in other words 5 erores highas of land are lying as waste 
land fit for cultivation. In spite of so much fallow land it is not under- 
stood why these peopje who happened td be mostly Muslims and who went 
to Assam, some 20 years ago, some 10 years ago and some H or 4 years ago, 
were treated and are being treated in this way. The\ went there many years 
before, established themselves there and built their homes, cleared jungles 
and faced dangerous and ferocious animals and thus added to the wealth of 
the Assam Government. But these people are now' being evicted and not 
only evicted, their crops are being auction-sold and thus they are being 
driven to the wilderness. The latest report is that about 3 lakhs of people 
have been evicted. They with their children and 0 families, are suffering 
terribly and most of them are on the verge of death from starvation and 
other causes and the Assam Government have not made any arrangement 
lor their settlement elsewhere. Sir. itris sad that the present Chief Minister 
2* Assam, Mr, Bordoloi, says that he is not following any new procedure, 

, ®ays this policy is being pursued in accordance with the agreement 
was agreed to between Sir Saadullah and the then Congress Party 
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which was in Opposition and which is now on the saddle there.' Some of the 
relevant terms of that agreement are to the following effect: — 

(1) Those settled in Government reserves before the year 1938 should 

remain where they are. 

(2) Those originally settled on Government given lands and subse- 

quently taking shelter in reserves owing to river erosion of their 
lands or due to acquisition for military purposes should not 
be disturbed till they were given lands outside the reserves. 

(3) Individual cases of hardships resulting from evictions to he consider- 

ed by the Government. 

(4) Line system policy, which segregates the immigrants from the 

original inhabitants, should he given up within three years. 

(5) Before carrying out this policy a silting enquiry about e tic roach - 

ments and a survey of all available waste lands should be made, 
so that a colonisation scheme might be started, reserving one- 
third of the available lands for future expansion and the rest to 
he allotted to the different communities, such as, the caste 
Hindus, the Muslims and the Scheduled Tastes. An area at the 
foot of the hills also to be reserved for exclusive settlement of 
the tribal peoples. 

Later an amendment to this agreement was accepted by the Govern- 
ment — that “any encroacher who had raised one crop utter spending 
considerable time clearing jungles, labour and money should also be protect- 
ed from eviction”. These fundamental principles are not being followed. 
Sir Saudullah has clearly shown that this agreement is not being followed. 
Sir, Congress speaks of India as one nation and they speak of fundamental 
rights and all that. Here I may cite a portion of a resolution passed in 
Karachi by the Congress. “Every citizen is tree to move throughout India 
and to stay ami settle in any part thereof, to acquire property anil to follow 
any trade or calling and to he treated equally with regard to legal prosecu- 
tion or protection in all parts of India.” Mr. Bordoloi is a member of this 
Congress organisation. It is to he seen how these declarations are given 
effect to and are followed by the Congress Chief Minister of Assam. Sec- 
tion 98 of the Government of India Act runs as follows: — “No subject ol 
His Majesty domiciled in India shall on grounds only of religion, place of 
birth, descent, colour or any of them be ineligible for oHice under the Crown 
in India or bo prohibited on any such grounds from acquiring, holding, 
disposing of property or carrying on any occupation, trade, business or 
profession in British India. 

Sir, it is very unfortunate that at a time when there should be peace 
and amity, good relations between Nation and Nation, between all the 
communities inhabiting this land systematic and cruel atrocities are being 
perpetrated on human beings not in thousands but in lakhs who have 
produced the crop of the land, who have made their land of adoption a 
wealthy one and they are cruelly persecuted. Sir, is it not inhuman to 
evict persons from their homes with their families, with their little children Y 
Is it not inhuman to sell his only means of livelihood, i.e., his crop, which 
is produced at his cost and labour, to buy their lands in auction sale and 
to deprive them of their only means of livelihood ? Sir, this question was 
referred to that great Indian and he replied that because the people went 
there without the permission of the Government, they should he evicted, 
hut my appeal is that when they went there, when they cleared the jungles, 
when they built houses, w r kcn they produced crops, then the Government 
did not prohibit them from doing so. The Government allowed them at that 
time and acquiesced in allowing them to clear jungles to make the land 
more fertile to grow crops and the Government practically permitted them to 
do so and they can have no right now to evict them at this time. They are 
mostly Muslims and they are being brutally and cruelly treated. Sir, it is 
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ttjd that we are one nation. If it be so, why this discrimination against 
the Muslim immigrants from Bengal? There are others from the United 
Provinces and other provinces and they own 10 lakhs of acres of land. 
There is no eviction against them. Why should this cruel policy be follow- 
ed against the people of Bengal atone who are mostly or 90 per cent, of 
whom are Muslims. Sir, I must say this that because the Government of 
Assam thinks that the number of Muslims will he increased in the land 
they feel that the Muslim immigrants should be mercilessly evicted from 
their legitimate homes. Sir, this question was put to the fton’hle Member 
for Foreign Relations of the Government of India and he in his letter of 
reply to the Hon’ble Mr. Gopinath Bardoli, Thief Minister of Assam, has 
said as follows: “The Immigration question is a complicated one and it 
has become a communal question which will make it more difficult of solu- 
tion. Every effort should he made to avoid giving prominence to the 
communal aspect of it. Essentially it is an economic question and it should 
be tackled in an economic way. It must be recognised that a sparsely 
populated area with vacant lands as Assam is at present, cannot continue 
as it is with overcrowded provinces surrounding it. Therefore immigration 
is bound to take place because of the economic urge for it. No amount of 
sentiment and nCt even laws will ultimately stop it. Indeed, even from 
the point of view of developing Assam and making it a wealthier province, 
immigration is desirable. To talk in terms of stopping it is to ignore 
realities. 1 1 

Sir, this statement is taken from a letter written by Pandit Jawahar Lai 
Nehru to the Thief Minister of Assam. Jn this letter it is apparent that 
the Pandit at that time did not support the policy of eviction but my 
humble prayer and appeal to the Government of India is that it should ask 
the Government of Assam to stop these cruel evictions. There has been 
much agitation over this matter and the lust Karachi session of the Muslim 
League passed a resolution which runs as follow’s: — 

“The Working Toinmittee strongly condemns the harhurious ut roc i lies 
committed by the Congress Government in Assam on thousands of immi- 
grants by forcible mass evictions of immigrants from the so-called 
professional grazing reserves and Government waste lands by demolishing 
their houses and driving them to wilderness rendering them homeless and 
destitute. 

The Committee further records its condemnation ot the Assam Govern- 
ment's inhuman practice of selling by auction the paddy and food crops of 
immigrant cultivators, thereby depriving them of the fruits of their months 
of labour, of their sole means of subsistence, and exposing to starvation the 
families and children of the cultivators. The Committee urges upon the 
Assam Government to put an immediate stop to these inhuman evictions and 
auction sales and allow settlement of Government waste lands and excess 
lands in the professional grazing reserves to those cultivators who have 
spent time and lalamr in reclaiming their waste lands, built their homesteads 
and sown crops there. It is a matter of great surprise to the Committee 
that the Assam Government persists in its policy of oppression of the 
immigrant cultivators at a time wdien there is such acute food shortage In 
India.” 

Sir, appeal after appeal has been made by Mussalmans throughout India, 
and our popular Chief Minister also wanted to settle the quest ion b.v 
consultation. We however do not like to criticise harshly the Government 
of Assam but when it is a question of inhuman sufferings nobody can remain 
unmoved. I therefore appeal to the House to accept this motion 
unanimously. > 

Hr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that an Address be 
presented to Hi* Excellency the Governor of Bengal through the Hon ble 
the President of the Bengal Legislative Council with an earnest appeal to 
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His Excellency to make a strong representation immediately to the Govern- 
ment of India to stop evictions of Bengali immigrants from Assam by the 
present Assam Government. 

Khan Bahadur CYASUbDIN PATHAN: Sir, the mover of the motion 
has very elaborately discussed the subject of his motion. So I do not think 
it will be necessary for me to be Jong in my speech. Sir, the Assam evic- 
tion is now a matter of great concern to all right-thinking persons in Bengal, 
in view of the fact that the evicted families are all Bengalees. Moreover, 
the method of eviction pursued by the Assam Government is not only 
inhuman but history fails to cite any such similar instance. We have read 
much about the inhuman and barbarous atrocities of “Namrud” and ”Ejid” 
of antiquity, but nowhere we have seen forcible eviction, followed by burn- 
ing of houses, crops and all that belonged to the poor and helpless people 
and wholesale raids by elephants. It may be noted that a few years ago 
the services of these fearless Bengalees were considered necessary to clear 
up jungles by fighting with wild and ferocious beasts such as tigers, leopards, 
elephants, but all on a sudden these people who cleared the jungle areas even 
endangering their own lives and making lavish gilts of their children to 
malaria and kala-azur, are being evicted by the Assam Government on a 
lame excuse. I appeal to the honourable members ot the House to consider 
the helpless conditions of the Bengalee Muslims. I may tell you that very 
recently there was a conference at Bahudurabud which was attended by 
about u lakh of people (Mr. Lm.it Cimmmm 1)vs: Has Assam been 

invaded yet ? i and about 2, (MM) people of Assam also attended the 
conference including many members of the Legislature and there was a 
unanimous Resolution passed to move the Central Government through the 
Government of Bengal to take up the matter and put an end to the 
barbarities perpetrated in Assam. So in this view ot the matter 1 support 
the motion ami 1 hope it will he unanimously accepted. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, 1 oppose the motion - 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Why oppose? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Wait a hit and you will know. Sir, a 
request is being made to His Excellency to make a strong representation 
immediately to the Government of India to stop evictions of Bengalee 
immigrants from Assam. Why should His Excellency he invited to do so? 
Why should he do so when Bengal is an autonomous Province and Assam 
is also an autonomous Province. 1 think it is the business of Bengal 
Government and Assam Government and the Central Government has 
nothing to do with it. How can Central Government interfere with Assam 
Government if Assam thinks that it would he their best policy to do so for 
the protection of the Assam people. I do not understand why we on this side 
of the House in Bengal should move our Governor to appeal to the Govern- 
ment of India to stop eviction. I say land is a provincial subject and 
Assam has got sole right to do what it likes and it would he illegal for the 
Government of India to interfere in any way in this matter. So in this 
matter we should not lose all sense of justice and [airplay and interfere 
wfith the autonomy of the Assam Government. 

Sir, things are not what they seem. Feelings are being exacerbated by 
the policy of the Muslim league. As a matter of fact, so far as this present 

S dicy of eviction in Assam is concerned, when Sir Saadullah was the Chief 
mister of Assam it was decided by the Muslim League Government of 
Assam that these Bengalees were intruders in Assam and they were interfer- 
ing with the loaves and fish^ of the people of Assam and it was decided 
that they should he evicted/ Sir Sandullph's policy is now being followed 
by the present Government of Assam. Mr. Bardoloi, the present Chief 
Minister of Assam, has repeatedly stated in the press and on the platforms 
that they are only carrying out the policy of the Muslim league Govern- 
ment headed by Sir Saadullah. I may point out, Sir, that the real motive 
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ii not the protection of the Bengali immigrants as would appear from this 
motion. If the Muslim League Government in Bengal* was really sorry for 
those people, if they thought that those people tfere faced with starvation, 
it is the duty of the Bengal Government to bring them here and provide 
for them succour. Without doing this they are shamelessly asking the 
India Government to interfere with the administration of Assam. I submit 
they are adopting a dubious method of asking His Excellency to interfere, 
to meddle in the affairs of Assam Government. It is an unfuir suggestion. 
Sir, it is apparent that the present Government of Bengal, formed by the 
Muslim League, are trying to make Assam a part of Bengal, Their real 
intention is to Pakisthani.se Assam. They have moved this motion to this 
effect not only here in this House hut they are holding meetings to this 
effect. They have at present an intention of invading Assam to terrorise 
Assam Government and bring a downfall of the present Assam Government 
so that Sir Saaduilah ma> again he the Chief Minister and then it will he 
easy not only for the Bengali immigrants but it would lie easy to Pakis- 
thanise Assam, and Assam will form a part and parcel of Bengal. 1 
strongly oppose this resolution. 

Sir, their real intention ma\ he well understood it um follow their 
policy in regard to Bihar refugees. The present Muslim League Govern- 
ment of Bengal sent Mr. N. M. Khan, through the Muslim League Party, 
to bring about 150,000 refugees from Bihar with a view to Pakisi lionise the 
West Bengal. Tlu*\ ha\r a overwhelming majorits in East Bengal, now’ 
they want a similai majority in West Bengal. We strongly condemn the 
present policy of the Mu-dim League. The Assam Government is strongly 
protesting against the police that is being pursued by the Muslim League 
there. If tin* Muslim League Government of Bengal is really sympathetic, 
as I have already said, thc\ can withdraw those people from Assam and 
settle them in Bengal a* best as the Government of Bengal can do here. 
You are autonomous and independent, why should you ask the India 
Government to force the Assam Government to keep those undesirable 
elements there Y 

Now, Sir, this motion is being placed in this House hut 1 know that as 
a matter of fact representations were made to the Government of India with 
respect to this and the Government of Assam had to reply to tin* represen- 
tations in more strong terms than those contained in the representations 
which were made by Mi. Nur Ahmed in this House. On hearing these 
representations the Government of India came to the conclusion that the 
Assam Government was right and they had every right to carry out their 
own policy. I do not understand why the Government of India should he 
asked to violate the sacred principle of Provincial Autonomy and why the 
Governor of Bengal should he asked to take uo a matter like this where tin* 
entire policy is in the hands of and can he dictated only by the Assam 
Government. With these words, Sir, I lodge my emphatic protest against 
this motion . 

Mr. NACENftRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H : 1 bog to oppose this 
motion for the simple reason that the provisions of Rule 1 1 2 were not ever 
iutended to bring in matters of this nuture before the Council. It is 
intended for the purpose of expressing the opinion ot this Council on matters 
which are really not controversial and in which all the sections of the House 
have got a strong desire to move the higher authorities. My honourable 
friend Mr. Nur Ahmed, I am sure, knew* it from before that this is a matter 
which is extremely controversial and that this controversy has been going 
on in the* country for several years past from the time when Mr, Kaadulhth • 
was the Premier of Assam and it was practically he or his Ministry that 
decided that such immigration should not be allowed. From that time 
onwards the agitation started and it has now assumed great proportions. 
Now we are even hearing of a possible invasion of Assam by lakhs of 
intending immigrants. F do not know if that is going to happen in the 
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near future. But whatever it is, there cannot be the least doubt in the 
mind of any honourable member in this Mouse that this is one of the most 
controversial questions that is agitating the minds of the people of Assam 
as well as the people of Bengal and therefore I submit that this motion 
ihould not have been brought under Rule 112. It is obvious that except 
under Rule 112 we cannot discuss this mater iw this Council, Law bars it. 
The Rules bar it. That being the position 1 submit that this motion ought 
not to be discussed any more in this House. (The Hon’ble Mr. Salyko 
Mim/zamcddin Ho$ain : But the President has allowed it and admitted 
it.) With all respect for the President, the President is not supposed to 
know the feelings of the members of this House or the feelings outside. 
He might have admitted this resolution on the assumption that all sections 
of this House might agree to it. When the matter is brought to the notice 
of the President and when the attention of the President is drawn to the 
history of this controversy which has been going on tor several years, 1 
think that this matter should not be further proceeded with. My second 
point is that we cannot really discuss or criticise the conduct ot another 
Provincial Government. It was only the other day, I mean yesterday, that 
honourable members on the Treasury Benches even objected to the reference 
to Bihar and now we are going to criticise the conduct of another autonomous 
Government, the autonomous Government of Assam. I submit, whether 
it is good, bad or indifferent, whether their policy is liked by you or not, 
you cannot here in this House criticise the Assam Government and its way 
of dealing with the internal question ot immigration in that province. Now, 
Sir, every Government everywhere in this world hn\e got their own rules 
about this immigration question. They can allow somebody to go there and 
settle or if they like they may not allow others to go there and settle. The 
question that the'y have got enough lands to spare is immaterial and 
irrelevant. It is for tiiat particular Government to decide and settle as to 
how their lands should be utilised. It is certainly meant for the Assamese 
people and it is the Assamese people alone who have the primary right to 
have these lands for their own benefit. Simply because your reply is that, 
Assam has got enough hinds, it is no reason why you should go and settle 
there and say “we shall have them because you have lands enough to spare”. 
That is nothing but an attempt to force one’s self oi to help one’s- self to 
other people’s property, and there is no equity in it. As Mr. Dus has 
pointed out, if you can bring in one and u half lakhs ot people from another 
province and maintain them at the cost^of Bengal’s taxpayers, then why 
not bring those immigrants from Assam because, as 4 \nu say, the immigrants 
are suffering so much in Assam, for which you are now shedding crocodile 
tears ¥ Bring them down here and maintain them at Bengal’s cost; your 
Government will be willing to pay as much as is necessary. I submit that 
this is a matter which is not really permissible to be discussed here and 
that the Government of India also, as my friend Mr. l)as has already pointed 
out, has got absolutely no jurisdiction to interfere in the matter. Under 
the Government of India Act these are provincial matters and the Centre 
is not entitled to interfere with the internal administration of any province. 
They did not interfere in the matter of stopping the Great Calcutta Killing, 
nor in the Noakhali business, or in the matter of any other maladministra- 
tion by the Government of Bengal. I therefore submit that it is an absurd 
request to make to the Central Government. 

Tilt Htn’Mt Mr. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED: Don’t talk of Bihar, 
Mr. Mahalanobisb, 

Mr. HACENDRA NATH JIAHALANMI8H: Leave aside Bihar, 
indeed, but I do not think you should be so sensitive; I know what you have 
done and are doing 

Tht HtirtMt Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Yes, you will get your 
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Hr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: Y*, you always have 
the last say on the other side. Even considering the motion on its merits 
I think that this resolution shoTlid not be accepted by the House. 

Mr. KAMI III KUMAR DUTTA: JSir, I think that in the discussion of 
this motion unfortunately wi have introduced a communal complexion. 
That should be avoided and without any reference to any communal aspect 
this question can be discussed and cau be discussed very efficiently. Of 
course in the motion itself the expression used is “Bengalee immigrants”. 
Really, 1 would like to say that there is some confusion of ideas in respect 
of this matter. Jf it is a question of migration, theu certainly it would be 
a subject exclusively within the jurisdiction of the Government of India, 
for that item finds a .place in List I; migration is not a subject for tije 
provinces at all. But it is not really a problem of migration at all; if It 
were so then the question would be of gigantic magnitude. It is a ques* 
tion which every province would have to consider very carefully. Suppose 
if some residents of Central Province, which is known to be a not very 
fertile province want to migrate to the fertile soil of Bengal, would you 
welcome it? Certainly not. I say even if all those people be Hindus, I, 
as a Bengalee, would say “no”. It is a question of Bengalee and non- 
Bengalee ami you should look at it from that aspect. It was said that 
there is plenty of fallow land in Assam ; but, as my friend has just now said, 
there is absolutely no reason why one province would allow migration of the 
people of another province into its own province. Then, Sir, migration is 
a very different problem. This is a very important problem in the whole 
world. We know how jealous people are to see that there is no unrestricted 
migration. The history of South Africa, Canada and other countries where 
colonization has been going on shows how people are jealous and how they 
are against migration from another country to their own. People are 
generally against migration from outside. So it is not a problem of migra- 
tion. Here there should be no question of Hindu or Muslim, there should 
be no question of community. It should be the question of common mother 
land. So it is not a question of migration at all from Bengal to Assam and 
it does net come within the jurisdiction of the Government of India. 1^, 
is a problem of land dispute between those people who are said to be emi- 
giants whether they are settlers or not, whether t hey have a right to remain 
f lieie or not, whether the Assam Government have a light to evict the people 
who claim to have settled theie, it is all a problem between the settlers and 
the Assam Government. I think no political atmosphere ought to be 
denied and no communal colour ought to be given. YVe do not know how 
much percentage of these people are Muslims and how much Hindus -there 
am Hindus also. But it L a case for the Assam Government and the ques- 
tion whethei these persons should he evicted or retained rests exclusively 
and conclusively with the Assam Government. As 1 told you ut the out- 
set —suppose you have a laige tiact of land here in Bengal lying fallow and 
if people from l mtyd Province want to come here and * occupy this land 
would you give them? Certainly you have tin* right to refuse them and 
you would resist in the same way as the Assam Government is doing. That 
is exactly the position of the Assam Government. The Assam Government 
says that it is their policy — it is their land policy — in governing a province 
they must have a policy and under that policy if they do not want people from 
outside to settle there I think we have got nothing to say. They have got 
a policy followed for settling their surplus land and they are following that 
policy and under that policy they may want to ptejer the men of their own 
soil — people who require the lanas there. As far as we are able to see from 
the reports published, all the facts are not before the House regarding this 
dispute between the Government and the socalled immigrants. Then there 
*» the question of the pastoral lands also. Government have reserved some 
°f these lands for the purpose of grating. So, it is only a question of the 
application of the land policy df the Assam Government. After all the 
belong to the Assam Government and certainly it is not fair to coerce 
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that administration to a gree to give some portion oi their lands to the people 
who went there from outside. This question is fraught with great danger 
unless it is properly handled. We shnuldfnot play with fire. I should 
beseech mv honourable friend** opposite uml also the Government o4 
Bengal to consider this policy carefully. ThiWxample of this Government 
may be followed by the people of bther provinces. They may also come to 
Bengal and say that outturn vince is riot fertile and we find there is enough 
of fertile lands in Bengal, so we like to stay and settle here. I submit, 
Sir, it is not really a question of immigration at all. Migration from one 
province to another rests exclusively with the Government of India. It is 
a domestic problem between the Government of Assam the people who 
claitn to have got, some lands there. His more a question as to the applica- 
tion of the land settlement policy of the Assam Government and I would 
warn that we should not introduce any other aspect— whether it should be 
provincial or private, whether it should be on a all-India basis or inter- 
provincial. The question of one community or avothef^ should not be 
allowed to come in here. We should not in induce ^communal questions in 
all matters. We have had enough of it. We should opt forget our own 
province. We should not forget that Bengal is our moth* land. Bengal is 
my own province. Of course the interests of the Bengalees are to be safe- 
guarded but at the same time we should see that first cd all^tbe interest of 
the province is safeguarded. The other provinces have their own considera- 
tion. They have first to protect and safeguard the interests of the sons of 
their own soil and certainly we cannot force our ^population into the 
boundaries of another province. Simph because they have surplus lands 
is no ground that we shall claim some portion of that. In coming to a deci- 
sion on this question, I would appeal to the members of this House to banish 
ithe question of a particular community. l)o not stretch this question of 
one community too much. It will bring danger. The b rankest. -o, that 
you will be creating wall kill you one day. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Order, order. The JHmi-e stands 
adjourned till 2-lb p.m. on Tuesday, tin* 11th February. 11*47. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-1 o p.m. on Tuesday, the 11 fh lehruan, 

1947. 
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The following members wer# absent from the meeting held on the 7th 
February, 1947 t 

(1) Mr. L. P. S. Bourse, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Syed Abflur iRashid Choefihury, 

(3) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Ellahi, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Sir Md. Azizul Haque, 

(5) Mr. Mtffgturam Jaipuria, 

(6) Alhadj Khan^ Bahadur Sh&ith Muhammad Jan,,, 

(7) Mr. Humavun Z. A. Kabir, 

(8) Alhaj Yar Ali Khan, 

(9> Mr. Sye& Abdel Mazid, 

(10) Mr. George Morgan, C.I.E., 

(111 Mr. T. $. Nimmo, 

(12) Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray, and 

(13) Mr. SatisM Chundra Sen. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 

t 
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. First 8ession 1947— Ho. 4. 
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The Cofncil met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build* 
ing, Calcutta, on Tuesday the 11th February 1947 at 2-15 p.m. being the 
fourth day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section b2(<2)(a) of the 
Government of India Act, 1935. > 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Sinuh Roy, k.c.i.e.) wall v 
in the Chair. 


Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT S Yes, Mr.Lalit Chandra Das. « 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, will you permit me to speak tlWugh 
the microphone ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. Preside •nt, Sir, I he# to move 
that thi,> Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite mutter of 
urgent public importance and of recent occurrence, namety, the serious 
situation arising out ot the unprovoked and unwarranted firing and lathi 
charge by the police on the peaceful and unarmed students demonstration on 
\ ict-.\<nn Day aud the 21st January, last, in front of the Senate House 
Calcutta Cniversity (College Square, Calcutta) resulting in one student 
killed and 200 others injured, of whom 21 received bullet wounds, includ- 
ing some Judy students also. 

Sir, (he other da\ the llon'ble Chief Minister said in this House that 
Government business was being impelled because of these Motions and 
Resolutions. Sir, it is amazing that this complaint came from the Minister 
who is also in charge of and is responsible for the maintenance of law and 
order and peacg ami tranquillity not only in the city of Calcutta but also 
throuKbcmt the province and whenever there is a failure of the proper 
maintenance of law and order it is the duty ol the legislators to draw atten- 
tion ot the House to such a state of all airs and because the machindfy of 
law end order tails too often we have ot ten times to bring in such motions 
lor discussion and if this entails any delay in the transaction of Uovern- 
meut business the responsibility for this lies on the head of the administra- 
tion. « 

Sir, about a week™ prior to the 21st January last, 21 at January was 
declared Calcutta as "Vict-Nam Day*’ for expression of sympathy by the 
students Jwith the people of Yiet-Nam in their heroic struggle against the 
French jingoes, struggling for freedom ami for protection and preservation 

their Repuhjic. rhis the police knew, very well. Sir, for one Colonial 
people struggling for freedom, it is but natural that all colonial peoples 
of all other countries WOuld be sympathetic ami hold demonstrations for the 
purpose of expressing their sympathy. There was milling criminal or 
ooinmunal about it, and irtdferf, a very Strong continent of Muslim students 
joined with otyer students 4n the demonstration that day. The police, the 
*£ents of British imperiafem, scented danger <yid they marched from Lai 
•jaafar in fcolM phuhuix arrfied with all sorts of weapons to meet a body of 
R n*? thoroughly unarmed in College Square where in front of the Senate 
g TTmvemty lawn, a rpeeting and a demonstration was to be held. 
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Sir, why did the police oome in such great force? The answer would 
be, for the purpose of preventing the violation of the order under section 
144, Criminal procedure Code. This order, Sir, was passed so far back as 
on the 18th August last by the Commissioner of Police at the instance of 
the Provincial Government for the purpose of preventing and checking 
communal disturbances which broke out on the lGth^August last as a result 
o| the Direct-Action-Day policy of the Muslim League party. The curfew 
was a Iso enforced. But the curfew order was withdrawn long ago with the 
cessation of communal disturbances. Why was the order of section 144 not 
withdrawn along with it? The reasons for enforcing curfew are exactly 
the same as those for section 144. But quite inconsistently, in spite of 
protest, ^n spite of clamorous demand of the public section 144 was not 
withdrawn — thus suppressing the civil liberties of the people, the citizens' 
right of freedom of speech and freedom ot association and freedom of hold- 
ing meetings. Even then the order promulgated by the Commissioner of 
Police w r as only for preventing and putting a stop to further occurrence 
of rioting, arson and looting and could not be applied to a procession of 
both Hindu and Muslim students who were out, hand in hand, on the city 
streets on the Viet Nam-Day. Sir, that day the people of all communities 
irrespective of caste, creed and different political views, were peacefully 
proceeding to join the meeting and there was no apprehension of rioting, 
arson or looting for prevention of which only, the order u rider section 144. 
Criminal Procedure Code, was passed. In this view, the students going 
in procession to hold a meeting cannot be said to have violated the older. 

Sir, let us look at the question from another stand point. It had been 
seen that on important occasions, such as, the Id prayer day and the idol 
immersion procession day, the police ot their own accord suspended the 
operation of section 144, although on those occasions the chances of 
communal clash were not remote. 1 ask, why at least on the 21st January 
last, when there was absolutely no chance of communal clash when in fact 
the Muslims fraternised with the Hindus the order under section 144, 
Criminal Procedure Code, was not suspended to allow the students to hold 
their demonstration peacefully? Is it that the defended of British 
Imperialism in sympathy with the French Imperialists had suddenly bctfome 
afraid of Hindu-Muslim unity and were determined to crush the Students 
for having dared sympathise witli the freedom loving people of lmlo-China? 
Sir, even if it is held that there was the technical violation of the order, 
the force used by the police was beyond all proportion, harshly excessive. In 
foot, Sir, the police that day made a barbarous exhibition ef thej# brutal 
strength. Sir, they used tear gas, freely applied the regulation dfethis, 
turned the hose pipe on the crowd before the Senate House and finally 
discharged several rounds of ammunition from their guns with no qualms of 
conscience in doing so, resulting in at least deaths of two students, one 
having died instantaneously and the other subsequently in the Medical 
College Hospitul and also resulting in infliction of injuries on at least 200 
people, twenty-one of whom received bullet wounds. In the Ittack some 
lady students also suffered. Sir, the police behaved with equal ferocity 
when they stopped the students’ procession at Dhuramtalla in November 
1945 demonstrating for the release of I.N.A. heroes. Sir, they urge 
Xtpcessity as their plea. Necessity. Sir, is the tyrants’ plea. Sir, we ask 
where was our Chief Minister 4hat our during whose regime so many tragic 
incidents had taken place in almost clock work regularity at short intervals. 
Sir, we ask where was our Home Minister on the 21st January last? Was 
he in the Control rtem of Lai Bazar tliana to control the activities of the 
police that day as he was^here on the 16th August last when communal 
riots broke out and continued for full four days# He surelvknew before- 
hand that a students procession would converge in the Collegeoquare on the 
Yiet-Nam Day* Was it not his duty to warn the police to bebive properly 
having known earlier exhibitions of t^eir imprope| conduct towards students 
and nationalists? Were the Moslem Leaguers in secret sympathy the 
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British Imperialist? For, let it be said here and now that it is common 
knowledge that every British Imperialist is supporter of the Muslim League 
amLeirery Moslem Leaguer is a supporter of British Imperialism, Or how 
else can you explain the masterly inactivity of the Polifce day before 
yesterday when thousands of Muslim Leaguers broke Section 144, Criminal 
Procedure Code order #nd marching through the streets gathered before 
the Muslim Institute and in presence of the police shouted themselves 
hoarse, one section crying “Suhrawardy Zindabad M and the other crying 
"Sher-E-Bengal Farlul Huq”. Sir, clearly enough the police the Agents 
of British Imperialism have one Code for the Muslim League and another 

for the nationally minded We ask again where was Mr. Suhrawardy 

on the 21st January last and what steps did he adopt to prevent the tragic 
occurrence — this bloodbath on Calcutta streets P For full four days tne 
police on and from lfith August were a milk of human kindness to rioters, 
looters and murderers and very sparingly used their weapons. Their 
conduct then must have pleased their Imperialist masters as their conduct 
on this occasion <ulso would gladden them. 


Sir, I do not loose sight of the fact that for that day’s business and 
official communique was issued in which various acts of hooliganism are 
alleged to have been committed by the student demonstrators to fasten the 
blame on the students to justify the police action. Sir, it is easy to make 
allegations. How could the Government be sure that it were the students 
who threw stones and not the riffraffs of the town who usually gather on 
such occasions to carry on their nefarious trade. Agents provocateurs who 
always concentrate their activities in big gatherings could very well manage 
affairs so as to provoke the police to action. But the fact remains, the 
students both Hindus and Moslems came in their thousands absolutely 
without any sort of arms with the intention solely to demonstrate their 
sympathy for the annamites in their trouble and not to defy the Govern- 
ment order nor to provoke the police nor to do rioting, looting or anything 
of the sort. Sir, if the police would have shown a hundredth part of their 
teeeh on the Kith August as the\ did on the 21st January last and used 
some bullets judiciously, then we would not have had to witness the great 
C alcutta killing which has disgraced the fair name of Bengal and of the 
Government. Sir, I repeat, I am not unmindful of the fact that a 
Communique was issued by the Government on the day’s happenings. Sir, 
in this communique Government remained surprisingly silent, about, the 
firing. Why? Did the conscience of the Government get pricked? Did 
the Government realise that the firing was unjustified and so remained 
silent? Sir, th is great omission proves if any proof were needed, proves 
beyond any doubt that the police were in the wrong. 

Sir, with these words I commend my motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Motion moved that this Council 
do adjourn* its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent public 
importance, and of ^recent occurrence, namely, the serious situation arising 
•ut of the unprovoked and unwarranted firing and lathi-charge by the 
police on the peaceful and unarmed students demonstration on Viet- Nam 
Day, the 21st January last, in front of the Senate House, Calcutta University 
(College Square, Calcutta), resulting in one* student killed and 200 others 
injured of whom 21 received bullet wounds, including some lady students 
also. 


Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: In supporting the motion, Sir, I like to 
point out that Sir, Viet-Nam Demonstration is nothing but an expression 
of that desirt of the students which wants to make their country free from 
the firm grip of imperialism. 


Imperialism, French or English, tastes the same bitter stuff. Tbit 
outburst of the inner jeeling of the students should have been 
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appreciated rather than suppressed. May I enquire why firing was not 
resorted to when the League or Muslim students were crying Muslim 
League slogans and various forms of Murdabad and Jindabad in and around 
the Assembly Chamber for days? Why this invidious distinction and 
treatment ? 

As to the Commissioner of Police whom I shall ftot call coward, may 1 
enquire, why he when bothered or bored by the Premier in the control room 
atood inactive when section 144 was set at naught by these students. 
Firing on Hindu crowd or students has become very easy matter. Hindu 
youths without any leader in Bengal are really objects of pity in this doomed 
province. This calls for a Hindu revolt against the intolerable oppression 
by the League Ministry and its underlyings and slaves. 

May I enquire why Calcutta having 80 per cent. non-Muslim population 
should groan under a “Calcutta killing” atmosphere created by the League 
misrule and communal police control? Why of all things Hindu majority 
portion of Bengal should be steamrolled by an unreasonable, irrational 
fanatical section of the League Ministry and League conspiracy. Leaders 
are selling Bengal to the Muslim Leaguers at a price and consideration 
which even ten years back these very students could not dream. 

Sir, I do not like to go into the merits of these demonstrations except 
what I have already stated; but good, bad or indifferent whatever might 
be the motive of these students, firing on unarmed students cannot be 
supported. The Ministry have failed to maintain law and order in the 
country, only students of Calcutta pay the penalty for the misrule of the 
League Cabinet. The,\ must go out and make room for a Coalition an 
honest Coalition Cabinet failing which let there be a partition of Bengal 
where Hindus may feel secure and safe and maintain a true balance tor the 
East Bengal. With these words, 1 support the motion of my honourable 
friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH : Mr. President. Sir, I 
beg to support this motion. I will not raise any communal question in 
discussing the motion before us. It is undisputed that the students' 
procession was a procession of students of all classes and communities. 
There were Hindus, Muslims and other communities represented and their 
object was actually to make a demonstration for the purpose of showing 
sympathy with the Viet Nainese people who were going to he deprived or 
rather robbed of their independence by the French Imperialists. Whether 
that was right or that was wrong or that was proper or improper, it is not 
for us to consider here just now. The question before the House is how 
far the Government or the Police weie justified in interfering with the 
students and ultimately firing upon them and killing some of them. There 
was, I understand, absolutely no disturbance by these students before the 
police interfered. There was going to he held a meeting in their college 
premises and students from various parts of the city were converging to 
that place of their meeting and I understand that the police started interfer- 
ence from various quarters and the students were held up at different 
places. There were ladies, there were girl students, thre were young boyS 
and almost all of them were practically in their teens. They were not 
armed; they had no intention to violate any 144 proceedings or any order 
of the Government. They were not making any demonstration against the 
144 order. That order has been in force in Calcutta from August last apd 
nobody could have even dreamt that the Government or the Police in Cal- 
cutta could have thought that these young students were actually violating 
the order under section 144 4*ecnuse it was not their object; their object was 
not illegal aud even if you strictly interpret the law they were not members 
of an unlawful assembly. If you read section 141 of the Indian Penal Code 
you will find that the object of an assembly must he to do some mischief, some 
offence of criminal trespass or other offence or to break the law. Now 
here, if, technically you can charge them with anything, you can charge 
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them with violation of the order under section 144. Now 144 was promul- 
gated not to prevent the assembly of students or other innocent assembly 
gut it was primarily for the purpose of preventing any riot or communal 
clash or people armed with lethal weapons or other weapons so that there 
might be a breach of the peace. That being the object of order under sec- 
tion 144 what were these students doing; what were their objects! The 
Government knew it; the Police knew it that their object was very innocent. 
Perhaps they wanted to make a demonstration before the French Consulate 
and to hold a meeting and pass resolutions sympathising with the lot of the 
Viet Namese. Now. Sir, if that were the object how could anybody possibly 
imagine that it was an unlawful assembly ; how could the police take it into 
their heads that this procession ought to he stopped. If you see that there 
was a technical breach of the 144 order which I certainly dispute, T submit* 
that even then the police were not justified in starting tear-gassing them, 
/uMi-charging them and ultimately shooting them. There is no law which 
would authorise any government to do that. If they violated the 144 
order, well, the police were perfectly entitled to arrest them, to take them 
to prison, to take them away but what authority had they to tear-gas them, 
lathi-charge them and shoot them? I would like to know what authority 
there was and J hope that we shall be enlightened by the able advocates of 

the other side. You may go on arresting them if you cannot arrest them 

then you can do nothing with them. You should have a summons issued 
through the Magistrate and try them according to luw. That obviously 
was the proper procedure to adopt. Hut how could you let loose the police 
goondas who were absolutely doing nothing during the August riots and 
were standing as statues in street corners when hundreds and thousands of 
people were being killed in broad daylight in their presence and the police 

it they did anything, they were taking part in footing. Tips is your 

Calcutta police and your Calcutta Police on this particular occa- 
sion took it into their head to interfere with this peaceful 

procession of students and then started shooting. The theory 

of brick-batting is there and that theory as also that of smlawater 

bottle hurling is always handy to them and they could always say that their 
lives were at stake. They would reply that the procession was likely to 
injure them and their lives would be at stake and that is why they were 
forced to resort to firing. I submit that these sorts of excuses might be 
invented by anybody and that is why they lost their head. The police could 
and should have only watched, hut there were some among the policemen 
who I believe had a brainwave and thought that their inaction in August 
194G might be made good on this occasion. I submit and I may cite a 
recent case when hundreds and thousands of Muslim leaguers went in 
procession in Calcutta and they were left untouched. I do not at all raise 
this question to say that there was partiality. I rather say that that was 
the correct attitude for the police to take. Section 144 order was surely 
not imposed to prevent peaceful procession of students and other innocent 
people but to prevent second riot in August last. I therefore condemn the 
action of the Government and of the police and I commend the motion to 
the acceptance of the House. 

Rfti Bahadur JOCENDRA CHANDRA ROY: Mr. President, Sir, I 
would have been very glad if I could have somehow spared myself this 
painful necessity of uttering some unpalatable truths. But the occurrence 
under discussion is so disgraceful and inhuman the entire episode is so 
marked with* mediaeval barbarity that I shall be guilty to my electorate 
and false to my conscience and my Maker if I do not expressly anj frankly 
condemn the (government that have stopped down so low us to fire upon a 
body of unarmed students of my country, specially when that Government 
boast of their being a “National Government. 1 * The Government may say 
*‘we have imposed restrictions civil liberty under section 144, Criminal 
trocedm^ Code, for the good of the country. # They have violated this law 
hence is their punishment”. May I ask* the Hon’ble Home Minister 



#4 


ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


[11th Fkb., 


to «earch his own conscience lo find an honourable justification for what 
has been done in the present case for the so called maintenance of law and 
order? Is it not strange that the police which had displayed such masterly 
inactivity during the “Great Calcutta Killing” should now be bubbling 
with activity and be so eager to demonstrate their powers against unarmed 
youthful students. That shameful tragedy of the 16th August would 
never have disgraced Bengal’s history if the keepers of law' and order had 
been half so alert and active as they were on the 21st January. And though 
the Government in a press note has cooked up all sorts of slander against 
the students, it curiously does not mention police firing. That there was 
firing on the unarmed students was revealed from the reports of the 
hospitals; Why then this foolish attempt to suppress the truth? 

On many occasions in the past we have seen that the police as an agent 

of British Imperialism had acted more brutally and the hell of repression 

had been let loose on the unarmed and non-violent people of our country. 
In my opinion the situation could have been saved by mere tactful handling 

as it was handled irt the southern part of the citv to disperse the students. 

But in this case the over-zealous activity of some police officers led to this 
unhappy tragedy. The police barbarities there were uncalled-for and 
unjustified. The students of Calcutta assembled before the Senate House 
to denounce the French Imperialism. No act of violence was contemplated 
as they were completely unarmed. Had the processionists been allowed 
a free passage I think no harm would have been done to anybody. For 
tragic incident of the 21st Police are wholly to he blamed. They display- 
ed force in a most disgraceful fashion. Besides using tear gas there was 
lathi charge and firing. There is some relief that military was not called 
out to disperse these non-violent students. 

On this day the students were observing Viet Nam Day peacefully and 
non-violentlv and still the police used lathis missiles and tear gas on them 
and peaceful citizens. We did not expect such Fascist behaviour from the 
Government that claims to be National and I further think it an act of 
shame and regret and everybody will condemn and has condemned such 
barbarous acts. 

In conclusion I pay my humble respect to the memory of student martyrs 
Dhiraranjan and others and demand compensation from the Government "for 
those who are dead and wounded and we further demand unconditional 
release of those students and citizens who are prisoners or against whom 
charges are pending, and we also request the Government that they with- 
draw the section 144 forthwith. But may we not also fervently expect from 
this National Government of ours that such mediaeval barbarities will no 
more mar the sacred land of ours at least so long as they are at the helm 
of affairs in this province. Let this dawn tinged with red colour of blood- 
shed he the dawn that is brightened with the red hue of anew* era of happi- 
ness and glory to our motherland. 

Mr. C. MORGAN. Mr. President, Sir, I am afraid, we cannot support 
this adjournment motion. The thing is rather ill-advised because the 
whole point is that law and order had to be maintained. As to how it was 
maintained on that occasion and as to why firing and lathi charges were 
resorted to I hope the Chief Minister will be able to explain. My hon’ble 
friend Mr. Mahalanobish said that there was no disturbance; I was not 
there and I cannot corroborate that. It seems to me that the inference is 
that the police fired on dbiet, innocent and law-abiding students. Well, 
I oannot believe that. I think the Chief Minister will explain the position. 
We all know that section 144 is in force and it was the duty of Govenunent 
and their executives to see that law and order is maintained and if the/ 
do not do that how law and order is going to be maintained and what w 
going to happen 

Mr. NACBNDRA NATtf MAHALANOBISH: Calcutta killing* 
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Mr. C. MORGAN: Possibly. If they do not maintain law and order 
the country simply crashes, every one will run amok. It must be remember- 
ed that however misguided they may be the fact remains that they will be 
the future rulers of the country and if they are going to suspend law and 
order in this way we do not know what will be the reaction of that. But 
I gav that the shooting and lathi charges will have to be explained by the 
Chief Minister. Some said there was no disturbances, some said that they 
were all completely unarmed and the police fired on innocent people. But 
police do not fire on innocent people so tar as I know. 1 hope the Chief 
Minister will explain as to why firing was resorted to. Regarding my 
friend Mr. Haridas Mazumdar’s point about Partition, though it is a 
communal matter, still it interests me. For in 1908 when East Bengal and 
Assam was a separate province, I was a member in the first Legislative 
Council. When in Delhi we were told that we may have to go to Bengal. 
There to our astonishment in 1911 we were told to come back to Bengal. 
So, at that time there was an agitation against Partition and this agitation 
was carried on by the Hindus. Now, they want Partition ! (Mr. HaridaS 
Mazfmdar : Because circumstances have changed. You were then an 
young man and now you are an old man). Therefore, Sir, I think we 
should support the Ministry in the execution of law and order. No doubt 
{the Chief Minister will explain to us why the particular firing episode took 
place — were the people innocent or were they creating disturbance whether 
thev were violent and braking law or non-violent. 

Mr, BIJOY 8INGH NAHAR: Mr. President, Sir, we all know that a 
very strong current is flowing throughout the whole world against 
imperialism, to kill imperialism of any sort. We in India, I am sure, all 
parties agree to drive out imperialism. We are in sympathy with any 
people who are fighting against imperialism of any sort. What happened 
on the 21st January, the students of Calcutta — all sorts of students Hindus, 
Muslims of all colleges — decided to observe Viet Nam Day in sympathy with 
the struggle of the Viet Namese people — to fight against the French 
imperialism. They did nothing to break law. They wanted to hold meet- 
ing in the Calcutta University compound. You will find, Sir, from the 
papers that notices were issued from different student organisations that 
{they wanted to hold meeting only, and the holding of meeting is not illegal 
nor has it been banned in this province. But what happened actually? 
Students came out of the schools and colleges and proceeded towards the 
University. There was no procession so to say. (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 
SrHHAWARDY : Hum.) There is no question of “Hum, hum” by the Chief 
Minister. The Students were coining out to hold a meeting — that is all. 
The police were too vigilant, as will be found that at about 9 a.m. long 
before the time of the meeting hundreds of police were present before the 
University in College Street, as if something was going to happen there. 
When the students were coming out in the streets they were disturbed by 
the police, they were checked by the police near Hati Bugun in the beginning 
and next near the College Square. What happened afterwards we all 
know*. There was no question of breaking the law. I can say that various 
other meetings of the students were being held in the University compound 
previously but the police never interefered and so no trouble arose. It is 
the police that ihtereferes and creates all sorts of troubles and they indulge 
in this blood bath on the streets of Calcutta. I can cite one or two instances 
to show that the police were over- vigilant. We have read the news and 
comments in the newspapers but the Government or the police never 
contradicted them. Sir, the beds of the Medical College Hospital were 
▼seated to some extent on the previous night in the expectation that some- 
thing would happen. Why this anticipation before? The Police Chief. 
I wifi not say that he was wrong, because unfortunately for us there is still 
* European as the head of the folioe Chief in the city of Calcutta. Certainly 
™ Europeans who are with the British Imperialism here today tbejr are out 

kill all sorts of agitation against any sort of imperialism and they want 
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Imperialism to be here. But it in most unfortunate, Sir, that our Ministers 
and our Government are siding with this sort of thing. Sir, w r e never 
expected that the Minister in charge of Law and Order would indulge in 
this sort of thing and would allow the police to do these things that the 
victims being the students be wounded, to be killed in this way. Sir, this 
is most deplorable and when such sad scenes were enacted now’ and before, 
the Ministers sat tight in their homes; they did not do anything; they did 
not act; they failed. Sir, in this debate at an earlier stage one question 
has been raised that this is a communal issue. Sir, I can say there w’a& 
no communal issue altogether in this. (Mr. Hamiirl Hvq Uhowdhury : 
Who raised that?). Our friend Mr. Haridas Mazumdar raised this thing 
but I can clearly say that both Hindus and Muslims, all sorts of students 
were there. The Hindu and Muslim students also were wounded and they 
were admitted into the hospitals and therefore there was no question of 
communalism in it. The only object of the students was to show’ their 
sympathy in a fight, in a struggle between the people of Viet Nam against 
an Imperialism ami the Government of Bengal today which claims to he a 
popular Government, the same League Government today also wuints to kill 
the spirit of fight against Imperialism. That is most unwanted and 
regrettable. Sir, with these words I again ask our Government and 
Ministers, specially the Minister in charge of Law and Order, to see that 
no further incidents like this do happen. Let the students and let the 
public go on in peace so that unwarranted and unprovoked police excesses 
as firing, lathi charging and tear-gassing do not happen on the streets of 
Calcutta like this henceforth. 

The Hon’hle Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Mr President, Sir, I would 
like to say at the outset that no one deplores this incident more than 1 do 
or the Government does and it is a matter of great regret that the police 
had to resort to coercive action on that du^.. Let us, Sir, however, not 
confuse the issues. This was no outburst of any imperialist sympathies bv 
the European Commissioner of Police. It had nothing to do with Imperia- 
lism at all. Ah a matter of fact, on one occasion the Commissioner of 
Police even told the students that he was prepared to allow' them to go to 
Park Street and demonstrate if they wished to do so outside the French 
Consulate provided that they did not go in a procession and this was refused. 
The students insisted on going out in a nroeession. Take the other issue 
also which lias been falsely raised, namely, the necessity or otherwise of 
section 144 in the city of Calcutta. Regarding that if the issue comes to 
the fore 1 would be prepared to seek your vote on that issue and I am sure 
that all responsible people will support me in the policy that it is not yet 
time to remove section 144. It is wrong to say that section 144 has been 
placed there for the purpose of curbing civil liberties. Well, that may be 
applicable to some other places and some other provinces but not in a place 
where the memory of the late carnage is still with us and when its effects 
are still being felt by us. Is there anybody who can deny that things have 
not yet returned to the normal, that people are still in a state of panic? 
Are the Muslims in a position now to go back to Hindu localities? Have 
the Hindus come back and entered the premises which they had vacated in 
the Muslim localities? Vp to now they are still far apart and do not trust 
each other and in this atmosphere 1 tfiink it would be dangerous to relax 
section 144. 

On the 21st January some students misled by some designing people 
came out with the intention of holding a meeting in the University lawn 
and then marching in procession to Park Street, There is no object ion 
whatsoever to allowing the holding of meetings in the University lawn; 
nobody bus ever attempted to obstruct them here. They can hold any 
number of meetings there. But if they are out with the intention of violat- 
ing section 144 and say that we will march in process whatever happens 
because they want the ban to be removed, then I am afraid that Govern- 
ment cannot take it lying down. As I have said, these unfortunate student* 
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were misled and were taking the chestnuts out of the fire for other people 
behind. There was no responsible organisation that encouraged the 
students taking this up. There was no responsible organisation which 
encouraged the students to defy section 144 or to come out in a procession * 
and as a matter of fact the more responsible organisations disapproved 
subsequently of their action. I therefore sympathise with the students all 
the more that they should have been made pawns of by persons with 
ulterior motives and not even for a high political ideal. 

Now, Sir, I may place before you some of the incidents which took 
place and which will show to you that it is entirely incorrect to say that' 
the students were unarmed or that there was no violence committed by 
them that day. Some members have said that they were “thoroughly 
unarmed”. J will show you, Sir, that it was certainly not the police that 
hurled acid bottles upon themselves, or brickbatted themselves or hud their 
faces hashed, their feet gashed open or thrown into the tank or had their 
motor cars burnt. These incidents took place and still there are honour- 
able members who come and sav in this House that there was no violence. 
(Mr. La lit Chandra Das: Did jou hold an inquiry?) But 1 have look- 
ed through the reports. Not only have I read through the reports but i 
have come across several people, several impartial witnesses of the 
occurrences on that day, who hold that the police acted with a great deal 
of discretion and commendable restraint. 1 endorse that view and 1 had 
hoped, indeed 1 had hoped, that far from moving this motion to attack 
Government and the Police they should have received your co-operation in 
the maintenance of order and peace. I assure you that the Government is 
determined to maintain order and peace. I will not have any more repeti- 
tion of the murders, loot, riots, arson and carnage which we have seen in 
recent times and this can only be done if instead of critising the Govern- 
ment iii the manner you urqwoing, all of you come 'forward — which you 
are morally bound to do — aim support the Government in their endeavour. 

Now, Sir, it I took Mr. Haridas Mazumdar seriously, if 1 thought that 
he had u following, if 1 thought that he was in a position to create public 
opinion or to induce people to follow him, I might nave had to take certain 
steps when he calls upon Hindus to revolt against Muslims 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Not against Muslims but against the 
Ministry and its imperialism. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I wish he stopped such 
talks. I wish to assure hon’ble members here that we are not living in 
the days of the past. Today we are passing through very serious times 
and it behoves of all men of goodwill to moderate their lunguuge so that 
the tension is relaxed as much as possible. We are certainly doing our 
best in this direction. 

I may now plaee before you some of the facts relating to the incidents 
on that day. I may say that at least 18 police officers were injured on the 
occasion. The police persuaded the students procession of about 50 to 
disperse who were coming from Mirzapore Street towards Senate House 
and the University and a large number of students of that type were 
assembled inside the University lawn. No one objected to that. The only 
objection was to the passing in procession. They refused to disperse and 
formed in a procession and thereafter they came out to the College Street 
shouting slogans. There was another processioh of about 500 students 
coming down College Street. This procession was joined by the students 
of the University lawn in front of the Hare School and fW Presidency 
College. The students refused to disperse and sat on the ground. This 
followed by showers of brickbats coming from various points from the 
compounds of Hare School, Presidency College and the Senate. It in 
*»grettable that the students "utilised trie sacred precincts of the Senate 
Honee and the University for the purpose of throwing brickbats on the 
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police as a result of which several officers, including the Deputy Commis- 
sioner, North, were injured. Then a procession of about 1,000 students 
beaded by 25 girls arrived and squatted on the road in front of the 
Presidency College. Here I must deplore the bringing of these young 
ladies in all such dangerous demonstrations. They made the position very 
'difficult. These young ladies should not have been brought out 

Mr# LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Look at Lahore and Punjab. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY* Their position is quite 
different from Bengal. Here you are bringing out young girls in their 
teens whom you are exploiting for creating difficulty. Here you are 
exploiting the ladies. In the case of Lahore and in other places they are 
mature ladies who understands, they understand what they are doing. 
Here they are little girl students who are being pushed forward every time 
by brave men who are behind them. 

Now, Sir, these students refused to be dispersed and 18 arrests were 
made and there was a lathi charge after the girls were removed from the 
procession. Then the Commissioner of Police arrived there and took 
charge. He contacted some of the leaders and arranged that the students 
should come down the road and enter the University compound for the 
purpose of holding their meeting. He made it quite clear to them that the 
students will not be allowed to take out a procession. The leaders were 
unable to control the mob and the students squatted there. Then the Com- 
missioner of Police had no other alternative but to use tear smoke. At 
1-55 p.m. or near about 2 p.m. 1 sergeant and about 10 or 12 Inspectors 
dispersed the students when soda water bottles were hurled on them and 
when they charged brickbats were showered on them. It was at this 
period that the sergeant fired two rounds from his revolver which dispersed 
“the crowd and there was no visible casualty* Again there were showers of 
brickbats and again one more round had to be fired. Then bottles contain- 
ing acids were thrown on the police. While attempting to approach the 
University compound the Officer-in-charge of the Hare Street and 1 sergeant 
were heavily brickbat ted and the latter was struck in the face with a bricjc 
as a result of which his face was bashed and he fell down unconscious and 
in order to extricate him the Officer-in-charge fired 2 rounds. Then 
oountry-mude bombs and crackers were thrown on the police not only from 
the University buildings but from the South East corner of College 

Square (Mr. Lamt Chandra Das: How many police have been 

injured?) At about 2-30 p.m. the Commissioner of Police sent for the 
police force which had been detailed in Wellington Square as it was expect- 
ed that procession of students from College Square would meet the tramway 
workers at Wellington Square. The Wellington Square was therefore 
properly guarded by the police and that meeting of the tramway workers 
did not materialise. However, Sir, the two sepoys who were being heavily 
brickbatted fired 5 rounds in self defence. A European gentleman was 
passing in a car. What happened then ? The car was dragged inside 
Mirxapore Street and set on fire. At 3-30 p.m. Mr. Niharendu Dutta- 
Masumdnr, m.l.a., arrived on the scene and went inside the University 
buildings and of course one does not know what took place there. At 
-6 p.m. Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose arrived there and he .spoke to the students. 

Mr. BIJOY 8INCH NAHAR: May I know how many police were 
injured P 

Tilt Hon’ble Mr. H. 8/*8UHRAWARDY: 18 police received injuries 
and were treated. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: How many of them were admitted into 
the Medical College? 

TIM Hon’Wi Mr. H. B. SUHRAWARDY: I do not know. Now, Bit. 
at that time an attempt was made to snatch away a gun from a sepoy and 
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then bombs were thrown on the police. They were not small or ordinary 
bombs without any force of violence. This was followed by severe showers 
of brickbats from the University compound. This was followed by a severe 
showering of brickbats from the University compound whereupon the police 
party opened fire with their revolvers, the two sepoys w r ith their rifles. 
Fourteen persons suffering from bullet wounds had been admitted. This 
took place on the road. In the south there was equally a repetition. 
Brickbats were thrown on the police wounding them and whenever they 
came back (this is a very long report) they were followed by brickbats. 
And similarly also girls were utilised as the spearhead of this violence. 
The core of this trouble was that a batch of persons squatted on the road 
including 15 to 20 girls. (Mr. Lamt Chandra Das: Wliat about Lahore?) 
Mv friend is always talking about Lahore. He ought to realise the 
difference. The ladies there go separately and get arrested. The men do 
not go behind them, as is the case here, skulking. The ladies there go 
separately and court arrests. It is not that the men go behind the ladies 
and push them forward. So don’t go on talking about it. It does not 
redound to your credit (Mr. Lamt Chandra Das: I know it is going 
home. ) As soon as the procession with small girls in the front rank was 
stopped the men sat behind them on the road squatting. Then briokbuts 
became particularly vicious and small boys apart from ladies now small boys 
are being utilised for the purpose. Small boys between the ages of 10 and 15 
were the chief culprits. Several at various times advanced to within 4/5 
yards of the Deputy Commissioner of Police and threw the brickbats several 
of which struck the Deputy Commissioner of Police. Several police officers 
had, by this time, sustained brickbat injuries and so on and so on. It, is 
not necessary for me to place before tl^» House all the vurious incidents 
which took place in other parts of the town. But after this, to say that 
they were an unarmed crowd, that they were non-violent and that the police 
acted without any provocation would be distinctly unfair. I still maintain, 
Sir, that the police acted with commendable restraint and 1 seek the vote 
of this House in their support. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Whose report are you making; was it 
not a police report? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: A much more reliable report 
than yours. It is the report of those who were on the scene and not the 
report of those who are speaking here and who never went to the place. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Then who were the culprits? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Now about the right of reply of the 
mover of the motion. Since 1 refused the right of reply to Mr. Muhalanobish 
I have looked up the rules and precedents. I find that our rule is silent 
on that point and our precedents are not always very consistent. At one 
stage such right of reply was refused. Then at another stage the right of 
reply was allowed. But in the Central Legislative Assembly the right of 
replv has been allowed and also in the Parliament. As our rules are silent 
on this point we have got to follow the rules regarding substantive motions. 
Anyone who moves u substantive motion lias the right of reply. So I think 
henceforth I shall allow the movers of adjournment motions to exercise their 
right of reply and necessarily the Minister in charge who will have to give 
his reply a .second chance of speaking by way of reply. So if the honour- 
able member in this case wants to exercise his right I shall allow him. 

, Mr. LA LIT CHANORA DAS: Sir, is it necessary to establish our 
right of reply? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is ^pot a question of establishing your right. 
.You will be permitted to exercise your right under the rules governing 
**betantive motions. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The right being assumed it 
is not necessary for Mr. Das to speak when he has nothing to say. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I shall reply to one point. 

Mr. President, Sir, the Hon’ble Home Minister has said that the tension 
in the city has not yet ceased and that Muslims do not go to the Hindu 
quarters to live in and Hindus do not go to the Muslim quarters for u 
similar purpose. Sir, I do not hold that view. The whole tension has 
reallv passed away. I believe that at present Hindus are free to go to 
Muslim quarters and Muslims are also free to go to Hindu 

quarters, for the purpose of living, and I may repeat that I do not 
see any tension ut all existing between Hindus and Muslims now. That 
I am right and the Hon’ble Home Minister is wrong will be apparent from 
what he himself has said. For his statement has been to the effect that 
the Commissioner of Police himself told the students to go and demonstrate 
before the French Consulate in Park Circus. (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 
SruuAWAKDY : Not in Park Circus, hut in Park Street in European 
quarters.) All right, may not he in Park Circus, but Park Street is very 
close to Park Circus and the Commissioner knew very well that in reaching 
the French Consulate the students would have to pass many Muslim quarters. 
Therefore I do say that there is not the least apprehension among the two 
communities or tension between them. For otherwise the Commissioner 
would not have advised the student demonstrators to go over to the Flench 
Consulate to Park Street. Then, again, in going over to Park Street to 
demonstrate before the French Consulate the students would have to go 
in u body and that of course would have looked like a procession; that is 
to say, the police would really allot* them to demonstrate under certain 
conditions only. I do not understand why they should have taken that 
view. In fact what took place is that the student demonstrators were not 
only Hindus but Hindus and Muslims together, and, Sir, what tor did they 
come together Y They came together for the purpose of expressing sympathy 
with the people of Indo-China in their struggle for freedom. Tlieie is 
nothing communal about it, there is nothing criminal about it, nor is there 
anything provocative about it — in this matter of the studnets* demonstra- 
tion. The British Imperialists knew all that and they knew further that 
these students were going, these Hindu and Muslim students were going, 
side by side, hand to hand and heart to heart and that to them spelt danger. 
That is why, although the Chief Minister has as a matter of fact said that 
Imperialism had nothing to do with this, he had referred to it only lielt- 
heurtedly; he knew full well that the British Imperialists did not like this 
demonstration of Hindu and Muslim students in expressing sympathy for 
Indo-China's struggle for her liberation for a country inhabited by colonial 
peoples. I say, therefore, that the continuation ot section 144, Indian 
Penal Code, is wrong and should have been long discontinued. I may cite 
instances when even under the continuation of this very section 144 there 
were occasions w’hen this order was suspended, as on the occasion of the 
Id day and the Idol Immersion Procession. So why this order wms not 
suspended on this occasion also? If the students could be allowed to 
demonstrate before the French Consulate, why then were they not allowed 
to demonstrate before the Senate House? I sav that the Hon’ble Home 
Minister in avoiding a public inquiry into the affair which was demanded 
at many respectable meetings held in several parts of the city, and even 
within the University HalL his refusing to institute a miblic inquiry into 
the matter only proves that ne did not fully and reallv believe in the reports 
of the Police which he has read out before the House. If he had really 
believed the reports he would have surely appointed a public inquiry 
committee tv) go into the matter. The students had nothing to hide; they 
are quite willing that there should be a public inquiry into the affair, and 
responsible persons, and I believe at one of the meetings the Vice-Chancellor 
of Calcutta University, wanted the Hon’ble Home Minister to hold a public 
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inqaity, and if the Hon’ble Home Minister really believed in the reports 
of the police he would have agreed to hold a public inquiry to scrutinise 
the details that he read out here. He did not do that. I say, Sir, that the 
continuation of Section 144 has been a great encoarchment upon the civil 
liberties of the citizen of Calcutta. It has stood in the way of freedom of 
speech and holding of public meetings which is the elementary right of every 
citizen. Moreover Government of Bengal should not have* continued this 
section in a city like Calcutta which is the centre of public opinion of 
Bengal, nay, of whole India. What Calcutta feels today is felt by the 
people of whole India tomorrow. In justice and fairness it is time that 
section 144 is withdrawn. With regard to the statement of the Home 
Minister that he assured that the people of Calcutta want this section to 
remain I say that if this matter is voted upon by the members of the 
Legislature, the opinion of the majority will be— the consensus of opinion 
will be— for the removal of section 144 und this is that he ought to do. 
Then, Sir, he has not taken any opinion of the Legislature with regard to 
the withdrawal of this section, and said nothing about it. Another matter 
in which he has remained very significantly silent is about the arrest of 
these young men who have been treated wrongly and then arrested wrongly. 
They should never have been arrested and kept confined. They are still 
continuing in Jail and it is a double wrong done ugunist these young men. 
We demand that these persons should be released ajt once and further I 
should say that the Government for the sake of honour — and we believe 
that the Government is honourable — should take into consideration the light 
heartedness of the students and deal with them in that light. This incident 
involved the sad death of two of our young honefuls and I appeal to 
Government to be humane and compensate for this loss and pay compensa- 
tion to their guardians. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Mr. President, Sir, I wonder 
it Mr. Lalit Chandra Das lives in Calcutta and knows anything about the 
carnage which took place in the recent pust in •Calcutta or the sad memory 
which is .still vibrant in the present atmospbeie. I know Mr. Lalit Chundru 
Das does not receive those petitions I do from Hindus asking for protection 
so that they may go and live safely in Muslim malmllus. I know also of 
petitions coining to me from Muslims asking for protection so that they 
ma> go and live in Hindu nuihaUan. Cp till now' the Muslim mosque* in 
Hindu MtihaUax are not being used by the Muslims except on Friday prayers 
because they do not like even now' to live in their old habitations. But 
nobody suggests that Hindus and Muslims are not moving about freely in 
the localities of each other. I am thankful to God tliut they are now 
moving about freely and there is a gradual .tendency of restoration of good 
feeling among them which I hope will be helpful in getting the situation 
normal and it is for that we are hoping and it is for that we are working 
and it is this for that I do not wish to disturb section 144. All these talks 
about demonstration for Viet Nam Day and so and so are really an excuse 
—the talk about Lenin Day was an excuse— the talk about tramway strike 
an excuse just *to exploit our young people with some people behind 

Ihem so that it may he a protest against the existence of section 144 

( Mr. H arums Mazimimh: Who are these people?) You know who these 
People are? They belong to an organisation that has not condemned — lias 
not deplored that the students have been utilised. Now, Sir, I do not 
think it is necessary for me to say more. I hope that the honourable 
members with their sense of responsibility will not do anything which will 
disturb the efforts that are being made by us to restore normal condition. 

**r. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is 
that this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of 
mrgent public importance and of recent occurrence, namely, the serious 
tuation arising out of the unprovoked and unwarranted firing and lathi* 
by the police on the peaceful and unarmed students demonstration 



on Viet Nam Day the 21st January last, in front of the Senate House, 
Calcutta University (College Square, Calcutta) resulting in one student 
killed and 200 other injured of whom 21 received bullet wounds, including 
some lady students also. 

The motion was put and a Division taken with the following result : — 

AYES — 14. 


Mr. Lallt Chandra Das. 

Mr. Hamamlra Kumar Das. 

Mr. Banklm Chandra Dutta. 

Mr. Kamlnl Kumar Dutta. 

Mr. Satish Chandra Jana. 

Rat Bahadur Brojsndra Mohan Maitra. 
Mr. Haridas Majumdar. 


Mr. Nagendra Nath Mohalanabiah. 
Mr. BIJoy Singh Nahar. 

Ral Bahadur Jogontfra Nath Ray. 
Mr. Blran Roy. 

Mr. Blswanath Roy. 

Mr. Patlram Roy. 

Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal. 


NOES— 34. 

I Mr) Gerald Joseph Keeman Hook. 

The Hon'bla Mr. Saiyed Muazxamudtfln 


Mr. Abdulla-al*Mahmud. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. Bultanuddln Ahmed. 

Ral Bahadur Dhlrendra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya. 

Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

Khan Bahadur 8yed Abdur Rasld Chow* 
dhury. 

Mr. Moazzem Hssein Chow dhury. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Choudhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury. 

Mr. 8yed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen, O.B.E. 

Mr. E. D. Doyne. 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutta. 

The Hon'bla Mr. Abdul Gofran. 

Mr. A. M. Shahoodul Haque. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, 
motion 14; against the motfon 34. 


Hoeain. 

Mr. Latafat Hoesaln. 

Alhadj Yar All Khan. 

Mr. Mobarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latlfl. 

Mr. 8yed Abdul Majid. 

Mr. George Morgan, C.I.E. 

Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan. 

Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman. 

Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Amuiyadhone Roy. 

Miss Ethel Robertson, C.8.P. 

Dr. Kaslruddin Talukdar. 

Mr. Md. Taufiq. 

Khan Sahib Moulvi Wahlduzzaman. 

HaJI Md. Yusuf. 

The House has divided — for the 
Tlie motion is therefore lost. 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending 

Bill, 1947. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAILUR RAHMAN: Sir, with your permission I 
beg to move that the Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provi- 
sions) Extending Bill, 1947. be taken into consideration. 

Sir, this is a very small measure; it seeks to extend by one year the 
term of the Bengal Non-Agricultural (Temporary Provisions) Act, 1940, 
which was enacted as a temporary measure, pending the permanent enact- 
ment of non-agricultural tenancy legislation. The idea is that a compre- 
hensive Bill on the subject had been introduced into the Assembly and 
referred to a Select Committee. The Select Committee has now completely 
reached the end of its deliberations and its report is expected to be submitted 
at the end of this month. But as it may not be possible to pass the Bill 
through both Houses of the Legislature during the current session, hence 
there has been this necessity felt to extend the term of the existing Act, 
which is temporary. I may also inform the House that the present Tempo- 
rary Act is due to expire on the 29th of May. Hence I hope the House 
will agree to this motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Non-Agricultural 
Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending Bill, 1947, be taken into 
consideration. 

Mr. NAGINDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: 1 beg to move that the 
Bill be circulated for eliciting opinion thereon by the 28tn May 1947. 
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the Bill whose life is going to he extended again by one year was 
enacted in the year 1940. ' The idea was that within two years of its first 
enactment Government would put forward a compresentive Bill dealing 
with the rights of non-agricuitural tenants. Since then the life of the Bill 
wras extended to several occasions, if I remember aright, for three successive 
terms, and on the last two occasions the House was assured by the Hou’ble 
Minister in charge at the time that he would not ask for any further exten- 
sion of the Bill and that he would bring before the House $na pass a compre- 
hensive Bill. Sir, we may be assured now that a Bill has been introduced 
in the Assembly and that the Select Committee report is being awaited. 
But it is clear from the introduction of this particular Bill that the Govern- 
ment do not propose to have that Bill passed by the two chambers of the 
Legislature within this particular session and before the 29th of May. As 
you are aware owing to the existence of this Bill in the Statute Book the 
rights of the tenants are remaining in a nebulous condition. Nobody knows 
what right the tenants possess and what right the landlords have. Litiga- 
tion, perhaps numbering over 40,000, are pending in the numerous courts 
in Bengal and there is so^much uncertainty with regard to the non-agri- 
cultural tenants right and people do not know where they stand. People 
who have taken land for building purposes are not able to start their build- 
ing, landlords cannot take possession of the land which they want with the 
result that there are utter confusion in the minds of the landlords as well 
as the tenants. In this way the Government of Bengal has taken seven 
long years’ time and public opinion should be sought on the question 
whether any further extension of time should or should not be allowed. If 
really Government think that the comprehensive Bill has progressed so 
much regard being had to the fact that the Select Committee report is going 
to be placed before the Assembly, 1 submit that this Bill can wait till 29th 
May and that in the meantime if the Select Committee report is ready or 
is going to be ready very soon there is no reason why we should not wait 
for the comprehensive Bill and why this temporary Bill should have another 
year’s extension. The vital question is that the Landlords do not know 
what are their rights and the tenants also do not know what is their position 
the landlords do not know whether they have right of ejectment and if so 
under what circumstances. These things must be settled and settled finally 
very soon and we on this side of the House and the public at large are not 
going to accept this sbilly shallving which Government are doing. I there- 
fore ask the House to accept my amendment and ask the Government to 
present the comprehensive Bill as soon as possible so that it may be passed 
bv both Houses this session. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that the Bill be circulated for 
eliciting opinion thereon by the 28th May 1947. 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8YED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, 1 had 
promised to bring the Bill before the House this session and in accordance 
with that promise the Bill was submitted to the Select Committee of the 
other House and I understand that it has got through the Select Committee 
and it is now ready for presentation before the other House very soon. So 
there is no point in putting forward this amendment for circulation of this 
temporary Bill. As a matter of fact it is only for the purpose of safeguard- 
ing the rights of the tenants that we are asking for this extension, because 
the passage of the comprehensive Bill will take some time. It will have 
to be submitted to the Assembly which will have to consider the Bill clause 
hy clause and pass it and after that it has to come to our House. It may 
not be possible, for the Bill to pass through both the Houses this session 
and so it is necessary to extend the term of the Temporary Bill as a 
precautionary measure. Sir, I do not understand what will be gained by 
jny honourable friends over there by moving this motion. He says that 
Hie rights of the non-agricultural tenants are very shadowy. Everybody 
*nows that. And therefore we^ want to pass the comprehensive legislation. 
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In order that the comprehensive legislation mav not be delayed, we mus 
make sure that the terra of the temporary Bill does not expire and we ma 1 
not have to start again on a new slate. In this Bill we have provided fo' 
one year’s extension only. We may not require one year. We may h 
able to get it through both {he Houses even before expiry of the term o 
the Temporary Bill, but Jto be on the safe side we have provided for tin 
extension. I think the amendment moved by the Opposition is not at al 
necessary. 


• M i r '. *! R r E ®*® ENT! The question before the House is that the Bill b< 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 28th Ma\ 
194 ^. 

The motion was put and lost. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the Bengal 
iNon-Agncultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending Bill 1947 
be taken into consideration. ’ ’ 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause 1. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr Ntir Ahmed, the last date for receiving amendments was Frida\ 
last and your amendment lias been received by the Department this morning 
no your amendment cannot be admitted. ° 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir. I do not like to move my amendment. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that clause 1 
stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Clause li. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 
The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause J. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Clause d stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause d stand part of the Bill. 
The motion was put and agreed to. 


Title and the Preamble. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The Title and the Preamble be added to the Bill 
Ihe question before the House is that the Title and the Preamble be 
added to the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


o Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir. 1 beg to move that the 
Rengttl > on-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending Bill 
I94i, as settled in the Council be passed. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bill as settled in the 
Jouncil be passed. ^ 

The question before the House is that the Bengal Non-Agricultural 
rennucv (Temporary Provisions) Extending Bill, 1947, as settled in the 
.ouneil be passed. 

# The motion was put and agreed to. 
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The Public Demands Reoovery (Amendment) Bill, 1947. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Public Demands Recovery (Amendment) Bill, 
1947, ic the next item on the agenda. I understand that this Bill was 
received by the Council Department only this morning and the department 
had no opportunity of examining the provisions of the Bill. So 1 would 
request the Hon’ble Minister to take it up later. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: May I do so tomorrow, ^Sir P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

The House stands adjourned till 2-15 p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Wednesday the 12th 
February, 1947. 
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Members absent. 

The follpwing members men absent from the meetimr held on the lit 
February, 1947 : — * 

(1) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Ellahi, 

(2) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria, 

(£) Mr. IJiynayun Z. A. Kabir, 

T, B. Nimmo, 

(6)* Dr. Rmnud Sankar Ray, and 
(6) Mr. Satish Chandra Sen, 



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1947— No. $, 


Thk Council met ^in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 12th February 1947, at 2-1& p.m. 
being the fifth day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant ’to’Section 
ot the Government of India Act, 1936. „ , * 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buot Prasad Singh Hot, K.O.t.%) was 
in the Chair. * j». 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
8trike in the Imperial Bank of India. 

42. Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBI8H : (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state 
if he is aware that all the branches of the Imperial Bank of India working 
in this province have ceased to function owing to the strike of its staff? 

(b) If so, have the Government taken any steps to provide facilities ^or 
the public to deposit money due on account of taxes payable by them to 
Government or other monies required to be deposited under Civil Court 
order ^dffiecrees ? 

($) If not, do the Government propose to take immediate steps to provide 
such A^cilities^ 

Mr. ABDUR RASHID, Parliamentary Seoretary (on behalf of Minister 
in ohafge of the Finance Department): (a) to (c) The honourable member 

is referred to the reply already given to a similar question by him, viz., 
No. lb of the 3rd February, 1947. , v 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H: In this House or it' the 
other House — in which House? 

Mr. ABDUR RASHID: It has already been replied to. 

Civil Court for Kalimpong and Kurseong. 

43. Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISHs (a) Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state 
if he is aware that the litigant public at Kalimpong and Kurseong in the 
district of Darjeeling and Alipur Duar in the district of Jalpaipuri End it 
extremely inconvenient to have their civil cases tried by Magistrates not 
sufficiently acquainted with Civil Law and Procedure? 

(b) If so, will thfe Government be pleased to consider the propriety of 
appointing Munsifs to dispose of the £ivfl cases in those places P 

u MINISTER in charge of tha JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tha Hon’bi* 
Mr. Nagandra Narayan Ray): (a) and Q>\Ye& t 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISHl Will the Hon’bie 
Minister please state if be has got any idea as to from which date thin will 
to Riven effect to? w 

S'. NACENDftA NARAYAN RAY: ♦Sir, the question of fbe appoiut- 
me,1 fef munsifs in those stations will depend on three things, firstly, the 
th' 4 ^ r °* * n eac ^ «tanbn, secondly, the availablity of munsifs and 

hirdly, the accommodation court rooms, and their residence. 
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Mr. ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMUD: From the criteria given by th 
Hon'ble Minister, does he think that the stationing of a munsif in tin 
stations of Jalpaiguri and Kalimpong is necessary now? 

Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAY: Will the hon’ble member please 
.repeat his question? 

1 Mr. ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMUD: My question is this: Does tin 
present figure of suits justify the afjpointment of a^unsif in those stations! 

Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAY: No. 

' Mr. ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMUD: Then how does he say “yes” in th 
printgd answer? 

Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAY: As I have already said, Sir, th 
matter will depend on these three things; if these three conditions ar 
satisfied, then they will be posted. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Are the conditions disjunctiv 
or conjunctive? Each of the conditions is to be fulfilled or any one o 
them? Suppose one condition is fulfilled and there ar*> a large number o 
civil cases, will Government accept it in spite of the iact that there is n 
munsif available? t 

The Hon’ble Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAY: Unless the munsif 
ale available how are they to be appointed? 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Suppose there are a number u 
munsifs available but there are insufficient cases? 

(No answer.) - 

Mr. ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMUD: With regard to question (b) “if so 
will the Government be pleased to consider the propriety of appointing 
munsifs dispose of the civil cases in those plures’\ the reply is “yes” 
Now the question is have the Government considered the propriety o 
appointing munsifs from the eriterions that the Hon’ble Minister has jus 
no^ suggested in his reply: Does it fulfil the condition? 

|he Hon’ble Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAt: The answer is in th 
affirmative. 

* Mr. ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMUD: That means that we are to under 
stand that the Government have examined the question and have come ti 
the conclusion that there is sufficient number of civil cases and that ther 
is necessity of appointing the munsifs. Am I to understand this? 

Th# Hon’bl* Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAY: I have ahead; 
replied that when these conditions are fulfilled 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What are those conditions? 

Th# Hon’ble Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAY: Firstly, the numbe 
of suits in each station; secondly, availability of munsifs and thirdly 
accommodation of court rooms. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: Mr. Abdullah-al-Mahmud’s question is — ar< 
Government satisfied as regards the number of suits. 

The HonMMfc Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN RAY S I want notice. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIM AHMED: What is meant by availability o: 
munsifs? Does the Government mean that there are not sufficient numbe 3 
of officers to he transferred or does the Hon’ble Minister want fresh men t 
be appointed and that there are no candidates? In reply to a question tb< 
Hon’ble Minister said that one of the f&ctod for which this was not give 3 
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effect *0 16 ^ at naunsifs are not available. Does the Hon’ble Minister mean 
to say that sufficient number of m unsit's are not there to be transferred or 
although Government wanted to appoint munsifs, there are no candidates 

available? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NACENDRA NARAYAN RAY: Government will f 
appoint a fresh batch of munsifs soon. At present the number is not 

sufficient. 

Hr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: The question was that great 
difficulty is felt by people as regards disposal of civil cases : the answer 
"yes”. Then the Hon’ble Minister in reply to a supplementary question 
said that it depends entirely upon three factors mentioned before ~ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I think the Hon’ble Minister has 
fully replied to the question. He has said that he wants fresh notice. As 
regards the number of civil suits, the Government have not yet examined 
whether there are sufficient number of civil suits in the district to justify 
the posting of a inunsif in the district. 

Bengal Markets Regulation Bill. 

45. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that a Bill under the caption Bengal Markets Regulation Bill was 
passed by the Bengal Legislative Assembly at the time of First League 
Coalition Ministry formed in 1937 and was referred to a Select Committee in 
the then Bengal Legislative Council? 

{h ) If so, do the Government of Bengal propose to proceed with the said 
Bill or similar Bill with a view to making it a law’? 

(e) If not, why not? 

Mr. ABDUR RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries): 

i(i) and (ft) Yes. 

(c) Does not arise. * 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: Why there is so much delay in giving 
effect to this Bill. It was introduced in 1937 and we arc in 1947 now? 

Mr. ABDUR RASHID: The delay is due to the fact that this Bill was 
passed by the Bengal J legislative Assembly and then it was referred to the 
Bengal Legislative Council where it was referred to the Select Committee. 
The report of the Select Committee was not ready w’hen section 93 came into 
operation. 

Mr. ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMUD: Sir, the answer (ft) says “fes”. 
'Yes” relate to which part of the question? Does the Parliamentary 
Secretary intend to say that the said Bill will be introduced or a similarly 
drafted Bill will be introduced? 

Mr. ABDUR RA8HID: A similarly drafted Bill will be introduced. 
That is a new Bill altogether. 

Nationalisation of the utility sorvioes. 

4$. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister it charge of the 
J^partment of Commerce, Labour and Industries be pleased to state if the 
wernment of, Bengal propose to nationalise the utility services, such as, 

supply of electricity, (it) public bus, and tram services, etc.? 

(ft) If so, what steps have been taken by the Government to achieve these 
Purposes? ” 

i c ) If not, why not? 
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MINISTER in etai*. of tin DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE, LA BO l 
AND INDUSTRIES (the Hon'We Mr. ShMtttiddin Ahmad): (a)(i) T 
Provincial Government have already accepted the policy of nationalisati 
of the electricity supply industry and propose to acquire electrical und< 
takings in the Province as their option of purchase occurs. 

(it) Regarding bus and tram services a scheme for the formation 
Calcutta Passenger Transport Board to take over all passenger transp 

S ervices including the tramways has been worked out. The scheme invol 
Sgislation, proposals for which are under consideration. 

(b) The option of purchase in respect of the Barrackpore Electric Sup] 
undertaking falls due on the 2nd December, 1947, and notice has alrea 
been served on the licensee intimating Government’s intention to exerc 
the option. It has also been decided that the option of purchase of \ 
Calcutta and District Consolidated Electric License, 1946, should 
exercised on 1st January, 1950, and that the necessary financial implicate 
arising therefrom be examined. Options of purchase of other undertakin] 
as they occur, will normally be exercised. Government have alrea 
accepted a scheme for the electrification of the rural area lying on the noj 
and north-west of Calcutta within a triangle formed by Gounpur, Burdw 
and Krishnagar which has been put into operation as a State enterprise. 

Regarding bus and tram services see answer to clause (a) (it) above. 

* (c) Does not arise. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8S Will the Hon’We Minister be plea, 
to state whether a notice has been served on the licensee intimating tb 
Government intends to exercise the option witn respect of the purchase 
the Calcutta and District Consolidated Electric License, 1946? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: It has been stated in t 
answer that the option of purchase ot the Calcutta and District Consolidai 
Electric License, 1946, will be exercised. The Cabinet has decided that t 
option will be exercised. There are other complications. We have to fi 
out a large amount of money, for which the Government of India will hi 
to be approached and so on and so forth. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: What will be the time for serving t 
notice P 

' The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: At the end of 1947 — tl 
year. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
pleased to state what actual steps have been taken for the purpose of ase 
toining the valuation of these undertakings? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Our expert and oti 
officers met aud they went into the whole thing. This took place unc 
section 9‘1 regime and we had to accept that positon. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is it correct to say that to fi 
out the actual valuation a formula has been worked out but that the act' 
figure work is a tremendous thing and will require the services at least o 
special committee of experts and if the latter work is not undertaken 
proper time this option of purchase could not be exercised? It is necessf 
to ascertain the complicated figures of actual costing. The formula has b* 
worked out but the actual costing requires examination which may invo 
the appointment of a committee of experts as was done in England. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Regarding bus and tram services, it 
stated in tbe printed answer, that a scheme for the formation of a Calcu| 
Passenger Transport Board has been worked out. Ndw will the Hon’l 
Minister please explain very shortly the scheme that has been formulate 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 


101 


Xm HOfl’bto Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMEDS Hie scheme is under con- 
sideration. I am not in a position to tell yon just now as to what shap* 
it will take, 

Mr. ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMUD: Will the Hon’bie Minister be pleased 
to state whether the principle of nationalisation of the transport services 
had been accepted by the Government? 

The Hon’bie Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: That is under consideration, 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: If you fail J) exercise the option and 
if you fail to take up the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation in 1960, 
when is the next period you get for the exercise of your option? 

The Hon’bie Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: That will be about 15 to 

JO years after. However I can tell this House that Government have 
decided that the option of purchase will be exercised in I960. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: With regard to the bus and 

tram services, will the Hon’bie Minister he pleased to state when he will be 
making a statement regarding the Government’s accepted policy? 

The Hon’bie Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: In a short time. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8* Is it not a fact that during Governor 
L'u&ey’s time an estimate was actually drawn up as to what amount of 
money will be required for the purpose of acquiring the Calcutta Electric 
Supply Corporation in 1950? 

The Hon’bie Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Yes, Sir. the amount was 
icur about crores during that regime and over and above that a building 
*dl have to l>e built possibly at a cost of 5 crores of rupees. Now that thing 

already been* examined and the Government will have to take it up 
1 the electricity undertaking is to be taken over and Government are pre- 
pared to take it up to have that under consideration and grant and establish 
he southern section of the undertaking. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: In answer (a) fu) in the last 
entence, it is stated “the scheme involves legislation, proposals for which 
l ( re under consideration”. Does not this sentence give the meaning that 
government have already accepted the principle of nationalisation and has 
ome to the stage of legislating? 

The Hon’bie Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: The scheme itself is under 
'moderation. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: That cannot be the meaning of 
hat sentence. The noun “proposals’ 5 refers to “legislation” and not 
K eheine”. So it is apparent that the Government have already accepted 
he policy of acquiring these transport services. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Please see the answer. “The 
' heme involves legislation, proposals lor which are under consideration”. 

I ‘V'lear from this that “proposals” for “legislation” are under consi- 
gnation. Which governs what, legislation or your policy itself? 

Th. Hon’bie Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Ilotli. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’bV Minister be 
whether he will be ablt* to make an announcement before 

y/mse in the course of the session as regards Government V policy 
garaing these bus and tram services? 

Th* Hon’bt. Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: I hope to. 
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Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ GHOWDHURY: In view of the statement made 
% the Hon'ble Minister that Government have accepted the policy of 
nationalisation of the electricity supply industry, will he be pleased to state 
if it is a fact that only recently Government have given sanction for 
certain rural electrification scheme to a private company? 

The HOft'hle Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: That is a different thing 
altogether. But that is the general position with regard to the services. So 
far as the electricity services in the province are concerned, Government are 
trying to undertake or inaugurate the grid system. As 1 have already 
indicated, there is the North Calcutta (Rural) Electricity Scheme which 
goes from Gourepore and then goes on via Ranaghat and Krishnagar and 
Kalna and Burdwan and then comes back. There is another scheme which 
runs from Chittagong and goes right up to Noakhali and then to Myraen- 
singfy and comes to Dacca and to Chandpur. As regards the two others, one 
is from Sealdub to Khulna, another from Sealdah to Budge Budge and 
Diamond Harbour and these are plaees where Government will run their 
own concerns. There are ten or eleven eases where small places have been 
asked to electrify themselves with the aid of companies or persons. Orders 
have been issued and a Cabinet sub-committee has been formed to decide 
whether in small plaees the grid system or any other system for individual 
places will be allowed or not. And orders have been issued. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: The question that 1 wanted to 
ask is this: Government while considering applications from private com- 
panies have established electrical concerns in rural areas and have decided 
to grant licenses to private concerns before they have decided to establish 
an Electricity Board for the province. Have you granted any license to any 
new concerns which are private? 

The Hcm’Me Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: 1 have already explained 
the position clearly. Our Special Officer, Col. Evans, has been looking into 
these things and he has placed before the Cabinet certain proposals; these 
proposals are that there are hundreds of applications from different places 
for issue of licenses to individuals and concerns. The Special Officer has 
accepted the principle of the grid system and placed it before the Govern- 
ment. The North Calcutta Rural Scheme has already been accepted and 
will probably function from ihe next month, I hope. So far as smaller 
undertakings are concerned as was arranged we granted only preliminary 
licenses, ten or eleven in number. After that we decided in the Cabinet 
that the whole thing should be considered. Applications from various 
places have arrived and are pending consideration by Government. But we 
have not yet issued orders and we are considering the matter and until it 
has been settled licenses to private concerns will not be issued. There will 
be an agreement that when Government wil 1 be r^dy to run a scheme 
and will be in a j position to supply electricity at cheap rates these companies 
will have to give up their licenses. 

Mr, 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: Why is it that Bogra has been omitted 
as well as Kushtia from the grid system . 

Hobble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I have already said 

(interruption). Please listen to me. The grid system, as I have already 
said, so far as North Calcutta Rural Electricity Scheme is concerned, it 
does not go up to Kushtia and Cliaudanga and goes from Gonripore, Rana- 
ghat and Krishnagar via Kalna and then to Burdwan and comes back and 
the other one goes up to Khulna and the two other to Burdwan and other 
places. Only preliminary licenses have been issued for 10 places and there 
are still 60 applications for license* pending but no orders have been passed 
on them. The whole matter will l>e considered by the Cabinet very soon and 
a sub-committee will be appointed for a final .settlement. 



CIRCULATION OF ORDER PAPERS. 


103 


1947 -] 

Mr . HAjMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, this is not a new question. 
But what Is the reason that Government have been simultaneously dealing 
with private license holders and granting them licenses when they are pro- 
pping to take up the whole electricity policy before they consider and 
decide the entire position? 

The HwfWe Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: The proposal was submitted 
bv Special Officer ; it is now under consideration as to what procedure should 
be followed. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, with regard to the 9 or 10 
<••ii.es for which licenses have been issued, was there any imperative necessity 
to grant these licenses . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May I make a suggestion — why don't you make 
a comprehensive statement with regard to the matter. Mr. Shanvsuddin? # 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: All right. Sir. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: When do you propose to do so? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Next week. 

Recommendations of the Bengal Weights and Measures Enquiry Committee. 

47. Mr. NUR AHMED: (#) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Commerce, Labour and Industries he pleased to state whether 
the Bengal Weights and Measures Enquiry Committee appointed by the last 
Ministry has submitted its final report? 

(b) If so, on what date? 

(c) Do the Government propose to enact any legislation in Bengal 
embodying the recommendations of the said Enquiry Committee? If so, 
when ? 

(d) Has the report of the said Enquiry Committee been published by the 
Government of Bengal? 

(c) If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: (a) Yes. 

(b) 4th December, 1944. 

(c) Yes. A Bill is proposed to he introduced in the Legislature in session 
after the next. 

(d) No. 

(e) The report was so long under examination and hence it was not pub- 
lished. I. however, hope to publish it very shortly. 

Circulation of Order Papers. 

Mr. KAMIN! KUMAR DUTTA: May 1 submit a matter? Today we 
have not received the Order Paper and we do not know’ what w r as the work 
before the House. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: There was some difficulty. The Order Paper was 
received only this morning and if was despatched by post. Naturally it 
has not reached the honourable members. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir. we sent it yesterday. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That is why they have not reached the honourable 
members because it was sent by imst. The previous arrangement of distri- 
buting Order Papers through cycle peons should be revived. 

The Hon’blq Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: We shall see that Order Paper 
and other urgent papers are circulated by special massengers. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I think that will serve the 


purpose. 
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Laying of the Bengal Civil Pioneer Force Onlinanoe, 1947. 

The Hon* trie Mr. H. 9. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to lay on the table 

tie Bengal Civil Pioneer Force Ordinance, 1947. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR OUTTA: Sir, I rise on a point of privilege of 
the House. Sir, may I know when the Ordinance was promulgated. So 
far as our information goes, it was promulgated just on the day preceding 
the first sitting of the House, namely, on the 2nd February, 1947. The 
House was going to sit on the 3rd February, 1947, the next day. No doubt 
section HS lays down that the Governor has the power to promulgate an 
Ordinance during recess of the Legislature but when the Legislature was 
going to sit the next day, may not the House complain that by promul- 
gating this Ordinance the power of the House has been taken away and the 
House has every right to question the abrogation of the privilege of the 

House. 

* 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, it appears that it was 
necessary that the Ordinance should be promulgated so that it may have 
some force, it may run for some time before it is made into law. The 
Ordinance was promulgated for the purpose of continuing the provisions oi 
the Government of India Ordinance. If we had not produced this, I believe 
that the Bengal Civil Pioneer Force would have been illegal and we mighl 
not have been able to meet their expenditure. The position was that the 
Ordinance could have been promulgated a few days earlier but for the 
fact (hat on account of His Excellency’s previous engagement, Hi* 
Excellency could not return to Calcutta before the 2nd February and His 
Excellency signed it on the very day of his arrival in Calcutta. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: When the old Ordinance expired Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : That is more than I know. 
Sir. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: The Hon’ble Minister says that he 
cannot say when the Ordinance expired. In that case the question of the 
urgency of the Ordinance just on the day previous to the first sitting of the 
House does not arise and the grievance of the House still remains, 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Kir. I am just now told'Ua; 
it had already expired and the matter became more urgent. It expiret 
prior to the 2nd Ferbuary. 

GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Bengal Public Demands Recovery (Amendment) Bill, 1947. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I beg to introduce th 
Bengal Public Demands Recovery (Amendment) Bill, 3947, give notice tha 
I shall move at short notice that the said Bill be taken into consideratio: 
and passed as settled in the Council. 

Sir, it is a one-clause Bill. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The amendments may be put in by 3 p.m. oi 
Friday, the 14th. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The next item is item No. 4, the Bengal Tenanc; 
(Amendment) Bill, 1947. 

Mr. ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMUD: Sir. as regards the announcemen 
made by you just now regarding submission of amendments to the previou 
Bill, notice may kindly be issued from your office to that effect. 

Hr. PRESIDENT! That will be done as nsual, I am sure. 
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Mr. KAMIHI KUMAR DUTTA: As yet we have not received the dayV 
Order Paper. * 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It has been circulated, I believe. (Sbyb&ai; 
Members : No, No.) They have been posted but did not reach you, I believe. 
They will be circulated now. 

The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1947. 

The Hon'ble Mr. FAILUR RAHAMAN: Sir, with vour permission I 
beg to move that the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1947, be taken 
into consideration. 

The Bill has been framed with a view to— 

(1) abolishing landlords’ fees in respect of transfer of permanent tenure* 

and holdings at fixed rates, t 

(2) relieving the Collectorates of the work of serving notices of transfer 

of tenures and holdings, and 

(3) extending the period of suspension of the provisions for enhancement 

of rents so far as they relate to rents of raiyaU and under -raiyaU 
for a further period of 5 years with effect from the 27th August, 
1947, on which date the existing section 75A will cease to 
operate. 

Landlords’ fees for transfer of permanent tenures and holdings at fixed 
rates are payable at the rate of 2 per cent, on the annual rent subject to a 
maximum amount of Its. 100 and the minimum of Re. 1. In most cases, 
the amounts are very small and they are payable to a large number of 
superior landlords. The labour and expense involved in the Collectorates 
under the existing procedure for the transmission of these fees are cut ( f all 
proportion to the value of the fees with the result that the bulk of it is 
actually forefeited to Government and the landlords do not consider it worth 
while to withdraw it. .It is for this reason and as a matter of administrative 
reform of the Collectorates that the Rowlands Committee recommended the 
abolition of these fees. 

The Committee also recommended that the Collectorates should be lelieved 
of sftwing notices of transfer of all raiyati holdings which has placed 
unnecessary burden on the Collectorate staff. They considered that in the 
case of transfer in such cases the interest of the transferee to get his rame 
mutated in the landlords’ shensta was so great that it was unnecessary to- 
make any special provision in the Act on that account. Government 
however consider that as the notification of these transfers is a matter of 
considerable importance to the landlords as well as tenants, their hteiests 
are likely to he adversely affected if the official recognition to the service* 
of transfer notices is taken away altogether. Provisions have accordingly 
been made in the Bill for the service of such notices direct through the Sub- 
Registrars’ offices and the civil courts, as the case may be, the Collectorates 
being relieved of the work. 

As regards the provision in the Bill regarding further o tension of the 
period of suspension of the provisions for enhancement of rent, Government 
consider that any enhancement of rents of raiyaU and under-raiyats at the 
present level of high prices which have not yet stabilised will cause them 
great hardship. 

With these words, Sir, I beg to move for consideration of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Tenancy (Amend* 
ment) Bill, 1947, be taken into consideration. 

The question before the House is that the Bengal Tenancy Amendment 
Bill, 1947 be taken into consideration. 

The question was put and agreed to. 
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Clowe 1. 

' Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 1 etanfpart of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Clause 2 . 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Clause 2 *tand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 
The question was put and agreed to. 

Clause 3. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Clause 3 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 3 stand part of the Bill. 
The question was put and agreed *to. 

Clause 4. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 4 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 4 stand part of the Bill. 
The question was put and agreed to. 

Clause 5. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 5 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 5 stand part of the Bill. 
The question was put and agreed to. 

Clause 6. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Clause (i stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that cluuse 6 stand part of the Bill. 
The question was put and agreed to. 

Clause 7. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 7 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: 1 beg to move that in sub-clause (1) of clause 7 of 
the Bill, for the words commencing with “and all such provisions’ ’ and 
•ending with ’‘the twenty -seventh day of August, 1947” the following be 
substituted, namely: — 

‘‘Provided that for a further period of five years with effect from the 
twenty-seventh day of August, 1947, all such provisions relating to 
enhancement of reut of a mijjat or an under-raiyot shall take effect 
subject to the following restrictions: — 

(а) That in the case of an enhancement on the ground that there 

has been a rise in the average local prices of staple food crops 
during the currency of the present rent, the amount of the 
enhancement sha'l not exceed twenty per centum of the 
present rent; and 

(б) That in the case of an enhancement on the gouud of a land- 

lord's improvement the amount of the enhancement shall not 
exceed ten per centum of the amount expended on the improve- 
ment”. 
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Sir, we do not like this Bill very much but one or two points I would 
like to make in my amendment. I would like to mention that the propo- 
sal to amend section 75A will, hoa%Ver, have far-reaching effects on all 
landlords; primarily it appears to me to be solely for the purpose of 
preventing landlords and others from increasing their annual demand, 
thus affecting the agricultural income-tax and compensation payable for 
rent-receivers’ rights on the abolition of the zamindary system to effect 
which Government are already committed. 

Government have also stated their intention of keeping the price of 
agricultural produce up to a level which will enable the cultivator to obtain 
a reasonable profit from his land. The Explanation in the Statement of 
Objects and Reasons is therefore feeble in the extreme. Government 
evidently forgot when they talked of food staples that raiyats were the 
people who produced the food and were getting 400 per cent, of the pre- 
war price. So that they could pay and they were in a position to pay a 
higher price for other goods. But Sir, landlords are amongst the very few 
people whose annual income did not increase during the war period although 
the high price obtainable for produce enabled landlords to collect arrears 
of rent to support the rise in the cost of living. These arrears have now 
been practically cleared and in view of Government’s intention to main- 
tain high prices for agricultural produce, it is very unfair that the land- 
lord should not himself reap any benefit from the enhanced income which 
the tenant is deriving from lumf now that the tenants have wiped off their 
arrears. As this Bill proposes that landlords will have to continue to do 
without enhancement as we have been doing for the last ten years. 
Accordingly it the zemindarv system is to be abolished, it would seem 
that zemindars will never again enjoy the right to enhanced rent regardless 
oi the extent of the profit the tenants may make from cultivation. 

Now that the arrears have been cleared, their seems no reason why the 
tenant should not he asked to pay more towards the landlord’s much 
increased costs, possibly Government have in mind an intention to put 
forward such a very reasonable view only at such time as they themselves 
iave become direct landlords and in the meantime will consider the view as 
undemocratic and not one which in the meantime will be appreciated by 
the Legislature, they look at it now as undemocratic and it will l>e 
democratic when they become landlords themselves. It seems to me, Sir, 
that it is absurd to remain for 5 years under the present condition and we 
can only agree to that with the proviso I have suggested. The point is that 
in every other provision landlords are given 10 per cent, or 20 per cent, 
of the increase in the profit of the tenants and my point is that when the 
enant gets the benefit of the increased cost of his production and wTien 
>e is able to stand up to the higher prices— -the inflation prices— and when 
u gets \ 'Orv much higher prices for his food crops, there is no reason why 
the landlord should be deprived of a share of this increase. The pre-war 
price of paddy was Its. 1-12 or Rs. 2 per maumi. But what is it now? Tt 
is nothing less than between Rs. 7 or Rs. 8 per maumi. Surely that puts 
the ratyat m a position to pay a little higher rent to his landlord. Govern- r 
ment merely base thefr reasoning in bringing this Bill on the high prices of 
foodstuff. But they do not take into consideration the fact that on account 

the high cost of his food grains this money is also in the hands of the 
rmyat to meet this position. In the circumstances T would ask the House 
to accept my amendment. 

* ^ R n* * * i DE , NT: Amendment that in fmb-ol»use (1) 0 f clause 

LJa- .! 'I 0 !’ wor( * 8 commencing with “and all such provisions” and 

sXt'iLtld h name1v t — nty ' SeTenth **** ° f Aufru,t ' l947 ” tW Ml"*™* be 

Provided that for a further period of five years with effect from the 
twenty-seventh day of August, 1947, all such provisions relating 
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to enhancement of rent of a raiyat or an xmdeT-raiyat shall take 
effect subject to the following; restrictions ; — 

(a) That in the case of an enhancement on the ground that there 

has been a rise in the average local prices of staple food crops 
during the currency of the present rent, the amount of the 
enhancement shall not exceed twenty per centum of the 
present rent; and 

/ 

(b) That in the case of an enhancement on the ground of a landlord’s 

improvement the amount of the enhancement shall not exceed 
ten per centum of the amount expended on the improvement”. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDOIN H08AIN: Sir, 1 beg to 
oppose this motion. My reason for doing so is that my friend over there is 
not aware how much inequitable and unfair the enhancement of rent on the 

f round of rise in the prices of food crops is on the generality of raiyats. The 
and Revenue Commission took statistics and it was found that in Bengal 
76 per cent, of the raiyats had uneconomic* holdings, 46 per cent, of the 
raiyats of Bengal hold less than 2 acres of land on which a family of 5 to 
6 depends has to subsist, 11 per cent, hold 2 to 3 acres, 9:4 per cent, only 
3 to 4 acres, 8 per cent, hold 4 to 6 acres and only 17 per cent, hold between 
6 to 10 acres and 8 per cent, more than 10 acres. These last two are the 
holders of economic holdings and the rest 75 per cent, are holders of un- 
economic holdings who cannot even meet costs of living. To increase the 
rent of these tenants would mean kitHling them outright. They are already 
starving and as a matter of fact according to the present political econo- 
mists such holders of holdings should not pay any rent at all just as people 
with a minimum income have not got to any income-tax. So according 
to the present economic principles their rents should be excused. If any 
enhancement is made, on the ground of prices 75 per cent, ot the raiyat* 
will be hit and very unjustly hit. (An honoukarlk mkmiikr : What about 
khasmahal lands P) We shall follow this principle in regard to khasmahal 
also. Honourable members may be aware of the history of section 75A 
which was introduced in 1938 just after the first Ministry came into power 
under the Government of India Act, 1935. Raiyats claim that the 
zemindars have no right to enhance the rent. This point was particularly 
gone into by the Land Revenue Commission and they came to the con- 
clusion that their rent was meant to he permanently fixed by the Court 
ot Directors. The Report says “Nevertheless the question of fixing the 
raiyats ’ rent in perpetuity was considered”. The Court of Directors wrote: 
“It is an object of perpetual settlement that it should secure to the great 
body of the raiyats the same equity and certainty as to the amount of their 
Jrfcnts, and the same undisturbed enjoyment of the fruits of their industry 
which we mean to give to the zemindars themselves”. But no provision 
to that effect was made in the Permanent Settlement Regulations which 
were enacted in 1793. The result was that the zemindars have expropriated 
the raiyats to the extent of nearly Rs. 100 crores, or more. This sort of 
enhancement by the zemindars was not at all justified but the raiyats had 
to yield because of the flaw in the Permanent Settlement Regulations. The 
Board of Director’s instructions were clear but were got incorporated in 
the regulation. The result is that the zemindars have already expropriated 
the rmyaU for these 150 years. We have now decided that for the time 
being we should maintain status quo should not allow any enhancement 
We are thinking of the abolition of the zemindarv system altogether and 
when that is done the question will not arise at all. Pntil that is done the 
present rente should contimffc for maintaining the status quo. This Bill 
only contemplates to extend the period of that status quo for a year, for the 
present. Probably we may have to extend it for another 6 years if within 
the first 5 years we shall be not able to acquire, all the zemindarv interests. 
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Wftpt' these words, Sir, I oppose the motion moved by my friend 
0 # Morgan. Perhaps he has moved this motion not knowing the 
history of this particular section. (Mr. G. Morgan : Excuse me.) # 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May I take it that the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
does not want # to reply? 

The HOftHMe Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: 1 don't think, Sir, I need add 
anything to what the Hon’ble Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain has already 
said on the subject. * 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in su If 
clause (1) of clause 7 of the Bill, for the words commencing with “and all 
such provisions” and ending with “the twenty-seventh day of August, 
1947” the following be substituted, namely: — * 

“Provided that for a further period of five years with effect from the 
twenty-seventh day of August, 1947, all such provisions relating to 
enhancement of rent of a raiyat or an under -raiy at shall take 
effect subject to the following restrictions : — 

(a) That in the case of an enhancement on the ground that there has 
been a rise in the average local prices of staple food crops 
during the currency of the present rent, the amount of the 
enhancement shall not exceed twenty per centum of the present 
rent ; and 

{h) That in the case of an enhancement on -the ground of a land- 
lord’s improvement the amount of the enhancement shall not 
exceed ten per centum of the amount expended on the 
improvement”. 

The question was put and lost. 

Mr. C. MORGAN. Sir, I beg to move that in sub-cTause (1) of clause 
7 of the Bill, for the word “five” the word “two” be substituted. 

Iu view of what the Hon’ble Minister has said already, this amend- 
ment also does not stand much chance of being accepted and I do not like 
to say much further than what I have said. However I have moved it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (1) of clause 
7 of the Bill, for the word “five” the word “two” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: 1 oppose this amendment on 
the ground that the high prices prevalent now do not show any sign of 
downward trend and have not yet stablished. On the basis of that if any 
enhancement is . 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: On a point of information, Mr. President. We 
cannot hear the Hon’ble Minister. He is inaudible. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, it is unfair that enhance- 
ment should take place on the basis of prices which have not yet been 
stabilised besides the other ground which my honourable colleague the 
Ministry for Education has put forward before. The reason why we should 
not base any enhancement on these high prices is because, according to us. 
it will take at least 5 years if not more to have the prices stabilised. 
Moreover, as has been pointed out, we have to get on with the abolition of 
the zemindary system, I mean the Permanent Settlement. We have a Bill 
ready for the purpose which will be brought soon and we hope that legis- 
lation will be proceeded with in this session and under that legislation pro-* 
vision has been made for fixing fair rent. To settle the lands with the 
zemindars on such fair rents will take us time. On the whole it will take 
us 5 years or more and that is the reason why we think that it will not do if 
we have two years instead or five years and I oppose the amendment on that 
ground. 
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Mr. PRitlO^NT: Order, order. The question before ^the House is 
that in suB-cIause (1) of clause 7 of the Bill, for the word “five’' the word 
> 'Hwb” he substituted. \ 

The question was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The question before the House is that clause 7 
stand part of the Bill. * 

The question was put and agreed to. 

^Clause S. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 8 stand part of* the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 8 stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Clause 9. 

Mf. PRESIDENT! Clause 9 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 9 stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Title and Preamble. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Title and the Preamble be added to the Bill. 

The question before the House is that the Title and the Premahle be 
added to the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

The Hon'ble'Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sfr, I beg to move that the 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1947, as settled in the Council, he 
passed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Tenancy (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1947, as settled in the Council, be passed. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, 1 have 
only one word to say in reply to Mr. Morgan. He lots mentioned that the 
raiyat is making a profit of 400 per cent, on the sale of his goods or crops 
but at the same time Mr. Morgan forgets that the cost of production has also 
gone up by more than GOO per cent, and also the cost of living of the 
raiyat has increased by 400 per cent. The raiyat has to purchase his cloths 
at a price 400 or 500 per cent, higher than the pre-war price, he has to 
purchase his salt at a price 500 per cent, highei than the normal price. 
So it is not a fact that the rah/at is making ull the profits and not spending 
n his ^accessaries. It is not a fact that the raiyat lias been making a profit 
by getting for higher prices for his produce than he was getting some 
years ago. 

With these words I support the motion for the passing of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the Bengal 
Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1947, as settled in the Council, he passed. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

I now adjourn the House till 2-15 p.m. on Friday, the 14th February, 
1947. There is no business for tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Friday, the 14th February, 
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Th. Bengal Pure Food Bill. 

* 

50. Khan Bahadur A. M. 8HAHOODUL HAQUE (on behalf 4 * Mr. Nur 
Ahme4): (a) Will the Hon’Lle Minister in charge of the Department of 
Health and Local Self-Government be pleased to state if it is a fact 
that a comprehensive new Bill under the caption of the Bengal Pure Food 
Bill was introduced in the Bengal Legislative Assembly and referred to 
a Select Committee? 

(b) Do the Government of Bengal propose to speedily proceed ^vith the 
said Pure Food Bill? If so, when? 

£c) If not, why not? 

MINI8TER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of HEALTH and LOCAL 

SELF-GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali): (a) Yes. 

* 

( b ) It is proposed 1 to introduce the Bill in this House during the current 
session and to carry it through all possible stages. 

Oc) Does not arise. 


Publio Health Act. 

81. Khan Bahadur A. M. 8HAHOODUL HAQUE (on behalf of Mr. Nur 
Ahmed): (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department 
of Health and Local Self-Government be pleased to state if the Govern- 
ment of Bengal propose to enact a comprehensive Act containing all 

S revisions regarding public health and sanitation in Bengal on the lines of 
tadras Public Health Act of 1939 and on the lines of the National Service 
Health Act of 1946 of United Kingdom? 

(b) If so, when such a Bill will be introduced? 

(c) If not, why not? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: (a) and (h) Enactment of a com- 
prehensive Public Health Act to make provision for matters relating to public 
health and sanitation in Bengal after taking into account the provisions id 
the Madras Public Health Act and the relevant Act of the United Kingdom 
is under consideration of Government. Steps will be taken for preparation 
of a Bill for the purpose and for its introduction in the Legislature as soon a? 
it is decided to enact such legislation. 

( c ) Does not arise. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: When Government proposes to enact such a legisla- 
tion? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The matter is engaging the 
attention of Government, but so far no decision has been taken. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Can the Hon’ble Minister give an approximate time 
when this legislation will be taken up? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I am sorry, I cannot predict the 
time when Government will actually take up the matter. But I may 
assure the honourable member that they will expedite the matter. * 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMllb: Is there any enactment under the 
contemplation of Government. 

♦The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMEB ALI: Yes Sir. We have, as a matter 
of fact, git some draft provision* of the Bill re|dy. but, as I have 
already said, no decision has yet been taken so far as the provisions that 
will be embodied in the Act. 
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Co-opertiive land ooionization schema far the ex-eerviocmen of Bengal. 

52. Khan Bahadur A. M. 8HAHOODUL HAQUE (on behalf of Mr. 
gtir Ahmed): (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department 
pf Land and Land Revenue be pleased to state, if any co-operative land 
boloni*ation scheme for the benefit of the ex-servicemen of Bengal has 
been prepared and pat into action in Bengal by the Government of Bengal? 

j (b) Has the scheme for the resettlement of 10,000 ex-service personnel 
bn 2 lakh acres of reclaimed waste land, as mentioned on page 28 of the 
Government of Bengal's Post-War Reconstruction Plan, published in 1945, 
been put into operation P 

f (c) If so, when and where P 

MINI8TER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of LAND and LAND 
REVENUE (the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlur Rahman): (a) Government have 
{riven further consideration to the matter and a revised scheme is under 
preparation. 

(b) If o. A Bill for the acquisition of waste lands for the purpose will be 
introduced in this session. 

(c) Does not arise. 


Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, I have got an adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, I have refused consent to your 
idjournment motion. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, may I know the reason ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, I will state that. First of all it is a continuing 
rievance and the situation has not changed. You should have sent the 
otice of adjournment motion on the opening day of the session. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR? Sir, may I be permitted to explain why 
did not send the notice on the opening day. I wanted to give the 
iovernment sufficient time to bring about some sort of settlement Detween 
be workers and the Tramway Company. I wanted to give 3 weeks’ time. 
*ow, we have come to the conclusion that Government have failed to take 
ac necessary steps to bring about settlement. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But today is the 24th day of the strike. You could 
ave sent the notice earlier. However, I am not prepared to discuss the 
latter further. 

r 8INGH NAHAR: May we hear something from the 

ion ble Minister concerned? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Does the Hon’ble Minister propose to make any 
witement regarding this matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: No, Sir. 


Presentation of 8oloot Oommittoo R sports. 


PRESIDENT: Mr. Nur Ahmed, will you present your Select 
ommittee reports? 


AHMED: Sir, I beg to present the report of the Select 
ommittee on the Indian Lunacy (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1947, and 
P*™} 88 *^, I also beg to present the report of the Select 
o® the B&gal Moslem Marriage Extravagant and Superfluous 
*Penditure Regulation Bill, 1947. 
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Mr. PRESIDENTS I could not hear you, Mr. Nur Ahmed. Have y ( 
made the motions regarding the presentation of the reports of the Sele 
Committee on, (1) the Bengal Muslim Marriage Expenditure Regulati< 

Bill, 1947, and (2) the Indian Lunacy (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1947 
~+ 

Mr. NUR AHMEDS Yes, Sir. May I have your permission also 
move a very formal motion for extension of time to submit the report 1 
the Select Committee on my Bill, the Eastern Bengal and Assam 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. What are you moving, Mr. Nur Ahmed? Let u 
now take up Non-official Resolutions. Yes, Mr. Mahalanobish. * 


Non-official Resolutions. 

Mf. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: Mr. President, Sir, ( 
13th September last, when I was moving this resolution, I was going 
cite certain recent instances illustrating the mischievous effect of tl 
combination of these two functions, executive and judicial, but before 
proceed to do that, I would, with your leave, Sir, like to state how the 
functions came to be combined and what steps were taken to separate the 
and with what result. 

As I said, the question of separation of judicial from executive fun 
tions of officers is as old as British rule in India. It may not be out i 
place to have a historical retrospect of this very important questio: 
After grant of Dewani to East India Company in 1765 A.D. administr 
tion of criminal justice was left in the hands of Mohammedan office 
appointed by the Nawab Nazim of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. 

In April, 1781, some powers with respect to administration of crimin 
justice regarding some heinous offences were transferred to the Judges i 
Civil Court. 

Union of the office of Judge, Magistrate and Collector was introduce 
for the first time in 1787, in pursuance of the instructions of the Court i 
Directors brought out by Lord Cornwallis at the time of his appointmen 

After a short experience of the functioning of this system, Loi 
Cornwallis was satisfied that the result of this system would be to sacrifu 
the administration of justice to the supposed fiscal interest of the Goveri 
ment. 

He, therefore decided to vest the duties of collection of revenue an 
administration of justice in separate officers. He accordingly abolish* 
the Mai Adalat (Revenue Court) and withdrew from Collectors of Reveni 
all judicial powers. 

In Regulation II of 1793 (passed in Lord Cornwallis’ time), it wi 
pointed out in clear and unequivocal language that the combination < 
these two functions was extremely undesiralde. So in 1793, Collecto 
were deprived of all judicial powers and the duties of Judge and Magistra 
were united in the same person. This continued till 1821. 

In 1821 Regulation IV of 1821 was passed empowering the Governo 
General in Council to invest Collector with magisterial powers aa 
Magistrates with the powers of Collector. 

In 1831, by Regulation VII of 1831, powers were taken to invest th 
Zilla or City Judges with full powers to conduct the duties of Sessioi 
Judges. * 

In 1837, Lord Auckland procured the sanction of the Court < 
Directors to the separation of the two offices which were gradually effect* 
in the course of the neit eight years. 

In 1858, the offices of Collector and Magistrate #ere again united as 
temporary measure. 
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In the Meantime in 1839, a Committee was appointed to draw np a 
icheme for the more efficient organisation of the Popce. 

That Committee pointed out in forceful language the extreme nn- 
esirabilitf of combining the duties of Judge, Sheriff, Justice of the 
>eace ana Constable in the same person. Such combination was charac- 
prised as absurd as well as mischievous. It was pointed out that the 
Cagistrate ought to have no previous knowledge of a matter with which 
e had to deal judicially. 

It was said that the union of Magistrate with Collector has been 

[ tigmatized as incompatible, but the combination of thief-catcher with judge 
surely more anomalous in theory and more mischievous in practice. 
So long as it lasts”, it was said, “the public confidence in our criminal 
ibunal must always be liable to injury and the authority of justice 
tself must often be abused and misapplied and the power of appeal ia 
lot a sufficient remedy — the danger to justice under such circumstances, 
s not in a few cases nor in any proportion of cases, but in every case. 
Liter all, the Magistrate is constable, prosecutor and judge”. 

In 1854, Mr. C. Beadon, the. Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
n a letter to the Government of India pointed out the desirability of the 
eparation of the executive from judicial function. Mr. J. P. Grant, 
f ember of Council of the Governor-General, recorded a minute to the 
fleet that the combination of the duties of the Superintendent of Police, 
’ublic Prosecutor and Criminal Judge was objectionable in principle and 
bat the Government ought to dissever as soon as possible the functions 
f Criminal Judge from those of thief-catcher and Public Prosecutor now 
ombined in the office of the Magistrate. 

In 1856, the Court of Directors of the East India Company reiterated 
be same views and stated that the management of the police of each 
istrict should be taken out of the hands of the Magistrate. 

In 1857, that eminent Judge Sir Barnes agreed with this view: 

“In which way is crime more certainly discovered, proved and punished 
ml innocence more certainly protected — when two men are occupied 
ach as a thief-catcher, prosecutor and judge or when one is engagea us 
bief-catcher and prosecutor and the other as a judge”. 

He observed further : 

41 If the combination theory were acted upon in reality, if an officer, 
fter bribing spies, endeavouring to corrupt accomplices, laying himself 
ut to bear, what every tell-tale has to sav, and putting bis wits to the 
tmost stretch, for weeks, perhaps, in order to beat his adversary in the 
aine of detection, were then to sit down gravely as a judge, and were to 
rofeas to try dispassionately upon the evidence given in court, the ques- 
ion of whether he or his adversary had won the game — I am well con- 
mced that one or two cases of the sort would excite as much indignation 
s would save me the necessity of all argument a priori against the 
nnbination theory”. - 

, Sir, these are the words of one of the most experienced and responsible 
■flglish officials and not of an agitator or irresponsible critic. 

In 1860, a Commission was appointed to enquire into the organisation 
4 the Police. This Commission reported that as a rule, there should be 
wnplete severance of Executive Police from Judicial authorities and the 
uncial who may be in any way connected with the prosecution of any 
offence or the collection of any evidence should never sit in judgment. 

^kis recommendation was accepted by the Government of India. It 
as then suggested that the combination of these functions wife a tempo* 

measure. 
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During discussions on the Police Act, Sir .Barnes Peacock,. Vice- 
President of the Council, states that he was always of opinion that “a full 
and complete separation ought to be made between the two functions”. 

In 1867, the then officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Mr. 
H. L. Danapier observed as follows: — 

“I am convinced that the only true and lasting solution of the difficulty 
is a complete separation of judicial and executive duties”. 

Similar views were expressed by a host of other eminent officials, so 
long back as 1867-69, of whom the following may be mentioned: — 

Hon'ble Ashley Eden, Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 

Mr. (afterwards Sir and Lt. -Governor of Bengal) Rivers Thompson, 

C.8., 

Mr. (afterwards Sir) H. S. Maine, the then Law Member of the 
Government of India, and 

Sir William Makkbey, a Judge of the Calcutta High Court. 

The much-wished-for separation was about to be realised at the time 
of the enactment of the Criminal Procedure Code of 1872, but Sir Fitz 
James Stephen, who happened to be ruling over the legislative destinies 
of India at the time turned down the idea on the ground that under the 
circumstances of British India, the system must continue and that the 
maintenance of the influence and powers of District Officers is essential 
to the maintenance of British Rule in India and that any diminution in 
their influence and authority over the natives would be dearly purchased 
even by an improvement in the administration of justice. He talked 
about prestige and dignity of the District Officer which was likely to be 
jeopardised. 

Sir Fitz James Stephen did a great disservice to his own country by 
thus shelving a great reform of the administration of justice and thereby 
engendering a growing distrast in the administration of Criminal Justice 
in India. The matter was taken up by the Congress and other eminent 
public men of the time, including Mr. Monmohun Ghosh, one of the 
greatest criminal lawyer of the time, and he demonstrated the evils of 
the system by citing concrete cases. Mr. Ramesli Chandra Dutta, i.c.s., 
published a scheme in 1893, showing how this could be done without 
much additional expenses. In a debate on the subject which took place 
in the House of Lords, on May 8, 1893, Lord Kemberley, the then 
Secretary of State for India in Council and his predecessor Lord Cross 
showed their approval of the principle in no ambiguous terms. It wjft 
then said that tneir separation would result in vast good to the counfry. 
Lord Dufferin, the Viceroy, accepted it as Counsel of Perfection. The 
Indian National Congress started the movement for separation and resolu- 
tions in support of it were passed in every year, since 1886-1896 
during the Government to effect it without further delay. In later years 
also a scheme of separation has been laid before the Congress. This 
movement, the then Viceroy Lord Lansdowne declared as a perfectly 
legitimate movement. 

Ultimately in 1899, a memorial was submitted by a number of 
distinguished Anglo-Indiau Judges and Administrators to the Secretary 
of State for India in Council, headed by Lord Hobhouses, Sir Richard 
Garth, Sir Richard Couch, Sir Charles Sargent, Sir William Markbey. 
Sir John Budd Phear, Sir John Scott, Sir William Welderburn. 
Questions were often asked in Parliament and Legislative Councils in 
India. Reply was vague ^and indefinite — vague promises of reform were 
held out, but the matter* was not taken up seriously. In 1908, Sir 
Harvey Adamson, the then Home Member, in his budget speech 
delivered on 27th March promised to effect a separation of judicial and 
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Executive auuea in Bengal and East Bengal and formulated a scheme 
for the Wirpose — a cautious scheme after all. He said “the inevitable 
result or the present system is that criminal trials affecting the general 
peace of the district, are not conducted in that atmosphere of cool 
impartiality which should pervade a court of justice. Nor does this 
completely define the evil, which lies not so much in what is done, as 
w liat may be suspected to be done, for it is not enough that the administra- 
tion of justice should be pure, it can never be the bed rock of our rules 
unless it is also above suspicion’*. 

The main objection hitherto put forward was that the District 
Magistrate cannot be deprived of his judicial power without loss of 
prestige and influence over the people. Prestige and influence cannot 
be acquired by under-hand and doubtful means. The prestige and 
influence that they suppose they possess is no real prestige or real 
influence, but it is what is acquired by tyrants — submission to fear. No 
District Officer can properly claim any respect or regard from the people 
but people fear him, because he has the power to do mischief. 

The type of prestige and influence which they claim must disappear 

from the "minds of our people and the sooner it does the better. In 

dealing with the Question of prestige, Sir Harvey Adamson, the then 
Home Member, in his speech said — 

“Can any Government be strong where administration of justice is 
not entirely above suspicion? The answer must be in the negative. The 

combinations of functions is a direct weakening of the prestige of the 

executive.” He then said that the Government had decided to advance 
cautiously and tentatively towards the separation of judicial and executive 
functions in India. He formulated a scheme, but it never materialised. 

In recent times, Lord Reading, the then Viceroy, had proclaimed that 
he would effect the much-needed separation of judicial from executive 
functions, but ultimately failed to do anything. 

Numerous cases, many of them reported in Law Reports, may be 
cited illustrative of the baneful effect of the combination of the judicial 
and executive functions and perhaps most — if not all — of the honourable 
members have got first-hand knowledge and information about the abuse 
of these powers. It is unnecessary to cite a large number of cases to 
illustrate this and I would content myself in citing only 2 or d cases. 

The first case is known as the Mymcnsingh case of 1892, where a 
District Magistrate was so puffed up with pride and power that he could 
not tolerate the position, wealth and influence of a Maharaja, a resident 
of the town. He tried his level best to cancel his membership of the 
District Board by executive methods, but failed. Later when the 
Maharaja was extending the compound of his palace by building compound 
walls, the municipal overseer thought that there was some 
encroachment on municipal drains. The Maharaja tried to settle amicably 
and offered to the municipality to make a pueca drain, but it was found 
that there was delay in making the drain. The District Magistrate 
ordered his prosecution under municipal bylaw and other sections of the 
Indian Penal Code and made over the case to a Magistrate under him 
with the necessary instruction. Counsels came from Calcutta to defend 
the Maharaja who tried in vain to settle the matter amicably, the 
District Magistrate refused to settle. Under his instructions (as the 
District Magistrate himself admitted — that the trying Magistrate was 
his “post office and conduit pipe”), the trying Magistrate was to act. 
He openly used to take instructions from the District Magistrate with 
regard to" the case. And during the trial, the trying Magistrate forced 
the Maharaja to appear personally and in spite of request by Counsel 
not onl? was" not allowed a seat by his Counsel, but forced to stand in 
the dock. Not being satisfied with this indignity and humiliation to the 
Maharaja, under orders of the Magistrate one under-trial prisoner 
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charged with theft wa« brought in the same dock by the side of the 
Maharaja to receive his sentence. This was done obviously with a view 
to further humili%te him. 

As can be easily imagined the conduit pipe Magistrate convicted him 
of nuisance and acquitted him of the charge of encroachment and sentenced 
to a fine of Rs, 500 or 20 days’ simple imprisonment in default. 

When there was an appeal before Sessions Judge, the said Magistrate 
wrote a letter to the Sessions Judge in support of the conviction, but 
ultimately the Maharaja was acquitted. 

This indignity, this humiliation, this harassment to the Maharaja 
could never have happened, if the District Magistrate had not used the 
trying Magistrate as his conduit pipe and if there was a judicial officer to 
try tne case, who could function independently of the District Magistrate, 
the prosecutor. 

The next case, I would cite is the case of late Sir, then Mr .Surendra 
Nath Banerjee, subsequently a Minister of the Government of Bengal. 

The facts of this case may be recalled by many of the honourable 
members, who have seen the glorious days of first mass movement in this 
country in which Bengal took the lead. I mean the anti-partition move- 
ment. In 1906, there was arranged a Bengal Provincial Conference at 
Barisal on 14th and 15th April. Mr. A. Rasul, the well-known Barrister, 
was the President-elect. A large number of delegates including Babu 
Bhupendra Nath Bose, an eminent Solicitor of the Calcutta High Court, 
the well-known patriot, Babu Aswini Kumar Dutta, the renowned 
journalist and editor, “Amrita Bazar Patrika”, Babu Motilal Ghosh and 
several other distinguished leaders attended the conference as delegates. 

At Barisal, when the President-elect was being taken in procession, the 
police headed by the Police Superintendent started indiscriminate assault 
on the processionists upon which Mr. S. N. Banerjee protested and he was 
immediately put under arrest and produced before the District Magistrate 
who at the time was famous — I would say notorious — for his anti-Bengali 
feeling. 

Babu Aswini Kumar Datta and other gentlemen also accompanied 
Mr. Banerjee, but they were immediately asked by the District Magistrate 
to get out in these words : 

“Get away, you are not properly dressed and would be insulted — you 
have not jrugris on”; they returned. 

Mr. S. N. Banerjee was going to take a chair when the District 
Magistrate shouted in an insulting and offensive tone — “stand up — you 
are a prisoner”. 

Mr. S. N. Banerjee protested against the Magistrate’s remark as one 
that ou^ht not to have come from the Court — the Magistrate said in a 
loud voice “keep quiet — this is contempt of Court and I shall draw up 
contempt proceedings against you”. 

And immediately after he wrote something and told Mr. Banerjee 
** you are fined Rs. 200 for contempt of Court” and immediatelv after 
Mr, Banerjee was asked to show cause why he should not be bouncl down 
under section 107, Criminal Procedure Code, and at once the order was 
made absolute and he was asked to find surety to keep the peace — Mr. S. N. 
Banerjee protested that he could not do so bv an executive order, but that 
a judicial enquiry was necessary — and notning more was done and the 
matter rested there. 

The conviction for contempt of Court was set aside by the High Court 
holding it illegal and it observed that the record was tampered with bv 
the Magistrate by adding something later on. No Magistrate, the High 
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Court sJg, can add to or alter the proceedings or judgment after they am 
signed. This ifl another instance, how we are treated under the present 
system. * 

In connection with the said incident in which the Police assaulted 
several delegates, a criminal charge of assault was brought by some of the 
injured delegates against the Police Superintendent ana others. 

The Senior Deputy Magistrate received the complaint, but refused to 
issue process or pass any order as required by law and was led to pass on 
the complaint to the District Magistrate as he said he had orders to do so. 
In spite of strong protest by counsel on behalf of the complainants the 
records were sent to the said District Magistrate. The Senior Magistrate 
shamelessly said in open Court : 

“My duty is of a clerical nature. That is what I have been ordered 
to do in this matter. My hands are not quite free. 

Shortly after the District Magistrate’s order was received “Complaints, 
dismissed and struck off”. 

Needless to say that the order was set aside by the High Court and the 
case sent back to be dealt with according to law. The Deputy Magistrate 
again dismissed the case. That was in 1906, and we are now in 1947 — 40 
years’ after — the same system is still creating disgust amongst all right* 
thinking people, but Government is carrying on in the same way 
indifferent to the mischief and tyranny that is going on all round owing 
to the combination of these functions. The hatred and distrust that has 
grown against the Government is in no small measure due to this system. 

It is needless to cite recent instances which are so numerous and so 
sickening that people have become callous about it and take it: lying 
down as their Kismat under this system. The case of a Superintendent 
of Police is still fresh in the minds of honourable members and recent 
instances of executive interference with the course of justice in which a 
Minister of Bengal Government was involved is fresh in our minds and 
I do not propose to detail those incidents. 

These powers give opportunity to the officers to either extort bribe or 
subscriptions in aid of Government schemes with the connivance of high 
officials only to further their own official prospects. 

Apart from that, the disturbance caused by multifarious works of 
Magistrates — during the trial of cases — cannot be conducive to a fair trial 
and every Magistrate thinks that the judicial part of the work is of very 
little importance. 

Even conscientious officers, their number though is extremely, limited, 
who would try their best to do justice, ultimately cannot keep their 
conscience and independence, as at every step, the Police has the right, if 
not in law, but in practice to ask and do ask for explanations and the 
Magistrates have to submit explanations for their judicial orders at the 
behest 6f the Police Prosecutors and Executive superiors. 

This is a system which should never have come into existence, and if 
allowed to exist in the beginning of British rule must have been abolished 
hundred years ago. But now combination of this system has become a 
public scandal of the first magnitude. But our misfortune is that in spite 
of so-called provincial autonomy working all these years our Ministers 
nave not yet done anything to effect this much-needed reform. 

I cannot believe there is anybody in this House who would like this 
pernicious system to continue any longer and let us therefore demand it* 
discontinuance by this Resolution and press upon the Government to act 
according to it. 
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A* for practical scheme for effecting the separation, I may draw the 
attention of the House to the schemes drawn up by— 

(1) The late Mr. Ramesh Chandra Dutta in 1893, 

(2) Mr. C. W. Bulten in 1900, 

(3) Sir Harvey Adamson in 1908, 

(4) fate Mr. P. C. Mitra in 1913. 

All these were very cautious® and halting schemes, but Government for 
one reason or another did not or could not adopt them. 

The matter was again brought before the old Legislative Council in 
1921 by a Resolution which ran thus: 

“This Council recommends to Government that early steps be taken 
for the total separation of the judicial from the executive functions in the 
administration of the Presidency”. 

This resolution was passed on the 5th April, 1921, and Government by 
Resolution No. 6257, dated the 19th August, 1921, appointed a Committee 
to formulate a practical working scheme for the total separation of the 
judicial from the executive. 

The Committee consisted of the following members: — 

Mr. Justice W. E. Greaves, Bar.-at-Law, 

Mr. F. C. French, c.s.i., i.c.s., 

Sir Ashutosh Choudhury, Kt., m.l.c., 

Dr. A. S. Suhrawnrdy, m.l.c., 

Raja M&nmathu Nath Roy Choudhury of Santosh, m.l.c., and 

Mr. G .Morgan, m.l.c. 

We find that Mr. Morgan is still an active member of the House 
■destined to listen to and take part in the discussion of the same matter 
after 25 years. The matter remains in the same position as he found in 
1921. 

That Committee gave a very detailed and valuable scheme. The cost 
scheme estimated by them was Rs. 4,48,650 non-recurring and - Rs. 1,53,000 
recurring, the principle having already been accepted by the Bengal 
Legislative Council long ago. Practically everything is ready and 
Government can adopt one of these schemes and start the separation of the 
judicial and executive functions without any further delay. With these 
remarks 1 commend my resolution to the acceptance of the House and hope 
that the House will unanimously adopt it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Resolution moved that this Council is of opinion 
that the administration of civil and criminal justice .should be carried 
on by judicial officers and not by executive officers and there should be a 
complete separation of judicial from executive functions of officers at an 
•early date. 

Mr. G. MORGAN. Mr. President, in view of the fact that my honour- 
able friend has mentioned my name in connection with the Committee 
called the Greaves Committee, of which I was a member, I may state that 
we went into the subject very carefully and anybody who wants to know 
the details con get hold of a copy of the report and read it for himself. I 
Rave no other option, but to support the resolution before the House. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 rise to support 'the principle underlying 
this most important resolution. Sir, this question of separation of 
judicial from executive functions has been agitating the mind of Indians 
Irom the year 1893. In*" this agitation the Congress has taken 
*11 along a very keen part "and has been pressing this most important 
reform m the judicial system of India. Sir, this is a question which I 
think should be supported by all members. It is necessary that a 
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Magistrate who tries a case should be immune from any outside influence 
and should be impartial and should not be directly or indirectly under 
the influence of some body who will regulate his promotion or his future 
prospects. I do not like to repeat the history of the question which has 
been so ably narrated by the mover of the resolution. I would only like 
to touch one or two points in* the resolution. I find from the 
resolution tabled in this House that along with the expression criminal 
justice, the word “civil” also occurs, for, as regards the administration 
of civil justice, it is a known fact that administration of civil justice is 
now quite separate from the administration of criminal justice and all 
civil cases are tried by judicial officers. So I fail to understand as to why 
this word “civil” has been added to the resolution. 

As regards administration of criminal justice, Bengal has taken a 
great step in this direction. The Government of Bengal have already 
appointed some Munsiff-Magist rates, who try criminal cases. Important 
criminal cases or sessions ^ases are tried by District Judges, Assistaht 
District Judges or Subordinate Judges. But, Sir, whenever this ques- 
tion has been raised the question of additional expenditure , has 
come into stand in the way of effecting this most 'important reftaftn. 
This question can be settled in my opinion very easily, if the right 
method is adopted. Now, every Magistrate hears appeals from the 
decisions of second class and third class Magistrates; tnis can be easily 
transferred or delegated to Assistant District Judges or District Judges 
and, if necessary, in some cases, by Munsif-Magistrates and in that 
case the District Magistrate will be shown of all his duties as a Judge. 
In case of Subdi visional Magistrate in some cases in Bengal an experiment 
was made by appointment of Munsif-Magistrate as Subdivisional 
Magistrate, but in that case also that function has not been separated. 
My suggestion is that these Munsif-Magistrates mav be appointed as Judge 
for trying criminal cases and the function which is now performed bv 
the Subdivisional Magistrate as a Judge should be given to the Munsif- 
Magistrates and other Deputy Magistrates and Subdivisional Magistrates 
who try these cases can be placed under the control of High Court Judges 
and they may not be dependant and under the control oi the Provincial 
Government. In this way without much expenditure the desired reform 
may be effected in Bengal. I strongly support the principle underlying 
this resolution. I think it is desirable that the judiciary who try cases 
should command respect from all and there should be no complaint in 
regard to any case. To make that it is necessary that the function of a 
Judge and of an executive officer should be separated as early as possible. 
When the Congress Government came into power in 1939, it was hoped 
that this reform would be carried out, but to our great disappointment 
all those who accepted this policy said that this matter should be post- 
poned on grounds of expenditure. I now find that some of the 
Congress Government have already taken up this question, such as, 
Madras, Bihar and other provinces. I hope the Government of Bengal 
which has gone too far already in this matter should complete the 
separation of the judiciary from the executive. With these few words I 
give my qualified support to this resolution. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBI8H: May I draw your 
attention that the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Judicial is not present 
in the House, when an important subject like this of his department is 
being discussed. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI. Sir, the subject does not, strictly 
speaking, come under Judicial, it concerns the General Administration 
and comes under the Chief Minister’s Department. 

Mr. AIDULLA-AL-MAHMUD: €>o you mean it comes under the 
Chief Minister's Department alone ? 
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Tin Hoa’bift Mr* MOHAMMED ALI: No, it is a matter concerning the 
General Administration. The question of civil judiciary does not actually 
arise. It is criminal judiciary which is to be separated and which is 
being pressed for. 

Mr, tULTANUDDIN AHMED: Sir, the statement just now made by 
Die Hon’ble Minister is not correct. The powers to try cases are granted 
by the Judicial Department and they are not granted by the Chief 
Minister’s Department, so these ^Magistrates who try these cases are 
directly concerned with the Judicial Minister first and then for administra- 
tive purposes it may concern the General Administration. 

The Hon'ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Primarily it is concerned with 
the General Administration. 


Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I beg to support the resolution 
moved by my honourable friend, Mr. Mohalanobish, regarding the 
separation of the judiciary from the executive. I think in the best 
interests of the country this should be given effect to as early as possible 
tttl^yise the communal whims and jobbery that are going on cannot be 

The Hon'ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI. Mr. President, Sir, the question 
of the separation of the judiciary from the executive has been a very 
controversial subject for the last 90 years. It is really appropriate fhat 
in the present political context, this subject should come to the fore, 
because we are now on the threshhold of a new constitutional era and a 
new constitution will emerge no doubt. Put we do not know what that 
constitution will be and we do not know also what will be the future 
set up of the Governmental machinery. Therefore the Government is 
unable to accept the resolution in full. Because the resolution wants 
that the separation should be given effect to at once. So far as the 

a uestion of separation is concerned, Government will certainly give 
ue consideration to the opinion expressed in this House by members 
when the whole question of the revision of Governmental machinery 
will be taken up. But honourable members of this House are aware that 
there is now a gradual and partial separation of the judiciary from the 
executive (Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud : No, no). Sir, the District 
Officers have now multifarious works in connection with the development 
and other scheme of rehabilitation and Government are now utilising the 
services of Lawyer-Magistrates and Munsif-Magistrates. These Lawyer- 
Magistrates are recruited from the Bar and they have no connection with 
the General Administration of the districts. They are only concerned with 
the trial of criminal cases. They are *at once given first class 
powers because of their experience in legal matters, and they are entrusted 
with the trial of criminal cases. 


Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD: That is not true. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. If you go on interrupting the 
Hon ble Minister in this way, it is not possible for him to reply to all the 
points. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD: He is not stating facts. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You must allow him to have his say. 

Th0 Hon'ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The honourable member must 
patiently hear me first and it would be up to him to say afterwards that 
what I was saying was not correct. Now, Sir, I was trying to impress 
Upon the House that these L&wyer-Magistrates are entrusted with the 
trying of criminal »cases and they have no work regarding the general 
administration of the district or angp other general administration work. 
It is true that they are under the conteol and discipline of the District 
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Magistrate who is responsible for the general administration of the district. 

In that view of the matter, it may be said that there is not 
complete separation of the judiciary from the executive, because the 
District Officer is responsible not only for the running of administration 
of the district, but also he is in charge of the Magistrate, who try cases 
that are brought up for trial. Nevertheless, there is partial separation 
in the sense that previously trying Magistrates used to do administrative 
work. They were then in charge of law and order and used to try cases 
for infringement of any section of the law. But now after the appoint- 
ment of Lawyer-Magistrates there is partial separation. Also 
Munsifs who used to try civil cases, they have been empowered under 
the Criminal Law to try criminal cases and thus Munsif-Magistrates are 
judicial officers of Government who have nothing to do with the general 
administration. In that view of the matter also there is partial separa- 
tion but I admit that there is not complete separation of the 
judiciary from the executive, as is desirable and therefore, I would like 
to state on behalf of the Government that this matter is engaging the 
attention of the Government and they will certainly give due vreightagu 
to the opinions expressed by the members of this House, but I only*jj|«|f 
to say that Government are unable to give any immediate effect to^Se 
question of separation of the judiciary and the executive in view of the 
tact that Government machinery at present is wholly occupied with 
development schemes and plans and that Government do not know what 
the future setup of Governmental machinery will be and Government are 
also not fully aware what the future constitution of this province will be. 
Therefore in that view of the matter this question of separation of 
judiciary from the executive cannot be taken up immediately. But 
inasmuch as Government’s attention has been drawn to it, Government 
would like to implement the views of this House as soon as it is possible 
for Government to do so, but only after there is general revision in 
Governmental machinery and there is change in the constitution. With * 
these words though I accept the principle enunciated in the resolution, I 
am afraid we cannot accept the resolution, because it states that immediate 
effect is to be given to this question of separation. 


Mr. HAMIOUL HUQ CHOWDHURY s The Hon’ble Minister wanted 
to say that there was a virtual separation of the two already (the Hon'ble 
Mr. Mohammed Ali : I did not say so). At least he said that there was 
some kind of separation already. 1 am not committing myself to either 
view; my views are quite different and I am not prepared to give my 
views on the subject. I have got up only on a point of explanation. 
There is no separation of the judiciary from the executive at the present 
moment; it is a fact, because the question of who controls the district 
crops up here; certainly the District Magistrate, who is the administra- 
tive head of the district controls everyone woh does criminal 

work whether he is a Munsiff or he is a Lawyer-Magistrate — what is the 
source of recruitment is immaterial to the subject at issue — and he is 
under the control of the administrative head and the latter has the power 
to retain him or to report against the former that he snould 

not continue. The subject is a complicated one and I would request 
that the Hon’ble Minister and the Cabinet should give deep consideration 
to this thing. It is a very important question, out it cannot be given 
effect to immediately without ascertaining the opinion of the country, not 
the opinion of this House alone, and the many points involved in it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Maheianobish, you have the right of reply. 
(Mi. La lit Chandra Das rose to speak.) Why should you speak now, 
Mr. Das? You did not get up at tap proper time when this important 

matter was being discussed. There #as ample opportunity for you to get 

tip and if you had drawn my attention, I would have allowed you to speak. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It is only to meet some of the points 
that I have got up, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now is not the time, Mr. Das. Yes, Mr. 
Mahalanobish. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHAMN0BI8H: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister 
wanted to postpone this matter till he sees what the new constitution is 
like. Now, I for a moment cannot at all understand what this question 
has to do with the new constitution. That constitution may come in two 
years or five years or ten years later or may not come at all. That has 
got nothing to do with an urgent reform in this branch, for which I 
am now contending. As we all know there is a great deal of difficulty 
that we are experiencing in the matter of the Constituent Assembly ana 
to have the Constitution through the Constituent Assembly or through 
the Brtish Parliament and then to have a Constitution of this particular 
province and then to consider whether there should be a separation of 
judicial and executive functions will take a very very long time and one 
does not know whether the particular Government then on the saddle 
wiM4>e reasonable enough to nave a separation of the executive from the 
judiciary for which we are now moving this resolution. I submit that 
it is an extremely lame excuse which the Hon’ble Minister has put 
forward as a ground for delaying this matter. Now, the Hon’ble 
Minister has said that the Government are occupied with so much and so 
many important matters that they cannot look into the matter so early 
and takes exception to the resolution, because it says that “early” steps 
be taken. I have perhaps shown that this matter has been agitating the 
minds of the people of this province as well as the mind ot Government 
for over a century and that after all sorts of discussion and all sorts of 
consideration of the points of view of the Government, of the people of 
the provide and that of the Judges and Magistrates, ultimately in 
1921, the Bengal Legislative Council had decided to accept the principle 
and the only thing they wanted to have was a proper workable scheme. 
That scheme was made and it was reported to the Government — that 
must be in the archives of Government, no doubt, — and there is very little 
to he considered anew. If there is any point of view which the Hon’ hie 
Minister wants to place before the House for which all these 

considerations which were given by successive Governments to this 
question have been set at naught or is going to be revised now, the 
Hon’ble Minister is perfectly welcome to say before this House as to 
what are the present circumstances which debar the Government from 
accepting the principle that was acceptable to the Government of Bengal 
in 1921, Then, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister was trying to give some 

consolation to us by saying that “we have already given effect to some 
partial separation*’. (Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud : We do not admit 

this.) Certainly, we do not admit this nor should any one do so. What 

has been done is not fit to be called separation of the two functions. Sir, 
who are the Lawyer-Magistrates? I know many of them; they are 
worrij than your Magistrates, because you have got them as temporary 
Magistrates and they do not know when they will be called off. The 
District Magistrate will just write a confidential against them and say 
“these officers are no good, his acquittals are more than they ought to 
be”. The District Magistrate does not care to know the law or judge 
any case on its merits; he only goes by the percentage of acquittal or 
conviction and whenever any poor Magistrate has a goodly number of 
cases of acquittal, then woe to him and a confidential letter is issued 
against him by the District Magistrate. Therefore, either you should 
appoint these Lawyer-Magisbflltes permanently or should sack them 
because it is all the more pernicious to have such officers in the judicial 
service who are anxious to have their own skin saved. (The Hon’ble Mr, 
Mo hamme d Ajui; Sir, it is doing great injustice to a gallant band of 
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officers.) Well, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has never attended a law 

court and if he had, he would not have felt like that. I belong to the 

legal profession, Sir, and have great respect for the Lawyers, but still 
I am‘ constrained to say that that is the position in the mofussil, and 
hating regard to this practice, I think I am justified in making these 
remarks. So far as the Munsiff-Magistrates are concerned they are always 
entirely under the control of the District Magistrate and District 
Magistrates’ whims are sometimes reflected in the judgments and orders 
of these Magistrates. (Mr. Hamidul Hrq CnowDurEY : Only in criminal 
cases and not in civil.) Yes, Munsiif-Magistrates, when they sit as 
Magistrates they are called Magistrates, but when they are taken off from 
criminal work they are regarded as civil. They should not be taken 

away in this way from criminal work. I want to say to the House 

that there is, therefore, no partial separation. It was not. Take it in 
that light and frankly admit it. But to say that w’e have got partial 
separation in the way in which you say, is, I say, regrettable. 

Then, I submit, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister said that this was engaging 
the attention of the Government. I submit that Government 
have so many things under consideration, as the Hon’ble Minister hintself r 
has already said, that the expression “engaging the attention of Govern- 
ment” has almost become meaningless and we do not take it as of any 
serious import. It simply means shelving the matter and nothing more. 
It i£ only those who have come in contact with administration of justice 
can feel what a scandal, it is to have in the twentieth century judicial 
and executive functioning together. Everybody connected with law and 
justice knows that now a days legislation is left to the executive. You 
just enact a law with a few sections and leave everything to be decided 
by rules and rules are framed by executives and the Magistrate and his 
subordinates are to carry them out. This is simply arbitrary. In many 
civilised countries the method of ruling by ^ rules is being 
abandoned and it is a very pernicious system. But we find here in Bengal 
that we are not only having no separation of the executive and the 
judiciary, but we are having day by day every law administered by the 
executives and judicial functions are more and more being entrusted to - 
Magistrates and executive officers under the rule-making powers of 
Government. Therefore the position has become extremely undesirable 
and it is high time that the Government should without delay undertake 
the separation of these two functions. I submit that the cost is not 
much as the Greaves Committee has shown and everything else i8 practi- 
cally ready. Therefore the question of delaying this matter any further 
should not be accepted by this House. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that this Council 
is of opinion that the administration of civil and criminal justice should 
be carried on by judicial officers and not by executive officers and there 
should be a complete separation of judicial from executive functions of 
officers at an early date. 

The motion was put and a division claimed. 

(When the Division Bell ceased ringing.) 

Mr. BIREN ROY! Sir, how can the Hon’ble Minister shout “No” 
when he is not a member of this House? 

Mr. PRESIDENTS He can shout but he cannot go into the Division 
Lobby. 

A division was taken with the following result : — 

AYES — IS. 

8 r. c. E. Ctarfca. I Mr. 0. 4 . K mmm Hook. 

r. LaHt Chandra Dot. Ral Bahadur Brojondra Mohan Moltrs. 

Mr. Homantfra Kumar Dm. I Mr. Haridas Majtmtfar. 
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Mr. «!•» Mngh *»*w- 
Mr. then Roy. 

Hr. Potlnun Roy. t 
Hr. NatmOra Nath M«h*l«r*ibl»h. 
Hr. Ooorso Morgan, C.l.E. 


Mr. Rlrondra KtsRoro Roy Chowdhury. 
Mr. Chani Chandra Sanyal. j 

Mr. Satlsh Chandra Son. 

Mr. Sattsh Chandra Jana. 

HOES — 23. 


Hr. Abdulla-il-Mahmud. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. Sultenuddln Ahmod. , 

Ral Bahadur Dhlrondra Lai Barua. 

Khan Bahadur Syod Abdur Raald 
Choudhury. 

Mr. Motiiem Horn! n Choudhury. 

Mr. Hamfdul Huq Chowdhury. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latlf Chowdhury. 
Mr. Syod Fazio Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen, O.B.E. 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Outta. 

Ayes being 15 and Noes 23 the 


Mr. 6. M. Shahoodul Hague. 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. Salyod Muaziamuddln 
Hooaln. 

Mr. Latafat Hoots In. 

Alhadj Yar All Khan. 

Mr. Mobarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latlff. 

Mr. Syod Abdul Majid. 

Khan Bahadur Qhyasuddln Pathan. 

Khan Bahadur Mukhlosur Rahman. 

Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Or. Kaslruddln Talukdar. 


motion was lost. 


Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Sir, I beg to move that this Council is 
of opinion that the Government of Bengal should take immediate steps 
to amend the Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 1885, and the Bengal 
Village Self-Government Act of 1919, so as to enable women to be voters 
and members of the institutions set up by these Acts, and recommends 
for the purpose that all women of the age of 21 years or more who are 
literate or whose husbands or fathers or guardians, as the case may be, are 
qualified by these Acts to be voters or members, will be entitled to be 
voters or members thereof. 

Sir, half the population of Bengal is formed by women folk. So- far 
as women are concerned, we know that a very liberal view was taken by 
Parliament and under the Government of india Act, 1935, they have 
been enfranchised. They can really vote now and their representatives 
as a matter of fact are now sitting in the Bengal Legislative Assembly. 
Now, Sir, they were considered fit to be voters to send up representatives 
even to the highest Council that we have got in our province and yet it 
is strange enough, I should say, that they have not been considered fit 
to vote for persons who are to go to union boards or to union committees, 
to the local boards or to the district boards. It will be necessary for me 
to point out from the relevant sections of the Local Self-Governing Acts 
how they have been debarred. For this purpose, I would draw your 
attention, Sir, and through you of honourable members of this Souse 
to section 7 of the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919. Therein 
it is stated that every male person of the full age of 21 years and having 
a place of residence within the union, who during the year preceding 
the election has paid a sum of not less than eight annas as cess under the 
Cess Act, 1880, in respect of lands situated wholly or in part in such 
union or during the year immediately preceding such election has been 
assessed at and paid a sum of not less than sis. annas for the purpose of 
union rate payable under the Act, or in the case of a first election under 
this Act, as cnaukidari tax, shall be entitled to vote. 

Now, Sir, this is the Qualification of a voter for members of union 
boards. All that is wanted now is to drop the word “male”, appearing 
after the word “may” and just before the word “person” and then 
everything becomes all right. If this section is amended by the removal 
of the word “male” this section would read as follows — Every person of 
the full age of 21 years, and having a place of residence, ana so on and 
•o forth. Then every male becomes a voter. With regard to the female 
my resolution demands that not only does she need to be 21 
years of age. but what is more important, she must be literate or her 
husband or father or guardian, as the case may be, is qualified by these 
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Agfa to be voters or members, will be entitled to be voters or members 
thereof. These are also the qualifications required of women to become 
v<4|f#i under the Government of India Act, 1935. This is one section, 
Sirs' * Then there is another section which requires to be amended in this 
connection and that, is section 9 of the Bengal Local Self-Government Act, 
1885, the proviso portion of it. In that proviso the description of the 
qualifications of the voters for members to the local boards has 
been laid down as follows — “provided that every male person of the full 
age of twenty-one years, resident within the area under the authority 
of a local board, who is qualified in one of the manners following, that is 
to say, is a member of a union committee within such area, has during 
the year immediately preceding such election paid a sum of not less than 
one rupee on account ot road cess in respect of lands situated either wholly 
or in part within such area. or been possessed of a clear 

annual income from any source of not less than two hundred and forty 
rupees'’ will be eligible to he voters. In this proviso the only change 
that will be necessary will be the removal of the word “male” appearing 
after the word “every” and the female becomes a voter. It will be 
necessary to have a short change in section 13 of the Bengal Local Self- 
Government Act, in the proviso. In that proviso the wording is exactly 
the same — “every male person” and so on and so forth. Here also, if 
the word “male” is dropped after the word “every” then a woman 

becomes a voter. So far as the Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 
1885, is concerned, it has been amended several times and later there has 
been an amendment also and that section is required to he amended. 
Here also the word “male” is to go. These are all the alterations required 
in these two Acts for the purpose of enfranchising women and 
thus enabling them to be voters. I do not understand why this bare 

justice to our women folk should not he done, when once their right has 

been recognised even in respect of the Legislature in our country and 
they ought and should be allowed to vote for candidates for the local and 
district boards and union boards. There has been great awakening 
amongst the women folk of our country and there will be no dearth of 
properly qualified candidates. As a matter of fact some of the women 
of our country have gone far ahead of the men. Take for instance Mrs. 
Bijoy Laxmi Pundit and Begum Shah Nawaz. Mrs. Bijoy Laxmi 
Pundit was sent to U.N.O. as representative of India and it was known 
to every one how splendidly she has performed her task to the glory of 
India. Take tor instance the case of Begum Shaw Nawaz, another 
Indian woman, who toured America on behalf of the Muslim League. 
And then the schools and colleges both in the towns as well as in the 
niofussil are full oi educated women and when the Universities are award- 
ing degrees, we find that the women are competing with the males most 
successfully. So, 1 cannot for a moment think w’hy their claims to be 
enfranchised can be disregarded by us. I have no ‘doubt that taking a 
long view of the situation, a proper and reasonable view of the case of 
the women Government of the land will accede to them this right this 
<daim, this franchise. , * 


With these words, Sir, I move my resolution. 


, PRESIDENT: Resolution moved that this Council is of opinion 
that the Government of Bengal should take immediate steps to amend the 
Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 1885, and the Bengal Village Self- 
Government Act of 1919, so as to enable women to.be voters and members 
institutions set up by these Acts, and recommends for the purpose 
wom ® n tlle age of 21 years or more, who are literate or whose 
J*us bands or fathers or guardians, as the case may be, are qualified by 
wieseActs to be voters or members, will be entitled to be voters or 
"tewbera thereof. 
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Mr. C. MORGAN! On a point of information, Sir. With regard to the 
wording of the resolution “recommends for the purpose that all women 
of the age of 21 years or more who are literate or whose husbandfc or 
fathers or guardians, as the case may be, are qualified by these Acts to 
be voters or members”. Now, will an illiterate woman be a voter if this 
resolution is accepted? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Will tl* honourable member please explain what 
he means by those words in the resolution? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, so far as it obtains in the exercise 
of votes by ladies in case of candidates standing for the Legislatures, the 
women who are illiterate also have been allowed to vote on the qualifica- 
tion of their husbands. So I have worded the resolution like that. But 
I may say that the women will not be generally illiterate. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, I rise in support of the motion 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, there is one word which I could not under- 
stand. You have proposed the minimum age to be 21 years, but you have 
also used the word guardians. But they will be all majors. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, it is exactly not a legal expression 
but only ladies of the age of 21 years living in a family. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: T cannot follow you. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Even if a lady is of 21 years of age still 
she has to live under some guardian to look after her. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Oh, you mean to say that they are perpetual minors! 

Mr. BIREN ROY: 1 rise to support this resolution of any friend, Mr 
Lalit Chandra Das. Although 1 realize that it is a very unreal 
atmosphere after having witnessed the voting on the resolution just 

P receding, I. think. Sir, neither our Hon'hle Minister in charge of 
meal Self-Government nor any member of this House would he unchival- 
rous enough to refuse this little franchise in these da\s when we are 
shouting for adult franchise in every sphere. The Congress as well as 
the Muslim League are in favour of adult franchise and although Mr. 
Das has hardly qualified the voting by adding guardians even tor women 
of more than 21 years of age, the explanation would be, Sir, this in 
this particular case: In our country, the women are not economically 
independent and therefore provision has been made in the Government 
of India Act and in other Election Manuals that women whose husbands 
are qualified to vote may vote even though they are not qualified otherwise, 
that means by literacy or by means of assessment of their house 
and so on. In this case there may he some women whose husbands are 
dead and who cannot come in in any other way, but as members of the 
family — these perpetual minors as you have put in properlv — and there- 
fore when the house is assessed and a lady is living in that house without 
having any share in that particular house, she being over 21 
years of age, she should be considered as under the guardianship of the 
gentleman or the lady who owns the house. In this particular case she 
will come in as a voter, but the best thing would be, Sir, to introduce 
adult franchise both for male and female over 21 years of age and we 
would have the restrictions as has already been envisaged by Mahatma 
Gandhi that those who are over 50 years of age may not be entitled to be 
voters in all cases and many of our old men and women will be then out 
of this unreal atmosphere ahd we young people ran fight out our own 
ease here. There are other aspects of the thing, Sir. We have found 
also that in cases where women, when they have been given franchise, 
they use it with much better common-sense than perhaps we male folk 
would do and that is a fact. The fact being that in many cases, the male 
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folk are guided by other considerations than by considerations of principle 
and hfcre in this House we saw that in the voting on the 
preceding resolution and if women ipembers in this House could also 
have been elected by their own franchise — not by nomination — they would 
have acted jptheywise than what they have done in the resolution on the 
separation of judiciary from the executive. I feel sympathy for all 
women over 21 years of a^e and await the day when they will he voters 
and take part in the administration of not only this province, but of the 
local councils and the district boards and the local boards in this province 
and I think our Hon'ble Minister will accede to this resolution and take 
necessary steps to make the necessary amendments to the Acts suggested 
by the mover, if it is possible, even during the current session of the 
Council and the Assembly. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: 1 rise to support the resolution 
moved by my friend, Mr. Das. Days have come when women are coming 
forward to work side by side with men. They are getting similar 
education as men; they are trained in the same lines as men and it is 

quite natural that they should claim the same privileges as men have in 
the administration of the land. The women of England had to tight for 
the franchise. In Bengal let us not face the same ugly fight. Lot the 
franchise be extended to them without any tight. Some may say that 
men are now afraid of women. The point is controversial indeed. 
But it is high time , that intelligent and able women should be allowed to 
take part in national work and administration. Women are best suited 
for administration of the departments of primary education, child welfare 
and maternity, etc. The Governments of Europe and the United Stated 
of America have allowed women inside the administrative mnehi- 
nen and probably they have nothing to repent for their action. So, 

instead of creating class antagonism, let us develop class compromise. 
With these words I commend the resolution to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sn, 1 have mv full sympathy 
with the main purpose of the resolution, hut I am afraid Mr. 
Das wants to make mischief in the sense that he wants to bring friction 
and disputes into the household. I am afraid, I cannot support the 
resolution inasmuch as experience shows that women rarely vote for 
women. In voting, if it is limited to men folk, women have got a chance 

to do some work ou representative organisations, but it is the 

experience of many countries that women voters or bulk of them do rarely 
let urn women. Tlier efore, if for nothing else, l would rather have the 
chance given to women to he members of local bodies and the only wav 
to have that is to limit the vote to men folk. From a practical point of 
view, 1 am afraid that in rural parts of the country extension of the 
franchise to women as is the experience m the elections to the provincial 
legislature. Sir, absolutely becomes a mere theoretical provision. For 
very few women except in towns have taken advantage of this enlarge- 
ment of franchise. Therefore, I say. let consciousness grow amongst 
women - not to the extent that we have beard amongst the suffragist 
women in England, when women have fought tooth and nail for getting 
their rights and have fought for representation in Parliament— not to that 
extent, but let them demand this franchise for themselves, but let us 
not as a mark ot chivalry concede that right to them. Therefore, till that 
time comes let us defer this resolution. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALl! Mr. President, Sir, at the mk 
of being dubbed unchivalrous and at the risk of incurring the displeasure 
of Miss Robertson and Mrs. Dutt, I have to oppose the resolution. The 
resolution is not as simple as it looks. It proposes a change of a far- 
reaching character and of a revolutionary type, and I shall explain 
why. Elsewhere and in another place I explained to some members of 
the legislature Government’s point of view regarding the extension of 



m 


NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTIONS. 


[14th Fbb., 


franchise to women. Government contemplate bringing in a compre- 
hensive amendment of the Local Self-Government Aft, 1885, and it is 
proposed to extend the franchise tp *omen so far as district boards are 
Concerned. 1 have explained the reason why it is not possible for 
Government to extend the franchise to women in the matter of election 
to the uniftn boards. Members of the House are aware Ibaw the cost of 
elections to local boards are borne by the local bodies. The funds of 
union boards are very limited qjid it is not possible? for union boards to 
arrange for the erection of separate booths for different classes of voters. 
Therefore it would create a lot of difficulty, if ' franchise is extended to 
women in union boards. Women enjoy the franchise in the matter of 
elections to the municipalities and the provincial legislatures and it is 
our experience that response from women voters is not very great (Mr. 
Lalit Chandra Das: Questions!) and that is why it is proposed to 
extend the franchise only gradually. Now, as I stated earlier, this 
resolution contemplates a change of a far-reaching character aud the 
reason is this : if the resolution is accepted then for every male voter 

there will be 3 or 4 female voters and the result will be that the number 
of female voters will be more than male by 3 or 4 hundred per cent. 
The point is it will give adult franchise to female whereas 

that is not extended to male because the resolution states that all women 
of the age of 21 years or more, who are literate, etc., will be entitled 

to be voters. The net result of this will be that for every male voter 

there will be 4 or 5 female voters, because a male who is eligible for vote 
on account of property mav have several females. Now, as Mr. Biren 
m had said, they ma> be living with their brother, uncle or other 

guardians, who happen to be their guardians and they will be entitled 

to vote, but this concession is not extended to male. Now, for every 
property which belongs to male there is one vote. On the other hand, if 

y<p . accept the resolution, there will be 4 or 5 female voters for every 

prtjterty. So this resolution contemplates a change which is of a 
revolutionary character and by which male folk will have to abdicate 
and the selection of nominees in the local and union boards and other 
local bodies will fall in the hands of females. But our country unfortu- 
nately hus not progressed, so far as to permit our women folk to be 
voters of these local bodies and allow the males to abdicate their right to 
do so. The principle should be accepted as we have now r such women 
folk as Mrs. Bijoy Laxmi and Begum Shaw Nawaz, as stated by mv 
ijriund Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, But some time should elapse before such 
righto are given and it should be given gradually. So Government do 
not propose any radical change just at the present juncture. In these 
circumstances, I cannot accept the principle enunciated in the resolution. 
But I can assure the House that franchise will be allowed in the matter 
of district board and when we will bring in a comprehensive Amending 
Bill in the next monsoon session of the Legislature these things will be 
considered. It is not possible to have this Amending Bill in the present 
session as wanted by my friends opposite. I therefore oppose Ibis 
resolution. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I want to say a few words in reply. 
The Hou’ble Minister is labouring under a great mistake. He seems to 
think that the woman voter will get advantage over the male voter, if 
my resolution is accepted. He does not know the present state of 
affairs. Ha ought to know, if he does not know, that in joint family 
there* is m minimum rate that requires to be paid for the purpose of 
making one a voter and that in a joint family every adult becomes a voter 
even Jjcordiag to present 4a w ot joint family system. Therefore his 
complaint that the women voters will be larger in number than males 
has no legs to stand upon. As a matter of fact, he should not have made 
a complaint like this. He should not be sorry, if women get advantage 
over mile and come in larger numbers. Why don’t you make admt 
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frail cilia® lor all males as well as females K Well, voters in democracy — 
the more — the married. As a matter of fact that would be a great 
improvement upon the present state if ihings. So far as the present law 
under the Government of India Ac£ 1935, stands, if views of th# 
lion'ble Minister is accepted these ladies cannot be voters. Fortunately 
enough the %pwir lay elsewhere and those authorities took a different 
view and the ladies nave been enfranchised. If the matter rested with 
the Honble Minister, 11 from what 1 heard of his views, the ladies could 
not be members of the legislatures. It is surprising to know that the 
ladies could be voters in the legislatures, but they are incompetent to 
vote for the district boards, local boards or union boards or for the 
village committees. Sir, 1 expected to hear the opinion of w Mrs. Dutta 
and Miss Robertson on this resolution as to how far this* touches the 
interests of and the rights of women and how they feel over the question. 
But they have not spoken. Anyway, it is better late than 
never. Let us see how they oast their votes. 1 find no point 
in his criticism regarding what 1 have stated that ladies 

whose husbands or fathers or guardians are voters should be qualified to 
vote. This will be acceptable to all, particularly in the case of Muham- 
madans, who can marry up to 4 wives. Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury 
has said that the ladies will have a tendency not to vote for a woman. 

I think that is not at all relevant, and that is not at a point, why he should 
go against the resolution. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALl8 Sir, there is no gain saying the 
tact that the desideratum to be attained is the extension of adui%| 
franchise. But I was speaking so far as this present resolution is * 
concerned. This resolution simply extends practically adult franchise 
to ail women whereas the same concession is not given to the men. Mr. 
I)as says that all the women of the age of 21 years should be enfranchised, 
Suppose a gentleman has four daughters of the age of 21 yem 
aud above and the gentleman is enrolled as a voter and they will all be 
entitled to be enrolled as voters, whereas the same concession cannot be 
given to all the sons. Similarly if a brother has many sisters, all the 
sisters will be eligible to be enrolled as voters whereas the other brothers 
will not be so. Similarly, if a husband has more than one wife, then ail 
the wives would be entitled to be voters, whereas husband cannot have 
more than one vote. And then, Sir, in the question of local boards 
there is joint electorate and the Muslims will have a disadvantage, because i 
as the mover has said a Muslim may have four wives so when the contest 1 
is going on they will be able to produce up to a maximum* of four wives 
only, whereas a Hindu gentleman will have the scope of an unlimited 
number of wives as voters, because there is no restriction on their number 
of wives. Therefore it is a serious problem and therefore I am afraid 
that my contention that the number of female voters will be far in excess 
oi male voters has many legs to stand upon. 

Mit» PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is 
that this Council iB of opinion that the Government of Bengal should 
take immediate steps to amend the Bengal Local Self-Government Act. oi 
1885, and the Bengal Tillage Self-Government Act of 1919, to as to enable 
women to be voters and members of the institutions set up by these Acts, 
and recommends for the purpose that all women of the age of 21 years 
or more, who are literate or whose husbands or fathers or gn&sdians, as 
the case may be, are qualified by these Acts to be voters or merabfts, mill 
be entitled to be voters or members thereof. | 

The question was put and a division taken with the following resfftfr; — 

AYCt-IL 
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Mr. Ntstndn Hath MohaUnabMi. 
Mr. Iljoy Singh Nihar. 

Mr. linn Hoyt 


Mr. Patfrsm Roy. 

Mr. Blrtndra Klshoro Roy Chowdhury. 
Mr. Chora Challdra 8anyal. 


N0E8 — 20. 


Mr. Abdulla-ol-Mohmud. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. Buftenuddin Ahmed. ,, 

Mr. Syed Badrudduja. 

Ral Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua. 

Khan Bahadur 8yed Abdur Rasld Chou- 
dhury. 

Mr. Homjdul Huq Chowdhury. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury. 

Mr. 8yed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. 0. Q. Cohen, O.B.E. 

Mr. A. M. Bhahoodul Haque. 

Ayes being 12 and Noes 20, the i 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Council 
Monday, the 1 7 th Fel»ruar\, 1947. 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8alyid 4 Muaziamuddln 
Hoeain. > 

Mr. Latafat Hoesain. 

A l had J Yar Air Khan. 

Khan 8ahib Mobarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul LatlfT/ 

Mr. 8yed Abdul Majid. 

Mr. George Morgan, C.I.E. 

Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddln Pathan. 

Khan Bahadur Mukhletur Rahman. 

Mr. Abdul Rathid. 

Or. Kaslruddin Talukdar. 

Khan 8ahib Moulvi Wahlduzzaman Hajl 
Haji Md. Yusuf. 


^solution was lost, 
stands adjourned 


till 2-15 p.m. on 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. 
February, 1947. 

v Members absent. 


Monday, the 17th 


» 


The following members were absent from the 
bruary, 1947: — 


meeting held on the 14th 


(1) Mr. lleajuddin Bhuiya. 

(2) Mr. L. P. S. Bowner. 

(3) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. 

(4) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Ellahi. 

(5) Mr. Mungturum Jaipuria. 

(6) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan. 

(7) Mr. Humuyun Z. A. Kabir. 

(8) The Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea, m.b.e., c.i.e. 

(9) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(10) l)r. Kumud Sankar Ray. 

(11) Mr. Md. Taufiq. 
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Khan Bahadur CHYAH8UDDIN PATH AN: What has then been the 
* decision? ^ 

• The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: The decision 
has been that compulsory primary education will be given effect to in one- 
fourth of Bengal. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state what is the principle to guide, the Ministry in selecting the 
districts? 

The Hobble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Our idea is 

that the districts which have first imposed education tax will be given first 
preference. But nothing has been finally decided and I cannot give you the 
final decision. 


Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he will follow' the procedure of lottery in the selection 
of the districts? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Certainly 

not. 

Khan Bahadur GHYA8HUDDIN PATH AN: Will the Honble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the idea is to start the scheme w'here the districts 
offer voluntary education tax and who are ready to take this scheme up? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Those who 
had taxed themselves at the very beginning on the starting of the free 
primary education system will be given preference; but as I have said, 
ifbthing has been finally settled. 

Khan Bahadur HYA8HUDDIN PATHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state how many districts have taxed themselves? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: All the 

districts except Midnapore. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Then all the 24 districts will 
get the advantage of the free and compulsory primary education first? 

v Tho Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: No, according 
to priority, namely, the districts who taxed first will get the advantage 
first. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR. Will the Hon’ble Minister please give 
an outline of the scheme wdiich is under consideration and which is e-oiiur 
to be implemented in 1947-48? „ 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Compulsory 
and free primary education will be introduced as has been shown in the 
Free Primary Education Act. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: Has any provision been made in the 
Budget? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I am not sure 
But provision may be made in the Supplementary Budget as soon as it 
is introduced. 


Posting of a Sub-Judge at Darjeeling and a Munsif at Kalimpong. 

*54. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS (on bohalf of Mr. Nagondra Nath 
MaManobish): (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge ofTrudicS 
Defragment be pleased to state if the Government have decided to post— 

(i) Subordinate Judge at Darjeeling (in place of the Munsif) with 
powere of a Subordinate Judge, and 
(it) a Munsif to try civil cases at Ealimpong? 
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(b) If eo, has any such officer been posted? Ii not, do the Government 
propose to post a Subordinate Judge and Munsif at an early date? 

(c) Have the Government decided to post a Subordinate Judge for the 
district of Jalpaiguri alone, as proposed by the then Judicial Minister in 
rt ply to a Amilar question in this Council during the first session of 
1946-47? 

# {( l ) Do the Government propose to appoint Munsif at Alipur Duar to 

try civil cases there? 

MINI8TER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Nagendra Narayan Roy): ( a)(t ) Government have accepted the prin- 
ciple and arrangements are being made to post a regular Subordinate Judge 
at Darjeeling as early as possible and necessary orders will issue as soon 
as the same are completed. 

(u) Government have also decided to post an itinerant Munsif to try 
civil cases of Kur&eong, Kalimpong and Siiiguri. 

{b) Not yet posted. The scheme could not yet be translated into action 
as the difficulties regarding the accommodation of the Civil Court and the 
Munsif at three outlying subdivisions have to be overcome und correspon- 
dence towards such arrangement is in progress. The Government v* ill post 
a Subordinate Judge at Darjeeling and an itinerant Munsif for three ot dying 
subdivisions of Darjeeling district as early as the arrangements ate 
completed. 

(c) The matter is still under consideration. 

(rf) Yes, owing to the shortage in the cadre of Munsif this could not he 
done as yet. As soon as possible a Munsif may be posted to Alipore Duars 
who will also dispose of criminal cases during his spare time. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: With reference to answer (d), will 
this work be his normal work or the Munsif will do such work as he may do 
during the time he can choose to spare? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN ROY: 1 have nothing to 
add to the answer already given. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: It is not clear to me. The answer says 
“will dispose of criminal cases during his spare time”. This may mean 
that time will be set apart for doing criminal work during the week— which 
may be a normal part of his duty — or he may be asked to do such work 
during such time as he can spare after doing his ordinary duties as a 
Munsif. What is contemplated by Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN ROY: That will he taken 
into consideration as the exigency arises. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Arising out of (b) “Not ye v posted. 
The scheme could not yet be translated into action as the difficulties 
regarding the accommodation”, etc., will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to let us know when he will overcome these difficulties? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NAGENDRA NARAYAN ROY: Correspondence is 

going on on this point and 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: When do you expect to overcome these 
difficulties? Approximate time? 

(No Answer.) 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Questions over. The Bengal Maternity Benefit 
(Tea Estates) Bill, 1946 (introduction, consideration and passing). The 
Hon’ble Minister. 



ADJOURNMENT. 


m 


[17th Feb 


The HOfl’ble Mr. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED; I shall not move for tb 
introduction of the Bill today as certain provisions of the Bill are still unde 
consideration and we have not yet come to a decision. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Not moved? 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Yes. 

t? 


The Calcutta Rent Bill, 1946. 


The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: 

Calcutta Kent Bill, 194C, as reported by the 
consideration. 


Sir, I beg to move that tb 
Select Committee be taken inti 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Calcutta Rent Bill 194G 
as reported by the Select Committee, be taken into consideration. 

The question before the House is that the Calcutta Kent Bill, 1946 a 
imported by the Select Committee be taken into consideration. 

The question was put and agreed to. 


: PRESIDENT: As regards taking up of the clauses of the Bill ] 
atraid there ure certain amendments which require previous sanct 
the consideration of the detailed clauses of the Bill must wait 


Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: I have seen some of the amend, 
lnents. They are very badly typed and badly arranged. As they are they 

would create confusion. So, Sir. some time may be given to us so that in 
arranged*? 111 ** “ e<,eSHary a, ' tl<m nisrht be taken «'“• the amendments properly 


Mr. ABDUL RASHID: 


We may go up to clause 4. 


ruTTuwCT.y" 1 - - «•”« 

*2!SZ , i£&? Lm R#HMAN: M - ! ' *" '”“ J •» - 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: 

vious sanction. 


There are several amendments which require pre- 


The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: 

up to clause 5, Sir? 


Are there any such amendments 


Mr, PRE8IDENT: The first one requires previous sanction. So is the 
second one. N os It to 7 also require previous sanction. As such I think 
we < aunot proceed with the consideration of the clauses of the Bill without 

previous sanction ^ A ' j o » » ■ * • * - - 111 

to everybody. 


wv i V h . vi me Dm witnout 

^ not wai * tor a day. And this would be convenient 


The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: All right, Sir. 
i Mr tomn R rf,!!v DENT! 0nlw ’ 0r<ler ' The House stands adjourned till 2-15 


Adjournment. 


The Council then 
1947. 


adjourned till 


2-15 p.m. on Tuesday, the 18th February, 
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MEMBERS ABSENT. 


m 



The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 17th 
February, 1947 : — 

(1) Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud. 

(2) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

(3) Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury. 

(4) Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazal Ellahi. 

(5) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria. 

(6) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(7) Mr. Syed Abdul Mazid. 

(8) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish. 

(9) The Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjea, m.b.e., c.i.e. 

(10) Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray. 

(11) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdor. 

(12) Khan Sahib Maulvi Wahiduzzaman. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1947— No. 8. 


The CbuNCiL met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 18th February, 1947, at 2-15 p.m. being 
the eighth day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 6 2^2) (a) 
of the Governflwht of India Act, 1985. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Hoy, k.c.i.k.) was 
in the Chair. 

Amendments to Non-Official Bills. 

The Hofl’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, before I make my statement 
on 4he Budget Estimates 1 have to give notice of some motions. With 
your permission I would like to give notice of the following amendments : — 

To the motion of Mr. Nur Ahmed regarding the Transfer of Property 
and Indian Registration (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1943, that the Bill be 
referred to a Select Committee, that it be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st October, 1947. 

I also beg to give notice that Mr. Nur Ahmed’s Bill — Bengal Probation 
of #irst Offenders Bill, 1942— be circulated tor the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 31st October, 1947. 

I also beg to give notice that Mr. Nur Ahmed's Bill — The Children 
Amendment Bill, 1943 — be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon by the 31st October, 1947. 

1 also beg to give notice that Mr. Nnr Ahmed’s Indian Registration 
(Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1943, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 31st October, 1947. 

I also beg to give notice that Mr. Nur Ahmed’s Bengal Moneylcn4|f# 
(Amendment) Bill, 1942, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon by tie 31st October, 1947. 

Mr. ^PRESIDENT: Well, a whole series of Bills by Mr. Nur Ahmed! 

Presentation of Budget Estimate for 1947-48 

* 

The Hon'ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: 1 rise to present to the Benga^ 

Legislative Council the Budget Estimates for the year 1947-48. 

These estimates were presented to the other House yesterday and in the 
statement which I made on that occasion 1 reviewed in detail the financial 
position and the budgetary proposals for the current year as well as for4aa 
coining year. In accordance with usual practice, oopies oi that etatemen4 
have been sunplied to honourable members for their convenience. It will, 

1 think, be sfnicient in the circumstances if I confine my present observations 
to the more important features of the estimates. * ^ 

So far ns our basic revenue in the current year is concerned — and by basiq 
revenue I mean the total revenue less grants from the Centre for financing 
unproductive Development Projects — it appears that the yield will be verm 
nearly what Was anticipated at the Budget stage, hamely 32 crores. It Js 
tote that compared with the original estimates we shall be down by 1 eras re 
under Income-tax according to the latest information furnished by the 
government of India. We are also likely to be down by 50 lakhs under 
oalee Tax owing to disturbance of normal trading conditions in the middle 
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of the year. But these are going to be compensated very largely by increased 
yields from other sources inc^iding 60 lakhs under Customs and 60 lakhs 
funder Stamps. The growth ft^der Customs is due to enhancement of the 
*' Central export duty on Jute with effect from October Iasi; and that under 
Stamps is distributed evenly between Judicial and non-Judicial. In total, 
as I have said, there will be little variation between our original and revised 
estimates so far as Revenue receipts are concerned. 

In regard to our basic expenditure, that is to say, the total expenditure 
on Revenue account less the expenditure on non-productive Development 
Projects financed by outright grants from the Centre, our original estimate 
is likely to be exceeded by 3J erores. This is due to an increafid expenditure 
of 3 erores under “Famine Relief” and 2 k erores under “Miscellaneous” 
counterbalanced by a reduction of about 2 erores in respect of ordinary 
expenditure under Agriculture, Irrigation and Civil Works. The increase 
under Famine Relief is due partly to large scale purchase of accessory 
foodstuff and partly to distribution of gratuitous relief on a wider scale than 
was originally anticipated. The increase under “Miscellaneous” is accounted 
for by a provision of 61 lakhs for the relief of refugees from Bihar and* a 
ciore and 80 lakhs for the relief of other refugees. It also includes 7 lakhs 
for the Calcutta Disturbances Commission of Enquiry. The decrease under 
Agriculture amounts to half a (Tore out of which 25 lakhs is due to reduction 
of Jute Regulation stuff and the balance to smaller expenditure on Grow 
More Food Schemes. The decrease under Irrigation and Civil Works totalling 
about 1£ crore is due to slower progress of work. 

The result of this increase of ,‘U erores under revenue expenditure is that 
the revenue deficit of a little less than 10 erores visualised at the Budget 
stage now stands enhanced at about 18 erores. 

The House will recall that we started the year with an opening balance 
of 7$ erores. We thus require a further 5 J erores to close the gap between 
revenue and expenditure in the current \oar. Also we must have an opening 
balance of at least 2J erores in the coming year. This means a total 
additional requirement of 8 erores in the current year. 

In November last we moved the Government of India for requisite 
finifeci&l assistance to enable us to break even on our revenue account and 
ito open the coming year with a moderate balance in hand. Although we 
have had no reply to our representation as yet we earnestly hope that the 
requisite financial assistance will be forthcoming from the Centre. In the 
meantime, for the purpose of these estimates the uncovered gap between 
receipt and expenditure has been closed by short-term borrowing. 

Let me now turn to the estimates for 1947-48. On the assumption that 
there will be no untoward incidents obstructing the inflow of revenue or 
iffeoessitating any large scale outlay on abnormal and unforeseen items, the 
gap between revenue and expenditure in the coming year is estimated at 6 
erores against 13 erores in the Revised estimates for the current year. This 
mwovement of 7 erores in the revenue position is the joint result of an 
improvement in revenue receipts to the extent of 3J erores and a decrease 
irr abnormal expenditure by an equivalent amount. 


The principal items responsible for the improvement in revenue receipts 
are an increase ot 1J crore under Income-tax, 70 lakhs undw Customs, 
25 Jjdchs under Excise and 90 lakhs under Other Taxes. The increase 


Upder Income-tax is based on the latest estimates furnished* by the 
Government of India and presumably includes arrears which could not be 
ejected this year owing to disturbed conditions in Calcutta, Bombay and 
ofppr places. The increase jftider Customs is due to the operation of the 
enkpnoed export duty on Jute for full twelve months in the coming year. The 
improved yield under Excise is due to uon-recurrence of the current year’s 
dtaroose in revenue owing to the closure of excise shops in disturbed areas. 
Dfider Other Taxes, the improvement is due to an increase of 50 |akhs under 



1947.] PRESENTATION OF BUDGET ESTIMATE. MB 

gales Tax, 30 lakhs under tlie Tax on Motor Spirit and 5 lakhs each under 
Electricity Duty and Entertainment* Tax. The increase under Sales Tax 
is based on the assumption that the depression in business brought about by 
disturbed conditicps in the current year will disappear in the coming vear 
and trade in consumer goods will thrive. The improvement in revenue from 
Motor Spirit Sales Tax is due to the operation of the enhanced rate throughout 
the year as against a few mouths only in the current year. The improvement 
under Electricity Duty and Entertainment Tax is based on the 
assumption that conditions will continue to be normal in regard to the 
functioning of Cinema Houses and the consumption of electrical energy. 

The decrease in expenditure is made up of a reduction of 3 crores under 
Famine Relief and lj crore under Miscellaneous for the relief of riot victims 
and refugees; counterbalanced, to some extent, bv ail increase of 76 lakhs 
under Police. The increase under Police is due to the absence of any 
contribution from the Centre in the coming year towards the upkeep of the 
Police Force in the Province. The decrease under Famine Relief is based on 
the assumption that there will be no widespread scarcity in the coming year. 
The reduced provision under “Miscellaneous” is based on the continuance 
of relief measures pending permanent rehabilitation of riot victims and 
refugees. » 

Even with the improvement in revenue and decrease in abnormal 
expenditure our revenue deficit in 1947-48 is, as I have already stated, likely 
to amount to 6 crores. This has l>een provisionally covered in the Estimates 
by borrowing in the form of Treasury Bills. The real solution of the 
problem lies, as the House is aware, in a revision ol the financial settlement 
between the» Centre and the Province, pending which there is no other course 
open to us than to ask for ad hoc financial assistance from the Government 
of India from year to year. 

Let me now review briefly some of the imjxirtaut items of expenditure 
for which provision has been made in the Revised Estimates for the current 
year and the Budget Estimate for 1947-48. 

Agriculture. 

The activities of the Agriculture Department arc <0 present conoentrfted , 
on the Development Programme and the Grow More Food Campaign. k 
Under the former tin* estimated expenditure during 1947-48 is 2 emres out 
of which 1 crore 28 lakhs has been provided under Civil Works for the 
acquisition of land and construction of requisite buildings. The following 
are some of the more important items included in the Development 
Programme : — 

(i) Training of technical personnel. — Paucity of trained personnel has 
constituted a serious handicap to Agriculture in this Province. 
With a view to remove this handicap the Bengal Agricultural 
Institute, Dacca, which was originally equipped for training/itJj 
graduates per year has now been expanded to turn put 
40 graduates every’ year and it is promised to expand it further 
to enable it to produce 150 graduates every year. The three 
Agricultural Schools, at Dacca, Ciiinsura ana Daulatpur ate 
being reorganised and a new school has been started at 
Gnibandha for the training of 100 Agricultural Deraonstia|tors 
every year. A scheme for the establishment of Agricultural 
Centres for the training of ex-soldiers has also been taken in band. 
These Centres are proposed to he set up in the districts of Dacca,* 
Noakhali, Chittagong, Tippera, Faridput and Bakarganj. ' / 

(u) Agricultural Resedrch . — A comprehensive reorganisation tof 
Agricultural Research is being undertaken with a view to make 
it an effective instrument for all-round development 
Agriculture. Increased facilities far Agricultural Research ifce 
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being provided at the Central Research Farm at Dacca. The 
Horticultural Section at Krishnagar is being reorganised for a 
comprehensive research into the fruit and fruit products industry 
of the Province. A scheme has also been formplated for intensive 
research on sugarcane cultivation. 

(Hi) Animal Husbandry . — The most important scheme for the 

development of Animal Husbandry is the Central Livestock 
Research-cum-Breeding Station at Haringhata. The work was 
taken up sometime back and considerable progress has already 
been made. It is also proposed to undertake a scheme for the 
improvement of the quality of cattle, goats and poultry by 
scientific breeding and livestock breeding farms are proposed 
to be established at Kalimpong and Chittagong. A scheme has 
been formulated for the salvage of dry cows in Calcutta and 
surrounding areas by removing them to a farm at Chuadanga. 

In regard to Grow More Food Schemes, a Five-Year programme has been 
drawn up with the ultimate object of reaching a target of 4} lakhs of tons 
of additional foodgrains in the fifth year. This includes among other things 
reclamation of 00,000 acres of waste land, sinking of tube-wells for irrigation 
purposes, distribution of manure and various kinds of seeds and seedlings. 

Fisheries. 

The Department of Fisheries which was revived in 1942 with a staff of 
J Director, 3 District Fishery Officers and 5 Field Assistants has now been 
expanded so as to include in addition 4 Assistant Directors, 9 Superintendents, 
30 District Fishery Officers and 90 Fishery Overseers. Proposals for the 
further development of the Department are under consideration of 
Government. Among important schemes of Development undertaken by the 
Department are the exploitation of coastal and estuarine fisheries and 
improvement of tank fisheries on an extensive scale. Fish-curing yards are 
being established at Contai and Cox’s Bazar and for the rehabilitation of 
fishermen, yam suitable for the preparation of fishing nets is being 
distributed under the supervision of the Director of Fisheries. 

Medioal and Public Health. mii 

In the Medical Budget, a grant of 1 lakh 36 thousand has been provided 
for the Islamia Hospital during the current year and of 2 lakhs 36 thousand 
for 1947-48 with a view to enable the Institution to make suitable 
improvements in its equipment and accommodation. A number of important 
Development Projects lias also been taken in hand. A Medical College was 
opened at Dacca in July, 1946. A new hospital with 500 beds is also 
proposed to be opened in the old College building at Dacca. It is 
proposed to establish by May, 1947, a temporary Medical College in 
the Lake area in Calcutta with a temporary 1,000 bed<W hospital attached to 
if. The Government of India will meet the entire cost of the College and 
80 per cent, of the cost of the Hospital. Steps have already been taken for 
the conversion of the Campbell Medical School into a Medical College with 
the provision of 100 additional beds. It will not be possible to open this 
OoJIege before July, 1948. The intervening time will be taken up in the 
construction of buildings required for the purpose. The establishment of a 
modern Infectious Diseases Hospital in Calcutta, with 750 beds is another 
important project under contemplation. It is proposed to commence the 
oonitruction of the requisit^buildings in the coming year. A Tuberculosis 
Hospital has been started at Kan chra para with 216 beds in the current year. 
Next year’s Budget includes provision for further expansion and 
development. The Public Health Budget for the coming year contains a 
provision of one lakh for Health Publicity propaganda. * 
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Eduoation. 

In the Education Budget, several important provisions have been made 
for the advancement of Muslim education. The first is the creation of a 
special fund called the “Muslim Education Fund” in the current year with 
a contribution of 4| lakhs. This has been raised to 10 lakhs (including 
36,000 for Medical) m 1047-48. This fund provides for the award of stipends 
to promising school and college students, special grants to madrassas and 
special scholarships for technical education abroad. The next item is the 
opening, at a cost of about 3 lakhs, of ten hostels in Calcutta for 
accommodation of Muslim students, some of the hostels being established in 
the current year. Necessary provision has also been made for the teaching 
of a larger number of Muslim students in the Islamia College and the 
Presidency College. For the coming year there is a provision of about 2 
lakhs for increased allotment to old scheme Madrassas and Farkania 
Madrassas. Other important provisions include 2 \ lakhs for additional grants 
to Secondary Schools for boys and girls and 1 lakh for additional grants to 
non-Government Arts Colleges for men and women. For the advancement 
of education of the members of Scheduled Castes an additional provision of 
5 lakhs has been included in the estimates for 1947-4S. A Buddhist 
Education Fund has also been created with a contribution of 16,000 with 
efiect from the coming year. In the “Development Programme” under 
Fducalion the provision of 10 lakhs made in the current year for 
encomagement of post-graduate research has been omitted. The provision 
for increasing the salaries of Primary School teachers has been enhanced 
from 20 lakhs in 1040-47 to 54 lakhs in 1947-48 with a view to increase 
the pay of untrained non-matriculate staff. In 1047-48 provision has 
been made for establishment of a new College of Engineenng at Dacca 
and the development of the Ahsanullah School of Engineering at the same 
place. Provision has also been made for the training of staff of Primary 
Training Schools and of teachers of Nursery Schools, equipment of private 
colleges, overseas training of new students and the establishment of 
additional high schools for girls. Another important item included in the 
programme is the development and extension of the Islamia College, Calcutta. 
This College is to be shifted to a new site in the outskirts of the city and 
for this purpose 2,000 acres of land are proposed to be acquired. A provision 
of44ikhs has been made under “Civil Works” to cover the cost of 
acquisition of land required for this scheme. 

For the development of Anglo-Indian and European education next year’s 
Estimate includes additional provision of 4 lakhs for grants to non- 
Government schools and for improvement and extension of two Government 
schools at Kurseong. 


Irrigation. 

Among Irrigation Projects for which provision has been included in these 
estimates the most important is the Mor Reservoir Project for which half a 
crore has been provided in the Revised Estimates for the current year and 
about a crore and a half in the Budget for the coming year. Preliminary 
action is also being taken for setting up of a suitable administrative and 
executive machinery for the improvement of the Damodar Valley Area by 
flood control, irrigation and generation of electrical power. 

MtsoeUaneout. 

Among other schemes which call for special mention are the North 
ywjrtta Rural Electrification Scheme for which 44 lakhs has been provided 
? the next year’s Budget and the Kanchrapara Area Development Scheme 
f0 * *kich 50 lakhs has been provided in the current year and 60 lakhs in 
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1947-48. This scheme involves the acquisition of the U.S. Army site 
Kanchrapara measuing about 14,000 aares with a view to develop it i 
industrial, residential and other purposes. 

Civil Works. 

The provision for Boad Development in the Civil Works Budget has be 
estimated at a crore and 32 laths in the coming year. The provision i 
buildings amounts to 2 crores 90 lakhs, the largest items being 1 crc 
18 lakhs for buildings required by the Medical Department and 75 lakhs i 
buildings required by the Agriculture Department. A special Buildi 
Section has been attached to the Agriculture Department with a view 
expedite construction work as far as possible. 

I need not detain the House any longer over the details of proje< 
included in these estimates since these have been set forth fully in the B 
Book circulated to honourable members. 

The House is well aware of the fact that Bengal’s financial difficult: 
date back from pre-Autonomy days when the iniquitous Meston. Awa 
deprived her of trie means to promote the welfare of her people and 
provide them with reasonable standards of administration. The Nieme> 
Award on which the present financial adjustment between the Centre a 
the Provinces is based completely overlooked the accumulated deficietici 
of past years and failed to provide for the growing needs of the future, 
did no more than provide for a temporary balancing of the Provinci 
Budget on the extremely meagre standards which were prevailing in 19?: 
The Award did not stand the strain of hard realities. During the War wh 
other Provinces reaped the benefit of large scale industiial and commere 
operations based on military requirements, Bengal, by reason of her clc 
proximity to the actual theatre of War in the East, had to bear the fi 
brunt of its disrupting effects 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of information, Sir. T 
Hon’ble Minister is reading something which we cannot find in the print 

Budget. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: This is an addition. 

Now, Sir, the disastrous famine which was a direct result of the disloc 
tion of her internal economy and transport system dealt her a blow fro 
which she has not as yet recovered. 

Its effect has been clearly reflected in the emergence of enormo 
deficits in her Budget year after year while all other major Provinces we 
piling up substantial reserves of revenue. It is now admitted on all hap 
that a fair and equitable allocation of financial resources between the Tent 
and the Province is essential if Bengal is to recover her financial equilibria! 
In particular the whole of the export duty on jute which is hers by i 
canons of financial propriety should be assigned to her. Pending the re^ 
sion of this financial adjustment there is no other course open to us tin 
to ask for ad hot financial assistance from year to year. 

Conclusion. 

So far as the presentation of next year’s Budget is concerned, I have don 
I have, endeavoured to place before the House not only a bird’s eyeview < 
the financial position but also the implication! of some of our importai 
financial commitments in ^spect of long-term projects of improvement. 1 
no other Province in India is the problem of economic reconstruction so va; 
and so complex as it is in Bengal where we have to overcome the handicaj 
imposed by long vears of poverty and neglect in the past. There can be n 
difference of opinion as to our needs and objectives. What group or part 
ii there which does not aspire to improve the lot of the masses, to lift tb 
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ttltivatorout of his tragic poverty and ill-health, to infuse the ray of hope 
rhere there no w broods the aarknees of despair? When such are our common 
deals and objectives there sHeuld be no obstacle to a united effort to secure 
heir fulfilment. With this hope and in this spirit I commend the Budget 
x> the consideration of the House. 

# Calcutta Tramway 8trike. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, may I mention an important and 
urgent matter ? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. Yes, what is it? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: I have tabled a short-notice question 
regarding the Calcutta Tramway Strike and l have also informed the 
Bon’blfc Leader of the House about it. May 1 enquire if he will be pleased 
to make a statement on this very important question? 

The Hon'ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed, 
the Minister concerned in the matter, is not present here today. So, I can- 
not sa> whether he is prepared to make a statement on the mutter or not, 
but 1 shall bring the matter to his notice. If lie agrees, then I have no 
louht that lie^will make a statement on a suitable du,\ . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is suggested that Friday should he a holiday. 
Hie idea is this that if we do not sit on Friday then there will be contiguous 
iff days, namely, Friday. Saturday and Sunday and we are already having 
iff days 04 the 1 9th and 20th. So is it the general desire of the House that 
re do not meet on Friday ? 

Mr. KAMI N I KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, we have no objection. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is Government agreeable to that? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Yes. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Monday 
‘ext. 

Adjournment 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Monday, the 24th February, 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 

,i ' _ . *' * 

* 

First Session, 1947— Mo. 9. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Monday, the 24th February, 1947, at 2-15 p.m. being 
$he ninth day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 62(2) (a) 
of thfc Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Embankment in the saline water in Ghittagong. 

*&£ Mr. AL-HAd YAR ALI KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Department of Irrigation and Waterways be pleased to state 
what are the reasons for issuing Government letter No. 1495/1, dated the 
25th June, 1942, to the Commissioner, Chittagong Division, preventing 
erection of dam or embankment in the saline water area in the district of 
Chittagong P 

(b) Are the Government aware of erection of dam in Sonaichari Khal in 
village Manikpathan, police-station Banskhali, Chittagong, in open violatipt 
of above Government circular? 

(c) Why is no criminal prosecution started against the persons concerned 
in spite of complaint by the public? 

MINI8TER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION and 
WATER WAY8 (the Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjea): Sir, instead of 
reading the printed answer I may give the information I have received 
since the printing of the answer. * 

(a) The order was issued in order to check indiscriminate blocking of 
khals and other natural passages of water. The previous permission of 
the Collector in consultation with the Superintending Engineer has been 
made obligatory in connection with any proposal for the construction of 
damSy embankments, etc., in the area in question. 

(b) and (c) One Maulvi Emtazul Huq Chowdhury constructed a Jempo- 
, dam for the purpose of keeping out saline water. W r hen it came to 
1 the notice of the Subdivisional Officer (Civil), Maulvi Emtazul Huq Chow- 
dhury was asked to remove the dam or to apply for permission to the 
Collector for its retention. 

Teesta Valley Barrage Scheme. 

Si. Mr. C. MORGAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Irrigation ana Waterways be pleased to state what are the 
main features of the Teeata Valley Barrage Scheme, including particulars 
of the site of the barrage and its height? 

(b) What is the present position of the scheme? 

(c) What ii*the total estimated cost of the scheme, capital and Acurring? 

(d) How is it proposed to finance the scheme? 

' (e) What new road alignments are proposed to take the place of the 
existing Kalimpong and Peshok roads in so far as these will be under water? 

(/) When is ft proposed to begin work on the scheme? 

(?) When is it effected that the scheme will be completed? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MfUKHERJEA: ■ (a) The mi 

features of the Teesta Valley projects are — 

(t) Resusditation of the dead and dying rivers of North Bengal; 

(it) Irrigation on a large scale in North Bengal; 

(Hi) Generation of hydro-electrical power for industrial atod domes' 
use ; 

(tv) Navigation in the reservoirs and resuscitated rivers of North Bengi 
(v) Pisciculture ; . 

(vi) Recreational facilities. 

It is proposed to build dams and a barrage on the Teesta at suitable plaw 
Their location and height will be determined on completion of necessa: 
survey and investigation. 

a Investigation about the scheme including survey, collection 
ogical data and geological investigation are proceeding for plannir 
the scheme. 

(?) It- is not. possible to give an idea of the total cost of the scheme ti 
the investigations are completed. 

(d) This will be decided when the costs are known. 

(e) The roads that will go under water will depend on the location ar 
height of the dams. They will have to be re-aligned above reservoir leve 
The itew alignments have not been fixed yet. 

(/) an d ((f) It is too early to say when the w’ork will styrt or*finish. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister says in (/) “It is tc 
early to say when the work will start or finish’’. Does he refer to the actus 
concrete w’ork? If he means that I can understand it. But, Sir, wdien 
came down from Gielle Khola I saw’ the Forest Department already clearin 
up the forests on both sides of the river. When I asked them they said thf 
fhev were clearing before the Irrigation Department took up the wor 
ri^ht dow’n from the top on both sides of the river. Has the Hon’bl 
Minister no information on that point ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: 1 do not follow 
clearly what answer the honourable member wants. Certainly we hav 
information about this work. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Morgan w r ants to know’ whether Governmen 
have got any information with regard to the w’ork they have alread 
started? ‘ > 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: These works wer 
|aken up by the Forest Department. 

Mr. G. MORGAN: What I mean is that the Forest Department ha 
already begun clearing jungles on both sides of the river near Giel KhoL 
and that is for the barrage, we understand. What the Hon’ble Ministe: 
aays is that it is not yet decided where the site of the barrage will be 
I want to know if he hag further information on that subject. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: The Irrigatioi 

Department has got no information on that subject. 

Mr. RIREN ROY : Arising out of the question and out #f the answer ii 
(e) “It is not possible to give an idea of the total cost of the scheme till 
the investigations are completed”, in any case has the scheme been ajpproved 
by Government that it will be taken up or is it under consideration still 
not knowing what the cost will be? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: _ Umless the scheme 
has finally materialised it is not possible to give any idea as regards the 
QOSt. * *. 
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Mr. WREN ROY: Therefor! the scheme has not vet been approved bv 
Qoveramettt. That is what I want to know. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Naturally. In the 
ofreumstances how can it be approved? 

Then the whole question falls through because the 
Hon'ble Minister says that the scheme has not yet been approved and 
therefore the question of starting or finishing the work cannot be answered 
But then Mr. Morgan says that he asked the officers of the Forest Depart- 
ment there and they said that the works have partially started on both sides 
o£ GhjI Khola and the Teesta River. The Hon’ble Minister said that the 
scheme has not yet been approved by the Government. Are we to under- 
hand ithat amounts are being spent without the approval for the scheme 1 

The Hsn’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: I am afraid the 
lonourable member has misunderstood the point. Work is quite different 
Tom scheme. I said that the scheme unless it is finally laid out cannot 
be approved. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Therefore the scheme, namely, the Teesta Valley 
Barrage Scheme, has been approved by Government, that it will be taken 
up without knowing the oost and the outlay entailing on the Government 
to complete the scheme. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: The honourable 

nember ha* again misunderstood the issue. Government intends to take 
ip the scheme but how can they approve of it unless it is finally formulateiT 
ind presented to Government. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: How could the work in this connection be taken in 
land without the scheme having been approved ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: No work lias been 
aken up by the Irrigation Department. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In view of the statement of Mr. Morgan that some 
?ork has been taken up 


The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: 

department; not by the Irrigation Department. 


May be by the ForesJ 


Mr. PRESIDENT: In connection with the scheme Mr. Morgan wants 
o know whether you have any further information to give. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: We have no further 

nformation. 


Mr. BIREN ROY: In view of the statement of the Hon’ble Minister 
I' a Government have not yet accepted the scheme as they have not yet 
If? details of cost, etc., will it be possible for Government to have the 
! ejails obtained within u reasonable time, say before June 1948? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Certainly— much 
earlier than that. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: In how many months? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: It is rather difficult 
w »ay m exactly how many months. 

RDY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be in a position to state 
1948? F ^ overnniellt have accepted the scheme or not by or before June 


Mr. 1MRAK NATH MUKHERJEA: I have alri 
* « will be done much earlier. ^ May be in the course of the yi 


said 
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Mr* HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Arising out of answer (a)(vi) M It is 
proposed to build dams and a barrage on the Teesta at suitable places. 
Their location and height will be determined on completion of necessary 
survey and investigation. May I know when the survey and investigation 
work has commenced P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: I cannot tell it 
exactly but it is still in progress. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: May I know, Sir, when it will be com- 
pleted P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHER4EA: Sir, I have already 
said “in the course of the year”. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: The scheme comes after survey. 

Damodar Valley Project. 

57. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Department of Irrigation and Waterways be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the setting up of a statutory body under the name 
and style of the Damodar Valley Corporation with autonomous powers has 
been decided upon by the Bengal Government in consultation and in co-opera- 
tion *with the Central Government and the Government of Bihar? 

(b) Will the Government be pleased to give a short outline of the aims 
*of tne project and the benefits likely to accrue to the people of Bengal in 

carrying it into fruition? What area and how many people are likely to be 

benefited P 

( c ) When will the abovenamed Damodar project be carried into 
execution P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: (a) There is a proposal 

of setting up the corporation, but final decision about it has not yet been 
taken. The matter will come up for discussion in the next Damodar 
Conference ut Delhi which will be held shortly. 

(b) The project envisages the construction of a series of dams and 
reservoirs, canals, transmission lines, etc., serving the following purposes:— 

(t) Flood control. 

(it) Irrigation. 

(Hi) Generation of power. 

(tv) Navigation. 

( v ) Industrial and domestic water-supply. 

(ri) Other related activities. 

In Bengal a very large number of people in the districts of Burdwan, 
Howrah, Hooghly and Bankura will be benefited. 

(c) The work is expected to be started as soon as final decision is taken 
about the matter after the next Damodar Conference and the necessary stall 
and materials are procured. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Can the Hon’ble Minister adduce any 
reason why he has ohanged the answer as pointed in (a) towards tfye end? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is itP 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: My Question is if the Hon’ble Minister 
will s&rae give any reasons to why he has change^ the answer in (a) ** 
the ~ # 
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The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK HATH MUKHERJEA: Sir, I hm only 
changed the date whioh was the 13th of February next, because the* Confer- 
ence was postponed as Bihar Ministers could not go to the Conference owing 
to the no-confidence motion that was being discussed in the Bihar 
Assembly, and a final date has not yet been fixed 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Did the Hon’ble Minister himself go? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Yes, I was proceed- 
ing but was recalled owing to that reason. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of any 
future date for the Conference? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: We are in 

correspondence with Bihar and Delhi, but a final date has not yet been 
fixed. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state whether 
tha previous scheme, namely, the Teesta Valley Barrage Scheme and the 
Damodar Valley Project are practically complementary or similar to each 
other ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: They are independ- 
ent schemes; one has no connection with the other. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: May be independent but they are nonetheless 
similar projects. Will the Hon’ble Minister therefore be pleased to apprise 
us of the cost of the projects and might have given us some idea of it while 
replying to the previous question (No. 5G) ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Each case has got 
to be judged on its own merits and requirements and it is not possible to 
compare one scheme with another and also to give an idea of the cost. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister please give 
us an approximate idea of the cost regarding the Damodar Valley Project? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: The total scheme 
including flood control, irrigation, generation of power, will be costing 
Rs. 55 crores. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Who will beur the whole cost,— what 
will be Bengal’s share of the cost? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: The entire scheme 
will be financed by a loan which the Centre has promised. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Are the Government in a position, if the scheme 
is not financed by the Centre, to finance this 55-crore scheme independently? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Since the Centro 
has already agreed to a loan, I submit this question does not arise. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: It arises in this way, because it is a similar 
project to the Teesta Valley Barrage Scheme and we want to know whether 
this Government will be in a position to finance the scheme which will cost 
in the neighbourhood of 55 to GO crores of rupees? If Government will 
not or may not be in a position to do so, what is the use of spending so 
much money ‘on investigation, etc..*...... 

TN Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: That question does 
not arise in this case, as I have already pointed out. 

Mr. LALIT CHAHDRA DAS: How much of the cost wilfc^e Bihar 
Government bear? 
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Th# Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: That has not yet 

Veen finally settled, but it is premature ’bo make statement at the present 
■stage * regarding cost and other things; details have not yet been finally 
settled. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8. Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
if the Damodar Valley Project can be taken up before June, 1948, the 
date-line ? * 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: The work will be 
taken up as soon as it is finally settled at the next Conference. 

8hort-notioe question. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: 1 had put in a short-notice question 
regarding the Tramways strike and the Hon'ble Finance Minister assured 
me that a statement would be made on it. The matter is very urgent and 
I understand there is a tussle and a tug of war going on between the 
Tramways and the Calcutta Corporation with regard to the price pf 
tickets 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: What is your point? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: It is this, that the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister assured me that a statement on the matter would be made 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: What assurance? Was any assurance given? 

* Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR. Yes, Sir, last Monday an assuranct 
was given 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: So far as I remember you wanted the Hon’ bit 
Commerce Minister to make a statement but he said that he was nol 
prepared to make a statement 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Yes, Sir, I mentioned the matter the 
other day and in reply to that the Hon’ble Finance Minister told the House 
that when the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin would come on Monday he would 
make a statement and the Hon’ble Finance Minister promised to mention 
the matter to him. He also gave me an assurance. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, I promised to inform thf 
Hon’ble Minister about it, but I did not give him any assurance. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. The Hon’ble Minister concerned was not present. 
So who could give the assurance? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir, I could not give him 
any assurance. As a matter of fact, when on the last day I presented the 
Budget before the House I bad a temperature of 101 and I was not able 
to contact the Hon’ble Minister in charge— — 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sorry; but will you convey .the idea 
of this House to him today P 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. 

Government Bills. 

The Bengal Protection and Conservation of Fisheries Bill, 1947. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The second item of today’s agenda is the Calcutta 
Rent Bill and the third item is the Bengal Protection and Conservation of 
Fisheries Bill. I propose to take up the third item first to give the 
Hon’ble Minister in oharge an opportunity to move the introduction of the 
Bill. 
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Thi Hon’ble Mr. AHMAD H088AIN: Sir, I beg to introduce the 
Bengal Protection and Conservation of Fisheries Bill, 1947, I als 9 beg to 
give notice t# «nove for consideration of the Bill * % ' * „ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: When do you propose to do it? # ' v . 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMAD H088AIN: On [the 26th February. I gave 
notice on the 17th, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You want to move for consideration on the 26th, 
that is, day after tomorrow'? But the time is too short. The point is 
this: I must give some time to tho honourable members to put in 
amendments to the consideration of the Bill and to the clauses of the Bill. 
Is it a big Bill? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMAD HOS8AIN: No. Sir. it is a small Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: How' many clauses? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMAD H08SAIN: 11 clauses. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If there is no objection, shall we fix tomorrow for 
putting in amendments? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No, Sir, the time is very short. We 
want sufficient time and we would like to take it up in accordance with 
the Rules. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is nothing irregular in it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Of course, Sir, it is your power, un- 
limited power, hut 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I quite understand your point. I must give 
adequate time to the honourable members hut I should also accommodate 
the Hon’ble Minister to move the Bill at short notice. When do you 
suggest that the Bill should he moved for consideration? If it is not 
moved tomorrow' then it cannot he moved before the 11th of March. Do 
rou agree to this? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Yes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMAD H088AIN: Yes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case amendments may be sent in by 
Saturday next, botli to the motion that the Bill he taken into considera- 
tion as well as to the clauses of the Bill. 


The Calcutta Rent Bill, 1946. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House will now take up the Calcutta RenJ 
Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I beg to move that the 
Calcutta Rent Bill, 1946, be taken into consideration. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That has already been accepted by the House. 


Clause 1. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

, Mr. NUR AHMEO: Sir, I beg to move that in sub-clause (4) of 
clause I of the Bill for the figure “1948” in line 2, the figure "1949*' be 
aobstituted. This is a very simple amendment the purpose of which is to 
extend the time-limit. In the original Bill the figure “1949” was put 
©ot m the Select Committee it was reduced by one year. At that time it 
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wag thought thaj the Bill would be passed in the House and put on the 
statute Book in 1946. Unfortunately owing to certain unforeseen incidents 
the guild not be taken up and passed into law in 1§46. So it is 
necessary th# the time-limit should be extended. 

Mr* PRESIDENTS Amendment moved that in sub-clause ( 4 ) of 
clause 1 of the Bill for the figure “1948” in line 2, the figure “1949” be 
substituted. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8S Sir, I beg to oppose the amendment. 
The alteration made by the Select Committee, namely, 1948 should remain. 
After all it is a temporary Bill. The Select Committee has provided that 
the Provincial Government may, by notification, direct that it shall remain 
in force for a further period not exceeding three years. When there is 
already a provision like this there is no meaning in extending this period. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE. Sir, I rise to support this motion. The amend- 
ment actually restores the date that originally appeared in the Bill and 
my reasons for suggesting an additional year are that accommodation in 
Calcutta and in other large centres is unlikely to be more easily obtainable 
during the period for which we now seek to retain control. Signs that 
'there will be great distress for people seeking accommodation are already 
there and it is in our opinion urgently necessary that the control provided 
for in the Bill should remain. 

i Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, I rise to oppose the amendment. Mr. Clarke, 

I think, is sometimes inconsistent. He has already given notices of some 
amendments which will come up later. Being one of the biggest land- 
' lords in Calcutta he thinks that this amendment is not going to hit him 
for he may have a class of clientele very different from that of ours. He 
was one of the members of the Select Committee and he was a dissenting 
voice so also was Mr. Nur Ahmed, s I quite appreciate Mr. Nur Ahmea 
suddenly withdrawing all his amendments to clause 1 which wanted to 
extend the Bill to some municipalities near about Calcutta where the 
housing conditions are far more difficult than in Calcutta itself and also 
to other bigger towns as Howrah, Dacca, Darjeeling and Chittagong on 
the advice of his party but he has stuck to this thing about “1949” 
although there is a provision as my honourable friend Mr. Das has pointed 
out that it will continue to be in force for a period of another three years 
after 1948 if the Government so chose it. Now’ June 1948, as we all know, 
is the date when Mr. Clarke or many like him may go away and if they 
choose to go away many houses will fall vacant and therefore we can move 
into those houses or those who will desire those houses can move in there 
and therefore it will not be so very difficult to get much more accommoda- 
tion than what Mr. Clarke thinks we would get; and besides, the Govern- 
ment are trying to bring in bills like this without looking after those 
persons who are trying to build houses, those who are trying for some 
cement or some iron rods for even their own premises instead everything 
is going to the black-market in spite of the fact that the Central Govern- 
ment has now relieved itself of its responsibility in the matter of discharg- 
ing all these controls. (Mr. G. Morgan : No, no.) Steel, at least not 
cement but steel. Not one single piece of rod can now be purchased in 
the market at less than four times the controlled price whereas even six 
months ago when the supply was still difficult with war condition, riots 
and other things in Calcutta, i.e., when conditions were not so peaceful, 
steel was available and available on permits from the Central Government 
offices. What is the reason when everything is controlled by this Govern- 
ment here that things disappear. Ana if you allow the people to build 
their small houses they will not go into rent at exorbitant cost which 
;4hey think of course is exorbitant even when Government is allowing a 
10 per cent, increment on rentals which prevailed in December 1941 at a 
4 time when people were willing to give their houses to somebody just to 
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stay in or look after even for a petty sum of money because everybody waa 
leaving and most of my friends on the other side jil |p Jaerhaps- 

were not within this territory and such members coming from cmtsfde Cal- 
cutta being larger in numbers than we the Calcutta members here out- 
vote us on all practical points, now my suggestion to them would be to* 
acquire all these houses just as they are taking the zemindaris and so on 
ana pay us so that we can clear out. That is the best thing to do and 
better it is done before June, 1948. 


The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: 1 accept the amendment on 
the ground that things will not come to normal by September, 1948, and 
the conditions obtaining now being abnormal sufficient time should be 
given for this Act to remain in force. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is 
that in sub-clause (4) of clause 1 of the Bill for the figure “1948” in line 
2, the figure “1949” be substituted. 

The question was put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES — 28. 


Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. 8u!tanuddln Ahmed. 

Ral Bahadur Ohirandra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Raa)uddin Bhuiya. 

Khan Bahadur 8yed Abdur Ratld Chow- 
dhury. 

Mr. Choudhury Moazzem Hussain. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

Mr. 8yed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. Yusuf All Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. E. D. Doyne. 

Khan Bahadur 8helkh Fazal Ellahi. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque. 


Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Salyed MuammigMUt* 
Hosain. 

Mr. Latafat Hossain. 

Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Md. Jan.. 
Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latin. 

Mr. George Morgan. 

Mr. T. B. Nlmmo. 

Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Satlsh Chandra 8en. 

Mr. Md. Tauhq. 

Khan 8ahlb Maulvi Wahlduzzaman. 

HaJI Md. Yusuf. 


N0E8-8. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 

Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das. 

Mr. Satlsh Chandra Jana. 

Ral Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maltra. 


Mr. Blren Roy. 

Mr. Biswanath Roy. 

Mr. Patiram Roy. 

Mr. Charu Chandra 8anyat. 


Ayes being 26 and Noes 8 the amendment was agreed to. 

Alhadj Khan Bahadur SHAIKH MUHAMMAD JAN: Sir, 1 beg to* 
move that in clause 1 of the Bill, the following be added at the end of 
sub-clause (4), namely: — 

“but it shall not affect the rent of buildings constructed after 1943”. 

Sir, under the provisions of this Bill which this House is discussing 
today every house and premises is subject to a standard rent irrespective of 
the cost of the house or premises, which provides only 10 per cent, increase 
over the old rent prevailing in 1941. In my opinion this is a great 
injustice to the landlords and therefore I have suggested in my amend- 
ment that those houses which had been constructed after 1943 should be 
exempted from the purview of this Bill. We are all aware that the cost 
of living have gone up tremendously during the last five or six years; not 
only prices of necessaries of life have gone up, but also prices of luxuries, 
such as, gramophones, radios are high, and while we have to pay double, 
treble and even more for them, why we insist to line at low rent and wny 
landlords only should suffer and be compelled to receive from tbeir tenants 
extremely lfrw rents prevailing in 1941. Sir, we all know that the cost 
of living has gone up very high. There may be some justification for tho^ 
tenants who are living in a house or premises for a long time and they may 
argue that as the rent Was fixed by the landlords after due consideration: 
of cost of the bntlding they have ns right to increase the rent as far less eject 
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them and let out to other tenants at higher rent, but they forget that many 
landlords Uye only on the rents received from their tenants for the houses 
inh erited^} the landlords from their forefathers. They have also to main- 
(tain their families and it is a great pity that the tenants do not take care 
that there is a rise in the prices of all commodities. But there is no justi- 
fication whatsoever for this attitude in the case of those houses which were 
•constructed in 1943 or afterwards or are being constructed now. These 
newly constructed houses cannot be rented at such a low rent provided 
in the Bill. Prices of building materials have also gone up very high. 
Bricks which used to sell at Rs.17 per thousand* in pre-war days, are now 
being sold at Rs.50 to Rs.55 per thousand. Control price of cement is 
Rs.62 per ton while before the war it was offered and advertised at Rs.35 
per ton. Similarly iron rods, beams, etc., were selling at the rate of 
Its. 7-8 per cwt. and now the control rate is Rs.14 or Rs.15 per cwt. In 
the same way sand is sold at Its. 105 per 225 cubic feet or 100 maunds but 
it used to be sold at Rs.22 in pre-war days. Thus the house or the building 
which could be completed within Rs.20,000 and could fetch a rent of Its. 50 
cannot be built now at less than Rs.50,000 and if the rent is fixed at 10 
per cent, above the old rate, i.e., at Rs.55 it does not work out at H per cent, 
for the capital invested in the building. Any one can get for his invest- 
ment in promissory notes and fixed deposit more than that. Therefore I 
would suggest that the houses which have been constructed after 1943, 
during the high cost of building materials, should be exempted from the 
purview of this Bill, while looking into the interests of the tenants we 
should not overlook the difficulties of the landlords and house-owners, also. 
We must do justice to all including the landlords who like the tenants are 
%also the members of our city, and it is the duty of the Legislatures to 
protect their legitimate interests. With these words I commend my amend- 
ment for acceptance by this House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved— that in clause 1 of the Bill, 
the following be added at the end of sub-clause (4), namely: — 

“but it shall not affect the rent of buildings constructed after 1943.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I oppose this amendment. 
The amendment is unnecessary in view of the provision that has been made 
by the Select Committee that the standard rate can be ascertained from 
the Controller. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is 
that in clause 1 of the Bill, the following be added at the end of sub-clause 
(4), namely: — 

“but it shall not affect the rent of buildings constructed after 1943.” 

The amendment was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 1 as 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. GHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL. Sir, I beg to move that in sub- 
clause (J) of clause 2 of the Bill, the words “and also includes a room or 
rooms in an hotel, boarding house or lodging house” be deleted. 

The restriction is undesirabte because the casual visitors to the city 
day not find a place to live m. The hotel is generally for temporary 
•accommodation. No encouragement should be given to a boarder to get 
.into a hotel and taking advantage of* this Act to stick on to the inconve- 
nience of others. In that case the betels would fail to serve the purpose, 
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the primary function of a hotel that is to oater to the needs of the casual 
visitors, Those coming from outside would not pet any accommodation. 
They will have to stay on the footpaths which is most undelirable and 
nobody would like it. The boarding houses and the lodglhg houses also 
share the same fate. Of course to keep these boarding houses and hotels 
under check there is the Bengal Hotel and Lodging House Control Order. 
This order is sufficient to keep these houses under check. So I move “and 
also include a room or rooms in an hotel, boarding house or lodging 
house” be deleted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Amendment moved that in sub- 
clause '(<$) of clause 2 of the Bill, the words “and also inculdes a room or 
rooms in an hotel, boarding house or lodging house” be deleted. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I rise to support the amendment 
moved by Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal. My reasons are that the above 
establishments should be free .to take in visitors or patients and not have 
tenants forced on them. Consequences of this restriction are bound to be 
undesirable, for in many cases visitors to the city may find themselves 
stranded and in other cases patients may have to go without treatment for 
want of accommodation. With these words T support the amendment. 

Raj Bahadur JOCENDRA CHANDRA ROY: The arguments already 
advanced by my friend, Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, are also supported by me 
and I support the amendent. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I oppose the amendment 
because I find that no case has been made out really for it, for the result 
will be really otherwise. There is a class of people who come to the city 
for visits or rather for necessity for a temporary period and they cannot 
under this amendment get any accommodation except at a very exorbitant 
rate, and if this rate is not controlled, it will go hard with them und there- 
fore this class ot people will require protection and as such I oppose the 
amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the Hous£ is that in sub- 
clause ( 5 ) of clause 2 of the Bill, the words “and also includes a room 
or rooms in an hotel, boarding house or lodging house” be deleted. The 
question was put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYE8 — 10. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 

Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur Shaikh Md. Jan. 
Mr. Satish Chandra Jana. 

Ral Bahadur Brojsndra Mohan Maltra. 


Ral Bahadur Jogandra Nath Ray. 
Mr. Blron Roy. 

Mr. Blswanath Roy. 

Mr. Patlram Roy. 

Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal. 


NOES — M. 


Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Mr. 8ultanuddln Ahmad/ 

Ral Bahadur Dhirandra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Raajuddtn Bhulya. 

Khan Bahadur 8yad Abdur Rasld Chow- 
dhury. 

Mr. Choudhury Moazzem Hussain. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury, J.P. 

Mr. 8ysd Fazla Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. J. Cohan, o.B.E. 

Mr. E. D. Doyna. 

Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazla Eltahi. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Oof ran. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoedul Haqua. 

The Ayes being 10 and the Noes 


Mr. Q. J. K. Hook. 

Tha Hon'bfe Mr. Saiyad Muazzamuddin 
Hoaaln. 

Mr. LataVat Hoaaaln. 

Mr. Alha| Yar All Khan. 

Khan Sahib Mobarak Alt Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latin. 

Mr. George Morgan, C.I.E. 

Mr. T. B. Nlmmo. 

Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Amutyadhona Roy. 

Mias Ethel Robertson, C.8.P. 

Mr. Md. TauftQ. 

Khan Sahib Maufvl Wahiduxzaman. 

Haj Md. Yusuf. 

the motion was lost. 



260 GOVERNMENT BILLS. , {24th Feb., 

Mr. ABDUL HAMID OHOWDHURY! Sir, I have given * notice M 
eeveral amendments but I shall move only 12 and 19. I do not props# 
to move the other amendments. As regards 12 and 19 if the Bon’ble 
Minister is agreeable to consider these amendments these two amendment® 
may be held over. 

Mr« PRESIDENT: Suppose other amendments in this clause are 
accepted, what will be the repercussion of them on your amendments? 

Mr, ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: There will be no repercussion. 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH RAY: Sir, I beg to move that in 
sub-clause (5) of clause 2 of the Bill, after the words “lodging house” 
in line 11, the words “let on daily or weekly rent basis” be inserted. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: This amendment (No. 14) is virtually 
the same as amendment No. 19 which stands in your name and it has 
already been decided that amendments Nos. 19 and 12 will stand over. 
So taking that view of the matter 14 may also stand over. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Have you any objection? 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH RAY: I have got no objection. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: I beg to move that in sub-clause (5) of clause 2 
of the Bill, after the words “lodging house” in line 11, the words “let for 
a period of not less than one month” be inserted. (Mr. Sultanuddin 
Ahmed: This may also be postponed for the present.) Now rates would 
in all probability be most unfair. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: This is also connected with the 
other amendments postponed a little while ago. So this also may stand 
over. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr. Clarke, will you be agreeable to 
have your amendment held over for the present? 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: I have no objection to take it up later on if it 
is [the desire of the Deputy President. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Mr. Clarke has already moved it. Will 
you allow him to continue? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Let me again ask Mr. Clarke. 
Mr. Clarke, are you agreeable to the postponement of consideration of your 
amendment P 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: I am quite prepared to carry this to a later stage 
if it is the wish of the Deputy President. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PAZLUR RAHMAN: Inasmuch as Mr. Clarkes 
amendment relates to clause 2(6) and other amendments to this very 
sub-clause have already been postponed, I request that all amendments 
to clause 2 stand over so that I may have a comprehensive view of all the 
amendments when they are* taken up together. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I offer a suggestion, Sir? Let 
the Government side take some 10 or 15 minutes now to study those 

amendments and to come to a decision. So far as Mr. Clarke’s amend- 

ment is concerned, it is somewhat different from that of yours as well as 
Jogen Babu’s. Yet if they want time to consider over this amendment as 
well, let them take some time and consider all the amendments to sub- 
clause (5)of clause 2 together and come to a decision and then meet 

again* Without doing that if we go on with some of the clauses postpon- 
ing some of the earlier clauses everything will go disorderly ana mere 
will be calling of divisions and losing time for nothing. 
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TIM Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN I All the amendments on sub- 
clause (5 ) of clause 2, are interconnected and so let them stand over. That 
is nail what we want. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: We cannot go on discussing a Bill piecemeal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Other amendments, as far as 
I know, they are not connected with this clause, and we may proceed with 
the other clauses. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Our objection is that discussion piece- 
meal of different clauses of the Bill should not be allowed unless the matter 
is very pressing and urgent. Here we are proceeding with definitions of 
expressions and we have come up to the stage of the definition of “land- 
lord* 1 and when on the point of discussing the definition of the term 
“premises” we are stuck up. Why? My submission, Sir, is that if they 
so liked they could have come prepared and let the House know what the 
position is?* The best thing to do in my opinion is that we adjourn for 
10 to 15 minutes so that the Government side may study the amendment* 
held over and come to a decision and then come back and explain to this 
House what the position is? By so doing we would be proceeding orderly 
in accordance with what has been laid down in the Order Paper of the day. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Mr. Das, when my amendment was 
being considered, I fchink this question should have been raised at that 
time. As in that case the House postponed the consideration of that 
amendment, 1 believe no inconvenience will be caused if the whole clause 
is now postponed. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: If that be your view, Sir, 1 have no 
objection. 

Clause 2A. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Clause 2A stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL: I beg to move [that in sub-clause 
(4) (a) of clause 2A of the Bill, the words “executive or” in line 1, be 
omitted. 

The Controller’s functions will be mainly judicial functions and the 
Executive Branch of the Services should not be entrusted with these 
functions, for I think that if these functions are placed in the hands of the 
executive those powers may be abused or misused. And in this view 1 
move that the words “executive or” be deleted. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause 
(4) (a) of clause 2A of the Bill, the words “executive or*’ in line 1, be 
omitted. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: I support the amendment of my friend. 
Sub-clause (4) (a) says “a member of the Executive or Judicial Branch of 
the Imperial or Provincial Civil Service of not less than ten years' standing 
in such service” etc#, etc. When we find that members of the Judicial 
Branch of the services may also be taken in as Controller, etc., it is 
unnecessary to take in executive officers. When there is provision for 
judicial officers, provision for executive officers is not necessary. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I oppose the amendment, 
beoause if the amendment is accepted then it will be difficult to get judicial 
officers for the post of Controller, Deputy Controller, etc. On the other 
hand, Subdiyisional Officers who are members of the executive services have 
been appointed by Government 'to various mofussil municipalities as 
Controllers and I have received no complaint from the nublic that they have 
abused or misused their powers. So I do not see the necessity^ of the 
amendment. 
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Mr* SIREN ROY* Is the Hobble Minister giving a hint that he is 
going to extend this principle to other municipalities also? 


Hr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT. The question before the House is that 
«ub-clause (4) (a) of clause 2A of the Bill, the words “executive or” 
line 1, be omitted. 

The question was put and a division taken with the following result:— 


AYE8 — 10, 


Mr. Laflt Chandra Oat. 

Mr. Hamandra Kumar Oat. 

Mr. Satlah Chandra Jana. 

Hal Bahadur Brojandra Mohan Maitra. 
Ral Bahadur Jogandra Nath Ray. 


Mr. Blran Roy. 

Mr. Bltwanath Roy. 

Mr. Patlram Roy. 

Mr. Blrandra Klahora Roy Chowdhury. 
Mr. Charu Chandra 8anyal. 


NOES— 26. 


Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Mr. Sultanuddln Ahmad. 

Ral Bahadur Dhlrandra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Raajuddln Bhulya. 

Khan Bahadur Byad Abdur Raald Chow- 
dhury. 

Mr. Choudhury Moazzem Hut tain. 

Mr. Hamldul Huq Chowdhury. 

Mr. Byad Faxla Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. E. D. Doyna. 

Tha Hon’ bit Mr. Abdul Qofran. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque. 
Mr. Q. J. K. Hook. 

The Ayes being 10 and the Noes 20 th 

Mr. G. E. CLARKE: Sir, I beg t 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Or 

House is that clause 2A stand part oj 

The motion was put and agreed to 


Tha Hon'ble Mr. Salyad Muazzamuddin 
Hoaain. 

Mr. Latafat Hoataln. 

Alhaj Yar All Khan. 

Khan 8ahib Mobarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latin. 

Mr. Gaorga Morgan. 

Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Amulyadhona Roy. 

Mr. Md. Tauftq. 

Khan 8ahlb Maulvl Wahlduzzaman. 

Haji Md. Yusuf. 

Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazal Ellahl. 

motion was lost. 

move 

er, order. The question before the 
the Bill. 


Clause 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Clause 8 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 3 stand part of the Bill. 
The question was put and agreed to. 


Clause 4. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Clause 4 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 4 stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

New Clause 4A. 

Mr. OLARKE: Sir, I beg to move that after clause 4, the following 
new clause be inserted, namely: — * 

“4A. (1) Where, as the result' of anv alteration of the terms of the 

tenancy, the terms, on which any premises are held, are 
on the whole less favourable to the tenant than the 
previous terms, the rent shall be deemed to be increased 
within the meaning of his Act, whether the sum payable 
as rent is increased or not. 

(.2) Where, as the result of any alteration of the terras of the 
tenancy, the terms, on which any premises are held, are 
not on the whole less favourable to the tenant than the 
previous terms, the rent shall not be deemed to be increased 
within the meaning of this Act, whether the sum payable 
as rent is inoreasea or not.” 


B-B- 
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In moving this amendment, Sir, I have to admit that the first portion 
is definitely to the advantage of the tenant but relying on the clause* 
empowering the Rent Controller to fix standard rents at rates to be just and 
fair, members of Ely party are unanimously of the opinion that the amend- 
ment should be passed. It is in any event borrowed from the Rent Act of 
1920. Sub-clause (2) if passed goes in favour of the landlord and together 
with the previous sub-clause gives an added improvement to the Bill. I 
therefore move this amendment confident that my honourable colleagues- 
will give their support. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that after clause 4, 
the following new clause be inserted, namely: — 

“4A. (1) Where, as the result of any alteration of the terms of the 

tenancy, the terms, on which any premises are held, are 

on the whole less favourable to the tenant than the 

previous terms, the rent shall he deemed to be increased 
within the meaning of his Act, whether the sum payable 
as rent is increased or not, 

(2) Where, as the result of any alteration of the terms of the 
tenancy, the terms, on which any premises are held, are 
not on the whole less favourable to the tenant than the 
previous terms, the rent shall not be deemed to be increased 
within the meaning of this Act, whether the sum payable 
as rent is increased or not.” 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of order, Sir. You will 

kindly permit Mr. Clarke to move the first portion first, namely, 4A(i) and 
only when this is disposed of he is to move the second portion, namely, 
4A(2), because the first one is in favour of the landlord and the other is m 
favour of the tenant as he has himself stated. Now if a division is called 
then there may be some w r ho may support 4A(f) and but may be opposed 
to 4A(2), and hence there may be confusion. Therefore in moving this 
amendment he should not be allowed to move the two parts together. In 
one amendment he has moved two parts, 4A(/) and 4A.(2), together and 
this is wrong, I should think because according to Mr. Clarke himself one 
portion of his amendment is in favour of tenants and the other is in favour 
of landlords; therefore the two should be moved separately. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY : I think Mr. Clarke wants a 
balanced decision of the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: What I propose to do in this connection 
is this: 'that I shall allow discussion on both the portions together but if 
it is decided by the House to that effect, I may put them to vote separately* 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, it is for you to decide whether the 
whole amendment should be put in part or in whole. We on this side of 
the House are of the opinion that they should go separately. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I think that both 
should go together. Let us know w'hat is Mr. Clarke’s intention. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: Sir, I am of opinion that they should both be 
taken together. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: If that is his opinion, then they will go 
together. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I submit my view on this matter. 
Sir? It does not matter what Mr. Clarke’s intention or opinion is? The 
House is in possession of his amendment and the House has a mind of its 
own. The intention of the mover cannot decide the course which the House 
ought to take or wants to take. In respect of his amendment he has told 
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xm that one of its parts has been moved in the interest of the tenants and 
ano ther in the interest of the landlords. We put it to you whether it would 
1>e fair to put them together or separately. One bloc may support the por- 
tion which is in favour of the tenants and another bloi* may support the 
jmrtion which is in favour of the landlords and there may yet be another 
oloc which may support or oppose both the portions, but I should think that 
ij is just and fair that you should put them separately to vote. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT. 1 think that is the business of the mover 
himself. 

Mr. BIREN ROY* Sir, speaking on this amendment, (Mr. Hamidul 
Huq Ohowdhury : which portion?), I do not know which portion but 
speaking with regard to the amendment which has been moved by Mr. Clarke, 
as I have already pointed out, Mr. Clarke does not know his own mind. 
He is a landlord himself and by pressing matters in this way he has made 
it very difficult for us not only to decide but also to act. In this amend- 
ment he has placed two parts which go counter to each other and so will 
not allow us to act wisely. In clause 4 which has been already passed control 
has been $pven to an authority to alter the standard rent according to addi- 
tions and improvements carried out in respect of premises let out to tenants, 
and here Mr. Clarke puts in something that in a way, supposing develop- 
ments have been made in such a way that, really, tne Controller should 
increase the rent, Mr. Clarke would immediately come in, but at the same 
time if it is favourable to the tenants, even then he would not sit idle. So 
that there is this dual position. I want to see how Mr. Clarke behaves 
through the proceedings on this Bill. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ OHOWDHURY: On a point of order, Sir. Is 
the examination of Mr. Clarke’s conduct the subject of the debate? 

Mr. BIREN ROYS Well, Sir, that is between Mr. Clarke and myself. 
Mr. Hamidul Huq Cliowdhury should not intervene. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I oppose the amendment 
moved by my friend Mr. Clarke. In clause 2 we really give this loop-hole 
to the landlords so there is no need for this amendment and 1 oppose the 
whole amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that 
after clause 4, the following new clause be inserted, namely,— — 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, if the honourable member 
wishes to withdraw his amendment he may be permitted to do so 

Mr. LALIT OHANDRA DAB: No, Sir, I object to this. The amend- 
ment is being put to the vo’te now and it Cannot be withdrawn at this stage. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Yes. The question before the House is 
that after olause 4, the following new clause be inserted, namely: — 

“4A. (1) Where, as the result of anv alteration of the terms of the 

tenancy, ithe terms, on which any premises are held, are 

on the whole less favourable to the tenant than the 
previous terms, the rent shall be deemed to be increased 
within the meaning of this Act, whether the sum payable 
as rent is increased or no?. 

(2) Where, as the result of any alteration of the terms of the 

tenancy, the^terms, on which any premises are held, are 

not on the '‘whole less favourable to the tenant than the 
previous terms, the rent shall not be deemed to be increased 
within the meaning of this Act, whether the sum payable 
as rent k increased or not.” 
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The motion w$s put and a division taken with the following result:—* 


AYE8— 15. 


Mr. C. E. Clarks. 

Mr. Lalit Chandra Dat. 

Mr. Hemendra Kumar Dat. 

Mr. E. D. Doyne. 

Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

Mr. 8atlth Chandra Jana. 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maltra. 
Mr. George Morgan. 


Mr. T. B. Nfmmo. 

Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray. 
Mr. Biren Roy. 

Mr. Biswanath Roy. 

Mr. Patiram Roy. 

Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal. 

Mr. Satith Chandra Sen. 


NOES— 20. 


Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

Rai Bahadur Ohirendra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya. 

Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rasid Chow 
dhury. 

Mr. Choudhury Moazzem Hussain. 

Mr. Hamidul Haq Chowdhury. 

Mr. Syed Fazfe Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Ellahi. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran. 


Khan Bahadur A. M Shahoodul Haque. 
The Hon ble Mr. Saiyed Moazzamuddin 
Hotain. 

Mr. Latafat Hossain. 

Alhaj Yar All Khan. 

Khan Sahib Mobarak Ali Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latin. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea. 
Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Md. Taufiq. 

Haji Md. Yusuf. 


Aye* being 15 and Noes being ‘20 the motion was lost. 


Clause J. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: ( lause 5 .stand pait ol the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause ■"> *tand part ot the Bill. 
The motion was put and agreed to. 


Cl (i use 6\ 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Clause (I stand pan ot the Bill. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. SHAHOODUL HUQUE: Sir, l beg to move that 
for clause 6, the following clause be substituted, namely: — 

“(I. No person shall, in consideration of the grant, renewal or conti- 
nuance of a tenancy of anv premises — 

(a) claim, receive or invite offers or ask for the payment ot any 

premium, salami , fine or any other like sum in addition to 
the rent, or 

(b) except with the previous written consent of the Controller, claim 

or receive the payment of any sum exceeding one month's 
rent of such premises as rent in advance.” 

The reasons which led me to table this amendment are very simple. In 
the Select Committee Report receiving and claiming of salami or any 
premium has been forbidden. But inviting offers or asking for payment of 
salami or any premium has not been forbidden and it is very necessary that 
this should be done for it appears that such invitations for offers of salami, 
etc., are going on. I shall read out a notification appearing in tho 
Statesman , dated the 9th December, 1940, asking for such salami or premium. 
It runs thus : 

Houses and flats.— To let three-storeyed bigger buildings at 40, Chakra- 
baria Road, North, Bhowanipore, Calcutta, at a system of monthly 
rent. * Lease may extend up to a period of five years. Party is to 
mention in the application (a) the amount of premium and (h) the 
amount of monthly rent he is able to pay. Apply to Manager, 
Khararia Ward Estate, P.O. Khulna, on, or before the 1st week of 
December 1946. 
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This may not be an isolated case of such demands being made. I have seen 
it in the Statesman and I believe many of my friends have also seen such 
advertisements in the Statesman and in other papers. It is impossible to 
iee a house witnout payment of such salami — we can call it a salami to the 
darw&n and he won’t show the land or the place unless 50 or 60 rupees is 
paid to him. When we are going to forbid the system of taking money as 
salami or premium I think it is necessary in the public interests that claim- 
ing or asking for or inviting offers of salami , etc., should also be included 
in the main provisions of the Bill. 

Now, Sir, with regard to part (b) of my amendment, only slight draft- 
ing changes have been made to make it more explicit. 

With these words I commend my amendment foi the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Amendment moved that for clause G, the 
fallowing clause be substituted, namely: — 

“G. No person shall, in consideration of the grant, renewal or conti- 
nuance of u tenancy of any premises — 

(a) claim, receive or invite offers or ask tor the payment of any 

premium, salami, fine or any other like sum in addition to the 

rent, or 

(b) except with the previous written consent oi the Controller, claim 

or receive the payment of any sum exceeding one mouth’s rent 

of such premises as rent in advance.” 

Mr. BIREN ROY: 1 rise to oppose this amendment. Sir, clause G is 
quite explicit and as soon as a person accepts such payment he can be 
hauled up and in this particular case which my honourable friend is men- 
tioning he perhaps does not know that the Government is asking for the 

S remium. The house is under the management of the Court of Wards. 

lut after all this Government is omnipotent! And therefore my friend 
should not have brought this up. If a private individual had a "mind to 
take such salami , etc., lie would not have dared to give it out in the news- 
papers, at a time when there is the Ordinance and this Rent Act, that he 
will ask for such premium. Only the Government oi Bengal can do it! 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, as this amendment m an 
improvement on clause G as drafted, I accept the amendment. Ilis amend- 
ment prohibits any claim, or to receive or even to invite offers for the pay- 
ment of any premium or salami, etc., and as all these are consistent with 
the objectives of ,the Bill, 1 accept the amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, there is some irregularity: it this amendment 
is put at this stage then it would throw out several other amendments. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the 
House is that for clause G the following clause be substituted, namely: — 

“6, No person shall, in consideration of the grant, renewal or conti- 
nuance of a tenancy of any premises — 

(«) claim, receive or invite offers or ask for the payment of any 
premium, salami, fine or any other like sum in addition to the 
rent, or 

(b) except with the previous written consent of the Controller, claim 
or receive the payment of any sum exceeding one month’s rent 
of such premises as rent in advance.” 

The Question was put and a division called. (When the House was 

dividing.) 
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Mr* Aft DU R RASHID: Sir, instead of going out every time in this way 
cannot the divisidM be taken by a show of hands? 

Mr* SIREN ROY* We have no such rule in this House. 

Division was taken with the following result: — 

AYE*-*#. 

Mr. Nur Ahmsd. 

Mr. 8ultanuddin Ahmsd. 

Rti Bahadur Dhirsndra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Rsajuddin Bhulya. 

Khan Bahadur 8ysd Abdur Rasld 
Choudhury. 

Mr. Chowdhury Moazzem Hussain. 

Mr. Hamldul Huq Chowdhury. 

Mr. 8ysd Fazls Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarks. 

Mr. E. 0. Doyns. 

Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazal Ellahi. 

Ths Hon'bls Mr. Abdul Gofran. 

Khan Bahadur A. M 8hahoodul Haque. 

Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

NOES— 8. 

Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. Rai Bahadur Jogondra Nath Ray. 

Mr. Hsmendra Kumar Das. Mr. Birsn Roy. 

Mr. Satlsh Chandra Jana. Mr. Biswanath Roy. 

Ral Bahadur Brojsndra Mohan Maltra. Mr. Charu Chandra 8anyal. 

The Ayes being 28 and the Noes 8 the motion was carried. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: In view of the acceptance of this amend- 
ment, amendments Nos. 29 to 85 fall through. 

The question before the House is that clause (> as amended stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House stand adjourned till 2-15 p.m. 
tomorrow. 


Ths Hon'bls Mr. 8#lysd Moazzsmuddin 
Hosaln. 

Mr. Latafat Hoasaln. 

AlhaJ Yar All Khan. 

Khan 8ahib Mobarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul LatlfT. 

Mr. George Morgan. 

Ths Hon'bls Mr. Tsrak Nath Muktrjs#. 
Mr. T. B. Nlmmo. 

Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Amulyadhons Roy. 

Mr. Satish Chandra 8an. 

Mr. Md. Tauftq. 

Khan Sahib Maulvl wahlduzzaman. 

HaJI Md. Yusuf. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Tuesduy, the 25th February, 
1947. 
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Members absent 

The following members were absent from the meeting*held on the 24th 
February, 1947: — 

(1) Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud, 

(2) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne, 

(3) Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif* Chowdhury, 

(4) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(5) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(6) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria, 

(7) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(8) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(9) Mr. N age n dr a Nath Mahal an obi sh, 

10) Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar, 

11) Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan, 

12) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman, 
ljj^f)r. Kumud Sankar liay, and 

it) *I>r. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 
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First Session, 1947— No. 10. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing/ Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 25th February, 1947, at 2-15 p.m. bei#g the 
ten A day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 62(2) (a) of thsjj 
Gownment of India Act, 1935. P 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Phasad Sinish Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Safe deposit scheme. 

58.* Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of* the 
Department of Co-operation, Credit and Relief be pleased to stat^ift |Wiy 
“safe deposit scheme’’ to collect the savings of the poor through the 08 nff>era- 
tive societies or otherwise has been drawn for Bengal districts and put into 
operation ? 

(b) if not, do the Government of Bengal contemplate to draw up such 
co-operative safe deposit schemes for the benefit of the pom in Bengal? 

(c) If not, why not ? 

(d) Do the Government propose to direct all the co-operative societies in 
Bengal to introduce a scheme of compulsory deposit for its members on the 
line of Chittagong Traders Co-operative Bank by suitable amendments in 
their respective bye-laws and rules? 

MINI8TER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of CO-OPERATION, 
CREDIT and RELIEF (the Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. Abdur Rahman): 

(a), {b) and (d) No. 

(c) There is already a network of co-operative credit societies in the 
Province and all members or non-meml>erB can keep their savings with theso 
credit societies. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, may I draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister to ( d ) of the .Question where it has been usked “I)o the Govern- 
ment propose to direct all the Co-operative Societies in Bengal to introduce 
a scheme of compulsory deposit for its members on the line of Chittagong 
Traders Co-operative Bank by suitable amendments in their respective bye- 
laws and rules?” Now, will the Hon’ble Minister please say whether any 
such rules should be made making it compulsory on the members to make 
deposits P 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMARs I am sorry, it is against 
the principle of co-operation. We cannot compel anybody to deposit. 

w Teeeta Valley Barrage scheme. 

m 

68. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS (on behalf of Mr. Nagendra Nath 
Mahalanobish) f Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department 
of Irrigation and Waterways be pleased to state if the Tecsta Valley 
Barrage schema is being worked out by survey and collection of the neces- 
aary data? If so, when is the survey work likely to be completed and 
when do The Government expect to start the exegption of the work? 
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MINISTER in oh«rg« of the DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION and 
WATERWAYS (the Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjea): Yes. It is 
too early to say when all the investigations will be completed and the 

execution *of the scheme will start. 

* 

Mr. SIREN ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state iHien the 
survey began ? 0 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Since last year. In 
this connection I may also make a short statement that possible site! are 
being investigated for the construction of dams and barrages, in Giellakhola 
# and in other places and geological survey report is also being enquirecfcinto 
to investigate the possibility of damages by earthquake. 

The Calcutta Thika Tenancy Bill, 1947. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Let us take up the Calcutta Rent 

Pill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Before you take it up, Sir, 
permit me to make this motion. f 

With your permission I beg to introduce the Calcutta Thika Tenancy 
Bill, 1947, and to give notice tnat I shall move at short notice at the 
sitting of the Bengal Legislative Council to be held on the 11th March, 
1947, that the said Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) Mr. Nur Ahmed, M.L.C., 

(2) Mr. S. M. Taufiq, M.L.C., 

(3) Haji Mohammad Yusuf, M.L.C., 

(4) Mr. Latafat Hossain, M.L.C., 

(5) Mr. D. J. Cohen, M.L.C., 

(6) Mr. George Morgan, M.L.C., 

(7) Mr. Amulyadhone Ray, M.L.C., 

(8) Mr. Biren Roy, M.L.C., 

(9) Mr. Patiram Roy, M.L.C., 

(10) Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra, M.L.C., and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 2Gth March, 1947. The 
number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a quorum 
shall be five. 

The Bill was published in the Calcutta Gazette , Extraordinary , of the 
17th February, 1947, and necessary number of copies of the Bill was sent 
to the Bengal Legislative Council Department by the Legislative Depart- 
ment for distribution to the members of the Council. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Any amendments that the Bill be circulated for 
the purpose of eliciting public opinion thereon, etc., can be put in up to 
3 p.m. on the 4th of March. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: The amendments may even be 
for change in the personnel of the select committee that I have suggested. 

The QeloutU Rent Bill, 1946. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now we. take up the Calcutta Reqt Bill, 1946. 

Several amendments on clause 2 were kept postponed yesterday. What 

about them? 
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TN Hobble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMANS They may stand over also toddy 
as Government requires more time to go through them and to come to a 
decision. * 

M t. RRE8IDENT: Is that the general opinion that the amendments 
to sub-clause ($) of clause 2, the consideration of which was postponed 
yesterday,* should be postponed again today as requested by the Hon'ble 
Minister ? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: We have no objection. 

Mil PRE8IDENT: We will now go to clause 7. 

Clause 7. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Clause 7 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 7 stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Clause 8. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Clause 8 stand part of the Bill. 

The Question before the House is that clause 8 stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Clause 9 . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 9 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: I be? to move that in sub-clause 
(7) of clause 9 of the Bill, for the words and figures “26th day of June 
1943”, the words and figures “the 1st day of October 1946” be substituted. 

This is the date on which the Calcutta Rent Ordinance of 194G came 
into force and it is proper that here also the date should be made 1st day 
of October 1946, instead of the “26th day of June 1943“. 

Mr. ^RESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause ( 1 ) of clause 
9 of the Bill, for the words and figures “26th day of dune 1943“ the words 
and figures “the 1st day of October 1946“ be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I oppose the amendment. 
In view of the fact that provision for refund exists in the Rent Control 
Order the clause as amended by .the Select Committee should stand. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that in sub-clause 
(7) of clause 9 of the Bill for ttie words and figures “26th day of June, 1943“, 
the words and figures “the 1st day of October, 194G“ be substituted. 

The question was put and lost. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is fthat clause 9 
stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Clause 10. 

Mr. PR E8 1 DENT: Clause 10 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. L. P. 8. BOURNE: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 10 of the 
Bill, after sub-clause (1), the following new sub-clause be inserted, 
namely : — 

“(7-4) The Controller may on his own initiative, and shall on receipt 
of information from an interested party that a landlord is claim* 
ing or receiving a sum on account of rent in excess of the 
standard rent for any premises, by order in writing fix the standard 
rent of any premises leased or about to be leased by any land* 
lord after such enquiry as he may Ihinti fit.“ 
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Now, Sir, if you will please turn, to the Beport of the Select Committe 
on this Bill you will find a note of dissent by my friend Mr. Clarke in whicl 
he says “Provision should be made in clause 10 to enable the Controller oi 
his own initiative or on the receipt of reliable information from ap interest 
ed party to fix the standard rent for any premises 


Bourne for a minute? I 
after the word “initiative” 


Mr. PRESIDENT: May I interrupt Mr. 
appears that he read an additional word “shall’ 

But what is his actual amendment? 

Mr. L. P. 8. BOURNE: I am afraid there is a typographical error i] 
the printed form as supplied to us. My original amendment was that th 
Controller may on his own initiative and shall on receipt of informatio] 
from an interested party that a landlord is claiming, etc., etc. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then I think that is all right. You may go on. 

Mr. L. P. S. BOURNE: Thank yon, Sir. I will read it again- 
“( 1A ) The Controller may on his own initiative, and shall on receipt o 
information from an interested party that a landlord is claiming or receivinj 
a sum on account of rent in excess of the standard rent for. any nremises 
by order in writing fix the standard rent of any premises leased *or abou 
to be leased by any landlord after such enquiry as he may thing fit”. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, he has changed the word “than ! 
to “that” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, that is all right. 

Mr. L. P. 8. BOURNE: As I was saying, Sir, in the minute ot disser 
on the Select Committees report on this Bill, Mr. Clarke says tha 
“provision should l>e made in clause 10 to enable the Controller on his ow 
initiative or on the receipt of reliable information from an interested part 
to fix the standard rent for any premises”. In clause 10, sub-clause (/) c 
the Bill, it is provided that the Controller shall, on application by any lane 
lord or tenant, grant a certificate of standard rent and sub-clause (2) c 
the same clause provides — “on application made to him b\ any tenant c 
occupant of a room or rooms in an hotel, hoarding house, or lodgin 

bouse Now, Sir, this does not go far enough as it leaves out c 

the question ordinary domestic premises and business offices and we war 
something in this Ini'll to provide for the fair use of the Controller’s powei 
with regard to all premises, including private premises, lodging houses an 
hotels. The amendment that I have suggested has nothing restricts 
about it. It meraly seeks to widen the powers governing the action of tb 
Controller. I have also provided in this amendment that the Controlk 
may take action on his own initiative. The clause as it stands does n( 
allow the Controller power to take action on his own initiative. He wi 
have to wait until the landlord or the tenant applies for such action, 
(think, Sir, that this House will accept the view’ that it is only right that 
a Controller is to be appointed he should have sufficient powers to do his ow 
job and to take action as soon as he comes to know of any unfair dealin 
either on the part of the tenant or on the part of the landlord and that 1 
should therefore take action even if he is not prompted to do so by tl 
tenant who may for various obvious reasons not be willing to bring tl 
matter to his notice. Secondly the amendment provides for application 
be made to the Controller to intervene by any person who is an interest* 
party. According to sub-clause (1) of this clause unless and until a pers< 
first becomes a tenant he cannot make such application and the Control! 
oannot take action on hj^ application. That position seems to be entire 
unfair. Therefore I have included in this amendment the words “on receij 
of information from an interested party”. There may be a person wl 
want to rent new premises and he may also be one of many persons wi 
want the same premises anil he knows that the landlord is trying to impo; 
an unfair rent, but b« cannot take action under the provision of Jhe 
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to take actfcm until he becomes a tenant. As I say there may he several 
other applicants for the same premises and in our view it is only fair that 
any one of them should be in a position to call upon the Controller to use 
his pqjver. For these reasons I hope that the Hon’ble Minister and the 
House will accept my amendment, 

Mr. PRE8IDEMT: Amendment moved that in clause 10 of the Bill 
after sub-clause (2), the following new sub-clause be inserted, namely.* — 

“(1A) The Controller may on his own initiative, and shall on receipt 
of information from an interested party that a landlord is claim- 
ing or receiving a sum on account of rent in excess of the standard 
rent for any premises, by order in writing fix the standard rent 
of any premises leased or about to be leased by any landlord 
after such enquiry as he may think fit.” 

Mr. SIREN ROY: Sir, I rise to oppose this amendment proposed by 
our honourable friend, Mr. Bourne. The amendment at first reading seems 
Jo be very simple and I thought it was just going to give the Controller 
additional power of assessing the standard rent of the premises on his own 
initiative but Mr. Bourne has been very helpful and he has explained what 
his intentions are and his amendment nearly borders on mischief. He said 
that interested parties will come — and there may be 5 or 0 parties in certain 
places — and report to the Controller about the fixation of the standard rent 
and the Controller may arbitrarily give a decision which may be against 
the interest of the landlord or even a tenant who is interested in the place. 
The particular tenant may not come and that tenant may be preferable to 
the landlord. Now, Mr. Bourne’s amendment would be adverse to the 
interest of both the landlord and a really interested party, a tenant prefer- 
able to the landlord. Here in the Bill sufficient power has been given to 
the Controller to assess the standard rent and clause 10 with all its sub- 
clauses is very exhaustive. The only thing Mr. Bourne wants here is to 
remove the landlord from the scene of fixing the standard rent on his own 
initiative? Why, hasn’t he any interest in the renting of his premises. 
He gives the initiative to the Controller at the instance of the interested 
parties who need not be tenants but just be interested to harass the house- 
owner. If they are tenants and if they are oppressed they can certainly go 
to the Controller for the redress of their grievances. But when one is not 
a tenant, he certainly should not be allowed to come in to create mischief 
simply to trouble the Controller with his vexatious application and thereby 
injure the owner. This is the reason, Sir, why T oppose the amendment. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, I rise to oppose the amendment. 
The first thing is that the “Controller may on his own initiative and shall 
on receipt of information from an interested party that a landlord is claim- 
ing or receiving a sum on account of rent in excess of the standard rent for 

any premises, by order in writing fix the standard rent ’ . Now two 

Jhings must happen — one is that the Controller has got to take the initiative 
whether he receives any information or not and the second thing is that he 
may act after getting the information from the interested parties. In the 
mam Bill there is a provision that the Controller has power tc* fix the 
standard rent on application from the tenant. It is queer that the 
Controller should act on receipt of information from interested parties. 
Suppose a landlord has given his building, room or a flat to a tenant and a 
third party comes in and his only interest would be to take advantage of 
this amendment by resorting to foul means, by adopting objectionable 
tactics he will want the building and then let it out at an enhanced rent. 
There are many touts in Calcutta now who are making money out of this 
sort of practice. Does Mr. Bourne want to help them ? These touts will 
go to the Controller and say things which do not exist and harass the land- 
lords and disgust the Controller and will make money out of these transac- 
tions at the cost of the landlords. The Bill has already given enough powers 
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to the Controller for fixing rent in various ways and I do not think thii 
ame ndmen t will in any way help in checking corruption rather it will bring 
in more complications. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I oppose the amendment 
and my reasons are these: With regard to the premises that are rented 
sub-clause (1) of clause 10 is sufficient. And with regard to the premises 
[that are about to be leased even if the provision is there in the same sub- 
clause, you cannot compel a landlord to lease out his house to the man whc 
is offering the standard rent. The apprehension of the honourable membei 
Mr. Bourne is : suppose there are five applicants and one of them manoeuvres 
and tries to offer L the landlord a higher rent than the standard rent fixed 
by the Controller. The other applicants should be allowed to approach the 
Rent Controller so that he can take action in the matter, if necessary. Bui 
for that already provisions are sought to be given by Government in amend- 
ment No. 110 which will at a later stage be moved by Khan Bahadui 
A. M. Shahoodul Huque at the instance of Government and provision u 
made therein for punishing all malpractices. And I think that amendment 
would remove the apprehension of the honourable mover who seeks tc 
incorporate his amendment and I would appeal to the honourable membei 
to withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHARS May I ask the Hon’ble Minister on< 
thing ? He has explained as a plea for the withdrawal of the amendmeni 
of Mr. Bourne that Government has asked a member of their party to pul 
in certain amendments on behalf of Government. I know, Sir, that the 
Government took the initiative 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: And in view of that amendmeni 
which Government are going to accept, this will be unnecessary. r lhat if 
what I was saying. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: l)o the Government realize that the> 
failed to bring all these matters to the notice of the Select Committee anc 
so they are now putting forward certain amendments through certair 
members ? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT* Mr. Nahur wants to know why these points whicl 
have cropped up since could not be thought of and brought before tin 
Select Committee for being thrashed out. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: That question cannot aris< 
because. Sir, if in the course of further discussions after the Select Com 
mittee finished its labours some new light was thrown on a matter am 
certaiu amendments required to be put in either from the Government sid< 
or from any other side of the House Government should be prepared ti 
accept them as they are always prepared to accept any reasonable amend 
ment. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Of the Opposition? 

The Hon'ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Any side if it is reasonable. 

Mr. L. P. 8. BOURNE: On a point of explanation, Sir. As it is no 
likely that my amendment will have much luck to be accepted by the House 
I rise just on a point of explanation 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: You cannot speak again on this amendment o 
yours. 

Mr. L. P. 8. BOURNE X Just in explanation. One particular point wa 
made in the debate — two points in fact. One was that the Controlle 

was 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will you give us the right of explana 
tion, SirP 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Bourne, you may say something only ' on a 
point of personal explanation and not refer to the points raised in the 
debate. Let some member of your party speak on your behalf if you are 
very keen in offering your explanation. 

Mr. L. P. 8. BOURNE: I think it better that we leave the matter rest 
as it is. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: When the mover has been requested 
by the Minister in charge to withdraw his amendment, cannot the member 
be allowed to have his say. Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, he cannot even in view of the fact that he lfhs 
been requested by the Hon’ble Minister in charge to withdraw the amend- 
ment. He either withdraws the amendment or sticks to it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is 
that in clause 10 of the Bill, after sub-clause (I), the following new sub- 
clause be inserted, namely: — 

“( 1A ) The Controller may on his own initiative and shall on receipt 
of information from an interested party that a landlord is claim- 
ing or receiving a sum on account of rent in excess of the standard 
rent for any premises, by order in writing fix the standard rent 
of any premises leased or about to be leased b\ any landlord 
after such enquiry as he may think fit”. 

The question was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Abdul Hamid Ohowdhury will now move 
amendment No. 4G. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: On a point of order. Sir. So far as this 
motion is concerned it is connected witli other amendments of the Deputy 
President in relation to clause 2 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Which motion? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: The motion which you have just now 
called upon Mr. Abdul Hamid Cliowdhury to move, viz., Nos. 4(147 . 

Mr. ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: But 1 am not moving this 
amendment. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: In any case there is another gentleman 
along with him; you cannot escape that responsibility; he may move his 
amendment. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Yes, Mr. Roy. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: But, Sir, can he be allowed to move his 
amendment just now because it i9 connected with amendments in relation 
to clause 2 of the Bill? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let me examine the point. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: This amendment is connected also with 
amendments Nos. 14, 15, 19, regarding “lodging house” which was post- 
poned. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think this amendment should stand over. Let 
us in the meantime examine whether it is out of order or not, because m 
view of the fact that the House has already accepted the general principle, 
this will probably be out of order. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes, Sir, in that view let it stand over 
for the time being. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: It will have to be considered in connection with 
amendments to clause 2. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Therefore, Sir, let it stand over instead 
of immediately ruling it out of order. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now Mr. Clarke will move amendment No. 48. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: Should not amendment No. 47A come before 
mine ? 4 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: This amendment of Mr. Rashid also 
should stand over as it relates to the “boarding house” portion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, this amendment is also connected with clause 
2 and should stand over. 

Mr. BIJOY SINGH NAHAR. May I suggest, Sir, that all the amend- 
ments under clause 10 may stand over. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, let clause 10 stand over. Now we come to 
clause 11. 


Clause 11. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: On a point of order, Sir. The Select 
Committee has deleted clause 11 altogether. This is a new amendment to 
clause 11. When there is no clause 11 how can it be an amendment under 
clause 1 1 ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is a new clause. It is a new clause proposed by 
Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Yes, Sir, it is a new clause. I beg to move that 
the following new clause 11, he added: — 

“No distress warrant shall he issued under Chapter VIII of the 
Presidency Small Cause Courts Act, 1882 and no process under the Code of 
Civil Procedure, 11)08, in execution of decree passed e.r parte thereunder, 
shall he issued, either for the attachment of property or for the arrest of 
any tenant, in connection with the recovery of the rent of any other premises 
situated in any area to which this Act may apply, unless the person apply- 
ing for execution, when making his application, swears or affirms by 
amduvit or otherwise that none of the rent, in respect of which execution 
is applied for is irrecoverable under this Act’'. 

Sir, Here I find in line 6 there is a mistake. Sir, the word “any” 
before the word “rent” in line (i should he substituted with the word “three” 
and I have read with this correction. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, you can do so. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I am trying to explain why this clause ii 
necessary. Objection has been raised that this clause does not exist in th< 
Bill, that this was omitted by the Select Committee and as I was a membei 
of the Select Committee I should not have moved an amendment 
Unfortunately I was absent and so I did not get any opportunity to expresi 
my opinion about it. With all respect to the members of the Select Com 
mittee I must say that this is a most important clause which should b< 
retained, “No process in execution of a decree passed thereunder” — thii 
is very important. Such safeguards are in vogue in many of the existing 
Acts m Bengal. This is a safeguard against recovery of irrecoverable duo 
by an unscrupulous landlord. My submission is that there are some greed; 
landlords who may go to cdurt and obtain a decree ex parte and then m th 
claim the sums whicn are irrecoverable under this Act may be included am 
the court may not decide whether any portion of the rent is irrecoverable 
in a ex parte judgment. As the suit is decided ex parte and there will be non 
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to point out if portion of the claim is illegal. So such protection against 
fraud practised upon court is needed. So I move the addition of this new 
clause for protection of poor tenants. This safeguard is the most important 
in this Bill specially owing to the fact that there is acute shortage of 
housing accommodation in Calcutta. We should give this protection to the 
tenants. With this end in view I move this amendment and I hope this 
will be accepted by the House. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Amendment moved that the following new clause* 
11, be added: — 

“No distress warrant shall be issued under Chapter VIII of tfcsa 
Presidency Small Cause Courts Act, 1882 and no process under 
the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, in execution of a decree pass* 
ed ej’ parte thereunder, shall be issued, either for the attachment 
of property or for the arrest of any tenant, in connection with 
jthe recovery of the rent of any premises situated in any area to 
which this Act may apply, unless the person applying for execu- 
tion, when making his application, swears or affirms by affidavit 
or otherwise that none of the rent, in respect of which execution 
is applied for is irrecoverable under this Act.” 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I oppose the amendment moved by 
Mr. Nur Ahmed. It is an unwarranted attempt on the part of the Govern- 
ment party to give jurisdiction into the hands of the Controller o%*er the 
Presidency Small Causes Courts or civil courts in Bengal. Whenever a rent 
suit is brought even if it is done under the provisions of Code of Civil 
Procedure or under the provisions of the Presidency Small Causes Courts 
as in Calcutta, certain rules are to be observed. In accordance with those 
provisions a summons has got to be issued on the tenants against which a 
decree is obtained by the landlord. If the tenant does not appear and a 
decree is passed it becomes e.r parte. No jurisdiction should by given to 
the Controller to override the decrees which are passed by civil courts as 
well as by the Presidency Small Causes Courts. Even alter getting a 
decree against a tenant there are remedies which are open to the tenants. 
That remedy is that as soon as the execution is sought or a notice is issued 
the tenant may re-appear and apply for revival of the case in the Presidency 
Small Causes Court or in any other court alleging that no summons was 
issued or served upon him and again evidence is gone into to prove whether 
any summons was actually served upon the tenant. If it is proved that no 
summons was actually served then the court revives the original case and 
the tenant is given an opportunity of filing his statement and his case is 
re-heard and the whole thing comes in again. Why then the Controller 
should be given this power when the tenant has so many remedies. In fact 
what is sought by the Government here is to make the Controller a Fascist 
Officer giving him uncontrolled power to deal with cases between the land- 
lords and tenants. Here Government is trying that even where the civil 
courts or Presidency Small C ause Courts exercise their jurisdiction properly 
even then thev must he interfered with and even then the powers should be 
given to the Controller to come in and interfere. Here again, Sir, there is 
another purpose behind it. Now why comes in the question of swearing r 
It is for the purpose of increasing the revenue; it is for the purpose of 
indirectly enhancing the revenue to the Government. For no affidavit can 
be filed without affixing a proper stamp and the stamp that is necessary 
would be at least one rupee on each affidavit. This also means prolonga- 
tion of the agonies of the landlord or agonies ot the parties, of the landlords 
and of the tenants in the matter of realisation of rent. This was discussed 
in the Select Committee by us and after some hours discussion we came to 
the conclusion that this provision should be deleted and that the power of 
the Presidency Small Causes Court and the power of the Civil Court* 
should remain in tact and that no power should be given to the Controller 
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«o interfere in any way with the legitimate rights of the civil courts at 
well as the Presidency Small Causes Court. With these words, Sir, I oppose 
the amendment of my friend, Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: I also rise to oppose this amendment 
Sir I would have been glad if Mr. Nur Ahmed would have come forward 
with an amendment of a different type suggesting that at the time of filing 
the plaint the landlord must mention therein that the rent as claimed is 
not in excess of the standard rent. But he has not done that. But whal 
he is asking in the amendment is after the case is over at the time ol 
execution of the decree, again the landlord has got to affirm in an affidavit 
that there lias been no increase in the rent. That means, as Mr. Das ha* 
* said, an indirect way of suggesting additional revenue to the Government 
Mr. Nur Ahmed might be thinking that he is going to relieve the tenant* 
by this amendment. But that is not the case, Sir. This cost will bt 
realised from the tenant also because all the expenditure in the case will 
be realised by an order of the court, the tenant also having to bear the cosl 
in part, and this will be an extra burden on the tenants and there is nc 
safeguard to prevent it because the landlord who files a suite does openlj 
say that such and such is the rent. If there is any objection by the tenani 
he can naturally at any time go to the Rent Controller and file an objection 
that the rent demanded is in excess of the standard rate. Therefore thi 
question of an affidavit does not in any way help either the tenant or th< 
landlord. With these words 1 oppose the amendment. 

The Hon'ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I do not understand wh; 
Mr. Das was so vehement in opposing this clause because I find that it ii 
only a question of swearing an affidavit. The Controller has not at all beei 
introduced into this clause. This is also a power to he exercised by t 
party before the court, not before the Rent Controller. This gives nc 
power to the Rent Controller in addition. Then again, Sir, this is not £ 
new provision. The same provision is there in the Calcutta Rent Act oj 
1920. Exactly the same wording as section Id of the Calcutta Rent Ac 

of 1920 where it is laid down “ .shall, when making his application 

swear or affirm by affidavit or otherwise that none of the rent in respect o 
which execution is applied for, is irrecoverable under this Act”. Exactly 
the same terms have been introduced here. And this amendment, I feel 
should he accepted because this will have the effect of preventing illega 
executions by the landlords by e.r parte decrees obtained without thi 
knowledge of the tenants by suppressing the facts and it is perhaps withii 
the knowledge of my friend, Mr. Das, who is a lawyer how these things dc 
happen in regard to other cases also not only with regard to rent cases. J 
accept the amendment. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that the following 
•clause 11 be added: — 

“No distress warrant shall he issued under Chapter VIII of th( 
Presidency Small Cause Courts Act, 1882 and no process undei 
the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, in execution of a decree pass- 
ed (\r parte thereunder, shall he issued, either for the attachmenl 
of property or for the recovery arrest of any tenant, in connec- 
tion with the recovery of the rent of any premises situated in anj 
area to which this Act may apply, unless the person applying 
for execution, when making his application, swears or affirms b\ 
affidavit or otherwise that none of the rent, in respect of whicl 
execution is applied for, is irrecoverable under this Act.” 

The question was put and a division taken with the following result:— 

AYES — 3*. 

Mr. 8yad Badrudduja. 

Rai Bahadur Dhlrendra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Raajuddtn Blmtya. 


•Mr. Abdulla-al-M ahmud. 
Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Mr. Sultamiddifi Ahmad. 
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Mr. L. P* B. Btums. 

Khan Bahadur 8yad Abdur RatM Chou- 
dtiury. 

Mr. Moamm Hossaln Choudhury. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Choudhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latlf Choudhury. 
Mr. 8yod Fazio Rabbi Choudhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarko. 

Mr. E. D. Doyno. 

Mr*. Labanyaprobha Dutta. 

Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazal Ellahi. 

Mr. A. M. 8hahoodul Haquo. 

Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

Tho Hon'blo Mr. 8alyod Muazzamuddin 
Hoaaln. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Da*. 

Mr. Hemondra Kumar Da*. 

Mr. Satlth Chandra Jana. 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra. 
Mr. Bijoy Singh Hahar. 


Mr. Utafat Hotuin. 

Mr. Mobarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latlff. 

Mr. Goorgt Morgan, C.I.E. 

Tho Hon'blo Mr. Taraknath MuksrjM. 
Mr. T. B. Mbnmo. 

Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Amulyadhono Roy. 

Mr. Satlth Chandra Son. 

Dr. Katiruddln Talukdar. 

Mr. Md. Tauftq. 

Khan Sahib Maulvl Wahlduzzaman. 
Hajl Md. Yusuf. 

NOES— 10. 

Rai Bahadur Jogondra Nath Ray. 

Mr. Biran Roy. 

Mr. Patiram Roy. 

Mr. Birendra Kishoro Roy Choudhury. 
Mr. Charu Chandra 8anyal. 


Ayes being 32 and the Noes 10 the motion was agreed to: — 


Clause 12, 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 12 stand part of the Bill. 


Mr. ABDUL RA8HID: Sir, I beg to move that for clause (b) of the 
proviso to sub-clause (1) of clause 12 of the Bill, the following be substi- 
tuted, namely: — 

“(b) where the tenant has, in the case where there is a contract the 
terms of which prevent him from subletting the premises with- 
out the consent of the landlord, sublet the premises in whole or 
in part without such consent unless such consent has been 
unreasonably withheld, or”. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that for clause (b) of the 
proviso to sub-clause (7) of clause 12 of the Bill, the following he substi- 
tuted, namely: — 

"(b) where the tenant has, in the case where there is a contract the 
terms of which prevent him from subletting the premises with- 
out the consent of the landlord, sublet the premises in whole or 
in part without such consent unless such consent has been 
unreasonably withheld, or”. 


Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, Mr. Rashid has not explained what he means 
by "unreasonably withheld”. The question is that a tenant finding it 
inconvenient at any time may in order-tor whatever reasons to oppress the 
landlord— here the question of landlord not oppressing the tenant comes in- 
sublet the place to another person whom he likes and derives a profit out 
of the transaction at the cost of the landlord. Mr. Rashid very convenient. v 
puts in that there should not be any validity of even a written contract. 1 
think he is ashamed now he has moved his amendment. (Mr. Abdul 
Rashid: No.) Well, if anybody can explain the words unreasonably 
withheld” we shall have no hesitation in accepting this amendment. Rut 
unless we are quite sure of what he actually means by this word 
‘‘unreasonably” and then the word "withheld” 1 do not think any member 
should accept this amendment. 

Mr. MOHO. TAUFIQ: Sir, I rise to support the amendment moved 
by Mr. Rashid. I will explain the word “unreasonably'’ which has been 
objected to. It is the custom in Calcutta that the landlord gives his house 
to a tenant and the tenant sub-lets it in parts but now-a-days due to the 
profiteering business whenever a landlord gets a chance he tries to oust 
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the tenant and himself lets it in parts. It is said that the tenant by sub- 
letting will reap the benefit out ot it and why should he alone be benefited? 
It is not correct. Every sub-tenant has also got the right to approach the 
Controller and say that the original tenant is charging higher rent and, the 
Controller can remedy it. So there is no question of the tenant or the 
landlord profiteering. The sub-tenant also can approach the Controller and 
say that the original tenant is charging undue rent. The question of 
oppressing the landlord does not ^ffise. With these words I support the 
amendment. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: I would oppose this amendment, Sir, 
as it implies that there is no sanctity in the contract. There is a contract 
entered into between the landlord and the tenant under the terms of which 
the tenant is prevented from sub-letting the premises without the consent 
of the landlord. Now that sanctity of the terms of such a contract is sought 
to be violated by this amendment indirectly, by an indirect attack on the 
contract, inasmuch as it is stated at the end of this amendment “sublet 
the premises in whole or in part without such consent unless such consent 
has been unreasonably withheld.’ ’ The question of withholding consent 
reasonably or unreasonably cannot and does not arise when there is au 
express contract between the tenant and the landlord by the terms of which 
[the tenant is prevented from sub-letting the premises. In this view of 
the matter, Sir, I oppose this amendment. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: Sir, 1 rise to support this amendment. Many 
tenants are placed in very great difficulties due to the fact that they are 
unable to obtain the sanction of the superior landlords to sub-let and in 
consequence they may he in danger of losing possession of t heir premises. 
The main point on which we place our support i* this that a landlord does 
unreasonably withhold this permission and the reason for doing so is quite 
often only too obvious and that is to get rid of the tenants who have been 
in povssession for a long time so that lie can quite possibly obtain very much 
larger rents from tenants who will not bring ibe matter to the notice of 
Government or to the Kent Controller. With these words, Sir, I support 
the amendment. 

Mr. BltlOY 8INCH NAHAR: Sir, 1 rise to oppose this amendment. 
What does the amendment mean? It means that the mover wants to create 
another class of people. There is already a class known as “tenants” and 
there is a class “landlords”. The amendment that has been suggested by 
Mr. Abdul Rashid seeks to create another class of people as “middlemen” 
or a tenant having the status of a landlord by sub-letting the house. Why 
do you agree to create a new class, jute as there is the jotedar class among 
the landlords? You want to kill the zauundary system and also the 
jotedar class but here you want to create another class just as there is 
another class, namely, that of jotedar a in the zumindary system. Why 
I oppose this amendment is this: we find that there may be in a flat three 
or four rooms, one bath-room and one kitchen, but if the flat is sub-let and 
divided, then what happens? It will surely happen that the new tenants 
will not get any proper kitchen and other things and they will go to the 
Rent Controller and say “Provide us with all these things” and then what 
will happen ? The landlord will have to spend — for getting the same amount 
of money as rent — a huge sum and at the same time Government will not 
supply him with any pipes or cement or other building materials at 
controlled rates, and he will have to get all these in the black market, — of 
course I do not say that the Parliamentary Secretary does really want to 
help the black market — for the erection of these tilings but at the same time 
they do not release all thes§*building materials, cement and pipes, etc., and 
they want a new class of men to be put in the position of landlords who will 
have to do all these things. Suppose a drain system could stand its use 
by 10 persons only and if a tenant with a membership of ten sub-lets the 
house to have a profit out of it to another person who has a family of ten 
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person* Also, then the drainage will not work properly, and the tenants will 
get diseases of all sorts and still you want to help another class of people 
earning something bv unfair means. I would not have mentioned all these 
Idlings but I know that even responsible persons in the Controller’s office — 
I will not name anybody here — but members of the select oommittee had 
discussed the matter and found that there are quite a large number of persons 
who are earning a huge lot out of this sub-letting business. The main 
purpose of the committee was to stop this. If a tenant does not for some 
reason want more than two rooms, let him leave the other rooms to the 
original landlord and let the landlord divide the premises and let it at the 
rate of rent which will be fixed by the Controller. But please do not alknjr 
this amendment to be carried. It would be doing injury to the public 
health of this city for maintaining all these things. If you allow another 
class of landlords to grow up in place of the original landlords that will 
create more trouble and confusion and I dare say men who have got means 
and influence will go to the Controller’s office and get this and that done. 
We want the people to live in peace and happily. (“Hear, hear” from the 
European group) Sir, I hear the words “hear, hear” from the European 
benches. 1 may say that many of my European friends are in possession of 
rented houses and they are earning a huge lot of money by sub-letting, and 
because their interest is served by the passing of this amendment they are 
supporting it. By this amendment you will be creating a hell in the city 
of Calcutta which in respect of health is going from bad to worse. 

Mr. 8ATI8H CHANDRA SEN: I regret that I have to differ from my 
friends on this side of the House and to support the amendment. Sir, the 
present legislation is purely emergency legislation and not permanent 
legislation. My friends have raised the question of the sanctimony of the 
contract and that it will he violated if this piece of legislation is passed. 
But, Sir, what are we going to do in this particular legislation ? Is it not 
violating the sanctity of contract for the purpose of protecting n class of 
people who on account of a dearth of houses is in great difficulties and there- 
fore deserves such protection? Can we make any distinction between the 
case of a lessee and that of sub-lessee in this matter. Both are in difficulties 
for dearth ot houses and require protection. If we accept this amendment 
protection for the purpose of which this legislation is going to be enacted, 
will also be extended to a deserving class. 1 think in case of emergency 
when people want such protection it must be given. With these words I 
support the amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I do not quite follow the 
argume|ts of Mr. Nahar, because I do not see how this is going to lead to 
abuses w^hich this Bill is trying to stop. I do not think there is any room 
for such abuses as ample provision has been made Jo stop such abuses and 
I do not consider that so much argument w r as necessary in support of this 
amendment. I support the amendment, and I hope the House will accept it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that for clause 
{b) of the proviso to sub-clause (1) of clause 12 of the Bill, the following 
be substituted, namely: — 

(b) where the tenant has, in the case where there is a contract the 
terms of which prevent him from subletting the premises with- 
out the consent of the landlord, sublet the premises in whole or 
in part without such consent unless such consent has been 
unreasonably withheld, or” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. There are several amendments— -amendments 59 to 
72 — which fall throjugh because of the acceptance of this amendment. 
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Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, I beg to move that in the proviso to sub-clause 
(1) of clause 12 of the Bill, the following be added at the end of paragraph 
(c), namely:— 

“or has wilfully or negligently caused damages to the premises and 
refuses to repair such damages or”. 

Sir, it is a very simple amendment. Clause ( c ) reads as follows: — “Where 
the tenant has been guilty of conduct which is a nuisance or an annoyance 
to occupiers of adjoining or neighbouring premises”, but Sir, the question 
is how he can be found guilty of the conduct or how he can be a nuisance. 
Even if he is found guilty in that way by the occupiers of the adjoining 
premises, there is nothing to prevent him to be a nuisance to the landlord 
or even to the building and in many cases it will be found that when 
damages are caused to the buildings by tenants they refuse to repair it and 
shoke the responsibility on to the landlord. Now, Sir, when this Bill will 
be in operation the Controller would have the power within 14 days to ask 
the landlord to repair such damages caused by the tenants. There is no 
provision to make an enquiry as to who caused the damage. There should 
be an enquiry and on enquiry if the tenant is found to have caused the 
damage he should be made liable for such repairs as would be necessary, 
and in case he refuses to repair such damages then that should come under 
what is termed guilty of conduct which is a nuisance or an annoyance to 
occupiers of adjoining or neighbouring premises, or has wilfully or negli- 
gently caused damages to the premises and refuses to repair such damages, 

or “ This should be tak en as one of the reasons for the landlord to 

apply to the court for ejecting the particular tenant and for this reason I 
have put in this amendment. As explanatory to this I have put in amend- 
ment No. 100 which will give an idea as to how these damages can be 
assessed. Now, Sir, landlords have been found to be criminals and their 
only crime is that the let out buildings and it is the desire that they are 
to be penalised in every way, short of being sent to jail. They are therefore 
to be put to all sorts of troubles. This amendment at least removes one of 
those troubles of the landlords, namely, that of being hauled up for repairs 
at once or being made responsible for a heavy sum of money as penalty or 
even forced to pay exorbitant charges on account of repairs for damages 
caused by his tenant — to be fixed by the Controller. I think, Sir, this simple 
amendment will be accepted by the Hon'ble Minister in charge. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Amendment, moved that in the proviso to sub- 
clause (1) of clause 12 of the Bill, the following be added at the end of 
paragraph (c), namely: — 

“or has wilfully or negligently caused damages to the premises and 
refuses to repair such damages, or”. • 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I rise to support the amendment 
moved by my friend, Mr. Roy. It is so very reasonable that I should think 
that even the opposing side which opposes everything that comes from this 
side should cease opposing this time. Here the tenant causing damage 
either wilfully or negligently should be asked to repair and it will be highly 
improper if that damage is to be repaired by the landlord. 

Mr. NUR AHMED. On a point of order, Sir 

(Mr. Clarke also rose to speak.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, Mr. Clarke. 

Kllilt Bahadur ABDUR RASHID CHOWDHURY: Mr. Nur Ahmed has 
risen on a point of order, Sir. Is it a point of order, Mr. Nur Ahmed? 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Yes, Sir. I beg to submit that this amendment is 
not in order. This amendment is in connection with paragraph (b) of 
proviso of sub-clause (I) which has been omitted. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: We are dealing with (c). So, it is quite in order. 
Yes, Mr. Clarke. 

Mr. G. E. CLARKE: Sir, I have great pleasure in supporting Mr. Biren 
Roy’s amendment. It is a very useful amendment and I think he has 
argued his case extremely well. With these few words I do support the 
amendment that is now being made. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I think the amendment of 

Mr. Roy is unnecessary in view of the provision that is already there in 
12(2) (a) “Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall apply: — 

(a) Where the tenant has done any act contrary to the provisions of 
clause ( m ) and clause (o) or clause (p) of section 108 of the 

Transfer of Property Act, 1882 ” This covers all the 

cases of damages, wilful or negligent. I think Mr. Roy will not 
be able to give one instance which is not covered by this Act. 
So I oppose the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in the proviso 
to sub-clause (1) of clause 12 of the Bill, the following be added at the 
end of paragraph (c), namely: — 

“or has wilfully or negligently caused damages to the premises and 
refuses to repair such damages or”. 

Question was put and a division called. (When the Division bell was- 
ringing.) 

Mr. BIREN ROY: On a point of order, Sir. Is it in order for him, I 
mean Mr. Sen, to come and sit with us but vote against usP The Govern- 
ment Benches are on that side; we are in Opposition. He is crossing the 
floor several times. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is all right. 

A division was taken with the following result: — 

AYES — 12. 


Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. Lallt Chandra Dat. 

Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das. 

Mr. E. D. Doyne. 

Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

Ral Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra. 


Mr. George Morgan, C.I.E. 
Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar. 

Mr. T. B. Nlmmo. 

Mr. Biren Roy. 

Mr. Patiram Roy. 

Mr. Charu Chandra 8anyal. 


NOES — 14. 


Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. Sultanuddln Ahmed. 

Ral Bahadur Dhlrendra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Raajuddln Bhulya. 

Khan Bahadur 8yed Abdur RasW 
Choudhury. 

Mr. Moazzom Hoesain Chaudhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury. 
Mr. Syod Fail# Rabbi Chowdhury. 
rt. Labanyaprobha Dutta. 
han Bahadur Shaikh Fazal Ellahl. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Abdul Gofran. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahooduf Haque. 


The Hon'ble Mr. Salyed Muammuddlft 
Hosain. 

Mr. Latafat Hoesain. 

Khan 8ahlb Mobarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latlff. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea. 
Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy. 

Mr. Satlsh Chandra Son. 

Or. Kaslruddln Talukdar. 

Mr. Md. Tauftq. 

Khan Sahib Maulvl Wahkluzzaman. 

Hall Md. Yusuf. 


Ayes being 12 and Noes 24 the motion was lost. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that for clause 13 of the Bill, the 
following 

(At this *tage Mr. Abdul Rashid went to Mr. Nur Ahmed and spoke 
something to him.) 


Mr. BIREN ROY: On a point of order, Sir. Is it in order for 
Mr. Rashid to go over to Mr. Nur Ahmed and make suggestions? 
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Mr. PRESIDENT i He is a member of his own party and there is 
nothing wrong in making suggestions to him. I do not see any objection 
to it* 



Clause 13. 


Mr. HUB AHMED! I beg, to move that for clause 13 of the Bill, the 
following be substituted as clauses 13, 14 and 15, namely: — 

13. Suit or proceeding for eviction not to be instituted and possession 
of premises not to be recovered without previous permission of the Controller 
in certain cases. — (1) No suit or proceeding by a landlord against a tenant 
in possession of any premises for eviction of such tenant therefrom in which 
any of the grounds specified in clause (d) of the proviso to sub-section (l) 
of section 12 has been taken as a ground for such eviction shall be entertain- 
ed by any Court unless the landlord has been permitted by the Controller 
by an order in writing under sub-section (3) to institute such suit or 
proceeding and has produced before such Court proof that such permission 
has been granted. [Cf. The Calcutta House Rent Control Order, 1943, 
paragraph 9A and the Bengal House Rent Control Order, 1942, paragraph 
10A. J 


(2) If in any suit or proceeding by a landlord against a tenant in 
possession of any premises for eviction of such tenant therefrom, a decree 
or order for the recovery of possession of such premises has been made before 
the date of commencement of this Act on any of the grounds specified in 
clause (c) of the proviso to sub-paragraph ()) of paragraph 9 of the Cal- 
cutta House Rent Control Order, 1943, or in clause (r) of the proviso to sub- 
paragraph (/) of paragraph 10 of the Bengal House Rent Control Order. 
1942, hut the possession of such premises has not been recovered from tin- 
tenant, the execution of such decree or order shall be stayed until the land- 
lord produces before the Court by which such decree or order may be 
executed or in which such execution is pending, as the case may be, proof 
that he was permitted by the Controller appointed under the Calcutta House 
Rent Control Order, 1943, or the Bengal House Rent Control Order, 1942. 
as the case may be, to institute such suit or proceeding or to prosecute such 
suit or proceeding or to recover possession of such premises by the execution 
of such decree or order or that he has been permitted by the Controller b\ 
an order in writing under sub-section (J) to recover possession of such 
premises by the execution of such decree or order. 

(3) A landlord who desires to obtain from the Controller, — 

(a) any order referred to in sub-section (1) permitting him to institute 
a suit or proceeding referred to in that sub-section against a 
tenant in possession of any premises for evicting such tenant 
therefrom, or 


( b ) any order referred to in sub-section (2) permitting him to recover 
possession of the premises in respect of which any decree or 
order referred to in the said sub-section has been made by th§ 
execution of such decree or order, 

shall apply in writing to the Controller in that behalf, and if, on receipt 
of such application, the Controller, after giving the tenant in possession of 
the premises an opportunity for showing cause against the application and 
after considering all the circumstances of the case, is satisfied, — 

(*) in the case refeiTed to in clause (a) that there is sufficient cause to 
hold that any of the grounds specified in clause ( d ) of the proviso 
to sub-section ( 1 ) of section 12 which has been taken by the 
landlord as a ground for eviction of the tenant in such suit or 
proceeding exists, and 
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(4t) ia the case referred to in danse (b) that it is a fit case for the 
landlord to recover possession of the premises by execution of the 
decree or order referred to in that olause on any of 'the grounds 
referred to therein on which such decree or order has been made, 

the Controller shall, after recording his reasons in writing, make the order 
applied for, and, if the Controller is not so satisfied, he shall, also after 
recording his reasons in writing, make an order rejecting the application. 

(4) The Controller may, before making under sub-section (3) any order 
referred to in sub-section (2) permitting a landlord to recover possession 
of any premises by the execution of a decree or order, allow such time as 
he considers necessary to the tenant to vacate the premises and to delivs^ 
possession thereof to the landlord. 

14. Suit or proceeding for eviction for non-compliance with the provi- 
sions of the Act as to payment of rent. — (1) No suit or proceeding by a land- 
lord against a tenant in possession of any premises for eviction of such tenant 
therefrom, in which non-compliance with the provisions of this Act as to the 
payment or deposit of rent due by such tenant in respect of such premises 
to the full extent allowable by this Act within the time specified in that 
behalf in this Act has been taken as a ground for such eviction, shall be 
entertained by any Court unless the landlord has been permitted by the 
Controller by an order in writing under sub-section (2) to institute such 
suit or proceeding and has produced before such Court proof that such 
permission has been granted. [ Cf. The Calcutta House Kent Control Order, 
1943, paragraph 9B and the Bengal House Kent Control Order, 1942, para- 
graph 10A.] 

(2) A landlord desiring to obtain from the Controller any order referred 
to in sub-section (1) permitting him to institute a suit or proceeding referred 
to in that sub-section against any tenant in possession of any premises for 
evicting such tenant therefrom shall apply in writing to the Controller in 
that behalf, and if, on receipt of such application, the Controller, after 
giving the tenant in possession of the premises an opportunity of snowing 
cause against the application and considering all the circumstances of the 
case, is satisfied that there has been no such non-compliance with the provi- 
sions of this Act as to the payment or deposit of rent due by such tenant 
in respect of such premises, or that reasonable grounds exist for such non- 
compliance, and if the tenant has paid to the landlord or has deposited in 
the manner in which a deposit of rent is required to be made under sub- 
section (7) of section 16 the rent allowable by this Act in arrear before an 
order Hinder this sub-section is made, the Controller shall, after recording 
his reasons in writing, make an order rejecting the application, but, if the 
Controller is not so satisfied or if the tenant has not so paid or deposited 
the rent allowable by this Act in arrear, the Controller shall, also after 
recording his reasons in writing, make the order applied for. 

15. Stay of suit and proceeding for eviction of a tenant pending appeal 
against order permitting landlord to institute or prosecute such suit ot 
proceeding. — Where any appeal has been presented under section 24 
against an order of the Controller under sub-section (<?,i of section 13 or 
under sub-section (2) of section 14 permitting a landlord to institute a suit 
or proceeding in any Court or against an order of the Controller under sub- 
section ( 3 ) of section 13 permitting a landlord to recover possession of any 
premises by the execution of a decree or order, all proceedings in connec- 
tion with such suit or proceeding or the execution of such decree or order, 
shall be stayed during the period such appeal is pending on intimation of 
such appeal being given to the Court in which such suit or proceeding ban 
been instituted or such suit or proceeding or the execution of such decree 
or order is pending, as the case may be, by the person by whom such appeal 
has been presented. [Cf. The Calcutta House Rent Control Order, 1943, 
Paragraph 9D. ] 

I 2D 
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Sir, by this amendment I want to restore the clauses which were in the 
original bill. These three clauses have been omitted by the Select Com- 
mittee and a new clause has been substituted by the Select Committee to 
©over all these three clauses. These clauses, particularly 13 and 14 relate 
to the procedure as to how to get permission from the Controller and I think 
that was a very easy and less costly procedure, advantageous and convenient 
to the landlord and also to the tenant and it was less costly at the same 
time. Now the procedure which has been provided in the bill by the Select 
Committee will prove very costly and very much harassing and obstructive 
to the tenant. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: On a point of order, Sir. The question is that there 
dre many amendments to clause 13 and Mr. Ahmed is putting in clauses 13, 
14 and 15 all together in one amendment. Is this in order, Sir? He can 
put in 13 first and carry on with it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think that is quite in order. He can move his 
own amendment and if his amendment is carried the other amendments will 
fall through. 

Mr. BUOY 8INGH NAHAR: We have taken up clause 13 and not 
clauses 14 and 15. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Nur Ahmed is not moving amendments to bill 
clauses 14 and 15. He has moved an amendment to bill clause 13 only, to 
replace it by his suggested clauses 13, 14 and 15. He has simply said that 
such and such be substituted for bill clause 13. Yes, Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: As I was saving Sir, this will be advantageous 
both for the tenant and also for the landlord and my amendment seeks to 
simplify the procedure and to provide safeguards for the tenant. So I 
oommend my amendment for the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Amendment moved that for clause 
13 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I would request Mr. Nur Ahmed 
to withdraw his amendment in view of the Government being prepared to 
accept the amendments to be moved by Mr. Clarke on this clause. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: In view of the statement made by the Hon’ble 
Minister I beg leave of the House to withdraw this amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In any case I have got to place it before the House. 
Now the house is in seizin of the amendment. Mr. Nur Ahmed has moved 
it. 


Amendment moved that for clause 13 of the Bill, the following be substi- 
tuted as clauses 13, 14 and 15, namely: — 

13. or proceeding for eviction not to be instituted and possession of 

premises not to be recovered without previous permission of the Controller 
in certain cases. — (I) No suit or proceeding by a landlord against a tenant 
in possession of any premises for eviction of such tenant therefrom in which 
any of the grounds specified in clause (d) of the proviso to sub-section (/) 
of section 12 has been taken as a grounu for such eviction shall be entertain- 
ed by any Court unless the landlord has been permitted by the Controller 
by an order in writing under sub-section (3) to institute such suit or 
proceeding and has produced before such Court proof that such permission 
has been granted. [Cf. The Calcutta House Rent Control Order, 1943, para- 
graph 9A and the Bengal House Rent Control Order, 1942, paragraph 10A.] 
(2) If in any suit or proceeding by a landlord against a tenant in 
possession of any premises for eviction of such tenant therefrom, a decree 
or order for the recovery of possession of such premises has been made 
before the date of commencement of this Act on any of the grounds specified 
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in clans© ( e ) of the proviso to sub-paragrpah (2) of paragraph 9 of the Cal- 
cutta House Rent Control Order, 1943, or in clause ($) oi the proviso to 
sub-paragraph (2) of paragraph 10 of the Bengal House Rent Control Order, 

1942, but the possession of such premises has not been recovered from the 
tenant, the execution of such decree or order shall be stayed until the land- 
lord produces before the Court by which such decree or order may be 
executed or in which such execution is pending, as the case may be, proof 
that he was permitted by the Controller appointed under the Calcutta House 
Rent Control Order, 1943, or the Bengal House Rent Control Order, 1942, 
as the case may be, to institute such suit or proceeding or to proseoute sue! 
suit or proceeding or to recover possession of such premises by the execution^ 
of such decree or order or that ne has been permitted by the Controller bv 
an order in writing under sub-section (3) to recover possession of sucu 
premises by the execution of such decree or order. 

(3) A landlord who desires to obtain from the Controller, — 

(a) any order referred to in sub-section (7) permitting him to institute 

a suit or proceeding referred to in that sub-section against a 
tenant in possession of any premises for evicting smoh tenant 
therefrom , or 

(b) any order referred to in sub-section ( 2 ) permitting him to reoovor 

possession of the premises in respect of which any decree or order 
referred to in the said sub-section has been made by the execution 
of such decree or order, V 

shall apply in writing to the Controller in that behalf, and if, on receipt 
of such application, the Controller, after giving the tenant in possession of 
the premises an opportunity for showing cause against the application and 
after considering all the circumstances of the case, is satisfied, — 

(i) in the case referred to in clause (a) that there is sufficient cause 
to hold that any of the grounds specified in clause ( d ) of the 
proviso to sub-section (1) of section 12 which has been taken 
by the landlord as a ground for eviction of the tenant in such 
suit or proceeding exists, and 

(it) in the case referred to in clause ( b ) that it is a fit case for the 
landlord to recover possession of the premises by execution of the 
decree or order referred to in that clause on any of the grounds * 
referred to therein on which such decree or order has been made, 

the Controller shall, after recording his reasons in writing, make the order 
applied for, and, if the Controller is not so satisfied, he shall also after 
recording his reasons in writing, make an order rejecting the application. 

(4) The Controller may, before making under sub-section (3) any order 
referred to in sub-section (2) permitting a landlord to recover possession 
of any premises by the execution of a decree or order, allow such time as 
he considers necessary to the tenant to vacate the premises and to deliver 
possession thereof to the landlord. 

14. Suit or proceeding for eviction for non-compliance with the provi- 
sions of the Act as to payment of rent. — (1) No suit or proceeding by a land- 
lord against a tenant in possession of any premises for eviction of such tenant 
therefrom, in which non-compliance with the provisions of this Act as to 
the payment or deposit of rent due by such tenant in respect of such premises 
to the full extent allowable by this Act within the time specified in that 
behalf in this Act has been taken as a ground for such eviction, shall be 
entertained Jby any Court unless the landlord has been permitted by the 
Controller by an order in writing under sub-section (2) to institute such 
suit or proceeding and has produced before such Court proof that such 
permission has been granted. [Cf. The Calcutta House Rent Control Order, 

1943, paragraph 9B and the Bengal House Rent Control Order, 1942, para* 
5*ph 10AA.J 
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(2) A landlord desiring to obtain from the Controller any order referred 
*to in sub-section (1) permitting bim to institute a suit or proceeding referred 
> in that sub-section against any tenant in possession of any premises for 
evicting such tenant therefrom shall apply in writing to the Controller in 
that behalf, and if, on receipt of such application, the Controller, after 
giving the tenant in possession of the premises an opportunity of showing 
oause against the application aim considering all the circumstances of .the 
case, is satisfied that there has been no such non-compliance with the provi- 
sions of this Act as to the payment or deposit of rent due by such tenant 
In respect of such premises, or that reasonable grounds exist for such non- 
t compliance, and if the tenant has paid to the landlord or has deposited in 
* 4he manner in which a deposit of rent iB required to be made under sub- 
'' section (1) of section 16 the rent allowable by this Act in arreay before an 
order under this sub-section is made, the Controller shall, after recording 
his reasons in writing, make an order rejecting the application, but, if the 
Controller is not so satisfied or if the tenant has not so paid or deposited the 
rent allowable by this Act in arrear, the Controller shall, also after recording 
his reasons in writing, make the order applied for. 

15. Stay of suit and proceeding for eviction of a tenant pending appeal 
against order p ermitting landlord to institute or prosecute such suit or 
proceeding. — Where any appeal has been presented under section 24 against 
an order of the Controller under sub-section (3) of section 13 or under sub- 
jection (2) of section 14 permitting a landlord to institute a suit or proceed- 
ing in any Court or against an order of the Controller under sub-section (3) 
of section 13 permitting a landlord to recover possession of any premises 
by the execution of a decree or order, all proceedings in connection with 
such suit or proceeding or the execution of such decree or order, shall be 
stayed during the period such appeal is pending on intimation of such 
appeal being given to the Court in which such suit or proceeding has been 
instituted or such suit or proceeding or the execution of such decree or order 
is pending, as the case may be, by the person by whom such appeal has 
been presented. [Cf. The Calcutta House Rent Control Order, 1943, para- 
graph 9D.] 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it the pleasure of the House to grant leave to 
Mr. Nur Ahmed to withdraw his amendment? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS and Mr. BIREN ROY: No, Sir. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: It has been objected to. So it will be put to the 
vote. 

Thl Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Yes, Sir, it may be put to the 

vote and Government will have to vote against it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: To save the time of the House I need not read the 
amendment again. 

The question before the House is the amendment No. 79A of Mr. Nur 
Ahmed. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. Nur Ahmed your amendment is 
lost. Come over to our side. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think we better stop here today. The House 
stands adjourned till 2-^ p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Wednesday, the 26th 
February, IM7. 



MEMBERS ABSENT. 


Members absent 

Tie following members were absent from the meeting held on the 25t^ 
February, 1947: — * , # 

(1) Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury, 

(2) Mr. Eamini Kumar Dutta, 

(3) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria, 

(4) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(5) Mr. Mobarak Ali Khan, 

(6) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(7) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish, 

(8) Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pa'than, 

(9) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman, 

(10) Mr. Biswanath Roy, and 

(11) Miss Ethal Robertson, C.S.P. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 

..... , gJL - - - - 

First Stssfen, 1M7 — No. 11. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 26th February, 1947 at 2-15 p.m. being 
the eleventh day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 62(2) (a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


Programme of Business. 

Mr, ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD : Sir, may I draw your attention to 
the programme of business that we have received up to now which shows 
that there will be business on the 3rd and 4th March and the House will 
adjourn and then again meet on the 10th March. 1 think members on both 
sides of the House are of the opinion that it will be convenient if the House 
dfBs not sit on the 3rd and 4th so that members who come from raofussil 
* will not be required to come again on 3rd and 4th and then again go and*i 
again come back on the 10th March. I would request you to give us this 
recess. 

j Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud, mv attention was drawn ^ 
to this request yesterday but I regret to say that I did not ugree with your 
views and my reasons are these: We shall start the general discussion of 
Bie Budget from the 27th and there will be General Discussion of the 
Budget on the 28th also and then we adjourn and take up the general dis- 
cussion of the Budget again on the 3rd and 4th March, that is on Monday 
and Tuesday next. Now, it is very necessary that the Budget Discussion 
should be continuous as far as possible. It is a privilege of this House to 
discuss the Budget. This House has no right to vote on the demand for 
grants and it is assumed that Government will take decision on the Budget 
in Jthe light of discussion of the Budget here. 1 believe that the voting on 
the demand for grants in the other place will start on the 12th March. So, 

H we postpone the general discussion of the Budget till 10th March we 
hardly give Government chance to consider the opinion expressed on 
the Budget in this House. (Mr. Biren Roy: Do thev ever take into 
.consideration our views on the Budget Discussion f) (Mr. Haridas 
Mazuhdar : That is a farce of a debate and therefore the general 
discussion of the Budget can be postponed.) Well, it is entirely lor the 
House to decide that. I am just drawling your attention to the fact that 
it is a privilege of the House to discuss the Budget and my advice to the 
House would be to take the matter seriously, namely, the General Dis- 
cussion of the Budget. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDARi We do not take the discussion seriously 
at all. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You should, Mr. Mazumdar. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: That is your opinion, Sir, and we may 
have our owpi opinion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: However, I would suggest that the general dis- 
cussion of the Budget should be continuous. If you postpone the ai*m» 
*ian After 28th and then take up discussion on the 10th March then there 
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0 Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD: There will be time sufficient for the 
Hon’ble Minister to embody our views on the Budget in the course of hie 
reply to the other House. 


Mr. PRESIDENTS Well, it is not for me to press my views on you. 
I am entirely in the hands of the House. It is for you to say what you 
want at the same time it is my duty to advise that the House should take 
the General Discussion of the Budget very seriously and it is your privilege 
to criticise the Budget in a manner which would enable the Government to 
shape their policy in the light of the discussion that takes place here. 
Personally, my opinion is quite contrary to the suggestion. May I hear 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das’s views in this matter? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8. Sir, I have consulted the members of 
my party and they have no objection to postpone the discussion of the 
Budget. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: There is no question of objection. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Inasmuch as they are anxious to have 
holidays we do not stand in their way. * 


n Mr. PRESIDENT: It is the privilege of the Opposition to take part in 
the discussion of the Budget. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Tomorrow and the day after we are to 
discuss the Budget and these days are not affected. The Government party 
is anxious to have holidays only on the next two allotted days, namely, the 
3rd and 4th March. To this we can possibly have no objection. * 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: I also agree with the views of Mr. Lalit 
Chandra Das. 


Mr. G. MORGAN: I object to the proposal before the House. Perhaps 
it is one way of postponing discussion on the Budget on the second two 
allotted days. I don’t know if this postponement is to prove that discussion 
by this House is a “farce” as remarked by an honourable member. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: We shall have no objection to 
whatever is the desire of the House as a whole. If it would be convenient 
to the majority of members to have the Budget discussion postponed after 
the first two days debate tomorrow and the day after, Government can 
possibly have no objection. I agree with the views you hold and expressed, 
that it would be desirable from the point of view oi the importance of the 
House to have the discussion, continuously for some days, but, for the 
convenience of the members if a postponement is desired we won’t object. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR. What about the Accounts Committee? 
We have not heard anything since about the constitution of the Accounts 
Committee with this House represented on itP 

Mr. PRESIDENT: At present Sthat is not before the House, 
Mr. Masumdar. If it is the desire of the House that the Budget discussion 
should be postponed by ten days it is for the Government to alter the dates 
accordingly. 


M r. ABDUL RASHID: On^the 27th and 2Sth of this month, namely, 
j^poforrow and the day after, we are having the discussion. I# is only in 
Inspect of the last two days we want a slight postponement. 



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS , 
iomi fl f Agriculture, Veterinary an8 Animal Husbandry. 

tl. Mr* €»• MORGAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries be pleased to state if he is 
aware — 

(t) that the term of office of the Board of Agriculture, Veterinary and 
Animal Husbandry expired in August, 1946; and 

(it) that the Board has not yet been reconstituted? 

(b) Is it proposed to reconstitute the Board of Agriculture, Veterinary 
and Animal Husbandry? 

( c ) If so, when? 

(d) If not, why not? 

Mf. ABDUR RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries): 

(a)(i) Yes. 

The Board has just been reconstituted as the Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries with three wings, Agriculture, Veterinary and Fisheries. 

(b) to (d) Do not arise. 

, Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR. Will the Parliamentary Secretary let 
the House know what are the names of the members of the Board of Agri- » * 
culture already constituted? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I cannot tell you that offhand. 1 have not got 
the list with me. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Will the Parliamentary Secretary be pleased to state 
[that the Board of Veterinury which expired in August, 1§46 and since 
reconstituted cannot find a place to sit and cannot even house their office 
and is advertising for a place for the last one year and is it a fact that no 
landlord is going to give a house to house this office on account of the 
rigours of the Rent Control Order? 

Mr. ABDUL RA8HID: I have got no bucIi information. 

Bengal State-Aid to Industries Amendment Bill. 

Q2. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Commerce, Labour and Industries be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that a comprehensive Bengal State- Aid to Industries Amendment 
Bill was drafted by the last Ministry and even notice was given for its intro- 
duction in the Bengal Legislative Council ? 

(b) Do the Government of Bengal propose to introduce a comprehensive 
Amending Bill as promised by the last Ministry? 

(c) If so, when? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE, LABOUR 
and INDUSTRIES (the Hon'ble Mr. 8hamsuddin Ahmad): (a) and ( b ) 

Yes. 

(c) In the next Session. 

The Caloutta Rent Bill, 1846. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: What about a statement from the 
Hon’ble Minister, Sir, in the matter of the tramway workers strike that is 
going on still?, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot allow you to nut a short-notice quesfe<«#A 
as I must now pass on to the Calcutta Bent Bill. ^ 
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Mr. HARIDAI PAZUMOAR: The Fiiunce Minuter u fortunately 
h«» and he may aeanre ua wlum he is coming forward with such a statement. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is Hr him to say whether he is prepared to assure 
you or not. Let us now take up the amendments that were postponed on 
•ub-elause (5) of clause 2. 

Clause 2. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS As regards amendment No. 12 I do not think it 
arises in view of the fact that Nos. 10 and 11 were lost. Similar is the case 
with regard to No. 13. No. 14 therefore may be moved. Eai Bahadur 
Jogendra Chandra Ray. 

Ral Bahadur JOGENDRA CHANDRA RAY: Sir, I beg to move that 
in sub-clause (<5) of clause 2 of the Bill, after the words "lodging house” 
in line 11, the words "let on daily or weekly rent basis” be inserted. 

Sir, there are two kinds of boarders, some permanent and others qasual. 
Casual visitors visit the city for purposes of business, for purposes, of 
pleasure or for temporary halt en route to their destination. If a hostel is 
to serve the primary purpose of accommodating casual visitors the number 
of permanent visitors should not be allowed to be increased beyond a certain 
proportion; otherwise it will be very difficult for casual visitors to find 
accommodation. If this amendment is not accepted, it will give encourage- 
ment to boarders to get into a hotel ostensibly for temporary accommoda- 
tion and then take advantage of the Act and stick on to the inconvenience 
of genuine visitors. I therefore commend my amendment to the acceptance 
of the House. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (5) of clause 
2 of the Bill, after the words "lodging house” in line 11, the words "lei 
on daily or weekly rent basis” be inserted. 

Mr. BIREN RDY: Sir, I rise in support of this amendment which is 
a very reasonable one and I think the Hon’ble Minister will find his way 
to accept it, because of the fact that, otherwise, as the Bill is being framed, 
landlords will try to take advantage of this bv going irfto hotels and boarding 
houses and lodging houses and occupying all the rooms there, because that 
is the only way whereby they can have a place where to lay their hands. 
But if this is dtone on a weekly basis, that may be stopped. 

Mr. LALIT OHANDRA DAE: Sir, I rise to support the amendment. 
In the Delhi legislation on this subject a similar provision with regard ,to 
the hotels has been found. In fact, unless these words are inserted, those 
who come and would like to stay in hotels will find it difficult for wtfnt of 
accommodation if all the seats m hotels, etc., are occupied by permanent 
boarders, and the very purpose of hotels will be frustrated thereby. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I oppose the amendment. 
I do not see any reason why the rooms let on a monthly basis should be 
excluded from the operation of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The a uestion before the House is that in sub-clause 
(5) of clause 2 of the Bill, after the words "lodging house” in line 11, Jhe 
words "let on daily or weekly rent basis” be inserted. 

The motion was put and a division taken w'ith the following result: — 

AYES — 13. 


Mr, talU Chandra Oat. 

Mr, Hamandra Kumar Oaa. 

Mr. BanMm Chandra Dutta. ^ 

Mr. Satiah Chandra Jana. 

Ral iahadur Brojondra Mohan Maltra. 
Mr. Na§«idra Nath MohManaMth. 
mm Uriah ftahar. 


Ral Bahadur Jogandra Nath Ray. 

Mr. Blron Roy. 

Mr. Patiram Roy. 

Mr. Blrondra Klahort Ray Chowdhvry. 
Mr. Charu Chandra Sanya!* 

Mr. SatWi Chandra Bon. 
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NOES— M. , t 

Mr. gb j. k. Htok. 

n» mn'Mi Mr. Mytd MinmimiiMM 
Husain. 

Mr. Latafat M twain. 

Khan Sahib Mtbarak AH Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Utlf. '* * 


Mr. Mtasaam Hussain Chowdhury. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarks. 

Mr. D. <1. Cohan. 

Mr. E. 0. Dayns. 

Mrs. Labanyaprova Outta. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Hague. 


Mr. Qaarga Morgan. 

Mr. Tarak Hath Muktrjl. 
Mr. T. B. Nlmmo. 

Mr. Abdur Rashid. 

Miss Ethal Robsrtson. 
Maulvl Wahlduzzaman. 


Ayes being 13 and Noes 24 the motion was lost. 

Mr, C. E, CLARKE: Sir, I beg to move that in sub-clause ( 5 ) of olause 
2 of the Bill, after the words “lodging house” in line 11, the words “let for 
a period of not less than one month” be inserted. 

Sir, this clause as it now reads is likely to prove unfair and dis- 
advantageous to travellers in transit and in inserting this amendment we 
seek to be more precise and definite in regard to the definition of “premises”. 
With these words, Sir, I commend my amendment for the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (J) of clause 
2 of the Bill, after the words “lodging house” in line 11, the words “let 
for a period of not less than one month” be inserted. (The Hon’ble 
Mr. Eazlur Rahman was saying something to the President.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, does this amendment arise 
in view of the decision of the House on the previous amendment ? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: We cannot follow what he is saying. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The Minister was trying to point out whether in 
view of the decision given by the House on the previous amendment' of 
Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray, this amendment arises. That is the 
question ; is it not P 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is a thing in which there may be differences of 
opinion. I cannot disallow it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: I support this amendment of Mr. Clarke. 
But I fail to understand the logic why these gentlemen, the Europeans, 
went over to the other block while the House was voting on the previous 
amendment. Possibly, Sir, he wanted to have the honour seeing his own 
amendment carried. Well, we will give him our unstinted support to this; 
we do not grudge it. But still I would like to know from him whether 
these words “let for a period of not less than one month” which he wants 
to be inserted by his amendment, qualify the word “lodging house” onlj 
or they also apply to “hotel, and boarding house”. Assuming that his 
intention is that these words should qualify all the three namely “hotel, 
boarding house and lodging house”, I have no hesitation in supporting him. 
At least by virtue of this amendment travellers from outside may have an 
opportunity of getting some accommodation in a hotel. With these words 
I support him. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H: Sir, I should like to 
support this amendment though tjie other amendment, No. 14, has been 
lost, as whatever we get in the form of some advantage over the official view 
we should welcome it. The point here is whether anybody getting into a 
boarding house for an hour or two is entitled to claim protection from 'evio 
(ion. I submit, Sir, that the law as proposed in this Bill would be sdrirwy 
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$tar*h and so very unreasonable that no sensible legislator should proceed 
on the terms which have been adopted in the final Bill. Therefore, though 
you may not restrict it to a weekly or daily basis, but at least those who 
remain at a hotel for a period not less lhan one month should have the 
protection. Something is better than nothing. 

N W, Sir, what is the object of this protection? The object is that 
persons who are at a hotel or a boarding house with the consent of the 
owners of the establishments for a period of at least one month, they and 
they only should have protection because, obviously, they came to the 
boarding house for some business or purpose which would require them stay 
there for at least a month or more. If so, it would be unreasonable for 
owners of hotels or lodging houses to ask them to pay any amount at their 
pleasure. It is in order to prevent that position that Mr. Clarke has very 
wisely brought forward this amendment and I submit it is a very very 
reasonable amendment and it should be accepted by the House and the 
Government: otherwise it would be extremely difficult to find any room 
in any boaraing or lodging house. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I feel that there is some 
misapprehension in the minds both of the mover of the amendment and of 
Ike honourable member who spoke last. The question of eviction does not 
arise at all. Those who take a tenancy on a weekly, or daily basis or for 
ten days or a period like that, at the end of that period, their tenancy is 
terminated ana therefore no Question of eviction under clause 12 arises. 
Accordingly, this ground should not be put forward by honourable members. 

As regards the question of rent, that a hotel or a lodging house should 
charge as he likes, a person who is in need of accommodation. Take the 
case of a patient, who comes to Calcutta for treatment for two or three 
days. Now the hotel owner finding him in a helpless condition would like 
to charge him very high rates. Should this House allow the hotel-owner 
|o do so? It will be simply allowing the hotel-owner or owner of lodging 
houses to exploit the necessity of the people. I pointed out on a previous 
occasion that, necessity of persons should not be allowed to be exploited, 
und that is the main object of this Bill. Because there is not sufficient 
accommodation there has been felt this necessity for a Bent Control Bill. 
If you really go into the spirit of the Bill, then I believe the House will 
agree with me that this amendment should not be pressed. In this view 
I would appeal to the honourable mover not to press his amendment. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that in sub-clause 
( 5 ) of clause 2 of the Bill, after the words “lodging house’* in line 11, the 
words “let for a period of not less than one month” be inserted. 

The question was put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES— 19. 


Mr. L. P. 8. Bourn*. 

Mr. C. E. Clark*. 

Mr. Lallt Chandra Dai. 

Mr. H*m*ndra Kumar Dai. 

Mr. Banklm Chandra Datta. 

Mr. E. D. Doyn*. 

Mr. 0. J. K. Hook. 

Mr. Satlih Chandra Jana. 

Hal Bahadur Brol*ndra Motion Maitra. 
Mr. Nagandra Nath Mahalanobiih. 


Mr. Abdulla*al-Mahmud. 

Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Mr. Sultanuddln Ahmad. 

Hal Bahadur Dhlrandra Lai Barua. 
Mr. Maajttddln Bhutya. 


Mr. George Morgan. 

Mr. Bajoy 8ingh Nahar. 

Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray. 

Mr. Biren Roy. 

Mr. Patlram Roy. 

Mr. Blrandra Klihora Hoy Chowdhury. 
Mr. Charu Chandra 8anyal. 

Mr. Satiih Chandra San. 


*Mr. Mo&uem Huuatn Chowdhury. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul LatH Chowdhury. 
Mr. 8y*d Fails Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mrs. Labartyaprova Dutta. 
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Khan Bahafcir A. M. Shatioodul Hague. 
The Hon’ble Mr. 8atyed Muazztmuddin 
MmiIa. 

Mr. Latafat Hoasaln. 

Khan 8ahM Mobarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latlff. 


Mr. Tarak Nath Mukarjaa. 

Mr. Abdur Rashid. 

Or. Kaslruddln Talukdar. 

Mr. Md. Tauftq. 

Khan 8ahfb Maulvl Wahiduzzaman. 

S 


Ayes being 19 and the Noes 20 the motion was lost. 


Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBI8H : Sir. I beg to move that 

in sub-clause (S) of clause 2 of the Bill, the words “at variable rents at 
different seasons of the year” be deleted. 

Sir, it appears that the draftsman of this Bill has actually omitted to 
include the stalls in a market as defined in clause (J^) of section 3 of the 
Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923, but then he has qualified it by the words 
“at variable rents at different seasons of the year”. It is extremely 
difficult at least for me to understand what difference does it make whether 
a stall is let out on a certain rent or at some tolls, fixed or variable. All 
stalls are stalls and whether the rent will vary or not will depend upon the 
seasons, the demand and various other circumstances which have got nothing 
to do with the principle of control of rent. As we all know, these stalls 
are very often abandoned, have to be frequently improved, altered and 
there are several other factors which go to make the stalls entirely different 
from any room or any house that is let out from day to day or from month 
to month or from year to year. The point is that if you really want to 
exclude stalls why do you qualify some like this “at variable rents at 
different seasons of the year” and exclude them only? I submit, Sir, that 
“stalls” ought to be excluded altogether without qualifying it in any way 
whatsoever and I will be very anxious to hear the Hon’ble Minister on this 
point as to what particular interest is there to have the stalls qualified in 
a way in which it has been sought to be done in this definition, for the 
purpose of excluding tho.se stalls only. As honourable members will readily 
perceive, there has never been any case with regard to these stalls — at least 
I have not come across any case and I believe it will be the experience of 
other honourable members; there has never been any complaint with 
regard to exaction by the market owners or others with regard to these 
stalls. They are carrying on business in the market and there is really no 
guarantee that they would really attend every market on every day or that 
they would stick to a particular stall for all time to come. These are in 
the nature of temporary occupations and they settle between themselves 
and the market-owners what their rents should be. I therefore submit, 
Sir, that it has been very unwise to qualify the stalls by these words “at 
variable rents at different seasons of the year”. Now supposing you have 
got “at variable rents” without having that qualification “at different 
seasons of the year” you can conceive easily that the rent is variable but 
that does not necessarily vary with the seasons; it varies with other circum- 
stances. But here stalls “at variable rents at different seasons of the year” 
they will alone be excluded. So I submit, Sir, that these qualifications 
ought to be removed and the clause ought to read like this “• * *, but 

does not include a stall let for the retail sale of goods, etc.”. That would 
be reasonable and that ought to be acceptable for the House. I therefore 
commend this amendment for the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT? Order, order. Amendment moved that in sub- 
clause (5) of clause 2 of the Bill, the words “at variable rents at different 
seasons of the year” be deleted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I oppose the amendment, 
the reason being that a standard rate cannot be fixed for this kind of stalls. 
Take the case of a fruit stall. Now they have variable rents in the different 
seasons of the year according to the kind of seasonal fruit that is sold there 
in the stall and therefore as the rents are varied at the different seasons o£ 
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tiie year a standard rent for the year cannot be fixed for guch stalls. With 
regard to the other stalls the same consideration does not arise and there- 
fore they are not excluded from the operation of this Bill. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I support the amendment 

Mr# PRESIDENT: You ought to have got up before the Hon’ble 
Minister replied. I will now put the question. 

The question before the House is that in sub-clause ( 5 ) of clause 2 of 
the Bill, the words “of variable rents at different seasons of the year” be 
deleted. 

The question was put and lost. 

Mr* C* E* CLARKE* Sir, I beg to move that in sub-clause (£) of 
clause 2 of the Bill, the words “or a room or rooms in a hospital, sanatorium, 
convalescent home, infirmary or residential club” be added at the end. 

Sir, I do not consider that this amendment needs any enlargement. The 
desirability is obvious and I do not think it is the intention of Government 
to interfere with arrangements relating to hospitals, sanatorium and like 
institutions or domestic affairs of residential clubs. The amendment 
improves this clause and I submit it to the House without further comment. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: The amendment moved that in sub-clause (< 5 ) of 
clause 2 of the Bill, the words “or a room or rooms in a hospital, sanatorium, 
canvalescent home, infirmary or residential club” be added at the end. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, on behalf of this party I wholeheartedly 
support the amendment. I need not add any further word. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H: I support the motion. 
As Mr. Clarke has very aptly said, this amendment does not require any 
elaboration, but still I would like to say a few words as to why there should 
be an amendment like this. In order to clear up the matter, let us suppose 
that there are rooms in hospitals, paying rooms, where a patient is allowed 
to stay on on payment of certain charges for the rooms and he gets medical 
aid close at hand, and the question that will arise unless this amendment is 
accepted, is whether they do or do not come within the purview of this Bill. 
Would anybody like to interfere in this matter? I think the Hon’ble 
Minister will agree that those rooms should not be brought within the 
purview of this Bill. 

There is another question which is about sanatoria, convalescent homes, 
infirmaries or residential clubs; the same question will aris here, for they are 
sought to be deliberately excluded. Take, for instance, the residential 
dubs. It is obvious that it is undesirable to bring them within the mischief 
of the Bill. Now, Sir, what I would like to say on this is that Mr. Clarke 
wants to exclude them hut does not include stalls and other things and a 
room or rooms in a hosiptal, sanatorium, infirmary or residential club. I 
therefore support the amendment. 

Mr. 8ATI8H CHANDRA 8EN: Sir, I support this amendment, the 
reason being that the idea of this Act to give protection to certain class 
of people who want to live in Calcutta, But certainly it is not the inten- 
tion that by giving protection to this class of people there should be certain 
difficulties for tbe institutions which are being run on a different basis. 
From that point of view this amendment is very reasonable and I support it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I oppose this amendment 
inasmuch as it is not necessary. If you refer to the definition given in the 
Bill you will find that “premises!’ means any building or part of a building 
or any but or part of a but which is or is not intended to be let separately 
for residential or non-residential purposes” and then ft says “* * • als(> 
.I includes a room or rooms in an hotel, boarding house or lodging house but 
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does not^include a stall at variable rents at different seasons of the year”. 
Therefore the presumption is that these are not included as room or rooms 
in hotel, etc. This Is one ground why this amendment is not neoessary. 
As a matter of fact it is not the intention that the Rent Controller will 
interfere in these cases. But at the same time there may be difficulty if 
we expressly provide for it, because a residential house or a lodging- house 
may pass as hotel or sanatorium or residential club. It is very difficult to* 
define what is a sanatorium and what is a infirmary and what is a lodging 
house. But where there will be a genuine case it will not come under this 
definition. In this view of the matter I oppose the amendment. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: The auestion before the House is that in sub-clause 
(5) of clause 2 of the Bill the words “or a room or rooms in a hospital, 
sanatorium, convalescent home, infirmary or residential club” be added at 
the end. 

The question was put and a division taken with the following result : — ^ 


Mr. C. E. Clarks. 

Mr. Lallt Chandra Dat. 

Mr. Hamandra Kumar Das. 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta. 

Mr. E. D. Doyna. 

Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan. 
Mr. Satish Chandra Jana. 

Rai Bahadur Brojandra Mohon Maltra. 


Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanoblsh. 
Mr. Gaorga Morgan. 

Mr. Bajoy 8!ngh Nahar. 

Mr. J. B. Nlmmo, 

Ral Bahadur Jogandra Nath Ray. 
Mr. Blran Roy. 

Mr. Patlram Roy. 

Mr. Charu Chandra 8anyat. 

Mr. Satish Chandra San. 


AYE8 — It. 


Mr. L. P. 8. Bourna. 


NOE8— 23. 


Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud. 

Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

Mr. 8yed Badruddoja. 

Ral Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Raajuddin Bhuiya. 

Mr. Moazzem Hosain Chowdhury. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latlf Chowdhury. 
Mr. 8yad Fazla Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutt. 

Tha Hon'bla Mr. Abdul Gofran. 

Ayes being 19 and Noes being 23 


Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haqua. 
Tha Hon'bla Mr. Salyad Muazzamuddlm 
Hosain. 

Mr. Latafat Hoesain. 

Khan 8ahtb Mobarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latlf. 

Mr. Tarak Nath Mukharjaa. 

Mr. Abdur Rashid. 

Mr. Amulyadhona Roy. 

Dr. Kaslruddln Taiukdar. 

Mr. Md. Tauftq. 

Khan 8ahlb Maulvl Wahlduzzaman. 

the motion wa9 lost. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 


Mr. ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: It stands held over as arranged 
the other day. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: We are on clause 2 now. We are considering 
those amendments which were held over the other day. 

Mr. ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: Not moved, Sir. 

Alhadj Khan Bahadur 8HAIKH MUHAMMAD dAN: Sir, I beg to 
move that in sub-clause (7) of clause 2 of the Bill, the following be added 
at the end of paragraph (a), namely: — 

“Provided that if the building was erected after 1943, the increment 
will be up to 50 per cent, of the rent at which it would have been, 
let in 1943.” 


The reasons for my moving this amendment are the same as I put for- 
ward before, namely, that the cost of constructing a house now is much 
higher at present than it was, say, 5 years ago. Therefore in the first place- 
it would have been better if the buildings erected after 1943 had beea 
altogether excluded from he purview of this Act. I pleaded on this point 
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Imt that has not been accented by the House. At least this much I want, 
In view of the tremendous increase in the cost of materials for building a 
fiouae, that the increase over the standard rent should be up to 50 per cent. 
4tnd not a mere 10 per cent. I hope that this amendment will be accepted 
by the Government. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Amendment moved that in sub- 
clause (7) of clause 2 of the Bill, the following be added at the end of 
paragraph (a), namely: — 

“Provided that if the building was erected after 1943, the increment 
will be up to 50 per cent, of the rent at which it would have been 
let in 1943”. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I do not find any justification 
for this amendment to allow an increase of 50 per cent, over the rent for such 
n building in 1943, for the buildings constructed after 1943. So I oppose it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is 
that in sub-clause (7) of clause 2 of the Bill, the following be added at the 
*€nd of paragraph (a), namely: — 

“Provided that if the building was erected after 1943, the increment 
will be up to 50 per cent, of the rent at which it would have been 
let in 1943.” 

The question was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 2 

fitand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 


Clause 10. 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH RAY: Sir, I beg to move that sub- 
clause (2) of clause 10 he omitted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The Hon’ble Minister desires that 
clause 10 and 12 should stand over, as he would like to reconsider the 
matter in the light of the previous amendments. So let this amendment 
stand over. 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH RAY: All right, Sir. I have no 
objection. 


Clause 13. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We therefore come to clause 13. Mr. Clarke. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: Sir, before I move this amendment I ask the 
permission of the Chair and of the House to let me move my own amend- 
ment as well as the amendment No. 83 A. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. But No. 83 A stands in the name of Mr. Abdul 
‘Hashid 1 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: Y es, Sir, but I ask permission to move that 
-amendment in conjunction with my own amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Why not let Mr. Rashid move his amendment and 
you move yours as it is, so that while there will be one discussion on both 
the amendments, they would be put separately? But Mr. Rashid’s amend- 
jnent will be put first. ^ 

TN Hon’bto Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: But a redrafted amendment 
◄combining both amendments has been put in by Mr. Clarke. 
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Mr. PRESIDE NT: Is the draft ready P Let me have a copy of it. 
(A copy of the re-drafted amendment was handed over to the President.) 
Yes, that will do; itf will make the thing mnch simpler. 

Mr. Clarke has redrafted his own amendment incorporating therein 
amendment No. 83A, that stands in the name of Mr, Abdul Bashia. I take 
it that there is no objection to Mr. Clarke moving his own amendment in 
an amended form. Mr. Clarke. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, we have not got amendment 
No. 83A or even the amended amendment of Mr. Clarke. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: I beg to move that for clause 13 of the Bill, [the 
following be substituted, namely : — 

“13. (2) No suit or proceeding by a landlord against a tenant in 

possession of any premises for eviction of such tenant therefrom 
in which any of the grounds specified in clauses (b) and ( d ) of 
the proviso to sub-section (2) of section 12 has been taken as a 
ground for such eviction shall be entertained by any Court unless 
the landlord has been permitted by the Controller by an order 
in writing under sub-section (.5) to institute such suit or 
proceeding and has produced before such Court proof that such 
permission has been granted. 

(2) If in any suit or proceeding by a landlord against a tenant in posses- 

sion of any premises for eviction of such tenant therefrom, a 
decree or oroer for the recovery of possession of such premises 
has been made before the date of commencement of this Act on 
any of the grounds specified in clause (c) of the proviso to sub- 
paragraph (2) of paragraph 9 of the Calcutta House Rent Control 
Order, 1943, or in clause ( c ) of the proviso to sub-paragraph (2) 
of paragraph 10 of the Bengal House Rent Control Order, 1942, 
but the possession of such premises has not been recovered from 
the tenant, the execution of such decree or order shall be stayed 
until the landlord produces before the Court by which such 
decree* or order ma\ be executed or in which such execution is 
pending, as the case may be, proof that be was permitted by 
the Controller appointed under the Calcutta House Rent Control 
Order, 1943, or the Bengal House Rent Control Order, 1942, as 
the case may he, to institute such suit or proceeding or to 
prosecute such suit or proceeding or to recover possession of 
such premises by the execution of such decree or order or that 
be has been permitted by the Controller by an order in writing 
under sub-section (J) to recover possession of such premises by 
the execution of such decree or order. 

(3) A landlord who desires to obtain from the Controller, — 

(a) any order referred to in sub-section (2) permitting him 

to institute a suit or proceeding referred to in that sub- 
section against a tenant in possession of any premises 
for eviction such tenant therefrom, or 

(b) any order referred to in sub-section (2) permitting him 

to recover possession of the premises in respect of which 
any decree or order referred to in the said sub-section 
has been made by the execution of such decree or order, 

shall apply in writing to the Controller in that behalf, and if, 
on receipt of such application, |he Controller, after giving the 
tenant in possession of the premises an opportunity for showing 
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cause against the application andjJter considering all the circum- 
stances of the case, is satisfied, — 

(i) in the case referred to in clause (a) that there is sufficienj 
cause to hold that any of the grounds specified in clauses 
(b) and ( d ) of the proviso to sub-section ( 1 ) of section 
12 which has been taken by the landlord as a ground 
for eviction of the tenant in such suit or proceeding 
exists, and that in the case of suit or proceeding for 
i'V'c ti o’i th'» "round specified in clause (b) of the 

said proviso that the consent of the landlord to sublet 
the premises has not been unreasonably withheld, and 

(ti) in the case referred to in sub-clause (b) that it is a fit case 
for the landlord to recover possession of the premises 
bv execution of the decree or order referred to in that 
clause on any of the grounds referred to in sub-section 
(2) on which such decree or order has been made. 

the Controller shall, after recording his reasons in writing, make 
the Order applied for, and, if the Controller is not so satisfied, 
he shall, also after recording his reasons in writing, make an 
order rejecting the application. 

(4) The Controller may, before making under sub-section (3) any 
order referred to in sub-section (2) permitting a landlord to 
recover possession of any premises by the execution of a decree 
or order, allow hucIi time as he considers necessary to the tenant 
to vacate the premises and to deliver possession thereof to the 
landlord.’' 

Sir, we have very carefully considered the new clause which I have 
suggested in my amendment and we are of opinion that it is much more 
suitable than the original clause of this Bill. So having considered very 
carefully I place it before the House for its acceptance. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: Amendment moved that for clause Id of the Bill, 
the following be substituted, namely: — 

4 ‘13. (1) No suit or proceeding by a landlord against a tenant in 

possession of any premises for eviction of such tenant therefrom 
m which any of the grounds specified in clauses (b) and {d) of 
the proviso to sub-section (1) of section 12 has been taken as a 
ground for such eviction shall be entertained by any Court unless 
the landlord has been permitted by the Controller bv an order 
in writing under sub-section {3} to institute such suit or 
proceeding and has produced before such Court proof that such 
permission has been granted. 

(2) If in any suit or proceeding by a landlord against a tenant in posses- 
sion of any premises for eviction of such tenant therefrom, a 
decree or order for the recovery of possession of such premises 
has been made before the date of commencement of this Act on 
any of the grounds specified in clause (c) of the proviso to sub- 
paragraph ( 1 ) of paragraph 9 of the Calcutta House Rent Control 
Order, 1943, or in clause ( c ) of the proviso to sub-paragraph (/) 
of paragraph 10 of the Bengal House Rent Control Order, 1942, 
but the possession of such premises has not been recovered from 
the tenant, the execution of such decree or order shall be stayed 
until the landlord produces before the Court by which such 
decree or order may be executed or in which such execution is 
pending, as the case may be, proof that he was permitted by 
the Controller appointed under the Calcutta House Bent Control 
order, 1943, or the Bengal House Rent Control Order, 1942, as 
the oase may be, to institute such suit or proceeding or to 



CALCUTTA RENT BILL. 


101 


im.] 

prosecute such suit or proceeding or to recover possession of 
such premises by the execution of such decree or order or that 
he has been permitted by tU Controller by an order in writing 
under sub-section (3) to recover possession of such premises by 
the execution of such decree or order. 

(3) A landlord who desires to obtain from the Controller, — 

(a) any order referred to in sub-section (1) permitting him 

to institute a suit or proceeding referred to in that sub- 
section against a tenant in possession of any premises 
for evicting such tenant therefrom, or 

(b) any order referred to in sub-section {2) permitting him 

to recover possession of the premises in respect of whioh 
any decree or order referred to in the said sub-section 
has been mude by the execution of such decree or order, 
shall apply in writing to the Controller in that behalf, and if, * 
on receipt of such application, the Controller, after giving the 
tenant in possession of the premises an opportunity for showing 
cause against the application and after considering all the circum- 
stances of the case, is satisfied, — 

(t) in the case referred to in clause (a) that there is sufficient 
cause to hold that any of the grounds specified in clauses 
(b) and (d) of the proviso to sub-section (1) of section 
12 which has been taken by the landlord as a ground 
for eviction of the tenant in such suit or proceeding 
exists, and that in the case of suit or proceeding for 
eviction on the ground specified in clause ( b ) of the 
said proviso that the consent of the landlord to sublet 
the premises has not been unreasonably withheld, and 

(it) in the case referred to in sub-clause (b) that it is a fit case 
for the landlord to recover possession of the premises 
by execution of the decree or order referred to in that 
clause on any of the grounds referred to in sub-section 
(2) on which such decree or order has been made, 
the Controller shall, after recording his reasons in writing, make 
the Order applied for, and, if the Controller is not so satisfied, 
he shall, also after recording his reasons in writing, make an 
order rejecting the application. 

( 4 ) The Controller may, before making under sub-section (3) any 

order referred to in sub-section (2) permitting a landlord to 
recover possession of any premises by the execution of a decree 
or order, allow such time as he considers necessary to the tenant 
to vacate the premises and to deliver possession thereof to the 
landlord/’ 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, 1 rise to oppose this amendment. Mr. Clarke 
has practically put in what was in clause 13. It was hence a waste of 
time for the Select Committee to go through the whole Bill and draw the 
travelling allowances as usual and then come in with the support of the 
Government from behind to replace those clauses which were deleted in 
[the Select Committee. I do not know whether the Government did not 
know [their mind at the time when the Select Committee were meeting or 
they were playing with the time. Now, Sir, there is another aspect of 
the thing and it is this that the Controller has been made the Dictator in 
Calcutta in respect of the landlords renting their houses. But, Sir, I do 
not see airp reason why bis judgment should be preferred in preference to 
the Civil Court Judges. This is a kind of thing which we on this side^^t 
the House cannot only, not tolerate but cannot support it. Bor here wh|| 
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we are trying to separate the judiciary from the executive, the Govern- 
ment is bent on gradually transferring everything to the hands of the 
etxeoutive and in spite of the fac^Hhat the European members supported 
ns in this matter of transfer of the judiciary fromHhe executive they are 
ehoosing another backdoor policy of handing over everything to the 
inefficient and corrupt executive officers, not even to executives properly 
appointed, much to the detriment of the landlords who have invested 
large sums of money to cater sufficiently to the needs of the tenants and 
where the Government has not come forward in any way in regard to the 
supplies of controlled building materials such as cement, iron, etc., to 
help or alleviate the difficulties either of the landlords or of the tenants. 
We, Sir, oppose this amendment. 

Mr. NACENDRA MATH MAHALANOBISH : I am sorry 1 have Jto 
oppose this amendment of Mr. Clarke. Mr. Clarke, it appears, was a 
member of the Select Committee. Of course he has submitted a Note of 
Dissent no doubt. But then the Hon’ble Minister in charge who was 
presiding at the Select Committee meetings, it appears, did accept the 
Select Committee’s amendments. We find that the Select Committee 
entirely omitted clause 13 which contained this provision replacing it by 
another but also the two subsequent clauses 14 and 15 dealing with this 
matter of decision by the Kent Controller. Now the first point that would 
naturally strike honourable members is this. What is the necessity of 
having the same matter tried over again once by the Kent Controller and 
then again by the Civil Court? If you think that the Kent Controller is 
«an authority who should finally decide the fate of the landlords and the 
^pnanfs, well, let him have the final power to sav whether a particular 
tenant should be ejected or not. Here I am not dealing with the question 
of fixing of rent. I am dealing with the question of eviction. If a land- 
lord actually requires the house for his own occupation bona fide and he 
wants the tenant to vacate and gives the tenant a reasonable and legal 
notice to vacate and if the tenant persists in occupation what is the land- 
lord to doP The ordinary law of the land is that he can claim eviction 
from the Civil Court. And this law says, No. The jurisdiction of the civil 
court is barred until Mr. A, B, C, or D who may he the iortunate fellow who 
becomes the Kent Controller either in Calcutta or in the moffusil has had 
his say. The landlord lias to approach him and he may be dragged on 
with his application for 3, 4 or 5 months at least if not more and the 
tenant also is to attend the Kent Controller's office to put forward various 
pleas true or false. Both have to attend court, spend money over lawyers 
and other things when rightly or wrongly the Rent Controller decides one 
way or the other. Anybody who is dissatisfied goes up to appeal and 
there the same process is repeated and another 6 or 7 months or perhaps 
more pass when !the appellate judgment is received. So we merrily pass 
on for about a year in taking the Kent Controller’s decision and to have 
,the decision tested again by an appellate authority. Then we come to the 
civil court. If the landlord is fortunate enough to convince the appellaje 
court*that he has got the right of evictiou because the premises are 
required for his bona fide requirements for his own occupation. Then the 
case conies to the civil court and the tenant begins to argue anew, files 
written statements and contests that right of the landlord. This process 
goes on the appellate court and also in the High Court. Whv do you add 
injury after injury? If you do not want that landlords should evict their 
tenants, because they were intervened and it was at some time difficult to 
obtain accommodation, and tenants should he the real masters of the 
situation, tell us frankly that landlords should not eject their tenants up 
to the year 1949. We can quite understand that. Let the landlords hold 
their souls in patience till that kjrne. But why go through the farce of 
forcing ithem to litigation, causing them to incur expenses, trouble and 
annoyance? If that is your scheme, if that is thought fair and expedient 
by you, say so in so many words and let the landlords and their tenants 
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after the year 1949 have their^ordinary legal rights, but instead of doing” 
that you practically do the sanle thin£ ip another way. Even if the land- 
lord has got the right if he ultimatelw*^ucceeds in proving to the satisfac- 
tion of the Controller hs well ’’as to the satisfaction of the Civil Court and 
also the High Court for the case can as well go up to that Court also, and even 
if he succeeds at all these places, he could not possibly get occupation or 
possession of the house till after 4 or 5 years. The Law’s delay is well 
known but even so I think further cause for delay is being inserted in 
between the landlord’s rights and the civil court’s decision and the Rent 
Controller’s decision. I do not for a moment understand the justification 
behind all this and as to how you could get better and quicker results by 
this amendment. If you have no faith in the civil court’s decision, or if 
you prefer the Rent Controller’s decision, then make the Rent Controller’s- 
decision final and exclude the civil court altogether. That we can under- 
stand but the process in which legislation is going on in this House in 
this province seems to be that the intention of the legislature is not only 
ifo create difficulty both in the way of the landlord ana the tenant but also- 
to realise more court-fees and subject .them to more and more litigation 
expenses and to harassment and embarrassment. I submit that this- 
introduction of the Rent Controller for the purpose of forcing the land- 
lords to obtain his previous consent for the purpose of going to the civil 
court cannot be justified by any principle or necessity or even expediency. 
Generally, Sir, if you had put down certain principles which the Rent 
Controller would be bound to observe before he granted or refused permis- 
sion to sue then I submit the same principle could be enunciated for the 
purpose of guiding the civil court, namely, that under such and suob 
circumstances a tenant could be ejected and under such and such circuit 
stances a tenant could not be ejected. You can embody that principle in 
the body of the law and tell the civil court that it must act according to 
that, and if a civil court makes a mistake then the matter may be taken 
to a higher court. But why do you pul in the Rent Controller here 
unless you have some ulterior motives ? Sir, I am very loth to impute 
any ulterior motives to the authors of this Bill or to the author of this 
amendment but I submit that unless there is sojne motive behind this, 
then win are \ou so very anxious to bring in the Kent Controller? I can- 
not understand lor a moment what benefit the landlord and the tenant will 
get by seeking the preliminary decision from the Rent Controller. It may 
be suggested that the tenant might be saved from litigation expenses in 
a civil court if the rent controller refused to grant permission but I submit 
that if really the landlord has got the right to sue under the ordinary law, 
the landlord can harass the tenant by litigation and in many other forme 
and it is perhaps known to many honourable members that if a landlord 
is dishonest in spite of your law he can carry on litigation. You will 
have also to consider the nonest landlords and honest tenants. In their case 
you ought not to bring in all this further complication by bringing in a 
Rent Controller and again the way in which the provisions are sought to 
be enforced are full of complications. 1 would just refer you to clause 2 

in the first instance. Clause 2 of the proposed new amendment By 

the way, Sir, I would like to mention to you that we have not got a copy* 
of this proposed amendment of Mr. Clarke before it was read out, and it 
was not circulated to us. It is rather an involved amendment and requires 
very careful consideration before we can do justice to the matter involved 
and I am saying what I have got to say. I submit, Sir, that in case of 
this sort of amendment though the Chair has power to admit any amend- 
ment at any tim e 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: I have done it with the consent of the House and 
I did no.t Exercise my power. I wanted to find out whether there is any 
objection to Mr. Clarke moving the two amendments together but there 
was no objection and I allowed it. 
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Mr. NACENDRA MATH HAHALAMOBtlH: Is that so? I •» 

I did not hear it as in that case I would Hire spoken about the difficulty. 
Ho wever, as I have said, it is a va^y 'complicated amendment and requires 
wery careful consideration. What I would Ike to point out is that in this 
provision you are not satisfied with having obtained permission from the 
Bent Controller: you go further and do away with the right of the land- 
lords under the Transfer of Property Act. Then, Sir, you do away with 
the right of the landlords which they have obtained under a decree of a civil 
•court; you impeach that also and even after obtaining decree you require 
him to go to the lient Controller to have permission to execute the decree. 
This, I submit, is one-sided legislation and it is not fair. In every legis- 
lation we should look not only to the interest of one class, the tenant, but 
also to the other class, the landlord. The first and foremost thing we 
should bear in mind is that both are honest and work on that basis, and 
unless some special mischief is brought to the notice of the Controller that 
in regard to certain acts of a large number of dishonest tenants or land- 
lords certain remedial action is necessary, we should proceed on the basis 
that both landlords and tenants are honest. But demand of higher rent on 
-account of scarcity of accommodation ought to be resisted. It can be done 
by the Bent Controller but we should not venture into legislation which 
would really ruin both the landlord and the tenant specially in this city. 
Tou ought to simplify the procedure. As I have suggested just now, this 
intervention of the lient Controller for the purpose of having permission is 
mischievous and unnecessary and therefore I am opposed to the principle 
underlying this amendment and I hope that the House would reject this 
amendment and accept and proceed upon the Select Committee proposal. 

1 Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I would oppose the amendment 
which has been moved by Mr. Clarke. In order to understand whether this 
-amendment is reasonable or even necessary it is necessary that 1 should 
read out section 13 as lias been put in by the Select Committee that would 
give a fair idea to the House regarding the procedure to be adopted in certain 
nuits and proceedings for eviction of tenants. Section 13 lays down: — 

“13. Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law for the 
time being in force in every suit or proceeding by a landlord 
against a tenant in possession of any premises for eviction of 
such tenant therefrom in which any ot the grounds specified in 
clause ( d ) of the proviso to sub-section (1) of section 12 or in 
which non-compliance with the provisions of this Act as to the 
payment or deposit of rent due by such tenant in respect of such 
premises to the full extent allowable by this Act has been taken 
as a ground for such eviction, the Court shall at the first hearing 
of such suit or of .the application out of which such proceeding 
has arisen, or as soon as may be thereafter, after giving the 
parties an opportunity of being heard and considering any 
evidence whicn they may produce, decide first if the ground so 
taken bv the landlord for eviction of the tenant exists, and, if 
the finding thereon is sufficient for the final disposal of such suit 
or proceeding, may pronounce judgment or pass orders accordingly, 
but if the finding is not sufficient for such final disposal, the Court 
shall adjourn the further hearing of such suit or proceeding for 
the production of such further evidence or for such further 
argument as may be necessary for the final disposal of such suit 
or proceeding: 

Provided that in the case where the Court finds that reasonable grounds 
exist for non-compliance with the provisions of this Act as to the 
payment or deposit of rent to 'the full extent allowable by this 
Act, the Court shall Jiefore passing any decree or order for evic- 
tion of the tenant on the ground of such non-compliance allow 
to the tenant such time as it may think fit |o pay to the landlord 
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or to deposit in Court*41ie rent allowable by this Act in arrear 
together with snob costs of the suit or proceeding as may be 
determined by the Cofcrt, and shall not pass such decree or order 
if the tenant pays tg the landlord or deposits in Court such rent 
in arrear together with such costs within the time so allowed. 

This is what has been put in by the Select Committee in place of that 
cumbrous procedure which was shown in the original clause — sections lo, 
14 and 15. In order to underhand the suits or proceedings to be adopted 
for the eviction of the tenant it is first necessary for us to realise on what 
grounds the tenants can be ejected. First of all I would draw the attention 
of the House to clause 12 of the Bill. At the very outset it lays down a 
provision that there shall be no order for ejectment ordinarily to be made 
if rent paid at allowable rate. Now, the proviso says That nothing in this 
sub-section shall apply, — 

{a) where the tenant lias done any act contrary to the provisions of 
clause (wi) and {o) or clause {p) of section 108 of the transfer 
of Property Act, 1882, or 

[(/>) where in the absence o* any contract to the contrary the tenant 
has, without the consent in writing of the landlord, sublet the 
premises in whole or in part, or], 

(!>) where the tenant has, without the consent in wiiting of the land- 
lord, sublet, or allowed any person other than the landlord to 
enter into possession of, the premises in whole or in part, or 
continuously for a period of not less than two months allowed 
the premises to remain vacant, or 

( r ) where the tenant has been guilty of conduct which is a nuisance or 
an annoyance to oecupicis of adjoining or neighbouring premises, 
or 

(d) where the premises are bona fide required by the landlord either 
for purposes of building or re-building, or for Ins own occupation 
or for the occupation of any person f<u whose benefit the premises 
are held, or where the landlord can show any cause which may 
be deemed satisfactory by the Court.” 

Now, Sn, this is laid down in clause 12. Here you will find that we 
have laid emphasis on the fact that the landlord is to show cause which is 
deemed satisfactory b\ tin* court. Is this Controllci a courts We dis- 
cussed this point elabmalely in the Select Committee whether the Controller 
should he made a Dictator in all affairs relating to the relations between 
the tenant and the hindloid. That was a moot point we had a discussion 
on, and we had a talk on the principle that, in the matter where a decision 
is to he given with respect to the final rights of the landlord and the tenant, 
regarding eviction, the matter ought to rest with the court, for the Court 
is considered a far more respectable and responsible bod\ than a Dictator 
Controller who is recruited from the executive set vice. We have got, Sir, 
the conditions and we have got. Sir, the (nullifications that will he necessary 
for one to be made a Controller. Now the Government may have a set ni 
Controllers far inferior in qualifications and in foresight, and, in the matter 
of deciding cases for inferior to the Judicial Officers who are the persons 
competent to pronounce a decision in cases of eviction. Sir, in redrafting 
clause 13 the Select Committee eliminated altogether the Controller aw we 
considered that there was no necessity to go to the Controller but as there 
was a provision for a preliminary hearing we thought that we can concede 
thus far that a preliminary hearing may be given by the court to both the 
Landlord and the tenant to decide whether a suit for eviction should proceed 
or not. We thought that the proper forum was the Court to avoid the 
unnecessary waste of money and time which the proposed amendment 
involves by bringing in the Controller before the Court. We decided that 
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the preliminary hearing will be given byv the court and we gave it in sec- 
tion 13. We conceded that a preliminary hearing ^may be given by the 
court whether a just ground specified in clause ( d ) of section 12 exists for 
eviction of a tenant, and then only if the Court is satisfied, after giving a 
preliminary hearing to the landlord and also to the tenant after giving notice 
to the tenant in cases of eviction, that no ground existed to evict the tenant, 
the court will reject the application of the landlord at once. And if the 
ground exists for eviction they will proceed with further hearing, etc. 
This is all provided in the Bill clause 13. But what is proposed to be done 
by the proposed amendment of Mr. Clarke suggests that which the Hon’ble 
Minister sitting on the other side is eager to accept. What Mr. Clarke 
suggests is that the Controller should sit head and shoulders over the court. 
According to him the Controller should be first approached for a certificate 
whether a suit will lie or not, whether reasonable grounds exists for bringing 
in a suit under clauses (h) and (d) of section 12. He gives a hearing to 
both parties. Then if he is pleased or if he can be pleased he grants a 
certificate. What is that certificate? The certificate is — Go to the bivil 
court for eviction, 1 ask — Why go to the Civil Court? If you trust your 
Controller invest him with full powers to decide a case one way or the other. 
Why this dubious way of asking a man to go to the Controller to obtain 
a certificate and then direct the landlord to go next to the court. Really, 
Sir, this is astounding. We, Sir, .sitting here are labouring under a great 
disadvantage and our suggestions, however reasonable they may be, are 
rejected by a brute majority on the other side. \\ e are not to be outvoted 
by reason, fairness or justice but simply by brute majority. (Mr. Annum. \n- 
al-Mahmud: Reason and justice and fairness is your monopoly only.) 
Well, Sir, wait in patience and you will hear. This remark came from 
your leader, Mr. diimah, and I am simply < j u < *t i n it (Mi. A lOu i t, ui- u 
Mahmud: Yes, we have heard your argument.) Yes, 1 am only quoting 
your leader. But now to enme back to the Bill and the amendment Let 
us see how the matter stands now and under the report of the Select Com- 
mittee. There we dispensed with the Rent Controller altogether in tins 

matter. We provided m the select committee that tin* landlord who wanted 
eviction of bis tenant should in the first place go to the civil eouit so that 

the civil court should have a preliminary hearing and if tin* court were 

satisfied after hearing both the landlord and the tenant that just cause or 
ground existed it would accord permission tot tin* evidion. Which is the 
better provision, Sir? Whethei to go first to the Rent Controller for a 
preliminary permission to sue and then to go to the Civil Court for settle- 
ment of the matter, or to let the civil court decide the matter once for all 
without the intermediary of the Rent Controller? We wanted to avoid the 
dubious procedure of spending money as well as time when prima facie just 
cause existed for eviction. Then, Sir, there is another queer thing. If the 
landlord gets a decree he will again have to seek the permission of the Rent 
Controller under sub-clause (b) of the suggested amendment for evicting 
the tenant, and the Controller will have to be satisfied as to whether every- 
thing was in order when a previous eviction order was passed, that is, 
whether in passing tin* order of eviction the procedure laid down in the 
Calcutta House Rent Control Order. 11143, or the Bengal House Rent Control 
Order, 1942, was fully observed. I submit that it must be presumed to be 
in order if the fact is that the order was passed by a competent court of 
competent jurisdiction. When a competent court of competent jurisdiction 
passes a decree of eviction it must be presumed that all the formalities of 
law were gone into and that the procedure laid down in the law were fully 
observed. The onus would now lie on the other side to prove that it was 
not so observed, after getting notice to do so; and the tenant after getting 
fresh notice will come forward and say that in fact the procedure laid down 
in the two House Rent Con troT Orders of 194*1 and 1942 were not observed. 
And in this ca.se the landlord will have to run again to the Rent Controller, 
and what for. Sir? Only for getting a certificate that everything had been 
in order. And if the Rent Controller is so pleased then and then only will 
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he come back to the civil court for the purpose of carrying out the order 
of the court. This is a very tedious process and should be done away with. 
If you do not trust the civil court, a court of competent jurisdiction, then 
take away its jurisdiction and invest your Rent Controller with full authority 
to dispose of the suit. But instead of doing that, you are having the matter 
duplicated so that the Government coffers might be replenished. You are 
further insulting the civil court by allowing the Rent Controller to sit head 
and shoulders above the court. From the start of the litigation at all the 
stages you are allowing the Controller to sit head and shoulders over the 
civil court. The matter may be very much simplified and rendered very 
much easy if you placed implicit faith in the civil court. The people have 
faith and trust in the civil court, a court of competent jurisdiction used to 
deal justice in an even handed manner between all parties ; let tiiis court 
be authorised to do all the things in connection with the eviction of the 
tenant. If you really do not trust the civil court, then all that I say is that, 
for God’s sake, give all the powers to the Controller, so that the parties 
ma t \ not have to go from one place to another and get involved in huge costs. 
But instead of doing that you are billowing all sorts of dubious methods. 

For these reasons we object to this amendment. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD: Sir, I rise to render mv wholehearted 
support to the amendment moved by my friend Mr. Clarke. 1 have heard 
with care the arguments advanced by Mr. Nagendra Nath Mnhalanobish 
and Mr. Lulit Chandra Das. I would give credit to Mr. Das for his lengthy 
argument. He t Links however that all the reasons and arguments are his 
monopoly. I do not like to argue about what be said, but 1 would like to 
reply to what has been said by Mr. Mahalanobish regarding the procedure 
to be gone into by the Civil Court. What are the advantages? 1 must 
say that there are advantages in having the provision that lias been 

suggested. This special measure — the Rent Control Bill — has been provided 
aftei a great deal oi expeiience gatbeied during the time when there was 
war and the effect that an* being experienced after war. It bus been 

seen that unscrupulous landhuds in order to increase the rent by leaps and 
bounds rush to the emnt or take any other means the\ like. This is Govern- 
ment nt the people which Mi. Das characterises as having a brute majority. 

1 may sav t fiat it is bound to lie a majority rule everywhere as it is in the 
Centre Now, Sir, in older to give relief to the tenants from the unscrupul- 
ous landlords this provision has been suggested by Mi. Clarke, because in 
clause '2(a) that has been suggested to be provided by the Select Committee 
provision of the Controller lias been made who should lie a barrister or u 
member ot the judicial oi executive service having 10 years of service. 
Mr. Das and Mr. Mahalanobish presume that because these officers bold 
executive office tbeietoie the\ will be unscnipulous in passing judgment as 
soon as a landlord comes with a petition. 1 cannot understand bow they 
presume that an officer who comes from a judicial service and who will sit 
in a court to give pel mission or to refuse permission of eviction upon an 
application, will be biased and will not deal with the ease in a judicial frame 
of mind. I do not see anv tone in this argument. I lend mv support to 
this amendment for the reason that if power is given to the Controller who 
is a member of the Provincial Service or a Barrister or a member of the 
Judicial Service in order to prevent unnecessary harassment to the tenant 
from the action of an unscrupulous landlord this will not only save his time 
but will also save a lot of money to him. So I think that this amendment 
is advantageous both to the landlord and to the tenant as it will take less 
time and will be less costly. The new clause 13 suggested by Mr. Clarke 
is clearer than the one suggested by the Select Committee and it is an 
improvement over the original clause. Special provision has already been 
made for giving special power to the munsif or judge here in order to bring 
an ejectment suit. But nowhere it is laid down what the value of the court- 
fee would be in order to bring such a suit against the tenant. Would it be 
annas twelve o* would if be decided according to the value of the property 
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rom which the eviction of the tenant is sought?. Now, Sir, this petition 
rtiich will have to he given to the Controller will cost the landlord only 
2 annas as fees and some fees to the lawyers 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Mahmud, our time is up. How 
ring you will take to finish your speech? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD • I do not know. But it the House can 
'O on T can finish within 5 minutes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then we can continue tor b minutes more. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD: Now, Sir, that empowers the civil 
rmrt with special power and twice the matter will have to be gone into, 
'irst of all it will hear the preliminary argument. We do not know what 
ill he the procedure to he adopted by the civil court judge, whether he 
ill take evidence as soon as the suit is instituted and a date fixed and 
jmmons served on the defendant that is the tenants. Then on the first day 
m tenant will appear and on the very day he may submit a written state- 
leut and another date will have to he fixed to hear the preliminary aigu- 
ients whether the tenant is liable to he ejected or not. A prima facie case 
ill have to he made out on the first day. Then another date to he fixed 
t the discretion of the court whether to take evidence or not. Then it will 
e a lengthy procedure. First there will he an adjournment for 2 or 4 
lOiiths. He will then pass a preliminary decree just as in mortgage suit 
fter say lj years. Here also special power has been suggested to he given 
o the Munsit or Judge to give a preliminary deeiee not before ‘1 oi 4 months, 
hiring this period both the tenant and the landloid will have to be present 
hrough their lawyers. Of course this would he advantageous to us no 
oubt and from Mr. Lalit Chandra Das and Mr. Mahulauohish’s point ot 
iew also, hut the landlord and the tenant will he harassed and unnecessarily 
[) 0 . So if this amendment is accepted only permission is necessary from 
he Rent Controller and a date will he given soon to ascertain whether the 
tndlord requires the house or premises as has been given in clause 120/). 
f the landlord can make out a case that lie requires the houses for his own 
ccupation the matter will he easier. If the tenant does not do anything 
ontravening the provision of section 108 oi the Transfer ot Property Act. 
882, and if the landlord harasses the tenant unnecessarih and also it that 
s proved Hum the matter will he easier and the landlord will have to pay 
or it. Mr. Das and Mr. Mahalanohish are pleading for the landlords but if 
he landlord goes on harassing the tenants in this wa\ an amendment ot this 
lature is very necessary. 

With these words, Sir, 1 wholeheartedly support the amendment. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. The House stands adjourned till 2-1 b 
iJln. tomorrow. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 2-lb p.m. on Thursday, the 27th 
tMnuun , 11147. 
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(6) Alhaj Yar Ali Khan, 
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(9) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman, 
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amount of •u'btontion received from the Central Government, only" one- 
third or 50 , i« earmarked for real development purposes, and the balance 
is spent in 'running the present administration; of. in other words in crea- 
tion of offices sometimes it may be without any duty attached, and is this 
the development project with which the Government intends to increase 
the economic wealth of the Country? Sir, I may mention their another 
gigantic plan or bluff if I am allowed to say so. Sir, it is a paper scheme 
Just to mislead the Centre and the people. In the Budget I find a pro- 
posal to spend a sum of rupees 153 crores for the development oi the pro- 
vince. Just below this proposal, there is the note of the Government 
which states that the sum of rupees fifty three crores that is the superfluous 
portion over the one hundred crores will be spent on unproductive purposes 
in the name of development by a Government which is mishandling a huge 
sum every year and whose notorious boat building policy has almost be- 
come a scandal all over the world. 

Sir, I can assure you, had the Finance Minister intended, he could 
have balanced the budget very easily and this I say from the very figures 
he has given to us for consideration. On the revenue side there is a loss 
of half a crore under Sales tax and another half a crore under Excise duty 
on country spirit, the total amount is only one crore. Similarly, there is 
decrease on the expenditure side and it is two crores. Is it not sufficient 
to balance the amount, even if we take the increase in expenditure in the 
Department of Law and Order. Under the development plan, the Minis- 
try curtailed expenditure under Irrigation and Civil Works. Mav I know 
the reason? The public suspects that it is postponed on communal grounds 
only. 

The basic revenue of the province is 32 crores. If so, it is already 
threefold of the old figure, which is, however, equivalent to the latter 
figure, supposing the inflation prevailing within the country to be about 
300 per cent. But the Finance Minister is making a proposal to raise it to a 
peak position of 45 crores, that is, about 40 per cent, above the present 
figure and that is when deflation is about to set in. He perhaps forgets 
that this amount is to be raised in future, when a recurring amount of six 
crores to be added to it for some years for reconstruction and another sum 
of four crores is to be added as interest charges for 82 crores of rupees, 
the amount to be payable for the abolition of the ze mind ary system of the 
province. The total amount will reach 55 crores. Remember our basic 
and natural revenue of province standing on the inflated finance is only 32 
crores. Will the Central Government come annually with a subvention of 
not 10 or 12 crores but its double amount? 

Of course, the Hon’ble Minister might say that the development schemes 
when given full effect to and the abolition of zemindary system will bring 
in a revenue. The old story repeats itself. We were similarly assured 
when state trading was started under a system of loan from the Central 
Government. From the figures under Debts and Deposits item, it appears 
the whole amount of one hundred and twenty five crores of rupees is 
grossly mismanaged, as instead of profits, the deficit noted has been in 
194445 a little lfiss than a crore; in 194546 it is more than eevea crores 
and seventy laks; in 1^4647 — it is a little less than 8 crores and 4 lakhs; 
and in 194748 it is more than 5 crores and 65 lakhs. It is the historic in- 
efficiency of handling finance by our League Ministry of the province. 
In the face of this sterling fact how ran we believe that the additional in- 
come would be earned when the abolition of zemindarv and the develop- 
ment schemes will be given effect to. I may very boldly prophesy that 
what would happen would he multiplication of new and costly posts and 
provided the League satellites and thus strengthening the party at the 
cost of the Hindu population of the province ; is it not a fact that it is they 
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who pay the major portibn of the revenue? But the Ministry is so un- 
mindful of them that i# the allocation of benefits, they totally forget about 
their existence. If not, why they so much earmarking about Muslim hos- 
tels, Muslim colleges, Islamia college, Islamia hospital, provision of one 
Engineering College at Dacca in addition to one already existing, proposal 
for adding two more Medical Colleges in Calcutta in addition to one more 
in the Lake area? If anybody takes even a birds eye view of the budget, 
he will justified to conclude that in Bengal no Hindu resides except the 
Muslims, for whose welfare, the so-called National Government of Bengal 
is so solicitous. This is frankly speaking robbing Peter to pay Paul. 

I say, Sir, finance is a science and science is very cruelly exact in its 
application. Communal or no communal, if you go on milching the cow 
which has given you the sustenance so long, if you do not still restrain 
yourselves in the unscientific way you are managing the province’s finance, 
it will be bled to death. When a mine is hectically worked up it is ex- 
hausted before the country could reap the benefit from its resources. The 
law of diminishing returns will soon set in as the inflation will melt away 
and the people will be reduced to penury, incapable of profitable assess- 
ment, the state finances will sustain a crack, the repair of which w'ould 
mean nothing less than dire bankruptcy. 

From my past experience in the legislature under the grossly com- 
munal administration of the League Ministry I can safely state that the 
discussion that we are having here in terms of the spirit and letter of the 
1935 Constitution Act and the rules made thereunder is mere waste of time 
and for practical purposes nothing but a humiliating farce. The pious 
wishes of our Ilon’ble President that the Hon’ble Finance Minister will 
make necessary changes in the light of the discussion here, will remain 
pious wishes all the while and will never be translated into action. Not a 
comma will be changed, not even a clerical error will be corrected. 

In my last year’s budget speech as far as I remember, I suggested the 
appointment ot an Advisory Committee with Government and Opposition 
members to examine the Government schemes, contracts and the payment 
of bills in connection therewith. No liouest Government could have brush- 
ed aside the request for such a Committee for the satisfaction of the people, 
where the representatives ot almost half the population form the Opposi- 
tion. But that is not to be lost; the whole game would be found out. 

A real Coalition Government is the need of the hour. The League 
Ministry should realise that the days for such smooth sailing relying on 
the brute and artificial majority are going to be numbered. And “making 
hay w'hile the sun shines” even for a few months is a very bad principle 
from the point of view* of the interests of the masses. I warn the Govern- 
ment not to forget this fact once and again. 

I would request the Ministry not to miss this golden opportunity of 
approaching the Hindu half of Bengal to bring about a real co-operation 
and coalition. If you miss the bus, the result will be the success of the 
movement of a separate Hindu province where more than GO per cent, of 
the population are the Hindus and non-Muslims. They cannot eternally 
bow down before your communal authorisation. The other day the Hon’bla 
Chief Minister taunted me when I threw out a suggestion on these lines 
and he could not take me seriously. But he is mistaken in his estimate and 
apprisal of the situation and the character of the Bengali Hindus. A few 
lines from a Bengal paper should be an eye opener to him : (Began to 
read a Bengali newspaper) 

Mr, PRESIDENT: What is that paper? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Ananda Bazar Patriha of the 14th 
Falgun, 1353 B.S. 
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Thft Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Is that jan editorial? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Yes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! Mr. Mazumdar, are you reading from the edi- 
torial of the paper. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, can he read from the 
editorial which is more or less a political opinion of a party? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR. Sir, the editorial reflects the minds of 
the public. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. But the honourable members here fully represent 
the opinion of the electorate and so you need not refer to the editorial of 
newspapers. It is not the practice. (Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed: Some 
reference was made to Madhupur) Order, order. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: All right, Sir. But this much I can 
Bay without any fear of contradiction that if the Ordinance Rule of 
Muslim League Ministry be a permanent feature of the administration of 
Bengal and if the communal educational policy be followed shamelessly 
and State killing in Noakhali or Calcutta be repeated anywhere else the 
division of Bengal on communal lines is sure to come. From the economic 
,point of view also this may be suggested that the Upper House may be 
abolished and in its place one Legislative Assembly in each of the two 
newly created provinces Suba Bangla with Dacca as its capital and Rarh 
Banga with Calcutta as its seat of Government under the Indian Union 
may be created resulting in the good feeling amongst all the communities 
of the Province. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL: Mr. President, Sir, just at the 
moment when perfect harmony amongst communities has become essential 
to facilitate transference of political power to the hands of the people of 
India, it is a pity that a budget of this type has been placed in this House 
for consideration. The budget as presented before this House is not a 
Bengal budget but may be characterised as an Islamic budget. I thank 
the Ministry for this straightforward business. It has several factors of 
far-reaching effect. If weightage to the majority is to be seen look at this 
budget. A little sprinkling to the Scheduled Castes and to the Buddhists 
may console a few job hunters but not the general masses. Anglo-Indians 
and Europeans have been given a mighty weigh tage to keep their voting 
in favour of the present Government in tact. This budget is certainly an 
example and an eye-opener to the non-Muslim majority provinces. It is 
out and out a political budget. It will strengthen the hands of those who 
want the partition of Bengal. The trick played upon is sure to entangle 
those who have invented it. Black art is a momentary illusion which is 
best suited for the stage but not for a natiou. It is an uneconomic budget. 
Mere distribution of jobs does not improve national economy. There is 
hardly any item that, would permanently improve the financial status of 
the common man of the province. The deficit runs into crores and if this 
policy is pursued it will mount up Everest high until an avalanche sweeps 
the nation away in spite of calling that old Otto Niemeyer to prop up. 
The great constructive suggestion in this budget that is likely to have a 
mark for generations is that an officer from the Finance Department is 
being sent abroad to learn the most progressive and scientific method of 
taxing the people. The people of Bengal would no doubt thank the Gov- 
ernment when the result would be felt by each and every one of them. 
The profit earning business ^of the Government by purchasing a Brooklyn 
ice plant no doubt fits in with time. Bengal has become too hot. The 
icy hand of cold waived over Bengal may no doubt bring some profit. We 
are accused of destructive criticism only. I offer a suggestion, and that 
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i* that the sales tax on books and news sheets should be withdrawn as it is 
a tax on education and learning. I may be further accused of trying to 

increase the deficit but there is a proverb ITT** 

This is not the last straw on the camel’s back. This budget has nothing 
more to criticise item by item. It is a budget that should be thrown out 
at once and replaced by a truly nation building budget of the most pro- 
gressive type. The Finance Minister has very rightly hit upon the point 
of improving the taxable capacity of the people by developing the wealth 
and resources particularly in the field of agriculture and industry. But 
the command of his party is there to stifle any attempt on his part in this 
line and reduce his expectations to a dream. Each and every item of this 
curious budget which I think the Finance Minister has presented to the 
House just to please his party is sure to be passed by the “brute” party 
majority — the party crying against majority oppression may take note of 
it. 

Sir, I again appeal to the Minister in charge to withdraw the budget, 
recast it to the best advantage of the common man of Bengal so that none 
may feel that he is unjustly ignored. 

Mr. BIRENDRA KI8H0RE ROY CHOWDHURY : Sir, rising to 
speak on the budget before us, T regret I cannot congratulate the llon’ble 
the Finance Minister. The financial position as set forth in his statement 
is not a satisfactory one. I would rather call it gloomy. It. has been 
stated that, under the revised estimates for the current year the deficit is 
likely to be more than Id crores which, as this House should remember, 
represented before the war the total amount budgeted for in this province. 
In the coming year also my friend, the llon’ble the Finance Minister, has 
not held out any prospect more satisfactory. In fact he has told us that 
lie has already estimated a deficit of (> crores, which, he warns us, is most 
likely to awe 1) to 12 crores if the recommendations for increased salary 
scales for Government servants are to be given effect to. As the salary 
scales will have in any event to be revised, it may virtually bp taken for 
granted that the Government will have to put in an extra expenditure of 5 
to 0 (Tores or even more for this purpose. So there appears to be no doubt 
about it that the deficit in the coming year will be practically as large as 
the deficit with which the Government is confronted in the present financial 
year. No Government can look on with equanimity when it cannot find 
money sufficient to meet about one-third of its normal expenditure. The 
future of India as also of this province is of course on the knees of God. 
We do not know on what basis the relations between the Central Govern- 
ment of this province will be determined after a year from now. Whether 
in view of the coming changes negotiations with the Government of India 
which, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister states, have been started for re- 
adjustment of Bengal’s financial jiosition have any value, I do not know. 
But, Sir, I wish the Government of Bengal success in this regard. 

I would not, Sir, go so much into what has been done or left undone in 
the current year. All that I would point out is that in the year which is 
now coming to a close the Government of India made available to Bengal 
10 crores 45 lacs for working non-productive schemes of development and 
uiore than another one crore and a half for executing productive projects 
of development. Unfortunately, although Bengal requires development 
in every field, the Government lias left unsent about 4 crores of this sum. 
It is still more unfortunate that a portion of the unspent amount could 
have been expended without any difficulty and this would have yielded 
results in the long run more productive than any other item of expenditure. 

I am referring, Sir, to the pittance of 10 lacs which was originally allotted 
lor post-graduate research. It is regrettable that the money so allotted 
Was not spent. In Irrigation, in Agriculture and in Civil Works also the 
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Government found it unable to work out tbe schemes. The year we hare 
pawed through has of course been abnormal but would I be ungenerous if I 
say that abnormal times require super-normal energy and drive on the 
part of those who constitute the Government. 

In the year 194748 the total estimated expenditure is nearly 54 crores 
or four times as much as the expenditure in the year before the war. In 
those days we could not visualise that it would be the lot of a provincial 
Government like that of ours to have the privilege to undertake such a 
huge expenditure. Many people then thought that if a few more crores 
were at our disposal a new heaven and a new earth might possibly be 
created. But although we are now in for an expenditure four times as. 
much there is hardly any likelihood of the face of this disfigured province 
being much improved by such a lavish expenditure. It is true that the 
value of the rupee is no longer what it was in those days. But all the same 
54 crores is a huge sum, which, if expended on right lines might have re- 
sulted in some permanent benefit to the province. It is however unfortunate 
that the budget estimates as presented to us bear witness to the wrong 
angles from which the present Government of Bengal is approaching the 
problems that are before us. 

First of all I may take up the Government policy in respect of develop- 
ment projects which it contemplates to undertake in the coming year. The 
total amount which has Wen earmarked for these purposes is near about 16 
crores. Much if not the whole of it represents grants from* the Government 
of India. Everybody who knows Bengal will at once admit the many 
sided improvement which this province requires in the immediate future. 
India herself is a backward country in most primary matters and due to- 
neglect and indifference on the part of the Government and its administra- 
tors during the last twenty-five years this province has become more back- 
ward still than many other parts of India. While several other provinces 
like the Punjab, Madras, Bombay, United Province and even Bihar exploit- 
ed fully the opportunities offered by the reform of 1919 and 1935 for con- 
structive improvement, we let slip these opportunities and our conditions 
in matters of education, public health, agriculture, road-building and other 
primury subjects deteriorated from year to year. The war whose brunt fell 
most cruelly on this province and the famine of 1943 which the war brought 
along with it had left deep scars on the face of Bengal. Consequently, Sir, 
any money that is spent for purposes of development should be welcomed 
bv all and sundry. Unfortunatelv we find that the 16 crores which the 
Government is intending to spend during the coming year will be spent 
virtually without any well-planned scheme behind the exj>enditure. Other- 
wise how is it possible that when more than a crore of rupees is being ear- 
marked for educational development, not a farthing of it is devoted to Uni- 
versity education and research. 1 have already referred, Sir, to the fact 
that in the budget estimate of 194647 there as a provision of 10 lakhs for 
Post-graduate research. But in the revised estimate it was cut and in the 
estimate for the coming year no such provision has Wen included. This 
is only an indication of the angle of vision from which Government policy 
is now being directed. 

We find in the statement of the Finance Minister a reference of 10 lakhs 
for the Muslim education fund, 10 lakhs for the scheduled caste education 
fund and 16,000 for the Budhist education fund. I do not grudge. Sir, the 
expenditure provided for under these heads. But I should emphasise that 
just as an education fund is necessary for the Muslims, for the scheduled 
castes and for the Budhists, so it is equally necessary for the remainder of 
the people. It cannot W said that those Hindus who are not included in 
the scheduled castes are all of them so prosperous as to fend for themselves. 
Just as there are prosperous people now among the Muslims so there are- 
prosperous people among the caste Hindus. But poverty and destitution 
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are unfortunately not confined to any community in this country. Why 
then this discrimination P A huge sum is again to be spent for developing 
the Islamia college on a new site for which 2 thousand acres of land are to 
be acquired. A provision of 4 lakhs has already been made to undertake 
civil works in this connection and many times more money will be spent to 
complete the scheme. I would not object to these better facilities for col- 
legiate education among Muslims provided such facilities were placed with- 
in reach of the people of other communities as well. The Government is 
the Government of Bengal though its directory is now mostly composed of 
the Muslims and it is expected that it would look to the interests as much of 
the Muslims as of the Hindus. But it seems that the policy of the Govern- 
ment appears to be to pamper one community at the expense of the other. 
No Government can possibly proceed with such lines of action without 
arousing the deepest indignation of even the most sober section of the people 
who are being denied to-day all facilities for progress. 

What is true of the Government policy in respect of education is also 
equally true in matter of medical aid. The only noticeable special grant 
which, mv friend, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister mentions in his state- 
ment is the grant of 2 lakhs 36 thousand to the Islamia Hospital. This is 
again a very clear indication of the outlook of the Government which is now 
ruling Bengal. The Hon’ble the Finance Minister has with pleasure 
referred to the improvement which statistics show in respect of death rate 
in this province. Malaria and other diseases are reported not to have taken 
their due toll in the year under review. But I should point out, Sir, that 
the figures are still not such as to congratulate ourselves upon them. All 
the diseases are still there not only sweeping over vast tracts but also lark- . 
ing in other places in nooks and corners to take their toll circumstances may 
permit. Unfortunately, Sir, we find in the development projects for 
public health reference to only the insignificant sum of 96 thousand for 
malaria control in Bengal. I do not know’ w’hat the Government will do 
with this sum. It is time that somthing more serious and more compre- 
hensive was done by the Government for controlling malaria which is 
devitalising our people from year to year and making them increasingly 
unable to branch out into activities so necessary for making Bengal pros- 
perous and progressive. The Government of Bengal should konw of the 
activities of the Central Anti-malarial Society with its headquarters in 
Calcutta. I believe that Society could have claimed greater co-operation 
and assistance of the Government than it is receiving today. If public 
health in Bengal, Sir, is really to be improved and the people are to be 
given opportunities of leading a healthy life, more tinkering will be of no 
avail. I do not find in this budget any indication of a new scheme to be 
operated in this field. The basic plan still remains that which was intro- 
duced more than twetnv years ago with results of which the Government 
of Bengal is certainly not proud. Meanwhile as every one knows the Gov- 
ernment of India appointed a Committee for public health survey under the 
Chairmanship of Sir Joseph Bhore. The report of that authoritative Com- 
mittee has now been before the public for nearly two years. I want to 
know, Sir, if the Government of Bengal had considered the long term and 
short term consideration in this budget which is largely a development 
budget. A sum of one lakh of rupees for propaganda purposes will not 
certainly result in the people of Bengal being more public-health conscious. 
Wbat can be done with only one lakh of rupees in the 26 districts each of 
which is almost with area and population of a small state. It is regret- 
table that neither a plan of its own has been formulated by the Govern- 
ment of Beilgal nor has the plan formulated by the Bhore Committee 
received any attention on its part. 

Sir, I would not like to dilate further upon this budget which baa left 

deeply depressed. I wish this Government which is to all intent# and 
purposes a Muslim League Ministry had shown a wider and a more liberal 
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outlook in framing the budget and in running the administration There 
are many wbo would of course point out that a wide outlook and the basic 
tenets of the Muslim League are inconsistent. I, for one, Sir, while 
attaching a good deal of importance to the organisation to which I belong 
attach still more importance to the person himself. And I believe that 
men mav always rise abve the tenets of the organisation of which they are 
the torcn-bearers. I expected therefore that my friend, the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister and his colleagues would in presenting this Budget rise 
above the exigencies of party politics in Bengal and give every man his 
due. I wish however that in the future they will be working for a more 
liberal policy so as to make Bengal healthy, wealthy and contented. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, with your permission I wish to make a few 
observations on the budget so ably presented by the Bengal’s most young 
Finance Minister. Sir, I first veongratulate the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister on the presentation of the Budget which cannot but be described 
as a nation-building budget to a larger extent. This budget has been 
attacked from many aspects and I do not like to answer to all of them. I 
would like to say that members of this House feel very little enthusiasm 
over the discussion of the budget, estimates because the constitution has 
given very little effective power over the finance of this province to this 
House. Ours is an academic discussion and therefore we do not feel very 
much enthusiasm over it. 

My first point would be about the allocation of contribution to Bengal 
by the Centre. In this connection I would refer to that unjust and inequi- 
tous Meston Award. The Central Government was in difficulty and they 
wanted money from the provinces and Mr. Meston was deputed for this 
work. A report was submitted by bim in which Bengal was very unjustly 
treated. It was calculated at that time that Centre got Bs. 28 crores from 
Bengal and it was given only 7 crores, i.e., 25 per cent while Madras about 
8 crores, i.e., about 40 per cent, and Bombay and other provinces were 
given about GO per cent. Bengal has the largest population and is one of 
the biggest industrial provinces w’ith its big port of Calcutta. Bengal 
represented to India Government for some more contribution but no heed 
was paid to it. This question was again gone into by the Joint Parlia- 
mentary Sub-Committee when the question was raised before them and 
they also recommended that Bengal should receive special consideration 
from the Government of India but no heed w r as paid to that also, and the 
injustice to Bengal remained un remedied. Then came the Niemeyer’s 
award. Before the Awrad w r as given Bengal had strongly presented her 
case. Even His Excellency the Governor of Bengal put up a very strong 
fight but the result was that, only the share of the jute export duty was 
raised from 50 to 62 per cent, and 20 per cent, share of the divisible pool 
of income-tax was given to Bengal and as such Bengal was placed on a par 
with Bombay. Sir, Bombay has only less than half the population of 
Bengal. Sut'h being the case how can Bengal be placed on a par with 
Bombay ? Bengal contributes, according to some calculation, 28 crores to 
the Centre. According to other calculations, with surcharges and the 
excess profits tax she contributes about 38 crores or more of rupees as 
income-tax to the Centre. In return she will get only 7 crores out of this 
28 or 38 crores or more. Sir, owing to this injustice her resources are crip- 
pled permanently and she is lagging behind and her many-sided needs can- 
not be fulfilled and cannot be ministered to. Had not the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister taken courage in both hands he could have balance the budget by 
making drastic cuts under the bead “Nation-Building Departments’*. Of 
course it reflects great credit on bim that be was courageous enough to face 
the deficit in bis budget, and yet o provide larger sums under heads “Public 
Health”, “Medical”, “Agriculture” and “Education” and thereby provid- 
ing more amenities and more comforts for the masses of Bengal. Surely 
he deserves thanks for this. 
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Sir, it will be said that the Bengal’s budgets, both the revised budget 
for the current year and the budget for the coining year, show a deficit 
of 13 crores and 6 crores respectively, and it may be argued that this 6 
crores deficit in the next year’s budget may be enhanced to about 12J crores 
or more because there remains the big items such as the recommendations 
of the Pay Commission, and these recommendations may increase the 
expenditure by 6 crores. There is also another item, the introduction of 
free and compulsory primary education in Bengal which according to 
Government estimates will cost the province 3 crores of rupees as capital 
and Rs. 80 lakhs as recurring cost. This has not been provided for in the 
budget. Sin, I strongly support the finance Minister in his demand for 
the revision of financial settlement with Bengal by the Centre and also for 
subventions from the Centre to make up the deficit which they can justly 
claim from the Centre. 

Sir, it is a known fact that jute is the monopoly of Bengal and the 
Centre realises more than 5 crores of rupees from Bengal as jute export 
duty. But Bengal gets back only, according to the present year’s budget 
estimates, 2 crores 80 lakhs. If Bengal is given the full amount of the jute 
duty realised by the Centre then it will get more than 5 crores in all. Or 
if Bengal is given at least 40 per cent, of the income-tax realised from 
Bengal, then Bengal can easily make up its deficit. 

Sir, I now come to two most important omissions in the budget. It 
will he said, and I think it has already been condemned, as to why there 
should he a provision for Muslim education. I have drawn a picture of 
Moslem education in this House more than once and I do not like to repeat 
at length the figures which will show the condition of Muslim education 
which is most miserable in Bengal. Sir, Bengal with its majority of 
Muslim population is lagging behind in the most important field of life, 
namely, education. Even in the most primary stage the Muslims are most 
backward. It may be said that according to the latest figures given in 
this House, about 17 lakhs of Muslim students are reading in the primary 
stages. If we analyse the figure, we find that 54 per cent, of Moslem 
students are in the primary stages and the number has dropped down to 26 
per cent, in the middle stages — from 17 lakhs it has come down to 6 
lakhs. In the higher stages, that is, up to the matriculation stage, we find 
that their number has come down to 70,000 from 17 lakhs. I ask honour- 
able members of this House to realise the gravity of the situation and see 
how useful human material has been wasted, the. energy and money spent 
on these 17 lakhs students. We also find that 17 lakhs have come down to 
7 thousands in arts colleges. 

This is the picture of Muslim education in Bengal, Sir, and if under 
these circumstances any extra money haB been allotted for Muslim education 
I ask my nationalist friends on the other side to welcome this provision. 

It is said that in India there is only one nation and that the two-nation 
theory is wrong. In that view, Sir, I ask my nationalist friends with all 
respect if the Ilofi’ble Finance Minister has dorle anything wrong by alot- 
ting a special amount of money for a part of the nation. Sir, Mfuslims 
have suffered long for want of education. I may remind my nationalist 
friends again to read Muslim history and then learn what a magnificent 
and widespread Bystem of education prevailed among the Muslims who 
once possessed India in the early days. I would ask them to read the 
resumption proceedings, I would ask them to read the history of 
the early # British rule in India and in Bengal. W r hat you will find 
that the system of education which was provided for Muslim bv the 
Muslim Government was very magnificent. You will find how unjustly 
ke Muslims were treated in the matter of education under the British rule. 
Jj-bere was a separate endowment of Rs. 3 crores for Muslim education in 
**«ngal. It will be found in the book entitled “Discovery of India” written 
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by Pandit Nehru showing how Muslim education suffered for lack of suffi- 
cient facilities for their education and culture. This is not the only 
authority. This is not my own personal opinion, but this is also the opinion 
of W. W. Hunter. He described in his book how the national system of 
Muslim education was ruined by the British in Bengal. Again, Sir, that 
great lady, Dr. Annie Basant also testified to this fact that once the Muslima 
in India possessed a very widespread national system of education which 
used to produce great administrators, great diplomats, great scholars and men 
of great learning. Sir, this endowment which was dedicated for Muslim 
education was taken away by the Britishers by the resumption proceed- 
ings in Bengal and since then no steps were taken to facilitate «the progress 
of education of the Muslims. It will also be found from the report of 
the Calcutta University Commission of which late Sir Ashutosh Mukherji 
was one of the prominent members, that they also realised the drawbacks 
from which the Muslims suffer for want of proper education and recom- 
mended that separate Moslem schools and colleges, even a University for 
the Moslems should be started to impart suitable education congenial to 
their tradition and culture. They also recommended that the educational 
system should be reconstructed, especially the University and the Moslem 
scholars should be invited, not only from Bengal but also from the whole 
Islamic world so that they may teach the Moslem in an atmosphere con- 
genial to them. These are all historical facts which are on record and 
there is no getting away from them. It is very regrettable to note that 
because some paltry sum, compared with the need for Muslim sudaction, has 
been allotled for the Muslims there have been bitter criticism from the 
opposition benches and these small grants are being objected to. The small 
sum of Bs. 10 lakhs for Muslim education is nothing when compared with 
the mass illiteracy among them. This sum has been provided in accordance 
with the resolution which was moved by me and was adopted unanimously 
by this House on the 11th August 19-18. Kir, the Government of Bengal 
slept over the resolution and woke up recently in 1947 to give effect to this 
resolution. All these years the Government showed scant justice to the 
education of the Muslims. The Muslims have got a meagre standard of 
education according to the needs and requirements. I mentioned above 
about the woeful wastage of human material in the primary stage. All 
the Committees and other bodies appointed to enquire into the condition 
of the Muslim education express the view that it is in a very backward 
stage. T do not like to speak in detail why it is so but I may only Bay 
that it is believed that, non-introduction of free and compulsory primary 
education is the root cause of it. We find that in England a provision 
has been made to compensate the guardians who would send their boys 
for receiving education instead of helping them in their earning. There 
is a provision in the English Education Act of 1944 whereby every guardian 
of a boy will get some compensation for sending his boy to school. In 
Bengal we cannot go up to that length. Here in Bengal some guardians 
suggested that they would not send their children to school unless they 
get some compensation. T think we should introduce free and compulsory 
primary education in Bengal without delay. There is a demand from all 
sides that there should not be any more delay about it. Inspite of that 
I am surprised to find that in the Blue Book containing post reconstruction 
plans there is no scheme for free and compulsory primary education in 
Bengal. It is true that it requires money but at the same time it is the 
duty of the State to provide this money to give its citizens the minimum 
of elementary education. No cwilised State can avoid it. It has been 
stressed by various Commissions' and Committees that primary education 
is necessary and it is the basis and foundation on which structure of the 
nation’s progress and advancement depends. There cannot be successful 
labourer or enlightened citiien without education. A citizen unless he in 
educated cannot take any useful part in various elections. This point 
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should attract the attention of our Finance Minister. But I am afraid 

this matter will not be given his immediate attention. From the speech 
of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister I find that Government scheme will 
spread over 6 years and that means that one district one year and there- 
fore it will take 30 years to cover all the districts. Bengal cannot wait so 
long. Then there is no provision for the Muslim University in Bengal. 
Sir, I find that a Muslim deputation consisting of all then leading 
Muslims of India headed by Aga Khan waited upon the Viceroy, Lord 
Minto, on the 1st October 1906 at Simla and stressed that they wanted a 
Muslim University where they can cultivate their culture and which would 
serve as centre of culture and tradition. It has also been mentioned by the 
Calcutta Commission, Mr. Hunter and others who have gone into the 
question of Muslim Educational backwardness. They cannot improve 
their culture in the uncongenial atmosphere provided bv the present-day 
schools and colleges and the University. Of course it is true that Muslims 
in the past had not much of a leaning towards modern education but now 
there is no apathy amongst the Muslims. They are also yearning for 
education but they find that the atmosphere which prevails is not con- 
genial to their genius. So there is the imperative necessity for a separate 
Muslim University in Bengal in addition to the two Universities already 
existing a third University is a necessity compared to 1720 Universities in 
the United States of America with a population more than double that of 
Bengal. There are more than two most up-to-date Universities in Turkey 
for a population of 1 crore 70 lakhs. Surely 3 crores and 50 lakhs Muslims 
can demand that there should be a separate University of their own in 
Bengal. Sir, it may be pointed out that there are already many unemploy- 
ed graduates. My answer to that is that yet the number of students who 
are getting University Education in India is very small compared with 
that of England, America and other civilized countries, and even in com- 
parison with Russia. I do not like to take more time of the House by quoting 
figures. There are 12 Universities in England for a population of 4J 
crores; 13 Universities in Canada for a population of 85 lakhs; 6 
Universities in Australia for a population of 55 lakhs. In the United 
States of America there are 720 Universities for a population of 13 crores 
while in Bengal there are only 2 Universities for more than (> crores of 
population. 


Sir, these comparative figures can clearly prove that*here is need here 
for more Universities. So the demand for a Muslim University is not 
unreasonable, and there cannot he any reasonable objection to this. In 
this connection Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, the then Education Minister, called 
a conference in 1944 to consider the question of founding a Muslim Univer- 
sity in Bengal and an expert committee was appointed in that conference. 
Since then nothing has been heard of the activities of this committee. So 
I would request the Ministry to found a Muslim University without any 
delay. As regards what sort of University it will be, I leave that to the 
experts. 

Then I come to the question of prohibition. In Bengal this question 
of prohibition has not been seriously taken up. Bengal has only intro- 
duced a policy of gradual elimination of excise shops. From the working 
of this policy it appears that even within 100 years this scheme will not 
attain any fruition. It may be said that Bengal is in hard times with a 
deficit budget of a huge sum and cannot afford to lose a revenue of about 
3 to 4 crores of rupees a year. But, Sir, other provinces which are not 
well off, they are also doing this at a sacrifice of their excise income. 
•Bengal's income, moreover, has increased from 11 crores up to 30 cn>re»; 
Jfc 1 * *£ xe ® a * te ? taxes k ave been imposed upon Bengal, with the result 
tnat Bengal's income has almost trebled 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, on a point of order. Is it not the 
practice that during budget discussion the finance Minister should le 
present in the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS He is coming back soon; he has just gone out for 
a few minutes. 

Mr. ABDUL RA8HID: At any rate, Sir, I am here, taking notes for 
him. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8" Your presence will not do, Mr. Parlia- 
mentary Secretary. The Minister himself ought to be present. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Go on, Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: As I was speaking, Sir, I need hardly say that this 
question of prohibition is as vital as any other thing for the masses. We 
know what ruin and misery the drink habit brings upon the drunkard and 
his family; 1 think this is well known to everybody. If the Government 
truly calls itself a Muslim League Ministry then it should tackle this ques- 
tion very seriously, to save the people who are mostly of the labour class 
and are very poor, and the devastation wrought by this habit is very con- 
siderable in Bengal. Sir, in Cluttugong I am surrounded by many excise 
shops and I know what this means. Very promising men take to this 
habit and not only ruin themselves but ruin their families also. Many 
prosperous families have been ruined b\ this habit. So I appeal to the 
Finance Minister as well as to the House to take up this question quite 
seriously. 

Now’ I shall come to Chittagong before I finish my speech. Chitta- 
gong suffered very much on account of the w r ar. Practically it was a war 
zone and as a result of this the educational system here was smashed 
altogether, and the normal life has been dislocated. I find no grant for 
Chittagong — only Its. 10,000 for excavation of khals. Before the war' 
commenced there w^ere projects for raising the Khastgir High English 
School for girls to the standard of a college as there was no college for 
girls in the Chittagong Division, but nothing has been done about it. 
There w’as a scheme for a boarding house for Moslem girls as there was no 
boarding house for Muslim girls attached to the Khastgir II. E. School 
for girls. This tin) was not proceeded with. We are suffering very much 
for want of a coljge and a boarding for Muslim girls. Schemes for these 
were sanctioned, land was acquired and then the war broke out and every- 
thing was stopped. Chittagong College is the only college maintained by 
Government in the Chittagong Division. It cannot accommodate all the 
students who want admission. The extension of this college was proposed 
but that proposal has been postponed. Now there was a scheme for a 
female training school in Chittagong, but on account of the war that too was 
postponed and as compared with other provinces, this province suffer very 
much for want of proper female teacher training school. I think, Sir, there 
should be more colleges in the Chittagong Division as there is only one 
college in Chittagong Division. 

With regard to Medical school in Chittagong, there was a proposal to 
turn the present medical school into a college. But I find no provision in 
the budget for this. I find that the Ministry has paid too much attention 
in this respect to Calcutta and Dacca as if other districts do not requin? 
any atteuion. Other districts are getting very little attention from the 
Ministry. My submission is that these medical institutions should be 
scattered all over the province, so that students will not have to run a 
long way to have their education and they would get it in their own dis- 
trict at a much lessor cost in the mofussii. Here in Calcutta they find 4 
very difficult to get accommodation and also to live comfortably as living 
is very costly in Calcutta. If these schools and colleges are scattered all 
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oTer the province they could get education at much cheaper cost in colleges 
in their own districts. I appeal to the Hobble Finance Minister to con- 
sider these needs of Chittagong and to see that they ire removed without 
further delay. I regret to find that the Hon’ble Education Minister is 
not present. I appeal to the Hon’ble' Finance Minister to take steps to 
convert the present Medical School at Chittagong into a College. 

Another fact to which I would like to draw the attention of the Hon'ble 
Finance Minister who is also Minister for Public Health and Medical, that 
re-excavation of tanks in Chittagong is a very important item. Chitta- 
gong is a land of tank and within the municipal area there are about 
1,000 tanks. If these tanks are renovated and developed it will be a great 
source of profit and it will greatly benefit the people. Fishery could be 
very successfully developed and the banks of these tanks could be utilised 
for cultivation of vegetables and fruits. It will at the same time serve as 
irrigation tanks for cultivation and for other purposes. I bring all these 
facts to the notice of the Hon’ble Minister in the hope that he will do 
something in this direction. I find with great regret that provision for 
re-excavation of derelict tanks made in the revised budget has been omitted 
from the budget of 1947-48. These are the few items to which I draw the 
attention of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister and I hope the Finance 
Minister will reply to them. Unfortunately the Education Minister is not 
here but I hope Hon’ble Finance Minister will reply to these points. 
Lastly, Sir, I appeal to the Hon’ble Finance Minister to consider another 
fact that Bengal’s present condition of the masses is very deplorable on 
account of the disturbances and for many other factors and the poor classes 
are living from hand to mouth and their condition is getting worse day 
by day. Some provision should be made for raising the standard of living 
of the poorer masses. Sir, I find from the allotment under the head 
“Co-operative” that no such scheme has been provided in the budget and 
I do not find any indication of any scheme for the improvement of the 
condition of the masses through the co-operative societies. In Bengal the 
co-operative movement may be said practically to be a failure. I would 
ask the Hon’ble the Finance Minister to look to the Punjab as to what 
they have done through co-operative movement. They have raised their 
standard of living. Bengal has not aken up this question seriously. Sir, 

I am myself connected with some of the co-operative societies and I know 
that we lack in the spirit of co-operation. We do not know what is the 
meaning of co-operative spirit. There is no propaganda to infuse in us 
the spirit and usefulness of co-operative movement. Sir, the other day I 
put a question to the Ilon’ble Minister for Co-operative and he said that 
there was no saving scheme for the poor in Bengal. He also said that 
there was no necessity for making any compulsory saving scheme for the 
poor. In Chittagong we have been running one co-operative society, 
namely, Traders’ bank and I know how to work it. There is a compulsory 
rule in this bank that every member must deposit at least -/8/- a month 
and this has been working very satisfactorily. There a man can save in 
10 years as much as Rs. 100, 200 or 300. Before the start of this hank 
the people used to borrow at a much higher rate now they can borrow from 
their own saving at a concession rate. Only change of rule is necessary. 

Now, as regards the development schemes that have been drawn up by 
the Government of Bengal, it is a known fact and it has been admitted in 
answer to a question put by me that all these schemes were prepared by 
, Government during the 93-regime. It appears that some of the schemes 
have been put into operation but before putting into operation all these 
schemes, they should be revised and scrutinised in the light of experience. 
Expert opinion should be obtained in each scheme. T know that experts 
sometime differ and thev actually differ. Sometimes different experts give 
different #iews. A handwriting expert sometimes differs from another hand- 
writing expert. Sir, I find huge sums will lie spent on these development 



j££g 




rmdmm^wsmaET. 


[27m irm, 


tcheme® And I appeal to the Hon'ble Finance Minister and the Ministry 
to look into this matter carefully. Sir, sometimes schemes are drawn up 
without looking to the real condition of Bengal. Sir, conditions in Bengal 
liffer from the conditions in other countries. That fact is not always taken 
nto consideration. A huge sum of about 12 J crores will be spent on these 
ichemes and we the members of this House can reasonably ask the Govern- 
nent to see that this money is well spent and produce the desired result 
md benefit the masses to a great extent. 


Sir, another matter I want to speak on is this. As regards abolition 
>f Zemindary I find nearly 37 lakhs has been provided for the Bevisional 
Settlement Operations. We found a small provision for this in the current 
'ear’s budget and we find it as 37 lakhs in the next year’s budget but there 
s no indication that the scheme will be put into effect in all the districts, 
lir, there may be difference of opinion about the obligation of zemindars 
iut it has been stressed by all the Commissions that Bengal’s misery and 
lengaFs backwardness is largely due to the prevalence of this system 
rhich is eating into the vitals of the masses. No land improvement can 
e effected unless this system is abolished. Sir, it is not my humble 
pinion alone; it is the opinion of experts who have gone into this question 
arefully. It has been stressed even by the latest Famine Commission that 
Jengal cannot grow more food, that there cannot be an all-round improve- 
aent in agriculture unless this vicious system is done away with. Why 
his delay in giving effect to this very important reform in Bengal? Sir, I 
lush that this had been done at least in some districts of Bengal but I find 
lothing except that for the Revisional Settlement an allotment has been 
nade and it will be continued next year. I do not know when it will be 
;iven effect to. I with all respect ask the Hon’ble Minister and the 
Ministry not to dilly-dally and shilly-shally with this important matter 
>n which depends the future prosperity of Bengal. 


Sir, I find 5 lakhs has been provided in the budget for Secondary 
Education. I do not know whether this sum is for giving effect to the 
locondary Education Scheme and whether the Secondary Education Board 
rill be established as a result of the Secondary Education Bill that is 
o be passed iuto law. Sir, the establishment of a Secondary Education 
loard in Bengal is necessary for an all-round improvement of secondary 
iducation. I do not view this question from the narrow* communal point 
if view but from the efficacy of a proper system of secondary education so 
hat our youths can struggle for their existence with greater equipment and 
;ourage. Sir, the present educational system produces some clerks who 
ire unsuited to the hard struggle of life and so they are only adding to 
he number of unemployed in Bengal. Sir, education should be reoriented, 
iducation should be reformed in such a wav, should be reconstructed in 
mch a way so that the products of the schools and colleges and University 
hat are turned out are enabled to face the world with all the preparation 
ind equipment that is required for leading a happy life with employment 
or all in this hard world. Sir, I appeal to the Hon’ble Minister that the 
Secondary Education Bill be passed and the Board established in Bengal 
it an early date. 

Lastly, Sir, I appeal to my friends on the other side not to consider 
this matter from a communal point of view. There is nothing communal 
in this budget. Moreover, I would ask my friends if they think that the 
irery occurrence of the word “Muslim” in tie budget is repugnant to them. 
How can they expect Muslims to live wdth them together in Bengal who 
is said by them to form a part ami parcel of the same nation if the Hindus 
irrudge them any extra amounts, for their backward education. Sir, it is 
this sort of mentality. I say with all respect to my Hindu friends, that 
has actually accentuated the differences in this province. It is very 
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unfortunate that today when we are going toget the long-sought indepen- 
dence in 1948, we should be still divided. We must rise to the occasion 
and consider the matter from the point of view of a whole nation. You 
should see that here is your brother Muslim who has been lagging behind 
you for want of many things and who should now be equipped with the 
resources for the very hard struggle of maintaining the independence 
that will come to them. My friends should know that the great Muslim 
nation will not remain under them for ever. If they read Muslim history 
they will learn that the Muslims are a virile nation and they will not 
submit to anybody’s oppression. Therefore it is better to equip them 
with all facilities and to educate them. Finally, Sir, I appeal to my 
friends of the opposition not to criticise any provision for Muslim education 
from a communal point of view. 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH RAY: Mr. President, in presenting his 
deficit budget before the House Hon’ble Mr. Muhammad Ali starts his speech 
by lamenting over the “misfortune that efforts and resources should at this 
juncture of the country be dissipated in strife and discord which not only 
jeopardise the chances of economic recovery but also shake the very founda- 
tions of social security”. Though he takes the garb of injured innocence 
it is nothing but his pricked conscience which perhaps torments him after 
the Calcutta and Noakhali carnages. Or is it simply sham sympathy 
shown only to browbeat the House and hoodwink it into passing a budget 
in which as the Minister says “the disturbed conditions left their mark” 
and thus forced the hands of the Minister into earmarking large sums to 
appease the wrath of the majority party upon those support his present 
position depends. 

Failing to make both ends meet in his budget, Bengal’s Honourable 
Chancellor appears in the role of a beggar to the Central Government for 
subvention over and above the Centre’s grant tor non-productive reconstruc- 
tion schemes. This is one side of the picture and on the other side his 
political chief Mr. Suhrawardy is proclaiming from housetops that Bengal 
will declare independence and the eastern Pakistan will be the citadel of 
Muslim culture and consolidation. Yet the tragic fun is that the bulk of 
money thus taken in the name of Muslim culture and consolidation comes 
from the non-Muslims— the hapless minority in their own province — the 
Hindus, who made the province what it is and upon whose sacrifices and 
privations the League is lording over. If the province has to depend upon 
the Centre how can they hanker for a separate Pakistan ? Is it only a 
slogan to keep the flames of communalism burning? For the League 
knows that if the fire is lost, Pakistan falls through. The switchboard of 
the Pakistan current is in the possession of League leaders and the Bengal 
budget is to supply finance for the generation of that cut rent. The 
Central Government subvention will only help the consolidation of the 
communal frenzy and the corruptive practices whose story is told in the 
pages of the Woodhead Commission. 

Coming to details of the schemes of expenditure, one wonders if com- 
munalism could go further. The persual of the budget will reveal the 
mentality of the Ministry which considers that Pakistan is already an 
accomplished fact in Bengal and the non-Muslims are there only on 
sufferance and at the mercy of the majority. They are to rest content on 
the pittance of the League, the less crumbs that might fall from the League 
table. The list of expendiutre, namely, Rs. 10 lakhs annually for Muslim 
education fund, Rs. 1$ lakhs for hostels for Muslim students, Rs. 1} lakhs 
nearly for Islamia Hostel, Rs. 51 lakhs already spent for Bihar Muslims, 
Rs. 54 lakhs for them in the ensuing year. Rs. 2 lakhs nearly for Madrassas, 
which shows that perhaps there is no other community in ftengal save and 
except the Muslims. But for all these the University College of Science 
has to be deprived of 9 lakhs required for its much needed expansion. 
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Strengthening of the police force will drain a heavy sum in the next 
year. That the inefficiency/ pretended or actual, of the^police force, is an 
open secret, no one will deny. But the virus of commtinalism has got a 
strong hold upon the minds of the guardians of Law and Order. Can 
additional expenditure for that department stamp out and eradicate this 

S nson from their minds? No, not even the monstrous pretention of 
r. Suhrawardy to maintain the Law and Order by promulgating not less 
than 14 ordinances, can effectively deal with the anti-social elements of the 
province if the police force is saturated with corruption and communal 
poison. The result will be that these powers given to the executive will 
find inevitable expression for personal and sectional aggrandisement and 
for suppression of legitimate political and humanitarian activities of the 
Congress and other nationalist organisations. 

The boat construction scheme of the Government has become in their 
own admission a bottleneck to them in post-war days. A loss of 14 crore 
of good money of the people is being simply pushed through the legislature 
by the force of a brute majority and the brunt of the burden is now borne 
by the community now in the opposition. May I urge in this connection 
that there should be a thorough enquiry into the maladministration which 
has led to the huge expenditure of this grant. 

The Hon’ble Minister in estimating his incomes for the ensuing year 
presupposes that “condition will continue to be normal”. If this assump- 
tion is well grounded, the Minister should be thanked for at least giving this 
hope of normality of relations. Does he give this on the hopes that suffi- 
cient money has been allocated to his partymen so as not to excite them 
with commlinal frenzy again? 

The Hon’ble Minister’s statement is really interesting when he says 
that the House would be interested to know that a sub-committee of the 
cabinet was carefully looking into the question of possible reduction in staff 
of the Civil Supplies Department. So bad days are ahead for Civil 
Supplies Department whose uncivil administration and still more unsocial 
activities were open scandals for the Ministry whose eyes have now opened. 

The revision of pay scales will burden the provincial revenue to the 
extent of 6 crores. I do not know if the officials merited this increment 
for the efficiency they have shown during the last famine, Noakhali and 
Calcutta carnages and if they deserve these in the light of the prevailing 
circumstances of the country. Side by side with this, there is the Finance 
Minister’s proposal for a drive for checking corruption, and inefficiency in 
officials and evasion of tax dodgers. Does it mean that the officers are to be 
compensated by increase of salary when there is an attempt at drive against 
corruption and evasion? But it is very doubtful if the Ministry which 
thrives on communalism can effect any improvement if it has to keep itself 
in power. It will be telling a plain truth that the present Ministry has 
created such an atmosphere in every branch of administration that it has 
become a standing scandal for Bengal Government. 

With regard to the nation-building heads, I find that money has been 
allowed to remain unspent and entire schemes have been abandoned half- 
pursued or unpursued. In this connection I respectfully draw the atten- 
tion of the Hon’ble Minister to the irrigation problem of the West Bengal, 
particularly of Burdwan district. It is a matter of regret that although 
nuge amounts were sanctioned year after year for irrigation projects no 
practical steps were taken to execute the schemes which always remain on 
paper. 

The Finance Minister has sought to present an optimistic picture before 
the House and says that time is *ipe for agricultural and industrial develop- 
ment. But this platitudinous Culminations of Bengal’s Chancellor of the 
Exchequer are not supported by the details of the budget presented to the 
House. 
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The budget lack* foresight, is communal with a vengeance, is lacking in 
that perspective of leeing things in their inter-related and inter-communal 
aspects and bespeaks of a frankly sectional partisanship. It is political 
and not humanitarian, communal and not broad-based and avowedly it is 
a party Budget which is a scandalous muddle of big money and communal 
mind. 

Khan 8ahib MOBARAK ALI KHAN: Mr. President, Sir both the 
revised and the original Budgets show that we are to face huge deficits in the 
current as well as in the coming year and this state of affairs will occur in 
years to come. The Hon’ble Finance Minister suggests two measures to meet 
those deficits (1) Revision of the Financial Settlement, bet ween the Centre 
and the province pending which to ask for tul hoc financial assistance from 
the Government of India from year to year and (2) taxation in future. I 
perfectly agree with the most important statement made by the Hon me 
Minister which runs thus — “It is well to remember however that enhanced 
yield from taxation depends very much upon improvement in the taxable 
capacity of the people and the latter in turn depends on the development 
of our economic wealth and resources particularly in the fields of agricul- 
ture and industry”. But I am sorry to see that the lion ble Finance 
Minister has stopped here and has not stated what In* wants to do regarding 
the development of our economic wealth and resources particularly in the 
fields of Agriculture and Industry. But what do we see in the budget 
figures? And that is this — under head “Agriculture” Rs. 41,45,0(10 was 
provided in the Budget for the current year whereas Its. 27,12,000 is being 
provided in the Revised Budget and Rs. 00,02,000 in the Budget for the 
year 1047-48. And under head “Industry” also we see that Rs. ‘ll,(>3,0()0 
was provided in the Budget for the current year whereas Rs. 4,84,000 is 
going to be provided in the Revised Budget ami Its. 27,54,000 in the 
Budget for 1947-48 out of a total expenditure of Rs. 52 crores. This state 
of affairs is not at all satisfactory. When we all know for certain that the 
economic resources of our country depend on the development of Agricul- 
ture and Industry we should divert our entire energy in this direction. 
The sums provided in the Budget were nominal in consideration of the 
importance of Agriculture and Industry and in the actual work even that 
nominal sum is not going to be spent. The TTon’ble Finance Minister has 
also said “What group or party is there which does ot aspire to improve 
the lot of the masses, to lift the cultivator out of his tragic poverty and 
ill-health, to infuse a ray of hope where there now broods the darkness of 
despair. Where such are our common ideals and objectives, there should 
be no obstacle to a united effort to secure their fulfilment. All this sounds 
well but in actuality we see very little ray of hope for the cultivator and 
1 think that in order to please the cultivator a tebhaga bill or barga bill 
is going to be introduced in order to show that this is their ray of hope. 
But will this Bill if passed into Act produce any actual benefit for the 
country as a whole? Certainly not, for several reasons, viz., (1) By this 
Bill or Act the material resources of the country will not be increased 
inasmuch as it will only help taking something from the pocket of one 
person and giving it' to another, (2) By this measure the middle class will 
be crushed and the cultivator will find no person under whom to cultivate 
inasmuch as there is already tebhaga because the Bargadar takes by under- 
hand means something before the actual bhag takes place and this being 
bis habit which baa grown into second nature he will not be able to give 
it up and he will go on doing the same even if tebhaga is introduced so 
that in reality there will be chowbhaga and the Jotedar will have practi- 
cally nothing left after payment of rent, cesses and taxes, (3) It will affect 
the revenue inasmuch as taxes hitherto paid by the middle class men will 
be much reduced if not totally lost and then it will act contrary to the 
Hon’ble Finance Ministers statement that enhanced yield of taxation 
depends very much upon the improvement of the taxable capacity of the 
26 
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people, (4) ft will not bring permanent benefit to the cultivator inasmuch 
as the’ cost of present system of labour is rising by leaps and bounds and 
the cultivator whom it is proposed to help will be in the midst of the same 

tragic poverty in which he is, i.e., lie will be in the 0* fWw 

The real task before us is to change the present system of labour and to make 
it less costly in comparision with the production which it ensures. Neither 
the Tehhaga Hill nor the Chowbhaga Bill wdll be able to bring any benefit 
to the cultivator. There are many other things which may be said against 
th< j Burga Bill which I don’t like to mention here. I have only stated 
thonc matters which arise out of taxation for improvement of revenue and 
do away with the revenue deficit. The Hon'ble Finance Minister has 
stated that an officer of the Finance Department is going to be deputed 
to undertake intensive studies of the budgetary systems and principles of 
taxation in the United Kingdom. America, Canada and Australia (although 
Canada is included in America) but no proposal is made for deputation of 
officers to undertake intensive studies in agricultural systems of foreign 
(ountries. It would have been in the fitness of the statement made by the 
Ilon’ble Finance Minister that the taxable capacity of a people depends 
very much upon the development of agriculture that along with the deputa- 
tion of an officer to undertake intensive studies of the budgetary systems 
and principles of taxation some officers of the Agricultural Department 
would have been deputed to America, Australia and Russia to undertake 
intensive studies in the agricultural systems of those countries and to apply 
the same in this count n as far as and as soon as practicable in order to 
lift flic cultivator out of his tragic poverh and ill-health. And this policy, 
if acted upon, will, I am sure, be able to give permanent and substantial 
benefit to the cultivator and not only to the cultivator but to the counry 
ns a whole. I do not say anything of Industry because our country is an 
agricultural country and agricultural development should be prior to indus- 
trial development. 

As regards the Civil Supplies Department most probably Government 
are aware that the majority of the people of our country specially the 
cultivators do not like its existence inasmuch as they have to waste time to 
get supplies and even then they do not regularly get the articles under the 
control of the department to meet their bare necessities. If the Depart - 
•» meat cannot, remove their wants there is no justification for its existence. 

P Now-u-davs mustard oil lias become so very scarce that the pool people arc 
cooking their food without oil. We too sometimes have to take recourse 
to the impure ghee, sometimes Dalda and sometimes til oil. If it is said 
that scarcity of mustard oil is due to the failure of mustard crop and the 
1'ivil Supplies Department ha** nothing to do regarding its production, 
then it is the turn of the Agriculture Department to take steps for larger 
production of mustard. I think nothing lias been done to that effect except 
the general campaign of “Grow More Food”. We do not get also regular 
suppl\ of coal although T think there is no want of coal in the collieries. 

I hope the Civil Supplies Department will remove these difficulties and 
justify its existence. 

I am glad to see that it has been at least admitted that the guarding 
and maintaining the Civil Supplies boats involves a good deal of expendi- 
ture which in effect is throwing away good money after bad and the Gov- 
ernment have decided to dispose of the boats at, the best available price 
and close the account before the -list March 1947. I hope the Government 
will not change the decision ^nd dispose of the boats at the price of fuel 
even in order to save the eojt of maintaining these boats. 

In the Development programme for Agriculture are mentioned — fl) 
Training of technical personnel at Dacca, Chinsura, Daulatpur and Gai- 
bandha, (2) Agricultural research at Dacca, and Horticultural research at 
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Krishnagar, (3) Animal Husbandry at Haringhata, Kalimponf and Chitta- 

a and (4) Recliination of 5,000 acres of waste lan<f m the grow-more- 
campaign. This is good progress towards agricultural development 
and I cannot but thank the framer of the Budget for this, but at the same 
time I am sorry not to hear anything done for Kumar Basanta Kumar 
Agricultural Institute at Rajshalii which was established with the sole 
local donations amounting to 4A lakhs of rupees from the lute Kxfmar 
Basanta Kumar Roy of Digkapatia for agricultural instruction of the 
people of Rajshahi where 80 per cent, of the population is Muslims and 

79 per cent, of the same are agriculturists. I think in none of the 

above places where agricultural development programme is going to be 
carried there was any such donation. I think it is the duty of the 

Government to see whether the institution is of any utility and if the 

Government see it is of no use they ought to provincialise and then re- 
organise or reform it in order that such big donation may not be wasted 
there. 

Under Medical and Public Health 3 lakhs, 72 thousands have been pro- 
vided for the Islamia Hospital. I have seen the Hospital and its working 
and I think a very good work is being done and the Hospital deserves such 
a grant and it has been rightly given. 

The creation of a Muslim Education Fund is a novel feature of the 
budget and it deserves praise. 

Last of all, I think the Government are aware that the District Boards 
in Bengal are in a helpless condition inasmuch as their incomes are limited 
whereas the prices of labour and material have gone up to 8 to 4 hundred 
per cent, and they have to pay dearness allowance to their officers. The 
result has Wn that the roads are being neglected and are going to lx* 
impassable day by day, necessary quantities of medicines are not being sup. 
plied to the dispensaries. Officers of the Health Department are suffering 
very much for want of housing accommodation, sufficient dearness allow- 
ances are not being given to their officers. But in tin* budget nothing has 
been done to come to their help in this direction. With these few words 
T resume my seat. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do 1 take it that there are no other members desiring 
to speak today . 1 find there are none. The House is adjourned till 2-l3|t 

p.m. tomorrow . * 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till p.m. on f ridnv, the 28th Febru- 
ary, 1947. 
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Members absent 

The folldkint members were absent from the meeting held on the 27th 
February, 1947 

(1) Mr. L. I. S. Bourne, 
h( 2) Mr. Yusufali Chowdhury, 

(8) Mr. Hemenrlra Kufnar Das, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazl Ellahi, 

(0) The Hon'ble Mr. Abdul Gof'ran, 

(6) The Hon’ble Mr. Saiyid Muzzaruuddin Hossain, 

(7) Mr. Mungtuain Jaipuria, 

(8) Mr. Satish Chandra Jana, 

(9) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(10) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(11) The Hgn’ble Mr. Taraknath Mukerjea, 

(12) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(18) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman, 

(14) Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray, 

(10) Mr. Biswanath Roy, and 
(16) Mr. Haji Md. Yusuf. 
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The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Friday, the 28th February, 1947, at 2-15 p.m. being the 
thirteenth day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 62(2) (a) of 
the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.b.) was 
in the Chair. 


Questions and Answers, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Questions Mr. Mazumdar. 

Mr. ABDUR RA8HID: Sir, this question may be held over as the 
Hon’ble Minister has not been able to come yet. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Question No*. 63 is held over. Order, order, there 
is a message. 

Message from the Assembly. 

SECRETARY (Dr. S. K. D. Gupta): Sir, the following message has 
been received from the Bengal Legislative Assembly: — 

“Message. 

The Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947, as passed by 
the Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on the 24th February, 
1947, has been duly signed by me and is annexed herewith. The concur- 
rence of the Bengal Legislative Council to the Bill is requested. 


Calcutta, 

The 27th February, 1947. 


N. Amin, 
Speaker, 

Bengal Legislative Assembly 


Sir, I herewith lay on the table the Bengal Ordinances Temporary 
Enactment Bill, 1947, as passed by the Bengal legislative Assembly on the 
24th February, 1947. 


The Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947. 

V The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to give notice tha« 
on the 10th of March I shall move for consideration as well as for passing 
the Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947, as passed by the 
Legislative Assembly. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Minister proposes to move the Bengal 
Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947, on the 10th March for con- 
sideration and passing. The, notice of amendments both for the motion fy 
consideration as well as for the clauses of the Bill may be given by 3 p.tn. 
on the 4th of March. 

27 
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Presenta ti on of the Supplementary Budget Estimate for 1948-47. 

The HtSh’blo Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I be? to present to the 

Bengal Legislative Council the supplementary statement of expenditure 
for the current year. 

It will appear from the Supplementary Estimate now in the hands of 
the honourable members that the total amount included in the statement 
is over 7 crores 10 lakhs and that this excess, for which the necessary 
explanation has been given under each head, is spread over thirteen major 
heads of account; out of these thirteen heads, in two cases, viz., under 
Education and Medical, there is a nominal token demand which is neces- 
sary for purposes of audit. As regards the remaining eleven heads the 
excesses under Income Tax, Stamps, Veterinary, Co-operation and 
Stationery and Printing are comparatively small and I need not perhaps 
tax the patience of the House by a recital of the reasons for these demands. 
Coming now to the other heads, the House will find that the largest indivi- 
dual demand amounting to nearly 3 crores is under Famine due to large 
scale distribution of gratuitous relief in the shape of foodstuff, clothings 
and cash payments, besides opening of more test relief works and better 
management of work-houses with their connected institutions. 

The next important item is a demand of over 2 crores under Miscellan- 
eous necessitated by unforeseen expenditure for the relief of riot victims 
and refugees. 

The expenditure of half a crore for the development of Kanchrapara area 
will be met from loan money obtainble from the Centre for financing pro- 
ductive schemes included in the Provincial Development Programme. The 
large excess expenditure under Police has been mainly caused by smaller 
recoveries from India on account of police expenditure, the other factors 
being larger outlay on police buildings, increased expenditure for strength- 
ening the armed and unarmed police in Calcutta and other districts and 
provision of better facilities for transport on land and water. Under 
General Administration several comparatively small items make up the 
total excess of 24 lakhs and the only important item is an increase of 9 
lakhs for post-war unemployment relief where the Revised Estimate has 
been placed at 2S lakhs against the original budget, provision of 19 lakhs. 
The last item of about a crore under loans includes f>0 lakhs for loans to 
agriculturists, 19 lakhs for cattle loans and 2(D lakhs to the Calcutta 
Corporation ; ail these loans are interest bearing and recoverable in due 
course. 

General Discussion on the Budget. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : iSow, the House will resume the General Discussion 
of the Budget. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, I may say at the outset that 
members of this House have no power either to sanction or to refuse the 
grants and therefore I shall not devote myself at all to the details of the 
grants provided in the Budget. But I shall confine myself to the general 

S rinciples underlying the Budget. I must say also at the outset that this 
iudget has been introduced at a very momentous period in the history of 
our country. I think I shall not be beyond the mark if I say that perhaps 
this Budget is the last Budget under the existing Constitution. Because 
when the time for the next Budget would come a new constitution if 
agreed by all the parties must he complete for operation, and in case of 
any failure of an agreed constitution I say with hesitancy no doubt that 
the only other conclusion whfph can be drawn would be a deadly civil strife 
in the country leading it to chaos and confusion. So this budget what- 
ever its claim may be the working out of this budget will cast its reflexion 
on the coming events as to what shape the country will take, what history 
we shall build for the future of Bengal. We should not shut our eyes to 

V * 
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the realities, we must take a realistic view of the situation which is now in 
existence in the country. The dead line has been set by the British and it 
Is a challenge to us. Bengal has to think very seriously .whether the 
challenge has to be accepted or not. The country cannot remain in a static 
condition. We have to move. We shall move either to rule and order; 
ve shall move either to the growth of the country; we shall move either to 
ndependence, or to chaos and confusion. We have to move any how; this 
jresent condition cannot continue. The British have said very clearly, 
We are not going to take any part in your rumblings; we are going to 
plit the country; we leave the country to you; it is your country; you are 
o settle your differences and you are to settle the future Constitution of 
our country’ — a very statesmanlike attitude taken bv the British. And 
ip till now looking at the statement 1 for myself do not see that there is 
lot absolute honesty in the statement of His Majesty’s Government. We 
iave nothing to read into the statement and to suspect that they would 
esile from it. They are going to give back this country and \vc are to take it. 
That makes the task harder for us. So I said a moment ago that this was 
a momentous occasion. It was a historic occasion for us. This presenta- 
tion of the budget is perhaps the last budget, as I say, which this House 
will consider under the present Constitution prevailing in the country. 

Now turning to the budget I must congratulate the llon’ble Finance 
Minister in his realistic appreciation of the real problems facing the country. 

Here I quote his own words. He said, 44 This is not a moment for 

parliamentary obstruction, or a moment for upproaching vital problems as 
a matter of party scores; tins is a moment which calls for a united assault 
upon the obstacles which impede our progress and united endeavour to 
attain our objective with the minimum loss of time.” 1 fully agree with 
him. This is a noble sentiment no doubt. Only 1 wish that the party of 
which he is an important member should keep itself up to the ideal set out 
in the Statement. About the objectives he lias not said clearly. What is 
the objective ? The objective is nothing but independence. The objective 
which is before us and which is close at band is independence. The only 
question is whether we shall equip ourselves to be competent to attain 
Independence or we shall conceit the country into an arena of civil strife as 
prevailng m China. The problem is (dear. Wo have to choose, and 1 think 
there can be no hesitancy in the minds of any one whether he is a Hindu or 
a Muslim that the only wav in which we can accept the challenge of the 
British is the wav in which we can attain the goal, is the way of absolute 
unanimity, of absolute unity in framing the coming Constitution of 
Independence of the country. It is not a Constitution which the British 
is going to impose upon us. It is a Constitution which the British have said 
we are to frame and if we fail in that the world will judge us and will judge 
us very justly and the judgment will Ive one perhaps which will not be to our 
credit if we cannot fulfil the duty which has been entrusted to us. It may 
be asked why in discussing the budget I have been introducing it. To that 
I have already said, that if you look at the budget only as a catalogue of # 
figures if it is of no interest; but look at the policy underlying the budget and 
the policy which the administration will follow in carrying out this budget 
till the dead line is readied, till the time comes when we are to present our 
owji Constitution for the country. Bengal, as some of my friends are say- 
ing, would be a Sovereign country then. I do not demur that. But if 
Bengal will be a Sovereign country it will be a Sovereign country for both 
the Hindus and Muslims. It cannot be a Sovereign country for one com- 
munity alone. If you agree on that, I can assure you the Hindus will work 
1,1 unison with vou. But I must remind you of one thing. If you think 
that on the analogy of the present Constitution it is the tvranny of vote* 
w hich will rule the country we shall not agree to it. The tagnl imperatives 
of the State of Bengal— by legal imperatives, of course it is a technical 
expression, it means the directives of the administration. I say that the 
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krai imperative of the State of Bengal must be a joint imperative of both 
Hindus and Muslims. It cannot be an imperative of one particular eeetxm 
pf this House or of one particular section of the people of the oountry to the 
exclusion of the other simply by an artificial majority of votes, bir, votes 
may guide the House, but votes do not create history and votes do not con- 
trol a oountry. I am not giving out any threat but I am simply telling the 
House that it is the ordinary lesson of history that 45 per cent, of the popula- 
tion of a oountry cannot he made to surrender its freedom to the tyranny of 
votes. So, in building up the constitution the constitution must be of a 
character in which the effective will of both the communities should pre- 
vail, in which both the communities should have equal rights. Of course 
it may be said that now we find in Bengal that there is diversity of opinion 
as to the division of Bengal. Some people may be inclined to think that 
perhaps Indians are divided ; one section thinking of a united Bengal and 
another of a divided Bengal. I can, however, assure my friends, of one 
thing, namely, that the whole of Hindu Bengal is united. Their demand 
is very rational and a reasonable one. We want that the demand of the 
united Hindu Bengal must be listened to. The Hindus of Bengal must have 
an effective voice in the future administration; they must have a part in 
the Administration. The constitution must be of such a character as would 
riot allow the exclusion of the Hindus from the executive of the Adminis- 
tration. It must be framed in a manner so that the constitution itself shall 
not allow any major party to exclude the other community from sharing in 
the responsibility for the administration of the country. So, that really is 
the united demand of Bengal and any claim for the division or partition of 
Bengal is only a counsel of desperation. They think that if their reasonable 
demand be not adhered to or granted, then the only other course left open 
to them would he a division of Bengal. J do not know what they mean: 
practically it amounts to this: if the Hindus are driven ultimately to asking 
lor a division of Bengal it would practically be asking for civil strife in the 
oountry between the two communities which I think it will be the duty of 
everyone to shun. And we should remember that in this civil strife British 
bayonets are not coining or will not come to help any of the fighting parties. 
So, really, in thinking of the budget this idea runs pre-eminent in my mind. 
If you look at the budget only as a set of dead figures, it would ifot be a real 
study of the budget. Then* have been complaints about the various alloca- 
tions made in it, there have been complaints about the wastage; hut all that 
happened under pre-existing conditions. We are now going to bid adieu 
to the old constitution. We are heralding a new constitution and I can 
assure all other communities or the Muslim community that if in the fram- 
ing of a new constitution they join their hands with ours then they will find 
that the Hindus are quite reasonable. The Muslims are no doubt in a slight 
numerical majority in the country and certainly as such they ought to have 
e greater voice in the administration of the country than a minority. But 
at the same time it is not an absolute minority but a minority of a very small 
number and a minority which is not weak. So this minority must be given 
a statutory right in the administration of the country. The constitution 
must be jiuch that there can be no possibility of excluding the minority foi 
having a hand in the guiding of the policy to be followed. If any attempt 
is made to exclude them by means of a few votes, in that case— I can only 
voice the feeling of the country— it will lead to disaster. There could be^nc 
•uimiission to anv such constitution. If a rational constitution, if a consti- 
tution in which Hindus will have equal rights is framed, they will have full 
oo-operation of the Hindus. But if a constitution is tried to be imposed 
upon them then God help Bengal! There will be no submission to it: but 
extend vour hand of co-operaTion, extend your hand of love, we shall grasp 
And abicle by it and accept if. But if there be an attempt to override, over- 
riding will not he allowed, because this time it is not a constitution which 
will come from White Hall, but it is a constitution which will be built here 
and the people will * 
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Th* HM'bte Mr. MOHAMMED ALI : May I suggest that this is a speech 
which should appropriately be made in the Constituent Assembly. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I think he is quite in order 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY; What was your ruling, Sir, last time when 
I had to refer to the members of the Cabinet Mission? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You should remember it better than myself because 
it affected you. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I do not object to the speech but 
what I said is that it could appropriately be made in the Constituent 
Assembly. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As you know, the convention is that during the 
budget discussion considerable kititude is allowed to the members and if any 
honourable member wants to show the background of the budget I do not 
think I can object to it. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Well, Sir, the Finance Minister was 
objecting 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir, I do not object to the 

speech. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: What I said is that I do not like to deal 
with the dead figures of the budget. I want to deal with the background, 
the underlying principle of the budget. It is not so much with the framing 
of the budget but with the working out of the budget of the coming year 
which will be framing the history of Bengal. We are going to frame a con- 
stitution and a new child is going to he heralded — the question is whether 
we are going to have a healthy child or a monster which will eat Bengal. 
So 1 say that in working out that policy the future must be looked to. We 
have been so much accustomed to the idea that votes can rule the country, 
but it cannot rule for all time. So that impression ought to be dispelled. 
Votes ('an rule a country when the people acquiesce; but the moment the 
acquiescence is removed the vote cannot rule. It is the will of the people 
that rule a country, and the expression may be in various ways. But I <lo 
not like to dwell upon what the expression of the 45 per cent, of the Hind urt 
will he in case the new constitution is undesirable, you may think of it, every 
one can think of it but it will be something which Bengal would not like, 
which India would not like, which the world would not like. 

Now, as I said before, at the very beginning, in what way this budget 
should be considered. Sir, I congratulate the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister that he has the objective entirely in his view. I interpret the 
objective to mean the independence. If he had any other thing in his 
mind of course I shall be disillusioned. The basis of the budget is nothing 
hut the welfare of the whole people, not the welfare of any particular sec- 
tion of the people. The budget is only the reflection of the policy followed 
by the administration. So, in judging a budget we are to see whether that 
test has been fulfilled, whether it is based upon the desire of the welfare of 
the entire people of the country. 1 can only say that the details have been 
discussed so much that I need not go into details. Sir, the past record of 
the Ministry is not very inspiring. Their past record is not « creditable 
one, it is a record of wastage. Some of my honourable friends have called 
I Ike budget a communal budget. I do not subscribe to that view. It i 9 not 
J a communal budget. A communal budget would really mean a budget 
j which serves at least one community. The previous budget — and the present 
[ t*} 6 ^ B is in the same line wdth the other one, has not served the Muslims. 

| The Muslims as a community did not derive any benefit out of it. By Muslim 
[ immunity I mean the poor Muslims — they have not been served and they 
! w dl not be served. The past record of the working of the budgets only show 
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that really the budget allocation has served nobody. The stage and damage 
by mal-administration caused by corruption and inefficiency reveals only one 
£act, the fact is this that it has not helped the Muslim community as a whole, 
it has helped only a cluster of persons who cling round the Ministry. It 
is not the Muslim community or any other particular community but a few 
people derived the benefit at the cost of both Hindus and Muslims and 
that is the reason why there has been so much wastage, why there ha9 been 
go much corruption, why there has been so much inefficiency in the adminis- 
tration. Because the real object is not to serve the people as a whole, the 
real object is not to serve the Muslims, the real object is not to serve the other 
people — the Hindus. And in Bengal the position of the two communities is 
intermixed' in such a way that if you are to serve one community you cannot 
but serve the other. Both the communities will he served. But here the 
intention was to serve a coterie of persons who clings round the Ministerial 
gadi and they squandered away public revenue. This has been done in the 
case of the previous budget and we apprehend this will be done in the case 
of the working of this budget also. So, it is not really a communal budget in 
that sense, because it has not served the cause of the Muslim masses in the 
least, whatever pretence the Ministers may entertain for catching the votes, 
really the masses have not been served. I ask in all seriousness has the condi- 
tion of the masses been improved in the least? Are they living a happier 
life? Are thev free from their various wants and needs? What is the role 
in life of an ordinary Hindu or an ordinary Muslim? Has be been freed from 
the privations? Has lie been freed from those wrongs wrought on him on 
account of corruption of the administrative machinery and its inefficiency? 
In that regard both the Hindus and the Muslims suffer alike. In each case, 
as has been said by some of the members here, on account of the partiality of 
a particular official if any particular party gains, the community does not 
jfain hut few people may gain but the pernicious result of the corruption and 
inefficiency in the administration is visited upon the whole people irrespective 
of whether they are Hindus or Muslims. 

Now coming to the list of expenditure. It is an awful thing. I do not 
want to go into details. If you go into the list of the wastage of public 
money what do you find? You find the loss of several erores on boats, some 
6 erores and odd on the sale of subsidised food and on rice and wheat com- 
modities erores have been wasted in this manner. Why? No satisfactory 
explanation can there be except that those who were holding the reins of the 
administration of the country had not the welfare of the people in their 
hearts. They were there for their personal position and to keep up their 
position they had to satisfy the greed of those who are clinging to them and 
that caused the whole mischief in the administration and the sufferers were the 
Muslims and the Hindus alike. Moreover it would appear that there had 
been some provision for some extraordinary expenditure also in the budget, 
an expenditure, which I noticed from a calculation which 1 read in the papers, 
ooming to several lakhs, 325 lakhs. Now this is all due to what ? Not surely 
due to acts of God. These disasters were man-made. The question would 
at once arise why there was this disastrous occurrence of a riot in Bengal 
at this time. That also shows the inefficiency of the administration as 
reflected in the serious charge which is brought against the administration, 
that the administration itself was a party to all these ravages caused in 
Bengal, which has caused so much discord between the Hindus and the 
Muslims. This is a charge seriously brought against the Ministers, I mean 
against the administration. This is a charge which it is the object of the 
aaminisirution to establish noVto be a fact because if this charge proves to 
be true and if there is any basis for this charge then naturally the question 
will arise and I would put that question of both to the Hindus and to the 
Muslims whether this sort of constitution ought to he allowed to remain 
which can permit the administration to sow seeds of discord between the 
two communities and which can make the two communities to fly at each 
other's throat; whether the future constitution should not be of a nature 
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that it would not allow the gamble of these people anyhow to keep up their 
position in the administration and then to ruin the oountry by disoord and 
disharmony between the different communities and by riots and by other 
devastating acts. So this is the catalogue of wastage, this is the catalogue 
of inefficiency, not only of inefficiency and if that charge be a well founded 
one which up till now has not been proved to be baseless that this ravage 
in the country was not an accidental one but was the result of a mature 
plan. If that was so then certainly the time has come for the thinking 
people of this country, both Hindus and Muslims, to devise ways and means 
to eradicate this poison. This poison has somehow to be eradicated. 
I believe that there is a considerably powerful section among both Hindus 
and Muslims who would combine to eradicate this poison and not to allow 
people, this class of gamblers, to be in charge of the administration of the 
country— people who gamble with the fortune of a country, or as my friend 
just now says, not only with the fortunes of a country, but with the lives 
of the people of a oountry, and why life K — with more than life, the honour 
of a people or with the sanctity of things held most sacred by any nation. 
So, in considering this budget, as I said the real budget must be one in which 
the people’s will is reflected and in which the basis is only the real welfare 
of the people that is aimed at. There may he a trap created and put forward 
for those who render help to the executive whenever called upon to do so, 
but it must not be a trap. It must be prompted by a sincere desire to help 
the people to remove their wants and to raise their status. (Mr. Muhammad 
Tvukiu: The landlords’ party will do that!) 

As I was saying, Sir, when 1 was interrupted, it may be that we may not 
he framing, the future constitution but 1 want to say that we can help in 
framing it. The budget is to be piepared here and we have a hand in fram- 
ing it, and we can compel them to liarne it in the manner the pwmle desire. 
Some of my friends did agree with me when I said that if Bengal is going 
to be a Sovereign State then it should be a Sovereign State with equal rights. 
But why should they think of leaving Bengal alone ? Why not think of a 
greater Bengal to include also other portions which were once Bengal’s? 
Think of a greater Bengal and build up a glorious history for Bengal, not 
a history of shame which future history of the world will paint very black 
for us, but a real history of glory. 

Now, Sir, I would like to say one thing. I received a copy of an addi- 
tional budget statement from the Hon’ble Finance Minister in which he has 
complained that “the Bengal budget for 1947-48 is the 9th deficit budget in 
the years following the Niemever Award which forms the basis of financial 
adjustments between the Centre and the Provinces. While this succession 
of deficit budget is attributable generally to principles of financial alloca- 
tion between the Centre and the Province, the present deficit is to a great 
extent due to the role which Bengal was called upon to play as an important 
Military Base during World War II.” Then he continues that “Bengal’s 
chronic financial stringency dales back to the iniquitous and unfair financial 
allocations under the Mcston Award in pre-autonomy years and under the 
Niemeyer Award in force since 19117-38.” Of course he is referring to the 
distribution by the Centre of the income-tax and of the jute tax. Only one 
thing I can say and that is whatever might have been their allocation 
regarding income-tax and the whole of the export duty on jute, one thing 
is clear, whether Bengal remains within India or outside it is not for me to 
foretell. The Question of allocation would not be on the same trend as it 
is now. Bengal will be independent as regards sources of revenue— inoome- 

if e n l8e< * m ® en K a *» ex P urt duty on i ule realised in Bengal— independent 
of the Centre. But we should not think of day dreams — we should not suffer 
from illusion — we should not be amused in day dreams or illusion in this 
^ a insecurity remains in the province, if the policy of 

the administration is such as to do away with the Hindu capitalists altogether 



910 


GENERAL DISCUSSION ON BUDGET. [28th Fbb., 


and if such a procedure is followed, I may say — not that I pretend to be a 
prophet, I may say without any fear of contradiction — that if this policy of 
scaring away from the country is followed and if there is no sufficient security 
in the country the jute duty and the income-tax will dwindle into nothing. 
Tax can only be collected from the income of jute that would be exported. 
But think what will happen if the jute products are removed to some other 
place or some other province or State which could very well be done. The 
capitalists will know what to do. It may be said that Calcutta is a port, 
they are bound to come to Calcutta for export purposes. But do you know 
that Orissa is thinking of a port of her own on her coast — and who cater at 
present the Calcutta Port? Bengal, Assam, United Provinces Orissa and 
Behar. Now, Orissa is going to have a port of her own. At Vizagapatam 
a port has already grown. Mv friends who of course live in the security of 
a majority vote only do not perhaps keep this information. Orissa is trying 
to open an industrial centre and they are seriously thinking of a port in which 
they are being backed by their neighbouring provinces of Bihar and United 
Provinces and serious attempt is being made to have the whole port route 
shifted on to the ports of Vizagapatam and Bombay. So if this trade channel 
of Orissa, Bihar and United Provinces is diverted from Calcutta what will 
your Calcutta port do. So do not indulge in illusion and day dreams. So you 
must have the goodwill of the whole of India. You must have co-operation 
of the Hindus. Bengal cannot prosper without the co-operation of the 
Hindus. Bengal must he a happy country lx>th for the Hindus and the 
Muslims. In Bengal capitalists must feel secure — . 

Khan 8ahib Maulvi WAHIDUZZAMAN : Capitalists are all non-Bengalis. 

Mr, KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA* Yes, non-Bengali capitalists are already 
here and you cannot drive them. I know as a matter of fact and 1 may 
remind my Muslim friends that there is lip loyally to Bengalis and they speak 
of it very glibly, but l find if anybody has any influence on the Ministry it 
is the Ispahanis not a Bengali Muslim, in the services in the Government of 
India there are the United Provinces Muslims and the Punjabi Muslims, the 
Bengali Muslims are parias there. You talk very glibly of your love for the 
Bengali Muslims but we know as a matter of fad. that in the Ministry they 
are nowhere. The Bengali Muslims may be coolies and clerks but it is the 
Ispahanis that dominate in the Ministry, in the services of the Government of 
India it is the Punjabi Muslims and United Provinces Muslims that rule and 
no Bengali Muslims. So, I would advice that unite with us, the Hindus, and 
in case of an all-India constitution of which there is every chance from the 
trend of the events in that case a united demand of the Hindus and Muslims 
of Bengal will have an effective voice. Otherwise you are parias now and 
you will remain so. (Khan Sahih Maulvi Waiiiduzzaman : By keeping 
Birlas here) I do not like to reply to that. Birlas and Ispahanis there will 
be so long as vou do not join the Hindus. I would appeal to the Bengali 
Muslims that if you wish to get rid of these Birlas and Ispahanis, if you wush 
to have a position on all-India affairs take your brothers, the Hindus, in your 
confidence. In that case the claim of Bengal will he irrestible otherwise if 
you still adhere to this policy of ruling by majority of votes bid good-bye to 
that idea of doing real good to the people, it will never come and it can never 
come. So really this complaint ought to be remedied. It appears that the 
Hon’ hie the Finance Minister is still thinking of the allocation of revenues, 
but the allocation would he a history of the past as the future constitution has 
to judge what would bo the l>asis of the allocation. You may have 
independent sources of income. 'You may destroy with your own hand the 
Calcutta Port by pursuing the present policy of ruling by majority votes. I 
warn you no real industry can be built up and the real structure of society 
can be laid unless there is co-openrtion between the two communities. No 
particular community can tolerate the tyranny and oppression of another 
community for all time. 
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Now, I would refer to some of the particular items in the statement of the 
Hon’ble the Finance Minister as to the cause of the present eoonomic condi- 
tion of the country. He says “In my opinion it is due to the inflatory forces/* 
No doubt it is the general cause but the ravages caused by the inflatory 
forces has been accentuated particularly in Bengal by corruption and ineffi- 
ciency. Inflatory forces are there all over India but the result is not the 
same and therefore we are to consider why the result is so disastrous in Bengal 
alone. 

Then about the extraordinary expenditure and other things. A picture 
of the few schemes of development of the country has been given. But the 
past record of course does not create any confidence in our mind. Schemes 
there were and funds there were but the schemes were not worked out. So, 
there were really no schemes for the welfare of the people or perhaps those in 
charge of the schemes were scheming for their own benefit. 

Then as to the future grant of Rs. G9 crores which we are going to receive 
from the Centre in a five-year plan : To that we can only say that if the money 
allotted by the Centre is to be really employed for the welfare of the people 
and is not to he allowed to go into the hands of the grabbers, into the hands 
of those sharks who just hover around those who are in power for a share 
in that and if the sharks are not to be allowed to swallow that amount I 
would insist that the control of the funds should be placed in the hands of 
a joint committee of both sections of the House so that they mav give their 
judgment over it. It should not be left to the sharks to control the funds. 
The scheme ought to be controlled, or rather the working of the scheme ought 
to he under the control of a joint committee of both the sections of the House 
and ought not to he left to he done according to the wishes of those who are 
only anxious to please those sharks who often hover around them. 

Then coming to Education I find there is a special grant to the Muslims. 

I welcome it. I do not oppose it. Really the standard of education amongst 
my Muslim brethren is still not up to the mark it ought to he. They require 
special aid and special aid should be given. There is nothing to object to 
that. This spending of the money, I think, will really be for the betterment 
of the country. But one thing I cannot subscribe to and here I differ from 
my honourable friend, Mr. Nur Ahmed, who says that the Muslims require 
separate institutions which are congenial to their nature. 1 think, in the 
modern century to speak of this, that a particular section of the public or a 
community wishes to lead an exclusive life and they do not think that their 
contact with the other people would be congenial to them is a thing which 
you must not allow in your community to grow. If you wish Muslims to get 
education in Europe I welcome it but not separate institutions for the differ- 
ent communities in the land of their birth. 1 say come in contact with the 
outside people. It is the brushing of the shoulders with the other people 
which would make you competent, which would arouse in you a spirit of com- 
petition. So this idea of cogeniality, that of having education in a congen- 
ial atmosphere, I am positively of the opinion, will he to the detriment of 
the interests of the. Muslim youths themselves. Every atmosphere is con- 
genial, if you adapt yourself to it. And really the Muslims and the Hindus 
ought to get educated in the same institution and no action ought to he taken 
which would increase the cleavage between the two communities. It will 
be to your interests; it will be to our interests. There ought to he contact 
between the two communities, in all the spheres of life, and no exclusiveness 
of a particular community should he toleraled at all. So this idea of a 
separate Muslim University or of particular institutions for the Muslims 
ought to be* discouraged. Have your grant; utilise it; use it for the uplift 
of the Muslims. Let the whole Muslim community be educated and be 
raised in the estimation of the world. It will be to the benefit of the country. 

. be equally to the benefit of the Hindus. But again I request you to 
&. lve U P the idea of exclusiveness, to give up the idea of a separate T ni ver- 
*«y or of a separate institution. As regards culture, certainly the Muslim 
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has his own culture, the Hindu has his own culture, the Christian has his 
own culture, every country has got its own culture but that does not debar 
the Hindus and Muslims being educated in the same institution. That does 
not debar their coining in contact in all spheres of life with others with 
increasing cordiality between the two communities and that would create 
a healthy feeling of brotherhood between the two major communities. 

One more thing and I finish. It is a matter in which I may say that I 
am somewhat concerned in my official capacity as the President of the 
Refugees Rehabilitation Committee of Tippera and Noakhali. There was a 
Committee formed. I did come in contact with the refugees and I know 
something personally of the condition of these refugees. Sir, the refugees 
have left the refugee camps and are not at present concerned with the distri- 
bution of doles at all. Now comes the question of rehabilitation of those 
poople who had left their homes and are now going back there. Most of 
them are not rich people like my friends sitting over there and 99 per cent, 
of them are very poor poople, cultivators, who require houses, cows, cattle 
for cultivation, implements of husbandry, and ordinary clothings and they 
want all these things without any delay. Even when I was coming to 
Calcutta, to attend the session of this House, I had met the Special Commis- 
sioner for Relief, Mr. Numnnabi Chowdhury who is posled there and brought 
to his notice the fact that the ploughing seasou is passing, the sowing season 
was passing, those men had no plough or cattle or anywhere to live in. If 
the vast tracts of paddy land were allowed to remain uncultivated you will 
be facing a famine. I found him, 1 must say, very sympathetic, an officer 
popular with the people, the masses, a good officer, but his reply was that 
ne could not help very much in the matter. ‘I am being informed that spades 
are coming, ploughs, and other implements are coming, but I am not receiv- 
ing any’ — that was his reply. Sir, if this is the state of things, then it is 
very undesirable. Every one of us knows, every one who lias some acquaint- 
ance with Eastern Bengal, knows that the sowing season is passing off and 
unless the people are immediately supplied with all these elementary require- 
ments, the implements for agriculture and they are also granted money for 
housing, it is impossible for them to carry on. There is on paper a list of 
grants. I luive seen letters on this matter; the letters say ‘plough, spade 
and other implements are being sent, etc.’ but, Sir, letters do not help in 
cultivating the land; they want something tangible and the Hon’ble Minister 
concerned should certainly think over the matter and relieve the distress 
of the peole without the least delay. 

I will now finish, Sir, with a statement of sincere appeal to my brethren 
of the Muslim <x>mmunity that as they form the majority community in the 
country the future of Bengal depended mostly on them. If you mar the 
future of Bengal, history will put the blame upon you. I say again that the 
Hindus are quite prepared to extend their hand of co-operation but a hand of 
oo-opemlion only and not by way of subjugation or slavery, and a hand of 
equal rights. 

Mr, HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Mr. President, I would have very 
much liked that the II on ’bio Chief Minister had been present in the Chamber, 
for, Sir, as fur as I have found from the working of the new organisation 
that is working in the Secretariat, I see that only one department of Govern- 
ment is functioning and that is the Chief Minister’s Department, and most 
of the Ministers according to the Rowland Committee’s scheme of things that 
is now prevailing in the Secretariat are nothing more than departmental 
heads occupying positions similar to that of head assistants. There is no 
initiative left to any minister; no final shaping of policy. The Minister is 
not master in his own department and even if anything is agreed upon in 
the Development Department it gets entangled in llte Chief Minister’s 
Department which has become an octopus, so to say; which has become a 
machinery for delay and defeat every scheme whatever it might be. Then, 
Sir, the Finance Department as far as my knowledge goes, is nothing more 
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than an Audit Department short of any other responsibility. So it is in th 
fitness of things that every individual Minister, if he has any initiative 
should rise against any policy which is followed in accordance with thi 
regime of the Section 93. The Ministers seem to take no initiative regard 
ing their departmental schemes. The policy followed during the Section 9J 
period is still continuing. Everything that emerges from a Minister*! 
department gets entangled in the Chief Minister’s Department and 1 may a 
once describe as the working centre of that organisation. Therefore if ail) 
Minister should have been here and should have taken notes of the 9ugges< 
tions from the members of this House he is the Chief Minister, because he 
is the head of all the departments and it is he who controls the administration 
in every way. I may tell the House that the Hon’ble Chief Minister is over- 
whelmed with work; people hang on to him for days together for conferences 
of very important character and he cannot apply his mind to the office and 
because of this enormous amount of work which he takes upon himself, — 
I do not know if it is thrust upon him — he is not able to do justice to it with 
such efficiency and expedition as he would have done otherwise. Therefore* 
as on the last occasion I protested against this system of administration 
which has been introduced, so 1 do again emphasise that Government as a 
whole must decide whether the scheme is working successfully or whether 
that scheme should be allowed to continue and whether their policy has led 
to any progress. 

Now, Sir, before I pass on to the budget, figures, I should like to recipro- 
cate wholeheartedly with the sentiments expressed by Mr. Dutta, the leader 
of the Opposition. I wholeheartedly agree with all that he has said regard- 
ing the need of co-operation between the Hindus and the Muslims. Sir, my 
desire in this direction is no less than what he said. I quite agree with him 
when he said that if the province is to progress, if the pro\inee is to prosper, 
the communities must co-operate, that it is by this co-operation between the 
Hindus and the Muslims the number of which is almost equally balanced, the 
province can progress. It is not only true in Bengal, hut it is true for the 
whole of India. What we feel here is felt for a gareater degree by the people 
of other provinces in India. There should be a complete change of outlook 
and attitude towards each other. Mr. Dutta spoke of Bengal minority. I 
think, Sir, that minority interest should always lie safeguarded everywhere. 
We, Hindus and Muslims, who have been ruled by the British for over 200 
years know to our cost what is to be ruled by others. So we must, always 
safeguard the interest of the minority. For the last JO years we are presiding 
over the administration of the province without any real power of control. 
AVe have no control over the machinery of administration. The machinery 
has created such an amount of frustration in our mind that our inner feel- 
ings have undergone a great damage. So I say there should be 
co-operation between the Hindus and the Muslims and without co-operation 
one cannot by sheer weight of number rule. Let us take up the challenge 
that has come from His Majesty’s Government and let us show that we can 
take up the challenge and rise equal to the occasion and decide before we 
can perform the great task of ruling the sub-continent. We ran see reason 
in the argument of the opponent, we can compromise and they can evolve a 
system which will be beneficial for all doing injustice to none upholding the 
interests of everybody. Therefore, Sir, 1 extend my full sympathy and 
support to what Mr. Dutta has said that there will he a co-operation between 
the two sections for the general good of the country. It is believed that 
without the oo-operation of one community the other community cannot even 
rule much less can they further the interest of the country. 

Now, Sir, the present budget is a repetition of what has been done in 
1946-47. In fact I scanned through it very quickly and I have not been able 
fo find any new light thrown in and the defects that were there are still there. 
First of all I would draw your attention to what is happening in the Civil 
Supplies Department. On the last occasion I said that this commercial 
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department has been taken over by the Government for tbe first time on a 
very vast scale employing a capital of Rs. 100 crorea in a financial year or 
a fiscal year. Therefore this department should have checks and balances 
that are essential for running a successful business ooncern. I pointed out 
that many people have been able to become millionaire from nothing but how 
is it that Government lost crores of rupees in the transaction of foodgrains. 
A little scanning will show how the amount has been lost during The last 4$ 
years of the administration of the Food Department. Subsidised foodgrains 
cannot be included in that loss because subsidised food account goes into 
the other budgetary heads. Under the head 11 Purchase and Sale of Food- 
grains' ' for ordinary rationing for the general consumers in 4 years Rs. 4,686 
kkhs have been lost. Why has it not been possible to pass all these losses 
to the consumers? Why is it that the losses of the entire province should 
be borne by the poor men who pay annas 5 as tax only ? Why has it not been 
possible to increase the price of rice from annas 6 to annas 7 to meet the 
losses? The Department spent Rs. 24 crores in years and Rs. 4,686 kkhs 
have been lost in the operation of the Civil Supplies (Food Department). I 
ask — has this colossal figure received the attention which it deserves from 
the public as well as from the Government ? Has any attempt been made to 

S kce that before the House so that the attention of the members might be 
irectly focussed upon the state of affairs. T am not saying that this loss 
has been due to any fault in the administration of a particular Minister. I 
say only that there is something wrong in the machinery which employs 
15,000 to 20,000 persons in the Civil Supplies Department. Something 
should be done in order to remedy this continuous loss on a huge scale. 
This foodgruin supply is a business, pure and simple, so this should be 
managed as a business proposition. This should be treated as a separate 
subject and there should he a separate budget as the Railway Budget in the 
Government of India. The Government of India is running this as an 
entirely business proposition having its final balance-sheets showing profit 
and loss account through which the losses have occurred. Therefore, Sir, I 
again plead that these should be separated altogether. This system of 
allocating expenses should be reviewed and re-examined and a new system 
evolved by which these huge losses from year to year can be stopped. 

In the same manner another new scheme has been brought this year. 
This is also a commercial sc heme, the entire amount to he financed from loans 
which the Government of India is advancing, I mean the Kanchrapara Area 
Development Scheme. For this the Government has already sanctioned a 
sum of Rs. 50 lakhs for the current \ ear and another 50 lakhs is asked for to 
be sanctioned by the Assembly for the coming year. But one thing is that 
We have not been told us regards the commercial aspect of this proposition. 
We w’ant to know something more before the Government proceeds further 
on this scheme. We want to know if the entire capital outlay will be one 
crore of rupees or is still something to be added during the next year. What 
is the prospect of this area for the return of the money that the Govern- 
ment is investing and how and to what extent the landlords of the area have 
been benefited bv the scheme. What is the ultimate benefit accruing to 
the province as a whole? If this scheme is to be one of the trading concerns 
of the Bengal Government, as it appears it is, and if this money spent is to 
be made good, a profit in the bargain should have been made and should be 
made. Without any such end in view, if this amount is foolishly spent 
necessitating more funds, in the long run this may be found a losing ooncern 
and the future Government may think that it is not worth continuing and 
the entire amount will thus be I03?. Therefore some idea about this scheme 
should be given to this House. 

Now, Sir, let me come to the Post-War Development Schemes. We saw 
aaveral post-war development schemes shown in the budget for the year 
1946-47. This Ministry while presenting the budget Last year said that these 
schemes were drawn up by the Section 93 official Government, that they 
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were not satisfied with the presentation of the schemes as they were and ye 
they Is&d no time to scrutinise them and to present them in the proper form 
These schemes were to be executed at the expense of the Government o 
India as they decided to give to each province a sufficiently large sum o 
money with a definite direction that the Provincial Government must be abb 
to spend the sum on causes which they thought best. They granted 12 crorei 
of rupees and the Provincial Government here under the stress and pressure 
from the Centre thought that they must have some schemes on which t< 
utilise the sum offered by the Centre and the\ must be for the benefit of tli4 
province. It is one thing to draw up several schemes and it is quite a differ- 
ent thing to see that the money is well spent on schemes properly drawn uj 
and the work completed in proper time. Out of this 12 crores only 4 to £ 
crores were spent and the rest remains unspent and the amount that Las beer 
spent has been on existing structures, namely, acquisition of large building* 
already built by the military and the money has been spent only on such 
acquisition and no original construction work was done. To name the work* 
that were undertaken there is none. For lload Building 1 crore 92 lakhs wai 
sanctioned but only 8J lakhs could be spent during the year. Let me gm 
some figures for other items. For Agriculture 35 lakhs were sanctioned 
for expenditure during the year 1940-47; only 84 lakhs could be spent and 
the balance of 204 lakhs remained unspent. For the North Calcutta Kura 
Electrification Scheme 33 lakhs w r ere sanctioned; only 7£ lakhs could be spent 
and 25£ lakhs remained unspent. For Civil Works 19 lakhs were budgeted; 
only 24 lakhs could be spent and the balance of 154 lakhs remained unspent, 
For girls secondary education 24 lakhs were sanctioned but the expenditure 
was nil. For the Medical Budget 95 lakhs were .sanctioned; but 22 lakln 
were only spent and the balance remained unspent. For Public Health 13 
lakhs were sanctioned; only 1 lakh could be spent and the balance of 4 lakhs 
remained unspent. For Agriculture 78 lakhs were sanctioned; only 28 
lakhs could be spent and the balance of 50 lakhs remained unspent. For 
Veterinary 5 lakhs were sanctioned; nothing could be spent and everyth inn 
remains unspent. For Industries 11 lakhs were sanctioned; only Its. 30,00(1 
could be spent and the Itahtnce remained unspent. For the construction oi 
Roads 92 lakhs were sanctioned; only 8 lakhs could be spent and the rest 
remained unspent. It is no use repeating this sad story as you will find that 
the story is the same with many other departments also. What is the 
reason at the root of all this is the old administrative machinery wdiich ha? 
proved incompetent times without number. Who does not know', Sir, that 
5 lakhs ot rupees were allotted to this province for building roads before 
the w’ar came in, of which not a single pice could be spent in spite of the 
fact that all schemes were ready but the machinery w 7 as rotten, and nothing 
could be done. Therefore, a supreme eflort should be made by Govern- 
ment to see that the machinery w'hich they have inherited from their pre- 
decessors is so radically changed and remodelled that any progress whicl 
is contemplated by any Ministry may be made possible of achievement, 
(Mr. Bijoy Singh Naiiar: Get rid of the I.C.S.). Well, anyway the I.C.S, 
are fading away, but I do not know 7 whether any other rule which will com* 
in its place will improve, matters as we expect. But anyway that chaptei 
seems to be closing, and we need not pursue that point. I will now give you 
an example of how road building has been handled in my district. There 
has been a road sanctioned in my district as long ago as 1929-30 as one oi 
the provincial roads; it w f as taken over by the Provincial Road Board 
and one could easily expect that it would be taken in hand. But up tc 
now nothing has been done. This year in the year 1947, and in the montli 
of January, I was told that the department had called for tenders for brick 
burning — in January, 1947, Sir, for a scheme which had been sanctioned 
as early as 1929. I would therefore ask the Hon’ble Minister to enquire 
into the matter, as to wffiat was the difficulty in the budget grant or in th< 
policy that a notification about tenders for brick burning was issued so kt* 
*®king applicants to oome forward ready to burn bricks which oughl 
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actually to have been prepared in December last and which should have 
been in the kiln at least in the month of January. But it is now only that 
the Communications and Works Department is asking the people to come 
forward to offer their prices for burning bricks which are to be utilised this 
year. If the department’s policy is such in which the Communications and 
Works Department, is merged then it will be lucky even if at the end of the 
year 1947, they can deckle their minds as to when, where and to whom they 
are going to give orders for bricks necessary to metal the road. Therefore, 
unless some supreme effort is made to remedy this defect no progress, far 
less building a happy and prosperous Bengal on a large and gigantic scale 
that is contemplated by many, is not likely to be seen in the near future. 

Sir, there is one distressing thing which I submit is agitating the minds 
of most of us now. It is the price of the ordinary commodities which are 
rising rapidly in a spiral form. After the Government of India’s handing 
over of control of most articles, that however has lapsed and it is high time 
to seriously consider the question of checking the inflation of prices. 
France has started to check it drastically because the end of inflation has 
brought in disaster of a magnitude which many nations have not been able 
to overcome in a quarter of a century. We nave seen that in Sind also, 
where there is a danger of inflation of every commodity price. Therefore 
1 say that it is a matter for serious consideration and I earnestly appeal to 
the Government that, they should apply their minds as to whether it is now 
possible for them to fall back upon the rigid price control and distribution 
of essential commodities of life. It is no use denying the fact that with 
control will come in corruption. We cannot and have not been able to 
completely eradicate corruption. But there is no reason why we should 
not make a serious effort to see what can he done to check corruption and 
inflation that is about to be an all embracing feature throughout the 
province. 

The next thing that I want to bring before the House is the remarks 
made by some of my friends opposite by way of criticism of the budget. 
They have characterised the budget as a oommunal budget. Now, Sir, 
with regard to the remarks made against the grant of Ks. 10 lakhs for 
Muslim education, Mr. Dutta, Leader of the Opposition, has already given 
a proper reply to that criticism. I may say, Sir, in this connection that 
many of my other Hindu friends also have often said in the past that the 
need for Muslim education is very great and that for this they should be 
given as much as possible and no one should grudge it. But here only 10 
lakhs has been allotted for Muslim education and equally another 10 lakhs has 
been given tor a section of the Hindus who are also in need of help. Muslims 
at©, as you all know, admittedly in need of encouragement in the matter of 
education and they should get much more than has been allotted for their 
education. So a grant of only 10 lakhs for Muslim education, should not be 
objected to and any one having a sense of reality should not call it a com- 
munal budget, nor a provision of one lakh for the Lianna College should be 
objected to. I may say, Sir, that Islamia College is not a Muslim College. 
To it Hindus are as much welcome to join as Muslim are. Therefore if you 
have an Islamia College it will be for the general improvement 
of educational system and it is not a sectarian college which my friends 
opposite are apprehensive of, and therefore it is not good to try to put it as 
a communal budget. These sentimental or emotional remarks should 
not be made. Let us come down from sentiment or emotion to 
reality. The position is that if larger grants are made for Muslim educa- 
tion and if appointments are nuTrie in the larger numbers in public services 
for 10 years even then the nuuiber of Muslims will not be equal to that of 
Hindus. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, although it is customary to con- 
gratulate the Finance Minister on presentation of the yearly budget, it is 
difficult to observe that custom in face of the dismal financial situation with 



GENERAL DISCUSSION ON BUDGET. 


247 


1947.] 

which we have been confronted. In the current year the deficit is 13 crorea 
28 lakhs 47 thousand. For the coming year, the deficit is shown at 6 crorea 
20 lakhs and 14 thousand and if as we must add to it 6 crores more which 
will be neeesary to give effect to the scheme for the revision of pay of the 
Government employees, the deficit will be 12 crores. In two years therefore 
the deficit is 25 crores which is an absoultely disgraceful state of affairs. 

Sir, the limit of taxation has been reached. There is hardly any way out 
of the impasse except by a subvention from the Centre to offset the borrow- 
ing which is necessary to balance the budget with 21 crores more for the open- 
ing balance. Sir, Bengal is the richest province in India having the greatest 
potential resources and yet Bengal now stands at the threshold of bankruptcy. 
No doubt the financial relations between the Centre and Bengal brought about 
by the Meston Award and the Niemeyer scheme have operated very prejudi- 
cially for the latter and we have every sympathy with the Finance Minister 
in his efforts not merely to get the subvention hut also to get revision of 
the schemes so as to put Bengal on sound financial basis. The League 
Government should realise before it is too late that discretion is the belter 
part oi valour and that in wooing the Centre with the plaintive cry of “live 
and let live”, the League Government should see to it that its party buries 
fifty fathoms deep its war cry of “Larke Lenge Pakistan — a Pakistan, Sir, 
which is politically foolish and economically highly unsound. 

Sir, while we have every sympathy with the Finance Minister in his 
effort to win the good grace of the Centre, we must say that the manner in 
which the League Government is carrying on the administration in Bengal 
and the manner in which they are handling the fi nancies is open to the 
gravest objection. Sir, Bengal managed herself with 13 crores in 1937. 
The Government of India has always proved itself as Bengals Patron Saint. 
It wiped off Bengal’s debt of 8 crores and allowed Bengal to start the work- 
ing of the new constitution with a clean slate. Gradually receipts and 
expenditure were mounting up and for four more years Bengal pulled 
through with receipts and expenditure varying from 13 to 10 crores. Then 
came the sudden rise in expenditure to 81 crores with the receipts standing 
at 23 crores. Next year the expenditure rose to 42 crores with receipts 
standing at 32 crores and so on till we reached the present stage at which 
receipts stand at 38 crores 73 lakhs 2 thousand with expenditure higher by 
1,328 lakhs and 47 thousand and the receipts for the coming year forecast 
at 4,70,789 lakhs with the expenditure showing at Rs. 53,881 lakhs. Sir, 
all these years it was the Government of India which liberally contributed 
for upkeep of this Government. Some excuses for inability to square the 
budget were handy, namely, war, famine, etc. I will not stop to enquire 
who was responsible for the man-made famine which devasted Bengal in 
1943-44 nor shall I point out how Assam being more in the war l wise than 
Bengal could present far more satisfactory budgets than Bengal but this 
much l want to say that for the past two years, Bengal is no longer in 1 he 
lirip of famine and that the war drum has ceased to beat since September, 
1945. Why then should we have in course of two years a deficit of 25 crores? 
The League’s lugh-ups have made the Government, of Bengal a party caucus 
since 1937 and constituted the Government with a set of incompetent bullies. 
With full connivance of this puppet Government the Muslim League on 1 (Jih 
August, merrily started Direct Action— which resulted in the great Calcutta 
Carnage with terrible loss of life and property. Then followed the Noakhali 
and Tippera outrages resulting in considerably greater extensity in damages 
to life and property and in rupture of good relations between the two major 
communities inhabiting Bengal. They had repurcussions in Bihar where 
for all the more deplorable brutalities which occurred, Government of 
Rcngal must share the responsibility. Sir, conscious of that responsibility, 
the erring Government deputed without consultation with the Bihar Govern- 
ment one of the most notoriously reactionary communal minded officer to 

in liaison with the Muslim League party to share in works of rescue and 
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rehabilitation of sufferers in Bihar. They returned with 150,000 Bihar 
refugees who have been promised succour, relief, comfort and settlement 
in Bengal with the ultimate object of pakisthanising Western Bengal which 
is overwhelmingly non-Muslim. These activities of the Muslim League 
party with the Full connivance and support of the Bengal Government caused 
ever-widening and serious drain in the finances of Bengal in the shape of 
2\ crores for relief and rehabilitation of the Bengal sufferers and of over 1 
crore for Bihar refugees— all due to communal frenzy brought about by the 
Direct Action Policy of the Mulim League party of which the Bengal 
Government is but a party. We are afraid that the Centre in considering the 
allotment of subvention may take into consideration all these factors and 
something more I am relating hereafter. It is this that the Direct Action 
Policy has taken a new turn. The policy has been taken up by the Govern- 
ment in right earnest in pursuit of which they totally ignore the existence 
of all sections of the people except the Muslims and are pursuing it with a 
ruthlessness the like of which it will be difficult to find a parallel. Take for 
instance the legislative activities of the Government — their Bill for acquisi- 
tion of cultivable waste lands of Bengal which will reauire unlimited 
moneys with the intention, as *ve believe, of Moslemising tnose areas, that 
daylight robbery Bill — the Bargadar’s Bill to finish the middle class 
bhadraloks as they finished the great body of Hindu creditors by the Debt 
Settlement Boards — their Bill for the exploitation and extinction of fisher- 
men in Bengal miscalled the Bengal Protection and Conservation of Fishes 
Bill. 

Sir, let me now turn to their educational policy. They are out to 
implement their promise to the Moslem League Party to get through the 
Secondary Eduction Bill over which a Ministry foundered and about which 
the League Party and the Government were left in no doubt as to the 
attitude and opinion of the non-Muslims. Yet they must have it with a 
mint of money. Their creation of a special fund of Its. 10 lakhs for Muslim 
education ignoring the claims of adequate help to all educational institu- 
tions which cater to the educational advancement of all sections of the 
people irrespective of any caste or creed but which are dragging a miserable 
existence. Extension of Islamia College which since its start could not 
compete successfully with other progressive institutions in Calcutta, hostels 
for Muslim students in Calcutta, grant to Islamia Hospital, Madrasas, etc., 
which by themselves are not wrong are some of the significant items of 
expenditure in glaring contrast w r ith the Government effecting a saving of 
the much-needed expenditure of 9 lakhs which was earmarked this year for 
the expansion of the University College of Science. But what is particularly 
Wrong is the preliminary provision made to start a Muslim University. Sir, 
they are going to acquire 2,000 acres of land near about Calcutta, and they 
intend to move the Islamia College there and making it a nucleus they aim 
to start at the expense of non-Muslims whose contribution to the public 
exchequer is higher than that of the Muslims — they aim to start 
at a cost of 3 to 4 crores of rupees which after all would be a com- 
munal University. Bengal is suffering already from an overdose of com- 
munalism and this University when in action will breed fanatical com- 
munalists who will be a danger to the society and peace and tranquillity of 
the whole province. If w’e look at the past history of the Dacca Moslem 
iitiidents and of the Aligarh University students, my forecast will have 
ample justification. 

Sir, if the items of expenditure on subjects I have dealt with be added 
on one side together with whar has been provided for the upkeep of that 
notoriously inefficient and corrupt department of Civil Supplies, a depart- 
ment, Sir, which frittered away orore9 on leaky boats, boats which do not 
float, a department, Sir, which has as yet given no justification for its 
further continuance but which really is found essential for Muslim League 
supporters of the Government and we look to the deficit as shown in the 
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Budget. On the other side, we find that the communal policy of the pre- 
sent Government is mainly responsible for the inability of the Finance 
Minister to present a balanced budget. You do all ugly things, show deficit 
and then approach the Centre for subvention being auite oblivious of the 
fact that he who seeks equity must come with clean hands. 

Sir, I have indicated in very brief outline the Direct Action which is 
being carried on by this communal Government to the prejudice of and 
against the best interests and wishes of the 45 per cent, of the population 
in Bengal. Sir, the communal activities of this partisan Government have 
so exasperated and alarmed a certain section of the people that already 
there is a strong body of public opinion favouring partition of Bengal. In 
fact, Sir, a conference was held on the 17th February, last, in which 
amongst others not less than 11 members of the Bengal Legislature took 
part and in which they decided to mobilise opinion for a separate province 
for the Bengalee Hindus. Sir, in 1900, a province was carved out for the 
Muslims by Lord Curzon. A vigorous and sustained agitation against the 
partition of Bengal led by Sir Surendranath Banerjee of hallowed memory 
resulted in its annulment after six years of Eastern Bengal Government at 
Dacca and Bengal was re-united and raised to the status of a Governor’s 
Province in 1911. The time has brought its revenge. The Muslim League 
in fanatical pursuit of communalism bus so coloured the outlook of the 
Government that Hindus very generally feel that their interests are no 
longer safe in its hands. In this atmosphere we have now before us the 
momentous declaration of His Majesty’s Government made in Parliament 
on the 20th February, last. Sir, before this declaration all other questions 
pale into insignificance. Particularly it is a declaration which touches 
Bengal very much and with it its present and future budgetary provisions 
also. Sir, I will quote a relevant portion of Mr. Prime Minister Attlee’s 
Statement. It runs as follows: '‘His Majesty’s Government wish to make 
it clear that it is their definite intention to take necessary steps to effect 
the transference of power to responsible Indian hands by u date not later 
than June 1948”. Then lie goes on to say, “But if it should appear that 
such a constitution will not have been worked out by a fully representative 
Assembly before the time mentioned in paragraph 7 (June, 1948), His 
Majesty’s Government will have to consider to whom the powers of t he 
(’eutrai Government in British India should be handed over, on the due 
date, whether as a whole to some form of Central Government for British 
India or in some areas to the existing Provincial Governments or in such 
other way as may seem most reasonable and in the best interests of the 
Indian people”. Sir, we have before us the budget for the next 12 months 
to end on March 31, 1948, and here is a statement of definite date for trans- 
ference of power to happen in next 15 months with a very sinister hint ut 
Bengal. Sir, I have no apprehensions as to the Centre which, 1 trust, will 
be made strong to withstand unv outside or inside attacks. But as I have 
said Bengal is in danger. I will, therefore, not touch on other points but 
shall confine myself to the questions rebiting to Bengal. Sir, I stand for 
united India and as a part of it for united Bengal, if possible, divided Bengal, 
if necessary. It was not for nothing that Bengal agitated to be re-united. 
In the agitation which followed in the wake of the partition, arguments 
for and against partition were exhausted. It is too late in the day now to 
go over them again but with the danger looming ahead not a day must 
be lost for all non-Moslem leaders in Bengal to put their heads together 
and to solve what threatens to be perpetual serfdom of 45 per cent. non- 
Muslims of the province. I should think a joint demand should be pre- 
sented with an ultimatum to the Government of Bengal and the Muslim 
League party which should be to the effect that (1) the present inefficient, 
corrupt and communal Miuistry be dissolved; (2) the Ministry to be 
reformed being composed of equal numbers of Muslim and non-Muslim 
representatives, the Prime Minister being alternately a Congressman and 
a Leaguer; (3) joint electorates to replace the communal electorates from 
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the legislature down to the local self-governing units; (4) public services 
to be filled by men recruited by a competent and non-partisan Public 
Service Commission through open competitive examinations; (5) religion to 
be divorced from the State and Bengal to remain a part and parcel of united 
India. 

If h.y a certain date, say, four months from now, the demands are not 
met, there must be persistent raging and tearing agitation carried on by 
the joint efforts of all non-Muslims braving all consequences making it 
impossible tor Mr. Attlee to transfer power to this hostile, inefficient and 
corrupt Government which draws its sustenance from communal votes and 
which, therefore, is not a democratic institution at the same time demand- 
ing separation of the west from the east of Bengal. Sir, if in spite of the 
Muslim League, the separutionists can hope to curve out a separate pro- 
vince, then surely the sejmratioriists joining forces with the unionists can 
enforce the above demands. Sir, if the demands are met, there will he an 
agreed constitution and then things will so turn out that there will be no 
more deficit budgets. There will be peace and plenty, progress and 
happiness all round. There will be above all real treedom which will enable 
each and every one of us to work on with head erect, with head on high. 

Jai Hind. 

Khali Bahadur CHYA8HUDDIN PATHANS Mr. President, Sir, before 
I propose to offer my cnngiatulations or thanks, if any, to the youngest 
member of the Bengal Cabinet through whom the coming year's budget 
has been presented to us, 1 feel tempted to give vent to my feeling of 
surprise as to why the honourable members of the Opposition should be 
so much lacking in eloquence to offer their sincere gratefulness to him for 
giving them the golden opportunity to style this budget as a one-sided 
parly budget on the ground that a small fraction of the estimated amount 
lias been provided for a few Muslim institutions although this amount pales 
inlo insignificance as compared to what has been provided for the benefit 
of the members of the other community whose cause they are here to 
advocate. Unfortunately the use of the words Islamic and Muslim seems 
to have created a consternation in the Opposition Group which has found 
expression on the floors of both the Houses as well as in the columns of 
newspapers. Some ot the friends of the Opposition have gone to the 
length of sa\ing that, it is .1 budget to have the wav to Pakisthan and to 
satish those who sire advocates of that ideology. But if we go through 
tin* budget carefully with an unbiased mind and judge it in its true per- 
spective, the irresistible conclusion is that it is not so. It is a mainuli 
budget - a fanes production ot the old bureaucratic machine with charming 
pictures here and there — very beautiful to look at with naked eyes, wherein 
attempt has been made b\ the so-called peoples’ Government — 1 mean the 
present Cabinet — to provide some amounts for several nation-building pro- 
jects and to meet reasonable public demands to some extent. 1 think the 
Finance Minister for some ot his frank and straightforward statements 
while piesenting the budget. But 1 must at the same time tell him that 
his straightforwardness is not to be appreciated by those to please whom 
the most Nuluahle time and the best energy of the Cabinet under the able 
guidance ot the Hon* hie Chief Minister are being devoted. Lavish allot- 
ments of crores for institutions wherein the advocates of one nation theory 
ami Akhnnd Bharat are ruling and which in name are open to Muslims 
have not satisfied them and on the contrary a few drops for the educational 
uplift of Muslims who are admittedly backward and to mitigate some of 
the long-felt grievances, have become their eyesore. Allotment for the 
extension of the Tslamia College And the old scheme of Madrasas has been 
the subject of bitter criticism, bqt those critics do not utter a single word 
about the allotment of about 2 lakhs for Europeans and Anglo-Indians at 
Kurseong under the “Improvement and extension of building”. God only 
knows when this mentality will be changed. Mr. Mazumdar in the con- 
cluding lines of his speech instructed the Muslims to shape their own 
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destiny by establishing a capital at Dacca. This reminds us of the Bengii 
partition days more than 40 years back. Unfortunately not only yor 
Mr. Mammdar but many Hindu friends including the roaring tiger ol 
Hindu Mahasabha realises after a long time the necessity of partition which 
was a settled fact unsettled by you and some of your predecessors. Tin 
contention of my friends of the Opposition that it is a communal budget 
for the benefit of the Muslim community alone to be passed by a brute 
majority because of a small provision for some Muslim institutions is as 
good as calling a long-bearded or fowl-eating Hindu a true Muslim. 1 
would rather advise my friends to go deep into the budget ami 1 am sure 
they will be disillusioned. I am grateful to the Leader of the Opjmsilion 
who, however, owing to his large-heartedness does not subscribe to that 
view. 

As my honourable friend Mr. Mur Ahmed, a \er\ old member of this 
House, has \*ry rightly remarked that the discussion of the budget on the 
floor of this House is nothing more than academic, 1 will not take much 
of the time of this House by elaborate discussion on different heads of the 
proposed expenditure, and m doing so, I am under the painful necessity 1o 
submit that almost the whole of the budget pro\ ision has been earmarked 
for works of public utility in West Bengal and m the surroundings ot 
Calcutta. T am sorry that the ITon'ble Finance Minister who hails from 
North Bengal w r as not even the least inspired by a bit of local patriotism- 
patriotism in the sense of impartial treatment seems to be wanting. Over 
and above the lavish provisions in the budget for irrigation projects in West 
Bengal, all attention of the Government appears to have been centred 
round Calcutta for improvement of industry ami agriculture. I fail to 
understand the logic behind if East and North Bengal with their dumb 
and unlettered millions ha\e been anxiously looking forward for praefieal 
schemes to be worked out in their hands for their eeomunie uplift and 
advancement. But, unfortunately they have been totally disappointed. 
Even under head “Medical and public health” gross injustice has been done 
to East and North Bengal. The Campbell Medical School will he raised to 
the standard of a medical college — a new medical college will be started 
near the lake area at enormous costs, but no such scheme is in contempla- 
tion in the above tw*o parts ot Bengal except addition of several hundred 
beds in the Dacca Medical College. The district of Mymensingh— the 
biggest, district in the province inhabited by a population of more than f»0 
lakhs — has been running a small medical school with great difficulty. In 
spite of representations, nut a farlhing has been provided in the budget lor 
its improvement.- The S. K. Hospital in the headquarters of the district 
can scarcely meet the large demands of the public. Innumerable patients 
are lieing refused admission even day owing to tin* limited number of seats. 
An addition of at least 2(10 beds by an extension of the hospital building is 
an urgent necessity. The Mymensingh municipality owing to its limited 
resources can. scarcely meet both ends with the result that the roads and 
drains have been turned into nuisance. The drainage scheme sanctioned 
by Government should he financed at once to he worked out in the interest 
<>t public health. The A. G. Hospitals started in different parts of Bengal 
are doing excellent works. But the system of housing is so had and the 
supply of drugs and medicine so inadequate that medical officers cannot 
irive medical aid to the public according to necessity and demand. A better 
housing scheme should be drawn up; the number of beds should he 
increased and substantial money provided for supply of medicine, etc. Tn 
the interest of rural Bengal all the A. G. Hospitals should be made perrrm- 
nen L The Finance Minister who is in charge of Local Self-Government 
and Medical Department ought to have thought it prudent to establish one 
of the T. B. hospitals either in East Bengal or in North Bengal. 

The provision for seed store at each thaua headquarters to the extent 
of 18 lakhs has been appreciated by many of us. But according to many 
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of us the Department of Agriculture is a failure for all practical purposes. 
We have not yet been enlightened as to what effective result was produced 
by the allotment of 41 lakhs for establishment of seed multiplication and 
jute multiplication farms in the last year’s budget. There is a proposal 
for broadcasting of 45 lakhs for research-cum-breeding station at Harin- 
ghata and Hi Lakhs for establishment of 4 livestock breeding farms and 
stud bulls. I doubt very much whether these projects will ever materialise. 
In this way lakhs and crores have been wasted after experiments. But 
ala* the Department of Agriculture has remained the self-same theoretical 
department. Experts from Europe and America have devoured much of 
Bengal’s fortune with no net result. The Department of Agriculture is now 
dominated by officers indented from the Punjab. It is said that the Punjab 
has made considerable progress in agriculture. But may I know what 
agricultural training these officers did undergo before they were taken to 
this department? Is it a fact that in the name of improvement of agricul- 
ture even kodalis and bailees which are available in large quantity in 
Bengal are being indented from the Punjab? One word about seeds. Let 
us hope that seeds will be multiplied by the multiplication farms, but let 
not our misfortune be multiplied along with that. Sir, I know of instances 
where seeds of aman paddy supplied to farms by the contractors turned out 
to be aush and mustard seeds supplied were too old with the result that 
they never germinated. But in spite of complaints the lucky contractor 
did not suffer in the least. Two lakhs 97 thousands provided for construc- 
tion of buildings in connection with poultry schemes, I am afraid, will not 
be a good investment. 

Now about industry, no scheme or project has been presented to us for 
spread of cottage industry. It appears from the budget that attempts will 
be made to overindustrialise the surroundings of Calcutta. The extension 
of electric power up to Burdwan will also help the growth of industry on 
the two sides of the line in West Bengal. 1 do not know what prevented 
the Government to introduce a similar scheme in North and East Bengal. 
So in a word the fate of East Bengal and North Bengal is sealed, so far as 
industrial improvement is concerned. 

The Civil Supplies Department is another cause of anxiety to the public. 
Fortunately or unfortunately one amongst us is holding the portfolio. We 
are tired of hearing about maladministration and corrupt practices iu that 
department. 1 do not think the Hon’ble Minister has succeeded in running 
the administration with a strong hand. We are disappointed to hear that X 
is still ruling and Y is bossing even though he is said to be at, the helm of 
affairs. The provision for 400 Jeeps and 4 speedy light planes in the last 
year’s budget gave us the hope that the Ministers and the high officials will 
have extensive tours all over the province and thereby mitigate public 
sufferings. But here too we are disappointed. In the present budget one 
lakh 70 thousands ' have been provided for Parliamentary Secretaries in 
place of 93 thousand of the previous year and in place of 4 lakhs there is 
an allotment of about 7 lakhs for Ministers. Let us hope that things will 
improve to a great extent in future. If the honourable Ministers sincerely 
want our co-operation, then we as party members will certainly lend it, nay, 
l am sure, even members of the Opposition will not deprive them of the 
same if they really mean business and not mere show. 

The absence of any provision in the budget for compulsory primary 
education and to give effect to the proposed Secondary Education Bill, if 
passed into law, has caused apprehensions in the minds of many. Many 
bright hopes were held out to the public at the time of the last election 
about these two measures of legislation and the abolition of Permanent 
Settlement, but it appears that all these three measures are going to be 
shelved for an indefinite period. We demand a definite statement in this 
connection from the Ministers holding the respective portfolios dn the floor 
of this House al% very early date. 
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Before I resume my seat, Sir, I must say that I am really sorry to remark 
that honourable Ministers holding the different portfolios might have been 
present in the Chamber at the time of the discussion of the budget by this 
House, We consider their presence to be a privilege which the honourable 
Ministers should not think of denying to us. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think I should call upon any other member 
to speak today. But what about the date to which the Mouse should be 
adjourned ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, it has already been agreed 
upon that there should be no sitting of this House on the 3rd and 4th March. 
The House can, therefore, be adjourned till the 10th March, when we cun 
get through the Ordinance Bill and on the 11th and 12th we may resume 
the general discussion of the budget. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I would rather suggest that we should not fix the 
1 1th and 12th March at this ^stage tor the discussion’ of the budget, because 
it would not be wise to anticipate what lime would be taken by the Ordin- 
ance Bill. It would be better to wait and see. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI; All right, Sir, us you suggest 
1 have no objection. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Besides, one day may not he sufficient for the Bill. 

Mr, KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Yes, one day may not be sufficient. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI; Then the discussion of the budget 
may be resumed after the disposal oi the Ordinance Bill. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Yes, 1 think that would be more convenient. We 
can icsunie the budget discussion alter the Ordinance Bill is finished. The 
liou.se, thereiore, stands adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Monday, the 10th 
March. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Monday, the I Oth March, 
11147. 
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Members ibiifit* 

Tie following member* were absent from the meeting lield on the 28th 

February, 1947 : — 

(1) Mr. L. i\ 8. Bourne, 

( 2 ) Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury, 

(d) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria, 

(4) Alhadj Klian Bahadur Shaikh Md. Jan, 

(■*>) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(0) Mr. Syed Abdul Mazid, 

(7) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(8) Dr. Kuril ud Sankar Hoy, 

(9) Mr. Bit* wanuth Roy, and 

(10) Mr. Haji Md. Yusuf. 





*’• BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Seseion, 1947— No. 14. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 10th March, 1947, at 2-15 p.m., being the 
fourteenth day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 62(<£)(a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Hoy, k.'c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 

Obituary References. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! Order, order. Honourable members of the Council, 
it is the melancholy duty of the Chair to refer to the demise of Sir Francis 
Stanelv Jackson, an ^-Governor of Bengal. This sad incident took place 
in London on the 9th of March. He was a prominent cricketeer, a great 
sportsman and was long associated with the Marylebone Cricket Club. He 
was for some time the Chief Whip of the Conservative Party and also , 
Financial Secretary to the War Otiice between 1922 and 1923. He was the 
Governor of Bengal from 1927 to 1932. He was universally popular and 
respected by Europeans and Indians ulike. We deeply mourn his loss. 

Rai Bahadur Jogendra Chandra Ghosh died in Calcutta ut the ripe age 
of 87 on the 3rd March. He was an advocate of the High Court and a 
fellow of the Calcutta University for a long time. He was an educationist 
and took considerable interest in promoting the Association known as the 
Scientific and Industrial Association for Indians Abroad of which he was 
the Founder Secretary. We deeply mourn his loss. 

May their souls rest in peace. 

I would now request honourable members to rise in their places as a 
mark of respect to the departed souls. 

(After the members have risen in their places.) 

Thank you. Now with the permission of the House I would convey the 
sympathy of the Legislative Council to the members of the bereaved 
families. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Recommendations of the Bhore Committee. 


M 64. Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA (on behalf of 
4*r. Birendra Kish ore Roy Chowdhury): Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Department of Health and Local Self-Government be pleased 
to state — 


(o) if the attention of the Government of Bengal has been drawn to the 
recommendations of the Committee of Public Health, popularly 
known as the Bhore Committee; and 
(b) if go, what steps the Government of Bengal sure contemplating to 
implement these recommendations? 


MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of HEALTH and LOCAL 
ULF«COVEflNMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed All): (a) Yes. 

Development Schemes undertaken by the Public Health and 
Medical Brancbet of Health and Local Self-Government Department 
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implement some of the more important short-term recommendations of the 
Bhore Committee. Schemes 187 and 191, for instance, wjb in accord with 
the short-term recommendations of the Committee with regard to water- 
supply. Schemes 185 and 189 implement some of the recommendations with 
regard to Leprosy and Tuberculosis respectively, while Scheme 188 deals 
with malaria control as envisaged in the Bhore Report. In addition, it is 
proposed to implement the main recommendations of the Committee in two 
selected areas, Polba in district Hooghly and Kaliganj in district Dacca as 
pilot experiments and to await the results of these experiments before finally 
accepting all the recommendations for the Province as a whole. 


Educational Plan for five years. 

66. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether there is a 
6-year Educational Plan drawn up by Government for developing general 
and technical education in Bengal? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to give us in short an outline of 
that plan? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to give us also an approximate 
estimate of the costs therefor? 

(d) Is it a fact that there is the dearth of educational, general and 
technical experts to carry out that scheme P How will Government meet this 
difficulty ? 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): (a) Yes. 

(b) and (c) Individual items of the plan are now being examined by the 
Development Department and after they are approved and sanctioned by 
India Government, the whole plan will be published. 

(d) Yes, but an endeavour is being made to get trained staff either by 
recruitment from abroad or by sending students for advanced studies in 
foreign countries. 

Mr. SIREN ROY: Arising out of the reply to (d), is there any 
oommittee to select such students who are sent abroad? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Yes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: How many years will it take to bring 
the trained students back to Bengal to undertake the wbrk? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: They are 
generally sent for two years’ training. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: What is the personnel of the committee? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Some of 
them are being selected by the Public Service Commission and some are 
being selected by ad hoc committees set up for the purpose. The personnel 
differs from year to year. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: In ( c ), the reply says, “Individual 
items of the plan are now being examined by the Development Department 
and after they are approved and sanctioned by India Government, the whole 
plan will be published”. May I request the Hon’ble Minister to publish 
the scheme as soon as the examination is over so that the public may offer 
healthy criticisms before they are sent out to Delhi? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is a suggestion and not a question. 
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TIM Hen’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Unless and 
until the plan is finally examined by the Government of India we do not 
propose to publish it. 

Khan Bahadur CHYASHUDDIN PATHAN: Arising out of ( b ), how 

long has it been under examination by the Development Department and 
what time it will take to finish the examination? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: They are 
examining item by item and they have taken six months and it is expected 
that they will take six months more to finish the examination. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if communal ratio is being observed in selecting the candidates? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Yes, we 
insist on communal ratio being observed. 

The post of the Director of Public Instruction, Bengal. 

66. Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA (on behalf of 
Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury): (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state who is the 
permanent incumbent of the post of Director of Public Instruction, Bengal? 

(b) Who is officiating in hi9 place at present? 

(r) When is the retirement of the officiating incumbent due? 

(d) What arrangements have been made for filling the post of Director of 
Public Instruction when the officiating incumbent retires? 

(e) Is it a fact that the present officiating incumbent was chosen in 
supersession of senior officers in the department ? 

(/) Will the Government give an assurance that no such supersession will 
take place when the post is filled after the retirement of the present officiating 
incumbent? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: (a) Mr. A. K. 

Chanda. 

(b) I)r. Snehamov Dutta. 

(c) I)r. Dutta will reach the age of superannuation in October, 1949. 

(d) No arrangements are at present necessary. 

(c) There has been no supersession of any officer. 

(/) Government will take into consideration the claims of all officers. 

Behari refugees accommodated by the Bengal Government 

67. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Department of Co-operation, Credit and Relief be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that over 18,000 Behari refugees have been accora- 
ipodated by the Bengal Government in 8 camps opened in Asansol 
subdivision ? 

(b) Is it a fact that for all these camps the Bengal Government have 
appointed 8 Superintendents, 12 Assistant Superintendents, about 60 clerks 
and general assistants and about 60 metkars and menials? If not, what are 
the accurate figures in respect of these officers and staff? What is the total 
cost for this staff? 

(c) Of the officers, clerks and assistants, is it a fact that in appointing 
them. Communal Ratio Rules have not been observed and that all are 
Muslims? If so, why? Will Government consider the desirability of 
repatriating these refugees at an early date? If not, why not? 
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MINISTER ill obarge of th* DEPARTMENT of CO-OPERATION, 
OREOIT and RELIEF (the Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. Abdur Rahman): (a) 

Yes. 

(i b ) No. 

The accurate figures are 8 Superintendents, 17 Assistant Superintendents, 
18 clerks, 32 sweepers and 132 servants. Rs.24,277 per mensem. 

( c ) Yes. It has been found essential that for the smooth running of the 
camps they should be Muslims. Government will consider the desirability 
of repatriating those who are now willing to go back to their Province. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
how many months this amount 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Das, will you please speak up? I cannot 
follow you. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: My question is for how many months 
Government will spend Rs.24,277 per mensem to keep up the camp at 
Asansol? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
' k inform the House whether any Special Officer has been appointed to take 
charge of this camp? If so, what is his name? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: There is no Special 
Officer for this camp, but there is a Special Officer for the Bihar refugees. 
His name is Mr. Ali Ashgar, i.c.s. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
what apprehensions were working in the minds of Government in not 
observing the communal ratio rules in the appointment of the staff of the 
camp— why are they all Muslims? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: We have found it 
expedient by experience that for the Muslim Relief Camps there should be 
Muslim officers and for the Hindu Relief Camps there should be Hindu 
officers and that is the reason why in this case all the staff are Muslims. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Question No. 08. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: May I request you, Sir, to 
kindly hold this question over? 

» Mr, PRE8IDENT: Yes. Question No. G8 is held over. Questions 
over. 

The Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let us now take up the Bengal Ordinances Tempo- 
rary Enactment Bill, 1047. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: I rise on a point of order, Sir. In th# 
Order Paper for today the Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 
1947 (as passed by the Assembly) is shown after Questions and Answers. 
I submit, Sir, that this violates rule 23 of the Bengal Legislative Council 
Procedure Rules and that rule savs, “All business appointed for any day 
and not disposed of on that day snail stand over until the next day of the 
session available for business of tjjte class to which it belongs”. Sir, on the 
last sitting dav we had our disoussion on the General Budget and that had 
not been ended. It is to continue still. So I submit, Sir, that under rule 
28 we are entitled to have budget discussion^ today, I mean general discus- 
sion on the budget and before that general discussion on the oudget is over 
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Th. Hofl’bk) Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDYI May I say a word, SirP 
The rule is quite clear, I mean rule 23. It says that all business appointed 
for any day and not disposed of on that day shall stand over until the next 
day. That means that such business is to be carried over to the next day, 
but the rule does not say that such business shall be placed first on the 
Order Paper of the next day. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: I have also looked up the rule. It is 
clear.* But it does not say what the Hon’ble Minister has said. It id 
commonsense that a business not disposed of on a previous day should be 
taken up first on the next available day and disposed of and then only other 
business can come in. Not only has no priority been given for the general 
discussion of the budget as the first item after the question hour, but also 
there is absolutely no mention whatsoever in the agenda that there would 
be budget discussion today although the discussion of the budget still 
remains incomplete. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The point is this, Mr. Das. You know that dates 
for the discussion of the budget are fixed by the Governor under the Bengal 
Legislative Council (Governor’s Rules). Such dates are not governed by 
the rules you refer to. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: But we have the Bengal Legislative' 
Council Procedure Rules so far as conducting business in this House is 
concerned. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There are two .sets of rules. One is the one you 
refer to and the other is the Governor’s Rules and the Governor’s Rules 
have precedence over other rules and the Governor fixes the dates for the 
discussion of the budget. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: {’an discussion of the Supplementary 
Budget Grants take place before general discussion of the budget is overP 

Mr. PRESIDENT:: That question does not arise; that is not the point 
raised by Mr. Das. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: On a point of order, Sir. The last Bill 
that this House was discussing before the House reassembled today after 
the adjournment was the Calcutta Rent Bill. We have not finished dis-* 
cussion on that Bill and yet we do not find that Bill as the first item in 
today’s agenda after the question hour is over of course and some other 
Bill is shown which is rather curious and is not permissible under rule 23 
of the Council Procedure Rules. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May I refer you to rule 20(7) of our Rules which 
says, “At times when Government business has precedence, the Governor 
may arrange that business in such order us he thinks fit’’. So the 
Governor has got the right to prepare the Order Paper in any manner he 
likes. He can change it also. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: I do not question the powers of the 
Governor, Sir. What I say is that under our rules a business not disposed 
of on a previous day should have precedence over other business on the 
following day. I was referring to the Calcutta Rent Bill which has not 
been shown in today’s Order Paper as the first item for discussion as the 
discussion on that Bill is not yet over. A partly discussed Bill should have 
precedence over*new Bills. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. This Bill which is shown in today’s Order Paper 
is Government business and the Governor can vary the Order Paper direct- 
ing which Government business should be taken up first. Please look up 
rule 20(7) where it is clearly laid down what the Governor can do. That 
is the position, Mr. Nahar. * 
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The Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I beg to move that the 

Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947, as passed by the 
Assembly, be taken into consideration. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I rise on a point of order. My 
first point in this point of order is that what is being attempted to be done 
is not a Bill as we understand it, containing provisions to which we are 
entitled to submit amendments, but the Ministry is arrogating to itself 
powers and rights which are not given to it under the Government of* India 
Act, 1935. Practically, Sir, if you look to this Bill, it is really an 
Ordinance and not a Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT* Mr. Das, will you please allow the Hon’ble Minister 
to move his motion first? A point of order can arise only out of a matter 
which is before the House. So, please let him move the motion first and 
then you can raise your point of order. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8; Sir, he has already moved it. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: No, he had not finished when you interrupted. Go 
on, Mr. Suhrawardy. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, several Ordinances 
t which had been passed under the Defence of India Rules by the Govern- 
ment of India and thereafter adopted by this Government lapsed about the 
30th of September, 1940. These Ordinances touched the jurisdiction of 
Provincial Governments and consequently they lapsed six months after the 
expiry of the Defence of India Rules. We had therefore the alternative of 
either allowing the Ordinances to lapse altogether and wait for the Legis- 
lature to assemble before we could place them before it in the form of a 
Bill or Bills or to enact the Ordinances ourselves. Some of the matters 
affected by the Ordinances were matters of such seriousness that if anv time 
had been allowed to elapse between the lapsing of the Ordinances and their 
enactment into Acts the whole scheme of distribution would have been 
thrown into confusion. Also, we had passed through very difficult times, 
as everybody is aware, in Calcutta and in other parts of the province and 
it was necessary that Government should take in their hands certain powers 
foi the purpose of preserving peace and quelling disorder and lawlessness. 
For these two purposes the Ordinances were promulgated by the Govern- 
ment. I wish to assure the House that Government have no desire whatso- 
ever to govern through the medium of Ordinances, but the situation happened 
to he so critical and was so extraordinary that we had no alternative but 
to promulgate those Ordinances. As the House is aware, these Ordinances 
will lapse within six weeks of the sitting of the Legislature and 
hence tnese Ordinances will lapse on the 17th March. Now, in order that 
the provisions of these Ordinances should form part of an Act, it became 
necessary that we should enact these provisions in the form of an Act of 
the Legislature. 

Now, Sir, if we had taken each of these Ordinances separately and' 
introduced them as separate Bills then we know, and the House knows, that 
the legislation procedure is so dilatory that we could not have got through 
a single Bill by the time these Ordinances lapsed, namely, by the 17th 
March, 1947. Consequently it has been considered not only desirable but 
imperative that the provisions of these various Ordinances should be enacted 
by reference and in one compendious Act. The Ordinances have all been 
collected in a schedule. These Ordinances are not being enacted and we 
are not continuing the Ordinances. What we are doing is that we are 
enacting the provisions of these Ordinances by reference. That is the 
procedure which has been observed in the House of Commons when it has 
been considered necessary to put through several measures in one compen- 
dious Act and where time has not been available to get through individual 
Acta. In this House too this practioe has been resorted to on two definite 
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occasions when the provisions of several Ordinances have been enacted by 
reference in the manner in which we are proposing now. So this is nothing 
new and I am sure that the House will appreciate the necessity of putting 
through these Ordinances before the 17th March and will support us in the 
measures placed before the House. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Ordinances Tempo- 
rary Enactment Bill, 1947, as passed by the Assembly, be taken into 
consideration. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of order, Sir. The Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1935, provide for Ordinances by sections 88 and 89. By 
section j 88 the Governor can promulgate Ordinances during recess of the 
Legislature and by section 89 the Governor can promulgate Ordinances at 
any time in respect of certain subjects. But what the present Ministry 
attempts to do is to enact the Ordinances thereby usurping the power of 
the Governor. The Bill is named the Bengal Ordinances Temporary 
Enactment Bill, 1947, a Bill for the purposes of enacting the Bengal 
Ordinances. Really if you will kindly look to the Bill itself us presented 
before the House, you will find that the whole thing is contained in its 
schedule. The schedule makes reference to 10 different Ordinances, namely 
the Bengal Civic Guards and Collective Fines Continuance Ordinance, tin 
Molasses Control Ordinances, the Bengal Drug Control Continunnci 
Ordinance, and so on and so forth. They have only mentioned th< 
Ordinances. In fact, had this been a Bill there would have been 10 different 
Bills containing provisions of all these Ordinances and then the members 
w r ould have been called upon to submit their amendments in respect of each 
of those Bills. Instead of that they have practically usurped the power of 
the Governor and have taken upon themselves the power of enacting the 
Ordinances 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your point Mr. Das ? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: My point is that the Ministry have no 
power to promulgate an Ordinance. They are not enacting any law. A 
Bill containing provisions of these Ordinances should have been framed and 
then it should have been put before the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you say that the Government are promulgating 
Ordinances? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes, Sir. I will give another instance. 
Take for instance 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, may I draw the atten- 
tion of the honourable member to the second paragraph of the Bill 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I am not giving way. (The Hon’ble 
Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy: I know that.) Now, Sir, take the case of the 
Calcutta Rent Ordinance. Supposing today or tomorrow the Chief Minister 
succeeds in passing this Bill into Act then what would be the effect of this 
Ordinance Bill upon the Calcutta Rent Bill, 1947. As a matter of fact wo 
are in seizin of that Rent Control Bill. That Bill was referred to a Select 
Committee, the Select Committee has already submitted its report and we 
are now considering the different provisions of the Bill. There are only a 
few sections left — — - 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your point of order? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: My point of order is this that this 
Bill is not to be an Act of the Legislature in the sense we understand, it is 
really promulgating Ordinances. The Government is really usurping upon 
themselves powers which are^not given to them by law. Ten different 
Bills should have been put separately with their provisions so that we could 
submit our amendments. This i^ the usual practice. 




Mr. PRESIDENTS Mr. Das, I think I have followed your point. You 
object to these Ordinances being enacted into law in one Bill That is your 
first point and the next point is that you have not the opportunity of putting 
in amendments to the clauses of the Ordinances. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAE: No, Sir, my point is that in the guise 
of a Bill they are really promulgating Ordinances. In the usual course a 
whole month would have been necessary to enact these Ordinances. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: In any case, these Ordinances have now come before 
the House in the form of a Bill. The Bill has been passed by the other 
House. I may draw your attention to the Preamble of the Bill. “Where- 
as the Ordinances specified in the schedule which have been promulgated 
by the Governor of Bengal under section 88 of the Government of India 
Act, 193o, are, by virtue of clause (a) of sub-section (2) of that section, 
(temporary in their duration; 

And whereas it is expedient to provide for the temporary enactment as 
in this Act mentioned of the provisions contained in those Ordinances.” 

So, this Bill is really to enact those Ordinances, to put them on the 
Statute Book as ordinary Acts. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H« 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, Sir, enacting those 
provisions of the Ordinances through the medium of reference. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, may I draw your attention to the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons of this Bill? I draw your attention to 
the last sentence of it. “This Bill has, therefore, been drafted with the 
object of temporarily enacting the provisions of the said Ordinances so as 
to afford sufficient time for the separate consideration and enactment in 
extenso of the provisions of each of the said Ordinances. Bills for the lattei 
purpose are separately being introduced. Bills for the latter purpose are 
separately being introduced in the Provincial Legislature.” Sir, mark the 
words “separate consideration and enactment in extcnsa" 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. But the Statement of Objects and Reasons is not 
before the House. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: That is a part of the Bill, Sir. So 
what the Government are doing is nothing but promulgating Ordinances 
through the medium of this House which is to do legislative business in 
proper manner. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. It has come before the House in the 
form of a Bill already accepted by the other House. So I do not think we 
can refer to the Objects and Reasons. The Objects and Reasons were meant 
for the other House. Here it is in the form of the Bill as passed by the 
Assembly. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Whatever has been done in the other 
House, even if they have passed it, never mind, I think we are entitled to 
raise points of order where necessary and to show in this case how the Bill 
is really not. a law draft of proposed law but merely Ordinance. Although 
the Assembly have passed it, I think I am wdthin my rights to point out 
here what they are attempting to do which merely is the promulgation of 
Ordinances and not enacting any law. This Statement of Objects and 
Reasons, although meant for the Assembly, has been circulated to us along 
with the Bill. So I can refer to it and to point out what is at the back of 
the Ministry's mind. They are only biding time. They say in the State- 
ment of Objects and Reasons, This Bill has, therefore, been drafted with 
the object of temporarily enacting the provisions of the said Ordinances so 
as to afford Sufficient time for the separate consideration and enactment in 
ottenso of the provisions of each of the said Ordinances. Bills for the latter 
purpose are separately being introduced in the Provincial Legislature.” 
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Sir t the Ordinances already promulgated by the Government are being put 
through this Legislature hurriedly so as to give the oolour to it that it is 
an Act of the Legislature. I again say that it is nothing but promulgating 
Ordinances. Promulgation of Ordinances can very well be done by the 
Governor under section 89 of the Government of India Act. This is one 
thing, Sir, which I would like you to consider. Another point which I 
would like you to consider. Sir, very seriously is what would be the posi- 
tion, if this Bill is passed, of the Calcutta Rent Bill which is before the 
House in an incomplete stage. This Bill now before the House has in its 
schedule The Calcutta Rent Ordinance, 194G. If this Calcutta Rent 
Ordinance, 194G, shown as one of the many Ordinances in the schedule, 
becomes an Act then 1 want to know what would be the position of the 
Calcutta Rent Bill. The House was in seizin of that Bill the other day. 
We have already gone through some portions of it. So what is the point 
in bringing all the Governor’s Ordinances including the Calcutta Rent 
Ordinance, 194G, under one Bill and having them enacted into law in the 
same form? This House must go through the Ordinances one by one in the 
form of different Bills containing their provisions and transact legislative 
business in the proper manner as is done in other cases. The Government 
cannot promulgate Ordinances through the Legislature. As such they 
should not be allowed to proceed with this Bill as there is no power conferred 
on them under the Government of India Act to promulgate Ordinances. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am sorry I cannot agree with you, Mr. Das. 
What I feel is this that the Government are within their rights in moving 
this Bill. That it has precedence over a Bill which is still incomplete, of 
course that is a fact. The matter is not free from doubt. It is a matter 
of considerable complexity. But following the usual convention of this 
House, when there are doubts and it is not clearly a case of a measure 
being ultra nrrs of the Legislature we have allowed the mutter to be 
considered by the House and f have to do so accordingly. If its validity is 
questioned that can be done only in a court of law. As regards the point 
raised by you with reference to the Calcutta Rent Bill, I may say that this 
Bill has to be passed by this House, then by the other House, then it must 
seek the Governor’s assent, may be the Governor-General's assent too, 
before it becomes an Act. This will all take much time, and if this Bill 
is passed by the House, the Calcutta Rent Ordinance, 194(1, contained in it, 
will be kept alive till such time as is required, at least till such time as the 
Calcutta Rent Act. comes into force when this Ordinance will be repealed. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: On a point of order, Sir. We cannot 
entertain this Bill, Sir, because we are already considering another Bill 
which is a part of this Bill, namely, the Calcutta Rent Bill. Can we 
consider two Bills on the same subject at the same time in two different 
form 8? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: We are not considering two Calcutta Rent Bills. 
The Bill before the House is The Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment 
Bill, 1947. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY. There are precedents. We 
have passed or rather considered as many as 10 Bills amending the Bengal 
Tenancy Act at one and the same time. You can consider that. The way 
we want or intend to proceed is this: that the Rent Bill which this House 
is considering and which we do rot know when it will be enacted into law, 
because the mere consideration by this Hosse and passing by this House 
does not turn *any Bill into an Act until it has been passed bv the Lower 
House as well, we intend to put in a provision in the Bill repealing such 
provisions in the Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, so the 
provision of the Rent Control Ordinance will automatically disappear as 
soon as this Rent Bill is passed into law. There cannot be at any time two 
conflicting statutes on the Statute Book. 
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Mr. LALfT CHANDRA DA8: How will the Rent Ordinance automati- 
cally disappear, as it will be part of the new Bill that we are asked to 
consider ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT! As the Hon’ble Minister said just now, the Rent 
Act under this Bill will be repealed by a later Act, and the Ministry propose 
to put in a section in the Bill in the other House to that effect. 

Mr. BIJOY 8INCH NAHAR! May I say one word on this point of 
order ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT! But you must finish it quickly. 

Mr. BIJOY 8INCH NAHAR. What Mr. Suhrawardy has said practi- 
cally supports my view point. He has said two Bills of the same nature 
are being considered in the same House and he does not know what time 
will be taken to pass the Rent Bill into law and so he wants the same Bill, 
[the same thing, to be considered 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Well, it may not be the same thing. Take for 
instance one concrete case. Suppose that three or four Bills are introduced 
by different non-official members in this House and they may all aim at 
amending the Bengal Tenancy Act; so that all those Bills are before the 
House simultaneously. So long as the provisions of one Bill do not conflict 
with the provisions of another, 1 think there is no difficulty. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: But, Sir, in that case, namely, in the 
case of the Bengal Tenancy Amendment Bills, a number of them coming 
up and being passed, they relate to different sections of the main Act. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: M ay or may not relate to different sections; may 
also relate to the same sections. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: But the whole of the Calcutta Rent 
Ordinance is going to be enacted into an Act and there will also be the 
same Act under this Ordinance Enactment Bill, the latter, however, lasting 
only six months. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But Mr. Das, what makes you assume that that 
Dill which will emerge from this House and the other House and will 
ultimately receive the assent of the Governor or of the Governor-General 
will he exactly the same as the one now before the House? In this view, 
I am not prepared to discuss your point of order further. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: M ay I rise on another point of order? 
Sir, so far as I can see, it is not a Bill ; in a Bill we are entitled to propose 
amendments, hut in the case of this Bill we are not entitled to do so, 
because the whole thing is not before the House. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I have considered that point also. You Tvould 
have been perfectly justified in putting in amendments to the clauses of 
this Bill provided that you had also at the same time put in amendments 
for modifying the Preamble and the Title of the Bill. But I have received 
no such amendment. 

Mr. BIJOY 8INCH NAHAR: But we thought that we were not 
entitled to do so. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: No question of your thinking in that way; if you 
make a mistake, I cannot rectffy it. It was open to you to put in amend- 
ments for modifying the Title" and the Preamble of the Bill and you could 
also put in amendments for amending provisions of those Ordinances 

Mr. BIJOY 8INCH NAHAR: Our difficulty was that the whole of the 
Ordinances was not before the House. 
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Mr« PRESIDENTS They were published in ihe Gazette. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Yes, Sir, ttey were published in the 
Gazette in the form in which they would only have the force of the previous 
Ordinance of the Government of India and in fact the Government of India 
Ordinances are not before us. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In any case these Ordinances were published in the 
Gazette at one time, so you should not say that they were not before the 
public 

Mr. BUOY 8INGH NAHAR: But, Sir, those Ordinances are the 
Government of India Ordinances 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Nahar, I do not think there is anything in your 
point of order. 

Now, is there any objection to taking up the Bill for consideration? 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Yes, Sir, I oppose the consideration of 
the Bill. From the Statement of Objects and Reasons of the Bill it appears 
that Government still think that it is necessary to have all these Ordinances 
which have been incorporated in the schedule. It has been pointed that 
the circumstances necessitate the promulgation of such Ordinances us aje 
specified in the schedule to this Bill continue to exist 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is one thing I would ask. I would ask the 
movers of the amendments to move their amendments first regarding 
consideration of the Bill. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, we are opposing the consideration 
of the Bill and if we succeed then the question of amendments will not arise 
at all 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ultimately the motion that the Bill be taken into 
consideration will have to be put to vote. But when the substantive motion 
has been moved the amendments will follow and if any amendment is carried 
the motion will be put in an amended form, otherwise the original motion 
will be put to the vote. That is the proper procedure. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I do not understand how 
after all these years of parliamentary experience these gentlemen speak like 
that. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I think the main motion for 
consideration should be taken up first 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is never the practice. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: But, Sir, unless the consideration 
motion 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Mr. Nahar, will you just try to understand what T 
aay? When the substantive motion is moved it is always the practice to 
move amendments, if any, on the substantive motion. Then tlie amend- 
ments are put to the vote first and if the amendments are defeated then the 
original motion is put to the vote and then the House has the right to accept 
or reject it. But if all or any of the amendments are accepted the original 
motion, as amended, is put to vote and then the House has a right to accept 
or reject the motion as amended. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: With regard to practice, the general 
practice is to take up the consideration motion fifst and then go on with 
the amendments. But such occasion very rarely arises. So we oppose the 
consideration of the Bill and if we fail then the amendments will come aud 
it is our privilege to rise up and say that we oppose the consideration of the 
Bill. II we succeed then there jwill be no question of amendments, either 
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in select committee motion or circulation motion. When the main proposi- 
tion is before the House $at this Bill is to be considered, we have got a 
right and privilege 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Would you please look to rule 52 which says that 
the circulation motion or reference to select committee motion can be moved 
when the motion that the Bill be taken into consideration is moved and at 
no other time? 

Mr. ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMUD: Sir, Mr. Das had already raised a 
point of order regarding the 10 Ordinances which are going to be enacted. 
His objection was to the introduction of these Orsinances. You have already 
given your ruling on that. Can lie now refer to it again 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That is not a point order. Either he moves his 
amendment and he speaks on the motion itself or votes against the original 
motion. Mr. Das, will you move your amendment or you will not move it? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: I will move it. Sir I beg to move that 
the Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 11)47 (as passed by the 
Assembly) he circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 
30th June, 1947. My submission is that the Chief Minister in one of his 
arguments said that he was struggling against time as the Ordinances were 
going to expire very soon. He was suggesting that he would come later 
on with the different Bills embodying the provisions of the Ordinances and 
get them passed. Instead of adopting this dubious way of rushing this 
Bill through, which concerns us and in fact affects the rights and liberties 
of the people in various ways, I should think that the people should be given 
an opportunity of expressing their opinion on these Ordinances. The 
Government says that the provisions of the Ordinances are essential for the 
maintenance of peace and order and also for conducting the administration 
and that the Ordinances will expire on the 17th March. But, Sir, they 
could adopt a straightforward course and that would have been to request 
His Excellency to exercise his power under section 89 of the Government 
of India Act, 1935, to promulgate Ordinances which His Excellency can 
do at any time so that if the Ordinances are promulgated by His Excellency 
[then there will be no question of shortness of time. Sir, the Government 
can respect the wishes of the public by allowing the public to express their 
opinion on these Ordinances. They can cause them to be circulated and 
for the public express their opinion whether they have any objection to the 
enactment into law of these Ordinances. These Ordinances seriously affect 
the rights and privileges of the people of Bengal and so they should be 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 30th June, 
1947, and some time should be given and that time is not long. I have 
mentioned the time as the 30th June, 1947, within which time public opinion 
could be easily gathered. Among the Ordinances, the Bengal Special 
Powers Ordinance, 194G, is a very dangerous Ordinance. Under this the 
civic rights of the citizens are jeopardised; their liberty may be disturbed 
at every step and the people rendered absolutely without any means of 
redress against the arbitrary acts of the Government or their servants. 
The people can be detained ; they can he imprisoned ; sent outside the province 
at any time without any reason ; they may not be allowed to hold meetings 
in public or even in private places. I view this Ordinance with grave 
concern and I think this is a matter on which the public should be asked 
to express an opinion. I cannot understand why the provisions of the 
ordinary law are not sufficient for the purpose of carrying on the adminis- 
tration. The Government are 'already doing things that are contemplated 
to be done under the provisions of these Ordinances, under other laws. 
They are prohibiting the public in their attempts to hold meetings by using 
section 144, Criminal Procedure Code. In certain other places, they have 
shot down people, for example, the Hajangs of Mymensingh and in other 
places also, they are seeting on merrily with the exercise of the powers 
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under ordinary laws of the land. Sir, the people are very seriously affected 
by each and every one of these Ordinances. So# it is very important that 
these Ordinances, more especially the Bengal Special Powers Ordinance, 
1946, should be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public opinion. With 
these words I commend my motion for the acceptance of the House. 

Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Sir, I beg to move 
that the Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947, be circulated 
for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st March, 1947. My 
friend, Mr. Dass, has already advanced sound arguments in favour of 
circulating the Bill and he has already moved his amendment and mine is 
similar to that. The Chief Minister said that he does not wish to govern 
the province by Ordinances, but really he is doing the same thing by cring- 
ing forward this Bill embodying all the Governor's Ordinances. These 
Ordinances were promulgated to control the unruly elements in the country, 
but now I do not know whether these Ordinances will be directed against 
the innocent and law-abiding citizens. That is the reason why I wish that 
the public should give their opinion on these Ordinances, whether they are 
to continue or to end. I do not wish to delay the consideration of this Bill 
and so I have put the shortest date possible, namely, the 31st March, 1947, 
so that by that time we would have received public opinion. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Amendments moved — 

(1) That the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 

thereon by the 30th June, 1947, and 

(2) That the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 

thereon by the 31st March, 1947. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Sir, 1 rise to support the amendment# 
moved by my friends for circulation of the Bill. We find that this Bill 
has been meant to introduce into Bengal lawless laws and proposes to rule 
by Ordinances. What we find in this Ordinances Temporary Enactment 
Bill is a catalogue of certain Ordinances which were promulgated in 1946, 
although there are some Ordinances which were in existence in the same 
form even in 1942. But, Sir, that was an emergent period during the 
continuation of the war when British Imperialism wanted to suppress the 
national movement and so introduced certain Ordinances. But I do not 
see what reasons our Ministry has to have those Ordinances still continuing, 
specially in Bengal when we are on the verge of a great transition. Do 
you think it is a sample of the future Government that we are expected to 
have from the hands of the present Ministry or the ministerial party or ate 
we to take it that they want to rule Bengal not by laws or Acts which are 
to be considered by this House, but merely by Ordinances which are to he 
thrown or forced upon us according to their wish and pleasure ? In the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons of the Bill it has been mentioned that 
as the circumstances necessitating the promulgation of such of these 
Ordinances as are specified in the schedule to this Bill continue to exist and 
have not materially changed, it is necessary to enact the provisions of the 
Ordinances, etc., etc. May I ask, Sir, what are those circumstances accord- 
ing. to the Hon’ble Minister? Are those circumstances really prevailing 
today ? What are the circumstances necessitating the continued existence 
of the Bengal Special Powers Ordinance and the Civic Guards Ordinance 
today? Do the Government think that we should still continue to have 
the same type of civic guards or the same type of A.R.P, personnel or things 
like that in Calcutta or in other parts of Bengal? Do the Government 
think that theV require to have the same powers as they bad under those 
Ordinances? Under one of these Ordinances the Government can arrest 
any person whom they please at their sweet will and pleasure. Why do 
they want to retain such powers at the present moment? Do circumstances 
which necessitated their promulgation still continue today P I do not think 
ao and I also do not think there 4s any necessity to enact those Ordinances 
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into Acts of this legislature. Among such Ordinances is one called the 
Bengal Molasses Ordinances. This has been introduced to support the 
sugar industry, to support the capitalists. What is the present positionr 
We find that if we go to the villages or to any towns we do not get any 
sugar and why? It is because Government have suppressed the production 
and supply of sugar or of gur which is the primary right of the citizens. 
Government have debarred them and even taken away the right of the 
people to eat sugar and gur or even to produce them in their own homes, 
arid have thus created black-markets and profiteers out of these Ordinances. 
If these Ordinances were not there I am sure we could have got most of 
these things just like fountain pens which have now flooded the market, 
although there is a price control on it even now, and that they are being 
sold at much lower rates only because of their availability in larger numbers. 
So also is the case with medicines; many medicines are coming to Calcutta 
but are not released because Government themselves are supporting black- 
marketing and profiteering, all for the purpose of consolidating their party 
or for keeping their own party intact. If all these Ordinances under this 
Bill become law then I am sure people will curse you and not allow you to 
go on in this fashion or to rule by Ordinance. They want to be ruled bv 
their own representatives and not by your whims and pleasures. With 
these words I support the motion for circulation. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, in rising to support the circulation of the Bill 
I would mention several points. A few of these points have already been 
mentioned by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das and Mr. Nahar and which were 
practically supported by you although you subsequently ruled the point out 
of order. We have not before us the provisions of the Ordinances which 
are now to form part of this Bill. The names of the Ordinances are simply 
put down in a schedule which you want to rush through in a day’s time, 
Decause the Chief Minister knows that even if we oppose it, he will be able 
to carry it through with his brute majority. I think, Sir, these Ordinances 
should not be enacted when the war is over. We do not think that these 
are necessary any longer. Why then the Bill is being rushed through? 
Is it merely done to crush the movement of the people of Bengal to rise up 
to a man to demand of the Muslim League in Bengal either to join the Centre 
with a unified Indian Government or divide it into two sections, East and 
West, and also to further their petty interests? But the people as a whole 
cannot be cowed down and your Ordinances will be of no avail. In spite 
of your Ordinances, in spite of your control, there is black-marketing 
rampant in the province and there are all sorts of lawless activities and we 
all know that these cannot be overcome by merely promulgating Ordinances 
Then, Sir, the Ordinances are not before us. You have overruled the point 
of order of Mr. Das on the ground that they were published in the gazette 
and that we members of the Opposition have not had the opportunity of 
placing our amendments in time on each and every section of the Ordinances 
so that we could bring them under discussion before the House. Sir, you 
yourself were ut first doubtful about its legality, bui then you corrected, if 
1 could understand you alright, and said that we could have submitted 
amendments on the title and preamble of the Bill. Unfortunately we did 
not do it. We did not think it would be necessary because we thought and 
we still think that the Bill moved was out of order, but you ruled that we 
could have submitted the amendments to the title and preamable. So we 
were not allowed to clear the picture 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You have misunderstood my point Mr. Roy. You 
oould have put amendments wn the clauses of the Bill provided you also 
gave notice of amendment to* the preamble and title of the Bill. But you 
have not done so 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Because we have not done it, you have surrendered 
your right. 
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Mr* PRESIDENT: There is no question of surrendering my right. It 
was y<mr right to move amendments and you did not exercise that right. 
So it is your mistake. 

Mr. SIREN ROY: Yes, Sir, we accept your ruling. But what I was 
trying to explain is that our rights have been overridden and these Ordinances 
have been brought before the House in an illegal way to rush them through 
and pass them in a day. We know that the brute majority of the present 
Ministry can stifle us down now. (Mr. Btjoy Sinoh Nahar: Not for 
long.) Yes. But I ask, Sir, is it necessary to hame these Ordinances nowP 
Can you show me why is it necessary to have the civic guards? 
Government have police and the military. Why then is it necessary to 
have the civic guards? These civic guards do not do anything, They, on 
the other hand, are helping the black-marketeers. They were even found 
to steal telephone and telegraphic wire which they were asked to guurd. 
It is a fact. So I do not think this Ordinance is necessary now. 

Then the next one is about molasses. Mr. Nahar has stated that the 
villagers are being deprived of their only sweets — the manufacture of f/vr. 
Next one is Drug Control. I do not think that Drug Control is necessary 
at all. We are on the Drug Control Committee. We wanted that it should 
be withdrawn completely. I do not know on what basis this has come up 
again in the form of an Ordinance. Drug control was necessary to prevent 
quinine and other things during the war going underground. It would be 
silly if foreign drugs are now sought to be controlled, because foreigners 
will be very much interested in bringing their stuff in the markets now. 
We need drugs keenly and we do not w T ant to stop its flow. Of course if it 
is only to give some shops to the members of the Government party, that is 
a different thing altogether. Mr. Nahar has spoken about the fountain 
pen. They are now being sold at below the controlled rates. 

About the Calcutta Rent Ordinance, the Hon’ble the Chief Minister has 
already explained that there will be repealing clauses in the Ordinance. 
Now, we have already passed some amendments of the Calcutta Rent Control 
Bill, but this Ordinance will be passed today. Then the Bengal Consumer 
Goods Control Ordinance, 1940. Everybody here, even the Governnent 
party, would agree with me that any consumer good which has come under 
the control of this Government has vanished from the market and a more 
clearer picture will be available if we look to the fact that within three days 
of decontrol mustard oil which disappeared altogether from the market has 
appeared in large quantities. You can at least purchase the mustard oil 
whatever may be the price. So, I say no further Ordinance is necessary. 
Do not try to rule by the Ordinances. After all June, 1948, is the date line 
— after that perhaps you will not be here or we may not be here or none of 
us will be here. All your Ordinances will be swept away by the people. 

Mf. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. I shall first nut Mr. Das’s amend- 
ment. If that is carried Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra’s amend- 
ment will not then arise. 

The question before the House is that the Bill be circulated for the 
purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 30th June, 1947. 

The question was put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYES—#. 

Rat Bahadur Jogandra Nath Ray. 

Mr. Bir#n Roy. 

Mr. Biswanath Roy. 

Mr. Patlram Ray. 


Mr. LaJIt Chandra Daa. 

Mr. Hamandra Kumar Das. 

Mr. Satish Chandra Jana. 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra. 
Nr. Bijay Singh Nahar. 
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NOES — If. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Bhahoodul Haqua. 
Mr. Q. J. K. Hook. 

The Hon ’bio Mr. Balyod Muaizamudcftn 


Mr, Nur Ahmad. 

Mr. Bultanuddln Ahmad, 
flal Bahadur Ohlrondra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Raajuddln Bhulya. 

Mr. L. P. 8. Bourn#. 

Khan Bahadur 8yad Abdur Raihld 
Chowdhury. 

Mr. Choudhury Moazzam Hoataln. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Choudhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latlf Chowdhury. 
Mr. 8yad Fazio Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clark#. 

Mr. 0. J. Cohen, O.B.E. 

Mr. E. 0. Doyne. 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Outta. 

Khan Bahadur Bholkh Fazal Ellahl. 

The Hon’blo Mr. Abdul Gofran. 


Hoaain. 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

Mr. Georg# Morgan, C.I.E. 

Mr. T. B. Him mo. 

Khan Bahadur Ghyaahuddin Pathan. 
Khan Bahadur Mukhlosur Rahman. 
Mr. Abdur Rathld. 

Mr. Amulyadhon# Roy. 

Mitt Ethel Rob#rtton. 

Dr, Katlruddln Talukdar. 

Mr. Latafat Hottaln. 

Mr. Md. Tauftq. 

Haji Md. Yutuf. 


Ayes being 9 and Noes 32, the amendment was lost. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT* The question before the House is that the Bill be 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st March, 
1947. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Sir, I beg to move that the Bill be 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, Minister in charge of the 

Chief Minister’s Department and of the Home Department, 

(2) Sir Muhammad Azizul Haque, k.c.s.i., c.i.e., Khan Bahadur, 

(3) Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Chowdhury, 

(5) Khan Bahadur Abdullah -al-Mahmud, 

(6) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(7) ltai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray, 

(8) Mr. G. J. K. Hook, 

(9) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish, 

(10) Mr. Homendra Kumar Das, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 30th June, 1947, and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be four. 

Sir, here are ten Ordinances before the House and we are asked first of 
all to take them into consideration outright, without a preliminary 
examination of their provisions, Instead of bringing this Bill for considera- 
tion before the House, the Ministry should have followed another course. 
As I pointed out while speaking on my circulation motion they should have 
asked His Excellency the Governor to promulgate all these Ordinances 
under sections 88 and 89 of the Government of India Act, 1935. Sir, these 
Ordinances affect the lives of the people of the country very seriously. We, 
therefore, think it to be just and proper that all these ten Ordinances should 
be placed before a Select Committee of the House for examining its 
provisions and to see how those provisions can be modified to suit the 
circumstances of the country prevailing at present. If they are so examined 
it will be found that most of -the provisions will not be necessary at all or, 
even if necessary, they could he easily modified. When you lump together 
ten different Ordinances to be enacted into one law that is a huge joke* 
That is a joke upon the members of the House. But 'if it is not a joke 
perpetrated upon the members of the Council, this House should insist that 
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a committee of its own should examine the provisions of the Bill just to 
see how far the provisions will suit the present condition of the province, 
how far it is necessary for the good administration and what modification 
can be made to improve it. So unless you go through each and every -one 
of the Ordinances in detail you will not be able to say w T hat modifications 
are necessary and what improvement can be made. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that the Bill be referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, Minister in charge of the 

Chief Minister’s Department and of the Home Department, 

(2) Sir Muhammad Azizul Haque, k.c.s.i., c.i.k., Khan Bahadur, 

(3) Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Chowdhury. 

(f) ) Khan Bahadur Abdullnh-al-Muhmud, 

(6) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(7 1 ltai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray, 

(8) Mr. G. J. K. Hook, 

(9) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish, 

(10) Mr. ITemendra Kumar Das, and 

(11) the mover, 

w'ith instructions to submit their report by the 30th June, 1947, and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall lie four. 

Mr. Nahar, will you move your amendment? 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Yes, Sir. I beg to move that the Bill 
be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’hle Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, Minister in charge of the 

Chief Minister’s Department and of 'the Home Department, 

(2) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(3) Mr. D. J. Cohen, 

(4) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(ti) ltai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray, 

((>) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, 

(7) Mr. Haji Md. Yusuf, 

(8) Mr. Chaudhury Moazzem Hossain, 

(9) Mr. Biswanath Roy, 

(10) Mr. Lai it Chandra Das, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 21st March, 1947, and that 
the number of members whose presence shall Ik* necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall he five. 

Sir, I have already pointed out that this Bill attempts to curtail the 
civil liberty of the people of this province. This is a most dangerous 
procedure that has been introduced in this Bill. We find, Sir, that 10 
Ordinances have been placed into om* Bill and the Hon’ble Minister wants 
to rush it through in this fashion In many of the provisions of the 
Ordinances we find there are discrepancies and there should be substantial 
changes not only here and there but in many places. I would cite one or 
two instances, namely, the Calcutta Rent Control Order. In this House 
we discussed that it should be allowed that a tenant can sublet and for 
| subletting there would be no ejectment. But under the Ordinances for 
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subletting there can be ejectment. So it will be seen that it is self- 
contradictory and you are pushing through these Ordinances. So it is 
proper that the provisions should be considered in a select committee to find 
outrwhat changes are necessary, what should be the shape of these 
Ordinances. Then, Sir, with regard to another Ordinance, namely, the 
Bengal Consumer Goods Control Ordinance, there are schedules of various 
articles and I am sure that even the Minister in charge and the members 
of the Government Benches will agree with me that there are many articles 
which should be removed from the schedule and which do not require any 
control at all. I have already pointed out about fountain pens. There are 
many other articles which do not require any further control. For example, 
you will find plenty of American goods, pencils, combs and other articles 
are being sold at a very cheap price. Does the Hon’ble Minister think that 
they require control P I do not think so. So we should go into details. I 
have put very short time for submitting the report of the Select Committee. 
If you do not go into details and have the 10 Ordinances as they are, it 
would be some sort of lawless law — a black law. This is most dangerous. 
The Hon’ble Minister may think that he can get it passed through sheer 
majority. But I must say that it will have such tremendous effect upon 
the people of the province that they will not remain as they are now. You 
will have to face terrible things if you w r ant to rule by the Ordinances. 
The days of rule by Ordinances are gone with the days of the British 
Imperialism. We should now consider what is really beneficial to the 
people. These things can be considered in a select committee if tbe 
Government really means business. I do not know whether our friend 
Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy will agree to this. If he agrees to this amendment 
really he will serve the people. 

* Mr. PRE8IDENT : Amendment moved that the Bill be referred to a 
Select Committee consisting of : — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, Minister in charge of the 

Chief Minister’s Department and of the Home Department, 

(2) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(3) Mr. D. J. Cohen, 

(4) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(5) Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray, 

(6) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, 

(7) Mr. Haji Md. Yusuf,. 

(8) Mr. Chaudrury Moazzem Hossein, 

(9) Mr, Biswanath Roy, 

(10^ Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit tbeir report by the 21st March, 1947, and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be five. 

The Hobble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I oppose tbe two motions. 
I have specific ground for opposing the motion of Mr. Lalit Chandra Das 
which does not apply to the motion of Mr. Nahar. Mr. Das has included 
several non-existent members of this House in his list of members of the 
Select Committee. There is^no member, Sir, of this House who is known 
as Sir Md. Azizul Haque, jc.c.s.i., Khan Bahadur. Again there is no 
member known as Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque or Khan Bahadur 
Syed Abdur Rashid Chowdhury. Nor is there a member known as Khan 
Bahadur Abdullah-al-Mahmtid in this House. Speaking generally as well, 
this House will have an opportunity of considering the provisions of the 
Bill in the form of separate Acts and there they could put iu as many 
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amendments as they liked. Mr. Nahor is continuously harping on the theme 
that these Ordinances are lawless Acts and lawless Ordinances and so on, 
hut at the same time looking through the list of amendments I find that 
he has attempted to introduce certain of the Ordinances within the schedule 
which he thinks ought to be inserted therein. 1 believe there is a eertaiu 
amount of contradiction in the attitude taken up by him. 

Mr# PRE8IDENT. Order, order. I will put Mr. Lalit Chandra Dass 
amendment first and it that is carried then Mr. Nahar’s amendment will 
not arise. 


The question before the House is that the Bill be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon'ble Mr. H. S. Suhruwardy, Minister in charge of the 

Chief Minister’s Department and of the Home Department, 

(2) Sir Muhammad Azizul Haque, K.c.s.r., c.i.e., Khan Bahadur, 

(3) Khau Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Chowdhury, 

{b) Khan Bahadur Abdullali-al-Mahmud, 

(t>) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(7) Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray, 

(8) Mr. G. J. K. Hook, 

(9) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish, 

(10) Mr. Hemendra Kumar l>as, and 

(11 ) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 80th June, 1947, and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be four. 

The question was put and a division demanded. When the bell had 
ceased ringing and before the House di\ided the question was again put 
and the President declared that the Noes had it ami proceeded to pul the 
next amendment to vote. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8! We had already demanded a division, 
Sir, and so the House should divide on this issue. 

The Hon’ble Mr; H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : 1 understand, Sir, that the 

rule is that an honourable member should use in his seat and demand a 
division if lie wishes to call a division. He did not rise in his seat when 
the question was put to vote after the bell had ceased ringing. He was 
simply swaying in his seat mumbling something. 1 think the honourable 
member is out of order in demanding a division now when the amendment 
had already been declared lost. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: In any case I did not observe any member stand up 
and demand a division or if at all anv member stood up he did not catch 
my eye. There must be some amount of misunderstanding. Any bow, 
Mr. Das, the other amendment is coining up and you may have your division. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: We will certainly rise up and stand and 
ask for a division. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that the Bill he 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, Minister in charge of the 

Chief Minister’s Department and of the Home Department, 

(2) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(3) Mr. D. J. Cohen, 
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(4) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(5) Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray" 

(6) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, 

(7) Mr. Haji Md. Yusuf, 

(8) Mr. Cbttudhury Moazzem Hossein, 

(9) Mr. Biswanath Roy, 

(10) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, and 
(11; the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 21st March, 1947, and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be five. 

The question was put and a division taken with the following result:—- 

AYES— 0. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Dai. 

Mr. Hamindra Kumar Dai. 

Mr. Satlih Chandra Jana. 

Ral Bahadur Brojtndra Mohan Maitra. 
Mr. BIJoy 8lngh Nahar. N 


Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud. 

Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmad. 

Mr. 8yad Badrudduja. 

Ral Bahadur Dhlrendra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Reajuddin Bhulya. 

Mr. L. P. 8. Bourne. 

Khan Bahadur 8yad Abdur RUld 
Choudhury. 

Mr. Choudhury Moazzem Huualn. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Choudhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury. 

Mr. 8yed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. Yuiuf All Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen, O.B.E. 

Mr. E. D. Doyne. 

Mm. Labanyaprobha Dutta. 

Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Eilahl. 

Ayes being 9 and the Noes 3o, J 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question 
Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bil 
taken into consideration. 


Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray. 

Mr. Biren Roy. 

Mr. Biiwanath Roy. 

Mr. Patlram Roy. 

i— 35. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Abdul Gofran. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque. 
Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8aiyed Muazzamuddln 
Hoiain. 

Mr. Latafat Hossain. 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

Mr. George Morgan, C.I.E. 

Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddln Pathan. 

Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman. 

Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy. 

Miss Ethel Robertson. 

Dr. Kasiruddln Talukdar. 

Mr. Md. Taufkq. 

Haji Md. Yuiuf. 

? motion was lost. 

before the House is that the Bengal 
I, 1947, as passed by the Assembly be 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, 1 would like to oppose the considera- 
^ tion of the Bill. There are two sets <>i amendments, one set on the original 
motiou and the other set on the clauses. But we are now concerned with 
the main motion Indore the House 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr Dus. are \ou now speaking on the main motion? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, it seems to me that 1 
have to point out the parliamentary procedure to the honourable member 
who as a veteran ought to know better. Sir, these amendments are moved 
and if anybody desires to speak generally on the motion he is permitted to 
do so, but once the amendments have been voted down there is nothing 
before the House excepting (tie main motion itself. The honourable member 
should have taken the earfiest opportunity to make general observations 
against the motion. When he has not done so, I do not think that he can 
at every stage get up and try and make speeches. I am not saying that 
he has not the ri^ht. 1 am only pointing out the usual practice in this 
House as well as in other House. 
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Mr, PRESIDENT: That is not $ie usual practice, it is true. But as 
you have the right to reply on the main motion I must allow the honourable 
members to speak on the main motion if they want to do so. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, 1 would like to speak on this 
motion. I oppose the consideration of this motion that “this Bill be taken 
into consideration”. Sir, it would appear that the Government are trying 
to enact 10 Ordinances by one omnibus Bill. The House has to consider 
them. May I enquire from the Hon’ble the Chief Minister whether we are 
free to consider all these 10 Ordinances? There is no provision in this Bill 
like that. Practically there is nothing before the honourable members to 
consider. It will be said “well, the Ordinances were actually published 
and the members are expected to know what the provisions of these 
Ordinances are”. This is one way of meeting the difficulty. The other 
way is to properly put all the provisions of all the Ordinances in the form 
of a Bill or Bills and then ask the House to consider them. That has not 
been done in this case. Therefore the House is in a very great difficulty 
so far as this question of the consideration of these Ordinances is concerned. 
Some of these Ordinances are not at all necessary to be enacted into land. 
The emergency is over. The Ordinances ceased to be effective since the 
time declaration of emergency was withdrawn. The present Government 
have given a colouring to the situation which is not as they depict it to be. 
Mav I give a picture of the Ordinances? A little reflection will show that 
they are not actually necessary under the present circumstances. Sir, the 
civic guards are not necessary now. Their work is being carried on by the 
police and the military and thev are now. a burden on the administration. 
At no time, they were useful. The sooner these civic guards go the better 
it will be for all concerned and for the financial position of Bengal. The 
next thing that comes in, Sir, is the Bengal Molasses Control Ordinance, 

1 04G. Why should the molasses be controlled now? Once these are 
decontrolled the people will be in a position to obtain the molusses more 
freely than now and the poor peasant and labourers will get their tobaco 
at much less cost. This control, if at all there’ be any advantage in it, is 
only to enable some of the supporters of Government to obtain permits for 
molasses and by selling the molasses to earn money. But so far as the 
convenience of the public is concerned this control should go and if this 
goes there will be free competition of traders in importing and selling these 
molasses at prices within the easy reach of the poor. Then comes the 
Bengal Drugs Control Continuance Ordinance, 194fi. This may be consider- 
ed necessary by the administration, but in our view it is absolutely 
unnecessary. If this control is taken away drugs will he freely coming 
into the market and the price also will be within reach of those who are 
urgently in need of medicines at a moderate price. Now, Sir, in spite of 
the control, the diugs are sold at such high prices that not even well-to-do 
patients can afford to purchase them in spite of their being badly in need 
of such medicines. The prices are really be>oml their purchasing power. 
If the drugs are freely allowed to come in, the position would be far easier. 
Then comes the Calcutta Kent Ordinance, J94C. It is surprising, Sir, that 
the Government by saying what they intend to do hereafter in the Assembly 
when our Calcutta Rent Bill is passed bv this House try to escape from a 
difficulty which I pointed out, namely, that this Calcutta Kent Ordinance, 
when enacted, would conflict with the position, namely, that the Calcutta 
Rent Bill is before this House and we are in seizin of it long before this 
Bill was introduced in the Assembly. Sir, it will appear that the lease of 
life of this Ordinance, when enacted into law, will be 6 months which cun 
be extended by another 6 months bv a notification. This provision is in 
direct conflict with what we did in the case of the Calcutta Rent Bill. In 
it we filed three years as its lease of life and gave power to the Govern- 
ment to extend it by another three years. Here, Sir, the whole thing that 
is now being done is in direct conflict with what we have already done and, 
therefore, Sir, all the members of 1 this House should atipngly protest against 
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any attempt made by the Govermnen|*to enact this Calcutta Rent Ordinance 
into law. Then, Sir, comes the Bengal* Special Powers Ordinance, 1946 
This is a most important matter. Sir, this House should consider i 
seriously. It is a queer position, Sir, that the Muslim League Party t< 
which this Ministry belongs protested against the Punjab Public Security 
Ordinance and they protested so very vehemently that they invited th< 
Hindus and the Sikhs to join with them as their campaign was really 
against the Government which were putting obstacles, according to them 
in the way of the civil liberties of the people. Now r here we find a verj 
contradictory position taken up by the Muslim League Government, th< 
Government of the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy. There the Muslim League 
Party actually fought the Punjab Public Security Ordinance; they foughi 
for their rights of taking out processions and alsofor their right of holding 
meetings and they invited all others to give their support to the campaign 
because they were fighting for the restoration of the civil rights and in 
this, Sir, in their attempt in the Punjab, several of the noted Muslim League 
Leaders went to jail. Here the position is quite the reverse. Look at the 
Bengal Special Powers Ordinance, 1946, which they want to enact. Tin 
Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy is really trying to do an act which the Muslim 
League Party as a whole in the other provinces of India are directly against 
Here he is taking power in his own hands to interfere with the civil libertiee 
of the people; it is such a bad law. Sir, that I am amazed that it has been 
put in along with the other Ordinances which are of quite another descrip- 
tion. - 

Here is an Ordinance which is going to interfere with the ordinal} 
freedom of speech, freedom of association, with the freedom of holding 
meetings and with all other things that we value most. Here, in this 
Ordinance the police has been given extraordinary powers, to unnecessarily 
detain people, to interfere with their liberties, to intern them, to extern 
them, and, in short, to do whatever they think right and proper. It b 
really a thing which no democratic or civilized Government can countenance 
in any shape or form. That is one fact about these circumstances which 
I place before the House and of which the Bengal Premier ought to take 
due note of, but of which be seems not to be really cognizant 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Yes, go on, Mr. Das. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: 1 was waiting for the Chief Minister to 
finish his business with you, Sir, and to get back to his seat. I want to 
say to him that now has arisen a situation which has quite altered the face 
of the country and here is a situation in which the Premier, as also the 
head of the Muslim League party, should not take advantage of, by enacting 
the Bengal Special Powers Ordinance into law. J ask him to look at the 
position that a great change is ahead. The British Government has already 
notified that they are going to quit India at the latest in June, 1948. In 
making that announcement His Majesty's Government through Mr. Attlee 
also proclaimed that power may be transferred to the Central Government 
or if occasion arose it might also be transferred to Provincial Governments 
or in some other areas according as they think fit and proper. Sir, there 
is a great danger ahead of Bengal. The danger is that power may be 
transferred to the Muslim League Government which is a communal Govern- 
ment antagonished to other elements of Society in Bengal. Will the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister allow us to protest against that measure? Will the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister allow us to formulate our grievances against the 
present Government, to take-out processions, to hold meetings, etc., to show 
what we think or what we want to do with regard to that declaration? Or 
will he take advantage of the Special Powers Ordinance provisions and 
apply them against us when we protest against the transference *of power 
to the present Muslim League Government? Will he take advantage of this 
Ordinance for the purpose of thwarting us in holding meetings or stand in 
Our way of demons^pating for showing in what way powers shduld he 
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transferred, namely, among other thUgs, by creating Another province 
with a separate Legislature withffc Bengal in which the non-Muslims may 
feel safe and in which they can find their own salvation, political, social 
and economic? That is the danger. Sir, that is where our danger lies* 
namely, if he takes advantage of the powers under this Ordinance and tries 
his utmost to thwart us and takes a wav our liberties, etc. In fact even 
before enacting this law, he is not withdrawing section 1 44 in Calcutta. 
It is there since August, 3 940, with the result that the people cannot freely 
take out processions and hold meetings. The present Government are 

acting in most arbitrary fashion against the civil liberties of the people 

*The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: On a point of order, Sir. 
The honourable member is not very intelligible and it is very difficult to 
follow what he is saying. What little I have been able to follow shows 
that he is constantly repeating not only the arguments which his colleagues 
placed before the House before but lie is repeating his own arguments which 
he put forward in the beginning of his speech. 1 hope, Sir, that you will 
try to curb his enthusiasm for repetition. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, with regard to the remark made by 
the Hon’ble Chief Minister just now, 1 may say that while T was speaking 
lie was attending to other business and was not hearing what I was saying. 
He yvns attending to other business when this particular business was going 
on. Sir, he has not followed my speech as he was talking and confabulating 
with you. After all he is a human being and cannot attend to two business 
at the same time. He certainly did not follow my speech and. therefore, 
his remark is quite unjustified. Now, Sir, as 1 was pointing out, while 
the present Government are trying to continue the Bengal Ordinances, they 
have found it convenient to withdraw the Ordinances enforced in Noakhali 
and Soutli Tippera where the situation is still very serious where murder 
and arson and loot are still going on. If they had retained those 
Ordinances along with the other Bengal Ordinances, then there would have 
been some show of impartiality on their part. But their action in with- 
drawing the Noakhali and South Tippera Ordinances shows how purtial 
they are. We on this side of the House think that the Special Security 
Ordinances for Noakhali and South Tippera should have been there because 
acts of murder and loot are going on there even now. The Hon’ble Thief 
Minister is showing anxiety tor continuing the Bengal Special Powers 
Security Ordinance. But may 1 ask why this measure shoulrl be retained? 
Will he give us assurance that so far as the other parties are concerned*™ 
his political opponents — he will al)ow r them to have their civil liberty of 
taking out processions and holding meetings? Will he give us a pledge 
that there would he no bar to our doing so? If lie does, then he would 
he showing some reason and Mime impartiality. Sir, this Ordinance is not 
necessary to meet the situation arising out of the Trvtma dispute and rising 
in Mymensingh. The provisions of the ordinary law' that obtains in the 
country are sufficient to deal with them. 

Then, Sir, the Jute Mills Ordinance, 1 04fi. Of course our European 
friends would be able to say how' far the Ordinance is necessary. They will 
be in a position to comment on it. Then the Bengal Criminal Law Amend- 
ment Ordinance, 1047. T have already said that Ordinances like these 
curtail the civil liberties of the people and prevent them getting proper 
^trial and impertial justice. I need not go into detail. Sir, I oppose the 
"’consideration of these Ordinances a* put in this omnibus Bill. They 
interfere with the ordinary liberties of the people and are also intended to 
stiffle the popular agitation in the country for redress of grievances. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question liefore the House is that the Bengal 
Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947 (as passed by the Assemblv > , 
be taken into consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Er| PRESIDENT: The HomTe stands adjourned p.m, tomorrow. 
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Adjournment. 

The Houet4as then adjourned till 2-13" p.m. on Tuesday, the 11th March, 

w- 

Members absent 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 10th 
March, 1047. 

(1) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(2) Sir Md. Azizu! Haque, Khan Bahadur, 

(d) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria, 

(4) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Md. dan, 

(f>) Mr. Huinavun Z. A. Kabir, 

((>) Alhadj Yar Ali Khan, 

(7) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(8) Mr. Nagendra Nath Moholanobish, 

(0) I)r. Kiniiud Sankar Ray, 

(10) Mr. ('haru Chandra Sanyal, and 

(11) Mr. Satish Chandra Sen. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES* 


First 8d$sion, 1947— No. 15. 


Th^ Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
leutta, on Tuesday, the 11th March, 1947, at 2-1 o p.ui. being the fifteenth 
y of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 02 (*) (a) of the lioveru- 

snt of India Act, 1930. 

v 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Boy, k.c.i.e.) was 
the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Questions. Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Chow- 
ury, 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: May I put the question No. G9 on 
s behali Y It is a very important question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Certainly not; you belong to the Opposition. Let 
me other member on the Government side put the question. 


Corruption in the Civil Supply Department. 

69. Mr. LATA FAT HOSSAIN (on behalf of Khan Bahadur 8yed Abdur 
ash id Chowdhury) : (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge oi he Chief 

mister’s Department be pleased to state what steps the Government have 
ken or intend to take on Rowlands Committee’s Report for eradicating 
lhery and corruption rampant among the officials, specially in the Civil 
ipply Department ? 

(b) How many proceedings have been drawn up against such officials and 
dh what result*? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the 
inister in charge of the Chief Minister’s Department): (a) In pursuance 
recommendation contained iri paragraph 228(a) of the Report only 
small number of officers have been selected who are authorized to issue 
'rmits and detailed instructions have been issued concerning the eligibility 
candidates for receiving permits. A confidential circular covering the 
dots mentioned in sub-paragraphs (n), (m) and (iv) of puragrpuli 228 
is been issued to all concerned and orders giving effect to the recommen- 
tion contained in paragraph 228(v) have also been issued. 

The Government of India, who were requested to enact legislation on the 
ies of the recommendations contained in paragraphs 229-31 of the Report, 
'Omulgated Ordinance VI of 1940 as an ad interim measure. The Preveri- 
of Corruption Bill, 1940, has been introduced in the Central Legislative 
ssembly and is now pending before that body. 

The various Service Associations were addressed on the subject of 
storation of the traditions of the public service mentioned in paragraph 238 
‘d constructive suggestions were invited. The suggestions have been 
amined and Gove*n#ient are considering the possibility of setting up a 
[®cial organisation for dealing with bribery and corruption in the services, 
details concerning this organisation art under exami nation. 
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( b ) Siime.the publication of the Rowlands Committee’s Report proceed- 
ings have neen drawn up against Government servants for bribery and 
* Corruption in 237 cases with the following results — 


Cases. 

Dismissal from service ... 89 

“Acquittal” ... 39 

Minor punishments inflicted ... 37 

The remaining 72 cases are pending. * 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will the Private Secretary be pleased 
to state if there is any such member as Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur I^shid 
Chowdhury ? 

Mr. ABDUL RA8HID: There is Syed Abdur Rashid Chowdhury and 
the Khan Bahadur before his name may be dropped now. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: But why is it printed before liis‘name 
in this question ? It was objected to by the Chief Minister yesterday in 
another connection. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not a question which the Parliamentary 
Secretary can reply; it is not his concern. This department has not yet 
been informed either officially or unofficially either by the members con- 
cerned or by the Government that all titles attached to the members of the 
Government Party should be dropped and that their names should appear 
without the titles. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: The Chief Minister objected to the title 
Khan Bahadur standing before his name, I mean before the name of Syed 
Abdur Rashid Chowdhury. 

Mr, PRESIDENT. That is neither here nor there. Will you kindly 
put your supplementary questions, if any? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will Government be pleased to give us 
the names of the small number of officers who have been selected and 
authorised to issue permits referted to in answer (a ) ? 

Mr. ABDUL RA8HID: I cannot give that offhand; I want notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I want to know whether they are all 
Muslims or whether there are non-Muslims also in that small number of 
officers. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I have already said that I cannot give , the 
names of the officers offhand as if I could give out the names of the officers 
it could easily he made out whether all of them are Muslims or all are 
Hindus or how many Hindus and how many Muslims. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will the Parliamentary Secretary please 
tell us whut is meant by the words “Government are considering the 
possibility of setting up a special organisation for dealing with bribery and 
corruption in the services” towards the end of the first paragraph? Is 
there any obstacle in the way of setting up this organisation? 

Mr. ABDUL RA8HID: There is no obstacle but details are under 
examination. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRAJDA8: May I take it that Government have 
already drawn up a scheme for such orgnaisation? 

Mr. ABDUL RA8HID: Yes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS^'Wl^n is it likely that your considera- 
tion will end? * 
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Mr. A80UL RASHID S # That will be taken up very j: I cannot 
give you any target date. ^ 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Parliamentary Secretary please 
state how many out of the 89 men dismissed were prosecuted? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I beg your pardon? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your question, Mr. Das? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It is said that out of 237 cases 89 were 
dismissed. May I know whether Government prosecuted them also for 
corruption and bribery? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: That is, whether besides dismissing the 
Government also prosecuted them in a court of law. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I want notice. I could not tell you that off- 
hand. 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH ROY: With reference to answer (b) 
regarding proceedings against Government servants, were these prosecut 
tions drawn up departmentally or in a court of law? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Departmentally. 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH ROY: Why were not they prosecuted 
in a court of law? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I want notice. 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH ROY: As regards the remaining 72 
cases, they are pending, but pending where? In a court of law or in the 
department ? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: In the department. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: When you say that out of 237 corrup- 
tion cases 89 have been dismissed, do >ou mean to say that none of them 
have been piosecuted before a couit of law? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Yes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Then these 72? They also are before 
you ami none of them is before a law court? 

Mr. ABDUL RA8HID: These are pending 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Parliamentary Secretary let 
us know the sort of minor punishment inflicted upon the 37 cases? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Do you want details? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Yes, whether a fine, or jail, or what? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: In that case I would like to have notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: If you want notice in every case, you 
should take time and don’t try to avoid answering questions like that. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: If you want details, I cannot give you a 
straight answer. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: In that case, Sir, as the Parliamentary 
Secretary is unable to answer supplementary questions, the question may be 
held over. We wanted to know the nature of minor punisnment indicted^ 
whether it was a fine, whether it was departmental punishment, or whether 
they were sent to jail, and in inSst fuses he wants notice. That is why 
t «ugg$»t that this question be bekl o*er. 


U 



m 


questions and answers. 


[11th Mabch, 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Very well, let this question be held over. 

* Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Sir, the honourable members want details. 
Ihet them give notice and the details will be given. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: At least in three cases he has asked for 
notice. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It appears that Mr. Rashid is not in possession of 
all the facts required to answer a supplementary question. # 

The Hon v ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI : Sir, is it ever possible for any- 
body to know all the details in connection with any question? He can 
only say that certain people were punished and may not be able to fcive 
details regarding that punishment. For this purpose I submit notice should 
have to be given. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, do you want the question to be held over 
only for that information? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No, in regard to other supplementary 
questions also, his answer w’as “1 want notice, 1 cannot say offhand”; and 
that is why I ask that this question be held over for proper answers to 
supplementary questions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What are your other questions? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: For the moment I cannot tell you, Sir. 
But it is on record. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He wants information regarding community, he 
wants details of the minor punishments and lie wants the names 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, let the question be held over 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Mazumdar it is not the practice 
to get up when the Chair is addiessing the House. So, Mr. Das, you wanted 
these details and the Parliamentaiv Secietai^ asked for notice to get these 
information. Now, it is not possible to answer all the questions offhand. 
Are you prepared to give fresh notice? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: All that I want to say is that the 
Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawnrdy is in charge of the Department and if he had said 
that he would ask for notice, I would have accepted it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It would not have been possible even for the 
Hon’ble Minister to give details offhand. When the Parliamentary Secre- 
tary is answering the question he takes the responsibility on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, this question should be held over 
for the reason which 1 have already given. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Arising out of answer ( h ), namely, 
aince the publication of the Rowland Committee’s Report proceedings have 
been drawn up. Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state w'lien these 
proceedings have been drawn up? 

Mr. ABDUL RA8HID: It is not possible to give the date when the 
proceedings have been drawn up. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Give us an idea of the time? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think that is a question which can be 
answered offhand by any Minister. He lias already asked for notice. 
Either the question should he held over or fresh notice should be given. 

' Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: This question may be held over. 
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Mr* PRESIDENT: Al) right, let the question be held over. Questions 
over. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, there is another question — No. 68 — which was 
held over yesterday. The Hon’ble Minister in charge of Commerce is 
present here and it should be answered. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I do not find it on the agenda today. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir, it was held over 
yesterday. It may be taken up. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right, Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Post-war development of cottage industries in Bengal. 

68. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Commerce, Labour and Industries be pleased to state what 
amount bus been allotted for the post-war development of the cottage 
industiies in Bengal? 

(h) What are the industries which have been included in the post-war 
development cottage industries schemes? 

(r) How many workers will be benefited thereby? 

(d) l)o the Government of Bengal propose to set up development organi- 
sation on the line of the Punjab Government for development of cottage 
industries in Bengal? 

(e) If not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE, LABOUR 
and INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed): (a) and ( b ) 

A reierence to pages 171 to 242 of the Post-War Reconstruction Plan of 
this Government will indicate the amount as well as the particulars of the 
schemes intended to tackle and stimulate cottage industries. A copy of the 
Plan is placed in the Library. It will be seen therefrom that apart from 
the schemes that directly aim at development of specific industries such as 
salt, silk, leather, handloom weaving, etc., there ure others which will also 
contribute towards the development of cottage industries particularly those 
intended to impart technical training and to provide for aid to industries. 

In fact, the schemes in the post-war plan have been drawn up mainly with 
the object of encouragement and development of small-scale and cottage 
industries. 

(c) It is difficult to state in precise terms the actual number of workers 
who will be actually benefited. 

(d) and (e) Government have no precise information regarding the 
development organisation of the Punjab Government. I shall however 
enquire of that Government about it. This Government is having its own 
industrial policy, if it thinks that the policy adopted by any other Govern- 
ment would be helpful, Government would certainly try to benefit by it. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Arising out of (It), will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the Government have any plan for importing expert or 
sending Indian students abroad for technical training? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Both are being contem- 
plated. * 

Mr. BIREN ROY: As regards the reply in (e), will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether he is prepared to arrange for a census 
of the number of workers in the cottage industries mentioned in pages 171 
!° 242 of the Post-War Reconstruction PlanP In the absence oi a census 
it is difficult to know the precis# number of workers. 
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Tht Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Government will consider 
that. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, may I know when the Hon’ble 
, Minister in charge of the Department of Labour, whom I see present now 
in the House, will answer the question regarding the tramway strike? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I cannot allow that today. It is not on the agenda. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, it is a held-over question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: When was it held over? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Last week. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House did not sit last week. Well, you raise 
this question tomorrow. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, I have some more supplementary questions to 
ask. I thought Mr. Mazumdar w r as asking some questions out of this 
question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, that is not my fault. Now, let us go back 
•to ithe Bill. 

The Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947. 

Clause 1 . 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. Clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

; The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. Clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2 of 
^he Bill, the words “have effect as if they had been enacted in an Act of the 
'Provincial Legislature and shall” he deleted. 

Sir, we have already expressed our views that this side of the House 
does not want such a Bill to he enacted into law. This Bill contains series 
of Ordinances which have been promulgated and Government want to 
continue them for some time more. It would he better if we could have 
deleted the words “have effect as if they had been enacted in an Act of the 
Provincial Legislature and shall”. The Ordinances are not before us only 
the names are before us. We are unable to consider the different aspects 
of the Ordinances clause by clause. It would he prudent, theiefore, Sir, 
that the Bill should not have the force of the Legislature's wishes, or that 
this Legislature has not really passed this Bill into law'. If this Bill is 
passed it would he thought that the Provincial Legislature has considered 
are aspects of the Ordinances and is satisfied that these Ordinances are 
necessary at the present stage and that these Ordinances should continue. 
But, Sir, we have said more than once that there is no necessity of any of 
these Ordinances to he in force. Government have already enough pow'cr 
to control the various things and why the Government should ask for the 
sanction of the Legislature to^pass these Ordinances? Sir, these Ordinances 
really were menut for the w^ar period. The war period is long over, the 
emergency of the war is long over and at this time it is most unwise to 
^ave these Ordinances enacted into law as if the Ordinances had been 
Approved by the Provincial Legislature. Therefore, Sir, I move that these 
tines be deleted. 



1947.] 


TEMPORARY ENACTMENT BILL. 


286 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, ord^r. Amendment moved that in clause 2 
of the Bill, the words “have effect as if they had been enacted in an Act 
of the Provincial Legislature and shall” be deleted. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I would like to support this amend- 
ment. This portion of the statement in clause 2 of the Bill brings the cat 
out of the bag so to say that these are really Ordinances and not an Act 
of any Legislature. Now what do they mean by this expression “as if they 
had been enacted in an Act of the Provincial Legislature” ? Here we are; 
this is the Legislature and whatever law would be enacted would be enacted 
by this Legislature. When they use the expression “as if they had been 
enacted in an Act of the Legislature” it shows, as a matter of fact, that it 
is not really a law, it is not a Bill, a draft of a proposed law hut really an 
Ordinance. This expression is to be found in section 88 of the Govern- 
ment of India Act when an Ordinance is promulgated by the Governor 
during the recess of the Legislature. In sub-clause (2) of section 88 of 
the Government of India Act we find this expression “An Ordinance 
promulgated under this section shall have the same force and effect as an 
Act of the Provincial Legislature”. Now, Sir, this expression can he used 
by His Excellency the Governor for promulgating an Ordinance. But how 
such an expression comes in when the provisions of the Ordinances are 
before this House for the purpose of enactment as a law. These words are 
redundant and they should he scrapped. With these words 1 support the 
amendment. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, the utility of these words 
is self-evident. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is 
that in clause 2 of the Bill, the words “have effect as it they had been 
enacted in an Act of the Provincial Legislature and shall” he deleted. 

The question was put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYES — 9. 

Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahtr. 

Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray. 

Mr. Biran Roy. 

Mr. Biiwanath Roy. 

NOE8 — 27. 


Mr. Lam cnanara Das. 

Mr. Hemondra Kumar Das. 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta. 

Mr. Satish Chandra Jana. 

Rai Bahadur Broiendra Mohan Maitra. 


Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya. 

Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid 
Chowdhury. 

Mr. Choudhury Moazzem Hotsain. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Choudhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury. 
Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. j, Cohen, O.B.E. 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Datta. 
r be Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran. 


Mr. A. M. 8hahoodul Haque. 

Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddln 

H ossa in. 

Mr. Latafat Hossaln. 

Khan Sahib Mobarak Ali Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latif. 

Mr. G. Morgan, C.I.E. 

Mr. Tarak Nath Mukhsrjea. 

Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddtn Pathan. 

Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Dr. Kasimuddin Talukdar. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi Wahlduzzaman. 

Haji Md. Yusuf. 


Ayes being 9 and Noes 27 the amendment was lost. 

Mr. BIJOY 8INCH NAHAR: I be* to move that in clause 2 of the 
bll, for the words “six months” in line 4, the words “three months” be 
ubstituted. 

. Sir, this Bill has been introduced for the purpose of having its life for 
lx months more. The time factor is a very essential thing. There may 
j® emergency in future; but there is no emergency at present. Still the 
loverament want these Ordinances*to continue for six months more. What 
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is the motive behind it? Do I take it tl^at within six months the emergency 
period will be over or in the period of the next six months they will be abk 
to have these Ordinances enacted into proper Acts? I do not think thal 
tht* idea behind it is to enact these Ordinances into law within the next six 
months, because the Government know that there is no necessity for these 
Ordinances to continue: at least within the next six months they will nol 
be able to have these Ordinances enacted into law. Now, Sir, the question 
is how long this rule of Ordinance should continue? If the Government 
really want to continue the rule of Ordinances it will be a dangerous thing. 
Ordinance is a thing which is very seldom used in any province or by any 
Government and is only used to meet a very serious situation. Really 
people want that they should be governed by such laws under which they 
can live happily without any interference by the Government. Govern- 
ment now interferes at every stage. Now, Sir, we are having more or less 
much easier time than we had during the last few' years. So, this rule by 
Ordinances should not continue any lon^r. So, I have put 3 months instead 
ol (1 months. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Amendment moved that in clause 2 of the Bill, for 
the words “six months” in line 4, the words “three months” be substituted. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I rise to support this amendment. 
Th is Ministry calls itself a popular Ministry. Is that the reason why they 
want to introduce 10 Ordinances by which to control us in different ways. 
Sir, we are passing through a period in which it is absolutely necessary that 
all restrictions on our civil libeities should he removed and controls regard- 
ing our food and drugs should also he removed. We know' bv our experience 
how the mustard oil has flooded the maiket as soon as the control was 
removed from it. Such will be the case in respect of drugs and consumers’ 
goods also. I can say, Sir, that immediately alter tin* controls are removed 
the markets will be flooded with these things. Then, Sir, with respect to 
the civil liberties, we know that w t c are still having section 144 imposed 
upon Calcutta from Kith August since the Muslim League started “Direct 
Action”. The result is that w f e cannot take out any procession. Now by 
Special Powers Ordinance the Government want to ban meetings even in 
privute houses. We think, Sir, the sooner the controls are withdrawn the 
better for us all concerned. With these words, Sir, I support the motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, it is hoped that within 
a period of G months the provisions of these various Ordinances now proposed 
to be enacted into law will he placed on the Statute book through separate 
Bills. If w*e were satisfied that we would have time and that the Opposition 
W’ould be reasonable enough to accept these Bills without delay and without 
obstruction, we might have been abie to reduce the period but as w T e are not 
certain of this, for we are to pass as many as 10 Ordinances, we have there- 
fore put in a period of 6 months. For that reason we have taken a further 
G months in case owing to any difficulties we are not able to complete our 
work within the first six months and because there ought not to be any 
hiatuses. Cun Mr. Lalit Chandra Das guarantee that controls will be 
removed by the Government of India within 0 months or an year? After 
all, the controls we have put have been necessitated by the controls imposed 
upon us bv the Government of India. Everybody knows that. The Govern- 
ment of India has removed the control ever mustard oil. We had been 
moving 1 the Government of India tor a considerable time to remove the 
control ever the mustard oil in conferences after conferences. We have 
fortunately now succeeded. The whole question of controls depends on the 
Government of India’s controlling the various things. And we have got 
to keep the Control Orders here as well in respect of most of these 
subjects. Sir, the period of G months at the beginning and G months there- 
after is reasonable. 

Mr* PRESIDENTS The question before the House is that in clause 2 
of the Bill, for the words “six months” in line 4, the words “three months’ 
he substituted. 
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The question was put and aMivision taken with the following result: — 

AYES — 0. 


Mr. Lafit Chandra Oat. 

Mr. Hamandra Kumar Das. 

Mr. Banliim Chandra Dutta. 

Mr. Satith Chandra Jana. 

Ral Bahadur Brojandra Mohan Maltra. 


Mr. BIJoy Singh Nahar. 

Mr. Biran Roy. 

Mr. Biswanath Roy. 

Mr. BirsnJra Kiskara Ray Chawdkury. 


NOES — 30. 


Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud. 

Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Mr. Syed Badrudduza. 

Ral Bahadur Dhlrendra Lai Barua. 

Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya. 

Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid 
Chowdhury. 

Mr. Choudhury Moazzem Hocsain. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Choudhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury. 
Mr. Syed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen, O.B.E. 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Datta. 

Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Ellahl. 


The Hon'ble Mr. Abdul Oof ran. 

Mr. A. M. Shahoodul Haque. 

Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Salyod Muazzamuddln 
Hns&ain. 

Mr. Latafat H ossa in. 

Khan Sahib Mobarak Ali Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latif. 

Mr. G. Morgan, C.I.E. 

Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddln Pathan. 

Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy. 

Or. Kasimuddin Talukdar. 

Mr. Mu. Taufiq. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi Wahiduzzaman. 

Haji Md. Yusuf. 


Ayes being 9 and Noes 30 the motion was lost. 


Mr. LAL IT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I beg to move that the proviso to 
clause 2 of the Bill be omitted. 


Sir, the proviso to clause 2 of the Bill runs as follows: — “Provided that 
the Provincial Government may by notification in the official Gazette, direct 
[that the provisions of any of the Ordinances specified in the Schedule shall 
continue in operation for a further period not exceeding six months if in the 
opinion of the Provincial Government it is necessary in the public interest 
so to do.” 


Sir, n direction may come from the Central Government upon the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister of the Government of Bengal not to withhold conti ol and he 
will only he too glad to follow that suggestion and will not withhold the 
control. He will at once say that the Provincial Government consider it 
necessary to do so. And then there will he another extension for six 
months; and against this we put up an emphatic protest. It is enough that 
rule bv Ordinance should cease and that if it does not actually cease 
altogether, then it should be as short as possible. Therefore, I say that 
it may remain in force for three months and not a day should be extended 
for any one of these Ordinances. With these words I move my motion, 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Amendment moved that the proviso to clause 2 of 
the Bill be omitted. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Hi 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I have nothing further to 
add to the remarks which I have already made and which cover this amend- 
ment as well. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. The question before the House is that the proviso 
to clause 2 of the Bill be omitted. 


The question was put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYE8 — 9. 


Mr. Lafit Chandra Das. 

Mr. Hamandra Kumar Daa. 

Mr. Baitklm Chandra Dutta. 

Mr. Satith Chandra Jana. 

Ral Bahadur Brojandra Mohan Maltra. 


Mr. BIJoy Singh Nahar. 

Mr. Biran Roy. 

Mr. Bitwanath Roy. 

Mr. Birtadra Kfihort Ray Ofctwftary. 
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HOES — IS* * i 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul HaqiM. 
Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

The Hon’bls Mr. 8aiyod Muazzamuddln 


Mr. Abdulla-ahMahmud. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Ral Bahadur Ohirendra Lai Barns, 

Mr. Reafuddln Bhuiya. 

Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rathld 
Chowdhury. 

Mr. Choudhury Moazzem Hoetaln. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Choudhury. 

Khan Bahadur ANIul Latlf Chowdhury. 
Mr. 8yed Fszle Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen, O.B.E. 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Datta. 

Khan Bahadur 8helkh Fazal Ellahi. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran. 


Hossaln. 

Mr. Latafat Hoetaln. 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan. 
Mr. Abdul Latlf. 

Mr. G. Morgan, C.I.E. 

Khan Bahadur Ghyatuddln Pathan. 
Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy. 

Dr. Kaiimuddin Talukdar. 

Mr. Md Taufiq. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi Wahiduzzaman. 
Haji Md. Yusuf. 


Ayes being 9 and Noes 28 the motion was lost. 


Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Sir, I beg to move that in the proviso 
to clause 2 of the Bill, for the words “six months” in lines 4 and 5, the 
words “three months” be substituted. 

£ ^ Sir, I have stated my reasons before that we do not want to give the 

Government so long a latitude for full one year to continue these Ordinances. 
I need not add anything more to it. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Amendrm ‘lit moved that in the proviso to clause 2 
of the Bill, for the words “six months” in lines 4 and 5, the words “three 
months” be substituted. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I have nothing more to 
add to what I have already stated. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The Question before the House is that in the proviso 
to clause 2 of the Bill, for the words “six months” in lines 4 and 5, the 
words “three months” be substituted. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 2 
stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Schedule. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT. The Schedule stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. Das, you move your amendment and Mr. N altar may speak on it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir. 1 beg to move that in the Schedule 
of the Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — 

“194(1 II — the Bengal Civic Guards and Collective Fines Continuance 
Ordinance, 194(1. 

Now, Sir, this Ordinance should not have found a place in the Schedule. 
It is not at all necessary. It is an unnecessary burden on the finances of 
Bengal. Some of the civic guards are not even of ordinary honesty and 
some of them were even found stealing wires and other things. In fact, 
Sir, the duties that are assigned to the civic guards often times correspond 
to the works which are done by the police and the military as well as the 
chfwkidars and others. The civic guards are absolutely unnecessary and if 
they are abolished so much the better for all concerned and also for our 
finances. As to Collective FiiTPs Continuance Ordinance I should say that 
it is also unnecessary. In the Police Act there is provision for imposition 
of collective fines whenever necessary and so far as this Ordinance is con- 
cerned it is out of time I should say. The present atmosphere in the 
province does not require the continuance of this Ordinance. With these 
words, Sir, I commend my motion for the acceptance of the House. 
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Mr® PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in the Schedule of the Bill, 
the lollowing be deleted, namely: — 

“1946 II... The Bengal Civic Guards and Collective Fines Continuance 
Ordinance, 1946”. 

Mr. BIJOY 8INGH NAHAR: Sir, I rise to support the amendment 
that has been moved by my friend, Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. This Bengal 
Civic Guards and Collective Fines Continuanne Ordinance, 1946, was 
introduced at a time when* the war was going on and the Government 
required the help of the people of the different localities in organising the 
safety and defence of the country. Sir, this was an emergency measure. 
This Ordinance was first promulgated in 1940 and this Ordinance of 1946, 
under discussion now, followed suit and gives powers to the District 
Magistrate in a district or the Commissioner of rolice in a Presidency 
Town, as the case may be, to constitute a body to be called the civic guards 
She members of which shall discharge such functions in relation to the 
protection of persons, the security of property or the public safety us may 
be assigned to them in accordance with the provisions of the Ordinance and 
the rules made thereunder. Sir, for these reasons this Ordinance wt^ 
promulgated at that time. That was an emergency and the Government 
wanted to defend the country by the people of the country at that time. 
There is no such emergency now which necessitates the continuance of 
such civic guards. We know that these civic guards were discontinued — 
that is at least what I know of — but why again \ou want to have those 
civic guards? What is the motive behind your action? We know also, 
Sir, that at that time the Collective Fines Ordinance was promulgated, and 
that was promulgated when the famous August 1942 Movement was started 
by the Congress. There was nothing before that. That was meant to 
suppress t lie national movement of the people of the country. Sir, do the 
Government still insist that that type of Ordinance should continue? 
During the riots collective fines were imposed and you have ample powers 
to impose collective fines if such an emergency arises again but there is no 
such emergency now. Then, Sir, it is mentioned that this Civic Guards 
Ordinance extends to the whole of Bengal. Do you want to organise civic 
guards throughout Bengal at the expense of Bengal’s Exchequer or do you 
want to have a dummy show only in Calcutta? Chief Minister has not 
explained that when he moved for consideration of the Bill, did not explain 
wdiat is his intention in keeping these civic guards still in Bengal. Several 
examples can he cited to show what kind ot people these civic guards are 
and what they have done by way of theft, etc. As regards their status they 
are more or less in the category of ordinary constables and they were select- 
ed from out of the people who had practically no work to do and they joined 
the civic guards and the result was that many of them had to he prosecuted 
for various offences including theft of articles which they were asked to 
guard and to see that nothing untoward and disorderly happened to them. 
Sir, this is the type of people who were selected to he members of the civic 
guards. The civic guards of that time were doing rather various sorts of 
injury to the public at least in Calcutta in their own locality; they were 
behaving as if they themselves were the Government and committed various 
zooluwx which were brought to the notice of the Government at that time. 
It was rather a happy augury when the civic guards were discharged and 
the people of the locality were saved from terror of them. Do the Govern- 
ment, does the Hon’ble Chief Minister, the so-called popular Chief Minister, 
still want these civic guards to continue in cities, villages or throughout 
Bengal, just to terrorise people and hold them in awe, and to behave as if 
they were the’ Government? Does the Chief Minister want to have these 
civic guards to maintain his power or to have in them an extra police force 
or military force to protect his own or his party’s interests? We all know 
that the Britishers are quitting India next June, that is, in June 1948. 
Does our present Ministry mean to make over this province to the tender 
mercies of these civic guards? I do not know. Will he kindly explain 
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why they wish to have these civic guards now? We find that there is no 
emergency at the moment and there is no war also; therefore there is no 
necessity for any civic guards of this type. This Ordinance also empowers 
these civic guards in many places to use compulsion on the people of the 
locality to become members of the civic guards or help in various ways the 
doubtful activities of these civic guards. This is really a great hardship 
on the people of Bengal. Although at present there is no war or emergency 
yet they are asked to support the acts of omission and commission of the 
Government. The authorities in the various places are doing at their 
sweet will and pleasure various acts and now by this Act they will be doing 
further and further mischief to the people whom however they are expected 
to guard. In this way Government are forcing the province into a condi- 
tion which is unwanted and which is rather most harmful to the people of 
Bengal. With these words I support the amendment moved by my friend 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 

Mr. BISWANATH ROY: Sir, I rise to support the amendment. I 
find no justification on the part oi Government to introduce these Ordinances 
in the form of Bills in the present circumstances. Before entering into the 
controversial point as to whether this Ordinance should be enacted as 
common law I would like to point out that Government has done a serious 
injustice in not having this measure circulated for eliciting public opinion. 
On the other hand, Government is trying in an arbitrary and in an autocratic 
way to govern with the advantage of their brute majority and is rushing 
this Bill through this House. Sir, it will he admitted on all hands that 
emergent situation calls for emergency law, Ordinance or whatever you may 
call it. I would like to ask Government to say if they consider that the 
present situation in the country is such as to perpetuate an Ordinance of 
this type and to enact it into common law. Surely the Government does 
not feel so weak with its ordinary and special apparatus for maintaining 
law and order, 1 may say so with a particular eve to the budget allotment 
on this particular item, as not to he able to maintain peace and order in 
the province without having recourse to special Ordinance. The war is 
over, time is normal and every one ought to feel comfortable under ordinary 
law. 

It is a matter of regret to note that the Government is completely 
neglecting the opinion of a very large section of people in this province. 
Within tliis Legislature the only course left to us is to record our protest 
but outside the Legislature there is hound to he a reaction which, I am 
afraid, no power on earth can suppress. The Ministry seems to he very wise 
to rush through such legislations hut I wonder whether they at all consider 
what reaction there will he outside the Legislature throughout the province. 
The situation is not at all happy and if the Government goes on in this 
fashion, people will, I am afraid, he forced to go beyond the thin line of 
toleration which still hangs between inaction and dangerous reaction. 
In spite of the fact that it is a one-party Ministry, we on this side of the 
House would still appeal to the better sense and wise judgment of the 
individuals forming the Ministry not to act in such a way as would 
comonly affect the civil liberties of all classes and communities whether 
they he Hindus or Moslems. 

I have been keenly observing the attitude of my honourable friends in 
the European Group too. It is high time that they should rise up to the 
occasion when big political developments are happening in this country 
and surely they may also have a chance to live in this country in peace, 
and should take a cautious mo*e as not to alienate the sympathy of any 
particular section of the people in this country. I appeal to the good 
sense of the members and hope that they will support the amendment. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, the honourable 
members should have no doubt observed that this is a temporary Bill, and 
when the main Bill for the continuance of the civic guards is placed before 
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the House they will have ample time and opportunity of discussing the 
question whether the civic guards should be maintained or not. I never 
realised that honourable members who desire a reign of peace and order 
should be distrustful about the civic guards. There may be some distrust- 
ful and lawless elements — I do not know — and I am sure the honourable 
members of the House do not represent those lawless elements. I wish I 
could agree with my honouiabie friends opposite that the situation in the 
country is normal. Unfortunately, it is not so and the new dispensation 
before us will I hope not set any new fire ablaze. But there are seed§ 
therein of the creation of an abnormal situation. Therefore 1 do not think 
that we can lightly dispense with the services of the civic guards who did 
their best in inomens of strife and stress and into which organisation we 
have been able to harness to some extent the non-official forces in the 
interest of law and order 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Did they help in the riots? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, surely they did. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8. Yes, they did, in the looting in Noakhali 
and Tippeia. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Order, order, the question before the 
House is that in the schedule of the Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — 
* * 1040 II — The Bengal Civic Guards and Collective Fines Continuance 
Ordinance, 11140.” 

The motion was put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES — 9. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 

Mr. hemendra Kumar Dat. 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta. 

Mr. Satiih Chandra Jana. 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra. 


Mr. Bijoy 8ingh Nahar. 

Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray. 
Mr. Biiwanath Roy. 

Mr. Birandra Kishort Roy Chowdliury 


NOE8— 22. 


Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. SuJtanutthn Ahmed. 

Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua. 

Khan Bahadur 8yed Abdur Rashid 
Chowdhury. 

Mr. Chouuhury Moazzem Hossain. 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Choudhury. 

Mr. 8yed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Eliahi. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Abdul Gofran. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque. 

The Ayes being 9 and the Noes 


Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

Mr. Latafat Hossain. 

Khan Sahib Mo^arak All Khan. 
Mr. Abdul Latif. 

Mr. G. Morgan, C.I.E. 

Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

M’. Amulyadhone Roy. 

Miss. Ethel Robertson, C.8.M.G. 

Dr. Kasimuddin Talukdar. 

Mr. Md. Tauftq. 

Haji Md. Yusuf. 

the amendment was lost. 


Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Sir, I beg to move that in the Schedule 
of the Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — 

‘‘194G III — The Bengal Molasses Control Ordinance, 194G”. 

In the preamble of the Ordinance, a copy of which has been circulated 
to us, we find it said that “for control of the production, supply and distri- 
bution of, and trade in, molasses in Bengal” this Ordinance has been 
iniioduced, and they want to continue the control over the molasses. Sir, 
we know how the control of the piesent Bengal Government is giving relief 
to the people. ’Sir, whenever we find control over one thing we see that the 
aiticle immediately disappears from the regular market; black-markets 
spring up and are encouraged thereby; the prices go up anil all the stocks 
in the regular maiket vanish. In clause 3 we find it mentioned “for main- 
taining or increasing the supply of molasses or for securing the equitable 
distribution or availability of molqsses at fair prices”, etc. Sir, we do not 
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know how far fair prices have been maintained and what is the production 
— whether the production is going up or going down. Sir, so far as I know 
'production is going down. As a result of this control the production of 
molasses that was being done previous to this Ordinance has gone down 
and that is not at all giving relief to the people. Sir, the poor people use 
these molasses in their homes for feeding their cattle, for use in their 
tamak (tobacco) which the villagers generally take. They have not got 
ho much money to buy cigarettes as the people of the city could do or the 

members of this House could do. They use these molasses and produce 

their own tobacco at their homes. You have controlled the production of 
these molasses even at their homes. They cannot produce them until you 
give them licences. Sir, it has been mentioned that the Government will 
issue licences, permits or some such thing either for production or for 
storage, transport, etc. That means you are taking away the right, the 

members of this House could do. They use these molasses and produce 

these things at their homes from out of the sugarcane productions or the 
gur productions from which these molasses are being prepared. You have 
taken away their private rights and you are encouraging certain big 
industrialists or the persons who can go round you and dance attendance on 
you, the security permits either from you or from the district authorities 
whom they will satisfy in any manner so that they can have their permits 
and what they do after obtaining the permits. They give something accord- 
ing to the directions of the officials, they give something to the market and 
take away the rest to tlie black-market where they earn more money than 
fair out of this Ordinance that you have promulgated. Sir, 1 know, and 
many of the members on the opposite side also must be knowing, what are 
the results in the mofussil of the enactment of these Ordinances, and the 
continuance of these controls. On account of this control the people are 
handicapped and Government is in a way rather helping the rise of prices 
or the disappearance of these articles from the market. Now, Sir, there is 
a provision in this Ordinance which says that they will keep a staff for 
collecting information and statistics with a view to regulation and prohibi- 
tion, etc. I know that Government always want to increase their staff just 
to please their supporters here and there. They want statistics out of these 
but we have never seen any such statistics being published anywhere about 
these productions or about productions which were then before these 
Ordinances were promulgated and at what rate they are being produced 
now. We have not seen anything of the kind, Sir. There may be a staff 
maintained drawing fat salaries and feeding fat upon the poor people of this 
province. We always see that our budget is in deficit and this is the way, 
Sir, that deficit is being caused. 

Next, Sir, we see that producers are to maintain books and those books 
are to be inspected at any time by Government officers as they please. Sir, 
the poor village people produce their gur and molasses at their own homes. 
Do you expect that they could ever keep their books and accounts and 
maintain cleiks for the purpose just to show them to Government’s 
Inspectors? Are these poor people who anyhow are able to produce at their 
own home some quantity of gur and molasses, are they expected to maintain 
a secretariat staff to keep proper books and accounts? What will happen 
if they fail to please your officers in respect of these records? Perhaps 
they will be fined, or taken to a police-station and there will be scope for 
corruption, and many other things may happen. Therefore these Ordinances 
do not really help the country or the province in the matter of production; 
they do not give the people any impetus for more and more production 
which is required; these Ordinances might have been helpful (luring an 
emergency, during the war-time when Government wanted to control their 
production and sale. But the situation is now normal and more production 
has become necessary but Government want to check such production. Do 
not the Government see that other countries outside India are flooding our 
markets with their products, while they themselves are not allowing their 
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own people to produce more and more. You wan| to control them, to 
compel them to dance attendance at your offices, pay them something and 
get permits from the Civil Supplies Department. Do you want this posS 
tion still to continue and still say that you ure a popular Government and 
rule by just laws? Is this a sample of the process by which you will rule 
Bengal in future and you want our support and co-operation ? We will 
certainly refuse to co-operate with a Government which does not want this 
country to flourish or to produce more and more articles to become rich, 
and rather handicaps them and wants foreigners to send us large number 
of articles to earn as much as they can and I have a suspicion. Sir, as to 
whether they themselves do not earn something out of these things. There 
is a provision which empowers officer to search. We know. Sir, what 
happens in the course of a search. We know that the officers of the Ci^il 
Supply Department generally go to the hats and take over those articles 
from the poor men in the hats armed with this Ordinance and do not allow 
them to be taken from one place to another. They harass the poor people 
by unnecessary search in their houses, entering their house only on the 
pretext that Government have the Ordinance. The Government want to 
rule by Ordinance and harass the poor people in this way. Really this sort 
of control by Ordinances takes away the inherent right of the people — the 
poor villagers — to produce their own commodities for their own use and at 
a time when we want to have our country — our Bengal — to he prosperous, 
rich and happy. We do not want that at such a time these Ordinances should 
exist to retard the growth of improvement and the nroduction of commoditi§| 
required by the people so badly. Rather you should give impetus by giving 
grants to the people to enable them to produce these things, and hereby 
bring money to the people. With these words, Sir, I oppose the inclusion 
of this Ordinance into this Bill. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: A mendment moved that in the schedule 
of .the Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — 

“194G III — The Bengal Molasses Control Ordinance J94G”. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I rise to support the amendment 
moved by my friend Mr. Nahar. To understand what molusses means, I 
would read the definition as given in the Ordinance: — 

“molasses” means the final residual by-product of factories manu- 
facturing sugar from cane, or by refining f/wr, by means of vacuum 
pans, but does not include convertible molasses which are the final 
residual by-product of factones operating on the open pan system”. 
Sir, it affects the poor men. The molasses are used in the preparation of 
tobacco which is generally used by the agriculturists. This commodity is 
also used for feeding cows in order to get more milk-— it increases the 
quantity of milk — the milk which is so dear now — that can he had in plenty 
by the use of this commodity. Then, Sir, what was an Ordinance during 
the war-time was repeated in September I94G and now the Government seel 
to continue the same wdien there is no emergency. How they want to 
control will appear from section 3, sub-section (2), which says — “Without 
prejudice to the generality of the powers conferred by sub-section (/ ) an 
order made thereunder may provide — 

(a) for regulating by licences, permits or otherwise the production of 

molasses ; 

(b) for controlling the prices at whicli molasses may be purchased or 

sol,d ; 

(c) for regulating by licences, permits or otherwise the storage, trans- 

port, distribution, disposal, acquisition, use or consumption of 

molasses M I need not read further. 

Tbere^are also portions as to how to control it. This only shows that instead 
of allowing the molasses to be produced in plenty in the villages they want 
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to manage it in such a way that the people cannot have it in plenty at all. 
We tolerated all these Hardships during the war but as there is no war now 
jyid also as there is no emergency there should not be any control in the 
Blatter of molasses. 

^ With these words, Sir, I support the amendment. 

The Hon* blfl Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I wonder if Mr. Nahar 

will ever realise that his continued and inapt references on every single 
occasion to rule by Ordinance, war conditions, normal conditions make his 
obsei vations unworthy of notice. Increase ot production or lowering of 
production oi making the country rich or Bengal rich or India rich oi Asia 
rich or the world rich and so on and so foith. Now, Sir, molasses is not 
yijr nor is yur molasses, neither is molasses sugar or sugar molasses. 
Molasses is nothing else but the refuse or the by-product of certain 
factories. If the honourable member will read the definition he will find 
it out. (Mr. Lamt Chvndua Das: I have read the definition.) Not you, 
I am referring to Mr. Nahar. You have reud the whole thing and so you 
have wasted the time of the House in citing instances which are in the 
possession of any ordinary member of this House. Now, molasses are used 
ioi the useful purpose of manufacturing spirits, methylated spirit, rectified 
spirit and spirits of other kinds and so it is necessary th.it the distilleries 
should he assured of the supplies of molasses. Therefore in order that this 
most important article most of which is used for medicinal puipo^es is 
assured to the public it has been found necessary to continue in force the 
Jhovisions of this Ordinance until such time as molasses are a free commodity 
xi tid could be moved from one part of the country to the other without 
hurdship. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that 
in the Schedule of the Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — 

“1946 111— The Bengal Molasses Control Ordinance, 1940”. 

The question was put and division called. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: For such divisions I think three mem- 
bers have to rise in their seats. Only one member rose tins time. Thiee 
members have to rise. 


The division was taken with the following result: — 

AYES — 8. 


Mr. Lallt Chandra Daa. 

Mr. hemandra Kumar Dai. 
Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta. 
Mr. Saiiah Chandra Jana. 


Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maltra. 
Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar. 

Mr. Biren Roy. 

Mr. Biswanath Roy. 

NOES— 23. 


Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Mr. Suitxnudthn Ahmad. 

Rai Bahadur Dhirandra tat Barua. 

Khan Bahadur 8yad Abdur Rashid 
Chowdhury. 

Mr. Chouuhury Moamm Hoasain. 

Khan Bahadur A )dul Latif Chowdhury. 
Mr. 8yed Fail# Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. C. E. Clarka. 

Mra. Labanyaprobha Datta. 

Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fatal Ellahl. 

Tha Nonbit Mr. Abdul Gofran. 


Khan Bahadur A. M. 8hahoodul Hague. 
Mr. Uatafat Nossain. 

Khan Sahib Moharak All Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Lattf. 

Mr. G. Morgan, C.I.E. 

Mr. Tarak Nath Mikfttrjtt. 

Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy. 

Miss. Ettal R ItrrUon. 

Dr. Keiimuddin Talukdar. 

Mr. Md. Tauftq. 

Haji Md. Yusuf. 


Ayes being 8 and Noes 23 the amendment was lost. 


Mr. BIJOY 8INGH NAHAR: Sir, I beg to move that in the Schedule 
of the Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — 

“1946 IV — The Bengal Drugs Control Continuance Ordinance, J&46”. 


t 



TEMPORARY ENACTMENT BILL. 


295 


Sir, this Ordinance is in continuance of the Ordinances promulgated by 
the Government of India under the Defence of India Act, 1939, as we fin ($ 4 * 
in the preamble. The Hon’ble Chief Minister pointed out that if India* 
Government withdraw these Ordinances then he would be glad to withdraw* 
them, but it has been mentioned that under rule 81 of the Defence of India r 
Rules they will cease to have effect — (The Hon'ble Mr. H. S. SuHXAWAKDt: 

I never said any such thing). Yes, the Chief Minister had said that before, 
but it is easy to forget. Now, Sir, this Ordinance is being promulgated by 
the Provincial Government and not by the India Government. In this 
Ordinance Government want to have control not only over production but 
also over imports, wholesale or retail sale, etc. They wunt to control not 
only production but also the import, sale and distribution and all these by 
this Ordinance, and I do not know why. We knew that the Government 
of India’s Ordinances were meant during the war lor the purpose of 
military supplies to their own military troops and that is why they gave 
these medicines the first priority for the troops. Foreign medicines as well 
as medicines produced in India, in Calcutta or in any other places, they** 
were taken hy Government under their own control and they were offered 
first to the military and next to the people of the country. That was during 
a war emergency and the imperialist Government had to do all this just to 
save their own face. But there is no war emergency now, the war has gone 
and although the Chief Minister seems to think that there is an emergency 
existing now, (1 do not agree with his view) for which they should have* 
control over the production of drugs 1 do not see eye to eye with him. We** 
know that the chemical factories and the chemical industries are trying their 
hardest to produce more and more but it is the Government that is not 
allowing them to produce hut is restricting them from getting articles of 
manufacture. If they do not get proper articles they cannot manufacture, 
and if you do not give more and more licences to your producers you do not 
get more productions. You ought to give an impetus to the capitalists or 
scientists who want to produce these drugs becuuse we know that it is 
very difficult to get licence tor production oi drugs from the Civil Supply 
Department. We know, Sir, how the Civil Supply Department is working. 
We know why they aie hampering the cause of those industrialists who want 
to bring the public all the>e articles ^Mr. Muhammad Taufiq: What about 
Murk-marketing?) Yes, 1 am coming to that. My friend has raised the 
point about black-marketing. I agree with him and I can cite one or two 
instances. You all know, Sir, that Martin and Harris is a big firm in the 
city which imports foreign drugs. If you really mean business you should 
go and inspect their godown. If you do so, you will find a very large 
quantity of valuable drugs there which have not been released and there* is 
every chance that these line drugs go underground. They are not available 
to the real sufferers. But they go underground and fetch more money than 
the control price to such dealers. That is the way in which black-market- 
ing is going on by your order, and by your action you are encouraging^ 
those business people who are indulging and thriving in this sort of nefarious 
business. It is high time that the people should get the medicine they want 

so badly and it is the duty of Government to see that (The Hon’ble 

Mr. H. S. Suhrawaedy: Hear, hear.) Are you short of hearing? 
(Laughter.) But the Government is trying to handicap the business people 
who are trying to produce more. You are also putting handicap in the way 
of those businessmen who want to import and sell these medicines in the 
market. We know that foreigners are producing more of these drugs than 
before and they. do not want these drugs for their own soldiers or military, 
hut for the sake of their business they are producing these drugs and are 
billing to export them to those places which require them. But by these 
Ordinances necessitating permits, licences and such other restrictions these 
businessmen are being discouraged to export. So you are not helping the 
people #1 the Province to get more; but you are standing in the way of the 
people "Wio are suffering and want these medicines. We know, Sir, that 
J&any doctors prescribe medicines which are not available in ,the market, 

-A3 
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but if one goes to the black-market these medicines will be found in plenty. 
vBut if anybody goes to the shop and want a medicine at control price the 
Wop-keeper says “oh it is not available, all sold out”. They might have 
aold some, out of the stock at a control rate, but the bulk of the stock goes 
Underground to be sold at a very high price in the black-market. Then, 
Sir, for these Ordinances you have to maintain a big staff and you are hot 
getting any money from this business. This is also a heavy burden upon 
the exchequer ol the Provincial Government. When we do not want any 
expenditure made on account of these things you forcibly want to do it. 
The thing is that you have some people in the department whom you do 
not want to displace because they are either your supporters or relations of 
your supporters. If you do away with their services they will go out and 
speak against you. That is why you are afraid to do away with the staff 
of the Civil Supply Department and you want to maintain these people. 
You do not consider whether the people of the city or of the province get 
their medicines or not. I think the main idea behind this Ordinance is to 
^maintain their own people in the various Civil Supplies Department. (The 
Hon'ble Mr. H. S. Suharawkdy: In the Civil Supplies Department?) 
You know better than me. What I say is this that you want to keep these 
‘Ordinances only to patronise your own people. Now, Sir, there is a provi- 
sion in section 5 which runs as follows: “The provisions of the said Order 
as so continued in operation shall have effect notwithstanding anything 
inconsistent therewith contained in any other law for the time being in 
force or in any instrument having effect by viitue of any enactment other 
than this Ordinance. ’ ’ Sir, there is the ordinary law by which the producers 
and the distributors and the shop-keepers are governed but by these 
Ordinances you want to take awa\ the legal rights of those people. You 
want to supersede all those laws by passing this Hill into law. We always 
used to say that the Governor of the province used to do all these things 
and not the Legislature but by introducing this temporary Hill you are 
trying to make this Legislature responsible for all these misdeeds by over- 
riding all the ordinary laws of the land. This is a mo*t dangerous" thing. 
This should not have any precedence over the ordman law* of the land. 

Lastly, 1 would appeal to the House not to pass this Ordinance regard- 
ing the drugs at least. People are dying for want of medicine. The 
Government should withdraw this Drug Ordinance from this Hill. Do not 
pass this Ordinance by mere majority. It will be really taking away the 
medicines from the markets, from the people, from the patients who badly 
require these medicines. I would again appeal to you not to pass this 
Ordinance. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in the Schedule 
of the Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — 

“194b IV— The Bengal Drugs Control Continuance Ordinance, 194(i“. 

4 Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, I rise to support this very reasonable amendment 
of my friend Mr. Nahnr. The Hon'ble the Chief Minister stated earlier in 
this House that by his efforts he had been able to have the mustard oil 
control removed by the Government of India and therefore today it has also 
been removed in Bengal and we are in this happy position at least that those 
who could not pet even a drop of mustard oil is getting something. We 
accept the position that the oil is now available in Bengal qlter the removal 
of the control. In respect of the drugs control the same thing can be done. 
I would request the Chief Minister to go up to the Government of India in 
the same spirit to take away the control from the drugs so that this Ordinance 
at least could be wiped out in' Bengal and we could freely get medicines not 
only in the cities but also in the interior parts of the count ry. If we 
support this Ordinance we would be doing something which would be 
contrary to the resolution we accepted last year moved by Mr. Nur*Ahmed 
regarding the indigenous drugs industry in Bengal and we passed this 
resolution wholeheartedly in this House. We supported that resolution 
f •' # 
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which urged the Government to come forward to help the development of 
indigenous drugs industry in this province. And now l\y this Ordinance* 
we are taking away that facility. Not only do the Government not want 
ito develop our own indigenous drug industry; not only do they not wai^ 
that jnore drug shops should be opened in various parts of this province to 
ameliorate the conditions prevalent at the present moment but they are atso 
going to control the import of drugs which would have normally flowed into 
’this province because everybody wants to do business in this country now 
anih thereby increasing the normal flow. As we could see, in case of some 
consumer goods which are controlled partially, they are flooding the market 
and thfe prices are coming down, even rates lower than the control price are 
prevalent at the present moment. In some cases, even those drugs which 
have gone underground since, on account of their being controlled, could 
be obtained, during the period when the war was on, at even below the 
controlled rate. It is not a fact that all the drugs immediately went into 
the black-market during war-time because of the control enforced by the 
Government of India. Everything would have come down in price if thes<** 
foreign drugs, at least the sulpha-drugs, and other new medicines which 
have been developed during the war period in the U.S.A. and in the 
continent be allowed 'to come freely, to be imported and sold in the provincd 
freely and as a result, many of the diseases which are also the outcome of 
the famine conditions and pestilence in this province could he very w r ell 
tackled. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr. Roy, how long more will you take 
to speak ? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Some 15 minutes more. If there is no time we cun 
take this up tomorrow and continue. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Let us continue this tomorrow. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till 2-15 p.m. 
tomorrow. 


Adjournment 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Wednesday, the 12th 
March, 1947. 
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Members absent. 

\ The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 11th 
Jfarch, 1947:— 

(1) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. 

(2) Sir Md. Azizul Haque, Khan Bahadur. 

(3) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria. 

(4) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan. 

(5) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(fj) Alhadj Yar Ali Khan. 

(7) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid. 

(8) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish. 

(9) Dr. Kumud Sankur Roy. 

(10) Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal. 

(11) Mr. Erie Deruiot Doyne. 

(12) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(13) Mr. L. P. 8. Bourne. 

(14) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur llahaman. 

(15) Mr. Patiram Boy. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Stuion, 1947-No. 16. 


The CorN( il met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ng, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 12th March, 1947, at 2-16 p.iu. being the 
ixteenth day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 62 (2 )(<j) of 
ho (government of India Act, 1945. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Pkasad Sinc.h Boy, k.c.i.e.) was 
n the Chair. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Re-examination of the Post-war Reconstruction Schemes. 

70. Mr. NUR AHMED: un Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the 
Jliief Minister’s Department be pleased to state if it is a fact that most of the 
wst-war reconstruction schemes as printed in the Blue Book published by 
he Government of Bengal were prepared during the regime under Section 94? 

(b) It so, do the Government propose to re-examine these schemes by 
m expert committee consisting of iion-ofKcial members ami official experts? 

(o) If not, why not? 

(d ) Is it a fact that most oi these schemes are preliminary schemes only? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA (on behalf of the 
Minister-in-charge of the Chief Minister’s Department): ( <n Yin. 

(b) No. 

(cl The schemes are always under examination by experts; and my 
•olleagues and I. who consider them in detail in Cabinet Committee, are fully 
n touch with mm-official opinion on policy. Members of the Legislature are 
ifso being consulted in the distorts under the organisation now being set 

ip. 

(<7) Not now. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Have members of the legislature been invited as per 
ns wet (c)? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: They were* not 
uvited hut were consulted from time to time. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Yes, but who were consulted? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: If the honourable 
u ember wants to know' the names, then I want notice. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Are any Hindu members included in that? 1 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Certainly, when the 
ccasion arises and as tbe case may be, tliey are certainly invited. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: There is no question of occasion arising. It is 
fated that members of the Legislature are also being consulted in the dis- 
n ctii; In what districts and who are being consulted, and who have been 
t>H8ulted up to this time and what are the schemes on which their 
Operation has been invited? 

14 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS'.- 

Th* Hon’bla Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEAt Member represent- 
ing a district whose schemes are being considered are generally invited for 

the purpose. 

Mf AMULYADHONE ROY! In which districts work is proceeding? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Almost in all the 

districts. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: I think, Sir, the question should stand over, as in 
fact many things are involved in it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Honourable Minister has replied to the ques- 
tions and I see no reason why it should stand over. 

Mr. BIREN ROY! All right, Sir. I shall then put other supple- 
mentary questions. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
whether he is prepared to publish for general information the post-war 
reconstruction schemes ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: The original schemes 
were published and further details will be published in due course. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Details are not ready then? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: The details are being 
considered and as soon as a final shape can be given to them they will be 
made public. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Are you prepared to admit that 
besides official experts there are also experts outside the official circle? 
Will the Hon’ble Minister admit that? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: What is your point, Mr. Das? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8! My point is: It i> said in (c) that the 
schemes are always under examination by experts; m> question is whether 
these experts are all official who examine the schemes; presumably they are 
all officials? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Yes, normally, they 
are officials but if a case demands outside consultation outside experts will 
be consulted. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: What is meant by the answer “not 
now” in (d)? The question was — if it is a fact that most of these schemes 
are preliminary schemes only, and the answer is — not now. What is meant 
by this? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Presumably it is a 
printing mistake. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will you kindly explain what is the 
nature of the mistake? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: It is not a preli- 
minary scheme. These schemes are being finalised. 

Mr, BIREN ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what 
are the schemes which are not at the priliminary stage at the present 
moment and what are the schemes which are very much advanced? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Sir, it involves 
stating in great details. If the honourable member wants in detail I can 
* u Ppiy them later. 
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•Ir. BlSWA HATH ROY! Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether there are any schemes in the Presidency Division? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Yes, certainly there 
are many schemes in the Presidency Division. 

Mr. BlSWA NATH ROY: Who have been consulted with regard to 
these schemes in the 1 * resident- 3 ’ Division? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: 1 cannot give you 
the names off-hand. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: As the Hon’ble Minister who is replving to the 
question represents the Burdwan Division would he be pleased to let us 
know what schemes relating to that Division came to his knowledge and 
cite that these are the schemes ot his division? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Roy, it is the privilege of the members to ask 
questions for information. But it is not the function of the Opposition or 
any member of the House to cross-examine a Minister — that is not the 
object of putting questions. Asking for information is the only object 
underlying the whole system. It is not the practice to cross-examine. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: I am not cross-examining the Minister, hut 1 am 
putting question to elicit information. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am sure it is the duty of the Minister to give you 
information. But no question should be put in a spirit of cross-examination. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Yes. Sir, there are 
hundreds ot scheme*, such as. irrigation scheme, road development scheme 
and such other schemes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Arising out of answer (r), namely, 
“members of the Legislature are also being consulted in tin* districts under 
t he organisation now being set up", is there any instruction from the 
Government that in all cases members of the Legislature of a particular 
local it\* should be consulted? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Member* an con 
suited whenever occasion demands. 

Sir MUHAMMED AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: In view of the 
tai-t that experts are high how* potter men who are <0 he controlled, is it 
not desirable that matters should not he left entirely in the hands of the 
Aperts hut should he examined hv a Committee or the administrative 
department iiom their point ot view? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: The Cabinet Deve- 
lopment Committee always consider these things. 

Sir MUHAMMED AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Is there no 
likelihood of some of these important schemes being left in the pigeon hole* 
°1 the Secretariat? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: No, Sir. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon hie Minister he pleased 
to consider the desirability of instructing the district authorities to consult 
the members of the Legislature in their respeethe districts with regard to 
the schemes in their districts? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: They will be 
informed about this. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

Tram employees 9 strike. 

63. Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDARS (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Department of Commerce, Labour and Industries be pleased to 
state what steps the Government propose to take to bring about a settlement 
of the dispute between the workers and the management of the Calcutta 
Tramways Co., Ltd., at an early date? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister make a statement explaining fully the 
present position of the strike in question ? 

MINI8TER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE, LABOUR 
and INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed): (a) The dis- 
pute has been referred for adjudication and continuance of the 
strike is now illegal. Government do not propose to open any nego- 
tiations with the workers for redress of their demands until the strike is 
called oft and they resume work. Meanwhile action is being taken under 
the law against those who are responsible for continuing the strike. 

(b) 1 have already made a statement on the Tramway employees 1 strike 
in the Assembly on 18th February, 1947, copy of which is placed on the 
Table. I have nothing to add to it. 

Statement referred to in reply to question No. 63. 

Statement made by the Hon ’ijle Me. Kii\msvddin Ahmed, Minister in 
charge of Commerce, Labocr and Industries Department, Government 
of Bengal, in the Legislative Assembly on the 18tii February, 1947 
Sir, 

I beg leave to make a statement on the Tramways strike which still con- 
tinues. The other day there was a motion for adjournment of the House to 
discuss the matter, but permission was refused. Government are aware of 
the serious inconvenience which is being caused by the continuance of the 
strike, and would like to be given an opportunity to state all relevant 
facts in the hope that their action has the full approval of the House. 

Delations between the Tramway Company and their employees, a> repre- 
sented by the Calcutta Tramway Workers* Union, have for some time now 
been far from harmonious. In 1944 the Union gave notice of a strike which 
was averted on reference of the matters in dispute to adjudication. In 
J 945 the Union put forward a list of as many as 99 demands which had 
again to he referred to adjudication. This time the Union have put forward 
7 demunds including a demand for increment of basic wages and revision of 
scules and grades for all categories of staff and a demand for 2 months’ pay 
to be given immediately to every member of the staff as bonus. The Union 
gave notice on the 7th January that unless these demands were conceded 
by the morning of the 21st January, the workers would resort to a complete 
strike and would continue the same until the demands were fulfilled. 

On receipt of the strike notice the Laltour Commissioner endeavoured 
to settle the matters in dispute by conciliation. He failed. Having regard 
to the importance of the Tramways as a transport service for the Calcutta 
area, he proposed reference of the dispute tor adjudication. When the 
Workers’ Union served a notice to resort to a strike I was in Delhi. On 
iny return T was told that efforts had been made for conciliation without 
any fruitful result. In spite of the adjudication order I called the representa- 
tives of labour to a conference and asked them to come to a settlement and 
accept adjudication orders passed by Government. However in spite ot 
my appeal to them thev did mot accept my advice. I asked them to see 
me again. Meanwhile I sent for the Acting Agent of the Tramway Com- 
pany, Mr. Cross. The Acting Agent saw me. I told hiiii the whole situa- 
tion and asked him as to whether ho could do something in respect of bonus 
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and increase in basic wages before the Adjudicator hears both sides and gives 
decision. He pleaded for time to communicate to the Directors at Home. 
The day following when the workers saw me again at my residence, I 
pleaded with them to grant time and postpone the strike if at all to a later 
date. The workers’ representatives refused to grant any time. This con- 
ference took place one or two days before 21st when the actual strike was 
resorted to. I told the workers’ representatives the position of Govern- 
ment in matter of dispute between the employer and the employee. The 
true course left open is a settlement by conciliation failing that Govern- 
ment could order adjudication. I told them if the Tramwav workers went 
on strike even after the adjudication order the strike would be illegal and 
in that case Government would be forced to take action and that would 
not be fair either to them or Government. They did not listen to my 
advice and resorted to an illegal strike according to the notice on the 21st 
January. 

Government made an order on tin* 11th January appointing Mr. Gupta, 

,i member of the Indian Givil Service and an officer of judicial experience 
with previous knowledge of adjudication work, to adjudicate in the dispute. 

( opie.s of the order were duly sent to the Company as well as to the Workers’ 
I'nion. Government issued a Press * Note on the same day late in the 
afternoon announcing tor public 1 information that the Tramways dispute had 
been relent'd to adjudication and that it was an offence for workers to remain 
on strike and for leaders who are not workers to instigate its continuance. 

Notwithstanding this, the strike commenced on the 21st. On the 2dth 
llon’ble the Cluet Ministei issued a statement deprecating continuance oi 
the strike, and while lie littered a warning against the eonseij ueuees of con- 
tinuance of the strike he made a fervent appeal to workers to resume work 
and wait the Adjudicator s decision. 1 here was no rcsjKUise from the 
woikeis. A few days after the eont inuanee of the strike some Muslim 
workers saw me at my residence 1 told them the same thing that they had 
done an illegal act and advised them to call off the strike and lesiime their 
duties and if they wanted my pet so mil intervention I would he prepared to 
intervene piovided they called off the strike. A few days later the woikers 
suw Mr. A bul Ilashim, the Secretary of the Petigal Piovineinl Muslim League. 
Mr Ilashim had conversation wilh me over the phone I told him the same 
thing that “you will please ask those men to call off the strike and 1 will 

sonally intervene in the matter in spite of the adjudication order bul unless 
<he\ call off the strike 1 am sorry 1 cannot take any action”. The President 
of the 1 nion, Mr. Tsmail, wrote to me a letter on doth Januarv, “Sir, 4 Mir 
representatives had !>een present when Mr. A bul Ilashim, Secretary of the 
Peniral Provincial Muslim League, talked to you over the phone vesterday 
on the fpiestion of settling the Tramway’s strike. Thev were given to under- 
hand hv Mr. Ilashim that you would he willing to discuss with us how the 
(mention of bonus and increase in the basic wage could be settled straight:! way 
even without referring to adjudication. 

If that he so, will you kindly let us know when it will be convenient for 
*‘°U f° discuss with our representatives the above question. ’’ Sd. M. Ismail. 

I replied but no response came from the workers. The reply that I gave 
them was that as the strike had been illegally launched I could not discuss 
''ith them the terms of the demands unless it was called off. The very same 
11 J told Mr. Ilashim “Let the Tramway workers call off the strike 
^Jid then I would be prepared to personally intervene in the matter before it 
goes to the Adjudicator". Even now* my offer stands. What I told 
- r - H ash i m was that ‘ if the strike is called oft f am prepared to meet their 
presc ntatives and discuss with them the question of bonus and increase in 
msic w a g t » ” Well, my doors are always open. I have tried to alleviate the 
oruiitmn of labourers after my assumption of office as Minister in charge of 
a ur. The representatives of labour can see me at any time and tell me 
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their grievances. But in this connection I must tell you that in spite of my 
repeated warnings the Tramway Workers’ Union launched on an illegal 
strike. 

Then the workers approached the Mayor of Calcutta, Mr. Osman. He 
had talks with me and he told me that the workers wanted to see me and I 
told him that the workers were always welcome to see me in spite of the 
adjudication order. 

Four or five days hack some of the workers saw me and they pressed me 
to get their demands acceded to by the Tramway Company. I gave the same 
reply. In this connection I might mention that on these three occasions every 
time new batch of workers came and saw me. The first hatch of workers 
including the Secretary and Achariya came and saw me. The second time 
when the Muslim workers saw me there was only one man of the first hatch 
and on the third occasion when they saw me in my office they were absolutely 
a new group. I told them that “that is not the way in which you should 
behave. Your President who wrote to me and your Secretary and Achariya 
who saw me on the first occasion should have come. Is this the way in which 
the Tramway Workers’ Union should behave I*'” 

The continuance of the strike raises certain very important issues. One 
is that a party in dispute asks to be the judge of its own demands and to be 
allowed to by-pass the machinery provided by law for settlement of trade 
disputes. If the Tramway Workers’ Union will not take part in the adjudi- 
cation proceedings and must continue the strike, theie is reason to apprehend 
that other workers’ unions equally well organised might be tempted to follow 
their example. The other is whether Government are expected to continue 
to condone the commission of an illegal act. Not oul\ workers are refusing 
to resume work, but many others who are not workers are instigating the 
workers to continue to he on strike. 

Government have noticed a statement made by the Union in the Press 
that if their demand for minimum wages was accepted, they might call off 
the strike. The Tramway Company sanctioned a certain increase in basic 
pay from 1st .January. The Union was not satisfied. Now the point that 
I want to emphasise is that there is no legislation which lays down what 
should be the basic wages in certain undertaking or in certain industry. All 
t hat legislation can provide is the procedure to be followed in determining a 
basic wage. The issue regarding basic wages has been included in the 
reference for adjudication and Government have given an assurance that 
they will publish the entire text of the Adjudicator's decision and take steps 
to implement it. The Uompany, l ma\ add, have voluntarily agreed to 
abide by the Adjudicator’s decision. 

In the circumstances what, I ask, is the justification for continuance of 
the strike. This is no case in which a charge can be made of Government 
standing on its prestige. Government have tried conciliation and offered 
adjudication. Government have made repeated appeals to the workers to 
call off the strike. Government have given an assurance that they would 
fully implement the Adjudicator’s decision. 

Government must continue to explore every means of bringing the strike 
to an end. If workers continue to defy the adjudication machinery, Tram- 
way Company will be compelled, as the workers are continuing their offence, 
to terminate their services and employ new hands. 

I might mention that in this country in its present stage of industrial 
development uncertainty of position regarding labour and the constant 
threat of strikes which seemsMo be a part of the programme of work of a 
particular section of labour Representatives is hardly conducive to the 
development of industry. It is impossible to make any headway in this 
country when everything is in a nascent state of existence. I fully realist 
that labour must have a living wage but the Government of the day is not 
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unaware of it. A popular Government is fully alive to its responsibilities 
but at tbe same time it cannot forget its duties to the people so far as the 
governance of the country in a peaceful manner is concerned. I can assure 
the House that this Government after its assumption of office has dealt with 
labour in a fair and square manner and it proposes to pursue the same policy. 

I do not like to end on a note of threat. My sympathy with labour is 
wellknown. I need not cite instances, but even during my short term of 
office I can claim in quite a good number of cases I personally intervened and 
brought about satisfactory conclusion of labour strike. I can mention some 
of these: The Dhakeswari Mill labour strike, The Bata, Bauria Jute Mills 
and a few others. 

I have always tried not only to sympathise with the workers but 
to help them and in many cases I have told the employers that time has 
come that employers should change their angle of vision and look at the 
demands of labourers with toleration and sympathy. I am sorry to say that 
in this particular case I have not been able to meet with any amount of 
success. T have already told the workers that this is a case in which the 
public utility concern and the workers should realise the inconvenience that 
they are putting the public in this matter. Even today my offer stands. Let 
the workers call off the strike and resume work and 1 would personally 
intervene in spite of the adjudication order. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the llon’blc Minister please state 
what steps the Government have taken to persuade the Tramway (’ompany 
to accept the terms of the employees? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: The whole question has 
been leferred to the adjudication — both the employer’s points of view as also 
the employees’ points of view. 

Mr, HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Is it a fact that Mr. Somnath Lahiri 
with Mr. Osman, the Mayor of Calcutta, approached the Ilou’ble Minister 
to negotiate in this matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED: Yes, they came to me. I 
Save always told everybody whoever came to see me in this connection to 
ask the employees to join, because it was an illegal strike, for it has already 
been referred to adjudication. But they do not listen to me. I do not 
know who guides them. Possibly the Communist Party guide them. The 
strike has already been declared illegal. 


Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister inform the 
the House the principle that is followed in regard to these strike disputes in 
( aleutta and in the suburbs? Have all these been referred to adjudication? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, that is a general question. I do 
not think that that question arises out of this. 


Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, you will see- the relevancy after- 
wards when I put another question. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: But the present one does not arise. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Do the Government consider that their 
nuty ends as soon as they refer the matter to adjudication? Why do they 
not open negotiation with the representatives of the workers but only take 
notion against those who are responsible for continuing this strike? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Government asks (he 
parties to come to terms but when that fails the Government has no other 
alternative left but to refer the matter to adjudication. 

t>nM? r " CHANDRA DA8: Does the Government realise the great 

PUOlic inconvenience owing to the stoppage of tramways ? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Government know tlxat it 
ia a public utility concern and that is why this matter has been referred to 
the adjudication. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister please inform 
the House whether the adjudication award is binding on Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Adjudication is always 
binding on Government but when there is difficulty about the terms it is 
for the Government to decide what particular item of the award would be 
favourable to both the parties. 

8ir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: I take it that the 
Hon’ble Minister when lie says “Award” means decision of the adjudication? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Yes 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Have Government put any pressure 
upon the company to see to it that the Tramway Company imported workers 
irom outside and ran the service. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: In view of the reply given by the Hon’ hie Minister 
1 do not think your question is relevant. 

8ir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is a tact that in the past in every 
such case adjudication had been accepted by Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Yes, I may also tell my 
triend that so long as we have been in office all the cases that have been 
referred to adjudication have proved very fruitful. (>nh recently the 
Burnpur case was put before the Adjudicator and both sides came to a 
settlement speedily before the Adjudicator gave the award and all othei 
cases Jlmt came before the adjudicator have proved very fruitful and always 
both the sides have been pleased with the result. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: Will the IWblc 
Minister he pleased to state whether adjudication is the only alternative 
left open to Government in such cases? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Yes. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: As a que stion of principle is invohed may 1 request 
the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of Labour to let us know whether in all 
cases of strikes, in which he thinks on the bc*t authoiin unreasonable 
demands had been made, adjudication is ordered? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Adjudication is ordered 
when the Government finds that both the querrelling parties could not come 
to a settlement themselves. Otherwise why should Government ordei 
adjudication? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: My question has not been properly understood. I 
did not ask whether if one party to the strike is unreasonable in theii 
demand adjudication is ordered, because if both the parties are fighting one 
party must be unreasonable and 1 want to know whether the adjudication 
is ordered in such cases of strike only. Supposing the methars — they arc* 
essential tor maintaining the health of the people of the place by keepinp 
the place neat and clean — of the Calcutta Corporation or any other place 
strike, is adjudication ordered just as is done in the case of the Tramways? 

Tlw Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I could not quite follow 
you. You say both parties may be unreasonable or one party may bt 
unreasonable in making or meeting the demands. For example certain 
demands are made by the employees. Certain demands are met and certain 
arc not. Even then the question of dispute remains. What is left 
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to the Government then? Government cannot tie them together and force 
them to come to terms except by an order of adjudication. They have no 
other course. 

BIREN ROY: That is exactly what I was asking for and I now 
have the answer from the Minister that adjudication is ordered in every such 
case. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDOIN AHMED: Certainly 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will Government take up the Tram- 
ways and run it themselves? Will the Government consider the desirability 
of taking over the tramways and running it for the benefit of the people in 
view of the indescribable transport difficulties they have been put to? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8HUDDIN AHMED: You mean nationalisa- 
tion of Tramways, and other transport services. That will be considered 
by Government. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Will Government please state if in the 
licence granted to the tramway company there is any such condition that 
it the track is left open and if the seiviee is upended for an indefinite 
period of time then their licence will be cancelled? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I could not tell you that 
offhand. I want notice. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will Government consider the de, su- 
ability of taking it up and running it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: You mean transport com- 
panies Government will consider that and very soon Government will let 
Non know what they are going to do 

The Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill v 1947. 

f.L /*!>.«**/ htf flu As.scinhl}/. ) 

Mr. BIREN ROY: I was on my legs la-4 time. As I was explaining 
yesterday, this House will be working completely against the principles of 
a resolution which we passed last year when we were discussing a m n- 
ofheiul resolution on the indigenous Drug Imlnstn mo\cd by Mr. Nur 
Ahmed but I must explain and clear up m> personal position in this respect. 
During the debate which followed, the late Khan Bahadur Momin wonted 
to state in the House that actually the resolution under discussion was the 
development ot indigenous drugs in India whereas the resolution ran as the 
Development of Indigenous Drugs Industry which meant actually the 
manufacture of drugs in this country by indigenous firms and that was the 
accepted \ iew’ of the Honourable Minister m charge of Industry, wno is not 
ill the present Cabinet. So, in view of ‘the fact that we passed such a resolu- 
tion here, we want that drugs should not be controlled and that drugs of 
all kinds in spite of the fact that they were being controlled for the ] urpose 
of the war effort should be allowed to be manufactured by Indian indus- 
trialists. If you discuss actually wliat led to this drug control cider you 
will find that the Indian Drugs Act came into operation in 1940, but within 
three vears, before the Act could l>e given effect to, the Drug Control Order 
by the Central Government came into being and Indian industrialists wri e 
immensely handicapped in the manufacture of drugs because of indiscri- 
minate ideas (rf control, irregular ideas, I should say, which involved the 
schedules of this control order. Now, in schedule («) t l’art 2, we find that 
wtain essential drugs, as for example, pituitrin, aspirin and ho on, which 
^ere manufactured in England or in foreign countries were kept at hucIi 
low level of price that in Part I they were in direct contradiction to the 
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same kind of things which will be produced by indigenous drug industrv 
in this country, althouth those people who actually drew up these control 
orders knew very well that in another section in part III of schedule A that 
regulated the prices of the essential fine chemicals and other stuffs which 
were not available or produced in India and which would only be made 
available to them either by means of permits or practically by forcing them 
on to the black market for that is the only sphere where this agency of 
control would drive them, otherwise it would not be possible that something 
that was available in the black market could not flow into, the real market. 
They procured it at a price much higher than the controlled price and 
drugs produced from such chemicals have to be sold by them under the 
Drug Control Order at a price cheaper than what it would have been the 
price from foreign sources who exported them from the countries where 
those essential things were manufactured. Now, Sir, these were the irre- 
gularities and things which we pointed out at the time, but the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister who is now' at the helm of affairs must be always willing to 
help the people of the province and as he put it himself he was glad that it 
was he who put forth his best efforts to try to do away with the Mustard 
Oil Control Order by representation to the Central Government and has now 
made it possible to flow into this province, why should he not then take up 
this important ouestion of the manufacture of drugs and their equitable 
distribution in the country, but instead, has not, it seems, gone into the 
thing at all. Therefore he w-ants this most essential thing to remain under 
control and in a sweeping way get the whole Bill heard in one day. Unfor- 
tunately we are dubbed as obstructionist* and we have continued tile discus- 


sion for three days. We would have co-operated with his efforts if he had just 
given us an assurance that if we sat round the table and discussed the matter 
amongst ourselves one day and explained that all these things were 
absolutely and really necessary then the Opposition would have co-operated. 
If lie sincerely wants our co-operation then we will gne it and we would 
have withdrawn our “tactics” and allowed him to create a good will so that 
those things which vitally concern not only the Hindus but also the Muslims 
and specially those in the interior parts of the count n. in rural areas 
should be made available much more cheaply and freely than it is possible 
through this control measure. When I say this, I think, I voice the opinion 
of the majority of my Muslim friends on the other side who also want that 
this control order should be withdrawn. Not only that, l know that there 
is a feeling amongst them that there should not be any control but that 
they are goaded to agree to the Government measures just as my friend 
Mr. Nur Ahmed had to withdraw- all his amendments the other day which 
should have been moved for the benefit of the people. I think he should 
he the first person to come forward and state on behalf of the Government 
members that this Bill, at least the Drug Control Order, should 
be withdrawn from the schedule of Ordinances. In explaining my posi- 
tion about this case I would only place one important fact. The fact is 
that there is a surplus of many essential drugs which have accumulated 
after the w-ar not ouly from the military depots and other stockists who 
brought these but there is also a very large stock with the profiteers which 
they want to disgorge. But if you continue this control order these stocks 
will go underground and profiteering will go on with double vigour. If this 
control order is not modified what will happen is that during these clays 
when things should move freely and should be manufactured easily these 
drugs would be scarce and those persons who will have permit or license would 
be selling the drugs at a very high cost when cheaper stuff could be made 
available by importation from abroad. I will cite one case. Sir. Before the 
war Australia used to import Hiot only drugs manufactured in India but 
they used to import a lot of other essential thing*, such as, plants and raw 
materials for the purpose of manufacture of drugs and other things from 
India and also some chemicals. But war changed the whole position and 
now Australia is flooding India with various things including drugs, as the 
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shipping position is very difficult and it is only easier for Australia 
and South Eastern countries to ship goods to India and thus we are being 
made to pay heavily, as a matter of fact double the previous rate, for goods 
manufactured in England and also from U.S.A. and other places. On account 
of dollar control come through Australia, the position of Australia thus has 
become doubly advantageous. 400 millions of Indians have to pay high 
price for drugs which are manufactured from her own plants and for which 
they have to pay twice and more prices on account of this control system. 
Bengal, Sir, is full of various kinds of plant and Mr. Nur Ahmed in his 
resolution tried to impress the House of the utility of these plants and he 
advocated that there should be laboratories for the manufacture of drugs 
from these plants, that there should be research work on the development 
of drugs, but it seems that he has forgotten everything now. 

Then Sir, why is this control? Why do you not help indigenous drugs 
or indigenous drug industries? They should be allowed to develop in this 
country when 1 think you should have them included in (lie Post-war 
Reconstruction Schemes which have been so ably explained in a vague 
way by the Hoifhle Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjea today. If we get 
the medicines it can go a long way in checking the pestilence and various 
diseases now prevailing in our country. Why leave everything in thj* hands 
of the Hildas and others who have already made so much money during the 
war through the medium of the control business. They are bringing in 
medicines trom Europe and Austialia at a cheaper rate and selling them 
here at a higher rate. Mr. Nuhruwardy says that he would later bring in a 
Bill embodying all these Ordinances. That gives us a fright. lie wants 
us to co-operate with the Government. May we ask him to be a little 
Bengali-minded and not Bengal minded? Have the Bengali Muslims pro- 
fited in any way by anything that has been done by the present Ministry? 

1 appeal to him to stand up and say “Yes”. Bengal should he for the 
Bengalis — Muslims or Hindus. If Mr. Suhrawardy agrees to it we Nhall give 
him our co-operation and with our co-operation 1 think Bengal will not lag 
behind any province in India in respect of progress. No, Sir, we shall not 
lag behind any country in the world. The Bengali hoys practically nn parti- 
tioned the pai titioned Bengal and if necessary they will now partition it... 

Mr. PRESIDENT! Mr. Roy, 1 am afraid you are digressing too much 
from the amendments regarding the deletion of the Drugs Control Ordi- 
nance. I hope you will keep yourself oil the subject matter. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: I want the Government to take away at least this 
Drug Control Ordinance. The Chief Minister says we are unreasonable 
but let him l>e not unreasonable in this matter of drugs. If he takes out 
thC Ordinance it would be much simpler. 1 am appealing for the lust time to 
fake out this Drug Ordinance from the Bill. If you do that we shall 
co-operate with you. 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUp, Khan Bahadur: Sir, being one of 

the arch criminals responsible at one stage tor some of the control orders and 
with a good deal of experience as to the working of this Drug Control Order, I 
would only like to speak a few words at this stage. I do agree with him 
that the control measures are not and should not he a permanent feature 
of the economic life of a country and every earnest opportunity should he 
found to decontrol all commodities which have been brought under control. 
The only question is the time and the circumstances under which such 
control measures should be withdrawn. I do not think by legislating with 
■» view to take jmwer from the Drug Control Order it necessarily means that 
Government must necessarily keep control over the drugs over a long period 
"f time. It is quite possible that having got the power Government will 
decide soon after to-day, six months after or later that the Control enforced 
should be taken away hut if this amendment is carried it means the imme- 
diate cessation of the power of control which the Government in the existing 
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circumstances consider necessary. My sole question to-day is whether, 
having regard to the fact that we have been living for some time under a 
system of control, we cannot put up with it for sometime more if it is neces- 
sary Mv friend is perhaps aware of the circumstances under which the Drug 
Control' Order had to be promulgated. My friend is probably aware that 
Bengal of all the Provinces in India is the one place where drugs of all 
kinds have developed. There have been a good deal of researches by 
pharmaceutical firms and chemists and factories and 1 know by personal 
experience that a good number of things on the drugs line were not avail- 
able even at fantastically high prices. I know that people had to go to 
Delhi and Bombay to pay Rs. 400 or Rs. 500 for a lb. of quinine in order 
to keep their factories going. It was under these circumstances that the 
Drug Control Order had to be promulgated. Sir, the honourable member 
knows it perfectly well if lie would have gone to a shop himself during that 
period he would not get even one pill of quinine for a rupee hut if you send 
a servant he would he able to get it at the same price because he would 
bring it from the black market. That was the circumstance, Sir, under 
which the Drug Control Order had to be promulgated. (Mr. Bihen Roy: 
Are suck circumstances prevalent now!*") That is what I am coming to. 
Tlie question is whether we have come to such a stage in which such a 
Control is no longer necessary and my friend as an argument m favour of 
removal of such a control has suggested that we should import a very large 
quantity of drugs from outside. Well, I am astounded at such a suggestion. 

1 know that as a matter of fact a very large number of people employed in 
this country are anxious that no drugs, at least such of those drugs as are 
prepared m India should be imported from abroad. (Mr. Biken Roy. 

Y n u have misunderstood me.) That is a question which will have to be 
entered into on its own merits. The whole point is whether we should go 
on importing drugs from outside although we have the same drugs here. 
My friend knows that lor some time there was free import of all kinds of 
medicines from abroad. By this I do not mean to say that there should be 
no imports at all. But the question is whether as a policy, that is what 
1 am saying, \ou can continue to import things from outside; whether you 
can accept it as a policy that as a matter of fact we will not develop this 
industn within the country and will go on importing from abroad. 
(Mr. Bin ex Ro\ : No, certainly not.) 1 am glad that he agrees with me 
that as a permanent policy we should try to develop the drugs of this country. 
My friend lias again said that the Government should do something as 
post-war reconstruction. Well. 1 am not \et aware of any country where 
reseat < bos in medicines can be done or is done by Government and I think 
it lias alwa\s been left to certain specialists, experts, universities and 
research organisations and particularly to those chemital and pharmaceuti- 
cal concerns which are employed in this line 1 certainly would agree with 
him subject to this that Government should encourage it by seeing that 
those who are employed in this industry do spend a certain amount of 
money for research purposes. But the tragedy in this country is that most 
of oui industries they only know hoW to make a profit and they won’t care 
to know that research is a valuable investment for the purpose of the future 
development of this country. I oulv join with him on this ground and ask 
the Government whether the time lias come when taking away this power 
of control would be conducive to the best interests of the country and if so 
to withdraw the Control. If not — because there is a good deal of difference 
of opinion in the matter of continuing or discontinuing this control — this 
Control Order should be continued and the present Bill is merely to retain 
the power of Government til the necessity for such power disappears. 


Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, may I have only two minutes by way of 
personal explanation? 


Mr, PRESIDENT. You need not give any personal explanation now. 
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Mr. BIREN ROY: I would like to do so because my speech has Wen 
misunderstood by members on the other side. 

The Hon’We Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: W hat do you mean? Your 
speech is on record, and no personal explanation is necessary. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: What is your personal explanation about? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, I wanted to say that it is not 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Well, what you wanted to say and did not say — 
etc., etc., does not concern the House; the House is only concerned with 
what you actually said. 

Mr. BIREN ROY. What I said. Sir. has been misunderstood. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I cannot allow you to make another speech. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, 1 want only two minutes 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: The House has properly 
understood you and you need not 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will you. Sir, kindly allow me to give 
my views? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : No. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: You please take your seat : it is for the 
(’hair to say what he likes in the matter. 

Mr. President, Sir, I rise to support the amendment moved by my 
friend Mr. Nahar that the Drug Control Order be discontinued. Now, Sir, 
it would appear that it is after all a continuance of the Drug Control Order, 
1945, first promulgated bv the Government of India. As Sir Amu I Haque 
has pointed opt the whole question is whether conditions non exist which 
would justify the Government continuing the Control Order. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Das, just one thing. If you cannot finish this 
Pill today by 4-15 p m. t I am afraid you will have to sit longer hours. 
\ ou will kindly remember this point and adjust your speech accordingly. 
There is no option; we have got to meet again. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Why, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Because I am told that the Ordinam *es will expire 
on a certain date and after the Bill goes through this House a Message will 
have to be sent to the other House and the Bill will then have to be tuken 
to New Delhi for the assent of the Governor-General. 

Mr. BEJOY 8INCH NAHAR: Are we res|M»iisible for this, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Not a question of anybody being responsible. You 
* an debate on this matter if you like but the Opposition and the Govern- 
ment must eo-operate on this particular issue lou can defeat any section 
m the Bill or even throw out the entire Bill, but that is a' different 
question. You must, however, sit longer hours and trv to finish the Bill 
today. 

Mr. BIJOY 8INCH NAHAR: Cannot we then express our views? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Aou are not being deprived of any opportunity or 
0 the right to discuss the Bill. But I am only reminding you that if you 
'■annot finish it within a particular hour, you will have to sit again today 
to dispose of this business. That’s all. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: If it comes to that, therL we will have 
to do so. But, Sir, all I say is this, that if these hateful Ordinances go 
then we shall not be in the least sorry. Anyway, if it is to “be finished ! 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: It is the House that will have to decide whether 
these Bill should be passed or rejected. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: At the same time, you will please see that 
as many as ten Ordinances have been put in a single Bill. We have now 
come to the tourth Ordinance and still six Ordinances remain so that it 
may not be possible for us to finish the Bill today by 4-15 p.m. I want to 
speak on the Ordinances because though the Government may be of the 
view that they are urgent, we hold that they are absolutely ' unnecessary. 
It is necessary therefore that we should record our views with regard to the 
six others and for that it may not be possible to finish discussion by 
4-15 p.m. to-day. J 

Tbe non’We Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy: It is quite clear that it is 
absolutely the irrelevaneies and banalities of the Opposition merely for the 
purpose of dragging the proceedings on, that is causing this delay 

,,ri^W PR f E n ,D n NTS -i Mr ' 4 Suhraward -V- I think it is the duty and the 
°«! ( pl '° Sltlu '\, to °PI , " 8e : provided that it is done constitu- 

tumally. So I must give them sufficient opportunity to discuss the Bill 
but 1 must remind the honourable members that it is for the House to dispose 

matter bUSlnC8S wlth,n a l ' l ‘ rtam tlrae iu vi « w of the great urgency of the 

il . M t‘ !" AL, T DA 8: I would like to add with respect to this 

that I do not think that Government lias assigned any good reason whv 

men! 7 ° o N "! U| ' 1 ( 0, ! ,nuu '- 1 1 "as promulgated bv the (iovern- 
lm.nt of India in I Wo and now it is being enforced with certain modifica 
t.on ... Bengal As Mr. A„i.») Haque stated and as s.aMby Mr. jfc 

a tot pa 

,n .% *«.v that public may he benefited. Here, Sir I sh, ul like cr v,! 
certain instances. People of Bemril . m > i . ' 11 . Ikt “ f> m 

tlio ordinary man. Take for instanee^V Ir - ° Un r an \* - art ' 110 t ‘ lva ^ a ^ e to 
is in almost all tiie chemist shoos .mV ! .^ lers Emulsion Tins medicine 

Department makes a genuine attempt to finM^* 1 r f le - ( \ vil Su PP 1 . v 
will be able to do so ^ }b»t V * T 'V h, 1 8 ^^licine in the shop he 

shop he is shmvn a ‘few bJ 1 i! l'™ 1S t,lnt whon ll ° ^>es to the chemist 
the medicine they disappear f<?\o Ut oM ^Tl 1 pul)lir K° <here to Ret 

those who can afT , ^ to n v V r 4 r and is available to 

case of Winkernis air v 1™*. Same is the 

medicines cannot be had at their norm Vl 11 ^ 1 ' ^ ? ther niedicinea. These 

market they are available T h, “ T\l ''""W . But in Mack- 

require but we cannot net themTn "i f V n - lUlm * S Wi ‘ vorv badlv 

necessity of retaining ^SlSna^nA^ What is then the 

on the supply of these medicines The Hon’hll °H ” <0 Xf p - ut - f re * triction 

*“ to •” «■** a, „.w br I- 
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time when there was necessity for enforcing the control order. Quinine 
was not available at all in the province during the war and if quinine 
could not be had poor people would suffer, therefore it was necessary to 
impose control. But now the war is over and all these medicines could be 
imported freely. War is over in 1945 why then is it necessary to continue 
this control order with the effect that poor people of the province are 
suffering? No reason has been given justifying the continuance of this 
control in the year 1947. With these words 1 support the amendimmt of 
Mr. Nahar. 

The Hon’hle Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, I propose to reply to 
this amendment and 1 hope this will be the last motion to which I shall 
reply. 

I am surprised that responsible honourable member should indulge in 
.speaking most arrant and continuing to speak the most arrant irrelevancies 
on the floor of this House for at least 20 minutes without conveying the 
slightest f?ense. 1 wonder if the honourable members opposite will accept 
the dictum of the Government of India. Sir, it is the Government of India 
that wanted us to pass a Bill in this House to empower this Government 
to continue provisions of this Drug Control Ordinance. So, in order to 
take necessary power into our own hands, we have iueluded in a Bill all 
these Ordinances. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in the 
schedule of the Bill, the following !be deleted, namely: — 

‘*1946 IV... The Bengal Drugs Control Continuance Ordinance, 1946”. 

The motion was put and a Division challenged. 

(When the Division Bell was ringing.) 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, inuy I suggest that when 
the members voting lor the amendment are so small in number the voting 
might be taken by show of hands? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I may assure you that it may take more time than 
going to the Lobbies. 

Division was taken with the following result: — 

AYES— 10. 

Mr. Bijoy 8ingh Nahar 
Rat Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray 
Mr. Biren Roy 
Mr. Biswanath Roy 
Mr. Patiram Roy 

N0E8 — 30. 

Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud Sir Md. Azizul Haque, Khan Bahadur 

Mr. Nur Ahmad *Mr. C. J. K. Hook 

Mr. 8ultanuddin Ahmad The Hon’bla Mr. Salyed Muazzamuddln 

Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua Hoaain 

Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya Mr. Latafat Hossain 

Khan Bahadur 8yed Abdur Rashid Khan Sahib Mobarak AH Khan 
Chowdhury Mr. Abdul LatlfT 

Mr. Choudhury Moazzem Hottain Mr. George Morgan, C.I.E. 

Mr. Hamldui Huq Chowdhury Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pa than 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latlf Chowdhury Mr. Abdul Rashid 

Mr. syad Fazla Rabbi Chowdhury Mr. Amulyadhona Roy 

Mr. D. j. Cohan, O.B.E. Dr. Katiruddin Talukdar 

Mr. E. D. Doyn# * Mr. Md. Tauftq 

Mrt. Labanyaprobha Dutt Khan Sahib Maufvi Wahiduzzaman 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque Hajl Md. Yusuf 

The Ayes being 10 and Noes 30 the amendment was lost. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Das 

Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta 

Mr. Satish Chandra Jana 

Rai Bahadur Broiendra Mohan Maitra 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I beg to move that in the 
Schedule of the Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — 

“1946 V... The Calcutta Rent Ordinance, 1946.” 

Now Sir, in all fairness I should say that the Government should take 
this out’ of the Schedule of this Bill on two grounds. The first ground is 
that a Bill namely the Calcutta Rent Bill is still under discussion in this 
House and so the inclusion of this Ordinance in this Temporary Enactment 
Bill in the Scheduled is illegal and the second ground is the ground of 
fairness to this House. First of all 1 desire to draw your attention to 
Section 7-1 of the Government of' India Act sub-section 1 1 ). It runs as 
follows : “Subject to the special provisions of this part of this Act with 
respect to financial bills, a hill may originate in either Chamber of a 
Legislature of a province which has a Legislative Council.” 

Now, Sir, the law' does not say that a Bill may ongiuate in both the 
Chambers of the Legislature of the province at the same time. The word- 
ing i H — a Hill may originate in either Chamber of the Province which has 
a Legislative Council. So far as that Bill is concerned, I mean, the 
Calcutta Rent Ordinance Bill, it originated in thi* House and was referred 
to a select committee. We are in seizin of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, that question was discussed yesterday 
and I do not think you should repeat it to-day. That very point was raised 
so far as I remember by you and 1 replied to that by pointing out that 
Government would very likely as the Chief Minister assured the House, 
place a clause in tin* Bill in the other place deleting this Ordinance after 
the Calcutta Kent Hill went through both the Houses. So I do not think 
you need repeat that now. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: All this I raised, it is true but I did 
so in course of a point of order. But in discussing this Ordinance I am 
also pointing out my view of the matter that it is illegal. All that 1 sav 
is that the Bill having originated in this House 

Mr. PRESIDENT • I am afraid I do not see your point Because you 
have moved amendments, you have accepted the principle that the Bill 
is before the House and the House has a right to move amendments and 
express its opinion, 1 do not think you can raise it as a question as t( 
whether it is competent to this House to discuss oi consider this Bill ii 
view of the fact that the other Bill is pending. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: With due respect to the Chair, what ] 
desire to say is that my amendment is that this Rent Ordinance be deleted 
I may say that here 1 am urging grounds by which Government may 
consider why it may he deleted if they are convinied on the ground o 
illegality as well as on the ground of fairness. My ground is that thi: 
Ordinance should go off the Bill and that is the point that I am urging a; 
to how this Bill having originated in this House should not havt 
originated in the Assembly also. It is illegal and therefore it should b< 
taken off the Bill. My second ground is fairness, that is, it should b< 
taken off the Bill in fairness to us. Honourable members of this Hous< 
should feel the same with me in this matter as to whether in this particulm 
case they should support the Government, this house having the seizin o 
the Bill already. In their heart of hearts they know that it is only fa i: 
that we should pass that Bill; we have already taken it under considera 
tion, and have almost gone through half its provisions and we shall pas. 
it in the near future, but in the meantime this Rent .Ordinance has beer 
introduced ami if it is passe<\ oy the Legislature it becomes law, then i 
w’ould certainly injuriously affect th* position of this House in so far a 
the question of the consideration of the Calcutta Rent Bill is concerned 
It is quite one thing for the Chief Minister to say that he will put in s 
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rider later on that the Calcutta Rent Ordinance in this Bill be repealed 
oure we pan* t lie* other Bill in the regular manner, but in what way will 
tin* Honourable Minister do it!" 

I for one do not understand in what waj we can do it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das you should give up that point. 1 cannot 
allow you to puisne that argument any luither. II' you want to support 
\ i ) u » amendnicnt, please do so. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir. I obey \our ruling. But all that 
1 do say is that there is no reason w by it should not be deleted. With 
these words 1 commend my motion. 


Mr. President: Amendment moved that in the sehedub of the Bill, 
tin* following be deleted, namely: — 

“194b V... The Calcutta Rent Ordinance, 1940". 

Mr. BIJOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, 1 n>e to support the amendment 
lie o ed by my liiend Mr. Das. We have heaid a lot about the Calcutta 
Kent Control Oidinanee. This Ordinance has not given any relict to the 
people who cannot have any house to Inc in Calcutta. In this Ordinance 
we have not seen any ting which gives impetus tor the construction of more 
buildings in this city. This has restricted main things and June given 
< et tain concessions and lights to the tenants only and as such this Ordinance 
docs not give any impetus to capitalist to build more Infuses ui tin* city so 
that the congestion m the i it\ nun be less. ( iovernmeut have not yet 
made any arrangement so that people may get non, cement, bricks and 
I'thei matciials in order to construct more buildings. So unless and until 
these things arc done you cannot renio\e the congestion. Von cannot 
i educe the want of flats and looms in the city id Calcutta. There is 
anothei thing which 1 want to say and that is that the timer nment have 
ii"1 done uiiy thing to remove the tiaiispori difficulty Tliev arc only 
>oi \ ions lor power. Ji suiiicient tiaiispori facility from suburbs is available 
* i*c congestion could have been avoided. .Nothing has been suggested to 
lu\e a subtil ban seiviee for the diveisioii of the congestion fioni the city to 
die Siibuibs. Tile provisions only say that the landlords should not do this 
1 tloit. Tin* p l o\ 1 s joti s do not tomb the tenants. \\ ith these words 1 
" w I»[)oi t the amendment moved by my iiiend Mr Das 


Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, in supporting the amendment moved by my 
fnend Mi Das I would draw the attention of the IToiCble Chief Minister... 

I he Dou ble Mr. 11 S. Sriiu vvv \ki»v . Oh go away.) flow can 1 go 
■"‘•n? I sliall stay and continue. Now. Sir. 1 w liolchc.u todlv support the 
■uiendmont moved by my friend Mi Das Clin* Hon hie Mr. H. S. 
S| Hitwvuifn : Landlord!). Aren’t you a landlord aie’nt you going to 
*" M 1 many things!" 1 do not want to comment on his laudlording 

'■isinessj of the ilon’hle Cliiei Minister, Sn. hut the mam problem is 
dial it is not UJ) to the Hon’ble Chief .Minister to lose his temper. We 
,}r < Sir. much younger than lie in parliamentary attain*. But it. is known 
1 1 all that filibustering is one of the pat hameiitai \ procedure and we are 
^aie miniature and amateur filibusters at that. 


Be do not take much of your time We are taking 5 <>r JO minutes 
'ul you want to stifle that too through interruptions. My main point in 
'backing the inclusion of this rent ordinance would be this: that the 
Government has already wasted not only our time the responsibility of 
i'*h they now want to shelve on us but they have brought a Bill in this 
li'Mise and we ar« in seizin of it. They appointed a Select Committee 
go through that Bill. Much money has been wasted on it. Being not 
s; itisfied with wasting that money fhev are now- adopting another b^kdoor 
policy through other amendments to change the decision of the Select Com- 
•nittee. They wasted public money in giving travelling allowances and 
35 
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other emoluments to certain members attending the Select Committee. 
They have not been able to make up their minds yet. Unfortunately, Sir, 
my honourable friends on the European side supported that... 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Roy, I hope you will realise that we are no) 
discussing the Caluutta Rent Bill at the present moment. I request you 
not to ruler to any incident in connection with that Bill. 

Mr, BIREN ROY; 1 am just impressing upon the House why tliiv 
ordinance should go out of this Bill. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister ha> 
already stated in this House in connection with the illegality of bringing 
in this Rent Ordinance when we have a Rent Bill on the point of ordei 
raised by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das — that he would bring ii; a repealing 
section in the next Bill. But why all this fus is necessary. Much money 
could have been saved by not bringing in that Bill. After we have passed 
that Rent Bill if there be any provisions which will be to the advantage of 
the unfortunate landlords who have been treated like criminals because 
they have built houses and rented them to those who haven’t, these will 
be inoperative and so when a repealing bill will come, it will bring in it^ 
trail a new Bill and another ordinance will come in again. Nothing 
has been done to safeguard the interests of both the landlords and the 
tenants. Nothing has been done by which the landlords can get iron, 
steel or cement from the controllers. Nothing lias been done in thi- 
respect so that the landlords can build more Hats to relieve the congestion 
When a tenant has been ejected he cannot have anothei house and there 
is no provision hy which such u tenant can be helped with accommodation 
and may not be harrassed. There is no beneficial provision in tin* Bill 
Moreover, then* is no necessity foi such an ordinance now. In war time if 
had been necessary. You cannot put forward the plea of emergency foi 
all time to come. Instead of this you should cieate yood will to win back 
the neople. Do not try continue all these ordinance*. If you take out 
all these* ordinances we shall automatically go out. There will not lie an \ 
necessity for ns to speak. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that in flic 
Schedule of the Bill, the following be deleted, namely - — 

“194b. V The Calcutta Rent Ordinance, 194b”. 

The motion was put and a Division taken with the following result 


AYES— 10. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Das 

Mr. Hamandra Kumar Das 

Mr. Banklm Chandra Datta 

Mr. Satlsh Chandra Jana 

Rai Bahadur Brojsndra Mohan Maltra 


Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud 
Mr. Nur Ahmad 
Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmad 
Mr. 8yad Badrudduja 
Rai Bahadur Dhirandra Lai Barua 
Mr. Raajuddin Bhulya 
Khan Bahadur 8yad Abdur Rastd 
Choudhury 

Mr. Choudhury Moazzam Hosaaln 
Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury 
Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury 
Mr. 8yad Fazla Rabbi Chowdhury 
Mr. C. E. Clarka 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutt ' 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. Abdul Gofran 
Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque 
Khan Bahadur Sir Md. Azlzul Haque 

The Ayes being 10 and the Noes 31 


Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar 
Mr. Biran Roy 
Mr. Biswanath Roy 
Mr. Patiram Roy 

Mr. Birandra Kishora Roy Chowdhury 
NOES— 31. 

Mr. G. J. K. Hook 

The Hon'bla Mr. Saiyad Muazzamuddin 
Hocaln 

Mr. Latafat Hossain 
Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan 
Mr. Abdul Latiff 
Mr. George Morgan, C.I.E. 

Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan 
Khan Bahadur Mukhlasur Rahman 
Mr. Abdul Rashid 
Mr. Amulyadhont Roy 
Miss Ethal Robartson, C.8.M.G. 

Dr. Kasiruddln Talukdar 
Mr. Md. Tauftq 

Khan Sahib Maulvi Wahiduzzaman 
Haji Md. Yusuf 

the amendment was lost. 



1947 .] 


TEMPORARY ENACTMENT BILL. 


317 


Mr* BUOY SINGH NAHAR: I beg to move that in the Schedule of 
the Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — 

“1946 VX The Bengal Special Powers Ordinance, 1946”. 

Sir, this is the most dangerous of the ordinances that have been brought 
fonvard before the Legislature. We know that this ordinance was passed 
at a time when the war was going on and to save the Imperialist Govern- 
ment such ail ordinance was necessary in their own interests. But that 
period of emergency has gone away and we do not requin* it further to 
save any Imperialist or any person or policy to maintain such a black 
ordinance. We know what happened to the makers of these ordinances; 
we protested at the time agaiust such ordinances and we wanted them to 
quit India and the time has come now when they are to quit. I would 
warn the Government that if they persist in the policy of such ordinances 
i hey will have to pay very dearly for that and it is no doubt that they will 
have no existence here within a short time. The Government want to rule 
hv ordinances, by force. Sir, the rule of force has failed, the war has 
proved that rule by force no longer pays and it must die. This ordinance 
i" nothing except rule by force. We find that this ordinance is meant- to 
maintain essential commodities to safeguard prejudicial acts for public 
safety and order and so on. The following articles lune been mentioned 
under essential commodities— food, water, fuel, light, power and any other 
thing essential for the communities which have got. to he maintained and 
safeguarded. 

Sir, what is the fear that these essential commodities arc in danger of 
being (Here the honourable member stopped speaking) 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Go on Mr Nahar. 

Mr. BIJOY SINGH NAHAR: How can I go oil, Sir, when the Chief 
Minister is talking with you and not heanng what I am sasing. It is the 
duty of the Chief Minister to hear 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not care 

Mr. BIJOY 8INCH NAHAR: You should care... . 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Nonsense. . . 

Mr. BIJOY 8INCH NAHAR: Sir, I strongly protest against, the 
» '-marks of the Chief Minister. He said nonsense. Is Ik entitled to say 
that!*' Is it parliamentary? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The proceedings ot t fit* House should 
be carried on with decorum and with mutual courtesy. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: As I was say ing, Sir, this Ordinance 
i' an ordinance by which the Government want to rule by force. We fi u < i 
in section 2 of the Ordinance mention of the special commodity. It savs 
essential commodity means food, water, fuel, light power or any other 
thing essential for the existence of the Community which is notified in this 
behalf by the provincial Go\ eminent”. Then. Sir, it is provided in the next 
- bnise that “to cause disaffection among, or to prejudice, prevent or inter- 
h“re with discipline, health or training of or the performance of their duties 

"1 public servants ”. Why does lie want power like that? Does he 

bar that there would he interference with the duties of the public servants? 
Gn the other hand time has come when every one should allow the public! 
“crvaiits to do their duty so that the administrative work may be smoothly 
' arried on. But why should we then have such an Ordinance in which 
somebody may come and interfere. Then, Sir, what has the health of the 
public servant got to do with interference. Is there any fear that some 
officer may be poisoned and it can prevent somebody to give poison to the 
officer? I think, Sir, the whole thing has been copied out from the Govern- 
ment of India Ordinances. Then, in section 2(f) it is stated — “tc 
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cause or produce, «r to instigate or incite, directly or indirectly, tin- 
cessation ,5 work by a body of persons employed m any place of employ- 
meut in which one hundred persons or more are normally employed , etc.. 
et<* We find that now-a-day* there are labour movements, lneie imi ; 
be strikes on account of grievances. Does lie want to say that bv tin- 
Ordinance he will control strikes- does he tlmik that the labourers should 
not iiave an\ right to have their own condition improved and their pn*- 
peets in life befteied? Does he want to <ontrol the labour movement h\ 
this Ordinance!' Does lie want that there should not be any giievanecs ot 
the labourers and they will submit to everything that their employers dor 
The labourers ha\e a right to exist: thex have a right to li\e like men and 
not like so many slaves as was previously the case in the old regime. r l he 
time has changed and we do not want our labourers to he what they weie in 
the past. Next, Sir, (’haptei If provides for the prohibition of prejudi- 
cial nets, publications and communications. Docs the lion ble Thiel 
Minister fear that there will be civil war? Does he fear that then* will 
he civil war against the present Ministry and In* wants to safeguard the 
present Ministry by these Ordinances? Well, Sir. il then* is * * i \ i I wai 
this Ordinance would not help him in any way. This ordinance would noi 
help him if tin* people reallx rise and lexolt against the tyraiin\ ot the 
present Ministry. If the people realise that thex will he ruled hx 
Ordinance the\ will always come and protest and rise against the MuiHin 
in s])ite ot your Ordinances, bullets and gun shots. 


Tliev have shown tliat tliev can lise against these thing'- and 1 wain 
you that they will do it again in future if occasion arises Tim oidinam 1 
says “No person shall, without lawful authoiitx or c\< in*, (a) do an\ 
prejudicial net. “ I do not undei stand what it means 1>\ the won!- 

“without lawful authority'. Does the (iovei nmeiit saiietion ;tn\ prcjudi- 
cial act b\ their lawful authoiitx or what? Docs ( ioxernnienl mean th.n 
they can allow aiiv person to do anx prejudicial act b\ lawtu! authontx" 
do they allow certain persons to do piejudicial acts and prexent othcis horn 
doing the same? There is no sense no head oi tail m it Section i ( / h l > ' 
savs make, print, publish or distribute anx do< uineiit < 'J> 'Un- 

author. editor, jointer and nublishet oi, and anx poison who otherwise 
makes or pioduees anx prejudicial report ” We haxe seen how tar the 
(Government have been able to control these things \\ heiiexei tliev had tried 
to control they failed. There were leaflets distributed unauthorised 
literature was distributed. Nmv, Sir, at that time we were fighting against 
bureaucracy to dnxe the foreigners out. We wanted to rule oumelve* 
If you now want to introduce this ordinance xou will further incite them 
We know the (Government which rules least rules best The country which 
is least mled is the best country. 


Il -eems that lix this ordinance xou want to create an atmospheie t li.it 
something is going to happen. Sir. Thaptei II deals xvitli jmblie sifetv 
and order. Section 1 0( /) savs “The Pioxmeial (to\ernmen < max. foi the 
purpose of securing the public safety, or the maintenance ot public ordei . 
by general or sj>ecial order, prohibit, restrict or impose conditions upon, 
the holding of or taking part in public procession*, meetings or a-scuddies" 
Sir, I do not see anx argument in introducing thing* like these. In tlm 
Punjab the Muslim T ^eague Party wanted to icniovc section 141, thex 
agitated and thex have been successful Heie we find the same pa rt > 
wants to continue section M4 or restriction of civil lihe'rtic*. This is most 
shameful and scandalous. We stiongly deprecate things 1 ik<* these. Not 
only that, in sub-section it s;i\s even in private places xou cannot hold 
a meeting. 


Sir, this is another clause .which is very dangerous. It might be that 
in one place people have gathered to express their views against the present 
rule of the Government or some misdeeds of the Government or Government 
officers aud they want to express their views or where necessary to bring 
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their views before the Government. But the officer in charge of the place, 
if a whim comes to his mind, that this will go against him personally or 
some other officers he will go and interfere with the gathering; he may 
not allow the people to assemble at a place to express their views even 
before the Government So, Sir. this is a most dangerous clause. 1 do 
not know whether our friends on the opposite side have had ever gone 
through these ordinances; otherwise the\ would have forced their Ministry 
not to place tin’s ordinance before any legislature. This is a shameful 
ordinance plated before this Legislature. The next point is Sections 11 
and \'2 — Lula w ful Drilling and 1 noflicial rmtornis. They want to control 
the drills which were unlawful. Sir. these drills and uniforms were 
thought unlawful at the time of the war because (be British Government 
in Tndia did not want that any other pally or body should have their own 
people, should have then men trained or umlormed because they migM 
conic and represent the mihtan or ha\c their own military. But now w* 
find that many parties, main associations an* having diills. scouting 
organisat ions and other things. You want to ban these things by these 
clauses Sir, what happens to-day!" We find that the Muslim National 
Guard is having diilL and paiades in uniform, similar to those uniforms 
of the militan, in the public streets of Calcutta. Do \ou want to slop 
this or do \ou want them to continue!" If it is in tin* mind of the Ministry 
that they wan! to allow the Muslim National Guard to continue as it is 
and then- ma\ iml he anx other partx or am olhei organisation. Sir, we 
on this side of the House sfronglv protest against this if there be any such 
thing in the mind of the Government If there is no such thing in their 
minds why these clauses 11 and I*.?!" Clauses 11 and LJ sav that you should 
not have any uniform like the militan or any drill. Is if because you 
want to ban the Scouts and other tilings’" The Go\ernnienf mav or may 
not recognise that the people want then youngsters to Ion hi drills. You 
are doing- it; others are doing it AVli\ do \ <*u want to stop them? I 
hear the Chief Ministei sav that I want to talk out. f am not talking out. 
Tie is talking out I am \er\ briefly commenting on the clauses that, 1 
find heie and \mi should ha\e patience to hear me. 


Next comes r lame ]!> It is also a \en hig clause It gj\cs power to 
MMjiiire file assistance of certain prisons. It leads “Any officer of Govern- 
ment aiifhniisri! in this liehaM h\ geiieial oj special onlei of the Brovineial 
f lovern m»*nf max, within such aiea as max be specified in the older, require 
mix male person m that aiea to assist m the maintenance oi lestoration of 
hnv and oidei nr in the protection ot pioprrtv for such period and in such 
manner as the offieei max direct” Sir. what is this?' You want or rather 
you will force the people to protect this and that property b\ this law. I 
cannot understand ibis arhitiarx power. You ha\r \our own police and if 
m the bminden < 1 1 1 1 \ of a Goxeinmenf which gets its levenue from the people 
to give protection and to protect the people and then properlx. Bv this 
ordinance \ou force the people lo project this or that property. I cannot 
at least understand anx sense behind if and in blindly eopxing the old 
ordinance without going through i< And if anx person fails to comply 
with anx lawful direction gnen to him he sh ;i || he punishable with 
imprisonment with or without fine. If anx older is gixen to me, I will say 
1 refuse it and if the Government g-ixes sm It an order 1 may refuse if ; 1 may 
refust* if on personal grounds; on sentnimntal grounds; I refuse it on political 
grounds to safeguard some interests of Government. If is reallx doing harm 
h* me to force on me an order, and for non-compliance of which to imprison 
me because I am not doing something winch m to their interests or which 1 
may be incapable of. Here they have mentioned that they will fine or 
imprison those who do not carry out their or their officer’s order to do n 
thing. AYhnt is this. I ask. Sir!" f -,iv that if bv these Ordinance*, by 
these Rules, you want to govern the province. \ou want to have power over 
the province you will never have it. You cannot imagine to have it. 
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If the Government so think, they can do many things out of these rules 
and ordinances hut they will have to reap the consequences of such laws 
which they are now going to enact by force bv limiting the time for .Us- 
mission an* we have just heard from the President that we shall have to 
finish it this dav. If the time is short, we cannot properly consider and 
discuss the hill or see whether it is really in the best interest of the country 
or against a large section of the people. If the Government think that 
they will he able to govern in this way, then they are living in the Fool’s 
Paradise. Such ordinances affect large sections of this huge population 
of flic province. If the people refuse to he governed by ordinances you will 
have no power you may remind yourself of the fact that a very powerful 
nation is now preparing to quit India. If, in spite ol all this you still want 
to rule by force then you will miserably fail. I would therefore urge upon 
the Government to have better sense and to rule by love and not by ordi- 
nances, with the co-operation of the people, with laws passed by the 
representative# of the people, and that if ordinances are the sheet anchor 
of their rule, then they should be thrown out and that is win 1 urge that 
this ordinance should be deleted out of this Oidinances Temporary Enact- 
ment Bill. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in the Schedule <f the 
Bill, the following he deleted, namely: — 

4< 194fi VI — The Bengal Special Powers Ordinance, 1940” . 

Mr. LAUT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I rise to support the motion of my 
friend, Mr. Nahar that the Bengal Special Powers Ordinance be deleted. 
Now, Sir, sonic of the members of the Government party were seen to be 
jubilating over some of the provisions of this nidi nance and we an sun* 
that when this particular issue goes to vote they will support the Govern- 
ment and give their vote for this ordinance. But, Sir, tlr*v can \<dy for 
it only under one conviction and that certainty is that none of the provisions 
of this law will ever bo applied against anv member of the Muslim League 
party. It is only that belief, Sir, that could induce sensible persons to give 
their vote for such a drastic measure as this. 

Sir, a new situation has arisen in India, and the situation L that the 
British Government is going to quit India and transfer power either 
to the Central Government or to the existing Provincial Governments or 
to some areas where they think fit and proper. Sir, this is the situation 
Now, the Muslim League Government is going to take powers in Bengal 
under tin* Bengal Special Powers Ordinance, power* which are drastic 
that if it suits their convenience and interests they will apply them against 
the party which is in opposition, and that party which is in opposition is 
the Congress Party, a party which is other than the Muslim League party. 
We want to know the attitude of the League towards the non-Muslims, as to 
whether as a matter of fact they will share power with them: this is what 
we would like to know. We know that quite recently the Hon'hle Thief 
Minister had been to ltajshahi where he himself expressed that one party 
rule should not go on in the way in which it is going on in Bengal. 
There should be u Government of all parties This is not all. We want 
something more. What we want I may say categorically here. We want 
to know whether this Government will apply the provisions of the Special 
Powers Ordinances against us. That is a thing we want to know. It is 
not enough for the head of the Muslim League Party or the Thief Minister 
to say that they are not against all-party Government. We want to know 
whether Government is prepared to shed its colour of communal ism, we 
want to know whether the Government is prepared to give a gobv to com- 
munalism. We want to know whether his party or his Government is 
prepared to accept joint electorate instead of separate electorate just to 
bring the two opposite parties together. We demand 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das we are not discussing the general policy 
here. I hope you will confine your arguments to the amendment before 
the House now. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It is for the purpose of explaining why 
we are opposing the Bengal Special Powers Ordinance it is necessary for us 
to ask the Chief Minister all these questions. If a straightforward satis- 
tactory answer is given by the Chief Minister with regard to the points I 
have given, then there is some chance of the passing of these provisions. 
We should like to have a definite answer from the Chief Minister. We 
want to know whether there will be an) change of heart. Take for instance 
we want to know' whether instead of communal Government there will be 
an all-party Government representing equal number ot League and non- 
league parties. Whether the Chief Minister should he appointed alter- 
natively from League and Congress and whether theie would be joint 
electorate? Whether all appointments in the public seivice should be filled 
by competitive examination conducted by a uou-commuual independent 
Public Service Commission. Then, Sir, we want that Bengal should 
1 emain a part of the unified Central Government. We want to know if 

this Government would weld to these point**. We want to know whether 

this special powers ordinance should he enforced. For instance we want 
to know whether it would be possible to take out procession or to hold 
meetings to ventilate the grievances of the political parties. Will this 
Government allow the Opposition these facilities? Now, Sir, the time is 

vt ry important and we should not lose a moment, we want to know whether 

if we hold meetings and take out processions will this Government let loose 
upon us their police officers and military ? Cnder section 18, power of 
detention has been given to the police. It is a very general power and the 
police can detain anybody and arrest anybody and harass him if they like. 
These are, Sir, \eiy dungciou.** prowsioriv There are many such drastic 
provisions in the Oidinances and we should like to know whether they will 
be enforced on us it we take out processions and hold meetings in order to 
criticise any acts of this Government or demand out rights in view of the 
coming events. Then* are some other points but those points have been dealt 
with by Mr. Nahar. 1 would however refer to section Id of the Bengal 
Special Powers Ordinance which says — “Ji any persons when required by 
or under any ot the provisions of this Oidi nance makes any statement or 
furnishes an\ inhumation which he knows or has reasonable cause to believe 
to be false or not true, m any material particular, he shall be punishable 
with imprisonment for a term which may extend to three years or with 
fine or with both”. 

Now, Sir, this is a very dangerous piovision. In the Indian Penal 
lode there is one such provision in regard to the making of false statement 
after taking oath in a court ol justice. Suppose a police officer takes a 
statement and it enter.** into his head that the statement is not correct then 
the man who gives such a statement runs the risk of prosecution and may 
have to go to jail for a period which may extend up to three years. Now, 
m any body safe under this section 15? Mr. Nahar has referred up to 
section id. He has not mentioned all these things. Grider section 18 
again we find “Any police officer not below the rank of Sub-inspector, or 
any other officer of Government empowered in this behalf by general or 
special order of the Provincial Government, may arrest without warrant 
unjv person whom he resouably suspeets of having acted, of acting, or of 
being about to act, — 

(a) in a manner prejudicial to the public safety...” 

Sir, is not this provision very dangerous? Not only by this section 
and by other sections also the present Government may put to jail a body 
of persons leading an agitation but it may prevent the press also which is 
the defender of public rights and liberties from publishing any such thing. 
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By sections 7, 8 and 9 they can. gag the press. Sir* should the press be 
gagged at a time when great changes are ahead, when the press should voice 
the feelings of the public?' Under section 9 the power to impose censorship 
has been given. Under sections 7 and 8 even true information cannot be 
published for the simple reason that Government may think that that will 
be prejudicial to public safety — a convenient expression to covet many*acts 
of omission and commission of the Government. Sir, the executive should 
not be armed with more powers than are absolutely necessary. Ordinary 
laws are enough for them. They have enough power to suppress the 
Uazongs in Mymensingh or to shoot the students in Calcutta, or iu the 
Tebhaga movement. They did not require these extraordinary ordinances 
for that. They are doing all these things under the ordinary laws. If this 
is passed we suspect, and very reasonably too, that this ordinance will he 
used against the political opponents of the present Government. Otherwise 
I cannot for a moment think how the supporters of Government are going 
gladly into the lobbies to vote tor the continuance of this ordinance. 1 
submit that the Executive should not be given any more powers than are 
absolutely necessary. They have already got wide powers sufficient for the 
purpose of currying on the administration. 1 submit again that at such a 
time — at such a tremendous time-- when we are passing through a period 
when the history of a nation is going to be made this executive Govern- 
ment which is so hostile to the political aspiration o! another partv should 
not be given the powers envisaged in this ordinance 

With these words, Sir, 1 support the motion. 

(Mr. Birkn Roy rose to speak). 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You will not take long 1 believe. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: I shall be very bnet, Sir. 1 shall take about three 
minutes. 1 want to put a question to the Hon’dde Minister in charge ot 
this bill, lie stated before that it was on the direct i\e o! (he India Govern- 
ment that this continuing ordinance practically is being brought up before 
this House. Why our Mr. Suhiuwanh , the Chiei Minister, is so weak 
and submissive to the Central Government on this aspect!*' Wh\, when he 
knows he 1ms power enough -and he stated m (his House on a previous 
occasion that he is preparing tor Pakistan to fight the ('ongics*. and the 
British alike, he needs to be armed with the Special Powers Ordinance 
which was necessary during the war!" It is not neccs>aiv an\ longer. II 
it is mccssaiy even being a majority parly which leads, to stitio us oi gag 
us members of this side of the House, then 1 think the Government is very 
much mistaken, lie wanted our goodwill and eo-opeiatnm and we again 
appeal to the Chief Minister why do \ou submit to tin* Central Government 
now? You can protest sa\ing that we do not want to be aimed with any 
such thing. We are in a majority and we are popular, we can continue 
our rule with the goodwill oi the people and we need not be aimed with 
special Ordinances. My friends Mr. Has and Mr. Xahar have explained 
in detail the various provisions in the clauses ot these ordinances. So I am 
not going into the details. 1 would submit in him to withdraw this 
ordinance from the purview ot this extending Bill. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : I believe that all Provin- 
cial Governments have armed themselves with similar powers. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. As the discussion is not yet com- 
plete I propose to adjourn the Rouse now till 8 p.m. to-night as the Bill 
has got to be fiuished, and thtvother House is to meet here within a few 
minutes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8* To this I beg to say that it will not be 
possible for us to come again. 
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(adjournment*} 

The Council j§en alljourned till 8 p.m. the same day. 

4 > ‘ . 

(After adjournment.) 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Mr. President, Sir, Permit me to make 
a statement. I think you will he able to finish the business very soon. 

Sir, I am constrained to lodge a definite objection to the procedure that 
has been adopted by the Chair in muzzling the public opinion and stilling 
the voice ot the Opposition in respect of the black Hill which seeks to lega- 
lise the arbitrary and the executive orders of the Government in the form 
ot an omnibus Act. An attempt has been made to legalise ten arbitrary 
black ordinances which are calculated to interfere with the civil liberties of 
the people and to perpetuate a reign of terror in Bengal by giving legal 
sanction to those ordinances. % As a representative of the people and on 
behalf of the Congress party which 1 have the honour to represent here, 

I owe a duty to myself as well as to the people of Bengal to ventilate these 
gnevanccs and protest against the high-handed actions ot the Govern- 
ment in attempting to rush through this lawless Hill in a manner prejudi- 
cial to the best interest of the people at large*. 

Moreover, the Congress party has heretofore oo-operuted in the normal 
business ot the House. But we are painfully siirpiised to find that the 
Chair in contravention of the established canon oj justice, has fixed up a 
mght fitting ot the House without consulting the Opposition, specially 
with ihc avowed object of rushing through tin* Bill ir an indecent haste at 
the behest of the Government And moreover we aie considerably handi- 
capped tor lack ot traiispoit facilities caused by the continued strike ot the 
tram and continued overcrowding- ot the vehieului tratfie, manifestly due 
to the apathy and ineompeteiire ot the admiuish at ion Sir, you gave a 
definite understanding to the Secretary of out party that there would be a 
continued sitting this afternoon until the business yvas finally disposed of, 
but euiioiisty enough, yyilhout consulting the Opposition you changed our 
opinion and suddenly adjourned the House to S o'clock tonight in order to 
accommodate the Government in their anxiety to get this black Bill passed. 

( inlet these (*n eunist.mees, we regiet yve cannot take anv further part 
tonight in the proceedings of the House and we theielore withdraw under 
protest . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das. yvill you kindly resume yowi seat so that 
I may say a tew words? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Hut, Sir, yve ate withdrawing. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT* Hut before you withdraw, please heir what I 
propose to say. You can withdraw if you like, but I hope you yvill he good 
enough to hear me fiist. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, my party members are insisting 
and therefore I am afraid I cannot oblige you. My party members are 
urging me to withdraw. 

Mr. CHOWDHURY MOAZZEM H088AIN: The* are terril.lv afraid. 
Sir. 

<The (Jongiess party then withdrew from the Chamber.) 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: . Order, order. I think 1 owe it to the House to 
explain the whole position. It was never the intention of the Chair to 
muzzle the opposition. I am sure everv member of the House will agree 
"lth me that the Opposition has been allowed the utmost facilities in mo v- 
niff motion*, in supporting and speaking on amendments I made it 
abundantly dear that if the House did not finish the Bill by 4-15 p.m. this 
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«ltertfoon it would be necessar^to sit again And i*%a* telijmof^to tha 
members of the Opposition that the atfttn&ff the opier^ouse *intaiwenes, 
so naturally we would have "‘to sit after tlfft sitting hRir + a4#i ot ^ er 
was over. Jt is the duty of the (’hair to see. that the buitfaeadSof the House 
proceeds. The (’hair is not in any way interested in the result of Unvote 
or the discussion, i.e., whether the Bill is accepted 'or defeated. But it is 
definitely the duty of the Chair to see that the proceedings of the House 
are iSbt hampered in any way, and taking into consideration the convenience 
of all parties, the Chair fixed 8 o'clock tor re-assembling of the House. 
May I now have the opinion of the Hon’ble Home Minister whether we 
should proceed w r ith the Bill tonight in the absence of the Opposition or 
give the Opposition an opportunity to come back? * 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I fear I must adopt the 
view' that we should proceed with this Bill aud finish it in the course of 
this evening. It is unfortunate that the Opposition have thought it 
advisable to withdraw from the House, but it was clear to us that they 
were adopting and intent on adopting delaying tactics in order to delay the 
passing of the Bill. You can see, Sir, from the speeches that were being 
made on amendments that some members were speaking in a manner which 
show’s that they were not serious but they were taking a great deal of time 
in the course of their speeches. If 1 have felt at all that their withdrawal 
was justified, or if I felt at all that 1 had in the least stopped them from 
speaking, ] would under the circumstances have most certainly requested 
V<m to adjourn the House and give them another opportunity to come back. 
But apart from the tact that the Bill must go to the other House and must 
receive the assent of the Governor-General and be published in the Gazette 
before the 17 1 h of this month — and we have very little time to do that — 
apart from that fact, I feel that enough has been said on the floor ot tins 
House in respect of each ot these items and the Opposition has gained its ob- 
jeef and nothing really would come out of it it the meeting is suspended till 
another day and the Opposition is given a further opportunity to discuss 
the matter. J therefore feel t hat in the circumstances J will humbly 
request you to proceed with the Bill. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: 1 quite appreciate what has been said by the 
Hon'ble the Home Minister but at the same time 1 would just like to know 
if we take tin this Bill tomorrow morning and try to finish it, will there be 
much difficulty in getting the assent of the Governor-General in time. I 
think still there would he 5 clear days available for the purpose. 


The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8uhrawardy: Sir, it has to he printed by the 
Kith and it must be published on the 17th March. Tomorrow is 18th and 
there is no certainty that the Opposition will not adopt the same procedure 
ns they adopted today, namely, three or four members will speak for long 
hours and repeat the same arguments on each of these amendments. There 
is no guarantee that the Bill will go through tomorrow. As a matter of 
fact, you, Sir, found yourself, if 1 may presume to say so, absolutely 
helpless today before tkem w’hen they insisted on speaking as long as 
possible on each of these amendments although it was quite clear that they 
were repeating the same things over und over again. It was very clear 
that they were not prepared to deal with this subject, if I may say so, in a 
co-operative manner. They knew that it would embarrass the administra- 
tion considerably it they could somehow or other impede the passage of th‘ j 
Bill and make it difficult if ugt impossible to get the Governor-General’* 
assent on it in time. Their purpose for the last few days has been nothing 
else but to drag ou the consideration of this Bill. These are the facts. Sir. 
H vmi adjourn the House till tomorrow there is no guarantee that the Bill 
will be passed tomorrow . * 
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MtW P WS^Elfft ft &true that thete is no guarantee. I quite agre#. ; 
Bu^doirt yo irllliink^that the vpffffcsition should oe given another oppor- 
tunity to I will just request you to consult the administrative 

officers whelher it is absolutely impossible to get the assent in time if the 
Bi%ds finished tomorrow. 

The*Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY : The position is difficult 

Because if it is actually passed tomorrow by this House it will go* to the 
Assembly before it can be forwarded for assent. Only if it is passed at 
any time before the Assembly meets it would meet the situation. If you 
are, Sir, so very, if 1 may say so, inclined to give them another oppor- 
tunity, may I suggest that the House may meet tomorrow at 9 or 10 o’clock 
so that even if they adopt dilatory tactics or dilatory measures we can 
continue after lunch P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think that is a very good suggestion and I am JN 
inclined to accept it that we adjourn the House till JO o'clock tomorrow in 
the morning and go on with the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: If you feel so inclined, I 
will have no objection. * 

Mr, PRESIDENT: All right. The House stands adjourned till 10 
o’clock tomorrow morning. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 10 a.iu. on Thursday, the Idth March, 
1947. ’ h 

Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting of the Council 
held «»n the 12th March, 1947: — 

(1) Mr. L. I\ S. Bourne, 

(2) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

CJ) Khan Bahadur Shaik Fazal Klahi, 

(4) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria, 

(O) Khan Bahadur Alhadi Shaikh Mahammed Jan, 

<f5) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(7) Alhadj Yar Ali Khan, 

(5) Mr. Kyed Abdul Majid. 

(9) Mr. Nagendra Nath Moholunobish, 

(10) Mr. T. B. Nimnto, 

<11) Dr. Kumud Sankar Kav, and 

<12) Mr. Chain Chandra Sanyal. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE CtKJW&L DEBATES 


Firrt Stssion, 1947— No.' 17. 




Tiie Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Bttildiii^ 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 13th March, 11)47, at 10 a.m., being the 
seventeenth *day of the First Session of 11)47, pursuant to section (>:£(*) (a) 
of the Government of India Act, lD4o. * * 

Mr. President (the HoiCble Sir Bijoy Phased Sinoh 1{oy, k.c.i.k.) was 
in theX’haji'. ‘ * 

The ftengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947 (as passed by the 

Assembly). ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yesterd ay we were discussing amendments Nos. if 
and 1 1 A. Yes, Mr. Iloy. 4 

Mr. RATIRAM ROY: wTto pst-ra, tfcrip 7 * Um ft: 7 tM 7 pstiv cp 

TC7T57 wtfa 31 7TO 37fs i 4$ Houses Bengal Ordinance Temporary Enactment 
Bill, 1947, 77 tf TOsmi TOT? to 7 t 7 t’cto i C 771 Ptros ct 4 * Ordinance?!* *T 77 * 

t 

ifa *rfT 7 wp/ ct to •arfsn cifa 37 wzv tpctt pctt m cpspr wmifl 
cti! cs$i t’cst i 7t^i cm 7t*r*?r wpptttti:^ ptto 3 trtuttmt fcsTtft <arto it*i 
C*»1 tPR 47: 3<T7 4$ Ordinance 371 47^1 ^[777 47: OrdimuuxxT? special 

7TC7I TO!* 3t7 $7* C7$ Ordinances §*T7 Special Power Ordinance Act 
'SCstto tf777l WT7T7 4Ptor* 4CTOC7 7?33sfa Ordinances C7T71 &rfrc7^ 

ctSi w pro irtofri to ™ st or*tt ‘nm 7fto?i sjH*cial 

TO 1 flrsfa TO 7*7tto Ordinance, 3t?i TOf* p«17 vajchW Msw ?cie 777 C737n^| 

crj 1 * t[s373 Ordinance 71 TOtP* 7C7T frtoj to* TttT? 

Hip PRESIDENT: Mr. Roy, wu are not discussing the general principle df 
the Bill now. You come to the amendment. 


Mr. PATIRAM ROY: wtft special j>ower 77 C 1 7 *d 5 1 Special Power Ordinance—* 
CTfcl W! 7 T 7 specially 771 srn TO* TO l TO** meeting 77 V >6 fafaefr* 777 

to < 7 rwr 3 meeting t’et? rofr* 777 1 4?13 TttoTi special to y’m 1 4 fc 7 * 7 TO 
TO*i 4$ Special Power Ordinance 47 TOt7 «\z% to wf*Bs«;i 7T3 TOft 1 c* fagf 
77 C 1 tf.PTXfTO TO C 7 T 5 *ttC 7 1 TO 47 tt 7 3 t* 3 CP 7 <*ft ^tH W 4 ^t lj|t j 

'•fCTTOTT C7 4^f5T 4$ Special Power Ordinance ^7-r77^5i <?Rf 1 

■®rf=nn 4 tci tp ^er -t wfe 1 47*i ^ 4^p^ «mrtwr Sn? mto ^ TWw 

ct^pj 1 4 ?F7i 7P7T7 75U pcto CP 4^ Special power Ordinance tf&T* wti w*n fw 
inns ^777 cm P.7; 5^r^T I 47P (7^1 StsimP.^WP! CPt I 4W71 7^ P'JJ 47: ^51 nci'o 
C7$ Special Power Ordinance ST*rt7t7 Tt^t to 4* ft*f WtTi P7 47r^7 ^ 

5Wt Vt7 TO 7f» cf!7 ^Iftwnr declaration pi c?3P1 ?p 7» P CP to wnrtOT m 7^ 

77 t f 47: WtTTI 7TP otf7 WT7 T5 f*TP wmt 4*oR7 Pt-tfti 7t77 Wt^tm 47* W fNt 
fl A Ordinance 4? W7C7 *fc$ imTi I * , 

* frwTti tppf'tp ^t7P7nmr wp; 71 Tfr -317 tjrOT fwtoft 4tT^rc7 Control^ 
47tom tfnsi^i tog cm cm f7%^ ctot* wtci wp«r7, Smt7 71 
:7t7tC7T7 TO C'tTi 77 -^l’ 7£P CTiTt^tl 7^7P7t71 Bpft7 W71 3t7 47; f^5 7C7 ^ I? 
*\C7rp 7rif7 7J 4 Ordinance^ wnrs to 5TTOT7 !P^t ( 5TO I *47 7177 Wfft 

Tt#%i| tol 1 wtfp TKTOTOtl CTO S*fTO Jjfto 7*^ toy TtHrlbHl C74tw 

- 3F ? , S, ^. ZZZ2 SK Z-2 * r ■4*?' .y* # r 

47t TpntTT TOWlI^Kl 7hlAfl3 CQlitra 371 71^13, 7SI TO WWltT 1SSUQ, Ol 1W. 
on w* 
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% permit *n«if *rvfw *py crf#w to # cto faft* control w*\ ** 

w toutvs afcfwfar /n iff, •' to ’sTO <3^1 to to txtt jjr ^ TOn m 

WTOf* &T*TO ^CTO-to 4* TOn TOl ¥C7 Of 331 <t I to to toi to 75 C5^ to 

4¥fr ^t-«w c$%] too* stot nrnt^TT fag $$ ^nvm ¥tri crort$ Ws cto?t to 477 ^ 

- toi to tots** cn, c* frt¥i cn to ▼df crott$ to Tfst testft ¥*ro to to* 
fcw** aft TOtm cTwtftora fas* v fa* «rtyn to* confers ^tor fain c^i tcto i to 
4* <* to’?] . 4$ *toto fto to TOa fag far stto cn^m srrsT to*sn wus *m or, 

ctftH 471*1 cTO ’fnn csTfaatc* toiwq 4TOit ctfton irssfto fto 7f$*n s’c&g 

TO ; si $t^i TO fag 77 i TOTO TOl^tosi 4$ totett 43T *71177 TOtoto ^tt cTOs 
or vziw coN ¥*ts 57 sn’ cTO 57 4* House 4* totos to^it 47 ; 77 x 7 TTtotftstx* 7 , 
8f7TO5SfC7 StOT CEfCTO TOR C7 75 CTO ^?TO CTO! ¥3Tg 31 trTOP ¥ 7 T^T, *75 gtpRl TO? Cf^ 47 ; f% 
ft*z<t 4 t ftr*T 4* Ordinance c* TO * fag fa TOTO *77 4 * 77 771 *r to >i5rrot toxtr 1 
TO*i *Tfa TO to 4$ far Cotzto cwtrt TO 5 nr to i i] cstri >7 c^fR «tH ^5 ^?r 1 
1 ff« *!ft 4 ¥^n yrw *irft ^ to^ ^fn yrzw f^T ^ 4 ^^ 

( %^¥ft»r ¥^c*ffi ^t*fi “ito TO ^tfn 4 ^ Housei]^ ^ir^r «rtTO of*7 

,, 05t^ to; R?l 7t7 I Houne4? CTO ^OTir-f^ ^g^TO Mtsm ^T, TO TO TOt 

^1, v t^S far 57T5 ^f 5 ! 4¥^1 ffj C'tTO ^Tl — tf^T^ 4^ ^Sf] ^ 

¥tf*T ¥1 4<irn ¥TO *nr vinn ^ tonr TOP c^tfr c^r I ^ Ordinance *f* withdmW ¥», 
57 — ¥f*r ¥|¥ 4^ tora TOT Special Powers Ordinance delete ¥in ?ti ti ^o=t tsrt^^f^ ^fs 

C TO TO? qrfa C¥W ¥TTO C¥f^T 4&1 *RTO5^a vftr^OT 4 ^ t& mn 

! ’ttfa, ^TO TO ¥t=i C¥f^ JT?rro l tf" c¥f^ to RTO 5ir, ^ 4^1 Ordinance to 

CTO TO I Ordinance^ ww^t to vfo ^fto fftTO TO-TT^ TO ^ 4^ to 

»TTO ¥*]CTO^ in st^tti, to Ordinance ¥TO TOi toto 

xarrcr to 4¥?l Ordinance to TOf ti ^r*n vzuft i ^t^rfro mTO 4 * fa 
iflTO^^l Ordinance to to^ ^5 OT TO i 

4l?i m ra CTW 4r s ¥^ft*?r to* cto Oot^t to» cto ^tTO* crr^ to ¥*nr 

TOtoto ^ C-J* i to *705 to toro cTO meeting to <* toi c*c^5 TO 

Meeting TO jHirmission to P4 i 4^ permimion cn am TO to 4 TO^ tororc 
fftC^S J f^fn TO CTO IT«7 I ^ITO TOT1 OKV TO m (7T to ypj s£fW TO (to 

‘ Tw TO in I TOl TOf* 4¥ TOVMtv 4¥ 5-TT5 4*fc meeting 47 iKjrmission to^» 

*f!,¥tTO (?lt c?Ml 7t7 TO 4¥fo 77X k T7 meeting ^ ftf?* 4 ?i 

permission to^r i to7 ww meeting sfa si m ^ to^i m ¥C 7 t i^rmission to CTO 
4^ ^7*?1 f« SI to <*TTO7 ¥r*f ^7t7 TO «n i 4tstR TOt.?jr sne’^ 

4^c* permission oraTOWfi^TMln c* ?am ^ ^rstto si tottt to ^ i tocw 

TO 5TTS f^TCWfl TO* OTOF TO¥, SI* 4¥fr «^5 1tr?l TO71 (TUVZ ’fit 4^ <f«(%. 

^stc* meeting er^ *!<:*$•, permission *tram *tc^ TO 4¥tt c*PCij to permission 

'it'STn c^r in i TO 4$ «mn ^fr 4 ^rq *pn 5-7 to’pt TOtor* ¥Tw ttj ¥fs m imm* 
'Orci^to^^Ti^rBS 1 4* *nr c* ’prs to 4t Ordinance4* itctt f%fto *rc$ c^rofir tT^5^ 
f»nf ¥l*tOT* to^TlTO TO) 1 ? «f*TO TO 71 4 *fcoTX 7 TOr tor csl'tf 47 ^ TO 

iTOTOff TO¥ TOti vym 7’CS TOfl m I TO to 4 ^ ¥71 TO tot* 7* fs;: ^to c* motion 
4CTOI? TO to IT ¥*ft I - 

¥ Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H : Mr. President* Sir 
to support the motion to delete the Bengal Special Powers Ordinance" 
71846, from the list of the Ordinaneas which is going to be continued. Now 
*Bk, this ordinance practically takes awav all civil rights and libmHEas of the 
people If you/ Sir, carefully ffo through the ordinance vou will he satisfied 
that anjthin&and e^thing that a man might honhltly'and oon«ci#tiously 
do%an#e^>roujfnt wfthttL the mischief of 4his ordaft&ncH7iitad i t 1« rrftin* fn 
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be continued, for several montlljf itfgxe. Before we consider why this 
ordinance is sought to be maintained we wouhl certainly want to be satisfied 
from the Hon’bU* Minister as 16 what are ttte particular .^easofts, what are" 
the circumstances "fc'hich impelled the (iovernment to continue this particular 
ordinance, what are the circumstances in the country that have arisen which 
compel them to continue this. On the 39th September when this ordinance 
was issued ,tlie~poisition was, so far as I could gather, nothing more than 
some communal "trouble that was practically brought into the politics of 
] ten gal by the Action of the Muslim League through the unfortunate Direct 
Action that was sought to he displayed in Calcutta and in other places that 
caused that trouble and that also caused troubles in other places. One can 
easily s£e that if the Muslim League do decide not to create any communal 
tumble' An the country there can he no communal trouble. They being in 
power in this province, they being practically the administrators in this 
province, it is they and they alone uho by their own act, b\ their own policy, 
by their own resolution can at once do away with the trouble that warf' 
.started in Bengal, on the Kith August and that continued for some time. Is 
it not extremely easy to stop all apprehensions of communal trouble it this 
particular Ministry ran make a simple declaration that there should not he 
any coftimunal trouble or that the Muslim League should not act in any way 
that might provoke the other communities? They can very easih do it. 
They can very easliy start a movement— an agitation even at (iovernment 
co^tr^-fhey can send emissaries to towns and villages saying that on no ^ 
accoturt anything should he done which would strain the feelings of the 
different communities. Have they done it? Have they tried in any way 
■whatsoever to ease the communal situation? We see that there has not been 
anything done save and except one or two communiques that were issued 
now and then deploring the communal tension in the country. I submit 
that is nothing. That is not the wav in which you can stop communal 
Irouble. If you are really sincere, if you want peace in the country, if you 
want to avoid trouble, it is \<>ur duty by \our acts, by your professions, by 
>nur speeches, to convince the people that we cannot gain anything by 
communal disturbances, by communal wranglmgs and so on and so forth. 
But instead of doing that, what is the object, what is the idea behind when 
\ou want that this Bengal Special Bowers Ordinance, should continue 

and continue for (> months or more. I would rertainh request the honourable 
members to go through this Bengal Special Bowers Ordinance, 1 040, over 
iUfcd ugaju and to see from the definitions therein and its provisions how 
drastic the definitions and the provisions are, how any ordinary act of a 
person, how an innocent act can he, by twist of the language in this parti- 
cular ordinance, brought into the mischief of this particular ordinance. As 
% instance I wouhl just like honourable members to refer to section 2, 
clause (•} | where “prejudicial act*’ is defined and if >ou carefully ponder 
over theac provisions you can easily he satisfied that any act, any speech, 
any words uttered might he brought within the purview of this clause. I 
would just give a sample to the honourable members. “Prejudicial Act” 
means any act which is intended or is ljkely to cause disaffection among, 
or to prejudice, prevent or interfere with the discipline, health or training * 
of* #r the performance of their duties, by, public servants”. Now I ask 
honourable members to consider what can he got out of this clause. If 1 
just meet a police constable and if I have to protest against some of his acts 
which I honestly believe to be wrong or improper, well, he can at once say 
|hat I am interfering with his duty and that, therefore, I am liable to be 
entangled under this ordinance. May be that that is not intended and it 
mav he said that the police or the Government will not be so foolish as to 
prosecute a man for Joing that. But that is not the question. The ques- 
tion is that you obtain such a power from this ordinance. If you like you , 
may use (t against an honest citizen in the way in which I am suggesting 
might happen. I submit, Sir, that such an enactment ought not to be in* 
the Statute Bool^for a minute tnore, not to speak of riiontns. Why thould 
. vo \have auefi papers You the majority party #ho are governjpg this 
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province? The law is in your hand|^ You direct its administration. Yoi 
peihapB give interpretation and you*ean use it if you like to the detrimen 
of the other communities, of the other parties, whom you regard as you 
opponents. Certainly legislation is not intended to arm the Governmen 
for the time being with such powers which they may, at any time, if the? 
so like, use against the other party, against their opponents. I therefor* 
plead for a very serious consideration of the honourable members, whethe: 
such wide powers should be given to the Government which can he use* 
practically in an arbitrary fashion. Now, if there were no such communa 
trouble, if there w T as no such sharp division either in the House or in tilt 
country 1 could have condoned this, that certainly this will not be used In 
one party against the other. Now if certainly there is a movement, as wt 
find now that the movement or agitation lias already started on the question 
of tlic partition of Bengal, 1 am not however to he understood as pleading 
for partition hut I say there is the movement and that movement l k grow- 
ing, now if this particular Government of Bengal do not like this move and 
if there are public meetings here and there in which that particular ^Ihove 
is advocuted I submit that if the Government like they can at once stop that 
movement under this ordinance. They can issue orders upon their execute** 
authorities, the local authorities to stop the meetings or to arrest or 
prosecute the people who are advocating that because they may say that 
that will create a commotion, disturbances and so on and so forth. Then, Sir, 
if you would just refer to another clause of this particular section 2, >ou 
will find that “prejudicial act” means any act which is intended or is likely 
to render any public servant incapable of efficiently performing his duties 
as such, or to induce any public servant to fail in the performance of bis 
duties us such — is so vague. Sir, God helps those who come in contact 
with such public servants because anybody who come in contact with such 
a public servant may he supposed to be disturbing him or in the language 
of this particular clause, “render him incapable of efficiently performing 
his duties”. Now*, Sir, when the public servant is showing Ins arm and is 
directing traffic if a man goes to him he may be accused of disturbing him 
in the efficient discharge of his duties. It may he said that I am going to 
an extreme length in order to illustrate the absurdity of this legislation, 
but it is these extreme cases that will actually prove that these provisions 
are so absurdly wide, that such wide powers should not be given to the 
Government. 

Then, Sir, there is another clause which is equally wide and equally 
dangerous which also occurs under the definition of “prejudicial act”, 
namely, any act which is intended or is likely to prejudice the recruiting 
of, or the attendance of persons for service in, any police force or fire brigade 
or any other body of persons entered, enrolled or engaged as public servant#. 
Then, Sir, to crown all, there is another definition, namely, ( d ), which 
says that a prejudicial act means any act which is intended or is 
likely to cause fear or alarm to the public or to any section of the 
public. Sir, I do not know what would cause alarm in any section of the 

i uiblic. If I say that Bengal shruld be divided into two halves, namely, 
lindu Bengal and Muslim Bengal, and another section says that it causes 
alarm in its mind, therefore I am doing a prejudicial act and should he 
prosecuted. I submit that if such a case was put forward before a court 
of law, I do not know what the defence would be. Therefore they can put 
fonvard a persou to come forward and say that my statement has caused an 
alarm in bis mind, therefore I have done a prejudicial act and I am liable 
to three or four months’ imprisonment for doing what 1 should think is quite 
a legitimate act. Sir, if you go on considering the clauses after clauses 
of this ordinance you will have absolutely no doubt in your mind that the 
Bengal Special Powers Ordinance? 1946, which is sought to be perpetuated 
or continued for sometime more is a negation of all civil rights and there- 
fore Government want to rule according to their sweet will only udder the 
name of an Act of the Legislature. But instead of doing aH these, instead 
of putting all these provisions under the semblance Of, an # Act of Jhis 
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legislature, let them rather say thaf^ll laws and rights in the province 
should be suspended for another six months and Government would rule in 
any way it likes. 

The next point to which I would like to draw the attention of the House 
is that this ordinance is going to override all other laws for clause 3 of the 
ordinance says that the provisions of this Ordinance and of any orders made 
thereunder shall have effect notwithstanding anything inconsistent therewith 
contained in any other law for the time being in force”, etc. So that is the 
law — ordinance is the law in the country any other law notwithstanding. 
Therefore those people who might be acting according to a particular law 
will he told that these laws are abrogated. I do not understand why is it 
necessary in this province to have the Bengal Special Powers Ordinance as 
the law of the land for the time being and why do you repeal other laws in 
t.ivour of this Ordinance. We have not been told wh\ do you want such 
n wide, power for the Government. Now, Sir, if you further consider this 
Special Powers Ordinance you will find another matter in section d. In 
that section it is said — not only provisions of this Ordinance hut any orders 
made thereunder. There is always a reserve power for the Government, not 
siti^fied with that all embracing power taken by the Ordinance. In addi- 
tion to the ordinance there are special powers reserved with right to 
juomulgate the orders We do not know what orders art* passed and when- 
ever there is an> thing which would agitate the mind of the people of this 
(ountry Government may take one view and they may straightaway issue 
orders under that ordinance, they may make living of a man in liis own house 
illegal. Not being satisfied w i t h the stringent provisions of tin* ordinance 
w ide powers have been taken for reserving further powers of issuing orders. 
Mich powers should never he given to any Government, not to speak of the 
piesent Government of Bengal. Then \ou will find in (*hapter II the 
method that is supposed to prevent prejudicial acts and you will find along 
with that the provisions for gauging tin* press. Even during the uai 
when such drastic measures were taken you did not think it necessary to 
gag the press. The press were not gagged in the way in which it has been 
done h> this Government after the war and is being sought to he done. 

I would just like to remind my friends opposite that the gagging of the 
press does no good to anybody. It is no use suppressing correct news now. By 
misleading and b\ suppressing correct news \ou do encourage rumour 
mougering and rumours engender a lot of mischief. I can say without any 
fear of contradiction that many of the unfortunate events at Noakhali, 
Tippera and other places were due to a great extent the suppression of 
«'»nect news. If Government wants to administer in the interest of the 
"luntry they should not in this time try to suppress tin* press or to gag the 
1'iess or want the press to .suppress the true news from the public. There- 
fore all these provisions in this particular chapter of the Bengal Special 
1'owers Ordinance are obnoxious to all sense of justice. Then, Sir, the 
next chapter in this Ordinance is the chapter dealing with public safety 

II ml order. You will find from reading it* — a casual observer will find that 
unlawful drilling is one of the objects which the Government want to 
1'iohibit. 1 would ask the Hon’hle Minister as to what they are doing 
"iih the Muslim guards. Are they or are they not drilling? I am sure, 
it 1 remember aright, the other day in another place the JJonTde Chief 
Minister said that that was an organisation which were made for social 
service and they had to be retained. If that is so cannot the other 
1 'immunities also raise their volunteer corps for social service and drill 
them? Now, everybody knows under what peculiar position the Hon’hle 
tlte Chief Minister finds himself and his part> . He is trying to have his 
<*w n wa\ j n having *a large number of volunteers in the Muslim League 
National Guards and he wants at the same time to prevent any other 
people in this province from organising themselves in the wa f v they are 
‘loing. What is his answer to this question? Why do you bring in this 
question of unlawful drilling in respect of other communities. It is 
known to everybody that the school boys and the college boys drill and I 
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think having* regard to the transference of power from the British Govern- 
ment <o Indian hands in June 1948, it ought to be the duty of every citizen 
specially young man to drill and to have military training so that in case 
of foreign aggression we may protect ourselves. Why at this juncture 
you bring in the question of unlawful drill? What is the motive behind 
it? We have not heard from the Home Minister what is his object in 
making drill an unlawful act. With this question of drill comes the 
question of uniform. Now, Sir, we all know that when boys drill they 
wear uniforms. What is the idea underlying this whole question? Why 
is he anxious to have power in this way? If we say that you are doing 
this with an ulterior motive, with the object of aggrandisement of your 
own party, you are trying to suppress us, the Opposition, or the 
members who do not belong to your party, have you any reply to give to 
this answer? Can it not be suggested that you are doing it with a view 
to have an undue advantage for your party or for your community much to 
the detriment of the other communities. What is the guarantee that you 
will not use tilings against us. Therefore legislation should be in such a 
way that even if one wants or the administrators want they may not use the 
law to the detriment of the other communities, to the disadvantage of the 
other communities. I would submit that there is absolutely no necessity 
now to have such mischievous ordinance, namely, the Bengal Special Power 
Ordinance, 194b. It should not be allowed to continue. With these words. 
Sir, I support t lie motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Minister. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, I have nothing to add 
to what I have already stated. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, this is a very important matter. 
We have spoken and in doing so we have raised important points, expressed 
our and the public outside’s apprehensions about these ordinances but the 
Chief Minister has declined to reply to those points. We really feel the 
treatment that lie is meting out to us by not replying to the points raised. 

Khan 8ahib MD. WAHIDUZZAMAN : I move that the question be 

now put, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The question before the House is that the question 
be now put. 

The question that the question be now put was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in the 
schedule of the Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — 

“1940 VI... The Bengal Special Powers Ordinance, 1940.” 

The question was put and lost. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will you allow me to say one tiling. 
Sir? By rejecting our amendment the Government have passed the inclu- 
sion of the Bengal Special Powers Ordinance, 1940, in the Bill whereas we 
wanted to delete it. We viewed it as a very important and dangerous 
ordinance and as a matter of fact yesterday I wanted to know certain fact** 
from the Chief Minister what his intentions are with respect to this ordinance 
and today also my friend Mr. Mahalauobish pointedly put certain question 
and really wanted to know the intention of the Government, the attitude 
of the Government towards their political opponents. As a matter of fact 
we expected that in this important matter he would make the position clear 
both for his party and also for us as to where we stand and where he stands. 
He has not at all replied to thenrand if this is the attitude 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, I have understood your point. If the 
Chief Minister did not exercise his right of reply at this stage and did not 

f ive you the information you wanted or the assurance you wanted and it 
e intends to clear up the points at a later stage he can do so at the third 
reading of the Bill. 
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Mr. BIJQV SINGH NAHAR: *Sir, I move that in the schedule of the 
Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — 

“1946 YII...The Bengal Consumer Goods Control Ordinance, 1946”. 

Sir, before I speak on this I feel constrained to say that we are not at 
all satisfied with the manner in which the Chief Minister has treated us 
because, Sir, we on this side of the House want to express our view’s in 
these matters which are very important for the purposes of enactment of 
law’ and also for the purpose of the future guidance of the country which 
perhaps were unpalatable to him. We have to make our position absolutely 
clear to see where we stand and where the members of the opposite side 
stand. We wanted to make our points clear. We put certain questions 
during the debate but no reply was given. We are being treated in such 
a manner by the C hief Minister, Sir. The position is really very ridiculous 
and we do not feel that we should continue to speak or to continue to be 
treated in this fashion. But Sir. you have given us to understand that the 
Chief Minister mav say or explain his position during the third reading of 
the Bill. Let us hope that he will not lose the opportunity of explaining 
himself at least at that time, Sir. Now’, Sir, regarding the Consumers 
goods we find that this ordinance is going to be made law’ for the purpose 
of controlling the production, supply and distribution and for maintaining 
or increasing the supply of any scheduled commodity a list of which we find 
on page 4 of the ordinance. There are various articles and those articles, 
and commodities are being regulated for sale, production and everything, 
in certain ways. The way is this: Government want to regulate by means 
of licenses, permits or otherwise, the production of commodities or the 
control of prices at which they may h»* purchased or sold, and so on. There 
aie various other legulations for prohibiting or withholding from sale of 
any scheduled commodity ordinarily kept for sale, etc. These goods are 
being sold in the market as we find many of them in lumps in the streets 
ot Calcutta. But if you go to a shop to purchase them you to do not find 
any, because the\ are not allowed to be sold, whereas in the streets of 
Calcutta we find huge quantities dumped, specially ludore the Writers' 
Building and Dalhousie Square. You will find fountain pens and pencils in 
huge lots and in large numbers being sold in the streets of Calcutta but if 
you go to a shop which is licensed or scheduled you will find very few of 
them, and the reply of the shopkeepers is that they are under control and 
not to be supplied without permits. So that we cannot get them straight- 
way from the stockists because of this control policy of the Government. 
This is the way in which these ordinances have been promulgated. There 
is another very important aspect which relates to the regulation of licenses. 
Licenses* are issued by the Civil Supplies Department. But what is being 
done? I do not know’ w’hether there is any communal proportion or 
icpresentation therein. But I am afraid that any dealer who wants to take 
a license is put to various difficulties. The difficulties are well known to 
many members of this House. I may point out one or two. If you go or 
apply for a license the main difficulty is that you do not get a license unless 
you dance attendance not only at the department hut also on some influen- 
tial members of the legislature or of the Government Party and if you can- 
not persuade the persons in authority you are not favoured with any such 
license. Next, we find that in giving out a license the department treats 
different communities in different ways. Whenever a license is required 
there is misuse of power by the department in such a fashion that we cannot 
describe in words. They treat the persons as if they have come to them as 
slaves to ask for favour* as if they are doing some favour to those persons. 
Sir, the issue of license is not a favour but is meant to control the manu- 
facture, and sale of these things but these aspects are not being considered 
whether there would be increase of production or not, whether people are 
getting these things cheaper or not. That is not their outlook, Sir. Other 
considerations than purely helping the people come in and thus this misuse of 
power is going on under this ordinance. The next question is about the 
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production. May I ask the Hon’ble. Chief Minister the mover of this Bill 
whether by this ordinance they have been able to increase any production 
or supplies to the consumer? We do not find that these ordinances have 
really helped to increase productions or increase of supplies to the consumers? 
We have one example before the House and that is the case of mustard oil. 
As soon as the mustard oil control was removed we find in a few hours maunds 
of mustard oil flooding the market. When there was control, we saw long 
queues of persons waiting for mustard oil. But as soon as the control was 
removed it was available everywhere. So, Sir, I am sure that if this control 
is removed we would get things more easily and at a cheap price. One 
thing more about mustard oil and that is that as soon as the control was 
removed this commodity was made available in the market in no time. The 
point is that it was here in certain godowns of certain dealers. But no 
attempt was made by the Civil Supply Department which is being main- 
tained by the Government at a huge expenditure to detect this unlawful 
hoarding and bring it out for the purpose of use by the general public. It 
w r as in the godowns in Calcutta — [ mean the mustard oil that is available 
now since the abolition of the control — and not brought from elsewhere. 
It is on account of the inefficiency of the Civil Supply Department that this 
huge quantity of mustard oil kept locked in the godowns in Calcutta could 
not be detected or made available for sale to the public. It is on account 
of their inefficiency that the dealers indulged in black-marketing and 
profiteering. It is evident that the Civil Supply Department staff is either 
inefficient to deal with these black marketers or you have employed persons 
who are full of corruption. In spite of this bad and inefficient management 
you want control of these goods. Then, Si f, we find that most of these 
things are for big people — tilings such as refrigerator, silk and other things. 
There is also control on crockery and I will give you an example how 
profiteering and black marketing is going on on this tiling. If you go to 
the market you will find two kinds of crockery imported — plain and with 
design. Now the control price of plain is half of the price of crockery with 
designs. What is done by the dealers is that they import plain crockery 
and have it designed cheaply locally and put double charge for it. Your 
department do nothing to detect and prosecute these unscrupulous dealers 
who make a huge amount by this unfair means. Because of the control there 
is no competition. If the control is abolished these things might he 
brought from outside in huge quantity and there will he competition with 
the result that the people will get them cheaper. So, this Control Ordinance 
on consumers goods should he removed from the schedule. With these 
words 1 move my amendment. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT* Amendment moved that in the schedule of the Bill, 
the following be deleted, natneh : — 

4 ‘ 1 D4G VII... The Bengal Consumer Goods Control Ordinance, 1940”. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, I shall be verv brief in supporting the deletion 
of this Control Ordinance. The purpose of control over the consumer goods 
is in the public interest and with this object in view these things were 
controlled during the period of war emergency and here again I would repeat 
what the Hon’ble the Chief Minister has said, namely, that by the direction 
of the Central Government he is trying to get this control order continued, 
it is surprising that some of the Muslim League members of Bengal — I am 
not speaking of the Muslim League members of other provinces — are at this 
very moment urging in the Central Legislature like us for the removal of 
such controls, and perhaps control^over consumers* goods might be revoked. 
I do not know what would be tlie attitude of the Hon’ble Minister who is 
the leader of the League party here in regard to them. Besides, Sir, when 
goods are controlled in the interest of the miblic and for equitable distri- 
bution, why should there be the necessity of controlling the production of 
such commodities in the province when there are persons who are willing 
Sto and who are now in a position to produce such goods in such quantities 
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as to be able to supply to the public more of such goods and at a far cheaper 
and reasonable rate too. There are many consumers’ goods which are being 
produced in this country or being imported and some of them are already 
surpluses. . So why this control? Take for instance the fountain pens 
which one can get in abundance in the markets. Watches and clocks are 
being sold at a higher rate and if controls are removed these will be cheaper 
and available to all. I am not so much interested about refrigerators. 
These can be controlled in order to conserve the dollar release. But things 
like plastics and bakelite can be produced here and control over such 
materials or their raw materials should he withdrawn forthwith. Control 
should also be withdrawn from ferrous articles, copper, brass, aluminium 
and other materials which are very necessary for our daily use. There have 
been many latest scientific discoveries in the field of plastics which if made 
available to us in Bengal would come to our much relief. 

Then there is the question of coconut oil. You cannot get it in the 
market. Now, Sir, time has come when the Hon’ble Minister should review 
all such cases where the control should he withdrawn much to our advantage. 
If he repeals drugs control and consumers' goods control from the operation 
of this Bill lie will he doing a service both to the Hindus and the Muslims 
alike in this province. By these controls only such persons who are at the 
helm of affairs are being benefited. They have been fortunate in getting 
the permits at the ven beginning and since then they are manipulating 
everything. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 gave an undertaking 
in another place which I am glad to repeat in this House that those Acts 
will he repealed as soon as the commodities come out to the market. We 
do not want to control them permanently hut there is no doubt about it that 
the consumer goods are in short supph at present and as far as tin* future 
is concerned the prospects of the continuance of supply of consumer goods 
are somewhat dark. At the same time, Sir, we are examining the position 
of each article in the Schedule and I would like to assure this House that 
as soon as we find that the goods are in the market control will he with- 
drawn but it is necessary however that Government should keep to itself 
the power to control these goods for fear of shorter supply. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Help production here; we shall be thankful. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is 
that in the schedule of the Bill, the following he deleted, namely: — “194b 
VII — The Bengal Consumer Goods Control Ordinance, 194b.” 

The question was put and lost. 

Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Sir, I move that in 
the schedule of the Bill, the following he deleted, namely: — 

“1946 Till — The Dacca Area Security Ordinance, 1946.” 

Sir, this is another machine for terrorising the people of Dacca. We 
often hear the theatrical utterances of some of the Ministers including the 
Chief Minister that in this province the majority community should protect 
the minorities. We have seen, Sir, the Great Calcutta Killing following 
the Direct Action Day Futwa. We have seen the atrocities perpetrated in 
Noakhali by the majority community. These actions have drawn the atten- 
tion of the whole world. Hence they have changed their tactics so that 
they can oppress the minority community in a way that people may be given 
to understand ‘that the Government is proceeding in a legal way. We have 
got suspicion in our minds that this Ordinance has been designed to oppress 
the minority community. This suspicion is strengthened by the action of 
the Ministry as they have withdrawn the Noakhali and Tippers Area 
Security Ordinance,' 1946. You know, Sir, the culprits in the Noakhali 
outrages belong to the majority ^community. 
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Already the agents provocateurs have been let loose. You have seen 
in the papers that some sergeants belaboured some Hindu boys who refused 
to shout Pakistan Zindabad at their request. These servants of the Govern- 
ment are required to keep law and order, yet they have been behaving in 
an uncivilised way. It is reported that already a list of 150 persons has 
been prepared to bring them within the mischief of this Ordinance. These 
persons belong to the minority community and they are doing there admir- 
able work to keep peace and harmony. 

This is the picture of the Government we have been asked to co-operate 
with. The League Ministers want co-operation with daggers under their 
sleeves. j 

With these words, Sir, I commend my amendment for the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Amendment moved that in the 
schedule of the Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — 

“HJ4G VIII — The Dacca Area Security Ordinance, 1940.’ * 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I rise to support the motion which 
has been moved by my friend Mr. Maitra. It will appear, Sir, from section 
4 of this Ordinance that the District Magistrate of Dacca lias been made all 
powerful. It is stated, Sir, that “whenever, after a state of emergency is 
declared under section 3 to exist in the Dacca Area, and the District 
Magistrate is satisfied that any person within the Dacca Area is committing 
or lias committed or is likely to commit or is assisting or abetting the com- 
mission of a non-bailable offence against an> person or property, or the 
offence of criminal intimidation, or any offence involving a breach of' the 
peace mo as to be a danger to or cause or be likely to cause alarm to the 
inhabitants of the Dacca Area or any section thereof, the District Magistrate 
may, subject to the control of the Provincial Government, by written order 
direct such person to remove himself from the Dacca Area within such time 
and by such route as may be specified in the Order and not to return thereto 
for a period (not exceeding one year) to be specified in the order without 
.the written permission of the District Magistrate”. 

Now, Sir, if all that we hear is true, then it must be an extraordinary 
thing giving the District Magistrate such wide powers over the minority 
community. My friend Mr. Hemendra Nath Das who is a member return- 
ed from Dacca is not here today. He is a resident of Dacca, all that we 
gathered from him is that the situation is extremely horrifying. Apparently 
the majority community could not cow down the minority community in 
Dacca; it proved itself brave enough to withstand any attack upon them by 
the majority community und many young men whose names have been listed 
will be deported to outside Bengal. If action is taken against those persons 
then the situation from their point of view would be horrible. Not only 
will the minority community be deprived of the services of these voung men 
but at the same time many families will have to go without their "wage- 
eainers and as a matter of fact many families will have to be on the famine 
list, so to say. That is the situation, Sir. Of course relief is provided from 
the District Magistrate’s order in the shape of an appeal to the Provincial 
Government. But of what avail an appeal will be in face of the order of 
the District Magistrate? The District Magistrate will insist that he is a 
danger to society and should be removed from the Dacca area. I think 
therefore that there is very little chance of relief even if an appeal is filed 
before the Provincial Government inasmuch as the order of the District 
Magistrate (that will, of course, be submitted to the Provincial Govern- 
ment according to the provisions of the ordinance,) will be considered 
sufficient. So that, practically everything that the District Magistrate will 
do will remain the final order. Then, all that is provided for as relief to 
persons who are deported outside Bengal is that if the Magistrate is satisfied 
that the person is a Bengalee and that the allegations against him are true, 
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then all that the Magistrate can do is that though deported out of 
Bengal, he can return &o and remain in any part of Bengal but outside the 
Dacca area. But in that case his chance of earning his livelihood will be 
gone. Taking all these facts into consideration and also the fact that the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister has got in his hands now the Publio Security 
Ordinance, a handy weapon in his hand, he should be pleased to [take out 
[this Ordinance at least from the list in the Bill. With these words I support 
the motion. 

. The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: But as far as Dacca is con- 
cerned, until the situation there improves — and we have got to watch the 
improvement for a number of years — we have got to keep the Dacca Act 
on. I am not quite certain to which community the honourable member 
was referring when he spoke of the majority community in Dacca — when 
I say this I am not speaking of the Dacca district but in the Dacca town 
itself — in the town itself the Hindus happen to be a majority community 
and I do not wish at this stage to say anything as to who has been 
responsible for the riots or recrudescences from time to time. Suifice it to 
say this that so far as the Government is concerned it looks with an equal 
eye irrespective of minority or majority community and treat them exactly 
in the same way. The District Magistrate is the person on the spot who 
knows who should be removed. Whenever there is a communal disturbance 
there is a general outcry that goondas should be arrested : they should be 
detained, they should be removed, externed ; but when time passes every- 
body seems to forget about it and says that action taken in respect thereof 
is liable to cause hardship to the persons against whom steps are taken. 
The purpose of this Act is that persons who foment disturbances and have 
been responsible therefor and are behind the various incidents of murders 
and arson, should be removed from that area so that others could not he 
encouraged to carry on. I hope that in these circumstances the honourable 
member will not press his amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in the 
schedule of the Bill, t he following he deleted, namely: — 

“1946 VIII — The Dacca Area Security Ordinance, 1946”. 

The question was put and lost. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: I beg to move that in the schedule of 
the Bill, after the line “1946 VIII— The Dacca Area Security Ordinance, 
1946”, the following be added, namely, — 

”1946 IX — The Noakhali and Tippera Emergency Harvesting Ordinance, 
1946.” 

Sir, the reason for this addition in the schedule of ordinance is that this 
Harvesting Ordinance was originally in the schedule but although other 
ordinances have been kept in it and are being put into law this Noakhali 
and Tippera Emergency Harvesting Ordinance has been removed from the 
list because it affects the Muslims. On the one hand Government is insist- 
ing upon all the other ordinances being continued and on the other this 
Ordinance which is a very important ordinance has been -removed from the 
list in view of the fact that the Muslim Leaguers do not want it. Sir the 
position of Noakhali is the same as it was before. It has not changed much, 
and though there is some change still it is a fact that those who came out 
of the district leaving their hearths and homes at the time of the riot have 
not been able 4o return to their homes. They are by circumstances forced 
to go there. They are asked by the Government to go there but the position 
there is still such that it is impossible for them to stay. I know of various 
cases where the persons who had gone there had to come back again. I 
do not blame any body or the Government. I am just saying that the posi- 
tion there is such that they cannot go there and live there peacefully. They 
therefore need these harvests aiwl other things and Government should 
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therefore insert this Ordinance in the Bill. The people want their paddy, 
rice and other foodgrains but they are unable to bring them from those 
places. Supervising Officers have been appointed and if you remove them 
now the villagers will not be able to relate their grievances and get them 
redressed. In the absence of these officers they do not know where to go, 
whom to approach, how to carry on litigation and other things. I would 
urge upon the Hon’ble Minister to haw this Ordinance included in the list 
of the schedules of the Bill. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. Amendment moved that in the schedule of the Bill, 
after the line “1946 VIII — The Dacca Area Security Ordinance, 1946”, the 
following be added, namely: — 

“1946 IX — The Noakhnli and Tippera Emergency Harvesting Ordinance, 
1946”. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, the reason why this 
Ordinance lias not been inserted is that there is now no necessity for this 
Ordinance. The honourable member has stated that the position has not 
changed since the Ordinance was promulgated. It has indeed changed and 
the harvesting has already finished and this Ordinance was for the purpose 
of seeing that the harvests of the Hindus who had left the locality are not 
misappropriated by others. Indeed it is a matter of congratulation that 
after the Ordinance was promulgated steps were immediately taken by the 
Hindus whose harvests were on the fields to take the local people including 
their Muslim friends and the harvesting was mostly done in harmony and 
in co-operation with the Muslims and where it was necessary for the Govern- 
ment to step in, did Government step in to look after the interests of the 
people who had left the areas. I hope, Sir, the situation in Noakhali and 
Tippera will continue to improve and it will not be necessary to continue 
this Ordinance or in fact any other Ordinance for any length of time. I 
can assure the House that if such a situation arises in future steps will be 
taken to protect the interesst of the persons who might be affected by any 
other communal disturbance. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is 
that in the schedule of the Bill, utter the line “1946 VIII — The Dacca Area 
Security Ordinance, 1946.”, the following be added, namely: — 

“1946 IX — The Noakhali and Tippera Emergency Harvesting Ordinance, 
1946”. 

The question was put and lost. 

Mr. BIJOY 8INCH NAHAR: Sir, 1 move that in the schedule of the 
Bill, after the line “1946 VIII — The Dacca Area Security Ordinance, 1946”, 
the following be added, namely: — 

“1946 X — The Noakhali and Tippera Area Security Ordinance, 1946”. 

Sir, we have just heard from the Chief Minister, when he was referring 
to the Dacca Area Security Ordinance, that still such communal tension 
exists in that part. Sir, he has just mentioned that in Noakhali and 
Tippera the situation has eased but it has not come under control fully 
still now. Probably the Chief Minister might be getting various complaints 
from various quarters and we also know that still the people fear to go there 
and the people of the place I mean the minority community of the place I 
mean those who have returned there are still afraid of the opposite community. 
Sir, I would mention just one tiling^ a letter which we got only yesterday 
from one ot the persons engaged in relief work on behalf of the Congress 
stating that in various places wherever the Hindus have gone back to live 
and they want to purchase something from any shop the shopkeeper insists 
on certain subscription for the Muslim National Guard and if that is not 
paid the shopkeepers of the opposite community refuse to sell them any 
goods, refuse to sell anything to the non-Muslims. That such a situation 



1947 .] 


BEN. ORD. TEMPY. ENACT. BILL. 


339 


still exists there can be no doubt about it. So still there are the various 
organisations and even Mahatma Gandhi was working very hard at that 
place to bring about communal harmony. But until and unless you have 
certain laws for the protection and safeguarding of the life and property of 
the people, until the people are assured that really you will take drastic 
steps against the wrong doers and the people are assured that they are safe 
in the hands of the Government or in the hands of the local people there, 
you cannot say that the situation is completely under control and has eased. 
Sir, the situation no doubt has somewhat eased from what it was at the 
beginning but. Sir, still there are doubts in the minds of persons. This 
ordinance which is sought to be reinstated will really he helpful in hringiug 
the two communities together and in at least giving ielief to the Hindus, 
will allay the fear in the minds ot these Hindu people who came away leav- 
ing their homes and everything behind when there was the riot, will give 
them the impression that still the Government is trying to help them so that 
no further incidents might happen. I would appeal to the Chief Minister 
to see that such measures as are in the Ordinance should continue 
so that the people might teel secure. Still, Sir, we find in the papers that 
a large number of persons go round even to the police stations, even to the 
Government officers and are trying to snatch away the people who were 
arrested for certain wrong acts. Sir, if this thing continues, can you say 
that the people who came out of the place can feel secure to go back and 
to rehabilitate. If you really and sincerely feel that the people should go 
back to their places, should go back to their places in Noakhali and Tippera 
and rehabilitate you should do something; it is your duty to do something 
to bring to the mind of the people that they are safe and that the people 
of both the communities may live in harmony. I would request and urge 
upon the Government to really take up the matter in band to see that not 
only in lippera and Noakhali but throughout Bengal people mav live in 
peace and rehabilitate together in spite of the community to which they 
belong. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in tin* schedule of the Bill, 
after the line “104b YIT1 — The Dacca Area Security Ordinance, 194(>’\ the 
following be added, namely: — 

“194(3 X — The Noakhali and Tippeia Area Security Ordinance, 194(3”. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I rise to support the motion moved 
by my friend Mr. Naliar. Sir, an ounce ot fact is worth a ton of fiction. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawurdy was telling this House while speaking on the 
Dacca Area Security Ordinance, 194(1, that in dealing with the ordinance in 
accordance with its provisions Government would see to it that even-handed 
justice was being done and that even thing will go on well if he found that' 
there was no emergency in Dacca. Now, Sir, in the list of schedules, this 
Noakhali and South Tippera Disturbances Ordinance found a place. No 
explanation has been given as to why these two ordinances have been taken 
out of the list. I therefore say that this Government is amenable to the 
influence only of his own party, namely, the Muslim League; otherwise 
.there would have been no ground w hatsoever for taking them out when 
there was the Dacca Area Security Ordinance and when there was also the 
Public Security Ordinance, 194(3, at his disposal besides all the other 
ordinances affecting the civil rights of the people. Sir, Noakhali and 
Tippera have drawn the attention of the whole world, so much so that the 
greatest man in the world today had to go over to Noakhali to establish peace 
between the Hindus and the Muslims and stayed there for over three months. 
During this period it is only by his efforts that the two communities have 
been brought nearer, and closer to each other and the situation lias improved 
but it has not improved to such an extent that the anxiety of all reasonable 
and impartial men can be said to have disappeared. In fact, Mahatma 
Gandhi intends to come back to Noakhali after he finishes his tour in Bihar. 
There are several workers there who have come from outside Bengal, 
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namely, from the Bombay side who were working during the past three 
months in those areas. According to the reports of Mr. Thakkar and 
Mrs. Kripalani the wife of the Congress President, we know that the 
situation has not eased, though it has improved. In fact, quite recently 
certain events happened which leave no doubt in our minds that the place 
is still passing through a dangerous time. Only the other day, a party of 
police officers went over to round up Mid arrest a goonda, a criminal/ but 
at once a large body of Muslims turned up and facing the police prevented 
them from arresting the goonda. A constable was seriously injured in the 
affray. The police had to fire and the man wanted was shot dead and all 
this is a fact. There was a case of abduction close to Chandpur, where a 
woman has been claimed as a Muslim but she has been handed over to the 
other side, and there is a struggle going on between the two sides. There 
was another abduction of a woman. She had been removed to Agartala 
and even there some men appeared from Noukhali to claim her. We have 
also known of incidents of arson taking place in certain parts of south 
Tippera. In Noakhali, loot is still going on although not to the extent it 
was previously. Surely condition of Noakhali and South Tippera is such 
that no impartial Government would have taken away this Ordinance from 
the schedule. The fact that this ordinance has been taken away shows that 
the Government which is a part of the Muslim League has yielded to the 
outcry of the Muslim League Party in Bengal and therefore when the 
political opponents of the Muslim League is in danger are .they far wrong 
when ow T ing to nationality of the Government the Dacca Area Security 
Ordinance is retained P The Hon’ble Chief Minister said sometime ago 
that Government look with equality both Hindus and Muslims. If that is 
so then as he has included the Dacca Area Security Ordinance in the list, 
he should have also included within the told of the schedule the Noakhali 
and Tippera Security Ordinance. With these words I support the amend- 
ment of my friend Mr. Nahar. 

The Hon’ble Mr, Hi 8« 8UHRAWARDY* Sir, I do not want to make 
a debating point out of it. But I would like to remind the honourable 
member that they should realise that Government have enough powers in 
hand under the Bengal Special Powers Ordinance to meet the situation 
(Mr. Lalit ('ll andka Das: Why then continue the Dacca Area Security 
Ordinance?). They might well ask that if Government have these powers 
in hand why should they have the Dacca Area Security Ordinance. But I 
have already made it quite clear that these special powers Ordinances or 
powers taken under them will not remain on the Statute for a long time 
whereas the Dacca Area Security Ordinance may have to be kept for years 
to come. So far as Tippera and Noakhali are* concerned, as I have said 
if any person or persons have to be externed from that area they can be 
dealt with under the Special Powers Ordinance. The reason why the 
Noakhali and Tippera Emergency Ordinance has not been included in the 
schedule is that the situation in these places has eased and except one 'or 
two sporadic instances nothing has* taken place and I hope that nothing 
will take place in future; and I can assure the House that if they are 
apprehensive that by withdrawing this Ordinance there would be no power 
to deal with miscreants they are not justified. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that in the 
schedule of the Bill, after the line 14 1946 VIII— The Dacca Area Security 
Ordinance, 1946”, ifhe following be added, namely: — 

”1946 X — The Noakhali and Tippera Area Security Ordinance, 1946”. 

The motion was put and a division taken with the following result: 

AYES — It. 

Ral Bahadur Brojandra Mohan Maitra 
Mr. Nagandra Nath MohoUinabtsh 
Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar 


Mr. talit Chandra Dat 
Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta 
Mr. Satiah Chandra Jana 
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Rai Bahadur Jagandra Nath Ray 
Mr. Biran Ray 
Mr. Biswanath Roy 


Mr. Patlram Roy 

Mr. Blrandra Klshort Roy Chowdhury 
Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal 


NOES — 26. 


r Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmad 
r| 1 Bahadur Dhirandra Lai Barua 
Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya 
Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rasld 
Choudhury 

Mr. Chowdhury Moazzem Hossain 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhury 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury 

Mr. 8ytd Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury 

Mr. C. E. Clarke 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Outt 

The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran 

Mr. A. M. Shahoodul Haque 

Khan Bahadur Sir Md. Azlzul Haque 


The Hon'ble Mr. 8alyed Muazzamuddin 
Hossain 

Mr. Latafat Hossain 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan 

Mr. Abdul LatifT 

Mr. Tarak Nath Mukher|ea 

Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman 

Mr. Abdul Rashid 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy 

Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar 

Mr. Md. Tauhq 

Khan Sahib Maulvi Wahiduzzaman 
Ha|i Md. Yusuf 


The Ayes being 12 and the Noes 2o the amendment was lost. 

Mr. BUOY SIHCH NAHAR: Sir, I move that in the schedule of the 
Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — 

“1947 I— -The Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Ordinance, 1947.“ 


Sir, this Ordinance relates to Calcutta. It gives power, certain powers, 
for the speedy trial of those offenders who did some mischief during the 
period loth of August to 30th of September, 194(1. Sir. may I know from 
the Government how many persons have been arrested under this ordinance P 
We know of persons who were arrested for doing mischief in the city of 
Calcutta in those days and who are being released by the court for want of 
evidence as we find it. There are many arrests, both Hindu and Muslim; 
they are being placed before the court but they are released for want of 
evidence. We do not know why the Government propose to have this 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Ordinance still in force. For trials it 
contemplates to have a special bench of two judges only without any jury. 
Sir, if there is any person guilty ot serious charge he should be tried in an 
open court of law but not in an arbitrary way as has been suggested in this, 
It is suggested that this is only for the speedy trial of offenders. Blit-, Sir, 
months have passed. Yet we have not found that any such speedy trial 
has taken place or any such .proceedings have been drawn up before the 
court. As I have mentioned, we have also seen the reports in the papers — 
and so far as 1 myself have enquired into the matter I have found — that 
such persons are being placed before t lit* Chief Presidency Magistrate or the 
Additional Chief Presidency Magistrate but the\ are let loose as the Govern 
ment cannot produce any evidence against them. Sir, 1 do not know 
whether any such special circumstances still exist or whether the Govern- 
ment still thinks that this ordinance will ensure speedy trial. Months have 
passed but we have not seen any sample qf any speedy trial by this Ordinance. 
Sir, there is another aspect in t his clause to which I object. If you look 
to clause 9(<2) of the Ordinance it will be found that there is a proviso to 
the effect that there would be no adjournment of the case. Sir, in many 
cases parties would themselves like to have adjournments but this Ordinance 
wants to take away that right of the parlies for having adjournments in 
some reasonable grounds even. We find that in this city of Calcutta goondas 
and those persons who were doing the mischief really were not arrested; 
they are still at large and I do not think Government will ever propose to 
arrest them. I do not mean or refer to members of any particular community 
either Hindu or Muslim goondas who really did much mischief in the city 
of Calcutta for their own advantage and not for any political aim, by looting 
and arson, etc., these men are stlil at large, and we have not even found 
that they have been even prosecuted under this Ordinance. This Ordinance 
was promulgated on the 18th January and I find that although two months 
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have passed yet none of these goondas have been arrested or put under trial 
for speedy trial under this Ordinance. With these words I move that this 
Ordinance he excluded from the schedule. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in the schedule of the Bill, 
the following he deleted, namely: — 

“3947 I — The Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Ordinance, 1947”. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I rise to support the amendment 
that the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Ordinance, 1947, he deleted from 
the schedule to this Bill. Sir, this Ordinance is Ordinance I of 1947. I 
can show from this Ordinance that Government really think that as a matter 
of fact this law is very drastic, and because it is drastic therefore they did 
not consider it safe to bring within its operation the communal disturbance 
cases which have cropped up in Xoakhali and South Tippers . They also 
know that it was the majority community in those two distiicts that 
committed oppression on the minority community and as they know that the 
accused are all Muslims they do not like that the Muhammadans should he 
tried under such a drastic law as Ordinance No. T of 1947. They are further 
aware that if they make this law applicable to the eases which have arisen 
in those two areas, then their <m<hh would not he worth a day even and the 
Muslim League would follow them and hound them out of office. It is 
therefore for that reason and that reason alone that the\ have not included 
Xoakhali and South Tippera within the provisions of this Ordinanee, and 
have confined them to the Presidency town of ('alcutta. and the districts of 
24-Pa rganas and Howrah. They could have easily included Xoakhali and 
South Tippera in respect of the communal disturbance cases. As 1 have been 
pointed out by Mr. Xahar the provisions ot this Ordinance are very drastic 
indeed; where a special bench is to he constituted whenever there is a 
difference between two judges the opinion of the senior will prevail hut 
when they differ as to conviction or sentence the matter will have to he 
referred to the High Court and everything will be finished there. Then, 
again, they have also made special rules about evidence. In fact, the 
Evidence Act has been really suspended as in clause 8, which savs “Not- 
withstanding anything contained in the Indian Evidence Act, 1872, when 
the statement of any person has been recorded by any Magistrate, such 
statement may he admitted in evidence in any trial under this Ordinance, 
if such person is dead or cannot he found or is incapable ot giving evidence 
and the Court is of opinion that such death, disappearance or incapacity lias 
been caused with the intention of interfering with the course of justice” 
and the procedure under this Ordinance has been found controversial. In 
section 7 it is mentioned — “in so far as they relate to trials before a High 
Court by jury, or before a Court of Session by jury or with the aid of 
assessors shall not apply to trials under this Ordinance”. So the whole 
thing is drastic from top to bottom. However heinous the offence is, if the 
offenders or criminals in Xoakhali and South Tippera escape the rigours of 
a law like this. I do not understand why offenders or criminals in Calcutta, 
Howrah or 24-Parganus should not get the benefit of trial according to the 
ordinary law of the land and get the benefit like the Xoakhali and South 
Tippera offenders and criminals. With these words I support the motion 
of my friend Mr. Bijoy Singh Xahar. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LAN0BI8H: Sir, I support the 
amendment. So long. Sir, we have been dealing with control of foodstuff, 
consumers goods and other things and we find that the result of the control 
imposed by the present Government is black-marketing and corruption. 
Now, Sir, so far as this Ordinanee is concerned, in my opinion the ordinary 
law is quite sufficient for trial of these offences. It is no use taking away 
the right of the people to be tried by jury under the ordinary law. You 
cannot say that every one who is put on trial is guilty, particularly where 
people are apprehended on suspicion without any evidence, or where people 
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are falsely* implicated. There are such cases not only in Calcutta or 
24-Parganas but there are such cases in Noakhali and South Tippera. So 
if you decide for one form of justice in Calcutta or 24-Parganas and another 
form of justice for Noakhali or Tippera vve must have feeling that there is 
some reason for this. So I submit that Government ought not to make any 
distinction between aieas ^ regards the dispensation of justice. With these 
words I support the motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Sir, if 1 may take the 
speeches seriatim, l do not know exactly what to reply to the arguments 
of Mr. Nahar because in his speech he has actually supported the Ordinance 
and desired that the Ordinance should be put into operation as soon as 
possible. He made a grievance ot the fact that the courts have not yet 
.•darted taking cognisance ot the cases. Mr. Das stated that this is a very 
rigorous law. But l do not think it is rigorous. It is made really to 
ensure safety and fair trial toi the accused. Jun Inals and the ordinary 
procedure arc verv protracted and otten enough the persons who are tried 
under ordinary piocedure suiter hundred deaths before they aie convicted. 
It is also known that communal tension C high at the picsent moment and 
we all haw experience ot cases under sections 3(13 and 37b and that Ihe jury 
m all these eases divide on communal lines. Therefore it will be much 
fairer to the accused it the trial is held b\ tiaiued judges who would judge 
the value ot tin* evidence piopeih. Mr. D.n has made reference about 
Noakhali and Tippera and wanted to know w h\ this Ordinance has not been 
brought in the hill. Now. Su, I am glad to find a change in the attitude 
(lies have now taken the\ seem now to think that such Ordinances do 
perform a salutan dut\ and m tact the last amendment shows that the 
honourable members opposite aie beginning to appreciate these Ordinances. 
We shall, Sir. consider whether the Ordinance regarding Noakhali and 
Tippera on t In* same lines will not la* useful. The east* of Noakhali and 
Tippera and th.it of Calcutta and its surrounding areas are not the same. 
Hound about Calcutta we lia\e o, <111(1 deaths, and wholesale murder and arson 
in many places whereas in Noakhali and Tippera the deaths are not more 
than 182. You cannot compare these two eases. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in tin* 

"< liedule ot the Bill, the following be deleted, munch : — - 

“11147 I —The Bengal Criminal Caw Amendment Ordinance, 1947”. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Sii, I beg to nio\e that in the schedule 
of the Bill, the following be deleted, namely: — 

“1947 III — The Bengal Civil Pioneer Force Ordinance, 1947.” 

Sir, this Ordinance was promulgated m Bengal in a peculiar fashion. 
The Legislature was going to meet on the 3rd February, 1947, and this 
Oidmance was promulgated on the 2nd February, onh one day before the 
meeting. This is an unusual procedure in the history of tin* Legislature. 
Sir, the Government knew that the Legislature was going to meet from 
the 3rd February and I do not know' what was the hurry that just one day- 
before the meeting of the Legislature this Ordinance was promulgated. 
Sir, the Bengal Civil Pioneer Force was created during the war period to 
do some essential service. There is no war now and there is no emergency. 
In clause 4 the duties of the Civil Pioneer Force have been mentioned. 
“It shall be the duty ot the Civil Pioneer Force and of the persons enrolled 
therein as and when required b\ the Provincial Government or by an 
authority authorised in this behaM by the Provincial Government, lor 
maintaining supplies and services essential to the life of the community, — 
(a) to carry out the construction or demolition of building", the clear- 
ing of debris, the salvage of property and the rescue of human 
beings 99 
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As if this Ordinance was so very necessary on the 2nd February. AVe do 
not know what, were the circumstances when clearing of debris, salvage of 
property and rescuing of human beings were required. I do not know wdiy 
it is necessary to keep this still on the Statute Book of the Government 
and why it is still necessary to maintain this pioneer force. l)o they 
anticipate any war in the near future? Do they anticipate any invasion 
from outside upon our province, upofe this city of Calcutta from anywhere? 
Let them speak out plainly so that the people may know what is their 
position and whether they are going to face a war again? For our part we 
do not know of any such thing at present and we do not apprehend any 
such war in the near future. There is no question of war or salvage of 
property or of rescuing human beings from out of those debrises. They 
were maintained for the purpose of carrying on constructional woik on roads 
and buildings, to load and unload transport vehicles, etc., etc. These weie 
done during the period of the war for war emergency, to maintain this as 
a military unit, and they were practically supplementing the work of the 
military. Sir, now those works have vanished, those duties are no longer 
required to be performed by this pioneer force. I do not know what is the 
idea behind the Government to maintain this force. Is it their isca that 
they do not want to dischaige these men from duty and so want to feed 
them out of the Government Exchequer or they have any other motive 
behind the maintenance of this pioneer force. Do tliev w'nnt them to be 
utilised as military? If they want to do so let them absorb them in their 
military unit but don’t you have any pioneer force under this Ordinance. 
You have the power to organise your military; you have your power to 
organise any other units like this but not a ('ivil Pioneer Force which was 
maintained and is still being maintained at such an extravagant expense 
out of the Government Exchequer. Sir, a very curious thing is also 
mentioned in section 11 — “Any person enrolled who begins, excites, causes 
or conspires W'ith any other person to cause, or joins in any mutiny". AVhat 
is the mutiny about? Do you apprehend any mutiny ? If so, what is the 
mutiny? Mutiny is war against any foreign Government Now there is 
no such thing which we can call a mutiny. If the British Government were 
here in office they might have thought that any day the Indians might rise 
in revolt and there may he a mutiny as against theii own. But when we 
have the Government of the people, by tin* people and foi the people here, 
where is the question of any mutiny? Probably the makers of this 
Ordinance have not eared to read between the lines the provisions and they 
have simply copied out all the old sections that were promulgated by the 
then India Government just to maintain their own military and all these 
things for the conduct of the war. 

Sir, there are other provisions such as summary trial. AVe do not want 
any summary trial anywhere. The pimple who are charged with any 
offence should he tried in a public court of law and justice done. A\"e know 7 
what summary trial is; we know the mockery of these summary trials; they 
ure held more or less in camera and justice is never done. The judges or 
the gentlemen who try these cases they go by records that are placed before 
them only on behalf of the prosecuting party. Practically they give no 
chance to the other side; they do not hear the defenders in the suit. Such 
a summary trial is no longer required. Sir, another power has been given 
to the police officer which is most dangerous. In section 22, sub-section (2), 
“any police officer may arrest without warrant any person reasonably 
believed by him to be an enrolled person who has deserted Ins unit”, etc. 
A police officer may have a grudge against a person and he may arrest him 
on a charge that probably be wflte enrolled in some unit, in the pioneer force, 
and he had deserted it. AVithout any definite idea whether such a person 
was really enrolled in the pioneer force and that he had deserted it he 
would be arrested. The officer would harass him and in placing him 
before a higher officer he would try his best to prove to the satisfaction of 
that higher officer that he was enrolled but had deserted, though that might 
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not have been a fact. To entrust such power to a police officer is a very 
dangerous power that has been given under this Ordinance. I would again 
say that there is no necessity any longer tor any pioneer force and the 
Provincial Government should not make any such Ordinance. I do not 
know if these very persons are any favourites of the Ministry or of some 
powerful men in the province hut they should he discharged here and now 
and this Ordinance he withdrawn from this Bill so that no further expenses 
will have to he incurred for the maintenance of a force of men like this from 
the public exchequer. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in the schedule of the Bill 
the following he deleted, namely: — 

“1947 III — The Bengal Civil Pioneer Force Old inanee. 1947". 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, before this item i> disposed of may 
I make a request to you that members of my party may go home tot luncheon 
and come hack for the next sitting 

Mr. PRESIDENT: At what time? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: They will come hack at 2-1 5 p in. 
They have come without taking any food. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: No, let us continue sitting. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: You need not worry; we shall finish the 
Bill today, as \ on want. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: 1 do not know. Sir, if the 
honourable members wish to finish the Bill now; if so, I shall he deeply 
grateful, and then after adjournment come hack after 2-1’) p.m. for further 
business. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Why not meet again at 1-45 p.m. today? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No, no. That cannot he at least not 
today. Ma\ he from Monday. After 2-lb p.m. then* will he the third 
reading of this Bill and speeches will he dehveied on that occasion horn 
this side of tin* House. And particularly I may inform the llon'hlc the 
Chief Minister that he will he expected to reply to the points raised hv us 
regarding the Public Security Ordinance, and that I think will take some 
time, for we are very anxious to know the views of the Chief Minister with 
regard to his political opponents. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: May I suggest that we finish 
the amendments at least now and the third reading and udjourn till 2-15? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No, we can’t agree to that, as I have 
already intimated to the chair. 

Mr. BIJOY SINCH NAHAR: Bes/des, there arc many other speakers 
on the Pioneer Force Ordinance. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: May I suggest that we finish all the amendments 
now and adjourn and return for the third reading at 2-15? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That will be quite alright. I take it that there are 
no speakers on this motion? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, the Civil Pioneer Force 
has been extremely useful in maintaining supplies, and, generally speaking, 
whenever it has been found difficult to recruit local labour, it has stepped 
in and proved its utility. This is a force founded on military lines and 
under discipline akin to military discipline and consequently the provisions 
of this Ordinance are on lines that are applicable to military units. That 
is the reason why some of these provisions may appear somewhat drastio 
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if applied to ordinary labour units. We do not know exactly how things 
are going to shape. There are disturbances in the offing which I hope, 
however, will melt away and will not assume any serious shape, but we 
do not wish to give away an instrument in our hand which can be utilised 
in order to keep supplies going and the life of the community flowing. I 
think, Sir, a time may come — I hope it will not come — when the members 
opposite will appreciate the fact that wv have been able to continue the 
Civil Pioneer Force Ordinance. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in the 
schedule of the Bill the following be deleted, namel\ 

“HM7 III - The Bengal (nil Pioneer Force Oidinance, H)47.” 

The motion was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before tbe House is that clause 2 
stand part of the Bill. 

The mol ion was put and agreed to. 

The question hefon* the House is that the Title and Preamble be added 
t'v tbe Bill. 

The motion was put and agieed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: W e mac adjourn now and *it again at 2-K> p.m. 
toda\ . 

The Council then adjourned till 2-1 o p.m. 

(After n<1 lourn merit . ) 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Su, I beg to move that the 
Bill as settled in the Council he passed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mot ion mo\ed that the Bill as settled in the Council 
be passed. 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH RAY: Mr President, Sir. I beg to 
oppose the Bill. This Bill embodies the provisions of as many as those 
Ordinances of a highly repressive character which will affect most of the 
cherished civil and political liberties of the citizen. The League Ministry 
of Bengal has, h\ its brute majority, rushed this Bill through the Council 
despite stiff resistance of the Opposition. The Bill has not at all been 
modified in the light of the criticisms of its opponents. The Ministry has 
brushed aside the request that we made on the floor of this House for 
circulation of the Bill or that it had not t lit* patience to wait tor an examina- 
tion of the provisions of the Bill by a Select Committee of the House. It 
will emerge from tbe Council exactly in the form in which it has been 
presented. Still we think that we will fail in our duty if we do not protest 
against this authoritarianism — a menace which must be fought by all lovers 
ot democracy. 

These powers given, we are afraid, will find inevitable expression for 
personal and sectional aggrandisement and tor suppression of legitimate and 
political activities of the nationalist organisations. It is a matter of 
surprise that when there is enough restrictions on the press fresh powers 
are sought to cripple further the freedom ot the press under these Ordinances. 

I fail to understand how’ the revival of the Civic Guard organisation 
which could not stop communal Ttisturbances in the past will be of any use 
in future. Only the other day Hie police fired upon innocent students who 
happened to stage a demonstration in support of the freedom movement for 
Viet Nam under powers of these ordinances, and the same police, it is said, 
did not or do not say anything while the Muslim National Guards were and 
are marching in the streets of Calcutta in military uniform. The Collective 
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Fines Continuance Ordinance has also been administered in a manner dis- 
criminatory against a particular community. So far as the effectiveness of 
the measure is concerned, it has been disproved by the events that have 
occurred since the promulgation of the ordinances. Mr. Suhrawardy's 
Government has failed to prevent or control any of the communal or economic 
disasters in the Province. It is therefore nothing but a pretence on the 
part of our Hon’ble Chief Minister to say in justification of the ordinances 
that they are necessary tor the maintenance ot law and order in the country. 

But, the measure is certain to become law in due course. Opposition to 
the bill has been of no avail. Oui cry heio will he a mere cry in the wilder- 
ness. However, I shall conclude this with an appeal to the Hon'lde the 
Chief Minister that he may be pleased to see that these ordinance* may not 
be utilised in a discrinnnatoiy manner and that they may not he eseieised 
arbitrarily or unnecessarily. The policy of the (io\ernment is to deal fairly, 
squarely and justly with all people and there should not be anv question of 
discrimination. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Sir, I list* to oppose the passage 
of the Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill and m doing so l s »y 
that the day s of rule by Ordinance arc no more. Oidmances failed even in 
the hands of the mighty British Goyci nment m 19* 1, in 19-10, and 

194* and in se\erai othei years. The mighty Biitish Government with a 
mighty niachmeiy behind them could not stop any legitimate activity of 
tlu* people Ordinances an* neeessaiy in cases ot emergency to meet an 
emeigent situation. I do not think an\ such emergency has come at the 
piesent moment. Ratliei I should think that the ordinary laws of the land 
are quite siitiicient to eontiol any act ot lawlessness if them be any . It is 
a discredit on the part of jiny Government to rule by Onlmanees. It 
pre-supposes that the people aie not sympat het ie towards the government; 
people are against the actmties of the f lo\ erimieiit and as a soit of retalia- 
tion the Go\ernmcnt has startl'd enacting oidmances to control them under 
special pow eis. as though, {tract ically there is a state of war. 1 do not 
think such a stall* exists in Bengal, especially at piesent. The administra- 
tion of a country depends upon the goodwill of the people, and then* must 
hi absolute harmony between the ruler and the ruled. This series of 
Ordinances that aie being enacted on the floor of tin* legislature today, if 
thrust upon the people against their will is *uie to produce very bad effects. 
At least the people will not lie quite happy to be ruled by these ordinances. 
Sir, this is a time when a great political change 1 * coming over us and 
practically we are going to take ovci the absolute administration of the 
land. I* this the time to control people h\ means of ordinances? 1 do 
not think it would be a ‘credit on the part ot the piesent ministry to press 
tor these ordinances h\ continuing them; rather the present Government 
controlled by the piesent Ministry should appeal to tin* people and appeal 
to then good sense to shoulder the responsibility thal is coming to them 
very soon. Whipping is not always good. It may chastise naught \ boys 
but w hipping a nation i* always bad. Aja ordinance i* certainly a sojt of 
"‘hipping and should be avoided as much as possible and more so when it 
concerns a nation. 

Next, with reference to some of the special powers, I refer to the Bengal 
Special Power* Ordinance. Section * ot this Ordinance deals y\ith defini- 
tions and sub-section ( •> \(a) defines a prejudicial act and say* that 
prejudicial act means any act which is intended or is likely to cause dis- 
affection among, or to prejudice, prevent or interfere with the discipline, 
health or training of, or the performance ot their duties by, public servants, 
otc. Sir, this is very vague. It means that if any prejudicial act i* done 
it should be done in front of a police-station, so that a police officer may 
not injure his health hv running about ten or twelve miles to investigate 
ft case. It should be done, I mean, a prejudicial act should be done, not 
in the dead of night but in the day time, or at the end of the night. So 
that the police officer after finishing* his good sleep at night may comfortably 
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go for the investigation of the prejudicial act; thirdly, it means that no 
prejudicial act should be done in heavy rains lest the public servant going 
for its investigation may injure his health and this may add to the prejudicial 
act. Even if an act is done which is not prejudicial" but affects the health 
of the public servant it may become prejudicial and that is practically very 
peculiar. So it seems to me that any act which comes under this Ordinance 
must not be done in any malarious Or malaria stricken district or village, 
so that the public servant going for investigation may catch ipalaria and 
lose his health. No act of this nature should be done where there is 
epidemic so that a public servant going for investigation may lose his health. 
1 .think the word “health” has been very unhappily placed and that is why 
a discrimination has been made in the case of Dacca, and Noakhali anil 
Tippera. Dacca is certainly a malarious place where a public servant going 
on investigation may contact malaria and lose his health. So Dacca comes 
under tin* purview of this Ordinance, wheieas Noakhali and Tippera not 
being malarious places have been left out because any activities in 
these places may not injure the health ol ;i public servant; and I think that 
is why Tippera and Noakhali have been left out. Then comes {<!) prejudicial 
act cause fear or alarm to the public or to any section of the public — “To 
cause fear or alarm to the public” is very wide. It depends upon the sweet 
will ot the public; servant to determine wind lieu* an ahum lias been caused 
or not. It is therefore a inaeliineiy to harass any and even peison or any 
and every association ol peisons. The word “alarm” should June been 
defined. Then I come to (r) “prejudicial act to impede, delax or restrict 
the means of transport or locomotion, or any work necessary foi ihe supply 
or distribution ot any essential commodity”. To restrict means ot transport. 
A party max impede and delay, but how can it restrict? Does it mean that 
any net on the part of the railway servants or inn the 1 part of the labourers 
comes under the* purview ol prejudicial act? T do not know whether any 
strikes come under the prejudicial act. Strikes may cause rest iirt ion on 
the means of transport and impede, delay or restrict distribution of any 
essential commodity. So “essential commodity” should be defined more 
clearly. It is not (dearly defined. Essential commoditx may be anything 
or may not be anything. Then comes “prejudicial icjiort”. Prejudicial 
report means any report whet 1km true or false. It is used only or rather 
mainly for war news. 'When there is war in any country sometimes true 
news are not allowed to he* circulated because it may cause alarm. But I 
do not think a state of war is prevalent or present in Bengal where true news 
should also he suppressed. It any person approaches or is in the neighbour- 
hood of any such building, whatever may be his object and if a public 
servant thinks that he is theie to cause damage to that building lie can be 
nriested and brought before a court ol law. It ft a very wide power and 
in the hands of an unscrupulous public servant this approach may mean 
any I limp, this power may then be a machinery for harassing good people 
also. 

Chapter III deals with public safety and order. There is a provision 
in this chapter by which powers to require the assistance of certain persons 
have been given. During the war in 1914-18 we heard of special constables 
and lioxv under this section 13 provision for special constables has been 
made. It says “Any officer of Government authorised in this behalf by 
general or special order of the Provincial Government may, within such 
area as may be specified in the order, require any male person in that area 

to assist in the maintenance or restoration of law* ” It is practically 

conscription to be enrolled as special constables. It is a machinery to 
harass respectable persons and In fact many respectable persons have been 
harassed in the past in this way. Zemindars and business men even as 
old as oO years were called upon to be enrolled and that was a sort of terror 
to the village people specially of East Bengal. Now, we find that machinery 
has been souglit to be given under this Ordinance to the administration 
xv here unfortunately the number of unscrupulous persons are many. 
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Now, about the controls. The control has been a source of trouble to 
many, almost to all. I may cite an instance. The other day I found a 
permit for waterpipes issued in the year 1943 and even now the pipes have 
uot been supplied and the labourers of that place wanted to stage a strike 
tor want of water. Such is also the case with cement. One company got 
a permit some six months ago, even now the company has not got it though 
the entire value has been taken away from that company. This cement 
company is a very respectable and reputed firm of Calcutta. Control is 
thus creating difficulties in the way of the people. The Control has 
unfortunately created the black market and the name “black market’' has 
come with the Control. Whenever there is Control there is rise of prices; 
There is scarcity of materials, but all the materials can be found if excessive 
prices are paid. That is the difficulty of Control. 1 always saw in the 
hands of unscrupulous people, these Controls will he a sort of trouble to the 
people and they do not at all help. This Control does not help in any way 
the daily life of the people. The Chief Minister said that Ordinances and 
Controls should continue because the suppl\ is very icstiirted, and so when 
the supply is restricted Contiol is necessuiv tor e<juit\ oi distribution. Hut 
the reverse is the effect in practice. Whenever there is control, even if 
there is less supply, it becomes lesser still, and good portion of the 
controlled aiticle goes somew hole, m>bod\ knows. The\ are again returned 
by some unknown channel to the people at excessively high prices and that 
i> the difficulty. Taking advantage of this Control, some firms, some people 
have become immensely rich. Those living on fixed pa\ basis, the public, 
sc] van Is, the private servants and those earning fixed pay are put to great 
haidship on account of this Control. So l think these Control Ordinances 
should not he allowed to be continued. Let normal trade routes be left 
open and if there be anv Control it should control the celling price of every 
commodity and that ceiling price control should be rigidh unforced. 
Regarding suppK , normal trade channels should he left open. W ith these 
words I oppose the passage of the Bengal Ordinances 'temporary hnactment 

Bill, 19-47. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: 1 rise to oppose the passage oi this Bill. Wo have 
heard the Hon’ble Chief Minister lemaiking that there is something in the 
offing tor winch some Security Ordinance as envisaged in this 'temporary 
Enactment Bill is being passed. We want to have detailed information 
) mni the Minister. He has not explained what was in the offing. Sir, 
after a veiv good lunch in a mutual ndmiiation soeietv the ( hief Minister 
is dozing. He woke up onlv when m\ friend on this side brouglil up the 
talk of the whip when he was making the comparison of the whip with this 
Ordinances Bill and lie was tickled a hit and jolted down something to whip 
us with. I would like him to la* a little hit mindful about our appeals 
and on requests made in our speeches w bile opposing the Ordinances 
principle. We are trving to nnpiess { 1 he Hon hie Mr. II. S. 

SiiUMWvHDV: On a point of peisonal explanation. Sir, I say I am 

listening. I am bound to listen but I *»m not bound to see.) AV e have 
been for so main days impressing upon him as well as on the of hoi side, 

1 mean members on the (iovornment benches, some of whom agiee with us 
and they have given vent to then feelings in the lobbies and some oi the 
European members also who do not like that this province should be ruled 
by such Oidinances. Sir, we are of course pleased to learn, although we 
do not know whether the Honlde Chief Minister will keep his word later, 
that as soon as he finds that things have come to normal the-e Ordinances 
will lie repealed or taken away, but we find that there aio two Ordinances 
at least which ;lre in complete contradiction to the state of things that 
exist at present. The first is the Ding Contiol Order and the second is the 
Consumers* Goods Control Order, both of which are ictarding the actual 
supply of goods in the market for the ordinary people and the common man 
is not at all benefited by them. The Rent Ordinance, it has already been 
accepted by the (kief Minister, will be repealed later, it was not necensary 
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to include it in this temporary enactment Bill. But, Sir, what we find 
missing here is that although these unnecessary Ordinances hare been 
introduced and are being rushed through here, there is nothing here which 
will even at this, non-emergency period carry on with the normal essential 
life of the community and that is an Ordinance to prevent strikes or interrup- 
tion of the Essential Services. Here I may say that 1 wanted to elicit 
information on the point of principle as to whether adjudication is ordered 
in even case when it is found that either the strikes are unreasonable oi 
the employers are unreasonable, or whoever among the two parties is 
unreasonable, if an adjudication ordered or only in some cases, the (iovern- 
ment simply kept quiet. As tor instance, I would like to refer to the case 
which was being brought by one of my friends here hut which lie missed, 
namely, that the labourers in a certain place went on strike loi the sole 
reason of non-supply of water. They could not get water because no tube- 
wells could he sunk as permits tor the supply ot pipes had to he obtained 
in the first instance. The permit was obtained in 11143 but even in the \e;:i 
11)47, with the permit, the materials could not he obtained. Lahouieis an* 
of course not very liteiate person*, and the\ did not know what was happen- 
ing in the (toverninenfs channel ot distribution, which is quite abiionuaJ. 
But nowhere in any ot the Oidinances have the ( hivcrninent thouglil it tit 
even at the end oi the emergency period that the natural channel oi dMn- 
bution should lie brought into operation. In the case ot the Ding Conliol 
Order the natural channel ot distribution was ud\ocated not only m this 
House but also in the central legislature that it should be hospitals, 
dispensaries, doctors and patients; instead it went in the shops fii>t and 
then to prescriptions and then to patients. Prescriptions weie sold by some 
ot the doctors and medicines thus found then way into the black maiket. 
Whut was the Entoicemeiit Blanch doing, Sir? Nothing. When mii'tuid 
oil was de-cont rolled from the statute hook, hands oi mustard oil weie 
found in Calcutta; they surely did not come lion, umleigrouiid. tiom thr 
Hewers of Calcutta; they weie in open places but the Kntoi cement Branch 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Han- you found those 

barrels ? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Cntortunately . nof. Hilt so lia\t‘ man \ ollit'is. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Then you must lie very 
unlucky. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: But as soon as tin* ContioJ was removed mustard 
oil is being sold in the maiket again. What 1 mean to say is that even 
when there is a Control order, essential commodities must he made available, 
and in their absence there is expected to be a labourers' strike or a niehters’ 
strike or some other strike winch will paralyse the society. But no provi- 
sions have been made in order to make such strikes illegal when it is really 
the duty ot the (iovernment to continue the maintenance of an essential 
civic organisation. Take the case ot ti.miwax strike. In this case the 
Company is keeping quiet, the (ioveinment are keeping quiet and the 
workers are keeping quiet. Sometimes the European members taunt us 
and sometimes they excite us also saying why should we not do this and 
that. But l would ask them why should they, being legislators here, not 
raise their voice when this Bill is being rushed through — well. 1 would not 
say rushed through — we ha\e had our chance;- -when the (ioveinment even 
in normal times and even after tin* war was over aie trying to continue to 
have extension of all these Ordinances which were necessary during tin* war 
period and when the civil liberties oi the people are being curtailed, nothing 
is heard from my European friends. Mr. Morgan hail his snubbing from 
the Chief Minister at the time when lie objected to the observance ot holiday 
on the Kith August last and when he was told that if it was not a holiday 
lie would have run the risk of his hat Wing taken off or lii> necktie being 
snatched away. Now, Sir, they have no sympathy for us because they do 
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not care. Sir, as pointed out by Mr. Das, I want to get this information 
from the Chief Minister whether this Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enact- 
ment Bill is going to be utilised at all against all those who oppose the 
Government only and not against those criminals whose actions do really 
bring about disruption. What will be the state of luture Bengal, that is 
after June 19481" We certainly have some fright — some misgiving — but 
we all want Bengal to be ruled by both Hindus and Muslims together for 
the benefit of all sections ol the people. A\ e do not want one party rule and 
the Chief Minister himself gave out at another place that he does not want 
one-party rule. If you do not want that why do you bring these Ordinance* 
to create misgivings m the mind of the people and say that these Ordinances 
arc necessary. Many ot the members of the other side would he quite 
willing to agree with us. if “whips** were not used that they must he herded 
together and must vote for the Oidinanees with the idea that it is according 
to the direction from the Central Government. Then, Sir, as 1 pointed out 
hefoie. why should the Chief Minister be so meek and submissive to the 
Central Government? He wanted Pakistan, why then this suhmissiveness 
all on a sudden, that he must carry out the dictates of the Central Govern- 
ment? Is it because his Finance Minister wants so much subvention from 
the Cent i e to maintain the Civil Supply Department at a cost ot 14 or lb 
erores? Allot all they are not getting it because the ('mitral Government 
are as nearly bankiupt as this Government. So the best thing is to win 
over the goodwill ot all sections ot the people in the province. Wo on this 
sale ot the House certainly want to co-operate with you. But we do not 
want to lie exploited or dominated by any one. Why this Ordinances Hill 
should at all he brought in and much hitter feeding mused when other steps 
should he taken to allow us. the Opposition to sit together and co-operate, 

1 tail to understand. We* would request the Chief Mmistei to think along 
this line of lepealing all these Ordinance's as quickly as he* can. His own 
pait.y members in the* Central Legislature - as the' ludio announces today — 
are* living to get tin* Cential Government agree to re*pe*al Coiisumeos’ Goods 
( ontiol Oidinatice I would ieejue*st him once again that as soon as he 
finds- the sennit'! it is possible the* bcttei lie* should withdraw all these* 
tcnipoi.ii \ e*na<*lnients ami not only that, he should extend his hand of 
co-operation to all members id the* Opposition, the Congress, the Hindu 
Mahasahha and others not even to the* exclusion ot the Europeans whose 
inteiests aie not at stake*. If we combine the* British ruling class cannot 

i <*m.i i ii 1m*i e*. 1 will aUo icquest him not to carry on a rout inc-boiind 

administiation guide'd b\ the I C.S. They do not so much can* to find out 
w hat these Ordinances art* and the* Chief Minister having not sufficient time 
cannot go through all the provisions of th<*se Ordinances. If the Chief 
Minister had time to go through the* schedule he would have found that 

some aitirh*s should ha\e been excluded. These Ordinances have been 

brought in as it the yvar is still there* oi as if there is going to he a civil war 
m Bengal. If you hn\e the* good will ot I he* people* then* woulel have ht*en 
no necessity tor the* police* help during the perioel from Ibth August to Hlih 
August. In our side, south ot Alip»>re.*noi one ease ot stabbing, or looting, 
or burning or munler was repnrte*d, although on our thre*e side's people wen* 
fighting. We did not call tor police* help. We* the Hindus and the Muslims 
wen* together and helped those who wanted it, gave them shelter. It the 
people are intent on having a civil war the* police cannot stop it. This will 
only make for more misehief and, let loose the* goomhts. Bengal has 
suffered too much during the wai and ulso alter the war. I do not think 
we should he made to suffer again when there is no emergency and when 
we are* just goyig to have the power transferred to us. It we remove all 
tlmse Ordinances and if we* unite we shall be able to build a province bette*r 
than any other in India. 

Mr. HAGENDRA NATH M0H0LAN0BI8H : Mr. President, Sir, I 
beg to oppose the consideration of the passing of this Bill mainly on the 
ground that this is a very novel methoel °f enacting several Ordinances into 
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law without giving the legislature and opportunity 'fo discuss the provisions 
of those Ordinances in detail. This shows that the Legislative Department 
• >f this Government was not disposed to take time by the forelock. If the 
department was apprehensive that the Ordinance was going to expire they 
ought to get it for a longer time as long as the law permitted so that this 
Ordinance might be brought within the purview of a Bill and have it passed 
through the Legislature they should have brought in actual Bills before the 
House so that the House could examine each one of those provisions and 
suggest their amendments and to try to improve upon the provisions of such 
Bills. To ask for the sanction of a Legislatuie to continue certain Ordinances 
not one, not two but near about a dozen Ordinances ad hoc— -and to ask tins 
Legislature to consent to their continuance is, f submit, an insult to this 
Legislature. You enacted these Ordinances practically only a few month" 
before and at that time you had the time and the opportunity to bring for- 
ward each one of those Ordinances before this House. But you carefully 
avoided that and had the Governor sign the ordinances to make them law. 
That means that this is a law which a particular Minister thought should 
be enacted without the sanction of the Legislature. Thev thought that it 
should not come to the Legislatmo or that at the turn 1 of issuing these 
Ordinances if 1 concede that they had no turn* to have a Bill and to haw 
it passed through the Legislature. Thev produced Ihe Oidmances hut 
then they knew that the Ordinances could not continue tor nioie than "i\ 
months or if the Legislature sat they would lapse within six weeks of the 
first, meeting of the Legislature whichever i" earlier. But whatevei nun be 
the position at that time, if the Government thought that these Ordinances 
ought, to he continued for some time more than was permissible I submit 
that all these Ordinances should have been separately In ought forward in 
the form of Bills. To ask us to say that all these Ordinances should continue 
for another period is to force us to say either “Yes 01 “No . 1 submit 

that, so tar as I could gather, there has never been any pievious occasion 
when such legislation was sought to be enacted in the wav in which it i" 
sought to ho done in this connection. Whether it was in order oi not to 
introduce a Bill of this nature I do not like to discuss but 1 must submit 
with all the seriousness that 1 can command that it was most undesirable 
that the Government should bring forward a Bill of two sections which 
would actually imply that several hundreds ot sections in scveial enactments 
should have the sanction of law and the sanction ot this Legislatuie 


The next point that 1 would like to submit is that none of these 
Ordinances is really necessary to be continued. We have been mled bv 
the Defence of India Rules from 1M!) to 1!>4’> dining the war. It was well 
known that these Defence of India Bales would expire utter f> months fiom 
the end ot the war or from the declaration of the cessation ot life emergency . 
That was known to the Government and the Government should ha\e there- 
fore armed themselves with proper legislation in time. As tor instance. I 

should sji \ . one of the Oidinanees which has now been luought forward and 

included in the Schedule ot this Bill was passed only a day before this 

Council met in Septembei. Now is it not ijuite palpable that the idea ot 

the Government was to have theii own way and not to consult the Legislatuie 
before they had practically enacted a law oi that nature namely the Civic 
Ouards Ordinance? Now let us consider vvliat was tin* urgency, "hat was 
the emergenev in which that Ordinance was passed a day earlier than the 
date fixed for the session of this Legislature to begin. In any other country, 
I submit, this soit of procedure would not have been countenanced by any 
legislature. I do not think the Hon’ble Minister in charge can contend 
that the enacting of these Ordinances a day or two later would have caused 
anv disaster to the province, or that the position was such that a delay oi 
24 hours or even ot 24 days would have mattered in the least, this shows 
how this particular Govemmeut was really slighting the and 

how they are governing in their own arbitrary way. That shows tiieir 
entire disrespect towards the Legislature, and in any case if we allow these 
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things to go on without protest it means that in every matter Government 
may have an Ordinance promulgated even a few days before the Legislature 
is in session and then come forward hefme the House and ask for their 
enactment and continuance. 1 submit that this was never the intention of 
the Government of India Act. It will be a violation of the principles 
underlying legislation within the pm view ot the Cun eminent of India Act; 
why does the Government of India Act piovide that Ordinances made under 
that Act should not continue for more than m\ weeks after the Legislature 
sits. Sir, what was the idea? The idea was that the Legislature must be 
given an opportunity to discuss all these things. 11 Goyeniment want to 
continue the provisions ot those Otdmauees Goyernmcnt should hiing tor- 
ward Bills to lhat effect so that c\en clause ol those Hills may he scrutinised 
and the Legislature mav have an opportunity ot eithei allowing oi disallow- 
ing those pieces ot legislation. 1 his is certainly a \ei\ gioss violation ot 
the principles ot legislation. Now, Sir, the first thing that has been 
brought forward within the Bill is the Bengal Civic Guaids and Collective 
Lines Ordinance. Now this Collective Fines business is going on ically 
from tin* month of August last year whether the Legislatuie should ha\e 
actually accepted the ]>i meiple* which have been laid down m those 
Ordinances and whethei they have been modified or not is a different mattei, 
hut Government seem to think that what they have thought out and the 
principles that Government have considered to he light must he accepted 
b\ the Legislature without in any way modifying it. I only want to 
impress upon the House that lie* time through which we ate passing now 
is a time when out* should not icl\ upon the unletteied discretion ol 
Government . As I have said we have come to a critical time utter the 
declaration oi the 20th of February b\ the British Parliament and we should 
like by all means to come together, Hindus and Muslims, and other 
communities and devise ways and means how best we can turf her the 
interests of the province, and how we can help in having oil i independence 
without any lutch or trouble. It is not necessan to have all these Ordinances 
with a view to the governance of the country because the majority party 
governing Bengal at the present moment is really trying to bind the 
minority community by these Ordinances. 1 hi* majority party does not 
really consider that then own party should he governed by these Ordinances 
also. It is perfectly ideal that the majority party intend to hind us the 
minority party hy these Ordinances. As I have had occasion to point out 
m connection with one of the Ordinances, namely. No. <S ot 1 040, that is, 
the Dacca Area Security Ordinance. 1 04G . whieli prohibits dulling and 
Using uniforms. On all these points 1 made my emninents at that time and 
1 do not like to repeat them now. But 1 think that in view ot the political 
change that is coming over to us the ( hie! Minister should think it thrice 
before he yvants to place this Bill on the Statute Book. As you ha\o got 
overwhelming majority you can ha\e any layy that you want to be passed 
through both the Chambers ot the Legislature without much difficulty. 
What is the harm then it you just wait a few months and see what happens 
After that if you think proper you can have any ot these Ordinances and 
extraordinary power at any time. there is no difficulty. j here is no such 
turmoil, no such disputes, troubles or agitation in this country just at this 
moment yydueli would require you to have recourse to extraordinary powers. 
Therefore 1 appeal to the Government just to wait and see and leave this 
Bill aside and see what happens. ) on can have your Ordinances at any 
moment if the Legislature is not in session. Aon can pass any legislation 
you like at any time. Therefore the idea of governing that extraordinary 
power — that Ordinance — should lie abandoned and an Attempt should be 
made to see as to how the position stands if this extraordinary legislation is 
not with the Government. That ought to be the attitude of the Govern- 
ment. I would just refer to the few Ordinances which arc being sought to 
be extended. Now, Sir, take the Bengal Molasses ( ontro] Ordinance. \\ hat 
was the hurry about it? How many sugar mills are there in Bengal which 
would require protection ot the Bengal Molasses ( ontrol Ordinance? I do 
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not know, ami then we do not know why the other Ordinance — the Bengal 
Drugs Control Continuance Ordinance .should be kept alive for a further 
tern. My friends Mr. Naliar and Mr. l>u,s have already spoken about it 
and it has been the experience of many of us, if not all of us, that because 
of this control order it is very difficult to find drugs we need. The next 
Ordinance that has been brought forward within the ambit of the schedule 
is the Calcutta Rent Ordinance on which I think «i Bill has been introduced 
and which is at the present moment on the anvil of the Legislature and we 
are discussing its provisions. Why then bring this Rent Ordinance within 
this Bill Y I would ask win to consider whethei it is at all necessary to 
have this Rent Ordinance Bill wlien we are considering the Bill itself. The 
Bengal Special Powers Ordinance has aUo been included herein and I would 
like to know why these powers are required b\ the Government. Who are 
the persons against whom these special powers are going to be used and 
why? Regarding the Bengal Oonsiimeis' (foods Oidmance, my friends have 
already stated that this Control is nol at all necessan . Many items of t lie 
Consumers’ (foods Ordinance are ai tides of luxury and if they are controlled 
there would not lie any difficulty for the ordinaiy people. It is my idea 
that more the Control the more the black maiketing and corruption. So 
every (iovernment should decontrol the articles as soon as possible after 
the war. On the othei hand we find here that our (iovernment are trwng 
to keep this control as long as possible. You cannot feed the people of 
(this province. Your procurement policy is going to fail. The price of rice 
lias gone up in every district and m spite of the assurance of ‘the Chief 
Minister, I venture to predict that there will be a serious scarcity of food- 
stuffs in Bengal this \ear. Perhaps theie max la* a famine much more 
terrible than what we saw in 11)4-1. Dnccf xour action and your energx to 
those tilings which would save millions ol people than going m for these 
special powers to gag the press nr to -.top the associations to hold meetings 
or to stop the political movement. Sir, we lm\e already dealt with the 
various Ordinances more or less but before I conclude I would like to suggest 
once more that we should better give up control for the time being both as 
regards the diffeient articles and men and let us see how Bengal tares and 
in the meantime let us all — all parlie? — meet together and consider how 
best we can accept the transfer of power from the Butish Government in 
the interest of all the people not onh of this province but also of India. 

Mr. 8ATI8H CHANDRA SEN: Sir, this controversy over this piece of 
legislation seems to me to be a tempest in a tea pot Now, Sir, the ques- 
tion that is before this House is this that there are cm lain (hdinanres which 
have been promulgated long ago and which ha\e been the actual law of the 
country for the time being for a temporary period t hey are now sought to 
be retained as law for a hut her period and ioi that purpose this Bill has 
been brought in. Now. the objections as tar as 1 could gather, aie two 
fold— one is, that the rule b\ Ordinances is bad and the other is that control 
is bad. With respect to the first, — I quite agree that it is bad. But here 
we are asked to make the provision ot the Ordinance a** law — on our passing 
the same they will be no longer Ordinance but the law of the country. 

With respect to the other thing — regarding controls of different articles, 
we find the control even where- — from birth to death, Control has been the 
order of the day. So, Sir, I do not find any objection to this aspect of the 
question. The only question that we can consider is whether certain provi- 
sions which are no longer necessary to be retained in the Ordinances should 
be continued or not. That is really the proposition that should be consider- 
ed. Now for that purpose the mutter has been brought before the Legis- 
latures. It has been already conquered in the Assembly and after consider- 
ing the tiling it has been passed. Yes. it may be that it has been passed 
by brute majority. But unfortunately in a democratic country the majority 
must rule. So I do not think we can possibly object to that. The same 
objection might be made and is made by the minority parties in the Congress 
provinces but that can be of no avail because the majority must rule and 
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the wishes of the majority must be carried. It is no question of right or 
wrong but that has been passed in the Assembly. In this House also the 
matter has been considered. We have passed the stage of consideration. 
Many controversial points have been raised and many arguments have 
already been advanced while the Bill was in the stage of consideration. But 
we are now at the third stage, at the third reading. Now over this ques- 
tion if we now again raise all these objections — I do not think that it would 
be reasonable for us to do so and thereby to cause delay. Why we should 
delay the consideration of this matter at this stage*' But 1 quite agree that 
there is the right of the members to advance any argument they like at any 
available oppoitunity or at any stage. They can do it. but. a* I pointed 
out, at this stage, at third reading stage, the piesent debate -cents to me 
a tempest in a tea pot. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: 1 would like t<> congratulate 
the House on having pa— ed the Bill, toi not having amended the Bill and 
tor maintaining it in the form in which they received it from tin* Assembly 
They have undoubtedly leali-ed the urgency and the necessity ol tin* Bill 
and consequently have used then disci limnatory powers by passing it in 
tin* form in winch they received it. 1 do not know why the honourable 
members opposite still m-j-t on calling’ tin- Bill Ordinances. It is no mme 
an Ordinance It i- now going to be an Act. It is no more a question 
of Mile by Ordinances. An bonouiabb* memhei lias asked me to assure him 
that these Ordinances oj any p.nticular Ordinance —I suppose he was 
paiticulnrly riderring to the Special Power** Ordinance —will not be used in 
a discriminatory mannei. I baidK think that any such assurance is called 
for. We have not u-ed it in a discrimmaton manner. As a matter of 
fact, if at all then* aie apprehensions on this side oi that side ot the House 
because these Ordinance- confer more power- on (iovenmient, I should say 
that these Ordinance- will be administered by person-, undoubtedly servants 
of Government, who perhaps belong 1 in the main to the same persuasion .is 
my friends opposite. I however ha\e no doubt in my own mind that there 
1- no cau.se for apprehension on the pait ot either side of the House. These 
Ordinances now about to be turned into law will be enforced without any 
distinction of whether the persons who will be affected by it belong to the 
Ministerial group or not. that i- to -ay*, whethei he is in tin* opposition or 
otherwise. The honourable member ba- stated tliat there wa- no necessity 
for some of these measures as the ordinary law of the land would be sufficient, 
to control lawlessness — these are the words that he used, Sir, as far as 1 
remember. I do not know whether he really meant them or not. It. is 
true that the ordinary law of tin* land is sufficient to control ordinary lawless- 
ness, but these special poweis are applicable not to ordinary* lawlessness 
but to extraordinary lawlessness. He went further and stated that the 
promulgation of these Ordinances is equivalent t<> the “whipping of a 
nation”. I think, however, that that is placing the matter too high. It 
is not at all equivalent to the whipping of a nation, but the whipping of the 
bad boys of a nation, and I think that on that point I am sure that all of 
us will agree that bad boys should he properly and adequately dealt with. 
In any* event the Special Powers Ordinance which will now* be passed for 
six months only* and may* he continued for another six months will be placed 
before this House, as also other Ordinances in the form of Bills, in the form 
ot separate Bills, and members of this House will have an ample opportunity 
of amending them in a reasonable and suitable manner. I would also like 
to tell the House that the Special Powers Ordinance particularly will be 
brought in with* a limitation of two years only. We do not propose to 
maintain the Ordinance on the Statute Book for a longer period than two 
years and we hope that it will not be continued thereafter, but I am sure 
that if an emergency arises for which the honourable members consider it 
desirable that it should be continued they will come up again before the 
House for extension. 
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One honourable member ban suggested that Government should appeal 
to the people and the public for co-operation, and another member has askell 
what will be the attitude of Government regarding the future constitution. 
Sir, it is rather too early in the. day to speak of tile future constitution, as 
nobody yet knows what form it will take. I can however visualise that 
whatever may be the form, the Province of Bengal will attain independent 
status and under these circumstances, as I have stated elsewhere, it is highly 
desirable that Government should be carried on not only with the co-opera- 
tion of all sections of the people but that all sections of the people should 
have a voice in t he Government of the country. It is thus and thus only 
that the administration and the people in general will have confidence in 
Government and undoubtedly such a Government will work for Bengal. I 
hardly think it necessary for me to meet other points raised by the honour- 
able members. Somebody spoke about tramways and the fact that we have 
not provided anything in the Ordinances for this. I do not think that it 
is necessary to have such Ordinances as there are law’s already in existence 
to meet these cases. The Tramways Company has not effected a lock-out. 
The Tramways Company, it must be said to their credit, accepted the 
Government offer of adjudication, the previous conciliation having failed. 
The workers still remain adamant. It seems to me that apart from the 
coercive action which Government are most reluctant to take, the matter 
must be left to the employers and employees to settle among themselves, 
the Government stepping in tor the purpose of maintaining peace and order. 
I hope a solution will be found but if a solution is not found I hope steps 
w'ill be taken which will enable the tramways to function in the near future. 
There is no power yet in the hands of Government to take over such 
companies and to run the services through police and military as was being 
done during the war in other countries. Sir, Mr. Roy has adverted on 
several occasions to what he terms as undue submissiveness of this Govern- 
ment to the Central Government in continuing Control because the Central 
Government want those Controls to he continued. It is not a question of 
submissiveness at all; nor is it a question of falling into line with the Central 
Government. But when an article is controlled at the source and the 
source is in the hands of the Central Government, the provincial Govern- 
ment have no other alternative but to fall in line with the Central Govern- 
ment. But it is not a question of submissiveness. It is a question of 

natural sequence of events. In the circumstances I hope this House with- 
out more ado pass this Bill so that it may be enacted as soon as possible 

and placed on the Statute Book before the 17th of March. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is ihat the Bill as 
settled in the Council be passed. 

The motion was put and a Division taken w’ith the following result: — 


AYE8 — 38. 


Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud 
Mr. Nur Ahmad 

Ral Bahadur Dhirandra Lai Barua 
Mr. Raajuddln Bhuiya 
Khan Bahadur 8yad Abdur Ratid 
Ghotadhury 

Mr. Choudhury Moamm H attain 
Mr. Mamklul Huq Chowdhury 
Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury 
Khan Bahadur Abdul Latlf Chowdhury 
Mr. Byod Faila Rabbi Chowdhury 
Mr. Yutuf All Chowdhury 
Mr. 0. E. Clark# 

Mr. D. J. Cohan, O.B.E. 

Mrs. Labanyapraoha Outt 
Tha Hon'bla Mr. Abdul Oaf ran 
Mr. A. M. Bhahoodul Naqua 


Mr. G. J. K. Hook 

Tha Hon'bla Mr. Baiytd Muauamuddln 
Hoasaln 

Mr. Latafat Hossain 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan 

Mr. Abdul Latlff 

Mr. Gaorga Morgan, C.I.E. 

Mr. Tarak Nath Mukhorjaa 

Khan Bahadur Ghyashutfdln Pathan 

Mr. Abdul Rashid 

Mr. Amulyadhont Roy 

Miss Ethal Robartson, C.8.M.G. 

Mr. Sallth Chandra 8an 
Or. Kasiruddin Talukdar 
Mr. Md. Tauftq 

Khan Sahib Maulvl Wahlifunann 
Ha|l Md. Yuauf 
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NOES — 11. 


mr. Lalit Otiantfra Da* 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta 
Mr. 8atish Chandra Jana 
Rai Bahadur Brojandra Mohan Maitra 
Mr. Nagondra Nath Mohofanabish 
Mr. BIJoy Singh Nahar 


Ral Bahadur Jogtndra Nath Ray 
Mr. Biran Roy 
Mr. Biswanath Roy 
Mr. Patlram Roy 

Mr. Brojandra Klthora Roy GhowBhury 
Mr. Charu Chandra 8anyal 


The Ayes being 32 and the Noes 12 the motion was carried. 


The Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN! Sir, 1 beg to introduce the 
Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947, and also to give notice that 
I shall move at short notice on the 19th March 1947 that the said Bill be 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) Mr. Syed Fazle Habbi Chowdhury, 

(2) Mr. Abdul Latif Chowdhury, 

(3) Chowdhury Moazzem Hussain, 

(4) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmad, 

(<*») Mr. Mukhleswar Hu liman, 

((>) Mr. Amulyadhone Hoy, 

(7) Mr. (i. Morgan, 

(8) Mr. Bntiram Hoy, 

(9) Mr. Biren Hoy, 

(10) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, and 

( 11 ) the mover, 

with instructions to submit tlmir report by the 31st March 1947 and that 
the number of members whose presence shall he necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be five. 

Thi> Bill was published in the Calcutta Gazette Extraordinary, on the 
11th March 1947 and necessary number of copies of the Bill were sent by 
the Legislative Department to the Legislative Council Department for distri- 
bution to the members of the Council. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: We want time to give our amendments. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am suggesting 3 p.m. on the 17th March, i.e., 
the coming Monday. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: We object to the Minister’s statement 
regarding short notice. Why should he have a short notice for this? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Today is the 13th and the Hon’ble Minister is only 
moving for reference to Select Committee. There can be only two amend- 
ments, one that the Bill be circulated for eliciting public opinion and the 
other for change in the personnel of the Select Committee suggested by him. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: There can be an amendment with 
respect to the time also within which Jthe Select Committee is to report. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. That should not require much time on your part. 
So you agree to my suggestion fixing 3 p.m. on Monday for putting in 
amendments. * 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No objection. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Can we take up the general discussion of the budget 
nowP 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: To .this I have my objection, Sir. Will 
you kindly hear me? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, what is it? • 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: We want two days and we would like 
to have the 17th and the 18th for the purpose. Today we have given about 
four hours’ time to the Government for the passing of this Bill. We worked 
two hours in the morning, which is our scheduled time and over and above 
that, we have just now been sitting for more than one and half hours, or 
for one hour and 45 minutes to be exact. So w'e request that the general 
discussion of the budget should not be started today. It will have a very 
bad effect, Sir; besides many members from our side want to speak on the 
budget. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: May I have the views of Mr. Morgan? 

Mr. CEORCE MORGAN: About what? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Perhaps Mr. Morgan has not been 
listening. It is this: The question is whether the general discussion of 
the budget will start now. I am pointing out that wo have already worked 
in the morning for two hours and this time we have worked lor one houi 
and forty-five minutes, and this makes a total of 3 hours and 45 minutes. 1 
We are mi I it led to further two days for the general discussion of the budget. 
But if we start then the remaining portion of the day will he taken as a 
full day and only one day will remain. This is riot, considered fair by my 
party for many members of my party want to speak on the budget. There- 
fore I suggest that the discussion of the budget may take place on the 17th 
and 18th, lor full two days. That is what I was suggesting to the Chair. 

Mr. CEORCE MORGAN: In that case my opinion is that the 17th and 
the 18th would be the best suitable days to have the budget discussion and 
finish if. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: We have no objection on this 
side. But could we not have the debate on the supplementary estimates 
on the 18th also? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Let us see what progress is made. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: We would rather have the discussion on 
the supplementary estimates on Wednesday, the 19th. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The Finance Minister will perhaps require three 
quarters of an hour to reply to the discussion — — - 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I shall require at least one hour, 
Sir. I could not dn justice to the subject in less than one hour. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then, how much time will be left for the others? 
So supplementary estimates' cannot be taken up on the 18th. 

. The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Very well. Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT* All right. The House stands adjourned till 2-10 
p.in, tomorrow'. 


Adjournment. 


The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Friday, the 14th March, 

1947. 
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Members absent 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 13th 
March, 1947 : — 

(1) Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das, 

(2) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. 

(3) Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazal Ellahi, 

(4) Mr. Mangturam Jaipuria, 

(5) Khan Bahadur Alhadj Shaikh Muhanuuad Jan 

(6) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(7) Alhaj Yar Ali Khan, 

(8) Mr. Sved Abdul Majid, 

(9) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(10) Dr. Kuinud Sankar Kay and 

(11) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed 
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First Session, 1947— No. 18. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Friday the 14th March, 1947, at ‘M5 p.m., being the 18th 
day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section (i2(~)(a) of the 
Government of India Act, 19-LL 

Mr. Deputy President (Mr. Amu r Hamid Ciiowdiichy, j.p, ) was in the 
Chair. * 

Laying of Appropriation Accounts for 1944-45, Audit Report, 1946 am 
Finance Accounts for 1944-45. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: In compliance to Section' 1(11) o 
the Government of India Act, 194o, 1 beg to lay before the Council tlu 
Appropriation Accounts for 194440 and the Audit Report, 194(1, as also tin 
Finance Accounts for 194440 and the Audit Reports, 1940. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir. 1 rise on a point of order. 
point is this that these accounts were audited hut this House has nl 
representation in the Public Accounts Committee which examined the account! 
of these reports. I understand that they will be published under tlu 
authority ot tin* Bengal Legislative Council. When we have no hand if 
the matter we cannot allow our names to he associated with the publication 
of these accounts. We have had no opportunity of discussing and examining 
them and therefore my point is that they should not be published under tin 
authority ot the Bengal Legislative Council. So it is useless to present the 
accounts report here. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Mi. may 1 have \our pel mission to move 
ft short-notice motion tor the puiposc ot lefernng this to a Committee of thii 
House so that this ( ommiltee max go tluougk the repot t and then submit * 
report to this House ? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT. At this stage you cannot do that because 
it has been presented. This is not the occasion to move the motion. Ai 
regards the point raised by Mr. Mazumdar, I fully appreciate it. It is noi 
a new question. It is an old question which has been agitating the mirui 
of this House for a long time Scxerul linn*'* this question was raised on 
the floor of this House and several time.'* it tiied to come to a decision hut 
that decision is not in sight as yet. A few days hack, as far as 1 remember, 
when this question was raised, the Hon’ble President informed the House 
that the matter is receiving his consideration. I believe it is still undei 
consideration. The Hon’ble the Finance Minister has presented the 
Accounts ami we are to receive them without comment. About oui 
representation on the Public Accounts Committee the Government have not 
yet come to any decision and they are expected to come to a decision, if any 
decision is to be arrived at at all. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: My point is that this should not be 
published undgr our authority, i.e., under the authority of the Bengal 
Legislative Council. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI. Sir, with your permission, may 
J[ clarify the position. Government will take some time to arrive at a deci- 
sion on this point. In fact, Government decided to extend the representa- 
tion on th%Pubiic Accounts Committee jto this House, but Government 

40 ^ 
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could not "implement that decision ah there was some legal difficulty. A 
conference was held between the Hon’ble President and the Hon’ble 
Speaker. It was decided at the conference that the matter should be 
referred to the Advocate-General for his opinion if a Public Accounts* Com- 
mittee can be formed with the members of the Upper Hou.se included in it 
and whether that will be intra vires of the Government of India Act, 1935. 
As far as I remember a few days back I received the views of the Advocate- 
General and his ojpinion is that a joint committee of Public Accounts will 
ibe ultra vires of the Government of India Act, 1 935. So. we shall again 
have to examine the question. We fully sympathise with the sentiments 
of the honourable members of the Upper House that they should take part 
in the discussion of the Public Accounts Committee. Government likes to 
be on the safe side and they cannot give effect to any decision which may’ 
be ultra vires of the Government of India Act, 198'). 

Sir MD. AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: I think the House might 
remember that this question has been engaging the attention of this House 
since the inauguration of the Provincial Autonomy. In the very beginning 
the whole question was thoroughly gone into. As the Finance Minister has 
already pointed out, there are certain things which are not within the 
competence of this House to discuss, namely, the question of finance. 
This is really in the background of this whole question. I distinctly 
remember that this question of the representation of the members of the 
Upper House on the Public Accounts Committee was thrashed out on many 
occasions. Ami the difficulty is experienced not only in the other provinces 
in India where there are two chambers but also m other countries wheie 
there are more than one representative institutions. Now. Sir. pel haps this 
Government of India Act, 198 '), will In* scrapped up by June 1948 and till 
then we might have to experience this difficulty. Ot cnuise there are certain 
powers which we would like to have, but we cannot The Hon'ble the 
Finance 'Minister sa\s that the Government arc considering tin* question 
again, but I can well visualize what the result ot that examination will be. 
The resulting examination cannot overlap the statutoiv piovMons of the 
Jaw on the subject of the Public Accounts Uoiiinnttee. The Public Accounts 
('ommittee an* more or less in the nature of keeping check over the budget 
grants that are made. This House have not t he power to sanction the 
budget. It is the other House which have got the powei. That House 
which should sanction the grants have the inherent light to see that the 
grants which arc sanctioned are spent within the purview ot the budget, 
i.e., exactly within the scope of the budget. I do feel that probably a change 
in the constitution may be necessary with a view to see that certain powers 
as regards finance are conferred on this House also. Put so long as the 
power of sanctioning the grant lies with another House, only that House 
have the power to see that the grants are properly spent. Anyone who has 
read the report of the Public Accounts (ommittee will see that the Account- 
ant-General has reported to what extent the grants under the different heads 
have been spent, under what heads the grants have been fully spent, under 
what heads the grants have not been fully utilised and under what heads 
the grants have been exceeded and the expenditure incurred. Now if my 
friend’s suggestion is accepted — to which I have not the least objection — not 
merely the question of representation of this House on the Public Accounts 
Committee will arise but also the competency of this House, whether the 
House have got the power over this budget will arise and that is also to be 
considered. I am only drawing attention to the fact that it is not merely a 
question of representation of this Jlouse on the Public Accounts Committee 
but also the question of the right. of this House as to w’hether they should 
have the power of discussing about the grants. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8. Sir, I missed the point which has been 
raised by Sir Amul Haque in this matter. It is not a question of our 
interference in financial matters. I agree that the right to adnj^i or not to 
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admit the $nancial demands lies with the other House, lies with the 
Assembly; but the whole point is quite different. After the demands are 
actually granted by the Assembly, how the sums of money are spent, how 
they are appropriated, those are matters which are examined by the members 
of the Assembly. Now all that we do want is this, not that we want to 
interfere in financial matters in any way, nothing of the sort, because the 
power vests in the members ot the Assembly to sanction the grants; but that 
when a certain demand ha* been allowed, has been granted, we want to see •* 
whether action was taken in accordance with that grant. We want to 
examine the accounts to see whether the accounts are in proper order. 
That is not interference in financial matters. Nor do we arrogate to our- 
selves the right to refuse or to grant any demands. After the thing is 
actually done and finished the matter begins, namely, a Committee of this 
House as well as of the other House examine whether things have been 
properly done. It is in this view of the matter that the Government 
realized that this House is really not going to interfere in the financial 
matters but only they are asking for the right to see whether things have 
been done properly in accordance with what was grunted or refused in the 
Assembly. Jt is with that view that the Government actually agreed to 
admit two members of this House in a joint committee with the Assembly. 
Government have already yielded to that point. The matter was then 
leterred on the advice ot the President and the Speaker of this House and 
the other House to the Advocate-General whether to do so would be right 
and proper and the Advocate-General report* as a matter of fact that the 
joint committee would be ultra nres of the Act. If that is so, let us have 

a separate committee. That is what wo want, to have a separate Committee 

for the purpose of examining the Appropnation Accounts presented. Hy 
.this we do not mean to arrogate to oursehes the power or the right to (junc- 
tion or to refuse to sanction a particular grant. That has already been done 
and finished. All that we do want is only to examine whether things have 
been properly done, whether what was granted was actually spent and it 
not why it was not spent. As a matter ot fact you will sec that my position 
is correct. We have no power to allow ot refuse to grant any money but 
even then the budget is actually presented to this House loi discussion; 
because the budget is presented for discussion it cannot lie said that wo 

cannot offer criticism. That is not the position. Sir. The position is that . 

all that we can offer is criticism, and no interference with the inner 
mechanism of the budget. Here, also, the Appropriation Accounts, etc., 
are presented not for the purpose of granting or refusing any money but only 
for the purpose of seeing whether the sums of money voted have been spent 
in accordance with the grants. And this is not interfering with financial 
matters at all, nor is it arrogating to ourselves the power either of granting 
or refusing money. When the position now is to the effect that a Joint 
Public Accounts Committee of both Houses cannot be allowed I appeal to 
the Finance Minister to see whether he cannot arrange for a separate com- 
mittee of this House only for the purpose of examining the appropriation 
accounts. Even if a Johit Coinmiltee is declared to be ultra vires of the 
Government of India Act, he should allow a separate accounts committee of 
the Upper House to sec whether the accounts have been properly managed 
by the Government; I hope he will be pleased to reply to this point raised 
by me. 

Mr, HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sit . with leference to my point am I 
to understand, as lias been already pointed out, that the Report will not be 
published under the authority ot ibis House? If so, then may I move that 
this will not be published under the authority of the Rengal Legislative 
Council? Will you allow me to move a motion to this effect? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Well, that is perfectly understood. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Can you give an assurance “that it will 
not be published under the authority of this House? 
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Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, there is another aspect of the thing. We can 
take it that the Hon’ble Finance Minister is very much interested in 
upholding the dignity of the House and is quite prepared to give repuesenta- 
tion to this House in the Joint Committee that was once proposed. But 
quite apart from the illegality of the thing, as Mr. Azizul Haque has pointed 
out, I say that there is no bar in the Government of India Act, 1935, to 
allow the Finance Minister to bring in a Finance Bill before the House to 
give the House power to vote upon the Bill. There is no question of refus- 
ing or granting any money but if he brings in a Finance Bill purely, then in 
that case we can discuss the appropriations and that is done so far as I know 
wherever there is a second chamber in any country. On the other hand if 
that power is given to us we can go into committee ami that will obviate all 
irregularities and illegalities. If a suitable finance bill is brought forward 
by the Finance Minister so that members can take their part either in refusing 
the hill or giving supplies to the Finance Minister. 

8ir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: May I suggest an 
alternative and it is this: — I think my point has been misrepresented. I 
made my point quite clear. Suppose Mr. I)as advances a sum of Rs.500 to 
B and Mr. Haque comes in and says that he has got the right to look into 
the accounts 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Unless the matter were referred to 
Mr. Haque then certainly he would have no right to look in 

Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: My sole point was 
not whether the House should have the right of having a Public Accounts 
Committee, but once the right of sanctioning a budget is in possession of 
[the other House, it is a question whether under the present Constitution we 
can have u look into the expenditure of the accounts. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: That is why I suggest that a Finance Bill be 
brought forward. 

8ir M. AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: But, Sir, the point which 
has been raised for the second time is quite different and that point is this 
that future presentation of the Appropriation Accounts to this House, as 
this House has a right to discuss the Appropriation Accounts as the presenta- 
tion of the Budget, that can also be discussed. This is a question which is 
not free from difficulty. Here we are acting according to the provisions of 
the Government of India Act 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI : May T intervene. Sir, at this 
stage!'' As tar as the reports on the Public Account- are concerned, they 
are discussed both in the Loner and tlu* Upper House. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I draw the attention of the House 
to sections 107 and 108 oi the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure Rules? 
Section 107 says — ‘‘When the accounts of the province and the report of 
[the Auditor-General thereon have been laid before the Council, the Secretary 

shall cause them to be published ’ Is it the duty of the Secretary? 

and then it goes on — “and a copy of the accounts and the reports shall be 
made available for the use of each member”. That is the rule which has 
been adopted by the Government. Then, Sir, section 108 says — “No dis- 
cussion of the accounts of the province and the reports of the Auditor- 
General thereon shall take place in the Council until the report of the Com- 
mittee on Public Accounts on such accounts and reports has been presented 
to the Council under rule 109”* Rule 109 says — “The report of the. Com- 
mittee on Public Accounts on the accounts of the province and the reports 
of the Auditor-General thereon shall be presented to the Council by the 
Finance Minister”. Now t Sir, all these sections read together means after 
that is done “the Secretary shall cause them to be published” and after that 
they will have the right of discussion. The right of discussion is conceded 



by section J.U8, namely *'jxo discussion M the* accounts of tbe province and 
the reports, of the Auditor-General thereon shall take place in the Council 

until the report of the Committee on Public Accounts ” So it is a 

clear implication that not only it will be presented under Rules 107 to 100 
but the further thing that is allowed by the rule is that the Secretary shall 
cause the reports to be published and made available to the members and 
then we shall have a right to discuss that subject. 

The Hotl’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: That is what I also said. You 
can discuss it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Can we discus* it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: All right, Sir, as soon as we are in 
possession of the report wo shall arrange it according to our choice. We 
shall have a Committee of the House. AA'e shall arrange our own affairs 
according to our convenience as soon as a copy ot' the report is made available 
to us. We will have a discussion on the report, but how we wil 1 have that 
discussion you have no right to dictate. We .shall ask the Committee to 
examine the report and submit a report on it. Now, Sir, the Ifou’ble 
Finance Minister really realised all these difficulties and realising all this 
he was agreeable to have two members in the Public Accounts Committee 
but difficulty has been raised by Sir Azizul Iiaque by a strange speech 

Sir M. AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: I an. airaiil m\ friend Mr. l)as 
is misrepresenting my .speech 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will \mi allow me to finish? The 
Finance Minister realised the difficulty, had sympathy and yielded to our 
demand that there should be two members on the Committee in order to 
minimise t lit* business but asked that there should be a joint committee and 
we agreed. We want a committee ot our own. Let us have a committee 
of our own. The Advocute-t tenet al has expressed the \iew that a joint 
committee will be ultra r/rc« but there is nothing to prevent us from having 
a committee ot our own. Our committee will report and we will have dis- 
cussion on these accounts. Report ot the Committee mean# the Committee 
of this House, it cannot he the Report of another House AVe ha\e nothing 
to do with the Accounts considered by the other House. Let not this 
presentation of these Accounts be a mere farce, a joke to this House. Rule 
108 of the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure Rules gives us the power, 
gives us the right, to have a committee ot our own. All that I request is 
to allow me to move a motion that we want to have a Committee of the 
Public Accounts of our own. [ shall move that at a short notice. I hope 
the Finance Minister will agiec to this. I understand the honourable 
members of the House have no objection to tin* moving of such a motion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED AL'I: Sir. may I make the position 
clearer? When I said that the matter was receiving further consideration 
of Government I meant to say that we were trying to explore other avenues 
to come to a conclusion on this matter, to meet the demands ot the honom- 
able members of this House. AVe want to examine whethe. it is feasible 
to have in the Upper House a Committee which will be infra nris of the 
Government of India Act. I think it can he done, but I cannot make any 
commitments at this stage. Mr. Lalit Chandra Das is accustomed always 
to see the dark side ol the Government and imputes ‘motives to the Govern- 
ment. But that is not a fact. AVe are sympathetically considering the 
matter and we feel that the Upper House should be represented in the Public 
Accounts Committee. The honourable members have waited for a long tim# 
and I would earnest Iv request them to wait for a fortnight more by which 
time we think we might come to a decision. 
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Mr. HARIOAI tt MlS^I^R?^^^ point of ofrlcr, Sitt Hv point is 
that the Secretary of this House will hot publish the Report of Another 
House, • 

Mr. HAMIDUL HU Q CHOWOHURY: Sir, I submit that this ques- 
tion should not be treated as a party question. It should be 
treated as a privilege of this House. So, if you so wish this 
question may be discussed when the Hon’ble President is present 
in the House. It is useless to consider a Report examined by the 
other House. This matter may be brought in the form of a Resolution next 
Friday. This question was not decided tor good in the last 8 or (1 years. 
So, on this occasion also I am not very sanguine whether the present 
Ministry will be able to solve the problem. 1 do not think they will come 
to a satisfactory solution. In the meantime 1 would suggest that Mr. Lalit 
Chandra Dus’s proposal might either he made today, l mean his motion may 
be moved today or later, in any case not later than Friday next. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Mr. Deputy President, 1 would request 
you to see section 108 of our Procedure Rules and request that it be given 
effect to and 1 be allowed to move a short notice motion. The Finance 
Minister is present and has presented the Appropriation Accounts, etc. 
Under Rule 108 we may have a committee of our own and they must discuss 
(these Appropriation Accounts. So please allow me, Mr. Deputy President, 
to move a short notice motion to the billowing effect. I want to lead it 
suggesting the names of the committee that is to he formed under Rule 108. 

8ir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: May I make a 
suggestion to the Opposition, to my friends over there, to consider whether, 
in view of the announcement made by the Finance Minister that he will 
make some announcement within a fortnight, we cannot wait for a fortnight. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Everything may or may not he well up 
to that time. We want to proceed. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: This is a controversial point: it is not 
a new thing. 1 have already stated that this question has been raised off 
and on in this House and it is now pending for years together and yet no 
decision has been arrived at. In view of the proposal of Mr. Hamidul Huq 
Uhowdhury and Mr. Das 1 do not want to give any ruling or decide the 
issue on m,v owfi. 1 think it should he m,\ duty to he guided by the wisdom 
of the House and it is for the House to decide whether t hey should wait for 
a few days more or allow the resolution which m\ triend Mr. Da- wants to 
move, to he moved today. It it is the desire of the House that they cannot 
wait am longer and they should have the resolution moved here and now I 
have no objection. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: 1 beg to move that the Appropriation 
Accounts 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of order. Sir. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: You aie not a member of this House. 
You are a hostile member. On a point of order. Sii. This cannot be taken 
up in this House today, as that is not down on the Order Paper. Today is 
a non-official day and there can be no special resolution on such a contro- 
versial matter. I do not like, Sir. that one House should take up an attitude 
which max lead to a quarrel between the two Houses. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY : I am sorry that an Hon hle 

Minister has raised the question of controversy between the two Houses. 
It is ver\ unhappy. There i> absolutely no controversy and no suggestion 
of tt controversy should be given especially by a Minister in this respect. 
/The matter lias come before this House tor discussion, and the efficient and 
the best way of discussing it is first to set up a committee of this House to 
examine the details first and then leave it to this House to go further into 
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the Hifttterv It ‘cannot he said tfeat ft .« quest iga which is berond the 
p owet of this House nor can it be said to raise «i ^ueshon of a quarrel between 
the fwo Houses, The statement which the Hon’ble Minister made is very 
unfortunate. As regards admission ot a special motion that Mr. Das l^Jces 
to move today in this regard I should say that if the House is unanimous 
that it is a very important resolution and it should he moved first I think 
the House can change the order of business of today to allow of that special 
motion being moved and I believe they are competent to do so without 
violating any Rules of the Council . 

Mr. CHOWDHURY MOAZZEM HOS8EIN: T suggest that the special 
motion be postponed till Friday next. 

Mr.*LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It is in the order pa pel : we have got 
it ami it arises from the appropriation reports and the audit report. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI : Si r, 1 associate myself with what 
has been said by my colleague the Hon'ble Mr. Fazlur Rahman and I would 
like to supplement the objection that he has raised by saying this: 1 refer 
to the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure Hide where it is said 

that no business not included in the order paper for the day shall lie transact- 
ed at any meeting without the leave ot the President. So the statement 
that Mr. Deputy President has made that he is entirely in the hands of 
the House m this matter is not quite correet. The power to allow or dis- 
allow has been vested in him alone. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, this is almost a reflection on the Chair, and the 
Hon’ble Minister should be asked to withdraw his remarks. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I have said nothing wrong. I 
have only drawn attention to the fact that the decision in the matter does 
not rest with the House. The words “without the leave of the President” 
would mean that Mr. Deputy President is not entirely in the hands of the 
House. His consent is necessary before such a motion can lit* moved, and 
he is at liberty to withhold such consent. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I am afraid the Hon'lde Finance Minister 
is labouring under a misconception. The question lias been raised as a 
question ot Privilege ot the House and such a question can be raised at any 
moment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: l am afraid the Chair has mis- 
understood me. I have only .stated that a resolution which is not on the 
Order Paper can only be moved with the consent ot the President only. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: This means ihc President, or 
any other presiding officer. In the absence of the President the Deputy 
President tor the purposes ot the House exercises all tin* functions of tho 
Chair; otherwise there is no sense in having a Deputy President. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: 1 bf*g to move that the Appropriation 
Accounts tor J 1)44-40 and Audit Report. FMfi. and the Finance Accounts for 
1944-4o and the Audit Report, l!)4o, be referred to a Committee consisting 
of the following to leport thereon within a toitmght from date: — 

The Ilon'hle Minister in charge ot the Finance Department, 

Mr. N ur Ahmed, 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowclhury, 

Mr. George Morgan, 

Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

Mr. Biren Roy, and 
the mover, 

and that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to form 
a quorum shall lie three. 
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Sir MUHAMMAD AZIZUL ^AQUl^Kfcaii flihadur: Sir, may I again 

say for the sake of peace and amity : It seems that what I have been point- 
ing out all along this day has not been understood 

Mr. CHOWDHURY MOAZZEM H088EIN: Sir, I cannot allow as 
long as 15 days for the purpose for the Finance Minister to arrive at a deci- 
sion, but let us wait for 7 days, that is, till next Friday. 

Mr. HARI0AS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I support the motion moved by my 
friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. This matter has been hanging fire for a long 
time and I think no further time should be allowed, and the sense of the 
House may be taken on it. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. I take it that it * is the 
pleasure of the House that some motion should be moved on this point by 
this House. I have considered it from all points of view. I have also 
taken into account the objection raised on behalf of the Government. Now, 
may I request the House to wait till Friday next to bring this motion before 
the House? May I take it that it is accepted? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Yes. 

Sir M. AZIZUL HAQUE, Khan Bahadur: May 1 take it that in the 
meantime it is open to any membei of the House to give notice of any 
motion relevant to the issue? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Yes. 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 


The Bengal Pure Pood Bill, 1947. 


The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, with your permission I beg 
to introduce the Bengal Pure Food Bill, 1947, which was published in the 
Calcutta Gazette on the 8th March 1947. 1 also give notice that I shall 

move at short notice that the Bill be taken into consideration on the 31st 
March 1947 and also move on the same day that the Bill as settled in the 
Council be passed. 


The SECRETARY (Dr. 8. K. D. Gupta): The Bengal Pure Food Bill, 


1947. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill is in troduced. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, it is not in the Order Paper. Today 
is the non-official day. 


Mr. BIREN ROY: AVe have so many Bills to move and introduce. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Do we understand that the 
honourable members do not want pure food in the province? 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It is simple introduction. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: So, Sir. the other introductions also may take place 
before' discussion of Hills in the order presented takes place. 


Mr DEPUTY PRESIDENT: All right. Sow as regards the Pure 
Food Bill some time will have to be fixed within which the members might 
put in their amendments. May I fix the ~4th of March. 

Mr. BIJOY SINGH NAHAR:^ This is a very big Bill. It may have to 
go to Select Committee. 

Tl« HOP'D!. Mr. MOHAMMED A Lit This Bill was refererd to a Select 
Committee and it has come out of the Select Committee. Becaiise the BiU 
lapsed it had to be reintroduced. The point is this that this Bill was 
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introduced in the Lower ftouse and there it was referred to a Select Com- 
mittee and we have already incorporated the recommendations of the Select 
Committee in this Bill which is now being introduced in the Upper House 
here. .There will be no purpose in sending it to the Select Committee again. 

Mr. 'DEPUTY PRESIDENT: So I fix the 24th of March for amend- 
ments. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: In this time for amendments meant only 
for amendments such as that the Bill he circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting public opinion thereon, etc., or 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: All sorts of amendments including amend- 
ments for the existing clauses of the Bill. I have allowed you ten days* 
time. 


NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 

The Criminal Procedure (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1947. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANOBISH : Sir, I beg to move for 
leave to introduce the Criminal Procedure (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1947. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. Is it the pleasure of the 
House to grant leave to Mr. Nagendra Nath Moholanobish to introduce the 
Criminal Procedure (Bengal Amendment) Bill. 1947? 

(There was no objection.) 

SECRETARY: The Criminal Procedure (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 
1947. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 

The Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 beg to move for leave 

The Hon’bie Mr. MOHAMMED ALI : Sir, I rise on a point of order. 
This Bill requires the previous sanction of the Governor and 1 believe that 
sanction has not been granted. The Bill therefore cannot he introduced. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY : Sir, may I enquire if it is not 
possible to devise some ways and means by which members’ Bills may be 
actually taken up for consideration in view of a large number of Bills that 
are being introduced and sent to Select Committees? The effect of all this 
is that every Bill kills the other Bill. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The pre vious sanction of the Governor 
not having been obtained, the Bill canjiot he introduced. 

Extension of time for submission of Select Committee's Report. 

Mr, NUR AHMED: Sir, may I formally move two similar motions, of 
which I have duly given notice? 

One is that the Council is of opinion that time for submission of the 
Report of the Select Committee on the Pastern Bengal Disorderly House 
(Amendment > t Bill be extended up to the 'list October. 1947. 

The Bengal Land-revenue Sales (Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: I beg to move for leave to introduce the Bengal 
Land-revenue Sales (Amendment) Bill, 1946. 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is it the pleasure of the House to allow 
the member leave to introduce the Bengal Land-revenue Sales (Amendment) 
Bill, 1940 ? 

(There was no objection.; 

SECRETARY: The Bengal Land-revenue Sales (Amendment) Bill, 
1940. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 

The Criminal Procedure (Bengal Second Amendment) Bill, 1947. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANOBISH : I beg to move for leave 
to introduce the Criminal Procedure (Bengal Second Amendment) Bill, 1947. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is it the pleasure of the House to allow 
the member leave to introduce the Criminal Procedure (Bengal Second 
Amendment) Bill, 1 947 ? 

(There was no objection.) 

SECRETARY: The Criminal Procedure (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 
1947. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 

The Bengal Suppression of Immoral Traffic (Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: 1 beg to move for leave to introduce the Bengal 
Suppression of Immoral Traffic (Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is it the pleasure of the House to allow 
the member leave to introduce the Bengal Suppression of Immoral Traffic 
(Amendment) Bill, 194b 1* 

(There was no objection.) 

SECRETARY: The Bengal Suppression of Immoral Traffic (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 194(i. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced 

The Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1947. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANOBISH: I beg to move for leave 
to introduce the Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1947. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is it the pleasure of the House to allow 
leave to the member to introduce the Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill 
1947? 

(There was no objection.) 

SECRETARY: The Bengal Municipal (Amendment. Bill, 1947. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 

The Bengal Public Gambling (Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move for leave to introduce the Bengal 
Public (jumbling (Amendment) Bill. 1949. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: -Is it the pleasure of the House to allow 
leave to the member to introduce the Bengal Public Gambling (Amendment) 

Bill, 1946. 

(There was no objection.) 
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SECRtTARY : The Bengal Public (rambling j( Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

Mr. DiPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 

The Bengal Release on Probation and Temporary Release of Prisoners Bill f 

1946. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move for leave to introduce the Bengal 
Release on Probation and Temponm Release of Prisoners Bill, 1946. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is it the nle asure of the House to allow 
the member leave to introduce the Bengal Release on Probation and Tempo- 
rary Release of Prisoneis Bill, 1946? 

(There was no objection.) 

SECRETARY: The Benga 1 Release on Probation ami Temporary 
Release of Prisoners Bill, 1946. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 

The Bengal Urban Poor and Unemployed Relief Bill, 1947. 

Mr. NUR AHMED : I beg to move tor leave to introduce the Bengal 
Vibati Poor and Unemployed Relief Bill, 1947. 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Is it the pleasure of the House to allow 
the member leave to inttoduce the Bengal Urban Poor and Unemployed 
Relief Bill, 1947 ? 

(There ^ as no objection.) 

SECRETARY: Tin* Bengal Uihati Poor and Unemployed Relief Bill, 
1947. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 

Now the House will take up the consideration of tin* Usurious Loans Bill. 

The Usurious Loans (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The House will now take up considera- 
tion of the Usurious Loans (Bengal Amendment) Bill. 1940, clause by 
clause. 

C hni.se 1 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sii, with your permission 1 want to move a short- 
notice amendment 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: You* cannot move it. Let some other 
honourable member move it on \our behalf. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Sir. I beg to move that in place of “1944” the 
figure “1947” he substituted. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: It will then lose its antiquity 
value. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in place of 
“1944” the figure “1947” he substituted. 

The question before the House is that in place of “1944” the figure 
“1947” be substituted. 

(The motion was put and agreed to.) 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
clause 1 as amended stand part of the Bill. 

(Thejnotion was put and agreed to.) 

Clause 1A. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Clause 1A stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 1A stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was* put and agreed to.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
clauses 2 and 3 stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
the Title and the Preamble be added to the Bill. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that ihe Usurious Loans 
(Bengal Amendment) Bill. 1947. as settled in the Council, he passed. 

Sir, this is a very simple amending Bill. The Csurious Loans Act was 
passed in 1918. Its principal object was to gi\e relief in all kinds of loan 
to the debtors in case ol excessive and unfair rates of interest and in 
other ways. The Central Banking Enquiry Committee and some of the 
Provincial Banking Knquiiy Committees found that that Act was practically 
a dead letter and had been made very little use of by the Indian Courts 
owing to the defects m section d of this Act. There aie two conditions 
precedent, which arc to he complied with before a court can exercise power 
under this section. The first condition is in section '\{/\(a) “the interest 
is excessive’’ and the second condition is in section !i( l)(h) that “,the 
transaction between the parties was substantially unfair'. The two condi- 
tions are connected by the word and and so the court will see if both the 
conditions are fulfilled before taking action. Now according to this amend- 
ing Bill the conjunction and is converted into or so that the court cannot 
insist on the fulfillment of both the conditions. Either (a) or (ff) will 
suffice for the purpose of their taking action. In the absence of such a 
change t he con 1 1 may or ma\ not use their discretionary powers to give 
relief to a debtor. Now h\ this amendment it is compulsory upon the court 
to take action. This is a very useful amendment and I commend my amend- . 
ing Bill, munch, the Usurious Loans (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1947, for 
the acceptance of t lie House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Motion moved that the Usurious Loans 
(Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1947, as settled in the Council, be passed. 

The question before the House is that the Usurious Loans (Bengal 
Amendment) Bill. 1947, as settled in the Council, be passed. 

(The question \\ as put and agreed to.) 

The Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: As regards this Bill the first reading is already 
over and the motion for consideration was passed. Now the second and 
third readings are to be taken up. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Yes, the House will now take up 
consideration of the Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill. 1940, clause 
by clause. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg toinove that the Bengal Court of Wards 
(Amendment) Bill. 1940, be taken into consideration, clause by clause. 

TIlO Hoil’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, there will be some short 
notice amendments from the Government side. 
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Clause L 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

Clause 2, 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was put and agreed to. > 

(lame 2.4. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 2A stand part 
of the Bill. 

The Hoti’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, 1 beg to move an amend- 
ment which is in the nature oi a drafting amendment, namely, that for 
2A of the Bill, the following clause be substituted, namely: — 

2A. In section 5 of the said Act, for the second paragraph commencing 
with the words “it shall deal'’ and ending with the words “provisions of 
the Act”, the following shall be substituted, nameh, “it shall deal with 
every person and every property which may be placed under its charge in 
accordance with the provisions of this Act or of which it may take or retain 
charge under this Act”. 

This is merely a drafting amendment, Sir, to make matters clear and 
this is also an improvement on the draft as in the Bill. 

The amendment was put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 2A as amended stand part of the Bill was ’then 
put and agreed to. 

Clause '}. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 3 stand part 
of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, as 1 have intimated, I beg 
to move another short notice amendment, namely, that in clause 3 of this 
Bill, for the proposed section bB, the following section be substituted, 
namely : — 

GB. When in respect of any proprietor an order is made by the 
Provincial Government under section G or section GA. — 

( a > the ('null shall take charge of all tin* property of such proprietor 
within its jurisdiction and may in it- discretion also take the 
charge oi the person of such proprietor if such proprietor is 
resident within its jurisdiction, and 
(b) the Court may in its discretion also take the charge of the person 
and property of any minor member of the family of such 
proprietor who has an immediate or reversionary interest in the 
property of such proprietor. 

Mf. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Amendment moved that in clause 3 of 
the Bill, for the proposed section GB the following section be substituted, 
namely : — 

6B. When in respect of any proprietor an order is made by the Provin- 
cial Government under section G or section GA, — 

(a) the Court shall take charge of all the property of such proprietor 
within its jurisdiction and may in its discretion also take the 
charge of the person • of such proprietor if such proprietor is 
resident within its jurisdiction, and 
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(b) the Court may in its discretion also take the charge of the person 
and property of any minor member of the family of such 
proprietor who has an immediate or reversionary interest in the 
property of such proprietor. 

The question before the House is that in clause 3 of the Bill, for the 
proposed section OB the following section be substituted, namely: — 

6B. When in respect of any proprietor an order is made by the Provin- 
cial Government under section 6 or section OA, — 

(a) the Court shall take charge of all the property of such proprietor 

within its jurisdiction and may in its discretion also take the 
charge of tin* person of such proprietor if such proprietor is 
resident within its jurisdiction, and 

(b) the Court may in its discretion also take the charge of the person 

and property of any minor member of the family of such proprietor 
who has an immediate or reversionary interest in the property of 
such proprietor. 

(The motion was put and agieed to.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question lei ore the House is that 
clause 3 as amended stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was put and agreed to.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Clause 4 stand part of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 4 of the Bill in the proposed section 7 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LAN0BI8H : On a point of order, Sir. 
I find that the Hon’ble Minister moving amendments one after the otliei. 
They are not formal amendments at all and notice of these amendments have 
not been given to an> members of the House. We are all in the dark as to 
how these amendments are going to affect the main piousimis of the Bill. 
If my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed accepts the amendments 1 think the best way 
of doing so is to have those amendments incoi pointed in the Bill after due 
notice to the members of the House so that we may be in a position to 
understand their nature and effect. Of course short-notice amendments can 
be allowed by tin* ('hair ii be thinks it is necessuiy. But we are in a 
difficult position to follow what is going on. So will it not be proper to 
give us notice and take up the Bill later? 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, the amendments I have 
suggested are all formal and aie only drafting changes 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LAN0BI8H: Sir, the matter went to 
the Select Committee and the Select. Committee reported on it and unless 
we have notice of amendments we cannot understand the implication of the 
amendments 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, it is altogethe r a bad principle to 
allow* amendments to be moved without giving u* notice. We feel it a great 
difficult} to follow the amendments and we object to it. Simply because the 
Ilou’ble Minister says they are toimal we cannot accept it. We must 
understand that they ate formal. We have not got cop\ of the amendments 
and we cannot follow what the Hon'ble Minister says. We mu**t under- 
stand that the amendments do not materially affect the Bill and are of a 
formal nature before we eftu accept them. Therefore the Chair is chary and 
we are unwilling to allow the amendments to be moved in the way in which 
the Hon’ble Minister is moving them. I suggest. Sir, that the Hon’ble 
Minister should not be allowed to move the amendments. We have not even 
got a copy of the amendments. 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Order, order. So long I was allowing 
these short-notice amendments because I believed that the honourable 
sponsor of the Bill has no objection to accept them. I was also under the 
impression that the amendments were simply drafting changes. However, 
if there is any objection from the House, well, I am prepared to postpone 
[the consideration of the Bill, but at the same time 1 would like to remind the 
honourable members that this is a non-oftieial Bill and non-official Bills are 
taken up very rare. If you miss this opportunity, the sponsor of this Bill 
will hardly get another opportunity in the near future to move this Bill. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANOBISH : Sir, I do appreciate 
what has fallen from the Chair. I submit that the members should have 
sufficient opportunity to consider whether these are merely verbal or formal 
changes, whether they affect the provisions of the Bill. All these things 
ought to be taken into consideration in allowing these short notice amend- 
ments to he moved. Moreover, we have not received copies of the amend- 
ments and therefore it is difficult for us to follow what are the changes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, the Government is not 
responsible for this Bill. It is only with a view fo help the mover of the 
Bill that the Government has brought in some formal amendments so that 
this Bill is not passed with many drafting defects. It the House so like* 
I shall not move any amendments and let the Bill proceed us it is. 

Mr. DEPUPTY PRE8IDENT: Apart from the fact that these amend- 
ments are going to be moved at a short notice the office could not examine 
the amendments that are now being proposed. Cnder these circumstances 
I think it desirable that the Bill should not be proceeded with any further. 
It should be postponed and in the meantime tlu* copies of the amendments 
should be circulated to the honourable members. 

The Indian Lunacy (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1943. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: We now take up the Indian Lunacy Bill. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that the Indian Lunacy (Bengal 
Amendment) Bill, 1 514-1. as repotted by the Select Committee be taken into 
consideration. 

Sir, it is a very simple Bill. It only provides for the tempoiary releuse 
of the lunatics when the guardians or relatives so desire. It is a non- 
con ten tious Bill. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Motion moved that the Indian Lunacy 
(Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1943, as reported by the Select Committee, he 
taken into consideration. 

The question before the House is that the Indian Lunacy (Bengal Amend- 
ment ) Bill, 1943, as reported by the Select Committee, lie taken into 
consideration. 

(Tlie question was put and agreed to.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Is if the pleaMiie of the House that the 
Bill should be proceeded with or do they want time or notice for putting in 
amendments. 

Mr. NACEHDRA NATH MOHOLANOBISH: So far as I could see, 
the Select Committee report has changed the original Bill altogether and it 
will be convenient if the members got some time to consider the change and 
I would like to submit that this Bill requires recirculation. Anyway we 
may be glad to have an opportunity to put in amendments. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: How many days will be necessary? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: 10 days. 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I fix 3 p.in. on the 21st March as the time 
up to which amendments might he put in. 

The Bengal Muslim Marriage Extravagant and Superfluous Expenditure 
Regulation Bill, 1940. 

(As reported by the Select Committee.) 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that the Bill as reported by the 
Select Committee be taken into consideration. 

Mr* DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Muslim 
Marriage Extravagant and Superfluous Expenditure Regulation Bill,, 1940, 
be taken into consideration. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

Hon’ble Mr. 8YED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOS8AIN: I request that a 
long period of time may be given for submission of amendments to the 
clauses of the Bill. I would suggest 15 days. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT. All right. Notice of amendments to this 
Bill may be given by 3 p.m. on the 31st of March. 

The Hindu Women’s Rights to Property (Extension to Agricultural Land) 

Bill, 1943. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBI8H : I beg to move that the 
Bill be taken into consideration. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Hindu Women’s 
Rights to Property (Extension to Agricultural Land) Bill, 1943, be taken 
into consideration. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: First let me ascertain if the House want 
time for giving notice of amendments. Is it the pleasure of the House that 
the Bill be forthwith proceeded with? 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: No, Sir, it cannot be taken up 

forthwith (Mr. Lalit Chandra Das: You are not a member of this 

House and you cannot object to it.) 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: No, we are not making 

any change except this formal change. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT : Time for notice of amendments is allowed 
till 31st March. 

The Bengal Land Revenue Sales and Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 

1944. 


Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that the Bengal Land Revenue Sales 
and the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment i Bill, 1944, be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon'hle Mr. Fazlur Rahman, Minister in charge of the 

Department of Land a^d Land Revenue, 

(2) Mr, Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(3) Mrs. Labanyaprabha Dutta, 

(4) Dr. K. S. Roy, 

(6) Mr. C. E, Clarke, 
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(6) Mr. Choudhury Moazzeni Hossein alias Lai Mia, 

(7) Haridas Khiuuular, 

%Ir- Latafat Hossain, 

(9) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(10) Mr. Abdul Latif, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within five months from the da$6 
of reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

This is a simple amending Bill which was circulated ’to the members and 
I do not like to dilate on it. I commend it to the acceptance of this House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Land 
Revenue Sales and the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1944, be referred 
'to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Fazlur Rahman, Minister in charge of the 

Department of Land and Land Revenue, 

(2) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(3) Mrs. Labanyaprabha Dutta, 

(4) Dr. K. S. Roy, 

(5) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(6) Mr. Choudhury Moazzera Hossein alias Lai Mia, 

(7) Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

(8) Mr. Latafat Hossain, 

(9) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(10) Mr. Abdul Latif, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within five months from the dale 
of reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
the Bengal Land Revenue Sales and the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) 
Bill, 1944, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Fazlur Rahman, Minister in charge of the 

Department of Land and Land Revenue, 

(2) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(3) Mrs. Laban yaprobha Dutta, 

<4) Dr. K. S. Roy, 

(d> Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(0) Mr. Choudhury Moazzem Hossein alias Lai Mia, 

(7 ) Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

(8» Mr. Latafat Hossain, 

(9) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(10) Mr. Abdul Latif, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within five months from the date 
of reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

41 
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The Bengal Holy Quoran Bale BUI, 1943. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I bee to move that Bengal Holy ^Quoran 

Sale Bill, 1943, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of-^ 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, Minister in charge of the 

Home Department, 

(2) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(3) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(4) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(3) Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal, 

(G; Mr. Satish Chandra Sen, 

(7) Khan Sahib Mobarak Ali Khan, 

(8) The Hon’blo Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea, m.ij.e., c.i.e., 

(9) Khun Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan, and 

(10) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within five months from the date 
of reference and that the number of members whose piesence shall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

Sir, this Bill has been brought in only to regulate the said of the Holy 
Quoran. This has been passed into Act in the Punjab, N. W. F. P. and 
Sind. This is a non-controversial Bill. 1 commend my Bill to the accept- 
ance of the House. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Amendment moved that the Bengal Holy 
Quoran Sale Bill, 1943, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’hle Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, Minister in charge of the 

Home Department, 

(2) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(3) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(4) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(5) Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal, 

(6) Mr. Satish Chandra Sen, 

(7) Khan Sahib Mobarak Ali Khan, 

(8) The Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea, m.b.e., c.i.e., 

(9) Khan Bahudur Ghyasuddin Pathan, and 

(10) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within five months from the date 
of reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I beg to move a short notice 
amendment, namely, the name of Mr. Latatat Hossain in the Select 
Committee. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: How many members are there nowP 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Ten. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: We have no objection. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Amendment moved that the* name of 
Mr. Latafat Hossain be includesTin the Select Committee. 

Mr# DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that tho 
name of Mr. Latafat Hossain be included in the Select Committee. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 
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Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT! The question before the House is that the 
Bengal Holy Quora&Sale Bill, 1943, be referred to a Select Committee 
coupling of— » 

(t) The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, Minister in charge of the 
Home Department, 

(2) Mr. T. B. Nimino, 

(3) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(4) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(•j) Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal, 

(G) Mr. Satish Chandra Sen, 

(7) Khan Sahib Mobarak Ali Khan, 

(8) The Hon'ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea, m.ii.k., r.i.K., 

(9) Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan, 

(1(T) Mr. Latafat Hossain, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within five months from the date 
of reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be four, 

(The motion was put and agreed to.) 


The Bengal Practitioners of Indian tyetem of Medicine Bill, 1944. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that the Bengal Practitioners of 
Indian Svstem of Medicine Bill, 1944, be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon within four months from the date of the passing 
of the motion for circulation. 

It has been circulated once and I believe that the honourable members 
of the House have gone through the opinions and so I do not like to make 
a speech on it. £ 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Practi- 
tioners of Indian System of Medicine Bill, 1944 be circulated for the purpose 
of eliciting opinion thereon within four months from the date of the passing 
of the motion for circulation. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that 
the Bengal Practitioners of Indian System of Medicine Bill, 1944, be 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon within four months 
from the date of the passing of the motion for circulation. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

The Agriculturists Loans (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

Mr. NUR AHMJED: I beg to ftiovc that the Agriculturists Loan# 
(Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1944. be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon within five months from the date of the passing of the 
motion for circulation. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Motion moved that the Agriculturists 
Lgans (Bengal Amendment) Bill. 1944, he circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon within five months from the date of the passing 
of 4he motion for circulation. 

The question before the house is that the Agriculturists Loans (Bengal 
Amendfnent) Bill, 1944, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon within ~five months from the date of the passing of the motion for 
circulation. 

(The question was put *nd^ agreed to.) 
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The Bengal Village Self-Government (Amembnent) Bill, 1M4. ' 

Mr. NUR AHMEB: Si#, I move that the Bengal pillage Sel|-Gk>jern- 
ment (Amendment) BIB, 1944, he circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon within five months from the date of the passing ttf the 
motion for circulation. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Motion moved, that the Bengal Village 
Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1944, bo circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon within five months from the date of the passing 
of the motion for circulation. 

The question before the House is that the Bengal Village Self-Govern- 
ment (Amendment) Bill, 1944, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon within five months from the date of the passing of the 
motion for circulation. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT. It is proposed to change the meeting 
Jime of the House from 2-15 to 145 p.m. May I take it that there is no 
objection from the Government side? 

(Some members on the Government side.— Except on Fridays.) 

k Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT. The House stands adjourned till 145 p.m. 

*on Monday the 17th March 1947. 

* # 

Adjournment 


The 

1947. 

S" 


Council then adjourned till 145 p.m. on Monday the 17th March, 

n * 

Members absent. 


^ The following members were absent from the meeting of this Council 
fold on the 14th March 1947:— 

(1) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne, 

(2) Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury, 

(3) Mr. Hemendra Kumar Dus, 

(4) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(5) Mr. Erie Dermot l)ayno, 

((’>) Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fuzal Elluhi, 

(7) Mr. Mungturam Jnipuria, 

(S) Khun Bahadur Allmdj Shaikh Muhammad Jan, 

(9) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

{10 ) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

111) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(12) Dr. Kunntd Sankar Boy, 

(13) Mr. Muhammad Taufiq, and 

{14) The Ilou’ble Sir Bejoy Prasad Singh Boy, k.c.i.e. 
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** BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 19*7— No. 19. 

The Corse ii. met in the legislative Chamber of the legislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 17th March, 1947. at 1-46 p.m., being the l!Hh 
day of the First Session of 1947, ]mrsuunt to section tj-(2'lui) of the Gov- 
ernment of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. PRE8I0ENT (the Hon'ble Sir Bijoy 1’kanad Sim.ii 1(oy, k.c.i.e ) 
was in the Chair. 


General Discussion of the Budget. 

Mr. GEORGE MORGAN: Mr. President, Sir, the llou 'bit* the Finance 
Minister has given this House a fairly detailed statement on the lamentable 
condition of the finances of the Province. 


P or 1946-47 the deficit will amount to the enormous total of 
Bs. Id, 28, 47,000 and lor 1047-48 the anticipated deficit is Its. (i, 20,14,000. 
Thcse^re very heavy items and so far as one can see we have no means for 
balancing the budget. * I 

The Finance Minister i> hoping tor an adequate measure ot financial 
assistance from the Outre hilt so far has not received any response from 
that quarter. He said that should there he no fair and equitable financial 
setljen^mt between the Outre and the Frounce, then the Province had no 
othei course open to it than to ask for ud hoc subventions from year to year. J 
Ihis is a terrible position to he in, and- in view of the latest statement made 
hy His Majesty’s Government it now appears an urgent necessity that flip 
Province should obtain a financial statement with the (’(‘litre which will 
‘■liable it to stand on it> own feet. We share Mr. Ku mini Kumar Dutta’s 
view that Muslims and Hindus in this Province must co-operate if the 
undesirable alternative of a partition is to be avoided and in our opinion I ha 
best basis of co-operation is to be found in the Cabinet Mission s Plan. We 
hope, therefore, most earnestly that the Muslim League will enter the 
( 'oust ituent Assembly. 

Looking to the future, it seems to me that there must he some drastic 
‘lifting down of expenditure if we are ever to balance our budget. 

In the debate on the budget last year 1 said that there was scope for 
cutting down expenditure in two departments, nutuelx, Civil Supplies and 
Agriculture. The first named department Civil Supplies, is a very costly 
one and we do not get any commensurate results. The Finance Minister 
tells u* that a sub-committee of the Caltfnet is looking into the question of 
possible reduction of staff, and that is 10 lakhs had so far been saved. Bui .A 
whfft about the loss of sale of subsidised food amounting to Us. 2,45,26,000 
in the revised budget for 1946-47 and to Us. 1,51,00,000 in the budget 
estimate for 1 947-48 y No information lias been given as to how this loss 
was incurred. 


jAgrum, the loss on Boat Construction Programme was Its. 29,76,000 in the 
estimate for 1946-47 and is Rs. 1,26,56,000 in the budget estimate 
for 1947 - 18 , 8 ? v*re criticism was levelled against Government on boat 
construction during last year'* budget debate and was evidently justified. 
£ow Goirernment intend to cut their loss and practically wipe off this item. 
J « e boat bnilding con tractors would seam to be the only people who have 
beneitted V scheme. If the Civil Supplies Department was drastio- 
a 'hv retrenched our deficit wguld be greatly minced and* 1%, would suggest 
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th a t the Finance Minister should enlist the aid of business men in overhaul' 
in g the expenditure of this Department. It is difficult to see what parti- 
cular benefits we derive from an expenditure of about six croree. % 

As regards Agriculture, there are items of expenditure which could be 
cut out without impairing the efficiency of the Department. What results 
do we get from “Agriculture Demonstration and Propaganda 1 ’ 
11s. 1,11,13,000!' This is a very large sum but we have no details about 
results. Again, “Agricultural Development” Its. 60,02,000 — what is this P 

Mr. PRESIDENTS May I enquire of the Leader of the House as to 
where the Finance Minister is. He should have been here. 

The Hon’bto Mr. 8AIYED MOAZZAMUDDIN H088AIN; Sir, he has 
sent word that he would be coming just now. 

The HOfl’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJI. Sir, the Parliamentary 
Secretary is here taking notes. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Parliamentary Secretary is after all Parliamentary 
Secretary. Finance Minister should have been in the House. 

Mr. G. MORGAN. I would also like to draw the attention of the Finance 
Minister to the “Advances to Cultivators” which shows a balance outstand- 
ing on 1st April, 1047, estimated to be Rs. 2,42,00,000. It would be 
interesting to know why and how these loans are given. Who is the decid- 
ing authority in the matter of granting loans and what conditions do Gov- 
^ernnfent lay down before paying over!' Large amounts are budgeted for 
seed farms and seed stores in every thana. 1 have no faith that these items 
will give any practical results. The elimination ol these items and some 
other smaller ones would reduce our deficit. 1 would suggest that an inde- 
pendent body on business lines such as an Agricultural Credit Co-operation 
should be set up. 

I now turn to the Road Construction programme. A sum of 
Rs. 1 ,32,00,000 has been provided for 11)47-48 and the details are given on 
pages 62-63 of the budget estimate of Civil Works. It has been stressed 
over and over again by Viceroys, Governors and public bodies that ltoad 
Construction should have No. 1 priority and yet there is no apparent recog- 
nition in the Budget Statement of the importance of Road Construction to 
the development of the Province. 

I do not know how the programme is decided upon. Was the decision 
based on the King’s Report or was it on proposals put forward by the Pro- 
vincial Board of Communications ? 

In any case I hope Government realise the importance <A pushing on with 
Road Construction us rapidly as possible. 

As regards the revised 5-Year Development Plan, amounting to Rs. 153 
orores, 1 muv say that in view of the constitutional position, my opinion is 
that as much as possible should be undertaken before June, 1945. Where 
b will Bengal get its share of the capital expenditure not to speak of* the 
Recurring liability P Government must surely have some plan for meeting 
these liabilities. 

•1 now turn to the Debt Position. The Finance Minister has omitted 
an explanation of the Debt Position. We are entitled to know what the 
position is, having regard to the recurring deficits and to the accumulating 
load of unproductive debt. I expect a reply to this. 

As regards Medical, I would like to know whether the Finance 
Minister bus any idea of what this Province will have to provide ^or under 
the “Workmen’s State Insurance Act”, when passed by the Central 
Legislature. An agreement has to be made between the Board and the 
Provincial Governments regarding the sharing of the cost of medical 
amenities. 
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Befemng to the Calcutta Corporation loans, I object most strongly to 
this body being bolstered up by Jnance taken from provincial revenues. 
Why should provincial tax-payers nave to put their hands in their pockets 
to enable the Calcutta Corporation to keep its head above water. 

I see the Finance Minister ha9 agreed to grant a loan of Us. 60,00,000 
repayable within 12 months provided the Corporation agrees to the appoint- 
ment of a Committee of Experts to examine its financial position and 
administrative set up. But what hope is there of repayment within the 
time specified? 

Since 1920 the administration of the Calcutta Corporation has gone 
steadily downhill and it is high time that some drastic action should be 
taken, even if it means that Government should supersede the Corporation. 
This Corporation is a glaring example of what can happen in a Democratic 
Body which had fired the imagination of the late Surendra Nath Banerjee 
in 1922. I was then one of the Councillors. 

Deferring to Education, the grant under this head seems to be insuffi- 
cient as when grants-in-aid are allotted, the grants already given to existing 
schools are reduced in order that new schools may get some grant. This 
seems to me to be a bad policy and more money should be allotted, to cover 
grants to new schools where necessary. 

To sum up, the finances of the Province are in a very bad state and the 
future looks decidedly gloomy, but we must do our best to get a balanced 
budget in the near future, and we must always bear in mind His Majesty’s 
Government’s announcement in this connection, as no one knows what 
the position of the Centre and the Provinces after June, 1948 will be. 
The position of the Centre as disclosed bv the budget does not. warrant u* 
to expect much help from that quarter. 
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PIS? ?T OTP ?T C?R. *tT? PC? 3TW? I 4&T PP- 

W ?T6?T PT? C? 'SW? ?T STWTtfTPC 4 !? $! S’ ft?*tSl POTT? PTflT? 
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eiCiTO Ml W fc fR W TO *toT5 tot to to ?rTO TO5 CPT? Free Primary 
Education aTOT a?TO MT t'2\ ?TI M?n? at Primary Education free MTO 
new TOTTOto ^tt? mt a??« ero t? Rew?« TOc?i w TOsfr «gror w?r 
to at ?rc$t> CMn c?? mt tow aMrs a4fi5 n t swn?? rroow? f*rw s rrow? f*ntr? 

RT. w? CR TO n'kSHU?? f*TW TOT^ ?T HHItl t’C? PW — MW? efT? eTTWR^M •Tit l a*?T 

tTOfnii towt® totor wrr^ topri TO TO mt t? euro mwt wnflr TOi 
f¥\ ent? at mt ?ro TO wt tnnifnir tost mt toi, mr toto tom to* 
to snto to ntojrc? cm to? a^ mt to to tot m ?w? to 

ftoTM? w^rtnft snto tow? tofto ep^to mw? ?tw? to a??s 
cfR wrr^i mt t? TOi ?rto etowei? stotag? snto *ra1 ww? m? to a*ro 

CTO TO TOT? MR« ?T toBR tOWRl ?$to? ?*5l WFCR1 enf? 

ftrrorc? Mrw? ?tot— to tiwcS troto tost mto at provision tow me? 
MR MWlnjf srrto to? to a*fl> n^r? tow to? provision tow ?t cm? 
VWHM Wfc CTO totnff 5fTfT5 to? c?*rt tot wort toroc? fro? 
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m at §ntw a*frr tost *«*r a*ro «toi tos# toot *n- 

srrfHfT OTWC OTTO OTT OTT 5TOl*T$f* STfffff F^CTS a*Ffr OTS OTT TOR, OTRT 
it OT3i OTIC^ OT^OT 5^*sWTflT^ $OT TOST? OTTO TO OT TOT fTORl ?*R Rfa 

STO^aijR tnfwr stHi wi*( toto Wrt ct*r rw! *rc*r ?? tncfulmi ^tst® toto 

TO TOSTCTlW OTf fT$T TO fow^ ?T I ?WtTO TOfc *T^ a^ OTS- 

«vTf?RF OTSH 

OT*R Irrigation Department OT Irrigation^ TO R a*fi> 
department WR TOTOOT. OT$ OTOTft fi^TOT TO Writers’ Buildings 4 fan flit 
OT TO CTO afowfTO TO. TO COT?T scheme a? *R scheme COTl 

TO TO5T TO I TOOT at Irrigation Department a? 

RT?rr rr toot wr fror? tot tc?c* 'snwr fmc$ i at 

Irrigation as TOT ffa fTOTO sfo OTRI at fts faSTFT Grow more food 
TOR a* RTfij R? TO (jRT TO OTTO 5RT SSPR TOR* I fOTJ at “Grow more food” 
scheme RRT CTO food grow SRT TO RT. at a* RTfi? JTTO RRT COTbT 
BtfTO? CTOT TO I TOTOOT Sifa *tfOT OTR. CWR TO OTRT OT^OT OTTTOT 
TOPS tfSRTCn $WT <RTT TO 1 ST RT TO TOW WfW> *r§T«I TOR 5RT 'STfa-fRR 
CTO fTOT TORI TOOT R TOT $F*OT TOOTfl? TO CR^T OTPS I TOOT °tfTO 

81TR, TO'frHT CR^T <TOT C*TCTR ^ ’rfWC'T TOTTO OTTtCS WRI fOT$ R 

fro cf&t rt wr ^trro cro *’TOR i ^ mm ^ Ffo wn i ot ott ®nf*t 

a^ m $CST*t OTRT1 *QOTT CFOT HTo^lfll TOR OTT tfTOCOTtf RfFT 1 OTTR 
OT f2PT TOR fm sf*r I fTO OT* *OT TO OT TO? To (embankment) RT TOR COTT- 
OT COT m I CWR aTOf TORS TORT TOT a? ftTO as TO PR R TOTOTTO CTO 
OTCS vRCTO R»t 1 JT5R «R ^T I W W? <R Rt ^TO CTO TO TO ^ I 
<OT RTORR 5T5BTMT 2TSRT [(SSmifD STIR TOT 5RT3 5RT tfRTC?? 5fRT M^^CVC^r# 

5 ^?rrc< R^T [TO I “Grow more Food” scheme *nf?T TOT$*3RR$ CTO^ C^R I CH$ 

C15OTr OTTO CTO ^TTO ^RT *T5T =Tt t af^TC< Irrigation a? HCR ?TCVT 

public worksa? R TORT WCf OT tr?RRR W t^TT ?T5Ri a* SRC*H 
Rt; [sr sot a^ a?Ff$ to TOffOT *irtt r*to torT^t 

ira^HR TOCRI HHPtT-JT *R^*R ^t^TTOT 9tC$ . WVlTO TO5R 

*^£5 RT^ TO^fT*’ fT$T ®TR RT*T ?TT^5T »TT^I aJ SfCRff SSC# 

*RT»R rt to 5 to acOTot R TO a$fj TO «TCf. R5T TO 

CTO W^rn a^ R “TOR** RT5” R toi OT* Road Board CTO 

a^ OT5Tf^ TOR TORT 5TOT?TI Rt TO^5T OT TO «J?Rt TO, C^ OT5T? <TTR *ff*(TO 

TOT fRR 5RT R TO^R T T ff«l, R^T 4^t«R 5OT ^t5t ftfTlf I ^ *nft RfiffT 

5’CTO OTRRT CHt TO^TO OTR OT*W TO TOtV | OTT^T 5R COT fw; TO R OT I 
OTn? MsiSrI CTO C^ TOOT OT OTf^ OT5TR TOT OT fTORl OT R CtCR^F 
^ Rt^TRt TO RTT — RfTR OT9T [TO TOR *TR" CHRflOT l TOTO TOT CTOT TO ■ 

^ TOr tot ot cot $nfo tot to =tt i a( toot ^pftrt otri toIitoi &8TT RE ^ r?? 

w OT CTO TOTI6 CTOR 5TO nTR ^Tl *P?Tl>(COTf TORR [▼ <’. W. Departments 
& R a5 &m TO ^RT TO. Rt JRT fTO TOOTTC7? tR 5*tOT OT" TO? RIOT*! CTO TO- 
^*17T R ?TOT BtTCf, Rt TOW fTO «[TRT <TT^ ^ TO &TO TO? ?T OT fa TOTO W 
TO? TO l ? g l 5 fries tffrw fRT toV 1?T RT^ R TOW OT OTTOS OTTO TORI Repairing- 
^ ^ WtW fv C5^T rTOR? 

OTn? TO«C3 OTT To TOTOTO loan TOR OTTO «RT ^ «tfOT? 

OTT TORI OT OTT a? OTI ^TOT R*H TO OTT TOi at loan 
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WOT to OTCR R fOT *fwi Wfl OT ,OTfl, TO5 loan HM3CH( an 
loan WHl ' IOT l SflOT W( WTO OTIT Wfll OTW TO C4RI Wfl 4ffi> ^IT 
SETfl, loan WTO TO IRR 4f$ OTIT CTO TOTO folOTl 4TOI officer HOT 
finrfT WTO TO fro flRRI, OTTO TOT CIR CHITI CTO WTO certificate TO 
&RT WTO TO IRR l 41 TO ffljHH TO CTO TO n^TO CH* IHOTll STO WTO 
certificate TO IRR l 4frT HTTOfaf WTO TO I 4ft TOTO f5IOT certificate 
TO IRR I if?® Ibbut SOTT OTTO «RQ-TO^( fu*t TO OTTO &TfT fTO 

fTO fflj 4t StOT flHTI l’4 IT Ledgera CTO I’4 =CT l TO 4TOI Loan Collector 
TO ITGOT TO flHTI TO CTO TO Cl $f$CTO WOT 4$ R loan WOT TO TOCI 
CH &T4T TO CIGIT TOfll Certificate TO 141 TORT TO I TO^TI? WR STW 
WOT TO fTO WTO l Certificate Officer ITO* fTOCI Ledger CTOt certificate issue 
TO flRRIl if?® Ill fIRI WTO TOOT HTO 5*R CfTOT! 4t Cl loan WOT TOOT 
OTT TOR, WK OTT I«t1 OTTO fTOflTO OTT WI 4Cf TO faq TOT OT IT l 

WI 4fffr TO TOR Fit Agricultural Income-tax WOT 2IHRII IROT 5TI*t 
TO If?® OTlCTO Sot income-tax OTf G OTTO flfS I$R WOT — OTOTft 5R"lCOT SOT 
4I&T WflfTO 4It 4fSr I7RH 45TTOT IT^T WI ffi~* TO OT IT l TOT TOT OT COT 

cotto Sot tog wcro wr, ch tstfro Tott tor fro whc4t r wt^ cotto Sot tax 
OTT CTO ITR OT income WRl Wfl GlffCH TOt tax assess TO I’4 — 

ot Sot cufipi cigit otu at ci if?® fro otto ctotg wr-itc?® to* 

OTCR flOT lit IT *!W ITl CTt OT R OTTO fa fill, <5T CH* g¥- 
Cinl OTT WI CfS ITO WR IT I 4HTCI TO 15 Wtl OT TO RC^ 
flOTl fTOJ CICI fa WOTT IRR, CH fllR 4fi\ fb*5( OTT OTTO l Income-tax4l 
TOC4 ITS CICOT COT* WR' WTO TO Sfa4 COTTI OTTtCf ^ fTOt OT lOTfOT OT 
TO5 IR TO I fOT WTOTC4 TO CfTCtT 4CH TOT COT tax OTf TO? 15 OTlfff OT 
Ittl Tax OTf WIf COT TO Ht falj SCOT IOT 4lflOTI Wfl 50fl Ii; SECT fllfr- 
f35 IT* l 4fOT TO tax CTO OTT COT COT, WOT TO OT ITCI Rltttl issue 
TO IRRI 4*OTI R CTO flW^TOT TO 15, CH$T OT tax CTO lOPCI Rill & 
agricultural tax OTT 2TOOT OTTO ^afS COT fufTCI TO IRi, 4TO <TO 
flJTff R HI Wfl WW ffl Helmut 4 flOT flCIWR fro TORI ait agricultural 
income-tax ifl properly WOT TOR TO 5T’IC4 tWR HOT! TOR at if?® fl?TTO 
firot aifiiTR frofrfcrc it to ot i;ioti w?rai 

W5t ITt4T CITO SlI at R ?TTO 54R R ?TT^R 3RTf C4TCTO H 14155 r R ^TI IR 
S&RI 2TC5W 5TT?POT CUT ITR R STRTCf IR fR 4fST 14 S*OT ITR, WI 4ffS 14 
flWlfOT IRI CUT OT WIf mm ffTORT atlTO 4f 44&T I4OT OT OTI fR OTT 1 
fRIl W? RXTIOT WTT 14 idt ITT WRl iWlOT 5RT Gill RWI lf55 TO I ifl 
ITt4T OTlWT W5 atfTR IWJ OTTO WCTO 4It 4tWR ifl U^T} 54C5 *TO — if?® SOT 
SlI OTI G Will llf5 5T4^ WCf, 5TIC4 ITt4TI C4Tf R OT WfR 4OTT IK4II 44* 
ifbl HOT flfl HRS SWU WR flCOTF Clt?R RR fRRI, f5fl RI 5T 4ft\ COT CICHl 
OT 5lt TOOT IRR at OT-OTR iflWfl TOl 4It fTOCIWR HT4TI ITRiS SOTI OT 
ITt4R rm OTTO S4f5 fllTI TO— Wfl at TO IC4 WOT WTO SII TORT l 

Hr. BiSWANATH ROYS 1^. President, Sir, while considering the, 
budget proposals put forth in this House by the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister I cannot help pointing out that this budget has been made out as 
if by a bureaucratic Government and not by a popular Ministry. The 
budget placed before us this year is also a deficit one. The Finance Minister 
admits that this is the 9th consecutive deficit budget of this Province, and 
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for the deficit he throws the responsibility on the shoulders of the Central 
Government and demands a subsidy to meet the deficit. „At .the same time 
he does not hesitate to introduce new items of expenditure though the time 
is abnormal* aad the situation in the country both economically and poli- 
tically is very unsteady. The hidden sources of income have not been 
properly tapped and a number of items of expenditure could have been well 
done away with under healthier circumstances. I admit that while con- 
sidering tie budget proposals I have to keep all these factors in view but 
can we not on this side of the House expect a greater imagination, a 
healthier outlook and a broader and more liberal view-point on the part of 
the Ministry in framing out the budget? In no circumstances we are 
prepared to receive the budget proposals from a popular Ministry that do 
not help to ameliorate the distress of the people of the Province at large. 
Where is that insight that is legitimately expected of popular Ministry 
to find out the real needs of the people? Where is the imagination by 
which the untapped resources of the Province could be exploited to yield 
better revenues? And where is the sympathetic outlook io equitably distri- 
bute the funds on the items of expenditure that w r ere to be incurred for the 
general prosperity of the Province? In my consideration sufficient funds 
should have been provided for better agriculture. How r we wish that much 
larger sums had been allotted for exploring improved methods of cultivation 
and for providing cultivators vriih better equipments. Improvement of the 
soil was also an important item to have been considered. Unfortunately 
the Government does not find the money for these items of 
expenditure. We find that instead of engaging itself to the larger interests 
of the people the Ministry is very much preoccupied with party politics 
ending upheavels that are often suicidal. IJpheavels create unnatural con- 
ditions to meet which the Ministry has had to provide big sums. How 
we wish that these sums of money could be utilised in wavs that might lead 
to a substantial benefit of the people. We have been told that Bengal was 
made a major base for the operations in the Far Eastern theatre of the last 
war and consequently she had to bear the brunt of all the evil legacies that 
are often left behind by war and that in spite of the deficit the Ministry 
had had to provide a very large sum for relief and rehabilitation. This is 
not an occasion to apportion blame between a group of individuals or 
between this party and that as to the responsibility for treating these con- 
ditions. The conditions are there and they have to be met with. But the 
Gbvernment by its omissions and commissions has given undue indulgence 
to these communal disturbances in the Province. I consider that the Ministry 
was competent enough to see that such conditions should never happen 
as to prevent the waste of such a hu^e sum of money on the items of relief 
and rehabilitation. The administration has to be carried on without any 
bias and the administrator should be immune all sectarian and communal 
considerations. But unfortunately in this budget we find that ample con- 
sideration has been given for a particular community in the different items 
of expenditure neglecting the interests of the people in general. The Gov- 
ernment is virtually run on a communal basis us judged by the benefits of 
the Government which* accrue, mostly to one community. Even in educa* 
tion which is the pivot of culture not only liberal discriminating grants 
are made exclusively to the Muslim institutions which in particular cases 
may be justified as a special measure to level up their standards but policy 
is being pressed even to the extent of meeting fancied communal demands. 
Again, in Trade and Industry a clear tendency is at work for discrimina- 
tory and preferential allocations of licences and permits without any heed 
to the consequences that such a method, if systematically applied on the 
plea of fixing ah equitable ratio, will generate by itself operating as a divid- 
ing force. At present the only sphere where there seems to be no idea of 
separation is the sphere of raising the revenues, but when it comes to 
expenditure, the communal principle holds its sway. Sir, in administrative 
postings and promotions also the ratio principle is applied with vengeance. 
We have a notion that for better yields of revenue we have no expert's 
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know led ire but it is a false cry. The Finance Minister invited an expert 
from overseas to advise him how to explore avenues to make the financial 
petition of the Province self-supporting. 

The Hwi'bli Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: No, no. I never said any such 
thing. You have got hold of the wrong end of the stick. 

-Mr. BI8WANATH ROY; 1 am sorry. The Finance Department has 
mther sent out an officer for the purpose. Surely an expert s knowledge 
can be obtained in this very* country if too much emphasis is not placed on 
the communal question. There are instances where we find that it no 
qualified Muslim in Bengal is available for a certain post earmaiked tor 
Muslims, a Muslim has to lie imported from outside and given the post to 
the exclusion of the children of the soil belonging to any other community. 
Having these points in view I can only say that the budget proposals have 
been worked out without looking into the fundamental needs of the people 
of the Province and it does not redound to the credit of the Mimstn which 
is at present ruling the Province in a ruthlessly autocratic way. 

Khan Bahadur EYED ABDUR RASHID CHOWDHURY; Mr. President, 
Sir, I congratulate the Hon’ble Finance Minister on presenting the budget 
for 11)47-48 at a time when the country is passing through a great crisis 


Mr. PREBIDE NT: Mr. Chowdhury, please speak up, or it would be 
better if you go to the microphone. 

Khan Bahadur 8YED ABDUR RA8HID CHOWDHURY: All right, S u '' 
At a time when the country is passing through a great crisis due to 
scarcity of foodstuffs, communal feeling and communal trouble all. ()veT 
Bengal. je 

I also think him most cordially for making provision of IU. Dm, 
for increasing the salaries of the primary school teachers in the n^ r ear ' e 
budget, for making provision of Its. 10 lakhs for the Muslim ifwatioi 
Fund and also for making other necessary provisions in conneeti^ ^ 

education of Muslims of Bengal who are still much backward ^ n *tf m e( ^ uca tion 

But at the same time I must say that the provision of Its. 18f^, , ft 
increasing the salaries of the poor and most ill-paid primary achooMV * ea che 
is quite an inadequate amount. They belong to the most important,. ua ^q 
building department under which our boys and girls are taught. \[ a] 
Quaide Assam Muhammad Ali Jinnahs, Liaquat Ali Khans, Gandhis, NeP* 
and Mr. Mohammed Ali (the Hon’ble Finance Minister here) will be bo* 
among these boys and girls. And this is the only department in which they 
will have to form their character, will have to acquire a burning desire for 
independence and will nave to learn how to sacrifice their lives for the sake 
of the community and the country. But unfortunately this department has 
all along been neglected. The increased provision of only Rs. 18J lakhs is 
too inadequate to meet the requirements of the primary school teachers at a 
time when the price of all necessaries of life are much higher than before. 
Moreover, the primary school teachers have announced the date of a general 
strike from April next. This will no doubt hamper the progress of educa- 
tion of our children to a great extent. This the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
ought to have pondered over long before. However let me hope that the 
Cabinet will try to avert thus serious situation by making adequate provi- 
sion (in the supplementary budget) in order to meet the demands of the 
teachers. Their claim is just and fair. 

This is the ninth deficit budget of the Bengal Government. The Gov- 
ernment is sure to run into bankruptcy if certain ways and means are not 
devised to put the provincial budget on a more stable basis. The Hon’ble 
Finance Minister seems to admit this and assures us to try his level best 
for an equitable financial settlement between the Centre ana the Province. 
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Bttt I must condemn, with all the emphasis that I can command, unj 
sort of new taxation upon the already overtaxed people of Bengal. Centra! 
Government should be urged upon to give this Province its Full quota f A 
duty on jute and also her legal share from other taxes such as income-tax, 
customs duty, etc. 

Provision of more than lbs. 5$ crores has been made in the next year’s 
budget for the Civil Supplies Department in which corruption prevails from 
top to .bottom. Even the officers, however highly placed may be, they do 
not think it a crime to take bribe and thus are doing mischief to the people 
in general. This is a tact whether they admit it or not. This is the public 
money by whieh they pass their time in the midst of gieat pleasure and 
amusement. There was a lot of criticism in regard to this Department 
in the paid. ^ But tin* Hon ble Ministers have turned a deaf ear to all these 
criticisms. They seem to think that they have dime their duty after allo- 
cation of funds to the different heads and forget their duty to have strict 
eye upon the staff of the department most of whom belong to the other com- 
munity. My appeal to the Hon’ ble Minister and the Ministry is to huve 
strict watch upon the Department. If they cannot, they may abolish it 
altogether. They hu\e no justification, Sir, to maintain a Department 
which they cannot control. 

Under the head “Famine’' the Government have spent one core and eighty 
lakhs as relief to the refugees. This is undoubtedly very good. But what 
strikes me most in this connection is the waste of money for thw purchase 
of unnecessary foodstuff like dehydrated vegetables. It is not even 
possible lor many very well-to-do nnd rich people to use this sort of 
foodstuff. It will not be out of place to mention here that the Govern- 
ment officers, presidents of the union boards and the secretaries of the Union 
hood Committees had the privilege to use these foodstuff. This is no doubt 
due to the negligence or connivance of the higher officers most of whom 
belong to the other community. Is it not the duty of the Hon’ble Minister 
to keep an eye upon this corruption and ill-practice, rampant in all the 
departments under the Muslim League Ministry of which we ourselves are 
so proud . 

Under the head Police, there is an increase of about .‘17 lakhs in the 
revised budget. Out of this amount Its. 8 lakhs were sj>ent, the Hon’ble 
Minister stated, to strengthen the Police force both in Calcutta and outside, 
*0 additional sub-inspectors have been appointed in the Calcutta Police, 
P78 sub-ins factors and 70 assistant sub-inspectors have been appointed in 
the Bengal Police. But the Hou’ble Minister is quite silent whether the 
Communal Ratio Rules has been maintained or not in this appointment. 

I do not know the percentage of the Muslims in this Department but I do 
not thiuk that it will exceed 20 per cent. The following list will show the 
percentage of the Muslims in the Calcutta Police: — 



Muslim. 

Non-Muslim. 

Total 

Commissioner of 1*0006 

• 

0 

1 

1 

Deputy Commissioners 

3 

10 

13 

Assistant Commissioners 

3 

14 

17 

Inspectors 

17 

74 

91 

Sub-Inspectors 

67 

130 

197 

Assistant Sub-Tnsj>ectors 

61 

207 

268 

. 

151 

436 

587 


Thus the total number of Muslims in the Calcutta Police is 151 and non- 
Muslims 436 out of the total number of 587. This is not the only 
injustice done to the Muslims but also in the matter of promotion. Muslims 
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holding service for fifteen years have been surpassed by the non-Muslims 
holding service for four years only. It is a great misfortune for the Muslims 
of Bengal under the Muslim League Ministry, that only 20 per cent, of them 
had the privilege of promotion whereas HO per cent, of the non-Muslims 
had the proud privilege of being promoted even sometimes superceding the 
most just and right claims of Muslims holding service for fifteen years. 
The proportion of the Muslims in the Bengal Police must be the same. The 
lesult is that the people of Noakhali and Tippera are living in the reign 
of terror for the last few months due to oppression of the police upon the 
Muslims. 

There can be no denying of the fact that some rowdy elements among 
the Muslims have committed oppression upon the Hindus by setting fire to 
some homes and also by looting their properties. The number of Hindu 
homes in the Faridganj police-station is 1,350, out of which 208 Hindu 
homes were fully and partly burnt. 1 cannot give you the correct number 
of houses looted by the goon das. But it was true that most of the Hindus 
posted signboards before their houses saying that they had embraced Islam 
and thus escaped from looting. Moreover they removed their valuables just 
on the sight of the fire breaking out in the Raipura police-station in the 
district of Noakhali. In the Faridganj police-station the number of Hindus 
killed is 20 and in the Chandpur police-station is a hit more. 

But just after the riot was over the Mussalmans as a whole became much 
frightened and I myself also held several meetings of both the Muslims and 
the Hindus. Tn all the meetings the Muslims promised by show of their 
hands that they would maintain peace and order in future and help the 
Hindus to the best of their ability. Hindus also assured that they would 
not leave their homes. But afterwards at the instigation of the Hindu 
volunteers from outside the subdivision and even the province most of .he 
Hindus whose houses were neither burnt nor looted left their homes and 
took shelter in the refugees’ camp either at Faridganj or at Chandpur. 
Some of them had gone to Agartola, Oomilla and Akhaura also. In the 
refugees’ camp they had their doles and clothes free from the Government, 
giving of free ration and clothes also attracted some of them to take shelter 
in the refugees’ camp. 

Now let me turn to my points that after the riot was oyer Mussalmans 
were hiding themselves in the jungles and other places where they considered 
themselves safe. The armed police force is still ruling the district of 
Tippera and Noakhali. 

Out of thousands of most brutal police oppression only a few are pub- 
lished in the paper. Taking the advantage of absence of the male-members 
the police even do not hesitate for a moment to commit brutal oppression 
upon the Muslim women. Due to this oppression about 300 females of 
Haimehar have come to Chandpur, where the Government give them free 
ration. 

F\en an infant of one month and seventeen days old was trampled under 
feet and killed by the police when they were searching the house of 
Fouzdnr Khun in Paikpara union with some local Hindus 

First Information Report also has been lodged against the Muslims who 
helped them during the riot. The police are also arresting the people indis- 
criminately without making any distinction between the guilty and the 
innocent. The police assault them mercilessly and after extorting money 
from the innocent allow’ them to go. Hundreds of pages will require if I 
am to state all the rases of police oppression in full. So J must again say 
that the people of Tippera and Noakhali are now living in the reign of 
terror as if the British Government have quitted India before June, 1948. 

We went on a deputation to the Divisional Commissioner of Chittagong 
and also to* the Hon’ble the Chief Minister at Chandpur. Both of them 
promised to put a stop to this police oppression hut to no effect. 
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We also went on a deputation to the Hon'ble Chief Minister op the lOt 
Febroary last. Thanks, he gave as a patient hearing but the result is a 
before. 

I beg to draw the kind attention of the Hon’ble the Chief Miniate 
again to the police oppression upon the Muslims of Tippera anti Noakha 
at a time when the soil will have to be prepared for cultivation. But th 
people do not dare to come in the field for fear of indiscriminate assault an 
arrest. As a result the vast paddy field will remain fallow and a greate 
famine than that of UM3 is apprehended at a time when the country i 
passing through a greater food crisis. And it will not at all be possibl 
for the Government to cope with the situation wl\yn lakhs of people wil 
have to perish. The Government will be held fully responsible for this an< 
any sort of explanation to convenience the people by sweet words will b 
of no use. 

The course, Sir, the present Cabinet is pursuing now is far from satis 
factory and there is a possibility of the Muslim League being unpopular l 
the Cabinet sticks to this course. 

Though the Muslim Teague was founded in Bengal :n ltMKi, actually i 
v»as founded about fourteen hundred years back by our most respects 
prophet who i.s the onlv and the real leader of the Muslim League. Ou 
present leader of Bengal will also have to follow him in every aspect of hi 
•ife and will have to guide the Muslims of Bengal to the tiue sense of via 
term which Islam means. When our leader and we ourselves can folio's 
our most beloved and most respected prophet fullv then and then only wi 
can achieve Pakistan. The literal meaning of Pakistan is the land of hoi; 
place. So for the achievement of Pakistan we require to he holy. W< 
shall have to revive our faith among the Muslims, Hindus, Christians an< 
Buddhists by our philanthropic deeds and not by high sounding speeche: 
and this is the suggestion of Quaide Azam also to revive the faith of tin 
Hindus. You will have to .prove by your actions which you speak. W< 
apjiealed to the Hon’ble Chief Minister to give one Muslim and one non* 
Muslim officer to enquire into the cases filed by the Muslims of Tipperi 
district against the police and the Hindus. But unfortunately for th< 
Muslims one non-Muslim officer has been placed in charge of making enquiry 
No there has been widespread discontent among the Mussalmans of the sale 
diMi i< t for not placing one Muslim officer in charge of the enquiry along 
yith the non-Muslim officer. They think that they cannot expect ar 
impartial enquiry at the hands of a non-Muslim official. So my appeal tc 
the Hon'ble Chief Minister again is to put one Muslim official also in charge 
of the enquiry. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: Mr. President, Sir, it is rather late in the 
day that I rise to discuss the budget estimates for 1947-48 presented by the 
Hon hie the Finance Minister before this House. Naturally, Sir, I rausl 
have been anticipated by most of tjie speakers in both Houses of the Legis- 
lature. Mine should, therefore, l>e more or less a rehash of the arguments 
already advanced and a repetition of the same train of reasoning. Never- 
theless, Sir, I have the advantage before me of the estimates of receipts and 
expenditure of the various Provinces as also of the Cetitre during the last 
2/3 weeks. While United Provinces has a small deficit of only 40 lakhs, 
Bihar of 37 or 38 lakhs, Orissa of a little over a crore of rupees and while 
Central Provinces, Madras and Bombay show a surplus, though very small, 
Bengal alone is burdened with o huge deficit of 13^ crores during the current 
year and fi crores for the next year 1047-48, making allowance for the fact 
that we have yet got to meet an additional demand of another 6 crores of 
rupees if revision of scales of pay were to be given effect to. In that case 
the deficit for the year 1947-48 will amount to 12 crores of rupees. Sir, let 
me not be misunderstood. My approach to the position will bo friendly 
and constructive rather than destructive. Opposition for the sake of oppo- 
sition, criticism for the sake of criticism has been the melancholy burthen 
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of many a sj>eech in both Houses of the Legislatra-e. But, Sir, even while 
in the Opposition I did not withhold my admiration for the bold step that 
the Government of Bengal took in releasing the political prisoners in res- 
ponse to the spirit of the times. It is in that spirit that I shall again 
approach the problem to-day. Far be it from me that I should in any why 
east any aspersions or reflections on the Finance Minister or on any other 
minister or ministers. Perhaps in their position we might have suffered 
from the same disabilities, the same limitations and shortcomings that they 
are suffering from. So I would jhdge them by a broad outlook, by a 
liberal standard. We are concerned not so much with individual ministers 
as with the policy that guides the machinery of the administration, »he 
objective that motivates the inner workings of the Government of Bengal. 
Sir, Budgets are always to be viewed as a whole, never to be examined 
piecemeal and that will avoid unfair and unjust criticism and the character 
of the administration is always to be determined by its output, by its pro- 
vision for rural relief, its provision under different heads of Nation Build- 
ing Departments like Agriculture, Education, Public Health, Medical, etc-, 
by its supreme efforts for socio-economic reconstruction of the Province, by 
its attempt to raise the standard of life of the people in every possible way, 
by the facilities if provides for educational expansion of .he Province of all 
castes and communities including the Scheduled Castes as also of the other 
progressive communities that live in this land, by its attempts not to tighten 
out to lighten the burden of taxation upon the poorer people in this Pro- 
vince, and not, certainly, by an attempt in a haphazard manner somehow 
to balance the debit and the credit sides of the budget; leaving a yawning 
deficit which creates an impression in the public mind of the financial rake’s 
mud gamble with the resources of the Province. 

Sir, 1 will now begin with the salutary provisions that have been made 
under the bead “Education”, in connection with which much had blood has 
already been created both in this House and outside. There is a cry that 
the Government of Bengal have made sufficient provisions for Muslim 
education amounting to only ten lakhs out of the budgeted figure of 52 
crores of rupees provided for expenditure during 1947-48. Is that a suffi- 
cient provision, Sir, for Muslim education ? There has been a persistent 
demand, a persistent cry from all quarters, especially from Muslim youths, 
and students of Bengal for a Muslim (University and that for the largest 
Muslim population in the whole world. Sir, a University for Muslim youths 
is urgently required if not for anything else hut at least to foster the growth 
of the eternal values of things, those verities of Islam, those magnificent 
traditions of the Islamic culture and civilisation which are a significant con- 
tribution to the cultural heritage of munknd. Sir, we have been urging 
tlie Government to make some provision for a Muslim University in Bengal, 
but hitherto the Government of Bengal have deliberately disregarded the 
voice of millions of Mussulmans, and I want them to take note of the volume 
and intensity of the feeling iu the Province. 

1 shall now refer to the provision under Education. In the revised 
estimates of the current year there have been provisions of Rs. 4,32,000 as 
contribution to the Muslim Education Fund, Rs. 50,000 for the opening of 
hostels for Muslim students in Calcutta, Rs. 29,000 for admission of a large 
number of Muslim students in the Presidency and the Islamia Colleges, all 
told Rs. 5,11,000. And in the budget for 1947-48 there is an additional 
grant for increased contribution to tno Muslim Education Fund to the tune 
of Rs, 5.32,000, an additional provision of Rs. 2,18,000 for Muslim hostels 
in Calcutta, and increased allotment of Rs. 1,80,000 for old scheme 
Madrassahs and Furkania Madrassa and increased expenditure in England 
for training of teachers and students abroad of Its. 5,72,000, grant to the 
Buddhist Education Fund of Rs^ 10,000 and additional grant to the 
Scheduled Caste Education Fund of Rs. 5 lakhs. In the development pro- 
gramme we find that there is a provision for increase in the salaries of the 
existing primary school teachers to the extent of 35 lakhs in the revised 
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estimates for 1946-47 and 54 lakhs in the budget" for 1917-48. For 
encouragement of post-graduate research 10 lakhs was provided in the last 
yearV budget, but unfortunately that figure does not appear either in the 
revised estimates for 1946-47 or in the budget estimates for 1947-48. But 
there has been accumulation of unspent balance in the District Primary 
Education Fund which has been provided for in the budget for 1947-48. In 
Bombay for primary education alone 173 lakhs was provided in 1945-46 
and in *1946-47 Rs. 2,39,00.000; and in 1947-48 3 enures and 79 lakhs. Sir, 
that is the regard that is paid to primary education in one of the neighbour- 
ing Provinces in India, whereas in Bengal only 10 lakhs has been provided 
for primary education, a magnificent contribution indeed for the develop- 
ment of primary education in this Province. The uuestion may be asked 
as to how to secure additional amounts for the development projects. We 
all expected that the Government of India would come to our rescue. The 
Finance Minister has himself revealed in the budget, that he expects a sub- 
vention of 69 crores from the post-war reconstruction fund that may finance 
the development schemes during the next few years. But the desperate 
financial tuition of the Government of India raises no hope in our drooping 
minds and more so because we are passing through a transition period; a 
great uncertainty ha figs over the whole situation and we cannot clearly 
envisage the position of Bengal n>-n-ns the (Vntral Government during 
the next 14 months God alone knows what would happen to Bengal and 
what fate awaits us in tin* near future. Frankly speaking, I have been very 
much alarmed after H.M.G.’s recent declaration. Already there lias been 
a rom motion, a crisis and unless the differences between the two major 
< (immunities are reconciled we do not know if we will not head towards a 
tremendous crash. 

Now 1 come to Agru ultuie, one of the other nation-building depart- 
ment-, to] which a sum »d 2 crores ,S9 lakhs has been provided and one crore 
2 lakhs and odds ha\e been provided under the Grow-More-Food scheme 
alone. Sir, Grow -More- hood has been the cry since the la ginning of times. 
But. Sir, what ha\o we grown so tar!" Have we grown food or 
thistles and i horns ^ Have we grown more foody Have we done anything 
k> improve the position o! food? Have we improved agriculture? Have 
we improved the lot of the poor agriculturists ? In the Agriculture 
Department the major portion ol the grant is consumed b\ the administra- 
tion, the major portion ol the money is used for the salaries of the staff. 
Is that t he way of improving the lot of agricult m ists ? If the Punjab could 
he converted into paradise, it Sind could be converted into paradise, J do 
not see any reason why Bengal should not he able to do so in view of the im-f 
that the present Ministry has at least one with a creative talent — at least 
one of the ablest Ministers in the Province — Mr. Saheed Suhrawardy — 1 do 
not -ee any reason win there should not he an well-planned scheme which 
could he of benefit to the agriculturists of the Province. Let us not he any 
longer under delusion. We refuse to believe that all facilities have been 
provided for the improvement of agriculture of the Province. Bengal has 
in recent times passed through one of the most disastrous crises that any 
country in the work! has faced and the people of Bengal have been the worst 
sufferers. What about the high cost of living? Have we done anything 
to bring down the prices of all commodities? Prices of essentia) commodi- 
ties have risen at least 4 or 5 times, and they are still shooting up. Have 
vou done anything to reduce the prices? Is that the way to run the adminis- 
tration of the Province? 

Then, Sir, I come to the grants under different heads and I would take 
a few of them for the purpose of comment. In the Development Programme, 
under the head “Medical” a sum of Rs. 170 lakhs has been provided in 
the revised estimates and Re. 170 lakhs for the year 1947-48 for increase in 
the number of hospital beds and provision of new beds in rural areas. That 
is a very salutory provision and it will lie of real benefit to the people, 
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Rs, 1,83,000 has been provided in the revised estimates for the current year 
and Rs, 2,68,000 in the budget for 1947-48 for the improvement of the 
Indian Mental Hospital at Ranchi. 

In the Public Health Department I will quote 2 or 3 items. For rural 
water-supply a sum of Rs. 2, 00, 000 has been provided in the current year 
and Rs.‘i,50,000 in the budget for 1947-48. These are ail salutory provi- 
sions. Again for anti-tuberculosis scheme Rs. 17,000 has been provided. 
No provision has, however, been made for kala-azar investigation. Rs. 10 
lakhs has been provided for free distribution of quinine in the revised esti- 
mates for the current year and Rs. 10 lakhs in L947-48. For mapacrine 
tablets Rs. 40 lakhs has been provided in 1946-47 and Rs. 15,00,000 in the 
budget for 1947-48 for sale to the public and Rs. 10 lakhs for free distri- 
bution has been provided both in the revised estimate and the budget for 
1947-48. In the Development programme for rural water-supply scheme 
Rs, 45 lakhs has been provided both in the revised for 1946-47 and in the 
budget for 1947-48. For the control of malaria only Rs. 96,000 has been 
provided in the budget for 1947-48, but Rs. 1,00,000 in the revised estimates 
for the current year and Rs. 2,68,000 in the budget for 1947-48 has been 
provided for malaria control in the fringe area of the salt lake. These are 
all sound provisions for rural uplift. All these grants have been made for 
eradication of malaria and for this, Sir, I cannot withhold my appreciation 
of and admiration for the Finance Minister. 

Now, Sir, coming to the grants under the head Police I am simply 
staggered. 1 am staggered to find that the Police administration has taken 
nway more than four eroros of rupees. More than four crores of rupees nas 
been consumed bv the Police Department alone. Well, Sir, we saw the 
activities of the Police Department during the last riots. For 36 hours 
the entire city of Calcutta was left to the hooligans. The police could nut 
rise to the height of the occasion — rise to the gravity <>t the situation, and 
on account of their inactivity and inefficiency so many innocent lives were 
lost. So the increase under the head of Police Department is absolutely 
unjustified. Unless a better and a more healthy atmosphere is created in 
the Police Department there is no justification tor any increase under this 
head. I need not say anything more about it and I now come to one of 
the most distressing points in the budget. I am deeply distressed at the 
yawning deficits that threaten to hurry Bengal to her doom. From 1943 
to 1947 is not a far cry and >et within this incredibly short space ot time 
Bengal has been landed into a disaster which has bail its effects on the 
finances of the Province. I will show by figures that while the revenue 
receipts have gone on increasing from Rs. 13 crores and odds in 1937-38 to 
Rs. 47 crores in 1047-48, the expenditure has also increased to a colossal 
figure of Rs. 52 crores. While Bombay in spite of the riots of a chronic 
character could show a surplus in 1946-47 and m 1947-48, in spite of its 
close proximity to war rone, Assam could show a surplus, in spite of the 
acute shortage and food crisis Madras could show a surplus, Bengal alone 
has a huge deficit. There are deficits in other Provinces, but the deficits 
there amount to only a few lakhs. And why this huge deficit in Bengal? 
The reason is not far too seek. All this deficit, all these losses can be 
traced back to the Civil Supplies Department. The whole machinery in the 
Civil Supplies Department has been rotten and gangreened to the core 
during these 3 or 4 long years. The total capital outlay on the transac- 
tions of food was placed at Rs. 76 crores during 1943-44 and the loss was 
estimated at-Rs. 3| crores. The total capital outlay in 1944-45 was 
Rs. 81 crores out of which a loss of Rs. 5 crores was anticipated on procure- 
ment operations. The actual la*s incurred on procurement operations was 
Rs. 3,66,77,000 in 1943-44, Rs. 13,62,06,000 in 1944-45, Rs. 2,25,20,000 
in 1946-46, Rs. 2,45,26,000 in the revised for 1946-47 and Rs. 1,51,00,000 
in 1947-48. Then under Boat Construction the loss is Rs. 17,34,000 in 
1946-46 and Re. 1,56,14,000 as has been shown in the budget for 1946-47 
but which has since been reduced to Rs. 29,76,000 in the revised estimates 
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and Ri* 1,26,56,000 in 1047-48. These are oolossal figures indicating 
colossal brains and schemes that operate behind the scene. Sir, the Legis- 
lature was kept in the dark about these operations. They say* there were 
no storage facilities but actually there were any number of storing agents 
all over* the country, any number of experts in boat construction available, 
but these people could not be utilised for reasons best known to the people 
at large! Mr. Hamidul Huq Ckowdhury rightly pointed out the other day 
that all the businessmen in Bengal thrived during these years, but only the 
Government of Bengal sustained heavy losses. And all these happened 
behind the scene. Sir, I stagger to think that these losses were not even 
properly accounted for. I do not like to rake up those unpleasant things 
of the past which happened from year to year. They "thoroughly exposed 
the hollowness of the pretensions put forward by the persons responsible 
for the administration of the Province. Sir, the Woodhead Commission 
has shown who were responsible for the miseries of the people in 1943. 1 

am sorry for the Finance Minister and I sympathise with him in his mis- 
fortune. He has been suffering from an unfortunate legacy of the past. 
He pleads for the revision of Niemeyer’s Award. All responsible sections 
of this House and outside will co-operate with him in his demand for better 
allocation for Bengal, 1 have no grudge or grievance against him. Unfor- 
tunately, he has inherited a legacy and even now lue has to suffer on account 
of that legacy. 

These losses, as has already been pointed out by oilier speakers, were never 
accounted for. Perhaps the stocks were never verified and checked and 
nobody took any interest in the matter. And the contributory factors like 
“damaged stocks", "loss in transit", etc., etc., were responsible for 
'further losses. They went on expanding and expanding and at last mounted 
up to a colossal figure and all these are connected with the administration 
of the Civil Supplies Department. (Mr. Hakidak Majcmijah : The loss was 
incurred perhaps to develop the hank balance of some people.) I shall not 
cast any reflection upon any person. I do not claim any perfection myself; 
( leser’s wife is above suspicion. This Ministry is at the helm of affairs 
in this Province on the verdict of the electorate. I look to them for guid- 
ance and inspiration in this darkest hour that Bengal is passing through. 
Graver responsibilities will rest upon their shoulders to-morrow. It may 
he that the Bengal Government will acquire more powers with the passage 
of time. They may continue, but they can justify themselves only by their 
achievements, by their record, by their contribution, positive and significant, 
to the political, the social, the economic, the cultural and the educational 
reconstruction of the Province. T deeply appreciated the observations of 
the Leader of the Opposition the other day while he was discussing the 
subject of a Muslim University in Bengal. He would have more and more 
facilities, would have more and more provision for Muslim education. That 
is the spirit that must actuate the leaders of Bengal. That is the spirit that 
is actuating the Hon’hle Mr. Saheed Suhrawardy at the present moment. 
It is in that spirit that the Ministers are vying with one another at the 
present moment and pleading for a greater Bengal, for a resettlement of 
the conflicting interests, for a reconciliation of the divergent claims. They 
plead for a coalition today in the year of grace 1947. Coalition in the vear 
of Lord 1941 was a reality. Today again they are talking of a Coalition, 
^ir, w'e have ever pleaded for a better understanding, better relations 
between the different communities, for a greater Bengal, a wealthier 
Bengal, a richer Bengal, a cleaner Bengal, a more prosperous Bengal 
which would adequately represent all the communities, would thus 
lead to the political, cultural, social and moral evolution of this 
Province. In this darkest hour of India’s history we look to the three 
great personalities of Modern India. Md. Ali Jinnah, Mahatma Gandhi and 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, to save the crisis of India. They alone can 
deliver the goods. They alone can make or mar the picture of India. 
There is not a fourth man in India at the present moment. Let us not 
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lose our heads; let us look to them for guidance But we ou our part must 
try to sit across the table, discuss things in a true spirit, not in a spirit of 
isolation, not in a spirit of exclusion, but in a spirit of affiliation, in a 
spirt of sympathetic co-operation, in a spirit of coalition, in a spirit to 
adjust ahd reconcile the divergent claims, to rehabilitate Bengal, $6 shape 
and mould her destinies and to integrate the scattered forces of Bengal 
towards political, social and cultural evolution. Sir, I would like further 
to place before this House the figures of two major Provinces of Bombay 
and Bengal from the year 1938-39 to the year 1947-48. That will* at once 
clinch the argument that will show how Bengal has drifted from bad to worse. 
In J 938-39 the revenue of Bombay was 12 crores 44 lakhs and expenditure 
12 crores 79 lakhs and deficit 35 lakhs. For the same year Bengal's revenue 
vus 12 crores 70 lakhs; expenditure 12 crores 76 lakhs; no deficit. For 
1939-40 Bombay's revenue was 13 crores and 14 lakhs and exjienditure 
12 crores and 83 lakhs; surplus 31 lakhs. For the same year Bengal’s 
revenue was 14 crores and 31 lakhs and expenditure 13 crores and 71 lakhs; 
surplus 60 lakhs. For the year 1940-41 the revenue of Bombay was 

14 crores, 48 lakhs; expenditure 13 crores 60 lakhs; surplus 88 lakhs*. For 
the same year Bengal's revenue was 13 crores 54 lakhs; expenditure 14 crores 
45 lakhs ; ‘deficit 91 lakhs. For the year 1941-42 Bombay's revenue was 
16 crores 86 lakhs; expenditure 15 crores 25 lakhs; surplus l crore 61 lakhs. 
For the same year Bengal’s revenue was 14 crores 94 lakhs; expenditure 

15 ri ores 5() lukhs; deficit 50 lakhs. For the \eur 1942-43 Bombay's 
revenue was 19 crores 70 lakhs; expenditure 17 crores 78 lakhs; surplus 
1 crore 92 lakhs. For the same year Bengal's revenue was 10 crores 46 
lakhs; expenditure 16 crores 79 lakhs; deficit nearly 33 lakhs, that was the 
.year of Mr. Faxlul Huij’s Coalition Ministry. (The Hon’blo Mit. Moihwmed 
Am: which year)') The year was 1942-43. (The j I on ’hie Mil. Mohammad 
Am: Wrong, wrong.) in 1943-44 the budget estimate as presented In 
Mi. Fuzlul Huij was 16 crores, J lakh and 87, 0(H), expenditure 17 crore'*, 
M lakhs and 85 thousand, the revised 22 crores, 40 lakhs and ft thousand, 
and nnenue expenditure 32 crores, 53 lakhs and 6 thousand, and the actual 
was 23,71,72,000 and expenditure 26,75,18,000. Expenditure lias finis 
mounted up till today in the year of grace 1946-47 we have reached ;i 
rtnenuo of 38 crores and an expenditure of 52 crores as shown in the revised 
for the cut rent year, and for 1947-48 revenue receipts nt 47 crores and odds 
and expenditure ol 53 crores and odds. 

Sir, this is the picture presented before the House. I will not quote 
an t \ further figures. They only show which wav the wind is blowing. It 
is a peculiar phase of the administration. The Finance Minister says that 
three crores of rupees have been increased under the bead “Famine' ' and 
2 A crores under “Miscellaneous" for the relief of riot \ietims and refugees 
but thexf ha\e been offset to some extent by reduction to the extent of 
about 2 crores of rupees, in respect of ordinary charges, under Agriculture, 
lirigaticm and Civil Works. Sir, far be it from me to cast any reflection 
upon any Minister, but 1 have got, to draw attention to the real state of 
things. The amounts likely to be incurred under the development project 
ate 8 crores, 6 crores under revenue account and the balance one crore and 
odds on capital account. * Decrease of 3J crores under revenue account is 
accounted for by a saving of 48 lakhs under “Irrigation", 9 lakhs under 
“Education’’, 14 lakhs under “Agriculture ”, 27 lakhs under “Industries" 
and 2 lakhs 58 thousand under “Civil Works” and 27 lakhs under “Miscel- 
laneous". Sir, you will see that under “Education” the decrease is due 
to the abandonment of the scheme for encouragement of jwst-graduate 
research in Calcutta University under the the “University College of 
Science*’. Sir, could anything*more preposterous be conceived of in this 
land of science and culture in modern India, the land of Sir Jagadish 
Chandra Bose, Sir P. (\ Bay, and Dr. Meghnad Saha? I would plead with 
all the emphasis at my command for greater and greater facilities for educa- 
tional expansion for my Muslim brethren and the Scheduled Castes, but I 
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►w with dismay any attempt to put a brake on the wheel o! progress of 

wnufen&ity which has during the last few decades built up the educational 

I scientific structure of Bengal. To retard their progress would be 
retarding the general progress of education in Bengal and I therefore 
deprecate very much the cutting down of expenditure under this head. It 
is very unfortunate that there has been no cutting down or reduction of 
expenditure under the head “Police”, the Civil Supplies Department, Extra- 
ordinary Charges, or Famine. The Civil Supplies Department, Sir, is 
u monster which employs thousands ot men on colossal scales of pay. Our 
first class M.A.’s, B.A. s are recruited on a scale of He. 50 or Its. 60 per 
mensem but under-graduates, matriculates and even non-matriculates have 
been employed in this department on salaries ranging from Its. 200, Its. 300, 
its. 400, Its. GOO to Its. 700. Sir, is public money to be squandered away 
like this? Sir, accidentally I met some students of the Dacca University 
while going to Mymensiugh very recently; they pleaded foi better emolu- 
ments. Dr. Hassan, the Vice-Chancellor of the University, happened to be 
in the same steamer also, lie said, “do you think that the University should 
copy the example of the Civil Supplies employees of the Government of 
Bengal”, etc 1 , etc. They are getting Its. 600, Its, 700 Its. 800 and Its. IKK) 
and some times more. The department is rotten from top to bottom — it is 
gangreened to the core — the whole atmosphere is full of corruption. Hitherto, 
Sir, there has been a stigma attached to the Police administration of the 
Province. But the Police Department cannot compete in corruption and 
inefficiency with the Civil Supplies Department. The whole department 
lias acquired a bad odour about it. Why an array of thousand employees 
should lie maintained at a huge expenditure and be allowed to drain away 
the resouices of the Province? Less than half the strength on much lesser 
salaries and emoluments would he more than sufficient for this poor 
Province. 

Now, iSir, I must say a few words in reply to what the honourable leader 
of the European Group has said about the Calcutta Corporation. Ho cast 
a fling at the administration of the Calcutta Corporation and spoke about 
mismanagement of its finances and incidentally he hinted at its supersession. 
Sir, I owe it to myself to join issue* with him in this respect in the most 
respectful manner. Could there he a more glaring example of mismanage- 
ment than what prevails in the provincial administration here? If the 
guilt of the Corporation justifies its supersession, l beg to he excused if I 
assert that the provincial Government lias also to he superseded. What is 
sauce for the goose should he sauce for the gander us well. I know, Sir, 
there has been some mismanagement, some remisness in the Corporation. 
Having served the Corporation for a number of years, as its Mayor and in 
other capacities I know more of Corporation affairs than auybody else here 
except perhaps my esteemed friend Mr. Nahar who has been in 
the Corporation for a longer period and I hope he will correct 
me if I make mistakes in what I say. I know, Sir , that the 
Corporation has blundered, has oftqn mismanaged and has bungled its 
affairs. But there has been no bungling compared with the bungling 
of the Government 6f Bengal. Sir, today we are faced with the logical 
conclusion of the demand for partition of India. Now, Sir, I come to the 
question of partition of Bengal which is being advocated by a section of 
the people. No good will be served by partition. We aro for Pakistan if 
Pakistan means sovereign State — nobody can grudge that. But why cannot 
we Hindus and Muslims discuss at a conference the real position — why 
should we not, 360 lakhs Muslims and 340 lakhs Hindus, be able to form a 
composite Government in the Eastern Zone and work for our mutual good, 
for our mutual benefit. Majorities must have the reins of administration 
m their hands and minorities have to live on their suffrage. I do not see 
any reason why our Hindu brethren did not concede to Pakistan in the 
astern Zone. Under that scheme Muslim majority could have been reduc- 
ed from 66 per cent, to 51 per cent. In any scheme with the respective 
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strength of Hindus and Muslims in the total population of Bengal and 
Assam, no Government can function without mutual co-operation and assist- 
ance. With mutual goodwill and co-operation only it is possible to have 
such a Government. Why then is a cry for partition. Fortunately 
Mahatmu Gandhi and Mr. ttarat Chandra Bose are against this partition. 
They are of opinion that it is not possible to divide Bengal. If it is done, 
there would he no end of complications. I* say it is not practicable. If 
you want partition of Bengal, to-morrow in Bihar 40 lakhs of Muslims will 
cry to have a separate Province, next day 60 lakhs of Muslims in the United 
Provinces will ask for the constitution of a separate Province, similarly the 
Muslims across the Malabar Coast in Madras will demand a separate Pro- 
vince, so there will he no end of complications. The talk about partition 
is not, therefore a feasible proposition. The Ministers are now vying with 
one another for a Coalition Ministry. While we must look to the three 
great men of Inda, Mr. Jinnah, Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit Nehru for 
guidance, we ourselveH must plead for an adjustment of the conflicting 
interests in Bengal. In the name of all that is holy, in the name of all that 
is grand and glorious, in the name of all that is noblest and sublimest in 
human nature, in the name of truth and justice, we have got to develop our- 
selves, we have got to integrate the dying forces towards the track of spiri- 
tual reconstruction of our society. 

Sir, we want to live and let live. We shall not encroach upon others’ 
rights and privileges nor shall we allow encroachment on the sacred and 
inviolable rights of Moslems. We must try to make it possible for all com- 
munities to live in peace and amity. I believe that if we leave no room for 
misgivings and doubts, if we mean well and if our efforts are genuine there 
is bound to be peace and harmony in the land. 

With these words, Sir, 1 conclude my speech. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, 1 do not agree with my honourable 
'friends who think that the budget has been prepared for one community 
alone. J do not agree with those remarks of my honourable friends wno 
said that it was an Islamic budget. On the other hand I would submit that 
a word of congratulation should go to the Hon’ hie the Finance Minister for 
creating a special fund for the Muslims and the Buddhists. I also thank 
him for enhancing the grant for the education of the Scheduled Castes. 
But the budget does not indicate any solution of the financial problems with 
which Bengal is confronted. Ilow long the administration of a Province 
can go on by borrowing or begging from the Centre? I think the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister’s hope for financial help from the Centre may be 
belied. Even if the entire proceeds of the tax on income and the duty on 
jute is conceded, it cannot oe quite sufficient for our evergrowing require- 
ment. There is another aspect which should not be entirely excluded from 
our consideration. We may be faced with unforeseen circumstances and 
innumerable difficulties on the eve of transfer of power fiom Britain to 
Tndia. We may have to land in regions hitherto unknown to us. To meet 
all these contingencies the Ministry must mobilise all their forces and find 
out all their resources. Remove corruption, ill-administration and mal- 
administration. Liquidate the aemindaries and nationalise the industries. 

Sir, I shall now put forward some demands on behalf of the Scheduled 
Castes. The Ministry must concede to the Scheduled Caster a share of the 
trade and commerce in the country. I also congratulate my friend 
Mr. Pafiram Roy for claiming a separate college. My friend realises and 
he believes in the separate entity of the Scheduled Castes but pressed by the 
circumstances, he has found a pla^e which does not suit him. I also draw 
the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to a flagrant breach of the Communal 
Ratio Rules. To remedy this & member of the Scheduled Castes must be 
appointed on the Public Service Commission. So far as retrenchment is 
concerned, no member of the Scheduled Castes should be retrenched unless 
the community exceeds 16 per cent, of the appointments in the department 
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concerned. Another important aspect, another impor&nt feature of this 
year’s budget is the declaration by the Finance Minister about the liquida- 
tion of the isemindary system. We had occasion before to pronounce on the 
floor of this House and give the zemindars a clear warning. That time was 
not far off when the people of Bengal would awake, arise and throw this 
inglorious chapter on the land revenue system into the Bay of Bengal. Let 
the zemindars, the creatures of the Permanent Settlement, respond to the 
uigent call of the country. I/et the zemindars once for all forget the 
foolish and false idea that they are the proprietors of the soil. However this 
momentous declaration is lacking in some detail. Firstly there is no idea 
of time given by the Government when this pernicious system will go: 
secondly how the Ministry proposes to pay this estimated sum of 82 crores 
of rupees to the zemindars as compensation. At any rate, Sir, Bengal must 
not be mortgaged to the zemindars for another 200 years. If compensation 
is to be paid it must be paid by instalments out of the income of the zerain- 
daries after deducting the costs of collection of revenue and the establish- 
ment. At any rate, no liability should be thrown on the general revenues 
ol the Province. Now, Sir, with your permission and subject to your ruling 
1 wish to touch one or two points, lleference has been made by my 
colleagues on my right to the Cabinet Mission and the mischievous agitation 
now known as the Partition of Bengal. Sir, the declaration of the Cabinet 
.Mission in regard to the position of the Scheduled Castes is a betrayal of 
the most worst type. The Labour Government of England caught by the 
trap of the Congress in the false hope of trade facilities want to hand over 
the 8 c?r>res ot people bound hand and foot — people who are unconscious 
ot and uuable to defend the natural rights of humanity. The Prime Minister 
of England appears to be acquainted with the disease from which the 
Scheduled Castes are suffering in the Hindu society, but, Sir, he has 
referred them to a physician who has been eating up their blood and killing 
their soul for the last 2,000 years. Now, Sir, s word or two about the 
partition of Bengal. It is a silly, it- is a foolish agitation earn'd on by a 
few handful of men to protect their vested interests. Sir, wo arc not pre- 
pared to allow a section of our people to live within a purely canto Hindu 
raj, for fear of social, economic and political tyranny of the black days of 
the past and the present. Ixiok at the map of India and separate the Muslim 
majority provinces from the Hindu majority areas. What do you find? 
You will find that the condition of the members of the Scheduled Castes in 
the Muslim majority areas is much better than those living in the area 
dominated by the Hindus. You will find, Sir, that the economic condition 
of the members of the Scheduled Castes now living in \our future Hindu 
kingdom of West Bengal, Bihar, United Provinces and Madras is much 
worse. The social and economic tyrannies are by far greater and extortion 
and exploitation and oppression at the hands of the Caste Hindus know no 
limits. The Scheduled Castes are not treated even with that much respect 
shown towards beasts and dogs. Only a few months hack the Congress 
Government of Madras sent a member of the Scheduled Castes to jail for 
the so-called offence of burning his chiW on the funeral pvre of the Caste 
Hindus. I tell von, Sir, in clear terms that the *Scheduled Castes of Bengal 
do not want any partition and yesterday a resolution has already been passed 
bv the Bengal Provincial Scheduled Castes Federation to oppose this move 
with all the force at their command. I am sure the Muslims will never 
tolerate any fragmentation of the Province. Sir, probably the middle 
classes between the so-called caste Hindus and the Scheduled Castes 
commonly known as Navashakas are opposed to it. Then who want this 
partition? Two per cent, of the caste Hindus and >vhy? The idea behind 
is this 

Mr. PER8IDEHT: Mr. Roy, what about the budget? 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, some members have spoken on parti- 
tion and I am only referring to that. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: But you are making it the main topic of your speech. 
Please come to the budget. 

Mr* AMULYADHONE BOY: I am only replying to a point raised by 
some of my friends on the other side. As I was saying, it is only one or 
two per cent, of caste Hindus that want partition. And why do they want 
it? They want it because they want to threaten the Muslims to give up 
their cry for Pakistan and my advice to them is that force is no remedy. 
The only way is to persuade the Muslims to live in an united India is to 
restore their confidence by practical actions. That is the advice that I am 
giving them. The Congress has committed a great blunder by passing a 
resolution of the Working Committee on the partition of the Punjab and 
it leads every right thinking man to the irresistible conclusion that the 
claim for Pakistan is justified. (Interruptions.) Alas, the advocates of Indian 
nationalism and unity of India, you will go so much down. Yet probably 
all your colours have not been exhibited before the world and they will be 
gradually known as time goes by with the growth of democracy. But, Sir, 
as you are impatient. I would finish soon. In all seriousness I would ask 
all my friends to realise that the partition of West Bengal will lead to the 
partition of every district of Bengal, district by district, \illage by village. 
(Mr. Haridas Majumdak: Why?] Mr. Majumdar you should remain quiet. 
If you do not submit to the Muslim rule, why should the Muslims in India 
submit to Hindu rule? (Mu. Majumdar: We don’t want them to.) You 
may take it from me, Sir, that your West Bengal will never he partitioned 
and we shall resist it with all our force. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. 8HAH00DUL HAQUE: Mr. President, Sir, even 
timely discussion of the budget estimates in this House and from this side 
of it, is found to be more or less a formal matter and their discussion after 
voting on demands has already commenced in the I*nver House is ratlier a 
dull fruitless affair. So I do not propose to speak at any length nor do 1 
propose to take the House through the labyrinth of figures. T shall content 
myself with making certain general observations only about the policy and 
the programme of the Government as envisaged in the estimates by one 
belonging to the Government party. 

Sir, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister really deserves our sympathy, 
that for circumstances so ably narrated by him in his budget statement over 
which the Government lmd had no control whatsoever, he is confronted with 
the most awkward position of having to present such a heavy deficit budget 
for the second time during his tenure of office as Bengal's Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. Bengal had had seven other deficit budgets previous to this 
following the notorious Niemeyer Award and the reasons are not far to seek. 
Bengal will tide over the heavy deficit, when either a financial resettlement 
has been reached with the Central Government or when Bengal has attained 
her full stature of l>eing a Sovereign Independent State within a little over 
one year now, having full control over her financial resources. 

The Finance Minister deserved congratulations for the boldness lie has 
displayed in augmenting grants under different heads for developing the 
Province without resorting to any new taxation immediately to wipe out 
the heavy deficit. He will possibly think of new taxation after the officer 
who has been deputed abroad to examine the technique of new taxation in 
foriegn countries, has returned after mastering the technique. We, on this 
aide, have no objection to new taxation if, that does not touch the poor 
people. 

Sir, while things are moving wy fast all around us, it is to be regretted 
that the Government do not appear to be moving with the times with the 
same pace. They are not ready with plans and schemes either in the post- 
war reconstruction sphere or any other sphere in the day to day administra- 
tion. Whenever a query is made about the progress of work the invariable 
reply hat been either 4 * that a comprehensive scheme is being drawn up' 1 or 
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“that a comprehensive scheme is under consideration”. There is no escape 
from die criticism that the Government have been moving snail like in the 
old hackneyed or leisurely way. Matters and things which call for quick 
decision and disposal, take long to get out of the Secretariat dovecotes. 

That the Government have been too slow to move is evident from the 
fact that large sums of money sanctioned in the closing j ear’s budget have 
remained undisbursed under many heads. Employment of officers in the 
capacity of Special Officers, after return from leave or training, for months 
together, having had almost nothing to do during the period they are so 
employed in betweeu their posting to substantive posts, is another instance 
in point. This shows that some screws are very loose somewhere and this 
entails heavy wastage of public funds and man-power of the Province. 
Serious note ought to be taken of this state of affairs and the screws either 
tightened or replaced. 

Sir, agricultuial improvement of the country without providing for irri- 
gation facilities and exterminaion of water-hyacinth pests— there being no 
such projects either for East Bengal or tor North Bengal seems hardly possi- 
ble of attainment. 

The Ciul Supplies Department, which I had called “Civil Denial Depart- 
ment” in my last budget speech, has had a bad past and does not seem to 
have improved an\ the whit. There is hardly any justification i or the 
existence and continuance of this Department at such bea\y costs when the 
Department having taken in its own hand the purchase and procurement 
of rice and padd\ has signalU failed to keep down the juice of paddy and 
rice in the deficit districts ley sending adequate quantities of paddy and 
rice in those places. The Government are certainly aware that a very high 
price is ruling in the deficit districts which is beyond the pnrchasng capacity 
of poor and poor middle class people. The Department should justify its 
existence by taking immediate steps for stabilising the price of rice and 
paddy by procuring and supplying adequate quantities or should wind up 
leaving the people to their fate. 

Sir, it is painful to have to refer to the boat construction scandal again 
this year. That episode should have been long closed by quick disposal of 
the boats and so much money should not have been wasted over the main- 
tenance. This is yet another instance how public funds arc wasted for not 
taking quick decisions. 

Sir, barring a provision of 37 lakhs for ip visional settlement operations 
preliminary to state acquisition of rent receiving interests, there is no pro- 
M'sion in the budget for initiating proceedings for state acquisition even 
ill those districts where the revisional settlement operations are already over. 
So it seems extremely problematical as to whether the question of state 
acquisition of rent receiving interests will he taken up by the existing 
Government under the existing constitution although a Bill is said to be 
under preparation and proposed to be referred to a Select Committee after 
introduction during the current session , of the Legislature. It is doubtful 
if this will satisfy the people who are clamouring for the abolition of the 
/emindary system outright here and now r — even without paying any com- 
fiensation to the landlords. Preamble to the Bargadar Temporary Provi- 
sion Bill has raised suspicion in the mind of the public that Government ie 
frying to evade the main issue for the time being. 

Sir, the Government have not yet been able to forsake their love for 
retired officers. The w-ar exigency over, there is hardly any justification 
for their retention in the public services any longer to the detriment of the 
interest of yotlng unemployed and employed people. Government should 
lie well advised to bid adieu to these officers at tne close of this month. Sir, 
if contentment and security are contributory factors for creating zest in 
work and making for efficiency, what justification is there in keeping so 
many Deputy Cofiectors and Sub-Deputy Collectors hanging on a temporary 
basis for such a long time? 
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Sir, criminal inaction of the police during the August disturbances in 
Calcutta and Howrah and their excesses in Tippera and Noakhali in October 
and November reveal a hoj)eless and a scandalous state of affairs and consti- 
tute a slur on the police administration of the Province. 

A complete overhauling of the Police Department is called for, to justify 
the enhanced grants for it. Strengthening of the police force alone will 
not help in the maintenance of law and order in the country. So long as 
the people professing different religions and having different ideologies and 
cultures will have no respect for law and order, ana will not consider human 
body, life and property sacrosanct and will not try to understand 
each other’s views dispassionately, there will be no end of the troubles. 

Sir, it is a happy sign that the Government have set up an Advisory 
Committee in connection with the Sports Stadium in Calcutta which will be 
u paying proposition and are contemplating to set up a Housing Board for 
the administration of the scheme for providing subsidised housing accom- 
modation for the poorer classes. It is hojied Government will profit by t lie 
advice of these bodies. Sir, of committees, commissions, boards and con- 
ferences, there have been too many of these in this Province in the past 
entailing heavy costs but without hearing any fruit because the Government 
had set them up only to divert public, agitation and not to he profited by 
their deliberations. Though the past experience with regard to these has 
been anything hut encouraging, still I would like to suggest the setting up 
of an Economic Committee consisting of officials and non-officials to explore 
wavs and means for effecting economy in t he cost of administration without 
impairing its efficiency on the lines proposed by the llon hle Mr. Liaquat 
All Khan, the Finance Minister of the Interim Government. ** 

I would suggest the setting up of an Anti-Corruption Board to effec- 
tively combat and eradicate corruption in the Public, Services composed of 
a personnel of transparent honesty and strong character. Corruption is a 
legacy of the last world war which engendered the propensity of “getting- 
rich-quick" in almost all classes of people not excepting the public servant 
by means fair or foul. Whipping in addition to heavy fine and imprison- 
ment should he imposed on those public servants found guilty of corruption. 

I would also suggest the setting up of a Board with powers for revising 
the communal ratio rules in the public services, for seeing the revised com- 
munal ratios being properly maintained not only in appointments hut also 
in postings throughout Bengal. 

Sir, I shall now dwell on the educational jiortion of the budget which 
has evoked so much ungenerous and adverse criticism from some members 
of the Opposition who have chosen to call it an “Islamic Budget”, a “Com- 
munal Budget’*, and a “Budget which has ignored the existence of Hindus 
in Bengal”, for the simple reason that some provision has been made in t 
for giving facilities to those who are admittedly backward in education in 
order to enable them to make the leeway. For the ten lakhs of the Muslim 
Education Fund, erring almost on the side of generosity, there is another 
ten lakhs for the education of the Scheduled Castes who are also equully, 
ii not, more backward in education. Are they not Hindus? How then, 
the Budget has ignored the existence of Hindus in Bengal? 

Now, let me revert to item H7 — Education — General and draw the atten- 
tion of tlie Government to the growing public dissatisfaction as the Porvince 
seems still to he groping in the educational field for lack of a dearly defined 
objective with the result that little or no progress has been made so far. 
There have of course been committees and conferences but what is exactly 
the |M»licy and programme of the, Government we have yet to know. The 
Budget gives one the impression that the Government are apparently still 
holding and nursing Macaulay’s baby. But, with only a little over a year 
between now and complete self-Govemment, it is high time that the Govern- 
ment should start at least thinking about a substitute in its place. 
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Sir, Attempts merely to enlarge or adapt the existing system are bound 
to prove wasteful and rutile, because the present system has been built on 
a foundation which is neither democratic, nor sound educationally, practic- 
ally confined to the upper and middle classes of the Society. The existing 
system chiefly aimed at producing the clerical and other subordinate per- 
sonnel for Government and merchant offices. With it* emphasis on the * 
ability to cram, memorise, copy and reproduce, it certainly attained its 
objective of mass production ot |K*ople trained to do things at the bidding 
ol others. With no real scope for free and independent work at any stage 
of education, it has proved utterly unsuited for developing the real powers, 
for producing the leaders and self-relient citizens, with initiative and enter- 
prise, with power of clear thinking and constructive imagination, as we 
require, if our country is to take its place among the free nations of the 
world. It must be admitted that so far as the education of the masses is 
concerned, not even its fringe lias so fur been touched. Adult education 
lias been completely neglected, and the present Budget has not provided a 
pie for it. 

Sir, As regards primary education, we have just un apology for it. Our 
conception of primary education lias at no time gone beyond the narrow 
limits. of provision for mere literacy. Even there one notes with dismay 
that the percentage of literacy remains stationary at the shameful figure of 
15. It is not surprising. Nothing better can be expected when the primary 
teacher is paid no more than a beggarly pittance. It is not education but 
deception in the name of education to continue which would he unworthy 
ot a responsible popular Government. A redeeming feature of this budget 
m the provision of Bs. 54 lakhs under “Development Programme" for 
increasing the salary of primary teachers in place of Its. 20 lakhs provided 
in the closing year's budget. liut, 1 am afraid, we are now past the stage 
of tinkering with the problem. The time has arrived for honestly and 
boldly fnciug it. The matter can no longer be shelved simply on financial 
grounds. Whether as an autonomous Province or a tree state, Bengal can 
now certainly plan on the expectation that it will get it*- full share of 
income-tax and customs duties including UK) per cent, of the jute export 
duty, in the near future, and if necessary fresh taxes must lie levied, but 
our present or future electorate cannot be left uneducated except with dis- 
astrous consequences. A complete reorientation in the Government's out- 
look on education is therefore essential. There must he a comprehensive 
and well-thought-out scheme of education dealing with all stages, and edu- 
cation must he real education which would prepare our people to perforin 
their duties as free citizens according to their ability and aptitude. 

Sir, The House ought to be given the details of the compulsory education 
soli erne that the Government are proposing to introduce. The Government 
should guard against the futility of compelling the children to attend the 
primary schools as they are today. Without an adequate arrangement for 
improving the primary schools, such a measure would simply increase the 
wastage and might evep end in a farce for want of proper supervision. 
Bather than take up whole districts as units for compulsory experiment, the 
Government should select, according to their resources, selected unions in 
each district, and so equip and staff the schools in those areas that the 
education the children are compelled to receive is something worth having 
and lasts long enough as to ensure against a relapse into illiteracy. If the 
suggested procedure is followed, supervision should also present no special 
problem, since the existing inspecting staff would be able to concentrate on 
such small areas. Other areas of the district may gradually be brought 
unUer the scheme as speedily as the resources of the Government in respect 
of qualified teachers, inspecting staff and finance permit. 

Sir, it is a good thing that the Government for the first time have been 
alive to the nee3 for providing facilities for primary trainings But I should 
draw the attenton of the Government to a sad omission, namely; the lack of 
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any provision for research in education. 14 has been our fate to depend foi 
our knowledge pn sources outside our country and to be content witt 
secondhand knowledge, perhaps obsolete and out-of-date in most cases, oi 
inapplicable to our conditions. There cannot be a greater tragedy than thb 
that though our children are there in our own country, our teachers derive 
their knowledge of children from other peoples’ study* of other children for 
the simple reason that no arrangement exists for a systematic and scientific 
child-study in our country. If the foundation, Sir, oi our education system 
is to he truly laid, it must be based on our needs and it must suit our 
conditions. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: How long will you take to finish? 

Khan Bahadur A* M. 8HAH00DUL HAQUEs Two or three minutes, 
Sir. 

1 would therefore urge on the Government the need for the establishment 
of a bureau or institute of child-study and psychological research. The 
Government of India have provided in the Budget for 1947-48, for the 
establishment of such a bureau. Bengal should wake up and boldly face the 
educational problem if she does not want to lag behind. 

iSir, 1 feel I should impress on the Government the urgency for improv- 
ing the educational administration by changing it radically. If we are 
abolishing subinfeudation in our land system, let us also abolish the 
hierarchy in our educational administration. The amalgamation of ' the 
Director of Public Instruction’s office and Secretary's office can take place 
forthwith thereby increasing the speed and efficiency at headquarters. 
Enthusiastic and energetic people with power of initiative, drive and leader- 
ship should be picked and chosen for the key positions with the duties 
specifically defined and they must get things done within the allotted time. 
Inefficiency and delay should be dealt with ruthlessly. Thus alone can we 
achieve speedy progress. 

So, witli these words 1 resume my seat. 

Mr. PRESIDENT, Order, order. The House stands adjourned till 
1-45 p.m. tomorrow. 


Adjournment. 

The (’ouneil then adjourned till 1-45 p.m. on Tuesday, the ]8th March 
1947. 

Members absent. 

The following members were ubsent from the meeting held on the 17tb 
March, 1947: — 

(1) Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das, 

(2) Mr. Bankim Clmndra Datta, 

(8) Khun Bahadur Shaikh Fazal Ellabi, 

. (4) Mr. Eric Dermont Doyne, 

(5) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria, 

(0) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan, 

(7) Mr. llumayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(8) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(9) Mr. Nagendra Nath Moholanabish, 

(10) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(11) Dr. Kumud Sankar Kay, and 

(12) Mr. Keajuddin Bhuiya. 
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The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
on the 18th March, 1947, at 1-45 p.m., being the 20th day of the First 
Session of 1947, pursuant to section 62(2) (a) of the Government of India 
Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy> k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTION AND ANSWER 

Cost of the Damodar and Mor Sohemea. 

71. Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Department of Irrigation and Waterways be pleased to state — 

(u) what is the estimated cost of the Damodar and Mor Schemes; 

* (b) what portion of the cost will 1m? borne by the Government of Bengal 
tor each of these schemes; 

(r) which districts or portion of the districts will be primarily benefited 
by those schemes; 

(<]) whether the Government have any such reconstructive scheme for any 
district of Eastern Bengal ; if so, what will bo the cost of the 
scheme; and 

(<) whether any committee of non-officials had been consulted in prepara- 
tion of those schemes? 

MINISTER in Charge of the DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION and 
WATERWAYS (the Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukheriea): Certain 

information lias been called for and the reply will be furnished as soon as 
it is received. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Is that a reply. Sir? That is no reply and I think 
the question should be postponed. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED? Yes, Sir, the question should be 
postponed. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: T have got the 
answer, Sir, — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then you can give it now. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Sir. with rejrar.l to 
(<7)$aml (h) regarding the estimated cost of the Damodar and Mor schemes 
it has not yet been calculated finally what would be the cost, the 
apportionment of cost has not yet been fixed regarding Mor schemes. 
(c) Practically all the districts will be benefited by these schemes. There 
are various other schemes for North and East Bengal, namely, Tisthu, 
Karnaphuli Schemes and many other schemes. These schemes have been 
drawn up by thf expert engineer*, and no non-official committee has been 
formed. 

Mr. LALU" CHANDRA DA8: There are so many schemes, so will the 
Hon'jble Minfiter please state what has been the estimated cost of the 
Gumti embankment in East Bengal? 
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TIM Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MtfKHERJEA: Gumti will cost 12 
lakhs. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will the scheme be put into effect this 
year? 

The HonWe Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: It is being experi- 
mented and if it is possible it will be put into effect this year. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: For how many years the scheming will 
go on and nothing will be done practically? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: The difficulty is 
that these embankments are private embankments and we are negotiating 
with the private persons, the landlords, for their consent and hence the delay. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: We are hearing the same story every 
year, namely corresponding with the landlords. When will the practical 
work begin? r 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: 1 do not know 
W'hat were the stories told in this House previously hut the fact remains 
that the Government took up these schemes only 3 or 4 months back and 
I hope they will he completed soon. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: What will he the cost of Cornaphuli 
scheme P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: Sir, 1 do not think 
this question does arise. This question is only about the Damodar scheme 
and Mor scheme: 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Arising out of (d ) “whether the 
Government have any such reconstructive scheme for any district of 

East Bengal; if so, what will he the cost of the scheme So I 

want to know what is the cost of ('ornaphuli scheme which will affect the 
Chittagong district? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: There are 
hundreds of schemes and if the honourable member wants details, 1 want 
notice. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Questions over. We shall now resume the Gene- 
ral Discussion of the Budget. Yes, Mr. Biren Hoy. 

General Discussion of the Budget. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, it is now practically winding up the Debate on 
behalf of the Opposition at the fag end of the discussion today and we have 
only 4o minutes left after which the Finance Minister will reply. Perhaps 
the replies are also written for him and so it will he very unreal to bring 
about many things which may not be answered at all. I sympathise with 
the lot of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister who had to place this budget, 
this big bluff on us, I presume he would not have done so intentionalli if 
he had the power to change items radically in the Budget. It*" is 
evident of course that he had tried to change some items. As regards 
Education and a part of the Medical expenditure we congratulate him for 
it but on one aspect particularly we cannot congratulate him and that 
aspect is the Stadium business. When such a big Civil Works budget bag 
been presented which, considering the position of Bengal, vis-a-vis the 
Centre, will not be possible to execute on account of paucity of materials, 
he has given a very high priority to the construction of the Sport Stadium. 
Prnctioally most of the materials, cement and iron particularly, that will 
be allotted to this province during the next financial year will be used up 
for this purpose (if he would choose to do so as he has staled in an open 
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press meeting that the Stadium will have the second priority after the 
buildings executed under the bustee schemes by the Improvement Trust 
in Calcutta). In these two projects I do not know how this bustee scheme 
will fare in view of the other preoccupations of the Calcutta Improvement 
Trust at the present moment. Regarding the building of houses by which 
I mean small buildings for the common people for whom this Government 
is so much interested and are trying to pass the Calcutta Rent Bill, I 
think no help will be given to these persons who have no homes at all. 
And not only that, those who are willing to rent out their places even at 
the standard rent or those who cannot get the tenants out (on account of 
the stringent measures of the Rent Control Order) even when th^v require 
the few more rooms occupied by the tenants for their own use, they even 
cannot get such building materials to build more accommodation. In 
spite of all this a big Civil Works budget Inis been presented to us 
amounting to several crores of rupees knowing full well that no part of 
this budget will he executed for the reasons stated by me. Win is this 
placed ? Is it because the contractors will go round them and something 
else will happen from behind? It is much better to cut out this portion 
of the budget and bring out a really practical works project which this 
Government will he able to push through during the next year. We find, 
Sir, from the details given elsewhere that practically in every branch, say, 
Irrigation, Education, Medical, Agriculture, there are provisions for 
some sort of building work and that those buildings take up most of 
the mone> and yet none of these buildings will be completed or even 
attempted to be constructed during this year and therefore no Nation 
Building activities practically will take place within the coming year. 
Therefore, Sir, I call this big Civil Works budget a big bluff. I come 
now to other items, the first item I think, Sir, should be the Police. 1 
would take up this item in this way that a very important declaration has 
been made, while we were proceeding with the discussion of this budget 
in this House and while practically all the criticisms have been offered in 
the other House, regarding a levy of taxation, a new form of taxation, 
on municipalities for the police force. Now, Sir, the Finance Minister is 
also the Minister of the Local Self-Government Department and hence 1 
don’t know whether he had also this up in his sleeves. If that is so, Sir, 
then 1 would say on behalf of the municipalities in Bengal or rather the 
municipalities which 1 represent at least (the areas around Calcutta) that 

' these municipal Councils, if they are to lie made to pay some sort of 

taxation for the police force, they should be entrusted with the appoint- 
ment of such police force under their control as is done or as is even 
prevalent in the independent countries of the world and then these muni- 
cipal bureaus or city fathers would have the sense of responsibility of 
preserving law and order and that would be done much better by them 

than is now being done by the present Government in power and the 

citizens also will take care that such a nolice force in their areas do 
actually preserve order or come to their Help in preserving law and order 
and not be despicable police force not to be found in case of riots and 
other lawless activities. Besides that I would point out in this connec- 
tion t#e appointments of non-Bengalees and that on a communal basis at 
that, to the police force of the Province. To communalise the police 
administration in a province is a very dangerous thing. I am not going 
to attack it on other points but only asking, Sir, as to why is it that in 
Bengal while the Chief Minister says in another part of the province we 
arc going to have independence soon, why should we in Bengal be allowed 
to be policed by hon-Bengalees ? Is that not a disgrace that we cannot 
police ourselves with our own people of this Province? The Finance 
Minister at a certain place or rather at a conference of municipal chairmen 
of this Province harped on the theme of better relations between the 
municipalities and other local self-governing bodies and local Government 
and in this connection he tried to be humorous. He said that it is a 
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husband-wife relation; when the husband does not want to give money 
the wife, the wife has however to put the house in order anyhow and \l 
sentiment was voiced by some other members in a particular way whi 
I shall deal with later. But in this connection I would remind t 
Hon’ble Minister that the comparison of relation between husband a 
wife may be pretty sweet, but I want to remind him that when 
considers the position of this Province in relation to the Centre he shor 
also view r it in the same light ; we want to be united or remain unit 
with the Centre. Now, Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister wants to ha 
a divorce from the Centre; though keen on such divorce, he will cry 
the same •time, even being the guilty party, to have continued alimo: 
and why should he have it? He knows he would not have it, and hen 
the budget he has presented is not only not real but our discussions t 
are unreal in this House. You, Sir, as the custodian of this House when \ 
wanted an adjournment, the other day, asked us to take this budget matt 
seriously and asked us to refrain from adjournment, so tiiat no other su 
ject should intervene but you found, Sir, though it may not perhaps 1 
due to you or to the Government that many things intervened in the cleba 
and by this time replies to some of the items criticised here have alrcac 
been offered by the Finance Minister at another place where the mem be 
can practically control him b\ refusing grants, here we cannot. B 
surely we can suggest to him things which he should remember. In th 
connection 1 may mention one thing regarding the municipalities aboi 
which a hint was thrown out b\ Mr. Morgan. It was a ven mischievm 
hint and that is regarding the loan which was or is being considered h 
the Finance Minister to stabilise the Calcutta Corporation. In anotln 
place 1 already mentioned and have tried to point out to him that tl 
municipalities of Howrah and the Corporation of Calcutta are the tw 
adopted sons of the Government of Bengal and the other local bodies 
(llon'hle Mr. Moiiammkd Ai.i : Or step-son?) Yes, that is exactly so, an 
the rest of the munieipalities do not count at all. I hope. Sir, he wi 
change his attitude. As to whether they are adopted sons or step-sons 
am not going to clarify or amplify the subject ; the Finance Ministi 
understands why 1 have stated it ; m\ purpose is to prevent the buuglin 
of the Province’s finance and this Government cannot he absolved froi 
such blame. I am not speaking of the Finance Minister’s own buuglin 
ot money but bungling of money b\ those Ministeis whom the Financ 
Minister will allow to usurp finance and bungle and lie has no hand in r 

Sir, in the matter of supersession of a. municipality only on account f 
financial consideration 1 think the Government should have a policy i 
future — l mean a standardised policy. The municipalities are bound b 
certain limitations of the Act to tax people but the expenditure side cannc 
be limited in a particular way. Today all sorts of expenditure for earn 
ing on municipal activities have gone up 8 to o hundred per cent, at leas' 
The Finance Minister is thinking of sending somebody to the ' Unite 
States of America at a cost of 8 to 10 thousands of rupees to find or 
special means of taxation. I think he should keep in view the limite 
sources on which to fall hack when dealing with the municipalities c 
the Province. But this is a very troublesome point. The municiffftlitie 
work under completely different system in the United States of Aiueric 
and in England. They have certain elastic sources of revenue whereas i: 
the Bengal Municipal or Calcutta Corporation Act in this country we hav 
not got such sources. Our only duty is to fix a rate of taxation on 5 o 
f> heads and charge the rate-payers a consolidated amount as taxes. Onl 
the rates are a bit elastic a$Sve can only change the quantum and nothin) 
else. But we cannot carry on any far-reaching changes, any work o 
improvement for which we can at least realise money and here when w 
wanted to bring up subjects for municipalisation of any essential servic 
which can bring profit to the municipalities to run. Government steps ii 
and say that they want to nationalise. Let us take the case of moto 
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transport and transport by electric traction or the electric supply. All 
these affect the ratepayers of Calcutta Corporation and suburban muni- 
cipalities most. In a resolution about three years ago I spoke on these 
in detail; I am briefly stating them now for the guidance of the future 
policy of Government. Under what circumstances these services should 
be nationalised. We do not know yet what is going to be the shape of 
our National Government in the Province. It would be better to run such 
essential services on co-operative profit share basis by means of which an 
owner or an occupier of a building or land, residing in a particular area 
or in the neighbourhood should be allowed to invest in a limited number 
of shares, say o, 0 or 10, as was the case when the floating of the Reserve 
Bank took place, and by this manner the Electric Supply and the Trans- 
port Companies should be taken over. Thereby each person who is a 
consumer of electricity or those who use this transport will be benefited 
by any profit that may accrue to such services. That will also practically 
put a check in the matter of stoppages or strikes in any such concerns, 
because it will affect the pockets of each and every individual who is 
interested in the running of such transport or services. But as soon as 
you nationalise these things, it mean pakistanisation and it would imme- 
diately bring in all sorts of questions of party politics, jobbery and 
corruption in such services. We have already found out that the tele- 
phone corporation as soon as it was transferred from private company 
control to the Government we are deprived that efficient service which we 
were so long getting when it was managed by a private limited company. 
It has already become a scandalous affair. (The Hon hie Mr. MoHAMMKi) 
Am: That is not Pakistanising . ) Yes, that may be and therefore you 
are already going in for Pakistanising the Broadcasting, don’t you 
remember 'i 

Now, coming to another subject which is also directly under the 
Finance Minister, namely. Public Health. Hereunder Medical Relief, 
find that most of the items of medical relief are about the erection of 
buildings and buildings. That means nothing will be done in the way of 
practical relief to the people. But in spite of our requests for the last few 
\ears and in spite of the requests even from the women members of this 
House nothing has been done uptil now or no provision lias been made 
lor providing training to more Indian women as nurses or lady health 
visitors. That means that you have completely neglected the women and 
children of Bengal. You have not tried even to open up a single maternity 
centre or children’s clinic at Government cost. Even where these have 
been opened, the Government have not set come forwurd with suitable 
contribution so that these may be improved. I wish, Sir, that tin* 
Finance Minister should su\ that instead of building this stadium, all these 
bricks, cement, etc., should go to each of the subdivisions in Bengal or 
at least to the 2f> districts so that maternity homes and child welfare 
centres may be immediately built with these materials and suitable 
contributions made towards their efficient* running. As regards the sending 
of experts to other foreign countries, which is one of their schemes, I 
viould advise the Finance Minister to send a group of persons, young 
people, to study the modern methods of housing and rehabilitation after 
thi& war in order to improve the slums. These things you should do. 

) °u should also send persons to study modern methods of education, that 
is primary education. I think many who have been sent already have 
their set ideas and when they return they are appointed as professors, 
lou should send people from non-official sources who could give you the 
schemes by studying these things at first hand. You would be able to 
give effect to those ideas which would be of immediate necessity 
to this Province. 

Now, about the “Dove” incident. I referred last time in this House 
to this D. H. Dove aeroplane for which you set apart Rs. 2 lakhs for its 
delivery to Bengal Government and when I pointed out to the Hon’ble the 
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Chief Minister that the Dove cannot be delivered even within a year, 1 
said that it was on the way. Now, instead of that Dove you are bein 
flown by other kites. Why don’t you cancel this Dove and give tl 
Flying Club, the only institution in Bengal which is carrying on th 
training of pilots in this Province at least for the next few years, annual! 
Rh. 50,000 which is £ of which you wanted to spend for one “Dove”. 

I now come to the other aspect of the budget, that is the Industrie* 
Sir, fishing through the whole budget I have come to an aspect that of th 
provision of one lakh of rupees set apart for fish processing. I could nc 
understand what is meant by this, (and that is the only industry) th: 
fishing business, that has been provided for in this budget and knowin 
how efficient this Government is, I mean how economically they run the 
own business, their boat-building business and also the Civil Supplic 
Department, I think this will be a sheer waste of money and the soone 
they leave this fishing business out the better. Last time 1 suggeste 
some other new sources of taxation, one was taxing the races. In Bonr 
bay it has been done. I do not know why the Finance Minister here i 
so eager to exempt these races from the purview of taxation when he need 
so much money. He can easily get 25 to oil lakhs of rupees every yea 
by the imposition of a fee on these races. (The Hon’ble Khan Buhadu 
Mohammed Am: Sir, is it any good wasting the time of the House wit 
such irresponsible speech when the honourable member does not know win 
the budget estimates are? He does not seem to know what we are gettin 
from these races.) I am coming to that. I know there is the Gamblin 
Act under which racing is taxed, but there is no such ad hoc licence f< 
levied on the Turf Olub here to carry on racing as is payable and is pai 
by the Western India Turf Club in Bombay, some 25 lakhs. Taxing o 
gambling is one source of revenue. But why don't you levy a licence f( 
as is done in Bombay? That will get you another 25 to 50 lakhs. Perhaj 
the Finance Minister never read through the newspapers. (The Hon’b 
Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali : We are getting more than Bombay does 
He is speaking of only gambling tax. We want more, 25 to 00 lakhs i 
the *hupe of licence tee, you will get this extra. Why don’t yr 
do that? What stops you from trying it? (The Hon’ble M 
Mohammed Am: What about Grey Hound Racing?) Yes, that is not rn 
now and as soon as it is run I shall ask you to tax it. 

I think. Sir, generally 1 have done practically the items which I wante 
to speak on and l do not want to go into the details of the statistics wliic 
have been very well brought out by Mr. Badrudduja in his yesterday 
speech and 1 think we cannot surpass him in that respect. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. President, Sir, I a: 
grateful to the members who participated in the budget debate for tl 
many valuable and constructive suggestion* they have given. I mu 
coufess at the outset that the debate in this House was of a very high ord< 
and that the members participated in a very good and constructive spiri 
I wish I could say the same of the debate that took place elsewhere, 
was particularly impressed by the speech of Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutt 
His approach to our problems in this province was very realistic and vet 
rational. I shall deal with the points that he raised in his speech when 
come to it. 1 propose to take up all the points that were raised by tl 
various members who participated in the debate in the order in which the 
made their speeches. Sir, before I do that, 1 have got to make oi 
observation regarding the very uncharitable remark of my friei 
Mr. Biren Roy. He said it was no use his participating in the debate 
this late stage because mv reply was already prepared and that I wou 
not be able to adjust myself. He is wrong. This is not the first time th 
1 have risen to reply to the debate. Last year when I presented the bud^ 
estimates for the year 1946-47 I replied to the debate on two successr 
days and if my friend Mr. Biren Roy’s memory does not fail liim, I a 
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sure he will realise that I did not give a written reply to the debate. I 
have witjb me of course some sheets of paper in which I have got points 
noted down by me of the issues that were raised by members and if Mr. 
Binen Roy’s eyesight is good, and I hope it is good because he is an 
aviator, tnen he will see that the right hand column is blank. I have only 
noted down the points to be replied to from my own memory; of course 
wher I shall have to deal with statistics I shall take recourse to figures 
which I have prepared but I have no set notes prepared either by myself 
or by the department. With these words I shall first of all deal with the 
points raised by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. He says that lakhs and lakhs of 
rupees expenditure are being incurred under communal education, and he has 
also protested against the provision for the expansion and development of the 
lslamia College, and he calls that provision as communal provision. I am 
afraid that these points were raised in another place and I had to deal with 
them elsewhere but as those same points have also been raised here I will 
have to go over the same ground here too, but nevertheless I want to tell 
honourable members that Muslims are educationally backward though 
they form the major proportion of the population of the Province. A 
sound educational policy should reflect the actual proportion of the 
Province's population in the schools and colleges in the Province. It 
means that in a Province where Musalmans form f>(> per cent, of the popu- 
lation the number of students in the schools and colleges should also be 
5(» per cent., but what is the actual position? In the schools and colleges 
we have barely 2o per cent, of Muslim students, and what is the reason? 
The reason is that Muslims are not in a position to spend money for the 
education of their ehidren; they are economically backward and therefore 
as a natural corollary to this they are educationally backward. It is the 
duty ot the State to make facilities available to the backward people so that 
the amenities provided by the State are available to all according to their 
own legitimate rights. That should be the policy which any Government 
should adopt. But unfortunately Muslims are backward, for reasons 
which are obviously known to honourable members and l do not want to 
cast aspersion on members either here or elsewhere. But I would like to 
trace the cause of this backwardness and it is this: the Mussulmans, a 
couple of hundred years ago, or even not as far back as that, were the 
ruling nation in the country; they were the rulers and for reasons which 
are historical facts their rule over the country suddenly was transferred to 
British hands. So practically the Muslims from a ruling nation were 
converted into a subject nation. It was a great change for them and they 
therefore could not adjust themselves to that change. There was a great 
deal of mental setback, setback in social position, setback in the economic 
position ami setback so far as their mental equilibrium also was concerned, 
and they naturally resented flu* intruders, tin- conquerors and the rulers. 
They could not come forward to the ruling race for any kind of patronage 
or for loaves and fishes of office. That is why they began to fall back 
but it was not the same so fur as t lit* great Hindu community was con- 
cerned. I am not speaking in any sense casting any aspersion on that 
great community. With due and great respect to that community, I 
want to say that at that time they were a subject nation and they remained 
a subject nation. So far as they were concerned it was only a question 
of a change of masters; they were not so much mentally unset and they 
took the fullest possible advantage by co-operating with file conquerors 
and that is why they progressed ahead and the Muslims fell back. This 
i* the reason why the Muslims are today very backward in this Province 
and that is the chief reason why Government should provide adequate 
facilities so that 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: What about Science College? 

Th* Hon , bl® Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I will deal with all the points 
*1 Mr. Mazumdar holds hiniseH in patience. The sound policy of the 
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Government is to see tliat equal facilities are available to everybody 
But. Sir, whereas in this Province the Muslims should have 56 per cent, 
of the seats in the educational institutions actually they have only 25 pel 
cent, seats and that is why Government is only doing bare justice to the 
Muslims by making a special allotment of 10 lakhs of rupees for the 
creation of a Muslim Education Fund. I hope the honourable members 
will realise this position and will npt grudge this small amount — rightfully 
it should have been more — for giving educational facilities to the commu- 
nity which is backward. Then, again I may remind the honourable 
members that this allotment has been made by Government on the 
strength of a Resolution adopted by this very House. This Resolution 
was brought by Mr. Nur Ahmed and it was accepted by this House some 
time ago. It urged that a special fund be created for Muslim educatioi 
and if Government implements that resolution of this House it does nol 
lie in the mouth of any honourable member of this House to question 
that grant. Mr. Majumdar spoke of the provision made foi 
the expansion of the University College of Science. I feel that there is 
really a necessity for scientific research and investigation. But what good 
will scientific research do if there is so much mass illiteracy? The problem 
before the Province is mass illiteracy and we must try our very best to 
raise the standard of education of the people to provide literacy for 
every man and woman who inhabit this Province and before that is done 
the question of higher education does not arise. Primary education must 
have priority over higher education. First we shall try our best to make 
primary education available to all, then the question of higher education 
will come. I hope honourable members realise that primary education is 
essentially necessary for the growth and development of the Province and 
the question of secondary and higher education will come later. Of course, 
Sir, 1 am in sympathy with Mr. Mazumdar about scientific education. It 
is true that scientific education is also very necessary and that is why 
provision is being made by Government for the same. But what I want 
to tell him is that we must not ignore primary education and we must give 
it top priority. But before the question of allotment for primary educa- 
tion, we cannot think of spending huge sums of money for scientific oi 
technical education. At the same time we agree tliut these heads should 
not be starved. 

Sir, I now come to the boat construction policy. With regard to boat 
construction policy, Mr. Majumdar said that it is a scandal. Sir, I agree 
that this was a very scandalous thing and I am not holding any brief foi 
the Government who executed that policy. Government was stampeded intc 
that policy, they were driven into that policy, because perhaps Mr. Majum- 
dar will remember that during 1941-42 the Government adopted a denial 
policy and requisitioned no less than 30,000 boats out of fear and panic 
that this Province would be overrun by the Japanese and that is why by 
requisitioning 30,000 boats the entire economy of the Province in the rura' 
areas was disrupted, transport was * disrupted and the economy w r as dis- 
rupted because there were a large number of fishermen who used to make 
their living out of the.se boats. The then Government not only spent ovei 
a crore of rupees in giving effect to the scheme of denial but they alsc 
destroyed most of these boats and they were sold as fuel. 

So, when things improved Government felt the necessity of boats nol 
only for the transport of foodgrains but for giving to people from whom the 
boat which was their only means of livelihood, had been requisitioned. 
(Mr. Biren Roy: Why do»’t you want His Majesty’s Government 
to pay for the boats?) This policy was adopted by a Government of which 
Mr. Haridas Maiumaar was one of the main props and support and there- 
fore I ask Mr. Majumdar whether it now lies in his mouth to say that. 
(Mr. Haridas Mazumdar: The next corrupt Government took advantage 
of that.) Now, Sir, this was the direct outcome of a policy adopted by a 
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Government and of a party to which Mr. Majumdar belongs. Mr, Majum- 
dar has talked of Coalition Government and said that it was the need of 
the day. Now, Sir, this is a question of high policy and it is a subject 
on which I am not competent to speak but honourable members of this 
House know that the Chief Minister has given his ideas on the subject and 
certainly nobody can gainsay the fact that everybody will welcome a 
Coalition Government which should be formed on common terms without 
sacrificing the aims and objects of any political party of this country. 
But I want to say this that the members of the opposite side should not 
deal with the question of Bengal separately. Because you cannot blow hot 
and cold in the same breath. You cannot say that you want a united 
India and a divided Bengal. Now, Sir, the demand for the partition- of 
Bengal has been put forward seriously. Everybody knows that in the 
year 1905-6 partition was an accomplished fact. (Mr. Biren Roy: I 
was not born then.) Well, it does not matter whether Mr. Roy was born 
then or not. As he says he might have been in an embryonic stage. I too 
waa not born then. However, the fact remains that there was vehement 
agitation against the partition and the partition was almost an absolutely 
accomplished fact. Therefore this demand that comes forward now means 
that there is a volte fare somewhere. I will not enter into the contro- 
versy. Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta has given a true perspective of this 
demand. He stated that this was a policy of despair. (Mr. Lamt 
Chandra Das: Why this despair? Deal with eommunalism and you 
understand it.) He said that they did not want actual partition but it 
was a policy of despair. I shall deal with it afterwards. I will come to 
that subject later. So I leave it as it is for the present. 

Then I come to Mr. Sanyal. He said that an Islamic Budget was 
presented when communal harmony was essential. I agree with him so far 
as the question of the essentiality of communal harmony is concerned. 
There is no doubt that we and that everybody want peace, tranquillity and 
communal harmony in the Province, because unless the Muslims and the 
Hindus in this Province live as brothers, unless they co-operate with one 
another, the prospects will be really dark and we cannot progress unless 
ve live in amity and we work with one another for the common objective, 
namely, the amelioration of the condition of the people and the raising of 
the standard of the people living in this Province and the betterment of 
the Province as a whole. That is true. I would say that the Hindus and the 
Muslims are practically the two main wheels of the chariot of Bengal and 
if the chariot is to progress the two wheels must not only revolve in unison 
but they must also revolve in harmony. Unless that is so one will be a 
sort of a drag on the other. Neither the Muslims can progress nor the 
Hindus can achieve progress if there is no mutual trust, goodwill and 
co-operation. I would also say that, though we are in a majority in this 
Province, we cannot do so, as Mr. Kamini Kumar Ihitta has very, correctly 
put it, and we have no intention to dominate over the minorities. He has 
extended his hand of co-operation amf we will grasp that hand of co- 
operation. We will not only grasp the hand of co-operation but we will 
beseech him for that co-operation. We have no intention to dominate 
over anybody. We only want that the goodwill of all people should be with 
us and we only want to improve the lot of the people and thereby we should 
improve and better the condition of this Province. That is our objective, 
Sl 'r. (Mr. Lalit Chandra Das: You have not replied to my point* Will 
you then yield to and admit that Joint Electorate is a necessity and must 
be conceded ?) That is a very minor point. (Mr. Lalit Chandra Das: 
Ihat is the point; that is the whole thing.) That question will come up 
^hen the future constitutional machinery is being evolved later. 1 am not 
C L m ?j tellt to ( ^ scl,ss the future contitutional setup nor to speak on what 
should be the method for the various kinds of electorates. That is a matter 
^hich can be settled later if there is goodwill of the people and if the leader'# 
sit round the table. Mr. Sanya^said that there was very little sprinkling 
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of funds to the Scheduled Castes for their education. We have granted 
this year an additional sum of 5 lakhs for the Scheduled Castes Fund. It 
was pointed out that the Scheduled Castes being more backward than the 
Muslims deserve greater support than the Muslims. I want to point out 
to this House that by making a provision of 10 lakhs for the Scheduled 
Castes which is equal to the provision made for the Muslims we have 
given them four times weightage, ^because if the honouarble members will 
look at their population in this Province it will show that the Scheduled 
Castes form }th of the population of Muslims. They are, to be exact, 24-2 
per cent, of the Muslim population in this Province. Therefore by 
providing 10 lakhs for the Scheduled Castes we are actually providing four 
times the amount of that allotted per capita to the Muslims. The per 
capita allotment to them is four times that of the Muslims. <Mr. Biren 
Roy: You speak of the n lakhs which was not spent in the year.) This 
whole amount is available for the Scheduled Castes education in the year 
194748, namely, 10 lakhs of rupees. (Mr. Biren Roy. Including n lakhs 
which was not spent.) No question of that. Five lakhs recurring and 
five lakhs non-recurring. Perhaps Mr. Biren Roy has been more busy in 
other matters than in the examination of the Budget Estimates. 
Mr. Sanyal has referred to the Brooklyn Ice Plant and he has made some 
adverse criticism but he does not realise that this ice plant has been taken 
over from the Disposals. It was an American plant and has been taken 
over for the purpose of helping the importing of fish into Calcutta. 
Because of the scarcity of ice the fish trade cannot thrive. Fish cannot 
be brought into Calcutta. This plant for the manufacture of ice will go 
a long way towards solving the acute shortage of ice for the purpose of 
keeping the fish in good condition for the consumers in Calcutta and else- 
where. So this provision is really productive scheme because it will not 
mean any loss to Government. It is a self-financing scheme and at the 
same time it supplies sufficient materials for the fishing trade. Govern- 
ment is not mercenary and has to look to the interests of the people. 

Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Chowdhuri has given us his good wishes and 
he hopes success will attend on our endeavours in our financial resettle- 
ment with the Government of India. I thank him for giving us his good 
wishes and I think that he realises the position that a great injustice has 
been done to Bengal under Niemeyer Award and the financial settlement 
with Bengal continues to be exploited by the centre. (Interruption) I 
know that great constitutional changes are impending and I know that 
Bengal s finances will he solved, l mean the difficulties regarding the 
financial stringency of Bengal will be solved, once Bengal is allowed to 
get all the revenues to which she is entitled. She will then be the richest 
Province in the country; she will have the largest revenue of over one 
hundred erores, more than most of the other provinces will be able to boast 
of. I maintain that Bengal is rich in mineral resources, rich in all kinds 
of possible ways, it has got two ports and the Province is the most fertile 
in the country and therefore Bengal will he the richest and most progres- 
sive country not only in India but in the East if once Bengal is able to 
break away from her shackles not only from England but also from the 
Centre. Mr. Roy Chowdhury has referred to the vital statistics for the 
year 194(1 hut I want to point out to him and to some members who have 
made criticisms regarding them and I want to say that when I said that 
the year 194(1 was the healthiest year in Bengal I meant that the vital 
statistics show the death-rate under malaria and cholera and other diseases 
was the lowest in the Proving. Not only on the basis of per milh figure 
but on the basis of total population also, because I have checked the figures 
and found that even after the unfortunate deaths of so many persons 
during the 1949 famine, the population of 194(1 was not less than that of 
the year 1943, because the loss due to famine was counterbalanced by an 
inoreuse in the birth rate, and the population was almost the same in 1946 
as it was in 1^43. Therefore when I quoted the figures I was not only 
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presenting an over-all picture but I was also presenting the ratio figures 
that is, per miUe , and I will give the House some figures in this connection. 
We have got the recorded statistics since the year 1920 and I cannot go 
beyond that because there is no record prior to that date. I may say that 
in the year 1920 the ratio of per mille census of population that is the total 
number of deaths was 32*7 and 301. It came down in the year 1946 to 18, 
the lowest and the ratio per mille of population so far as malaria is 
concerned was 5*5 in 1946; from 15-8 it lias come down to 5*5. Now, so 
far as cholera is concerned, from 1-2 the highest was 3-6 in 1943 and from 
3-6 the lowest recorded in 1946 is -5 only. 

Now, Sir, so far as smallpox is concerned the highest was 2-3 in the 
year 1944. In the year 1944 the ratio per mille of census of population 
was 2*3 and last year it was only -1. Not only that the general death rate 
was low in the year 1946 on the basis of not only overall census of popula- 
tion but also on the basis of per mille of population. So the honourable 
members will realise that Bengal had the healthiest year in 1946. By that 
I do not mean to say that the honourable members should run away with 
the idea that it is enough and more improvement is not necessary. Far 
from it, the position is still very had and people are still dying of cholera, 
smallpox and other preventive diseases. There is no reason why this 
should not he prevented. Every ounce of our energy should be directed 
towards the eradication of these preventive diseases. I do not think that 
we .should stop here thinking that we have done enough and now we can 
rest. Thai should not he our policy. Even this 1 per mille of persons 
that die of smallpox is itself very unfortunate. Smallpox has been eradi- 
cated from all other countries why then should it not he eradicated from 
our Province and we shall take all sorts of measures until if is put down 
to the zero point. So far as the Public Health grants are concerned 
honourable members will see that in the budget estimate wo have provided 
for one iakh of rupees for Public Health campaign. We have done so 
he cause it is proposed to carry on a tearing and raging campaign through- 
out t he length and breadth of this Province for educating people on public 
health, for educating flu* people to take vaccination and cholera inoculation 
and to educate the people to live a more hygienic life. These things are 
necessary. Unfortunately our people do not know mans of the important 
conditions of good living and sanitary and hygienic living. So it is the 
dut\ of the Government to educate them in these matters and for that 
purpose in this year s budget we huve made a provision for public health 
campaign which we should carry on throughout the length and breadth of 
the Province. But I think. Sir, that the grant of one lakh of rupees is 
inadequate and that it may he necessary for us to come up again for the 
augmentation of this provision. For the present we have made a sort of 
oil hoe allotment and I think no member of this House will grudge the 
expenditure made for educating the people in hygienic methods of living 
and of preventing diseases. 

Sir, I have disposed of the question of one lakh which has been raised 
by Mr. Birendra Ivumar Roy (oowdhury. He said that every good man 
should have his due. I entirely agiee and from the trend of my reply it 
is apparent that we also want that every man, woman and child should 
have his or her due — that he should huve a decent living and he a free 
citizen. 

Now, I come to Mr. Nur Ahmed. He lias raised certain constitutional 
points. He has said that this House has very little power with regard to 
financial matters. I do not want to enter into that controversy. I know 
how jealous this House has been over that position. I am lien* l>\ mere 
sufferenee and so it is not proper for me to enter into a cnnstitutinoal 
controversy over which this House has been agitating for some time past. 
Mr. Nur Ahmed was perfectly right when he said that the budget could 
have been balanced if grants yrnder nation-building department could be 
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minimised. Now, Sir, it is very easy to balance a budget. If Government 
can ruthlessly cut down expenditure under the nation-building department® 
it can always balance a Budget. Mr. Biren Roy says why we do not cut 
down the Civil Supplies Department. I claim to know Mr. Biren Roy 
very well and I cannot imagine how he could of all persons say like that. 
Now, Sir, this department is there to meet an emergency— -to supply food 
to the people. Of course, if we can cut down the expenditure under the 
Civil Supplies Department, we can thereby meet our deficit. Mr Hamidul 
Huq Chowdhury asked why we incurred so much loss in the transaction 
of foodstuffs. He has made some allegations and he is not present in the 
House. He said that he could not understand why this department could 
not be run on a commercial basis. I do not know what to say if a 
responsible member like him says this. I admit that if we run this 
department on a commercial basis there would be no loss. But, Sir, 
Government is not mercenary. The duty of the Government is to see that 
foodgrains are available at a cost which is within the means of the poor. 
Mr. Morgan also wanted to know why this loss on account of subsidized 
foodgrains. I may explain this fully. Government procure rice at 
Rs. 11-4 per maund and this rice is available to the consumers in Calcutta 
and elsewhere in the rationed ureas at Rs. 1C a maund. It seems to the 
uninitiated from this that there is sufficient margin and therefore there 
should be no reason for the loss. Now, this is the naked price at which 
Government buy from the rural people. The following are the charges 


that the Government has to incur: — 





Rs. 

a. 

P- 

Grain 

11 

4 

8 

Gunny 

0 

G 

0 

Purchasing agent’s commission 

0 

3 

0 

Handling commission 

0 

3 

0 

Transit including freight 

0 

12 

0 

Storing charge 

0 

8 

0 

Storage loss ut o per cent. 

0 

10 

8 

Total 

13 

lo 

4 

This is the average cost to Government. 

At this rate Government sell to 


the wholesalers. Government do not sell direct to the consumers. There 
aie private grain shops in Calcutta — (Mr. Biren Roy : Will the Hnu'ble 
Minister please state how in normal time when rice used to be sold at 
Rs. 4 or Rs. 5 per maund in the interior villages, the grocer could sell the 
same at a profit of only 8 annas per maund and still thrive on ith 1 do 
not know what they were doing unless I have full facts on this from 
Mr. Biren Roy. (Mr. Biren Roy: This fact is known to everbody — not 
to Biren Roy alone; every businessman knows it.) 1 do not know if 
Mr. Biren Roy bad any interest in rice dealings but I must plead my 
ignorance. I had no experience in dealing in rice, but 1 have produced 
rice. 1 cannot say that 1 know nothing about rice; I am a grower and not 
a dealer in rice and 1 do not know about its transactions. So I say that 
this is the average cost to Government and Government sells it to whole- 
salers at less than the cost which Government have to incur and there- 
fore you have raised the question of subsidy and in this cost to Government 
we do not take into account the establishment charges. Now if Govern- 
ment wanted to make the department a self-supporting one. Government 
would not only have to sell it at over the cost at which it is procured but 
Government will also have to debit to the cost of procurement the estab- 
lishment charge of the whole department and directorates and if this were 
done rice will have to be sold at a much higher rate. Probably you know 
that rice is being sold at the level of Rs, 20 in several districts even now. 
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And bow what happens? People are getting rice in rationed areas and in 
modified rationed areas at a price less than the cost price to the Govern* 
men! and less than that prevalent in the mofusil. (Mr. Bfren Rot: 
That is true.) So the question of subsidy is always there and that is whj 
Government incurs loss on foodgrain transactions. Mr. Nur Ahmed 
commented that Primary Education is proposed to be introduced in only 
six districts of the Province and not in all the districts. That is true. 
The cost of introducing free and compulsory primary education in the 
entire province is colossal and Government have not sufficient funds to 
introduce it all at once throughout the whole Province. So it is to be 
introduced in some selected districts and graduaally the process of 
introduction will continue in other districts. So this cannot be introduced 
all at once everywhere. Mr. Nur Ahmed will realize the stupendous nature 
of this task and he cannot expect Government to introduce free and com- 
pulsory primary education in all the districts of the province in one year. 
(Mr. Bijoy Sinc.h Nahar : What about the Education cess that you are 
realising?) That money is being realised by the District School Boards 
and that money is not sufficient. If the honourable member is aware of 
the working and administration of District School Boards he will realise 
that this education cess realised by the District School Boards is not at 
all sufficient to meet even now tlie cost of primary education, apart from 
the question of it being free and compulsory. If Government are to make 
priman education compulsory then .sufficient institutions must lm provided 
so that all the children of school-going age could be accommodated in 
these primary schools. It means setting up of a very great number of 
primary schools all over the district, where it is introduced. But even 
now the School Boards are not able to meet their establishment expenses, 
even for the lesser number of primary schools, from out of the funds which 
they get from the education cess and Government have to considerably 
augment the resources of the District School Boards and 1 am sure that 
Mr. Nahar — probably he does not know anything about, the working of 
the School Boards — if he tries to find out the position he will he satisfied 
that Government have been making large subventions to the District 
School Boards to carry on the administration of primary education in the 
district. Blit as soon as the question of compulsory primary education 
comes in a large number of schools will have to he established throughout 
the whole district so that an adequate number of institutions will be ready 
tn accommodate the increased number of pupils. (Mr. Biren Roy: 
What are the districts selected?) 1 am afraid I cannot say it correctly 
and I do not think that the districts have been finally selected but as far 
as I know the principle is that there should he one district selected from 
each Division of this Province. Perhaps the criterion will he the district 
in which the education cess was introduced the earliest. 1 think that 
that is the principle; one district in each Division and that district where 
the cess was introduced the earliest. That is, the district where the School 
Board was set up the earliest will be taken into the scheme. I am sure 
the House will realise the reasonableness of the policy, namely, first come, 
first served. 

Then, again, Mr. Nur Ahmed raised the question of prohibition. It 
is a ticklish question and a question which bristles with great difficulties. 

I am sure the House realises that there is a great feeling in favour 
of the introduction of prohibition even though t he evil of drink is not so 
very great in this Province as in many other Provinces. Here so far as 
the actual Bengalees are concerned, they are not suffering from the drink 
habit so much; the evil is not so great so far as they are concerned. It 
is the foreign element in the population who take recourse to drinking 
and therefore though we agTee that prohibition should be introduced we 
should consider the question of the evil which is prevalent in the indus- 
trial areas and introduce prohibition gradually and not all at once, and 
even we should very carefully watch its effect aud repercussions. 
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Members of this House know that prohibition was introduced in America 
a long time ago and after introduction other evils unfortunately cropped 
up, namely, bootlegging, traffic in illicit liquor and there was also 
gangsterism, and other evils, so much so that they became such a nuisance 
that the Government of the United States had to resile from the position 
they had taken up and made the country wet again and America was no 
longer dry. Pussyfoot Johnson hqd agitated and spread such revolu- 
tionery ideas but they did not work’ when put into practice. Similarly, 
Afganistan became dry and paid the penalty. King Amanullah had gone 
abroad and came back to his country with a chockfull of ideas and he 
wanted to change the face of the country in one day by prohibiting drink 
and he had to pay the extreme penalty and lost his throne. There- 
fore what I say is this: no radical change should be effected unless the 
effects are carefully examined; the change must be gradual because as soon 
as prohibition is introduced many kinds of evil will come in all at once. 
People similarly say that racing should be abolished. As I said sometime 
ago in connection with the introduction of a proposal for increasing the 
tax on betting and amusements, the gambling instinct is inherent in 
human beings and if it is tried to be thwarted it will come out in a 
different form or shape. I do not want to bore the House with the doctrine 
of Freud blit people who know human psychology will realise that if there 
is any kind of repression its reactions and repercussions exhibit themselves 
in an ugly fashion in human beings. So the effects of prohibition may 
be worse than the actual habit itself. Therefore this question of after- 
effects must be tackled very carefully and prohibition can only be intro- 
duced very gradually. AVe do not want to have a radical change. I agree 
that we should make an experiment with it and we have therefore done so. 
AVe have made an experiment in Bakurgunj district — it was tried this year, 
as honourable members may know. Noakhali was also tried last year; it 
was tried once before but during the war prohibition was suspended but 
since we assumed office last year we made tin* district of Noakhali and 
certain areas contiguous to the district — I mean the district of Tippera 
or perhaps I am not probably very sure, — went dry. This year we have 
made the district of Bukarganj dry and have been watching the results, 
and if it succeeds we shall extend prohibition to other areas of the Province. 

Sir, Mr. Nur Ahmed also raised the question of conversion of the 
medical schools in the province to colleges. 1 agree with him that we should 
improve the standard of the medical education. But I want to draw* the 
attention of Mr. Nur Ahmed to one important point and that is that there 
are two different schools of thought with regard to this — one school of 
thought thinks that the standard of the medical education should be 
raised and I may say that I)r. Iv. S. Hoy said some time ago in this House 
that we are having two kinds of doctors one for the rural areas and the 
other for urban areas. He enquired whether it was contemplated that for 
urban areas there would be better class of doctors and for rural areas there 
would be cheaper doctors — is the life of villagers cheaper than the life of 
men of the townP That question was raised by Dr. Roy last year and I 
dealt with it. I replied that that was not so. Certainly Government 
consider the life of every individual as sacred and the same. There is no 
difference. I have also said many times on the floor of this House and 
other House that this Government have a definitely rural bias. This 
Government feel that the same amenities should be provided both for 
rural and urban areas and towns. But sufficient justice has not been done 
to tbe rural areas and it is high time that Government should now direct 
its attention from urban to rural areas. Now, Sir, as to the question of 
upgrading the standard of medical education, as I have said, there are 
two schools of thought— one is that the standard of medical education 
should be raised and there should not be licentiates as at present who are 
• not fully qualified, only half qualified, and therefore they are dangerous to 
society ana human beings because little knowledge is dangerous, they have 
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not suffl|iint training and experience and they cannot deal with diseases. 
The secfl&tl sfchool of thought is that it is desirable to have better qualified 
doctors.* But this country is poor and the people living in the village are 
half-fed and half-clothed and open to death from starvation and from other 
diseases. So at the same time whatever rudimentary medical relief is 
possible should be given to them. Then most of the people in the raofussil 
cannot afford a longer education for being qualified as doctors. They 
cannot afford it. So there should be some medical schools in the mofussil 
which should be within the reach of the poor and the education should be 
cheap so that we may have a greater outturn of doctors. Now, Sir, thus 
the issues will be two, namely, whether quality should have the paramount 
consideration or the quantity should have the paramount consideration, 
because the members will realise that if you want to raise the quality the 

quantity will naturally go down. This was repeated in the fihore 

Cimn it tee’s recommendations, namely, that the country need a very large 
number of doctors to cope with the health problem of the rural area and 
our outturn will he slowed down and retarded if we go for higher education 
suddenly, to get the optimum number of doctors. Therefore Government feel 
that they should choose a via media course between the two. So 
Government are going forward with their schemes of medical schools and 
colleges gradually and propose to keep some medical schools for some time. 
Lust year the Medical School of Dacca was converted into a college and 
we are going to have this year two extra medical colleges in Bengal. 
Then we will have t he Campbell Medical School converted into a college. 
It was due to he done this year hut we are not doing so. Jt will be 

converted into a college next year or the year after. 

The question of the Chittagong Medical School and other medical 
schools will come in due course and 1 assure the House that Government 
is contemplating to convert these schools into colleges. We feel that there 
should he sufficient number of doctors and licentiates in the province with 
proper qualifications. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed complained that most of the schemes were prepared 
during the 93-regime and wanted to know whether those schemes have 
been scrutinised or not. 1 can give this assurance that all these schemes 
have lH»en very carefully scrutinised by the present Ministry and schemes 
which had to he modified have been modified and schemes which had to lie 
altered have been altered and some schemes huve been rejected us they 
were considered to lie useless. Therefore In* may remain content that this 
Ministry has not adopted schemes without scrutiny and examination. 

Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Roy said that the llon’ble Finance Minister 
had appeared in the role of a beggar. I do not want to dispute that 
statement. The Finance Minister has always to he a beggar as he has to 
depend for the revenues on the people of this Province. So far as this 
(juestion is concerned, I fully agree. But when he says that 1 beg from 
the India Government, I join issue with him, I differ. I am uot in the 

role of a beggar before the Government of India. Because we feel — 

(Mr. Amulyadhone Roy: We have a right.) Yes, we have a right 

to get it from the Government of India. They take large amount of taxes 

from this Province. Great injustice has been done to this Province in the 
allocation of finances by Sir Otto Niemeyer. We want a readjustment of 
those revenues. Sir, Bengal pays 07$ crores to the Centre as import duties 
from the Chittagong and Calcutta Ports, 2J crores for jute duty of which 

°nly 1 crore it gets from the Centre. Last year it got 1 crore and this 

year the duty has been enhanced and therefore the Centre will get more 

from Bengal. I shall give you the figures Well, I cannot find them 

just now. However, I speak from memory. I think Centre realised 17 

crores as income-tax last year from Bengal. Now, if Mr. Biren Itoy 

totals these figures he will find that they will amount to 100 crores. 1 
have left out revenues from the railways and post and telegraphs, stamps. 
So, as I was saying we are not actually beggars before the Government of 
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* India. We are demanding our legitimate rights. I think the Raj Baha- 
dur will correct himself. If he again says that we are beggats before thd 
Government of India, I lodge my vehement protest against that remhrk. 

As regards Mr. Mobarak Ali’s complaint that this budget has done 
little to alleviate the distress of the cultivators I may say that we have a 
rural bias and if he would examine the budget estimates and scrutinise 
them he would find that much has been done to improve the condition of 
the people of this Province. We have several large irrigation projects, 
viz., Damodar project, the Mor project, Teesta Valley scheme, other irri- 
gation schemes and other schemes for re-excavation of derelict tanks, 
khals, etc. We have also got schemes for improving the seeds of the 
agriculturists, namely, the seed multiplication farms and various other 
schemes enumerated in the budget estimates. All thdse have been drawn 
up and are calculated to do good to the people living in the rural areas. 

Sir, now I come to Mr. Karnini Kumar Dutta’s remarks. As I said 

before, his approach to the problem was very realistic and very rational 

and I hope that the spirit in which he ottered his criticism was very 
laudable. I very much appreciate it and I am grateful to him for the very 
many noble sentiments that he expressed. I think if there were more 
leaders like him and if the view that he has taken is shared by other 

leaders of his party Bengal’s trouble will be over. 1 say this in ail 

sincerity that Bengal's trouble will be over if the views and sentiments 
expressed by Mr. Karnini Kumar Duttu are shared by other leaders of his 
party. He said that the Hindus and the Muslims, if they work in unison 
and co-operate with each other, we can do the greatest possible good to the 
Province. That is true. I have already stated previously what 1 felt 
about the position, namely, tlfat Bengal cannot progress unless there is 
mutual trust and goodwill between the two major communities. 
(Mr. Biren lloy: Did any member on this side sa\ that the Hindus and 
the Muslims should fight with each other? Why do you harp on the same 
point so much?) There have been members who have been saying many 
kinds of things which are not calculated to the promotion of communal 
harmony and goodwill. As I was saving before the interruption, that 
was the spirit, Sir, in which the debate was conducted on the floor of this 
House and 1 said also that I could not say the same thing of the debate 
which was conducted elsewhere. There were several blows aimed at me 
below the belt and if Mr. Biren Hoy goes through the proceedings of that 
House he will realize \\h\ I am adverting to this theme over and over 
again; it is because, as l have said at the outset, 1 appreciate the spirit 
in which the members of this House participated in the budget discussions. 
Mr. Karnini Kumar Duttu said that this demand for the partition of Bengal 
is a demand born out of desperation and lie says that Bengal should he 
united. T want in this connection also to refer to the remark of Mr. Biren 
Roy as he said that Bengal should he united to the Centre, which is true. 
Now, in Mr. Karnini Kumar Dutta’s approach to the problem he was 
thinking of Bengal. Certainly we* all want to think of Bengal first and 
foremost but Mr. Biren Roy was talking with his tongue in his cheek, I 
slutuld say, because he sometimes talks as if his inclination is towards 
Bengal and then he talks in a manner as if he is owing allegiance to the 
Centre. But I want to make this clear that we want to be free, we do 
not want any domination, as far as we are concerned, either foreign domi- 
nation or central domination. I think the Hindus and Muslims of this 
Province and the other minority communities will agree that we do not 
want to be dominated, we want to be absolutely free, we want to be free 
in this Province, we want 4o shake ott the shackles of foreign bondage; 
we want to shake ott completely and we do not want to be shackled either by 

the Centre or by any other foreign power. Therefore in that sense 

(Mr, Lalit Chandra Das: Then forget your two-nation theory and shed 
vour communal outlook.) Many-nation theory. What is America? 
There are many nations living in America. 
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Mr« PRE8IDENT: Mr. Das. the mem hers have raised certain issues 
in their speeches and you have raised some in yours and the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister has even right to reply to them and you should listen 
to him with patience. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI : What is America? Sir, 1 was 
asked a question as to how this two-nation theory would act in a united 
Bengal. My answer to that is how it acts in America which is inhabited 
by Englishmen, Italians, Germans and other people of other nationalities? 
How are they governed there — all these people of different nationalities? 
(Mt. Bikkn Ho\ . But there is no separate electorate there, i Ot course 
1 do not want to go into questions of constitution. They have certainly 
now evolved a constitution which is satisfactory to all and by which or 
under which they can call themselves Americans, and forget other consi- 
derations. Th el etoi e 1 see no reason why, with the spint which motivated 
Mr. Kammi Kumai Dutt, we should not also ha\e a united Bengal with a 
constitution satisfactory to all concerned, so that Mussalmans and Hindus 
will not feel that they r are dominated by the other and theiefore their cultural 
lights will be kept intact and all the communities will he aide to participate 
in the go\ernanee ot the province tor the common good ot all. I do not 
see why that is not possible m independent Bengal. (Mr. Biiu.n I0n : In 
Ainei lea dew> can \ote tm Christians, will tin* conditions he same her ? > 

1 want to quote Mi. Dutta when In* says that — Sii. I cannot hut make one 
iuithei * j u o t a 1 1011 tiom Mi. Dutta s speech. He said, “the two (‘ommuuil'es 
in Bengal aie intermixed and you cannot improve the lot <d one communil \ 
without doing some good to the other”. He says a ven salutary thing. 
Sir. in this connection I am reminded of another quotation and it is this : 
“Happiness is a perfume which you cannot pour on otheis without getting 
a few drops youiself”. Theiefme, when Mi. Dutta expressed those senti- 
ments how veiy coriect and right lie was: vou cannot do any good to unv 
community without getting anything yourself. 

Sir, the loss on boats amounting to several crores and the loss on 
subsidized food, I have already dealt with it. Again, Mr. Hamidu) Huq 
Chowdhury, 1 wonder if he is here in this House, 1 do not know what 
was his actual feeling when he said that except for the Chief Minister all 
the other Ministers were really no better than head assistants in the 
Bengal Secretariat. He is not here, and so I do not want to reply to him. 
Sir, when 1 was a hoy of ') or f> years of uge, I used to read a Jot of fairy- 
tales, stories, interesting stories, ami Aesops Fables was one of them. 
There was a story there which ended with the remark that “the grapea 
are sour”. 

His next question w^as the loss on food, and 1 have answered that 
question. He also wanted to know about the Kunchiapara Development 
scheme. He wanted to know what will he the set up and what wo propose 
to do in the matter. Sir, Kanchrapaj-a is being administered by (he 
Local Self-Government Department ; it is a vast piece of land that was 
occupied by the military ; the Government ot Bengal propose to take it up; 
a part of the land will he allocated to the Central Government for the 
construction of a locomotive workshop and another part for an Institute of 
Higher Technology which will he established by the Cenfial Government. 
After that the remaining portion of the area will be utilised for Govern- 
ment's making allotment to certain industries so that the country's 
industrialisation mav progress and also to make ai rangenienf s foi housing 
in order to relieve the congestion in Calcutta. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Fourteen bundled or 14,000? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know what the e.v.rf 
area is hut it is a vast area. In a part of this area we have established 
our T. B. Hospital. 
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1 now come to the points raised by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. He said 
that the limit of taxation has been reached. Of course, Sir, this question 
has to be examined from all points of view. So far as incidence of taxa- 
tion to the provincial exchequer is concerned the limit of taxation has not 
been readied, because a lot of money paid by the agriculturists is going 
to the e offers of the Government of India. But if we take the whole 
taxation of tin* Province, then no taxation is higher than any other Pro- 
vince. At present the incidence of taxation in Bengal is not much higher 
than the other Provinces in India because here we have a tenancy system 
vi Inch is quite different from the tenancy system of other Provinces. But 
ii the entire amount paid by the agriculturists is taken into account or 
alter the abolition of the zemindaiy svsteni when the land is nationalised 
then it will be higher than an> other Province. We hope that alter the 
abolition of the zernindary system when the money is realised by the Gov- 
ernment direct then not only the Government will he benefited financially 
but then it will be possible for Mr. Lalit Chandra Das to sin that the 
incidence of taxation is higher than an\ other Province; but at piesent it 
is not. Mr. Lalit Chandra Das has also referred to the Debt Settlement 
Act and said that the Debt Settlement Act and the Debt Settlement Board 
has ruined many Hindu middle-class families and that with the introduc- 
tion of lfargah Act whatever remains will go. What I want to say 
with regard to this point is that this Debt Settlement Act has come into 
operation because the poor people have been exploited by the middle-class 
people. So it was the < l u t \ of Government to bring this Legislation so as to 
stop this exploitation ot the rich against the poor people. It was with that 
end in view that this Act was biought into force and it has done sufficient 
good to the poor people of tin* Province. There is no gainsaying the fact 
that it is the dim of Government to prevent exploitation ot the“have nots". 
It is the duty of Government to protect the people from oppression, 
liaiassineiit and exploitation. 

1 now come to tin* points raised b\ Mr. Ghyasuddin Pathan. He said 
that injustice has been done to the agriculturists in Bengal and that most 
ot ihe Government schemes are for the benefit of Western Bengal people. 
Of course it is correct that we have got a ver\ big scheme tor the develop- 
ment of the Western Bengal, namelv , the Dumodar Valley Irrigation Pro- 
ject. But it is a self-financing scheme. We have also a similar scheme for 
the Not th Bengal, that is tin* Tista Valiev Scheme. It that is materialised 
the people ot North Bengal will have no grievance. Mr. Pathan also 
lemniked that the Finance Minister has not been inspired b\ any sense of 
local patriotism and that he lias not shown sufficient interest tor North 
Bengal. That reminds me of a very nice storv . One gentleman was 
addressing a meeting— a political meeting in England — and they wanted 
some sort of home-rule. Some body wanted home-rule for Ireland and 
others for Jsle of Wight and one gentleman wanted home-rule for Hell. 
The man at once jumped up and said that is right. Let every man have 
hnme-T ule for his own country. (Laughter.) Now, Sir, nobody can for- 
get hi" own country. I come from Pogra. I have close affinity with that 
district and shall alwavs flunk of giving the greatest benefit to my own 
district. It will be my natural inclination. At the same time it is my 
dut\ , being in the Government, to look to the whole Province. I have 
be(*n put on trust by the representatives of the people. Therefore I should 
not have any bias for any particular district even it be my own district. 

Now about the Dacca Medical College. This was started long ago. 
The Lake Medical College will come into existence this year. The 
Campbell Medical School wilTbe made a college next year or the year after 
the next. Therefore it may be said that there will be two new Medical 
colleges in Calcutta and near about Calcutta. A suggestion has been made 
that the auxiliary hospitals should be made permanent. I entirely agree 
with it. They liave done the greatest good to the people living in the 
rural areas. Hospitalisation of the rural areas has been one of our 
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schemes. Through these hospitals we have been able to provide more than 
20,000 beds all over the Province. Now, we want to redistribute these 
beds on the basis of population. These hospitals were started at a time 
when theie was food scarcity in the Province and they were started in 
the districts where the famine condition prevailed with tlie result that 
manv districts were ignored. We want to redistribute these beds fairly, 
justly and equitably. Therefore we are to cut down the number of hos- 
pitals in the districts which have got nioie than their legitimate share. 
Government will now cut tail the numhei <>t hospitals in particular areas. 
Tliex will immediatclv take the Dacca and the Eandpur districts. 
Because there the hospitals arc tar m excess of the number to which they 
are entitled. B\ curtailment the Government will provide these hospitals 
in aieas whole there is none oi whole theie ate in smaller number than their 
legitimate >haie. These 20, (MM) beds cost Government 170 lakhs ol rupees. 

We do not know what the financial position will be alter ’> years. So 
] cannot assure the House that these hospitals will be permanent but every 
effort will be made to keep them permaiientlx during the fixe-xear period. 
But for the piesent the scheme ha- the sanction tor five xears but 1 do 

not set* any reason xvhx these hospitals should not be made permanent 

beyond *> xears. Sn, the time is slant and I think I have only 10 minutes 
more within which to finish m\ replx . I will now take up the points 
raised b\ Mi. Moigan. Manx ot the points raised bx him have already 
keen deah with. One is the question ot subsidising the foodgraiiis tran- 
sact ions. I haxe aheady dealt with it. Jle has then lefeired to the 
Muslim League and said that tliex should entei the Constituent Assemble 
That is .i matter of high polity and it t- not foi me to make any comments. 
He has said about the loss mi Boat Construction Programme. I have 

aheady said something about it. Gt course it is verx unfortunate that this 

loss has been inclined but we want to cut doxvn out loss If 1 max take 
the House into confidence tliex will be amazed to hear a proposal which I 
had to face hefoie the Budget Estimates were piesciited to the House. 
As Finance Minister all proposals from the different department come up 
to me. I received a pioposal from the ( ml Supplies Depailment and the 
ptoposal was that we should spend Til lakhs ot rupees on boat disposal and 
boat maintenance with the idea of recox eting lakhs .lust imagine the 
portion .hist imagine tin* position ot the financial implication of the pro- 
sal. that \x e should spend 7!* lakhs of mpees to recover “>() lakhs When thin 
pioposal came u|> to the Finance Department we scrutinised it; we were 
amazed, xx e were astounded bexond words to pist imagine that a Govern- 
ment department suggests a proposal to spend »9 lakhs of rupees for the 
purpose of disposing «»f boats to lecoxet ->tl lakhs, an oufiighf loss ot 29 
lakhs. We had a conference and in that conference J conveyed my deci- 
sion that I shall not spend a single pice hexond the -list Match 1947 over 
the maintenance of boats or foi then disposal. Ibex should either be sold 
for the best possible puces ottered, m sold as fuel or sunk in the liver or 
g ix en awax gratis to the deserving pom*, and nothing will be spent on them 
hexond the 91 -t March. This unpleas, mt chapter must tie closed once and 
for all on the 91st March. That was the outline that I gave. But I want 
to tell you this thing that in the Budget Estimates (I am surprised that 
members have not commented on it) is -hoxxn .some amount of expendi- 
ture for the maintenance ot these boat- which, howexer, will not bo 
incurred, I max sax. This item went into the budget before the different 
items were properly sciutinised and we did not feel like cutting it out and 
so let it remain as there was surplus. But I xvaut to assure the ilouso 
that the amount piovided for maintenance, disposal and transport of tbeso 
boats will not be spent. Mr. Nur Ahnmd raised the question of advances 
to the agriculturists. He wanted to know what arrangements we have 
got tor the recovery of those adxances and what is our policv regarding 
granting of advances, I mean, loans to agriculturists. In this connection 
I want to say that of course the position of advancing loans was very 
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unsatisfactory and loans were made to agriculturists by certain Government 
officials in such a manner as to make it difficult tor Government to realise 
the money. Therefore we are coming forward with an amendment of the 
Public Demands Recovery Act which will enable Government to recover 
these advances made to agriculturists under provisions ot that Act. That 
will enable us to effect speedy recovery of the advances already made and 
to lie made in future. That will put things on a more satisfactory footing 
and these had assets if you call it, will be converted into good and more 
dependable assets. 

And so far as the expenditure is concerned we have already appointed at 
high level an accounts officer in order to put the thing in propel order. (At 
this stage Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury put some question to the honour- 
able Finance Minister.; Sir, it does not lie in the mouth of Mr. Hamidul 
H u(j Chowdhun to say anything. He had made some allegations and 
criticisms against the Go\ernment and was absent all along today and at 
this concluding stage of my speech he comes and tiles to interrupt me 
and puts a question. I cannot reply to him at all. 

The term of icfereiice to this accounts officer i> that he 
should examine the system of disbursement of relief expenditure, at the 
ii cud quarter* and also at the outlying stations and take necessary action 
with a view to ensuie proper control and supervision to rectiiy irregulari- 
ties and simplify procedure wherever possible. lie should also arrange 
in consultation with the Accountant-General for a regulai periodical 
audit of the relief expenditure both at headquarters and at the outhing 
stations, and lie should also examine and dispose of all objections. He 
should also have access to relevant records and deal directly with distri- 
buting officers and their disbursements. He should also keep the Finance 
Department posted with the progress of .settlement and of audit operations. 
This is the term under which this officer has been appointed and we pro- 
pose to make fuither appointments so that tin* accounts branch will he 
expanded and t hex will go through the expenditure incurred in the past 
and put the accounts in proper shape and also keep a proper check on all 
future disbursements. 

Now, Sir, Mr. Morgan wanted to know what was the position with 
regard to the loan to the agriculturists and cultivators. The position is 
as follows: — 

Balance outstanding on 1st April, 1941 — 2 croies, 17 lakhs and 40 
thousand. 

Advances proposed to be made in 1940-47 — 1 crore, 2’> lakhs. 

Total — If crores, 42 lakhs and 40 thousand. 

Out of this deduct anticipated repayment — 1 crore, 10 thousand. 

Therefore estimated balance outstanding on 1st April, 1947 — 2 croies 
42 lakhs, and 90 thousand. 

The actual repayment during the last d years is as follow’s: — 

1940-44 - 04 lakhs, (>9 thousand. 

1944-4’) -9 "» lakhs, 70 thousand. 

194 ”>-4(1—70 lakhs, 08 thousand. 

In view ot these repayments we need not at present fear that these 
are altogether bad assets, though a small portion ot the loans will have 
to be ultimately written off. 

Now l conn* to the roa<F construction programme ot Government to 
which i etc* cure has been fnade by Mi Morgan. 1 certainly agree that 
the poliev ot improving the load comunicutums ot the province should be 
given a high pnoiity, because this will make available to the people living 
in the rural areas facilities foi the purpose of despatch of toodgrains and 
other essential goods and when t be marketing facilities will in this way 



19 « 7 .] ' 


GENERAL BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


m 

be available tJie condition of the people living in the outlying rural areas 
will improve and therefore it is the duty ot Government certainly to give 
a high priority to road construction. Government did have a scheme 
giving priorit 3 T but unfortunately last year the whole programme was up- 
set and everything was dintuibed because of the unsettled condition in 
Calcutta and elsewhere. 1 hese disturbances put our time-table out of 
gear and it is expected that (io\ermnent will go ahead with its programme 
so tar as the civil works department is concerned. 

Mr. Biren Boy has pointed out that there are great difficulties in the 
way of finding the essential building mateuals, but Government is trying 
its best to procure essential materials tor the purpose and sufficient steps 
are being taken. 

•Sii, the time is up and it is not possible tor me to answer the various 
othei points raised by the honourable members. But before 1 sit down 
1 would like to say a lew words m reply to Mr. Biren l{o\ about the 
Stadium. About the Stadium Mr. ltoy has made some adxerse remarks, 
turning from a spoilsman it is a great surpuse. 1 do not know what is 
behind Mi. Boy's mind who once upon a time was a gloat sponsor ol the 
grey bound lacing. iMi. Buen Boy : l was not u sponsot of tin* gro\- 
hound lacing: your father was there.) It is wrong foi him to say that 
Government has given second puonty to Stadium. That, Sir, is a report 
which i s being calculated and which has appeared in one of the leading 
daily papers which is lesponsible for it. Well, Sir, I give ciedit to the 
jepoiiei of that new spapei who look it for granted that Stadium would 
be given second priority, lie got that idea fioui a black-board in my room 
in w Inch l keep a description of the piogiess of work 

Mr. HAMIOUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: What Ims Einamo Minuter 
got to do with Stadium Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I am also Minister in charge of 
local Self-Gov eminent .md Bubiu Health. Now, Sn, as 1 was saying, 
in that black-board, the schemes arc shown in various stages and theie 
St .m! i ii iii is show n being the next item. The leportei took it lor giantcd 
tliat ii was the second item, li is cojiect only so far as Calcutta is 
concerned But the first problem is the piublem of housing the people of 

the hustees They aie living m a lembJe condition and they an* denied 
the amenities ot Calcutta. So f.u .is the eonsti uction of Stadium is con- 
cerned w'haf is the harm if Government can construct it without spending 
a single pice front its coffer. We have no Stadium in Calcutta. We have 
a contiactoi firm which has an enclosed giound and is taking gate, money 
•ind thus a large amount of money goes to swell the pocket, of this private 
hnn. What is the harm if this inone\ goes to the coffer of the Govern- 
ment which wall be utilised for the development of physical culture and 
the development of sporting activities, in Calcutta and ‘elsewdiere. So if 
this great benefit comes without spending a single pice from the Govern- 
ment coffer and Bengal derives benefit from it why should anybody quarrel 
over it. J assure the House that the Stadium would be financed from loan 
and a sinking fund will be cieated in order to meet the interest charges 
and a large part of the proceeds will go to the interest charges. A part 
'd it will also be used for helping the people to train good sportsmen and 
part of the proceeds will be distributed throughout the Piovinee for the 
encouragement of sporting activities by which the people living outside 
Calcutta will be greatly benefited. The proceeds will thus be used for 
J us and other youth welfare movements. So thin is a scheme which should 
be welcomed and appreciated by every one. But instead of that it is 
•emg opposed by Mr. Boy of all pel sons. He calls himself a sportsman. 

* am surprised and as I have said earlier, J do not know' it he has some- 
tjung behind in his mind. Probably he is labouring under a grievance 
that he was not allowed by the-Arovemment to run his greyhound racing. 
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Mr. BIREN ROY : 1 was never in the Greyhound Racing Committee. 
1 was the Chairman of the Municipality which opened it. The Finance 
Minister’s lather was the steward. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Now, Sir, before T sit down, I 
thank >ou tor giving me enough time but even then 1 have been unable 
to do sufficient justice to all the points raised here. I also thank the 
honourable members for giving me a patient hearing. As regards Mr. 
Kamini Kumar Dutta’s offer of co-operation, we are not only willing to 
grasp the hand of friendship which he so kindly extends to us, but we 
are willing to offer both our hands and 1 hope they will be grasped in the 
spirit in which they are offered. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till 1-4*5 p*m. 
tomorrow. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till J -45 p.m. on Wednesday, the 19th 
M*rch, 1947. 


Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 18t,h 
Hiarch, 1947:- 

(1) Mr. Kric Dermol Doyne, 

(2) The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Goiran, 

(d) Mr. Mahammad Azizul Huque, 

(4) The Hon’ble Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain, 

(f>) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria, 

(b ) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(7 ) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(8) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish, 

(9) Mr. T. B. Nimnio, 

(1(1) Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray, 

(11 ) Haji Md. Yusuf, 

(12) Mr. K. 1\ 8. Bourne, and 
(Id) Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya. 


tlriVlB-MJQ.il AOA.TCA 



B|NGAt UftySLATlVE COl^Cft, 
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First Session, 1947— No. 41. 

J3L - 


tii& Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Build^ig, (Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 19th March 1947, at 1-45 p.m., 
being the 21st day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 6 2(2)(al 
of the Government of India Act, 1936. 

Mt. President *fthe Ilon’lde Sir Bijoy Phasad Singh Hoy, was 

in the Chair. 


QUESTION AND ANSWER 
Teesta Valley Barrage Project. 


72. Mr. C. MORGANS (a) With reference to the reply given by the 
Hon’hle Minister in charge of the Department of Irrigation and Waterways 
ij ( l lle jji° n ^6 regarding the Teesta Valiev Barrage Project, is the 
Hon ble Minister aware that a statement was made by R a i Bahadur 
A. JN. Khosla, Consulting Engineer to the Government of India for Water- 
ways, Irrigation and Navigation, to a correspondent of a Calcutta daily i* 
Simla on J4th July, 1940, in which the height and location of the Teeflti 
Dam was given as 050 feet high and two miles downstream of the Teesta 
Bridge# 


, ^ ^ ro ldy hs in the negative, why was his attention not drawn ^to 
these particulars by the Irrigation Department? 

u,«« M J2T. E JJ n charge of the DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION and 
WATERWAYS (the Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA): U) ■ 

(jovernment are not aware of any statement made by Itai A. N. Khosla 
Bahadur, Consulting Engineer to the Government of India for Waterway* 
Irrigation and Navigation at Simla, to a correspondent of a Calcutta ♦daily 
hua k ^ ly ; r 1946 ’ * )ut in ? ai Bahadur's note, dated the 11th December, 
U4o,,^n the Teesta Dam project he made a suggestion similar to that stated 
v Tne honourable member Since then further investigation has been 
akeii up iu the locality. The height, location and number of dams will, 
inf* 1 !* U r° n $ e res ^]^ the investigation. Government have und*r 
in\esfagation the possibility of the construction of a dam at a site roughly 
Anderson Bridge. The present indications are not unfavour- 
* ? ‘° f » th , e site for the confltrll ction of a dam of approti- 

SU?.|| J feet l n hel * htbut no final conclusion has been reached nor can 
s»e Cmr^pil b abi r e ea Unt lhc re5UltS ° f geo,ogical esploratijm of the 

(6) Does not arise. 

Hon*i r/ \r E -°* RCE M0RC AN: Supplementary question, Sir. Has tha 
Ba^»n «T, n Mf I*" t . ,ny mforn \ ation 1 afl tf ’ h °" ><>ng this geologic*] invest^ 

, r ^ take pl , ace ’ ,1<ra ' f,,at th *‘ «>n both sides of the river at 

how t lfflL-i ar , S j U 1 la 'T b ‘‘ e . u , ,:u ‘ <low " : ' 11 « s any information as to 

? it would take to finish the geological* investigation? 

TA^NATiOIUKHEIUEA: Thr^ months at the . 


fig WASTE LAND ACGUISITtgN %li&. fl^H Maece 

ThMHolHsh) Mb FAlqJ&RA*MX»l: Sir, wi& vouf%enaissio" 
beg to move that the Beng&l Requisition of Waste LanJT&ili, 19 |L 
remised 4o # a Select Committee consisting of — ^ ” 


(1> Mr. Syed Pazle Rabbi Chowdhury, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Abdul iStif Chawdhury, 
,{3) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman, 

(4) Mr. Chowdhury Moazzem Hossein, 

(5) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed, 

(6) Mr. Amulyadhone Roy, 

(7) Mr. G. Morgan, c.i.e., 

(8) Mr. Patiram Roy, 

(9) Mr. Biren Roy, 

10) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, and 
vll) the mover, 


with instructions to submit their report by the 31st March, 1947, and iha 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute \ 
quorum shall be five. 


Sir, in moving this Bill I would like to explain why the Bill has bew 
necessary. The object of the Bill is to set up a special machinery foi 
acquiring waste lands so as to utilise them for purposes of — 

>* (1) increasing the production of foodgrains, (2) afforestation, (3) irriga 

? tion, drainage or road development projects, and (4) setting up ol 

* model villages. 

I should like to inform the House that Government have laid down * 
cl^ar policy regarding the settlement of these lands and the manner ii 
which they are to be brought under cultivation. Honourable member# nsir 
be aware that a large number of persons of this Province have recently beei 
discharged from military service. Many of them are without any means o 
livelihood. There is aiso a vast army of indigent cultivators, bargadar 
and landless agricultural labourers whose meagre income is scarcely ynffi 
cjent to maintain their families on the barest scale of existence even for 
iart i)f the year. There being not enough land to go round, by far . thi 
J&rgeBt number of agricultural population of this Province subsist on, petti 
Uneconomic holdings. Government owe an obligation to these difmen 
Categories of people to provide them with means for a reasonable stafithn 
*of life. It, is therefore proposed to settle as many of these people as possible 
On the available waste lands of the Province after proper reclamation. A 
certain cases as the circumstances may justify, lands may also hav%‘ to b 
settled with a number of persons hr a corporate body so as to onaM^then 
to carry on large scale farming on a co-operative basis or otherwise, by th 
use of mechanical appliances. I should like to make it clear however tha 
the underlying principles of these settlements will be to encourage 
operation in farming without which, it is admitted on hands m 
rkulturol improvement of the country is possible. 

As regards the paramount need of the province to increase its fo^^grains 
I think, Sir, there can be no two opinions. It is now beyond afl contro 
^p&rsy that Bengal doeR not^produce sufficient foodcrops to feed hat* teeminj 
millions. Never before had this painful fact been brought home mor 
poignantly than during the tragic events of the* last famine. Ifcip fo 
these reasons that the Woodh&d Commission emphasised ifce stent napes 
sity of iiftrea&hlg the food production of th#’ province Jnr using all th< 
•resources of science and tedtaiA|og^ to^ring^tmlef'euJtivaSfci 4 1 availabh 
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* land#. Th#f reqpmfti filled reAmflio^ adlem^s ia nartictflar. 

should bdltigoroufcly pushed fofwrtfi J$j# «#H^Ben| Bi###ek|^to imple- i 
ment "this mfcommendation of $ie (hinmisinm. * * * t m 

^AJfo#^!ktion is another object of this measure which is perfeffjMmq 1 m# 
important .than the question of bringing more area under cultivation/ It 
has 4 #fr been well-established that owing* to the progress of denfidatjon of 
forests in* West Bengal the process of erosion which impoverished the s<# 
by*%ashing away its valuable surface layer has been accelerated tfjtll tlfP 
result that large tracts of land are becoming bare and almost unproductive. 

I tails ateo the opinion of experts that destruction of forests is rendering 
West Bengal as a whole more and more liable to tiood and drought. TKey 
therefore have emphasised that measures for preventing the evils of 
degwdatron should De taken without further delay. Government accord^ 
ingjjf propose to take up afforestation of as much of the waste lands as may 
be considered necessary by the experts of the Department. Other ItjplT* 
poses, as I have already mentioned, for which waste lands are proposed to 
be utilised, are only ancillary to the main purposes of increasing the yieljt 
of foodgrains of the province and creating better living conditions for tbf^ 
rural people. 

The honourable members may he aware that a machinery was set up in 
1944-45 for collecting reliable agricultural statistics of this Province so an 
#o enable Government, to mature schemes of development. The statist®* 
so collected and compiled show that there are altogether 40 lakh acres of 
cultivable waste lauds in the province of which 51 lakh acres are in Jbif| 
blacks of 100 acres and these lands have been lying fallow and unculU| 
vated for a variety of reasons such as want of embankment and irrigation i 
facilities, infestation with deep-rooted weeds and jungles, dcpoj ulatioft^of* 1 
large tracts due to malaria and last but not the least, negligence of. file 
owners or their incapacity to bear the cost of reclamation. It if* proposed 
to acquire in the first instance about 4 lakh acres of the larger blocks of 
these lands whicli will bo developed according to a definite programme. I 
jnay inform the House that iny Department have worked out two schemes 
for the purpose — one covers an area of about 1| lakh acres to he completed 
in a period of 5 years. The lands after development will be settled wijj 
about 10,000 demobilised ex-servicemen who will be required to cultivate 
them on co-operative or collective farming system. A capita) grant oMS 
TO. 50 lakhs is expected from the Central Government for this scheme 4^ 
pfF capita rate of Its. 500. The whole of this amount will he spent for thy 
benefit of ex-servicemen. The other scheme covers an area of 2} lakh twfeaP 
completed in & period of 7 years. These lands after development, wjjl* 
be settled mostly with tin* cultivators of the special classes as l 
already mentioned. The undertaking of these two schemes, v ill fag 
oicccded by two pilot schemes — one in West Bengal amt another in North 
Bengal. ' ” 

- * * 

‘4T*heed hardly say that the nature and extent of development works to 
he undertaken in the different blocks will largely depend upon their present 
conditions but everything will he done according to a well-laid out plan 
w'ith a view to establishing model hamlets or village sites or even entirely 
as villag^jfeH the blocks are big enough so that the settlers may not #ndy 
be provide with the minimum resources to earn a livelihonl by their own 
exerpqn but also enjoy all the necessary amenities of a village life. 

Sir,^ so far aa I have attempted to give a brief outline of the purpfJlH 
for which waste lands are proposed to be acquired and to date the policy M 
otGovernment in the matter of settlement of these lands. There remains 
nn . rt ^ K> * nt regarding the manner of cultivation of these lands on i 
wluen I thirfk I should m#ke a clear statement in this House. It line been 
advanced oduntrie# of *Md that wall cultivators can 
achieve H|eir own progre## opabrtfni&e#. encouraircmvnt and initial 
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helfc by the State throngh * pUmVd«*Uf elopment ti eo-^eratJ»e 
- tion and enterprise as a fundamental fieri «f agucultujfl ecojjpy 
operative SMociations have "noCtfflly secured material progr#ffiJbut 
-corresponding educational advance in self-reliance, responsibility 
"citizenship. It has been found to be one of the best instrument# in 
practice of economic democracy. 

In this country however advantages ^of co-operation in fanning- have 
Mo t mH been fully demonstrated. It is recognised that there are many 
impediments to the adoption of any kind of co-operation as the basis of fc 
sound agricultural policy, the foremost of which is the existing outmoded 
syf^em of land tenure. Government have accordingly decided to mend it 
by acquiring the interests of all rent-receivers so that Government as a 
fple landlord may be in a much better position to undertake effective 
Measures for agricultural reconstruction of the country. Meanwhile, it 
is pifcjposed to undertake a few pilot schemes of co-operative or collective 
farming in well-chosen areas, work them successfully and then convince 
|he cultivators of the neighbouring villages of the economic benefits of the 
Jtobesnes. This will go a great \yay in overcoming the general dislike of 
^he cultivators to any change in the existing system of individual cultiva- 
tion. And the best field for such experiment and demonstration in 
co-operation will be 1 he areas where new communities are settled for the 
fast time. Accordingly, it is 'proposed to regulate settlement of the waste 
in Hindi a manner as will encourage and ensure a co-operative system 
of cultivation — Government providing the necessary capital outlay on 
Igricultural machinery or operational needs as also free service of expert 
rtaff not only for advice and direction but also for actual management of 
/file farming business. Experiments will be made under two types of 
’ 'bo-operative farming societies — one is ibe Co-operative Tenant Farming 
Sckiety and the other the Co-operative Joint Fanning Society. Under the 
former system Government will settle the lands with the society on certain 
terms and conditions and the latter will allot and lease out the lands to 
individual members as tenants stipulating payment of a fixed rent and such 
restriction regarding transfer of land and other matter as may be required, 
under the terms of Hie leuse. Each member will cultivate the land of his 
Folding and be entitled to the produce thereof being subject to the society 
only so far as cultivation is to be carried out in accordance with a plan 
fftid down by it. The society in its turn will supply credit, seed, manure 

f d improped agricultural equipment w r hich may be beyond the financial 
pacity of the individual member. I may inform the honourable mem- 
dfors that one such experiment has already been made in this province in 
►the Cox’s Bazar Subdivision in the Chittagong Division and from all 
twcounts it appears to have been a great success. The other type with 
idiich the Government intends to experiment is" the Co-operative Joint 
Farming Society. Under this scheme settlement will be made with indivi- 
duals but they will be required to pool their holdings together and to work 
on the entire farm so constituted under the direction of an elected oom- 
m it tee of management. Each working member will get wages on “work- 
day” unit basis either in kind or cash as the Committee of Management 
may think fit. The crop will be raised and disposed of collectively and 
whatever would be left after meeting the charges on account of labour and 
management will be distributed as dividend to the members in proportion 
to their shares in the joint farming. 1 think, Sir, I need not take any 
more time of the House in supplying further details regarding the types 
|ip«0-operative farming which Government propose to introduce. I need 
only say that these are the projects which are uppermost in the mind of 
Government. If they are attended with success, they will make easy the 
task of inducing the cultivators of other areas to adopt the principle* of 
co-operation in fanning on a voluntary basis. 

Aa regards the, Bill itself * I think the House may be expecting to 
know the reaeon why it ha§ been considered' jeceseary to proyjie for a 
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special machinery for ac^a^itidn of t&ese^fands instead of having recouraf 
to the eafllting nrorisi^ns of the Band* Acquisition Act. In the Land 
Acquisiti^ “ Acrmarket value of lwids is the only l>asis fo£ determination 
of compensation and the toain criterion for determining market value is 
tfcO sale price of similar lands in the vicinity. There are no specific provi- 
sions in' the Act or in the statutory rules regarding valuation of wasted 
lands. As sales of such lands which have very little market value are 
rare, it becomes impossible in most cases to determine the market value of 
these lands under the provisions of the Land Acquisition Act. The result 
is that the question of determination of compensation is left to the iRcfJi' 
tion of tlie liand Acquisition Officer without any guidance from the ^.ct or 
the statutory rules. Such a procedure cannot he considered suitable, for 
large ecale acquisition of waste lands as contemplated under the provfllbns 
of the present Bill. Accordingly, specific principles for determining 
compensation have been laid down for the guidance of the land acquirjjjg 
authorities. 

« 

With those words. Sir, I beg to commend the motion for reference of 
the Bill to a Select Committee for acceptance of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, Order, motion moved that the 
Acquisition of M aste Land Bill, 1947, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 


(1) Mr. Syed Fazio Babbi Chowdhurv, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhurv, 

(3) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman, 

(4) Mr. Chowdhurv, Moazzem Hossein, 

C r >) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed, 

(fi) Mr. Amulyadhone Boy, 

(7) Mr. (ieorge Morgan, c.i.k., 

(8) Mr. Patiram Bov, 

(9) Mr. Biren Boy, 

(10) Mr. Lalit Chandra Has, and 

(11) the mover, 

w it h instructions to submit their report by the 31st March, 1947, a\.u 
the number of members whose presence* shall he necessary to constitute A 
quorum shall he five. 


Mr. GEORGE MORGAN: Sir, I 
Hon'hle Minister for reference r»f this 


rise to support the motion move 
Bill to a Select Committee. 


* 


Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Then* are amendments to the motion, 
Sir; there are my own amendments. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. M< >rgan! There are amendments to the motion. 
The first amendment is the one to he moved by Mr. Lalit Chandra Dus. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I beg to move that the Bill he cir- 
culated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 30th June, 1947. 

Sir, there is no great l»urrv for a Bill of the sort that is now before us. 
The Bill is for acquisition of waste lands in Bengal. So many years have 
been allowed to pass without their attention living attracted to this And 
without Government doing anything with respect to this. Some nine 
more should be allowed to pass with respect to this without any danger of 
any loss on the part of the Government and in the meantime attempts 
should k be made to gather public opinion bearing on a law like thin. Sir, 
this Bill practically expropriates the landowners to a considerable extent 
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and therefore violates the provision# of the *jGtovernment of India Act, 
particularly section 299. This is not ftie time for ntfe tb {g>int out in what 
way this Bill abends against section 299 of the Government dMndia Act. 
J^would t do so when the appropriate time comes? To-day, Sir, my object is 
to point out why this Bill should be referred for the purpose of- gathering 
public opinion thereon. This Bill, Sir, has, within it, the principle of 
nationalisation, I should say. Now the principle of nationalisation 
in demand is a good thing and also th§ nationalisation of lands. I was 
*;or ipng a supporter of this principle, of the principle of nationalisation 
kf all the key industries in Bengal and I was not even opposed to the 
[uostion of nationalisation of lands in Bengal provided of course it is 
■eajjhr nationalisation, i.e., nationalisation in the sense that I understand 
t.^T would of course say that this Bill violates that principle of 
lationalisation which I mean. The very constitution of the Government 
U Bengal will show that, as a matter of fact, this is not nationalisation of 
he lpnd as we may seem to think, in the sense in which we think. It is 
Iter all a communal Government and not a national Government. If it 
s a national Government, Sir, it can seriously take up the question of 
lationalisation, not only of all the key industries but also of all lands why 
raste lands alone. But if the composition of the Government is such that 
t views with disfavour communities other than which it represents. If it 
eally favours the two-nation theory, application of this law will redound 
eriously to the discredit as well as to the injury of non-Mussalmans I 
ftould say and therefore the principle of nationalisation of land is really 
ft truly applicable here although it aims at that. I will rather he more 
implicit. All that 1 was going to say is this: if you nationalise the 
emindaries, all permanent interests in land and remove them and there is 
i#body to intervene between the Government and the actual tillers of the 
oil, and then after that if you take away the interests of the tillers of the 
oil and become the sole owners of the land and then redistribute the same 
ind arrange for cultivation thereof according as you think fit remaining 
esnonsihle for lood and raiment of the people committed to \our charge 
n eluding their education, then it will he nationalisation. It 
vill be equally nationalisation in this sense although they are merely waste 
auds throughout the whole province and as soon as you go to take them 
ip, you are really nationalising the waste lands of Bengal. This is a law 
)y which you are going to take power and possess these lands and 
here forty \ou actually nationalise those lands. But that would l>e 
l eal nationalisation when the Government would he truly national, 
md so long as the Government is not truly national or remains 
soiumunal 1 sa> such nationalisation is merely Islam izat ion and so it will 
ftdound only to the benefit of one particular community, namely, 
he Muslims, ulthough apparently ami generally speaking it would look 
ike nationalisation. It will he however for the benefit of a particular 
'om in unity and therefore violates all principles of nationalisation. I 
herefore oppose the Bill also on this ground. There is also another 
f round which I shall place before tltf House which will go to show that 
t ought to receive the imprimatur of public opinion. Take for instance 
he reasons that the Ilon’ble Minister has assigned for the purpose of 
icquiring the waste lands of Bengal. It is said, for example, that they 
viil settle these lauds with ex-servicemen : well and good. We have 
w ith great interest to the otherwise very good speech by the 
tion hie Mr. hazlur It a liman Waring on this Bill. He told us in this 
•onnection that no less than 10,000 ex-servicemen will he settled on these 
‘ wre n ‘ a ^V apprehensive of this. What does he mean? 

With whom does he want to settle Jthese lands? It is necessarv that the 
people of Bengal should express an -opinion on this point. Quite recently, 
in filing up certain posts in the Police Department, the Government 
imported a large number of Punjabi ex-soldiers and made them members 
of the armed constabulary in Calcutta; Sir, these ex-servicemen are 
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Punjabi, naiirMuslims^ Why should thCy get land in Bengal? Are yon 
going to put jjtch ex-servicemenr-Muslims m possession cff these waste 
lands in Bragal? If so, then in what way will the peopled Bengal be 
benefited by this action? The ways of this Government have been mi the 
past bo dubious that it has aroused great suspicion in our minds. Sir, 
there is a Communal Ratio Rule regarding appointment and when Muslims 
are not found in Bengal, suitable to fill a post, then instead of drawing 
upon the non-Muslim community to fill it, they import men from the 
Punjab, from outside the Province, and give them the appointment. Thjrt 
is their attitude and it is this Government that is seeking to acquire all 
the waste lands of Bengal and to become the sole arbiter a»s to whom to 
settle these lands with. So 1 take it, that 10,000 ex-servicemen fro* 
outside the Province will be put in, who may he Punjabis and others; there 
is nothing in the Bill to show that the settlement of lands will }>e confined 
only to the Bengalees. Therefore I say that if Government really want to 
look to the interest of the people of Bengal, it is fair and proper that they 
should circulate this Bill for the opinion of the public. Then, Sir, there 
are other facta which have to be referred to. In sub-clause (</)( t) it is 
mentioned “ the operation of natural causes or cir- 

cumstances such as disturbances of the public tranquillity This may 
bring about beggary or poverty to people. To them it is intended that 
these men should be settled. This is to be found in sub-clause (a) of 

clause 4 — “settlement of land with any person or persons on 

causes or circumstances, such as disturbances of the public tranquillity, 

over which they have no control “. Now, Sir, what is the intention 

of Government in putting this clause P Will these lands be settled with 
those driven out of Noakhuli or South Tip]>era because of the disturbances 
of the public tranquillity there or will they he settled with the Bihar 
refugee's 1)0,000 of whom have been brought here in the Burdwan dis- 
trict and in some other parts of the West Bengal? What is the intention 
of the Government of Bengal? The expression is clear that the lands will 
be settled with those persons who have been out of employment owing to 
any causes such ih disturbances of tin* public tranquillity. Will these 
lands .acquired by the Government he actually settled, for example, with 
the Bihar refugees to the detriment of the interest of tin 1 people of Bengal? 
W,* know that several lakhs of people who live as har ff whirs and there are 
also several lakhs of landless labourers both Muslims and Hindus. The 
Government should have said whether these men will la* given the 
priority. I he interests of these people may come in conflict w’ith 
the Bihar refugees. Can you trust a communal Government of this 
nature and give them power with regard to so much land in Bengal? 
When I raise the question of nationalisation it is for the purpose of 
benefiting the people of Bengal. Nationalisation of the land is very good 
hut it should be done by u national Government. A communal Govern- 
ment cannot do it. So long as vre have suspicion, so long as this Govern- 
ment continue to he a communal Government depending on the votes of a 
communal electorate, we should alwaVs remain suspicious that the real 
purpose of the Bill is different and that it will be applied mostly for the 
benefit of the people of a particular community. To this Bill, Sir, I lay 
my emphatic protest and therefore on this ground I say that before this 
Bill is sent^to the Select Committee it should be circulated for eliciting 
public opinion so that the people may have their sav, whether they like this 
Bill or whether they like this Bill to he dropped. Then, Sir, there are 
other things. For example, it is said that there is provision for modej 
village sites wdtli better agricultural facilities and sanitary arnmgcmcnl *0 
as to bring about an improvement in the standard of living of the cultivators. 
Well and good — this is a verv good scheme no doubt when put in 
paper. But it depends on how it is applied. What sort of model village 
sites should be created in these waste lands? Bid the Government attempt 
to construct any such village in khas mahal lands? 
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Sir, the same question arises from whichever side vou examine the 
provision of a model co-operative system of farming. Therefore, I should 
say that so long as the constitution of the Government is no^changed, good 
intentions or tne Bill may be diverted and used for bad purjkjses against 
# the interests of a particular community. I will draw the attention of the 
House to another thing. It has been stated in the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons “Large areas of cultivable waste lands in the Province have 
been lying fallow for a variety of reasons, such as want of irrigation, 
drainage and embankment facilities. 4 ’ I would like to know whose 
duty was it to see that there was irrigation, proper drainage, proper 
embankment facilities. Certainly, it was the duty of Government. But 
Government did not carry out those duties. Owing to the default of the 
Government there are fallow lands. The Government did not discharge 
their duties properly and as a result of that there are many cultivable 
waste lands and now Government want to acquire them. Why do you not 
ask the owners to cultivate these lands to increase production of food in 
Bengal by helping them with money and by giving them various other 
facilities including facilities in irrigation, drainage and embankment? 
You will err in your duty and take advantage of your own laches and now 
seize this occasion for the purpose of acquisitioning the waste lands. Now, 
Sir, I would draw the attention of the House to certain clauses of the Bill! 
Everything has been left to the arbitrary action of the Collector. So far 
as the acquisition of land is concerned, there is already a law, namely, the 
Land Acquisition Act, 1894. Why instead of taking advantage of the 
provisions of that Act Government should take power for the purpose of 
acquiring all the waste lands of Bengal? The fact that they have not 
done that proves that they have some ulterior motive behind all these. 
If their intention was good they could experiment by acquiring some 
waste lands under the Land Acquisition Act of 1894 and after doing some 
good work they could have come forward to this House and say that they 
huve done this and that they want more lands to turn the lauds into a 
beautiful paradise of modern world. Nothing of the sort. They could 
help the cultivators with modern machines and other things. No, they 
want to impose upon the public their sweet will, they advance certain 
arguments onh to impose their will on the public. 

We cannot believe. Sir, that the Government, taking power under this 
Act to acquire all the waste lands of Bengal, will at once go into starting 
a number of model village sites throughout Bengal or a number of 
co-operative societies for bringing under mechanised cultivation all these 
waste lands. The first thing they should do would he for them to take 
advantage of the provisions of the Land Acquisition Act and acquire as 
much land as they would require for the purpose of starting model farms 
as well as for the co-operative s\stcm oi tanning and then prove by 
actual facts that their attempts have been successful. Not having done 
that, to come at once to acquire all the waste lands of Bengal would go to 
phow that there are ulterior motives behind their hack. The objects and 
reasons have been put in only to make the reasons for acquiring the 
waste lands of Bengal very attractive. That is all. Sir. Not that they 
require all these waste lands all at once for this purpose. Then, Sir, you 
will see what they intend to do with respect to acquiring these waste 
larnls. lhey want to finish the whole business with the Collector, and 
the ( olloctor. Sir. after making a short enquiry is only to report to the 
Irovineial Government, and the Provincial Government, Sir, will surely 
be satisfied with the renort of the Collector and the whole thing ‘is finished 
in this way; there is thus the acquisition of waste lands and their people 
ean go at once and enter into tfeom. Now, Sir, that is how they are 
arranging Hus. Now look at the. already existing provisions in the Land 
Acquisition Act. There are provisions in the Land Acquisition Act for 
appeal against the arbitrary acts of the Collector and those provisions are 
now going to be given the goby and, Sir, all that has been provided in the 
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Bill in the matter of appeal is in section 17 and under this section also 
the Provincial Government has taken all the powers. They will say which 
body will fcp ttoe appellate court. The section reads — 

“Any person aggrieved by the award of the Collector may, in the* 
manner prescribed, prefer an appeal, within six weeks of the 
date of such award, to the prescribed authority, whose decision 
thereon shall be final.’ * 

Now, Sir, that authority will be prescribed by Rules under the Act. 
Why? ^This is an important point where public opinion should be taken 
whether they are satisfied with a provision like this leaving it to the 
sweet will of the Government to prescribe the “appellate authority later on, 
as they please, by promulgation of their Rules. In the Land Acquisition 
Act we know who is the primary authority for the purpose of acquiring a 
land. We also know where to go after the Go] lector finishes an enquiry 
and gives an award. There are clear indications in that Act, Sir, as to 
the method to be adopted. But, Sir, here the whole thing is to he left to 
the Provincial Government and the* Provincial Government may do 
whatever it likes. That is a matter, Sir, on which the public should be 
called upon to express their opinion. 

Now the most objectionable of all the sections, Sir, is the provisions 
laid down in section 13 '‘Principles of determining Gompensation”. The 
principles laid down, Sir, are, 1 should say, so outrageous. Justice loudly 
calls for referring the Bill to the judgment of the public. Under sec- 
tion 13, Sir, arrangement has been made by Government to acquire lakhs 
and lakhs of acres of lands in Bengal lying fallow, for a mere song I should 
bay. The provision laid down is this: 

“in determining the amount of compensation the Collector shall be 
guided by the following provisions, namely: — in the case where 
the land was recorded as waste land under the denomination of 
Puratan or Nutan Patit in the record-of-rights prepared during 
the first District Survey and Settlement Operations and finally 
published under Chapter X of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885, 
and has remained uncultivated up to the time of publication of 
the notification under sub-section (/) of section 3, the immediate 
owner of the land shall get compensation at the rate of five 
rupees per acre”. 

1 desire to know whether there is any old man is Bengal who has ever 
heard that an acre of land can be had on Rs. 5 only even though they be 
waste. In the past waste lands have been taken over by newly floated 
companies, lands whereon there never grew any crop* at any time, and 
we know, as a matter of fact, that, for these waste lands also, the newly 
floated companies had to pay a very very heavy price, hut to purchase lands 
at tln^ rate even though tfiex are waste at rupees five per ucie is simply 
astounding. This, I should say, is really expropriation of the real owners 
of the lands, the landlords, taking away all these lands for a mere song. 
Ibis is a clear violation 1 should say, of the intents and purposes of 
portion 299 of the Government of India Act, 1935. And not only that. 
Government not only propose to purchase land for Rs. 5 per acre; they 
have also made provision that if the land does not fetch any income, for 
acquiring those lands also a principle has been laid down for fixation of 
compensation and the rate is that the compensation shall be equivalent to* 
five times the annual income to be determined in the manner prescribed, 
but if the land fetches an income then ten times the annual raiyah rent 
for an equal area of cultivated land in the neighbourhood. Suppose, Sir, 
the rental of a bi^ha of land is one rupee and eight annas in the 
Neighbourhood, which is really under cultivation; now three times that 
Jpuld be rupees four and annas eight, and 5 times that figure is Rs. 22-8. 

w ith Ra. 22-8 they are purchasing one acre of land! This is proposed 
111 sub-clause 2 (o) of clause J3, and that is absolutely outrageous, and 
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violates all c&nons of justice and fairplay. Even when the land has an 
income, the utmost that the Government are willing to, give for the 
purpose of compensation, the compensation would be equivalent to ten 
limes of the net annual income to be determined in the manner prescribed 
Or ten times the annual raiyati rent for an equal area of cultivated land 
in the neighbourhood which the Collector may select. That is to say, 
when a land even though for the time being lying waste actually gives an 
income, to purchase such land at Ra? 45 (Rs. 15 per leant) per acre is 
simply astounding. Such are the outrageous provisions of the Bill. 
There is absolutely no urgency for the bill to be rushed through the House. 
These nrovisions should be laid before the public and their opinion 
obtained. These provisions constitute really expropriation of the owners 
of the land considering the compensation that is proposed to be paid for 
them. Sir, they are really afraid of using the machinery of the Land 
Acquisition Act, 1894, and instead of actually following the provisions of 
that Act, they want to acquire the huge quantities of waste lands in 
Bengal at mere song. They have become quite arbitary and have been 
violating section 299 of the Government of India Act. 

.Sir, what is the average price at which rice is being sold per maund 
at present in Bengal. The price is now ranging between Rs. 20 to Rs. 30. 
Sir, this has been the state of affairs since the war began, and the value of 
land has gone up considerably in the mofussil. It is difficult to get a 
bigliu of liind for less than Rs. 000 to Rs. 1,000 in the mofussil. 

This is a state of affairs in all parts of the country. The Government 
according to the provisions of this law will he able to acquire land lying 
fallow from owners at a mere song. Whoever ever heard that, waste or 
no waste, an acre of land, which is equal to 3 kanis, can be purchased at 
Rs. 5P But here, Sir, a hard and fast rule is laid down — a principle is 
laid down, beyond which the Collector cannot go and will not go. We 
know that under the Lund Acquisition Act the Collector awards a very 
low price for land acquired and then that becomes the subject of an appeal 
to the District Judge and we know that when it goes before the District 
Judge they really get the proper value of the land. In opening the case 
of Government Mr. Faslur Rahman stated that one of the real purpose of 
the Bill is not to take advantage of the provisions of the Land Acquisition 
Act, the reason being that the market value there laid down is so high 
that it i* not possible to make it the basis to determine the value of the 
land to be acquired. You became afraid to pay the market value provided 
under the Lund Acquisition Act because you want lakhs and lakhs of acres 
of land of waste land in Bengal at a mere song. You are laying down a 
principle which is outrageous and devoid of all sense of justice and fair- 
play. Therefore it should he circulated for eliciting public opinion. 

Then, Sir, the leader of tike European Group Mr. Morgan and his 
group are giving all sorts of support to this sort of legislation. They 
Know where the shoe pinches. But we inhabitants of the province of 
Bengal are really affected and Mr. Morgan having no interest started with 
the word “1 support”. We, Sir, who are vitally affected, are of the 
opinion that it is a matter which should go for eliciting public opinion 
thereon. There is no hurry, heaven will not fall if there is a delay of one 
or two months for getting public opinion. You have majority in the 
Legislature, you can carry it at any time in any way you like. But what 
is tin* harm in circulating it to see that the public have got to say regarding 
this Bill and after hearing what they say you may do what you like. 
This is a Bill which ought to ijeecivc consideration of the public. With 
these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Amendment moved that the Bengal Acquisition of 
Waste Land Bill, 1947, he circulated for the purpose of eliciting public 
opinion thereon by the 30th June 1947. 
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Mr. Morgan do you want to speak at this stage? 

Mr. C. MORGAN: I want to speak on the main motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then you should wait till the third reading or when’ 
the amendments are disposed of. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: All right, Sir. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Sir, 1 support the amendment moved 
hv Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. A Bill of like nature was published in the 
Calcutta Gazette on 30th January, 1947. The present Bill published on 
the 11th March is certainly an improvement over the old one. In the 
definition of waste land the meaning of crop has not been made clear 
whether thatch bamboo or shrubs for fuel or grass for fodder should be 
included in the definition of crop. % 

The “period” of keeping fallow has been kept vague. This should be 
cut and dried. As for instance a sentence like that the land has been 
kipt fallow sav from the year 1938 or 1940, would have been more wel- 
come and intelligible. There is no special mention of lands in urban 
areas. Do you come under the purview of this Bill? The word “any 
land” covers a wide field. A minimum piece of land say 100 acres should 
have been defined as “any land”. It is still unknown what would be 
the position of embankments or protective works which are non-crop 
hearing but arc required for cultivation work in places whore inundations 
me (omirnm. The fate of mela or grazing grounds hangs in the balance. 
The Bill as such seems to have been hurriedly drafted and requires consi- 
derable changes. 

A complicated legal question may crop up in matters of acquisition of 
permanently settled land by passing this Bill into law, whether this will 
supersede the contract of the Government with the zemindars of Bengal. 

The tenants of khas mahal lands of which the Government are the direct 
proprietors have not yet been favoured with any act contemplated in this 
bill although the Government as zemindars were pleased to enjoy the 
rutN of about one erore of rupees pci year foi about a century. The 

eminent of Bengal received revenue from the permanently-settled 
•u**as of Bengal to the tunc of nearly two crores and a half per year for 
Ji'tue than a century and a half. Can the Government of Bengal cite 
instances where they have undertaken free of charge for the benefit of 
the much maligned zemindars or much talked of cultivators any scheme 
" 4 development of culturahle waste land in Bengal in consideration of 
tin- huge sum the Government enjoyed for so many years. The tenants 
hv their efforts improved the lands and the zemindar Government kindly 
hul the lands surveyed after a fixed period and ineieased the rent. So 
the people have become very suspicious about the movements of the Gov- 
ernment. The first duty then is to do some acts to bring back the ronfi- 
•'vm-c. It is therefore proper for the Government to translate into action 
of the salutary measures contemplated in this Bill at first in the 
mahal areas. At least* let the Government set up one ideal village 
vhcre the people can enjoy the amenities of the town and one model agri- 
* ul tural farm with modern mechanised method of cultivation and develop 
cm- piece of land by irrigation or drainage. This experiment is not at all 
Then a Bill of this nature may not take even a week to pass 
tnmugh the Legislature. 

During the last Great War No. 2 large tracts of forest land belonging 
1,1 *he Government jjnd also to private persons have been deforested to 
7m-Pt war emergencies. 

There is a “Private Forest Act” to deal with private forests. It is 
4 " Lir the Government to take up afforestation business in the clear 
Gmd areas of the Government forests of Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri and 
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Chittagong. There is a little bit of afforestation work in all these places 
but the work must be speeded up considerably. Mr. T. M. Coffey, Chief 
^Conservator of Forests, said in the Rotary Club that only 9 per cent, of 
the surface land in Bengal is “forest” as against 14 per cent, in the whole 
of India and 20 per cent, in England. If it is so may I ask what the Go%>, 
eminent of Bengal did for so many years to increase the area of forests 
in Bengal? Why this question is raised so late? Is there any other 
motive underlying this when the Minister states that waste land should be 
converted into forests. Acquisition of culturable waste land for afforestation 
purpose seems out of place at the present moment. This should be reserved 
for food crops and portions of unculturable wastes may be developed for 
the purpose. The purpose of afforestation has not been stated in the Bill. 
But I presume that it is for the supply of fuel vhich is in great want now- 
adays and also for the regulation of rainfall. Quickest growing fuel 
plants take at least fifteen years to be ready for falling. Timber plants 
require at least half a century to be ripe. Forcing up fuel wood by 
coppicing or pollarding cannot be done at all places and this also takes 
about ten years in very fertile lands. Afforestation for the increase of 
rainfall should be done with caution after due flood control machinery has 
been set up. The account of annual rainfall, inundations in the last 20 > 
years district by district may serve as a guide. The Minister in charge 
has informed us of Co-operative Agriculture in Cox’s Bazar. If I am 
right 1 am very glad to hear that something fostered by the Government 
has succeeded which is probably a singular instance and lie also speaks of 
capitalism in agriculture. Quite so. This should be encouraged as far 
as possible to have mechanised cultivation. Why not then start joint- 
stock companies subsidised by the Government where the cultivators will 
he wage earners us envisaged by the Minister in charge. Of course that 
looks from the side of other people preposterous but for the development 
of waste land and for the development of noil-cultivated land, capitalism 
is certainly necessary at least for the time being. 

Lastly, the Bill being very controversial in nature should be circulated 
for public opinion. A Select Committee formed after the public opinion 
is received would be in a more advantageous position to discuss over the 
Bill and make necessary alterations. This procedure lias been adopted in 
the past in many provinces to save much loss of time in getting acts 
through the legislative bodies. 

I therefore commend the motion for the acceptance of the House. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I was sut prised b\ the 
opposition that has been given by Mr. Das and Mr. Sanya 1 to the motion 
lor reference of the Bill to a Select Committee — a Hill which is of great 
benefit to the country. 1 was astounded to find that a Bill which is 
intended to benefit the whole of this Province and a Bill which is intended 
to inaugurate u revolutionary experiment in agriculture, that Bill should 
be opposed by the Congress party in this House. On the contrary 1 had 
thought that Mr. Das would be* the first person to congratulate file Gov- 
ernment for btinging a measure of this nature. (Mr. Lalit Chandra 
1)as: If it was a national Government, certainly, we should not have 
opposed.) Sir, if 1 am to accept that contention of Mr. Das, then it cannot 
take up any beneficial measures for the country which in their opinion 
should be stopped because the Government bringing forward such legis- 
lation is of a communal character. If that i* bis proposition, then no 
legislation which is intended to benefit the country can be brought before 
this House for it would then be contended by tie same opposition that 
this Government is bringing forward this beneficial measure or that but 
it has not made any improvement*!!! agriculture, nor has it done anything 
to raise the standard of the masses, but when the Government do bring 
measures for that particular purpose they will come and say the intention 
of Government must be very bad, otherwise why should they want to bring 
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a measure like that, the Government being communal Government P Sir, 

I cannot really follow the logic of this argument of the opposition. 

Now, Sir. this is with regard to the question of Bentiment, but comiSJj 
fb the question of merits that Mr. Das has raised in the course of his 
speech 1 find that he has not been really able to make out a case for cir- 
culation of the Bill for public opinion. He has said with regard to the 
question of settling the waste lands with 10,000 ex-servicemen that they 
will be all Punjabis or other than Punjabis but not Bengalees. Sir, I may 
assure my friend and the House that all these ex-servicemen will be in 
practice Bengalees, and not Punjabis or persons belonging to any other 
Province. He has also referred to one clause in the Bill and remarked 
that these lands will be settled with persons displaced by circumstances 
over which they had no control. This has raised an apprehension in his 
mind and he says why it should not be provided in the Bill itself to the 
effect that these settlements should be confined to Bengalees alone. Sir, 
may I refer my freind to section 298 of the Government of India Act, 1935, 
which says: — 

“No subject of His Majesty domiciled in India shall on grounds only 
of religion, place of birth, descent, colour or any of them be ineligible 
for office under the Crown in India or be prohibited on any such grounds 

from acquiring, trade, business or profession in British India ” 

(Mr. Lalit Chandra Das: Well, we know that very well.) Sin this 
accounts for the absence of any such provision in the Bill. Then he said 
that Government should first experiment with other lands on co-operative 
method of farming — collective method of farming — and should be con- 
vinced that Government is in earnest . 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: One question, Sir, my freind was clear 
on one point, namely, about the settlement of land with the ex-servicemen 
he said that these men will be all Bengalees. Now, Sir, with regard to 
other lands will the Hon’ble Minister give us an assurance that these lands 
will be settled with no other than Bengalees. Will he please make it 
clear that these lands will be settled with Bengalees and no other people P 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I cannot give that assurance, 
Sir, I cannot give that assurance because the population of Bengal do not 
consist of Bengalees only. There are people of other provinces domiciled 
m Bengal and they have equal claim with the Bengalees. But about 
ex-servicemen I can say that they will entirely be Bengalees. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister give us a 
definition of domiciled — whether 10 years, 8 years or G years stay will 
make domiciled? 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Well, that depends upon the 
circumstances. Mr. Das as well as Mr. Sanyal referred to the Bihar 
refugees. Now, with regard to these refugees it is the responsibility of 
the Government of Bengal to look after them, it is an act of humanitarian 
that they have been given shelter and in course of time if for one reason 
ot other they become the responsibility of Government, in that case no 
discrimination will be made between the Bihar refugees and Bengalees 
who want to. settle here. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8. Now we know whv vou want this Bill 
for 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I made it clear that when they 
become the responsibility of the Government then this matter will be 
considered; but till then the question of Bihar refugees does not arise. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: We have understood you. 
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Th« Hofl’bl* Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN; With regard to the question of 
co-operative and collective farming, I do not quite understand what my 
Pfinds opposite want. I cannot really follow the argument of Mr. Da« 
.jftndi Mr. Sanyal that Government have not done this and Government have 
no| done that, or will they do this or will they do that, or Government 
should do this or should not do that with the waste, lands. Arguments of 
this nature do not help. We are acquiring these lands exclusively for 
use of certain men who will be in a better position to experiment on co-opera- 
tive and collective farming. Today we are doing this on the land of pea- 
santry oi debtor-holders or on the land of the zemindars, and if they do not 
co-operate then it is not possible for Government to make the experiment 
Government is at present doing this on a limited scale and as I have already 
said, we have experimented it in Cox’s Bazar where we have succeeded to a 
great extent Mr. Sanyal said that why we were not administering the 
Private r orest Act. He knows that in West Bengal the lands are practically 
becoming desert by erosion. If the evil effect of erosion is to be succeed 
fully checked it can only be done through acquisition of wastelands and 
planting forests on those lands. 


With regard to the question of compensation, I think the House will • 
agree with mo if it reads section 13. Section 13(») says: “In the case 
where the land was recorded as waste land under the denomination of 
1 uratan or Nutan l* a tit in the record-of-rights prepared during the first 
Distrist Survey and Settlement Operations and finally published under 
Chapter X of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885, and has remained uncultivated 
up to the time of publication of the notification under sub-section (7) of 
section 3, the immediate owner of the land shall get compensation at the 
rate of five rupees per acre”. 

These lands remained patit at the time of the first Survey and Settle- 
ment, in some cases 20 years ago and in certain other cases 80 to 85 years 
ago. The ownfcrs do not derive any income from the lands. The members 
opposite are protesting against the payment of Rs.5 per acre but do they 
not know that the Congress Government in United Provinces are paying 
Rs.4 per acre. (Mr. Lalit Ciiandea Das: I do not know.) When I 
say that, 1 say from facts. (Mr. Lalit Chandra 1)as: Well, that is a 
National Government.) That is also a communal Government in the sense 
you call this Government a communal Government. Now, Sir, the Floud 
Commission has recommended that in the case of acquiring proprietory rights 
the rate will be 10 times the income. In accordance with that we have also 
provided that the rate should not be more than 10 times the income. Under 
the Land Acquisition Act I cannot compute any compensation for these lands 
and therefore I have to get an Act passed for this purpose. But these 
matters can very w r ell be discussed in the Select Committee. Of course there 
may be difference of opinion on these matters. 


With (hose words, Sir. I oppose the circulation motion. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, ortler. The question before the House is 
that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 
80th June, 1047. 

The question was put and the amendment was lost. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8* Sir, I beg to move that in the personnel 
proposed in the motion for referring the Bill to a Select Committee, for the 
name ot Mr. Lalit Chandra Das ’ the name of “Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy 
Chowdhury” be substituted. 

Sir, I would like that Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury should taka 
my place. ^ 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: There is one point in this connection to which I 
would like to draw your attention, Mr. Das. How many members there are 
in your party P I find one party is not represented at all. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8* We are entitled to 4; we have got onlj 
3 in this. ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Anyhow as far as the present issue is conceijW ] 
leave it to you, Mr. Das, to decide whether* Mr. Birendra Kishore B 03 
Chowdhury should take your place. - ****** 

Mr. BI8WANATH ROY: So long, Sir, 3 members were taken from th< 
Congress and 1 member from the Nationalist Party was taken into the 
Select Committees. This time only 3 members have been included in the 
Select Committee from the Congress Party and no member from the 
Nationalist Party. So, if the other side agrees, 1 am ready to move a short 
notice amendment to include one more name to represent the Nationalist 
Party. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I do not think the Congress are really entitled tc 
more than two seats according to calculation. The Congress is not entitled 
to more than 2 members (I mean excluding the Ilon'ble Minister in charge 
of the Bill) forming a Select Committee. There are in the House 63 mem- 
bers altogether and the Congress according to their number is entitled tc 
two seats on such committees. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Our strength is more than 12 and tin 
Congress is entitled to 2. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In any case I am not going to raise that questioi 
today because the parties are yet in a fluid condition and we have nol 
received authorised lists of membership of each party. I just wanted tc 
mention that, nothing else. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: With reference to the Nationalist Party, 
Sir, we always used to get one seat. In this case through oversight we did 
not mention a name. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I would suggest that you come to an arrangement 
with Mr. Das in this matter. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Yes, Sir, I had a talk with Mr. Dux ad 
from next time onwards matters will he set right. 

Mr. AMULYAOHONE ROY: Sir, how many members constitute a 
party? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I shall look into that matter later on; take your 
seat please. 

Order, order. Motion moved that in the personnel proposed in the motion 
for referring the Bill to a Select Committee, for the name of “Mr. Lalit 
Chandra Das” the name of “Mr. Birendra Kishore Hoy Chowdhury” be 
substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN. I accept the amendment, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The question before the House is that in the 
personnel proposed in the motion for referring the Bill to a Select Committee, 
for the name of “Mr. Lalit Chandra Das” the name of “Mr. Birendra 
Kishore Roy Chowdhury” be substituted. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The next amendment, Mr. Das. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Not moved, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now comes the original motion. You wanted to 
•peak Mr. Morgan. You may do so now. 
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Mr. GEORGE MORGAN: I rise to support the motion moved by the 
Hjn’ble Minister for reference of this Bill to a Select Committee. My 
pai|y? Sir, like other parties in this House, have had little time to examine 
this Bill. We must confess however to serious misgivings regarding the 
<Htfy-j*eaching implications of the measure. It is proposed, Sir, in furtherance 
of certain policies, to invest Government with extensive powers of summary 
acquisition of land throughout the Province. Before agreeing to grant 
those powers this House must be satisfied firstly, that it is absolutely vital 
in the public interest that those powers be given, and secondly, that they are 
only exercised to the extent that is necessary, with the least possible damage 
to the interests of those persons whose lands are being taken from them. 

I do not propose at this stage to offer criticism of the declared purpose 
of Government in bringing forward this Bill; let us accept for the moment 
the plea that cultivable waste lands are required on a large scale and that 
the machinery of the Land Acquisition Act, 1894, is too cumbrous. We 
agree that it is lengthy and involved, and we are as anxious as the Hon’ble 
Minister to find ways and means of acquiring or resuming land, particularly 
for industrial purposes, by a simplified procedure. I hope the Hon’ble 
Minister will remember that we do agree w'ith him on this point when 
considering another measure before this House. 

Apparently, however, the main objection of Government to land acqui- 
sition procedure is the cost: the assessment of value would be too correct, 
too fair to the owner of the land. Government not only wants the land 
quickly but wants it for next to nothing. We shall be interested to hear 
in due course how the Hon’ble Minister proposes to justify the rates men- 
tioned in the Bill, which seems to us ta amount almost to complete 
expropriation. 

There are other aspects of this Bill which are causing us some concern, 
but I will refer only briefly to two of these. Firstly, the definition of 
cultivable waste land is much too wide: any land which does not happen 
to be cultivated on a certain date. There may be many perfectly valid 
Reasons why a particular plot of land may be left uncultivated; it may be 
'part of the land attached to industrial premises; it may be a recreation 
ground for football; it may be common grazing ground and, as such, an 
^essential integral part of rural economy. 

This matter of possible annexation of village grazing lands leads 
naturally to my last point, namely, the exercise of the powers to be con- 
ferred by this Bill by the subordinate officers of Government. The inten- 
tions of the Hon’ble Minister may he wholly benevolent in seeking these 
powers, but wbat this House is concerned with is the possibility of their 
misuse. The House should not be coptented with assurances: it must be 
seen that this measure, if passed into law, is framed in such away as to 
render it impossible for the officers of Government, who may not always 
keep in view considerations of justice and fair dealings, to utilise their 
powers in an arbitrary fashion. We are far from satisfied that the provi- 
sions of the Bill, particularly with regard to appeals, are not sufficient safe- 
guard for the public against injustice. 

With these remarks I support the motion for reference of the Bill to 
Select Committee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is 
that the Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947, be referred to a 
Seleqt Comimitee consisting of — 

(1) Mr. Syed Faxle Rabbi Chowdhury, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Abdul f atif Chowdhury, 

(3) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman, 

(4) Mr. Chowdhury Moauem Hossein, 
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(5) »• Sultanuddin Ahmed, 

(6) Mr. Amulyadhone Roy, 

(7) Mr. G. Morgan, C.I.E., 

(8) Mr. Patiram Roy, 

(9) Mr. Biren Roy, 

(10) Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 31st March, 1947, and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be five. 

(The motion was put and agreed to.) 

Discussion of the Supplementary Demands. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We will take up the discussion of Supplementary 
Demands now. Finance Minister. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALIs I will hear the debate and then 
reply. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You do not want to initiate the discussion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI : No, Sir 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, this discussion is nothing but post 
mortem examination and 1 only congratulate the Finance Minister for offer- 
ing this opportunity to speak a few words with reference to the speech made 
by him yesterday on the general discussion of the Budget. Sir, I cannot 
subscribe to the statement of the Ifon’ble Minister yesterday that Bengal 
is virtually enjoying independence under the suzerainty of Delhi. If in the 
period in the 18th century 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar you must confine yourself to the 
supplementary demands. The latitude given in the general discussion of 
the budget cannot be allowed in the discussion of the supplementary 
demands. You are raising a political question. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: This has bearing on the supplies, Sir, 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I am afraid you must change your manuscript. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Y on just hear me, Sir. I am coming to 
the point 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot allow you to make that speech. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: In this speech you will find, Sir, that 
it has bearing on the subject under discussion— — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Majumdar you are trying create a very danger- 
ous precedent, I may tell you. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: No, Sir, all the items concerned have 
been touched by me. Who does not know that the Raja 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar T am really very serious, I cannot 
allow you to make such a speech. You must speak on the supplementary 
demand or resume your seat. 

. Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: I am going into detail : just hear me, 
Sir, I can say that in the best interest of Bengal and in the best interest of 
Ihe Government of this province one should confine his attention to the 
interest of the people as a whole and not to one section alone. That is my 
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point. As regards the census, when census report continued without any 
bias. It is with the advent of the Muslim League Ministry that the report 
has undergone thorough manipulation. The Government oi' Mr. Fazlul Huq 
in which 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Mazumdar these are not the items included in 
the Supplementary Demand 

*? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: In the Civil Supplies it is included 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is included? 

Here is the Supplementary Estimate for the year 1946-47. There is no 
mention of Civil Supplies Department in it. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: I can criticise the Civil Supplies Depart- 
ment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You had your opportunity of criticising the Civil 
Supply Department at the time of the General Discussion of the Budget. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Also in connection with the Supple- 
mentary Estimate I can criticise the Government. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, there is no mention of the 
Civil Supplies Department in the Supplementary Estimate. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is what I have been trying to impress on 
Mr. Mazumdar. Mr. Mazumdar, if you are not ready to criticise these 
particular items you better not speak. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: The Hon’ble the Finance Minister raised 
several questions yesterday and I shall have to reply to them. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This is not the occasion on which you can speak 
on those matters. You should confine yourself to the particular items. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Can I not refer to the general mal- 
administration of the Province? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You cannot, I tell you. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Then what is the use of examining this 
item of expenditure which has already been spent. It is a sort of post 
mortem examination. It is nothing but a mockery. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I desire to draw your attention and 
the attention of the honourable members of this House to section 81 of the 
Government of India Act, 1935. It runs as follows: “81. If in respect 
of any financial year further expenditure from the revenues of the Province 
becomes necessary over and above f the expenditure theretofore authorised for 
that year, the Governor shall cause to be laid before the Chamber or Chambers 
a supplementary statement showing the estimated amount of that 
expenditure.” Now, Sir, this provision has not been observed by the 
Finance Minister. He should have anticipated the expenditure and before 
the expenditure was really incurred he should have taken the authority from 
the Assembly for the expenditure of this amount necessary and then he 
could have placed that before this House for criticism. He should have 
brought this earlier. He has not done that and it is a sheer mockery on 
the House itself to have to criticise an expenditure which has already been 
spent. The money the Government has spent under Grant No. 31 — Famine — 
is a huge amount — Rs. 2, 93, 31 ,900. So long you have been telling us and 
the Chief Minister was also telling us and the outside people that there was 
no famine but the papers here show that there is famine in some parts of 
Bengal. Anyway it proves very much that you wanted to minimise the 
situation and for what purpose you know best. I say, Sir, it is a very huge 
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amount which has been spent under this head when they say actually there 
is no famine. You did not spend so much money even when there was the 
actual famine during 1942-44. (The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
MrAZZAMUDDDr Hosain : lou must address the Chair and not the Minister. 
You are addressing “you”). That can be surely done. 

As a matter of fact. Sir, no details have been given how this expenditure 
was incurred. All that has been stated is that “the increase is due to 
purchase of accessory foodstuff such as ‘Ralston’ , milk-powder, dehydrated 
vegetables etc., for relief purposes; distribution of doles and clothings on 
a large scale; and opening of a larger number of cheap grain shops”. Were 
the Bills examined by any person to see how this huge amount was spent ? 
It^ was necessary that there should be vouchers for all kinds of expenditure. 
Were these examined and have you satisfied any committee that the monies 
were actually spent and spent according to the rules of accounts, 1 mean 
according to the rules of the Government. Or did somebody simply come 
f oi ward and su\ that such and such amount was spent and you only noted 
that dou rwmd y ou have accordingly nut down this huge amount before us 
saying— Well, this is the amount we have spent. This is a very bad habit 
altogether. You should have anticipated what is necessary for the purpose 
of meeting an extraordinary situation and having anticipated that, brought 
your supplementary budget in right time, say in the winter Session. Now 
tins is the fug end of the year. In the year closing month of March you 
have brought it and a few days more, the financial year would have been 
over, and piesenting if at this late stage you say that we incurred an 
expenditure of 2 crores 9d lakhs and dl thousand under “Famine (Grant 
.No. dl). That is an extraordinary demand. Criticism at this stage is 
useless. All that we want to say is that you must change this had habit, 
namely , presenting the supplementary budget at the fug cud of the year 
and a tew days more the financial year will he over. You should bring your 
supplementary budged in right time and then get it passed. 


Now I draw your attention. Sir. to the head “Police” (Grant No, 17). 
In the Explanatory Memorandum under this head it appears that “the 
in ci ease undei ‘Pay of Establishment ’ , is due to the strengthening of the 
Armed Branch of the Calcutta Police and that under ‘Other Contingencies’ 
is due to the rearmament of the Calcutta Police Force with d()d rifles and 
die purchase of 1(1 jeeps for the Calcutta Police”. Now, Sir, look at how 
has this strengthening of the Armed Branch of the Calcutta Police been 
effected ? It is. Sir, by importing from the Punjab a large number of 
cr-servicemen all Muslims. Now, how nice the position would have been 
had you placed this budget earh, ?./*., before importing these Punjabi 
(’./•-servicemen and asked for a grant like this? I think, Sir, in that event 
you would have got the advice from this House as well as from the Assembly, 
which has got the right to sanction or refuse a grant, that, if you require 
the Armed Force to be strengthened, you should do so by ' appointing 
Bengalis and not by importing the r.r-servieemen from the Punjab. You 
have deprived both the Houses of their right of criticism, of their right 
of persuading you to do the right thing at the right time. And in this 
matter of appointing ar-serv icemen from the Punjab as constables in the 
t aleutta Armed Forces, whether you heard us or not, there would have 
been the chance for us of appealing to your sentiments, to your feeling of 
local patriotism. We could have persuaded you in right time to take even 
the Bengali Muslims in the armed forces instead of importing the Punjabi 
Muslims, You have taken away that opportunity from us. Therefore I 
repeat that it is a bad practice to bring in supplementary budget estimates 
like this for criticism at the fag end of the year. 


p J ^ould like to touch also “Grant No. 20 — Charges on account of 
education, a token grant of rupee one for Muslim Education”. In the 
Explanatory Memorandum under this head it is stated “This token demand 
oi ite.l is made for the purpose of obtaining the assent of the Legislature 
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to the payment of a contribution of Rs. 4, 32, 000 to the Muslim Education 
Fund which has been created this year for the advancement of Muslim 
Education. The balance of the contribution will be met out of savings 
elsewhere in the current year's Education Budget." 

Sir, you have cut away a very important grant, for it actually made for 
the expansion of science in the Calcutta University. There they cut out 
9 lakhs. Can the balance be met out of the savings made on that head? 
If not, then it is a grievous wrong done to Education. If this grant had 
been presented in right time before the House we could have pointed out 
the necessity of such a provision along with that for Muslim education, 
Madrassahs and other things. Sir, an allotment should be made for help- 
ing and starting a hostel for scheduled castes students. Have you made 
any such provision. 1 think you have not. (The Hon’ble Mr. Mohammkd 
Ali: Yes.) But then a much larger grant is necessary and we would 
have been able to point that out to you when the provision was brought 
before the House; we could have pointed out to you what the grant should 
be in comparison w f ith the*provision made for the education of the majority 
community. No, Sir, this token grant will not do. That men are suffering 
from severe hardships in respect of education 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, I rise 
on a point of order. According to Rule 10 of the Procedure Rules of this 
House u member desiring to make any observations on any matter before 
the Council shall speak from his place, shall rise when lie speaks, and shall 
address the President, etc. But he k addiessing members direct as “you, 
you", etc. Js this in order? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8! Yes, Sir, 1 am aware nt this rule and 
observe it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He lias not addressed any member personally but he 
really means the Chair. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: 1 am appealing to the treasury benches 
through the President, Sir. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: But, Sir, he is 
using expressions “\ou” meaning not the Chair but the Ministers. He is 
putting questions direct and not in the third peison. 

+ Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, please don’t put an\ question to the 
Hon’ble Ministers direct. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I mas say at the very outset that 
whatever I do say 1 am saying through the President. The Hon'blc Minister 
should not be so thin-skinned. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That is an unparliamentaiy piactice and it should 
not be allowed to develop, 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No. Sir, there is no such fear; but at 
the snine time the Minister should not be so thin-skinned. When the 
Minister whom 1 am addressing is not objecting, I do not think lie should 
interrupt. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But the rules of the House should be observed, 
Mr. Das. You should not forget that. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But, Sir, be need not do so 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The Leader of the House is perfectly 
right in drawing attention of the Chair to this breach of rules. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I do not say that that he is not right, 
but I simply say that he need not be so thin-skinned as that. 
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Anyway, Sir, all that I do say is that the grant for accommodation of 
scheduled antes students i9 absolutely inadequate and it the lion' ble Minister 
concerned had brought forward this proposal at the right time, then we should 
certainly have considered the matter and moved tor ample provision for the 
education of the members of that community, so that there would not have 
been any room for complaint whatsoever on this score. 

The last observation that I would make is that the demand for such a 
huge amount in the supplementary demand only proves that the Hon'hle 
Finance Minister did not anticipate properl \ the expenditure of things to come. 
We think the Finance Minister should a1wa\ s he of such capacity that he 
should he able to anticipate coming events and make cm responding provi- 
sion for them. The amount asked tor is so huge that it onl\ shows the 
extreme carelessness with which the original budget was diaun up. 

Mr. PATIRAM ROY : ?rofa WT?. supplementary ?TC$Clfa 

fare srer <f?r ot^swr cot to r at ?rwctfa fates vs w far, to ot ?rr to 
jot otItto R*fi to ot srr fafa? i aro r to heads ivwjr head 
rr fafa? to w nf$R ?tr rt? 5?n a;>T aRro? tort? rr tort 
R* fl TO TO faRRI TO >OT Bihar refugee R? 3RT G*> &T*T TO OT TORI 

faro w to st?tot? mm aRR sir? Sto far? sot? to ?stf? 

*n at refugee r? to to cto? otto ac?R str? mm ??t rc$ wrewi 
fa^5 a* r fayfasro? stw ^ St?t to to rrc ?tr? to. mro TORt fa ?t r 
faro tot?? tot-pt wri at fayfat r^isR? «rt toto ent ere 3 t?t to to to 
r 5to toto ?e cron to Sir* to TOjn tot? to at tobtfrct? 

jtfOTfam toc to ?$; mu. at f«ra1w? w sfaro ^ttjt ?t?to ?r sttto? 
pto to a?" totstr as tos r tot? bt toi*t to m *ti ?m pi 

?ts?tc 1? faR a to? ?r $Tfar? faro to ere ere to totti a*? at r 

faTO l R? $RT R TO TO TO TO 5*B OTT fa?T? fare I R**Sl? TO'fW ?C*PT 

Jrw wrwt to wro *f??r sr. awe at r fa? ?ix*n wfR- 

:•■$? wr mm crofar ?t OTt? ?t?1 wrItst fa^ c<pg1? wfwij tostt ^rRC'fr? 

R TOl 3TOTO TO r^5 CTO faRRl R CTO ?T&?Rl? at OTT, ?TW? «PT$R? at 
OTT faR TO 2RR?. TOT TO TO- ~3TR? TOT flTRTR? WR--~faP$ 

^TRl? sre TO 5T?*T faR ?fa SW? TO bj 5T’ ?T^T? RR WOT WT r?C5 

?Tfa ?n 

a? n? wfa Grant No. 13 a— ^ to ?r?w irrTO jPFT ?t? ??t crri at 
TO faR TO WfRS ?p?n? fafarc mm Executive Officer R? TOW 
TO faRR I ?R5? CWR a? TOT WTOl TOW H^OT ?T ?T at 

5t>f TO faR 3TR? R-!pvRTR? JfPSPTTfaF «R,^TR? ^T? TOf ETPSRT? *(R R*n 5yfa«TT 

to rot tori wot pto afrr fanr srar w w at Ft’f ^r? rsto wot «fawiR? 

rtR? propaganda OTT WjrtOT ?^??T TORI a*tfaeiR ?P3?TtOT fa? ?KTO, 

mm c<r ??s tor fa^rfae ?r tc$r i at ^ to fa?r ottoI to otr- 

TO Rt fa? OT? propaganda? 5T^??T OT mi ?T*?l?lfa?^-fa? r^T? ff’R »tTt; 
at e>T TO fa?T TO I ?PBTT TO atlministration a? aCTO TO?T JTPff* 

5 nff*5T fa^TO W?RI 3CTOF TOTO StfaTOR? OT yPSWTOTR S"«fa a?« faRIR? 
TORT OT TO l JTPOTfOT TO5TT «(!*tW a?? ?’RR R, 3T?T ^ 

fatig jpsrtr ? ?c<n TOtfar wto ?r i mm ^^rc^? fater faeTRs a*ra a^ artffaT- 
to Otto «ttr r w rto r»t ?^tt to TO.Btr ne«fR^ fa?^r 

R?^T wfa nrfa at Assembly, Council House a?t Secretariat* 
Ylm Upper Division* Clerk WR? 3*1 CH? S^T? HTOCTR faROT OT ?I ?TI 
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Assembly $ Councils *(<^CH< CTO Secretariate w£ ranke derkwn CTO 

etrror to i ^ ^ srtn *r®rn Tot etfrorc «nro swn 

siRCTOt promotion e CTO fTOJ Secretariate Wl ranker 

qfTORW4 TOT W W5 TO^T TOW 1 TOtoC'fa at msUfT ^SPTHt Wlf^T PTOFTW 4* ta- 

fre* aw i wfcnc'Sn 4 m orton m '<m to i tost a tot tots *nf? 

C*T ?TT?T fmtCTOTO? TOT TOCnn l ? T^ s fW 8 ^ JR ant 4?FT *r? I a^T 

mvtral* wfcmfri TOsfc ®*rar whotw fcror TOcmci a to?t am *fai (Mr. 

Haridas Majumdak: CR>T tr^Il) 

TO*R TOR TOT C’W fw fro* 5 ! 5T*TOl ton TOT «R^T5 — 4* 3TTTC5 TOFTW 
T<CH4 n^InnT Inc? I51CK4 tTOR 4C< CTOTR TOW TOT StR> 1 a^siT ®[M CTO, 
W RlTO $C?R l CTOJ n^TTOR 5RSRR ton WW TOR f*TTO TOT 

CTOR faCTO TOW TO STO, ST TO F$R, TO5 TOIOT eTTCfa m£ I fTO^ TOR TOW 
®tR$ ’FUTW R ^ it® TOR KTO TOT fa TOW TO 5TC^ BTWlS. TOTW?t 

<mm fro i to nrcscfr TOtlstp srrfon escrow ton 

«tfaTnif 3?TR TO WRCW ?TO£ W&T recurring TO nnfal at <0? cTT«C ^WT recurring 
TO $3fa fait TOTTO TO*tl TO a<^T TO at tn Muslim Education Funda 

m to Srro n^nfrot mm wenew, sics jror nfnnr to to tort^r ijtor 
sn*ffa TOto tos to nemfr r«st c’cncwi a w tor to^r to at cn 

B^4pgt STlTO Sm R *tfaTO (>T4T R«5T SRCS 3TCTO TO*t SWW TO6 R*t1 1 TO 
a?F^ ms <W ®fifa TOm, R HTTO 5 ! Education Fund TOW W Education Fund 

ntnrom tocto tos mw to to to ^stswr wtrp cro? m cw malncTOR, 

TOS»t P# W TO*I Kund WjT fMl 

TO RRT ^5RR ^aHTCTR *T5 5*PFTS if'CS WA TOT 5^3TO5< WTC'^? SS !W< 5'C5 TO 

m, to«t a^r rto, wtw to ^'cs to m - , 

otI «irtoi at f*mr toc^R at toi mw cro 

Snte CTO CSITR-^ tTC^ TOMt*U <‘IC^t TOT^TT <RR[ C^ ? iTC*T Education Department 
ntasr ro <rcw^ c<*r ^tor *ra*i a<‘< c<t»irc^ at to \ww «tjto ^ 

«(tw? h^tor c^tuc^ nyiTORwa ®RT $af«a 5=r;^ tor rr mti w 

CTO J^TORCHlt VIR Fund 5’^, TOTT ^T t5^ SRT «RT WPW mi 

•n^ bt^ $T«FT?[ OTi temporary TO ^R 'I'FJ STO i>RT ^CR, CRT? TO ^TlTOT 

mti mtsn? snnla^f ®otr5 ton setfre’w tot hto<t ^tcw mnn toi 

t*r^m tow *gT5W*t ^amn ^ w< *rc^ at toi faro ^Rcwn, tos toi 

zrm Wro tow at jtoto «rrts« tot nT& ere £rt cto ao 

«rc Srts Ikcsh ^'t'est wi?T tor m cn:^ «itoct ton ®tsT^ tow i totu w 
rnn*t tot 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 presume that the discussion ot Supplementary 
Demands will eontuiue. Is that the idea Y 

The Hon'ble Mr. MOHAMMED AU: Yes, Sir, some members ot the 
Government Part s will also speak. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then we may adjourn the House now and tomorrow 
we shall take it up again. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: I understand 
there is a Hindu festival tomorrow. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not know it the Assembly is closed tomorrow’. 
In any case we do not go by the time-table of the Assembly. If the 
honourable Hindu members want a holiday tomorrow for the “Baruni” I hope 
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the Muslim members will not stand in their way. It is, in any case, for 
the House to decide whether there should be sitting* tomorrow or not. 

The Hon'ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: We can have no objection, Sir, 
if the other side, if the Hindu members want a holiday. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If tomoriow the House does not sit and if this dis- 
cussion of the Supplementary Budget is not continued tomorrow the next 
sitting day is on Friday, but then Friday is a non-oiiicinl day and the 
Supplementary Budget cannot he taken up on Friday. That will upset the 
time-table, will it not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAUAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Yes, a bit. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I am sure you realise the ditli- 
cultips, Sir, but we do not stand in the way of oui h lends opposite. It is 
a question of religious festival. We eannot oppose it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: The member' ot my party are insisting 
that they should have a holiday tommrnw for the festival. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: All right. As the Hindu members want a holiday 
tomorrow the (io> eminent an* also agreeable the House stands adjourned 
till 2 -d() p.m. on Friday. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2 -00 p.m. on Fndav, the 21st March, 

1047 . 
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MEMBERS ABSENT. [19th Mabch, 1947.] 

Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 19th 
March, 1947 : — 

(1) Mr. Ti. P. S. Bourne, 

(2) Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury, r 
(-‘1) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(4) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(;')) Mr. Eric Dermot Doyne, 

(6) K him Bahadur Shaikh Fazal Ellahi, 

(7) The Hon ’hie Mr. Abdul Gofran, 

(8) Mr. Mungtunmi Jaipuria, 

(9) Khan Bahadur Alhadj Shaikh Muhammad Jan, 

(10) Mr. Humavun Z. A. Kahir, 

(11) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(12) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish, 

(U) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, and 

(14) Dr. Kumud Sankar Hoy. 
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First Session, 1947— No. 22. 


The Cofncil met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
Calcutta, on 21st March, 1947, at 2-3') p.m., being the 22nd day of the First 
Session of 1947, pursuant to section G2(2>(<i) of the Government of India 
Act. 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Hoy, k.c.i.b.) was 
in .the Chair. 

Point of Privilege. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of privilege, Sir. On Friday 
last Mr. Deputy President was in the Chair and the Hon'ble Finance Minister 
laid before the House the accounts of the province and the Report of the 
fffuditor-General thereon and we wanted to move a motion thereon. It was 
understood that it would be taken up first thing today. Day before yesterday 
we called on you in your Chamber, Sir, and we understand that a certain 
compromise was arrived at with regard lo the Resolution. We however 
have not got a copy of the resolution. Can we get a copy now, SirP 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I understand, Mr. Das, a copy of the resolution was 
sent to Government for their views. I would therefore propose to discuss 
the matter with Hon’ble Finance Minister as regards the form of the resolu- 
tion. It can be taken up any time today. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: All right, Sir. 

Non-official Resolutions. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir. 1 beg to move that this Council is of opinion 
that the Government of Bengal be strongly urged upon to take vei v early 
steps to found a Muslim Cmversity in Bengal on the line of Aligarh Muslim 
1 iu\ ersity and other similar .special Cnivcisities of the world and to enact 
suitable legislation for that purpose. 

Sir, this is a most important resolution from Muslim educational point 
<d Mew. At the very beginning I want to clear a misconception about this 
resolution. I do not move this resolution w ith any communal motive. 
There is nothing communal in the proposition. Sir, this resolution asks 
for special facilities for the Muslims of Bengal in view of their very back- 
wardness in the field of education, so that they may make a very rapid 
progress in the field of education to make up their deficiency. For this 
purpose it is urgently necessary that special facilities should be given to 
Muslims and other backward classes who are very backward in education 
and the policy of giving special facilities Mis not only been not admitted in any 
system of public instruction of this country but also have now been put into 
operation from many decades. Many special institutions such as Benares 
Hindu University, Sanskrit College in Calcutta, Islamia College, Aligarh 
Muslim University have been established which justify the soundness of 
this policy. The Commissions and Committees which have investigated into 
the causes of the backwardness of Muslim education recommended the 
soundness of this policy and the Calcutta University Commission, which 
published its report in 1917-19 in Fart 1, Chapter \ I of Volume I of that 
report the Commission remarked “Mussulmans have their own tradition and 
ideal, — tradition and ideal which are the common property of Islam but 
which cannot be identified with those of any other communities. Promindht 
among the ideals which sway the ordinary Mussalman — the conviction that 
abthing would compensate for the loss $f ifche conscious membership of 
the Great Mussalman community of die world. So - while the Bengali 
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Mussulman is genuinely anxious that the commutity reap the full benefit 
of secular education, he is not prepared to take these benefits at the price 
of any real sacrifice of Islamic tradition, culture and custom. The feelings 
of the Muslims have been tinged with not unnatural pride, its traditional 
culture, the culture which was evolved during the great days of Islam. 
The Indian Muslims like the Hindu patriots feel towards India as their 
mother land. The ideals of Islam, their conception of society are at once 
cosmopolitan”. * 

The Indian Education Commission of 1882 practically made similar 
remarks strongly recommending for special facilities to the Muslims by way 
of special scholarships, stipends, establishment of special institutions for 
Muslims. Dr. W. W. Hunter in his book “Indian Muslims” in 1871 
ascribed to the system of education introduced by the Britons the cause of 
Muslim backwardness in education. He wrote “Our system of public 
instruction ignores the three most powerful instinct of the Muslims. 
According to deep thinking men secular education signally failed in Ireland. 
In 1913 Mr. W. Hornell as Chairman also recommended the establishment 
of special institutions for Muslims. The Secretary to the Government of 
India, Education Department, in his letter dated 1913 stated the necessity 
of establishing special institutions for Muslims at important Muslim centres 
of population. The Calcutta University Commission stated that up to 
Matriculation class on 31st March 1917 the number of Muslim pupils was 
less than 1 / 5th of the Hindus. In other words, though the Muslims 
represent 52 7 per cent, of the population of Bengal Presidency their children 
constitute only about 1 /5th of boys and girls who were receiving secondary 
education. In 1916-17 the percentage of Muslims in the high schools w&s 
only 26-5 per cent, and only 7 3 per cent, appeared in the Matriculation 
examination in that year. On account of the slow progress of Muslim 
education in Bengal the University Commission recommended “We consider 
it desirable that a college for the Muslims should be established in Calcutta.” 
In pursuance of their recommendation the Islamia College was established. 
The majority of those who oppose communal representation are in favour 
of communal colleges, even a communal University. Mr. R. N. Gilchrist, 
the then Principal of Krishnagar College, favoured the establishment of a 
separate University for Muslims. Mr. S. G. Dunn of the Muir College, 
Allahabad, considered that the needs of particular communities such as the 
Muslims should be met by the establishment of special Universities. 
Mr. Mark Hunter, the then Director of Public Instruction of Burma, 
expressed the same view in favour of a communal University. Rightly or 
wrongly there is a strong feeling amongst Muhammadans that though they 
are numerically superior to other communities in Bengal, and are making 
every effort to* advance in education, very little regard is paid to their 
requirements in the University. Mr. Sharpe was of opinion that the 
Muslims require larger representation on the governing body. This can be 
best arranged by the establishment of special University as centres of 
Muhammadan education, like Dacca and Chittagong. For their backward- 
ness, for the backwardness of Muslims in higher education, the Calcutta 
University Commission in paragraph 102 of 'Volume I of their Report 
advocated special facilities for rapid progress of Muslim education. In 
paragraph 103 of Chapter VI of Volume I, Part I of their report the Calcutta 
University Commission made the following specific recommendation in the 
ollowing words : — 

“A satisfactory solution of the difficulties in the wav of Muslim education 
s not unattainable. It will be found — we hope it will be found — partly in 
the establishment of Muslim colleges, halls of residence and hostels in which 
the tone of thought will be congenial to Muslims and their way of life and 
Worship observed; partly by endeavouring to ensure that, where there are 
considerable groups of Muslim Students in any college their tutorial anj) 
social needs should be provided for; partly through a reconstruction of tne 
University which should welcome tne erudition *of Muslim teachers and 
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other Istftnuc scholars chosen for their eminent learning not from Bengal 
only but out of the whole Islamic world and should furnish them with 
opportunities of teaching and research. Sir, purposely I have referred to 
the opinion of this expert body like the Calcutta University Commission, an 
Indian Education Commission, to prove that there is no communal question 
involved in this resolution. The necessity of such a University was felt, 
advocated by many learned bodies, learned non-Muhammadan educationists 
in the past. The Government of India as well as the Government of Bengal 
have already realised the necessity of special facility for the Muslims in the 
field of education. There is no danger of communulism in this demand for 
larger facility. Muslims of Bengal have been demanding special facilities 
for more than a century. An All-India Muslim deputation waited upon the 
then Lord Minto on 1st October, 1900, at Simla and presented a memorial 
containing Muslims’ grievances and the need for establishing a Muslim 
University as a centre of their culture and tradition. The Hartog Committee 
which as auxiliary to the Simon Commission investigated into the progress 
of education in India in their report published in 1929 after reviewing the 
causes of the slow growth of Muslim education specially in Bengal, at page 
20(1 of their report remarked as follows : — * 

“If, therefore, special arrangements inside the public system of education 
were made now and possibly for some time to come, to enable Muhammadan 
community to take its full share of life and in the advance of the nation, 
this would not in our opinion be inconsistent either with sound democratic 
or sound educational principles.” 

Then that committee recommended to the Government of Bengal to give 
facilities to the Muslims in all possible ways for making up the great leeway 
in the field of Muhammadan education. As the expression of the principle 
which was involved in the resolution quoted above remarks, 1 now come 
to the most important question, that is why a Muslim University is needed 
in Bengal, to accelerate the progress of Muhammadan education. I have 
tried to show to some extent the need for such institution in Bengal by 
quoting the opinion of committees and learned bodies like the Calcutta 
University Commission and the Hartog Committee. Now I will prove the 
miserable condition of Muslim education as it prevails in Bengal at present. 
I will quote some figures to show how the Muslims still lug behind in the 
field of education. The latest figures disclosed to this House in. reply to a 
question of mine by the Hon’ble Education Minister were that in 1940-41 
there wore 7, (Hid, 090 Muslim students in the primary stage, that is their 
percentage was 51, but in the middle stage that number from 17 lakhs 
dropped to 50,000, that is to 20 per cent. In the higher stages it was still 
further reduced to 50,443, that is to 25 per cent. In Arts colleges it was 
i educed to 7.07b. i.e., to 20 7 per cent, and in professional colleges it was 
i educed to 850. i.e., to 12 2 per cent. In technical schools and commercial 
schools it was 2,239, that is, 20 9 per cent, and in commercial schools it 
was 500, i.e., 21 8 per cent. Even if we compare the figure for 1940-41 with 
the figures of 1945 it will be seen that fliere has not been any' appreciable 
increase in the number within these five years, in number or in the 
percentage. Bather in some respects it has been reduced. In the primary 
Mage the number of Muslim students has rather decreased from 17 lakhs to 
10 lakhs that is from 54 9 per cent, to 54 5, though it seems to have increased 
by a slight extent at the middle stage. From 50,000 to 70,000 that is 31 -9 
in high stage it has been increased to 00,091 that is from 25 5 per cent, to 
’20 per cent. In Arts Colleges its number has decreased. Here it is found 
7,000. that is, from 20 4 to 19 3 per cent. In professional colleges it has 
increased from 12*2 to 15 4 per cent. In technical schools it has increased 
a little, that is ‘2,392. It has increased in percentage and not in number. 
Compared with the latest figure with the figures of 1927 we find that during 
tW 30 years the progress of Muslim education has not been considerably 
advanced. That is in 1927 the percentage of Muslim in primary stage was 
51. It has increased only by 3 per cent., that is, 54 5 per cent. In Abe middle 
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atage it has increased by 12$ per cent. But inhigli stage it is 5 per cenl 
only. It was 15-5 per cent, in 1945, it is now 19*5 per cent. In Arts College 
from 14 per cent, to 19 per cent, that is, an increase of 5 per cent. I: 
professional college from 14 per cent, to 15 per cent., that is, 1 per cent 
At this rate if the Muslims are to progress it will take a century to make u] 
the leeway in respect of education. It is apparent from the percentage o 
Muslim to the total number of population that the progress of Muslin 
education is very slow during th$ period from 1927 to 1947. From thes< 
figures it will be proved that the percentage of Muslims getting educatioi 
is very inadequate and it has practically remained steady, in the iniddh 
stage it has increased a little and in the high stage it has increased by 1 pei 
cent, and in Arts Colleges it has increased to 5 per cent. So Bengal lag* 
behind compared with the education of Muslims in other provinces. It wil' 
be seen that Bengali Muslims lag far behind as compared with their brothei 
Muslims in other provinces in the field of education. According to the 
Hartog Committee’s report, in Bengal the ratio of people is far less than 
that of Muslim population. The ratio of Muslim population is 54 per cent, 
but the students in the Arts Colleges is 14 2 per cent. In Madras the 
percentage of Muslim population is (i*7 but the percentage of Muslim pupils 
is 11. In United Provinces the percentage of Muslim population is 148 
and the percentage of Muslim pupils is 18. In Bihar, the percentage of 
Muslim population is 10*0 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Nur Ahmed, I may just tell you that half-an- 
liour is the time-limit given to the mover of a resolution and you have 
nearly reached that time-limit. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I shall very briefly refer to the present condi- 
tion of the Muslim education especially in the higher education. During 
the last 10 years from 1981 only 2,225 hoys have passed the Matriculation. 
Of successful candidates only 9(1 passed I. Sc. against 1.04(1 ol the Hindus. 
Only IS passed B.Se. against 5(11 Hindus. The number of Muslim students 
who passed M.Se. from 1985-88 was 14 against (15(1 of the Hindus. In 
1988-89 the percentage of the Hindu hoys who went to high schools trom 
primary schools was 74 *5 and such number of Muslims was 28 7 only. Sir. 
only 18 Muslim boys passed M.Se. during the 5 \ears from 1985. As my 
time is m> l do not want to dwell on other aspects ot the question. I think 
I have already sutiicientU shown what i* the pie^ent condition of Muslim 
education in Bengal. It is still 1,5th in higher education. So special 
facilities are needed in the field of education. Don't you think that it the 
Muslims are not educationally equipped for taking equal share ill the 
administration of the country they will not he able to do greater good to this 
great count r\ ? I appeal to my friends to consider this demand for giving 
special facilities to the Muslims and 1 hope they will support my resolution. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that this Coum il is of opinion that 
the (iovermnent of Bengal he strongU urged upon to take very earh steps 
to found a Muslim University in Bengal on the line of Aligarh Muslim 
University and other similar special Universities of the world and to enact 
suitable legislation for that purpose. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I rise on a point of privilege again. 
May we know when the Government resolution will be in regard to the 
Public Accounts Committee? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am going to discuss that matter. Will you please 
wait for some time. Let Mr. Kabir move his amendment. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, I beg to move my amendment to the 
resolution of Mr. Nur Ahmed ihat for all the words beginning with “found 
a Muslim University in Bengal” and ending with “for that purpose,” the 
following be substituted, vi*. : — 

“secure the advancement of Muslim education, in Bengal specially wifh 
a, view to enable the Muslim community to make up their leeway 
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in scientific and technical education by providing for free tuition, 
boarding and lodging in medicine, agriculture, the sciences and 
technologies for all meritorious students who secure more than 60 
per cent, marks in the Matriculation Examination of the Calcutta 
University or the Board of Intermediate Studies, Dacca, and the 
grant of suitable stipends and scholarships to other deserving 
students selected on the recommendations of a Board composed of 
two educationists nominated by each of the Universities of Calcutta 
and Dacca.” 

As amended the resolution will therefore read as follows:— 

That this Council is of opinion that the (iovernment of Bengal he 
strongly urged upon to take very early steps to secure the advance- 
ment of Muslim education in Bengal specially with a view to enable 
the Muslim community to make up their leeway in scientific and 
technical education by providing for free tuition, hoarding and 
lodging, in medicine, agriculture, the sciences and technologies 
for all meritorious students who secure more than (10 per cent, 
marks in the Matriculation Examination of the Calcutta University 
or the Boa id of Intermediate Studies, Dacca, and the grant of 
suitable stipends and scholarships to other deserving students 
selected on the recommendations of a Board composed of two 
educationists nominated by each of the Universities of Calcutta and 
Dacca. 

(At this stage the Deputy President took the (’hair.) 

Mr. Deputy President. Sir, 1 think it will not be necessarv for # me to 
make a long speech in support of my amendment. To a very large extent 
1 find m\ honouiahle friend who moved the resolution has advanced argu- 
ments which are arguments not in favour of his resolution but in favour 
of an amendment of the type which I have placed before the House. The 
mam argument which he placed was that the Muslims are today educationally 
backward and for that they require certain special facilities, and it is only 
vith a view — — 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: On a point of Order. Is the 
amendment really in order, Sir P 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: It lias been moved. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: It has been found to he in order. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: The amendment seems to he 
totally of a different, kind, different altogether from the purpose of the 
resolution itself. It must haw some connection with the resolution hut 1 
fmd it has not. The amendment is a good resolution standing by itself, 
ami I should welcome an opportunity to discuss it hut not in tin* form in 
which it is brought, namely, in the form of an amendment to a resolution. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Fortunately before taking the chair 1 
consulted the very point with the Hon’hle President and the llon’ble 
President is of the opinion that it is in order and he has referred me to page 

of Ma\’s Parliamentary Practice. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Thank you, Sir. If I might digress for a 
moment, I would draw the attention of my honourable friend who raised 
this point of order to the recognised parliamentary practice by which a 
mover of an amendment is permitted to remove every single word of the 
^riginal resolution following after the words “That the House resolve.” 

I believe that the Question raised bv my friend regarding the inadmissibility 
M my amendment nas been already settled bv you. Anvway, as I have 
Pointed out, my friend, as a practitioner of faw, should be more aware 
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of parliamentary procedure and practice and as an experienced parlia- 
mentarian he should not forget things which he himself has done in the 
past. 

I will now, Sir, proceed with the amendment which stands in my name. 
I would go further and say, by whatever name you like to call it, that there 
is a definite proposal in it, a definite suggestion for carrying out the very 
purposes of the honourable the mover of the resolution. He wants that, in 
view of the backwardness of the Muslims educationally, special facilities 
should be provided for them so that the backwardness may be overcome 
That is the whole purport of his resolution. I do not think there is any 
particular point or any special fascination for the words “Muslim Univer- 
sity”. And here in passing I may also say that in a sense the words 
‘Muslim university” are a contradiction in terms. A University is a place 
where the universe meets. It is a university where the whole universe is 
invited for the exchange of knowledge and learning. To talk of a 
“Muslim University” is to ask for (as we say in Bengali) Shonar Pathar Bati 
(an earthen cup made of gold). What my honourable friend wants is 
more facilities for Muslim education but what he exactly means by demand- 
ing “a Muslim University” for the purpose, he did not make clear in his 
speech; at least I am afraid that the wording of his resolution does not make 
it clear. 

What do the terms “a Muslim University in Bengal on the lines of the 
Aligarh Muslim University” and “other similar special universities of the 
world” mean P There are certainly special universities in the world; there 
are technological universities, there are universities which deal with arts 
subjects, universities which are confined to particular branches of knowledge 
or learning. But I do not think there are other special universities of the 
particular kind that my honourable friend has in mind. Sir, one of my 
friends mentions the name of the A1 Azhar University. That,’ however, is 
au institution that is not a Muslim University in the sense in which it is 
used in the resolution. It is a university in the real sense of the term, 
whose doors are open to people of all climes and races, not only today but 
has been so for centuries. And people from the farthest reaches of China 
and South Africa have come there and received education. 

Coming to the Aligarh Muslim University, what is the special Muslim 
characteristic applicable to itP And what is it that we exactly understand 
by the expression “Muslim University”. Is there any physics called 
Muslim physics P Is there anything like “Muslim biology” P Or is there 
anything like Muslim Chemistry P What exactly is to be understood by 
this expression P I quite agree w ith my friend* that today for various 
reasons the Mussulmans are unfortuntely, educationally backward. Among 
those reasons one, though not the chief, reason is the mistaken policy of 
the leaders of that community. When English education was introduced 
in the country, the Mussulmans did not at first take to it. They kept aloof. 
I can understand their psychology. I can sympathise with it. People who 
were in power were all on a sudden reduced to the position of subjects. 
People who had hitherto been accustomed to education through a particular 
medium suddenly found that medium changed. It caused a mental revul- 
sion of feeling and they boycotted English education of the type taught. 
Sir, it is a psychology that is understandable, but not at all logically 
defensible or defensible from the point view of the interest of the community. 
The educational backwardness of the Mussalmans todav is largely due to 
the fact that when European education was introduced into this country, 
the Mussalmans kept aloof. Ever since that time, we have been trying to 
make up the leeway, Attempts^re being made in this direction. The 
object is common, namely, the provision of special facilities for the Mussal- 
mans. This is an object to which I think not a single member of the Hoqse 
is opposed. Every one of the members here wants that all communities in 
India, and Mussalmans who form one of the major communities in India 
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and the majority community in Bengal, should not be educationally back- 
ward; they should be at least equal in educational standards with the other 

communities. 

Today we live in the days of democracy. Democracy means the rule of 
the masses, of the people. If the masess are not educated, they cannot take 
a wider and broader outlook about the affairs which govern the relations 
between man and man. The whole country will suffer in such case. For 
the sake of his own interest, every Hindu should therefore support every 
measure which wants to advance Muslim education. Disraeli said long ago 
that now that democracy has come, we must educate our masters. Sir, 
that is the problem today. But how can we solve that problem by providing 
for a separate Muslim University, something which is a contradiction in 
terms, something which is plainly absurd and lias never succeeded anywhere 
in the world? 

I do not intend to say against any one of the recognised institutions in 
this country. At the same time, can anybody fail to notice the gradual and 
steady fall in the standard of education in those “separate” institutions? 
The slackness of discipline and general tone of educational atmosphere in 
those institutions? I would ask members to consider this point. We of 
course want to make up our leeway, but for this we must find out the 
reasons of the backwardness. What are the reasons — why are Muslims back- 
ward today? There are two or three main reasons but the first and foremost 
is poverty. In many cases the average Muslim student comes from an 
economic group which is financially much less prosperous than corresponding 
groups of other communities. That is particularly true in Bengal. What 
we want is advance of education and not the creation of a few more build- 
ings at a huge cost and importation of a few professors of doubt fill reputa- 
tion. What we want is that the best Muslim students should get the 
wherewithal to prosecute their study. 

There are so many problems. There are problems of lodging, there arts 
problems of hoarding, there are problems of suitable accommodation in the 
colleges where they will prosecute their study. These are problems which 
ought to be tackled first. Over and above, there are problems of financing 
the poor and brilliant students who for lack of funds cannot make any 
advance in their study. In Bengal Muslims are not unfavourably placed 
in the lower, middle or upper vernacular or even in the high schools. There 
they can hold their own. Only when they come to the college stage, do 
they find themselves in difficulties. It will lie found that although the 
Muslim population is about 04 or 00 per cent, in Bengal, Muslim students 
in the colleges and in the university are veiy much lower in percentage. 
The main reason for this is the want of adequate finance. 

We should go to the root of the disease and make education free and 
make it available to all. I take it that every member of this House — 
Muslims and Hindus — every one will agree that the country will prosper — 
the province will prosper with free education. I am sure every section of 
this House will agree with me that 'education should he free for all 
communities. It should be free for every meritorious student so that the 
State will get the benefit of his ability and merit and profit by it. It is 
not so much for the individual advantage of such brilliant students as for 
the advantage of the State that there should be sufficient financial help 
forthcoming for meritorious students of the Muslim and other communities. 

Many brilliant Muslim students coming from poor families cannot 
complete their education. This is not only a loss to the Muslim community 
but it is a loss to the State. On account of want of financial hacking, 08 
per cent, of tha people of Bengal cannot contribute their requisite quota, to 
the culture of the land. Their proportion in higher education would be a 
great help— a great asset to the State. 

In my amendment I have asked for help to the Muslim community to 
make up their leeway in scientific and technical education by providing for 
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free tuition, boarding and lodging in medicine, agriculture, tbe sciences and 
technologies. These are all problems the nation must solve. We have 
not sufficient scope for meritorious students who have special gift9 or 
qualifications. If they are given proper opportunity, they might be of 
great advantage to the country — they might be of great service to the 
country. Bengal, nay India would profit by the services of these brilliant 
students. I am not thinking of the benefit to the individual, or only to the 
community but to the country as a wMole. 

My honourable friend Mr. Nur Ahmed has referred to the reports of the 
Committees and Commissions which, unfortunately by the passage of time, 
have become obsolete. They have become out of date. The spirit of the 
time today demands technical education for the masses, facilities for medical 
education to the masses, facilities for agricultural education to the masses. 
You must provide for scientific progress. Then and then alone will there 
be true and real Muslim education in tbe province. The Mussulmans will 
be benefited by it and the province as a whole will he benefited by it. 

A separate university means new buildings; you spend lakhs and lakhs 
of rupees over buildings which are of little use. It is our bitter experience 
— and when I say this my friends on the other side will agree with me, that 
there are people who talk of Madrussas but they themselves never send their 
children to the Madrassas — they are for other people's children and not lor 
their own. That is the position not only of the Madrassas but also of other 
denominational institutions. These denominational institutions where boys 
of only one community are huddled together cannot have the necessary give 
and take that young people need. The spirit of co-operation, the atmosphere 
of freedom and comparative liberty from any kind of communal, personal, 
selfish and other interests are more present among the young than the old. 
If the children and young men of the different communities are put together, 
they pick up friendships which last to the end of their lives. In such 
atmosphere, you can hope to build a corporate body. This is of special 
importance to Bengal. Whatever happens elsewhere in India, in this 
province you cannot divide one community from the other. They are 
unescapably mixed with one another. Any question of division or partition 
is meaningless here. If we want a division, it we want your education to 
be separated, if we want your territories to be separate, we will arrive at 
a position which will be not only absurd and illogical, it will also be 
impracticable. 

It is a strange irony of fate that at one time the Hindu" of Bengal had 
been bitterly opposed to the partition of the province. Today then' are 
certain sections nt the Hindus who irant partition. At one time, it was the 
Muslims or n section of them who fought for the partition of the province and 
now they are opposed to it. These are things which happen every day in 
politics. The political position of today may become nonsensical tomorrow. 
Honourable member of this House, 'to whichever party or side he may 
belong, should remember that in politics, we must always choose the least 
Undesirable of the different alternatives. The best is often beyond our 
capacity. The worst we must avoid. It is absurd or foolish to take up a 
position from which you cannot withdraw or resile. We must never take 
up u position in whieli we cannot compromise. Experience shows that 
politics is a matter of continual compromise. 

The resolution which has been moved in this House wants that education 
should he separate. Now, Sir, education cannot be separate, Philosophy 
cannot be separate, economics, cannot be separate. The same law of 
diminishing return will apply to the money in the pocket of an Englishman, 
Scotchman, Mussalman or Hindu. If you are a shareholder, you will be 
affected if there is anything which will go against the Stock Exchange. 
If you are not a shareholder, you are not interested in the question at all. 
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Philosophy and economics cannot be divided on communal lines. If any 
one wants to divide them on communal lines he is just talking through Ins 
hat. It will fail to serve any community. 

In my amendment I have proposed that meritorious students should have 
free education. Now, free education is also an ambiguous term. It would 
exempt you from tuition fees, but who would pay for the boarding and 
lodging and other things? If the student cannot stay in Calcutta, free 
education is of no use to him. My suggestion therefore is that for the 
really meritorious student, the State must provide everything. Those who 
are able, but not of the first rank, I have put in a different category. 
Stipends should be given to such students. For those who differentiate 
themselves from their fellow students by their merit and excellence, the 
State shall take the responsibility of their education and not only give them 
tuition fees hut also provide for their hoarding and lodging. The second 
category do not deserve the same assistance and in their case there should 
he special stipends and scholarships. This should be done on a purely 
educational basis. There are already two universities in Bengal. There 
is the Dacca University and the Calcutta University. If each of the 
universities is asked to nominate two educationists, and a Board is formed, 
these gentlemen will select the best possible students. Those who have 
come in the first class in the Matriculation Examination, i.c., those who get 
uhove (>() per cent, of maiks, automatically come into the picture. In their 
case, there is no question of any selection Board. They select themselves, 

I should say. For case> when* the candidates could not do well through 
some mischance, let us have a Board like this. After the Board has gone 
through the lists of candidates fit for special treatment and the selection is 
made, very little will he left necessary for the advancement of Muslim 
education m the piovinee. ^ ou have laid the necessary foundation and you 
have given the proper diiection; you have provided tor every student what- 
ever education he requires and that is the only method b\ winch Muslim 
education in the province can he advanced. 


I will draw the attention of tin* honourable the mover to a possible 
consequence, a possible dangei ot the suggestion which lie has made. Let 
u> tor the sake of aigument assume that a Muslim University is established. 
Mell, some people already eall the Dacca I niversity a Muslim University. 
I do not know it that is correct or not. Similarly some people call the 
Calcutta 1 nivcisity a Hindu 1 niversity. J do not say anything about it; 
it uni) be true; it ma\ he false. 1 am not going into tiiat question of 
communalism here. This is a fact that there are two universities in Bengal 
and the Government of Bengal and tin* people's Government of Bengal 
have a control over both the uimersities. Eighty per cent, of the hotly of 
the senate of the Ualcutta University is e\en today nominated by tin* 
Government. The Government therefore have a say in the affairs of the 
C ulcutta 1 niversity. They have not made any complaint against the 
I niversity so far, I believe; and il now the Government although appoint- 
ing SO per cent, of the nominees, have «nv complaint against the Ualcutta 


l niversity, they have only themselves to thank; they cannot blame any- 
body else. Eighty percent, of the nominations are controlled by the 
Government. If after controlling 81) per cent, of the nominations if the 
Government can come and say “we are helpless*’; if the supporters of the 
Government come and say that they are helpless, God only can help them 
and I doubt if even God will help those who do not help themselves. You 
control 80 per cent, of the votes and yet you cannot control the university 
affairs. The same remarks apply to the Dacca University. 


Mv own approach to the question is from a different angle, from a broader 
angle, I hope. A university, if it is to he a true university, cannot be a 
communal university. A communal university is a contradiction in terms 
and has always been a contradiction in terms. My honourable friend the 
piover of the resolution talked of the spirit and the tradition of Islam. What 
is that tradition? The tradition of Islam welcomed evervbodv. It never 
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raised any barriers; it broke down barriers and made knowledge available 
to everybody. It invited people from the farthest corners of the world; 
it sent out its own pupils, its own young men to every corner of tbe world 
to acquire knowledge wherever it could be acquired. Therefore the idea of 
a communal university, the type of university which my honourable friend 
has mentioned, is not a good idea; I think that is not what he actually wants. 
In his speech he made it clear that his only objective is to advance Muslim 
education in the province and to provide special facilities for Muslims because 
they are educationally backward and backward in other respects also. 

With these objects, I think every member of this House will agree; 
every member of this House will agree that there should be special educational 
facilities provided to members of this majority community so that they 
may be raised to a higher level economically, politically and culturally. 
The Muslims of Bengal have not contributed their proper quota to the culture 
of the province and today because of that fact Bengal is poorer, the Hindus 
of Bengal are poorer. Every man of good intentions will admit that special 
educational facilities should be given to the Muslims but they can be given 
only along the lines that 1 have indicated whereas the path which my honour- 
able friend the mover has suggested is a path which will lead to a quagmire, 
which will lead to destruction and retardation of Muslim education. Muslims 
have much leeway to make in the field of education because of their mistakes 
in the past. Today those who have power in their hands, those who exercise 
responsibility, they must know that if again they make mistakes the 
community will not forgive them a second time. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that for the words 
beginning with “found a Muslim University in Bengal” and ending with 
“for that purpose”, the following be substituted, viz.: — 

“secure the advancement of Muslim education in Bengal specully with 
a view r to enable the Muslim community to make up their leeway in scientific 
and technical education by providing for free tuition, boarding and lodging 
in medicine, agriculture, the sciences and technologies for all meritorious 
students who secure more than tit) per cent, marks in the Matriculation 
Examination of the Calcutta University or the Board of Intermediate Studies, 
Dacca, and the grant of suitable stipends and scholarships to other deserving 
students selected on the recommendations of a Board composed of two 
educationists nominated by each of the Universities of Calcutta and Dacca.” 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, while I have every sympathy for 
the amendment which has been moved by my friend Mr. Kabir — 

Mr. ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMUD: Sir, may I enquire how long you 
are going to continue this subject, because it has been found that the mover 
of the resolution as well as of the amendment were given almost half-an- 
liour each and more than that. Therefore those who support the resolution 
and those who oppose it would like to get an idea of the time they will he 
allowed to give their views. So let us understand the time that will be 
allotted for each speaker. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRE8IDENT: Fifteen minutes. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Fifteen minutes only? However, Sir, 
as you have already fixed the time limit it is not for me to express an opinion 
on it. My friend opposite seems very anxious to finish the discussion today 
but it is an important subject and every member should be given facilities 
of expressing his views, taking as much time as he likes. There is no 
hurry to arrive at a decision. But as, Sir. you have given your decision 
fixing a time limit I do not say anything about it. 

I have no hesitation in extending my sympathy to the amendment moved 
by my friend Mr. Humayun Kabir. But I rise to record my emphatic 
protest against the main resolution moved by Mr. Nur Ahmed. To my 
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mind, Sir, his intention is not at all obscure. His intention is to establish 
a communal Universtiy on the lines of the Aligarh Muslim University. That 
is his intention and with that view he has moved his motion for founding a 
Muslim University in Bengal. With regard to the amendment I would 
just say a few words in support before I turn again to the main resolution. 
My friend Mr. Kabir was not here for a long time and he is perhaps not 
aware that Government has already taken steps to secure the advancement 
of Muslim education in Bengal by creating a permanent fund for this year 
with a sum of ten lakhs for the purpose of giving scholarships to meritorious 
Muslim students, and again after getting the vote passed the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister had been to Itajshahi where he made a speech and there he 
declared that next year this fund would rise to 15 lakhs particularly for 
facility of advancement of education of Muhammadan students. Now, Sir, 
we can only hope that when meritorious students will be found among 
other communities, say. belonging to the scheduled castes or even to the 
caste Hindus they also will receive adequate assistance; and in respect of 
poor students and whose guardians cannot pay their educational expense. 
Government will see to it that they also get educational facilities for 
conducting their education in colleges. It is certainly a commendable* 
amendment and we certainly have sympathy for it. 

With regard to the main resolution I desire to say this that my friend 
Mr. Nur Ahmed has already forgotten that a tremendous transformation 
is ahead. Fifteen months hence each and every one of us expects that 
there will be a new constitution and we do not know what will happen in 
the course of the next 12 months and yet in face of this political picture 
before us I do not understand why he should bring forward a proposal for 
founding a Muslim University, which will require a mint of money and 
then again at a time when the Muslim League is in power in Bengal. I 
think. Sir, I do not exaggerate when I say that there is no democratic 
Government in Bengal — it is a communal Government. Sir, I understand 
the anxiety of my friends on the other side; I understand why they are 
anxious that there should he a time limit put in making speeches. They 
simply want to rush this resolution through. W ell, they can do so through 
the brute majority at their command. But at the same time it would be 
immoral to have a University like this with the help of your brute majority. 
It is a fact that the minority in Bengal forms 45 per cent, of the population 
and we all know also that this minority contributes at least 70 per cent. 

ot tlie receipts of the province (Mr. Aunt li.a-Ai/-M \hmooi> : Where do 

you get it?) Get the actual fact and then question. Now, Sir, 45 

per cent, of the population contribute 70 per cent, of the receipts of the 
province — this is the position — anil by sheer brute majority they want to rush 
it through: they want to establish a Muslim League University. The 
Calcutta University which is the biggest University and the only University 
recognised throughout the world, as you all know, Sir, has various big 
departments of Islamic learning and culture in India and these departments 
can really satisfy the Muslims in eveay wav. For example there is provi- 
sion there for teaching Islamic law and culture and History and whatever 
they would like to know about Islam there is provision there in those 
departments of the University. But I do not know why my friends instead 
of taking advantage of these departments of the University want to have 
a separate University of their own. A separate University will serve the* 
purpose of communal ism. If they really want a separate University let 
them develop the Dacca University. But at the present moment to form n 
separate University has many disadvantages. Sir, after the partition was 
anulled the Dacca University was offered to Muslims and we want to know 
how far they 'have utilised that University to their advantage. Even now 
they can extend the Dacca University according to their own choice. 
Government having full say in the matter. Why should they want a separate 
University of their ow/i in spite of this? I have heard Mr. Nur Ahmed 
quoting figures regarding the progress of Muslim students. Those 
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figures are redly condemning tbe Resolution itself. The educational 
progress which 4he Muslims have made do not warrant for establishment 
of a separate University. They cannot claim a separate communal 
University. We know as a matter of fact, that the Muslim League Govern- 
ment is keen on having a communal University. There is a proposal to 
acquire a vast piece of land in the neighbourhood of Calcutta. About 2,000 
bighas of land are going to be acquired for that purpose. Behind this move 
w# suspect there is an attempt at turning out Muslim graduates galore for 

Government services 1 mean the Muslim University if and when it 

comes will grant cheap diplomas to help the students to* get to Government 
service. Education will deteriorate. If it is so, it will be highly regrettable. 
Ail 1 say is that we have enough of communalism in this country. This 
proposed Muslim University will bring forth students who will have set 
ideas which, I urn afraid, will he bound to prove a source of great danger 
to the peace and tranquillity and law and order of this province. As an 
instance in point, and a reference has already been made to the students of 
the Aligarh University, 1 may say that the students of that University insult- 
ed Maulana Azad while he was passing by the Aligarh station and why 
because Maulana Azad bolds a different political views. Then again, rightly 
or wrongly it is said that the Dacca University is under the control of the 
Muslim students. Sir Mirza Ismail was invited by the Vice-Chancellor of 
the Dacca University to deliver the ('on vocation Address and he was insulted 
by the students of the Dacca University for no other reason than that he 
was a Nationalist and not a Leaguer. These students also insulted the lady 
students of that institution when they were out to celebrate some social 
functions. So, I say these communal Universities will generate students 
of a type who will prove a danger to the peace and traiiquillih and law and 
order of the province. I have the strongest objection for an institution like 
this. 

Lastly, we know that the Government of Bengal is almost a bankrupt. 
We know t hut as a matter of fact in the current year there is a deficit of 
IK Id erores and for the next war, i.e., 11)47-48, the deficit anticipated is 
12 erores and altogether in two wars — IK 2d erores to he exact. 
In order to tide over this difficulty, the Government of Bengal approached 
the Government of India for subvention but tor aught we know that prayer 
for* a subvention has been refused. 1 wonder why knowing all these tacts 
my friends on the opposite sides want to have it by brute majority of wtes. 

Mr, ABDULLA-AL-MAHM UD : Mr. Deputy President, Sir, I rise to 
lend my wholehearted .support to the resolution that has been so ably moved 
by my triend Mr. Nur Ahmed. Necessarily, my arguments are all against 
the amendment that has been moved by Professor lluiuayun Kabir. The 
passages that have been referred to by Mr. Nur Alinied from various reports, 
the percentage of education, the facilities offered to the Muslim children 
have been lucidly stated by him on the floor of this House and the Muslims 
of Bengal have for a long time been keenly feeling the necessity of establish- 
ing a Muslim University. Now, Sir, 'let us understand what is the objection 
in having a Muslim University established in Bengal. Mr. Humayun lvahir 
wants us to forget our own tradition and culture. Mr. Kabir wants us to 
believe that the establishment of a Muslim University will mean the establish- 
ment or building of huge biddings without having any specific purpose for 
the Muslim education. 1 would just remind him as he knows more than 
anybody else do know whether the Muslims produced the best economists, 
mathematicians, scientists, poets in the ages when others were enveloped in 
perpetual darkness. Philosophers as well. Even today if they are given 
sufficient facilities, if they get- sufficient scope, I think they will be able to 
compete with any nation or anybody in the open field. The Muslims, 
Mr. Kabir said, committed a blunder from the very beginning and that they 
kept themselves aloof when the British Government introduced this English 
-on the soil of India. But who is responsible for it? Did the Muslims of 
their own accord keep themselves aloof or keep their children aloof from the 
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education which was so much coveted and which they really yearned for. 
They in ancient times gained reputation throughout the jrhole world and 
foreign writers including the English writers have mentioned that the whole 
of Europe would have been enveloped in perpetual darkness but for Muslim 
education and for Muslim civilization. Professor Humayun Kubir wants 
us to believe that this building will be constructed without serving any 
specific purpose for the Muslim education. Now let us understand the 
situation. There is the Calcutta University and the Dacca University. 
He said that the Dacca University was meant to be a Muslim University. 

I do not agree with his views that the Dacca University was meant to be a 
Muslim University, these universities though they might be a little more 
accommodating, only the Dacca University was a little more accommodating 
in the case of Muslim hoys than the Calcutta University. He has told us 
that when 80 per cent, ot the nominations to the body of the Senate of the 
Calcutta University is done by the Government and yet the Calcutta 
University is treated as a Hindu University the blame is entirely on the 
Government and not on anybody else. But let us not forget how the day 
to day administration is run there. I think he has been in the Senate for 
a long time. He has seen how the administration of the Calcutta University 
is being run since its establishment; how many Muslim students have been 
given special facilities for higher education, given special scholarships and 
other things; whether there was ample scope even for the Muslim hovs to 
have their education in the way and in the sense their own religion enjoins. 

1 therefore think that, if any of my friends opposite thinks or many of them 
believe that the establishment of a Muslim educational institution, I mean 
the establishment of a Muslim University, will only widen tin* gulf of 
communal feelings or differences between the two communities, that is an 
absolutely mistaken idea. Everybody, whether he is a Hindu or a Muslfm, 
must first of all try to understand his own religion, his own culture, Ins 
own civilization, and then only he should try to understand what others say, 
what others have got to say. Unless and until he is in a nosition to know 
what his religion says or what his culture is, w hat his traditions are, what 
is Ins position in the whole world and in the field of education, I think his 
outlook will not he widened and broadened in the manner my honourable 
friend Mr. Humayun Kabir suggests. His arguments were almost based 
on the lines ot the arguments advanced by Moulana Abu! Kalam Azad, I 
think, Sir, it has been his own practical experience and that of everybody 
that the political atniospheie throughout the whole of India, nay throughout 
tlu* whole world, has been surcharged ami lias been vitiated with the idea 
that every nation wants to predominate* over the othei. We Muslims do 
not like to predominate the Hindus, who in Bengal form 4a per cent, ot the 
population. But we do not like the whole administration as it is being run 
today although there is a Ministry (the Muslim League Ministry as it is 
called) but 1 think it will he a mistake to believe that the Muslims of 
Bengal have done anything detrimental to the interests of the other 
communities. If I get time 1 will try to show, I would like to move another 
resolution today, how in spite of the fact that a Muslim League Ministry 
is here, they have in many cases failed or they have appeased mv Muslim 
friends in order to satisfy them. Therefore, Sir, I think the establishment 
of a Muslim University, though on its language it might be argued that 
non-Muslim institutions might be jeopardised or prejudiced by the interests 
of the majority as a whole, I think this is an absolutely mistaken idea. My 
friend Mr. Das says that the ministerial party can have the resolution 
passed by a brute majority. Well, Sir, brute majority indeed ! look at the 
centre and the other seven provinces and let him not forget what other 
provinces are doing. Every piece of legislation must be passed by a 
majority of 49*to 51 or even 18 to 82. Therefore his argument about a 
brute majority is not quite appropriate and he hag tried to create bitterness 
by introducing a communal issue and question in the matter. We from 
tnis side of the House do not look at this matter from this angle of vision. 
We say that if the Muslims were in a position long ago to govern and also 
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to teacli by their education the whole world, not to speak the non-Muslim 
Bengalee alone, or Indk alone, why today they should be put to such 
abjection? Therefore my submission is that the resolution moved by my 
friend Mt. Nur Ahmed has been moved only with a view to give the 
Mussalmans mdre facilities and to give them absolute facilities tor their 
own culture, for their own traditions imparted to them and by their own 
men who are learned in the sphere of education. With these few words I 
support the resolution. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDOJA: Mr. President, Sir, when I entered the 
Chamber today, I was definitely under the impression that there should be 
no controversy on a simple proposition, namely, the establishment of a 
Muslim University in Bengal. As a matter of fact, in the course of the 
budget discussion I definitely made a complaint against the present Goverrr* 
mont of Bengal in not having made any provision in the budget for purchase 
of a plot of land to serve as a nucleus for the formation of a Muslim University 
in Bengal. But I am rather suprised to find that my esteemed friend 
Mr. Humayun Kabir would be introducing certain things which are not at 
all controversial in character but which might as well be provided for in 
any Muslim University. We are not against the improvement of the condi- 
tion of Mussalmans in any sphere of life. We want to provide for the 
development of Mussalmans in every walk of life, in every sphere of activity 
and in every domain of thought. That is what we aim at. But our approach 
to the problem is slightly different and we deeply appreciate the observations 
of the learned Leader of the Opposition that while the Muslims should be 
given or provided with all facilities for educational expansion in Bengal, 
the minority communities should also have opportunities for self-expression, 
self-edification and self-development in every possible sphere of life. Sir, 
my friend will not dispute the proposition that Muslims have a distinct 
culture of their own. As a matter of fact Islam has given a new orientation,* 
created a new phase of thought, a new angle of vision, has given a new 
direction to human tendencies and aspirations, a new conception of human 
life and destiny, altogether new values of things and an entirely new inter- 
pretation of' the aim and end of existence. It has given an idiology end 
culture distinct and separate from all other systems of culture that have 
prevailed in the world. Islam has given us a civilization, created an outlook 
which is quite consistent with the progressive tendencies of a fast advancing 
community, compatible with the growth and evolution of culture in all its 
glory and beauty. That is the contribution of Islam to the cultural heritage 
of mankind throughout ages. In Islam’s definition of culture enlightenment 
of the heart has been stated to be its essence, truth its principal object, 
inspiration its guide, (rod its inspirer and the words of man its utterer. 

In other words our heart must be chastened, must be purified, must be 
purged of all dross, so that the stream of truth, the stream of justice, the 
stream of magnanimity, the stream of generosity, the stream of friendship, 
the stream of fraternity, the stream of brotherhood, t lie stream of freedom 
may How on in its pristine purity. ' The Islamic culture in its compre- 
hensiveness welcomes all classes and communities in the world. It has the 
combination of social, the individual, the material, spiritual, communal, 
national and international aspects of human lite and it fosters the growth 
of real fraternity and patriotism in human society. With this culture there 
will grow a genuine aspiration for progress, a tendency to rebuild the world, 
to reshape it, to remould it and to reintegrate its dying forces towards the 
track of social, moral and political evolution. But the entire Islamic 
culture, is a distinct culture. There is a distinct culture for every nation, 
for every class and community. Jhere is a distinct culture for the Hindus, 
there is a distinct culture for the. Muslims and there is a distinct culture for 
the Germans,, there is a distinct culture for the English people and there is 
a distinct culture for the French — all of them have their distinct cultures. 
Before the advent of Islam in Persia the Persians Lad a civilisation hoary 
with ages, though most of their centres of culture had been destroyed after 
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the conqueet of Alexander tl\e Gi^at. Persia was jus* bleeding frfcm* the 
vounds inflicted on her soul when Islam appealed on the scene. Its 
appearance changed the entire atmosphere, revolutionised hot merely its 
thoughts and ideas, but also its language and religion and transformed its 
culture and civilisation in the most wonderful fashion. It is only after the 
advent of Islam that we hear of the names of Hafiz, Omar Khayyam, Sadi, 
Anwari, Rumi, Jami, Khaquani and Quani, that briliant galaxy of stars 
that has shed an ineffable lusture on the literary firmament of Persia raising 
Persia and Persian civilization in the estimation of the whole civilized world. 
Islam and its cultural heritage is a legacy for the entire human race. The 
reform movements of the loth and Kith centuries, the movements of Dadu 
Nanak and Chaitynna felt the impulse of Islam and the great movemeut 
initiated by Raja Rammohan Roy directly or indirectly derived inspiration 
from this great fount of thought. Islam has not merely paved the way for 
Renaissance and Reformation in Europe hut. has also directly or indirectly 
influenced all the socio-religious movements in the world that have followed 
it. I agree with my friend Professor Kabir that we want a natural atmosphere 
tor the spontaneous growth of our genius cut off from the real sap of 
the soil. Our plastic impressionable children cannot grow and expand to 
the full stature of their manhood, the height of their genius. In this 
connection I am reminded of the memorable words of a great thinker Emer- 
son. “Be thyself — do not imitate — every heart vibrates to that string. 
Because no kernel of nourishing cores can come to you save by tilling that 
particular plot of land which is furnished you by Province. ] therefore, 
plead for a natural atmosphere for the growth of our culture — a natural soil 
for the growth of the genuine aspirations of our children — a real setting — 
a background against which the magnificent srtucture of our glorious 
culture and traditions may again he reared up. In this natural atmosphere 
we have produced scholars of encyclopaedic range — like Airoema and Averros 
(Babiy Ali Sina, Alne Rusho) those characters in human history — who are 
at once a pride and honour of the entire human race. 1 have no complaint 
against the Calcutta Cniversity. 1 am myself a product of the Calcutta 
University. I must not be ungrateful to that University. I drew my 
inspiration from that University. It is far from me to say anything against 
this University which has a cultural heritage of its own. It is far from 
me to encroach upon the cultural heritage, the rights and privilege* of any 
other community in India. As regards the Hindus, 1 have always admitted 
that for the last 100 years they have built, a magnificent structure of culture 
to which the Muslims also could contribute but for certain circumstances, 
tor certain political cataclysms, over which we bad no control. Sir, 
political cataclysms after cataclysms dragged Moslems down from the height 
of glory and eminence, politically, economical! v and socially. In one or 
two generations they were removed from all positions of trust and 
responsibility. It i> only tor tin* last ‘Jo years that they are making some 
leeway. The proverty of Muslims is certainly responsible but then character 
is still more responsible for this degeneration. ^lv friend has stated that if 
the money is provided tor the establishment of a Muslim Cniversity, that 
will be used tor buildings only. Now. Sir, we have a peculiar character, 
a peculiar culture, a peculiar tradition, a peculiar ideal, and a peculiar angle 
of vision. Sir, I have forgotten to mention one fact, viz., the example of 
Hindi and Urdu languages in India. These two languages took their start 
from the same source, hut owing to different traditions different political 
and cultural associations, different outlooks on life and life’s problems, 
owing to different surroundings they have become two entirely different 
languages, Hindi is permeated with Hindu thoughts and associations and 
Urdu 'with Islamic thoughts, culture, ideologies and traditions. What I 
have suggested’is that we want a Muslim University for the largest popula- 
tion of this land. They have been so long for natural growth and evolution 
deprived of all facilities and opportunities by the British Government. The 
British Government had ,a policy not merely to crush the Muslims politically, 
they had chosen to make inroads on the Muslim culture and traditions as 
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well. Up to now iot^^gla M&d/^aA has, been able to turn ouf a famous 
Muslim. Sir, I fcav£?a*ep * appreciates v Regard and adnpration for Moulana 
Abul Kalam Aiad^tfiMlh he belongs to i different party, for his contribution 
to human culture, his deep education and scholarship. My friends will also 
admit that Maulana Azad also is a product of a Muslim institution. He was 
not nurtured in the Calcutta, Oxford or Cambridge University. Sir, if 
we have a Muslim University, does it suggest for a single moment that 
simply because it is a Muslim University no other community will be entitled 
to go there for learning. Sir, any student can go to A1 Hajar, which is a 
Muslim institution and read there. Does not my friend remember that 
during the middle ages students from various parts of Europe flocked to the 
centres of Muslim culture and learing more specially in the cities and towns 
of Spain. In the Benares Hindu University, the Aligarh Muslim University 
students of both the communities also read. Though we have been returned 
on separate electorate, we are all mixed up here, working for the common 
welfare of the people. Sir, we have very often pretended to speak of 
nationalism, but actually in the sphere of life we do not see any sign of it. 
As for instance no Muhammadan has been elected Chairman in any West 
Bengal municipality or district board except perhaps through nomination 
or for the matter of that no Hindu has been elected a Chairman in an-y East 
Bengal district board. This shows which way the w r ind blows. I do not 
understand how a protest can be made to the Muslims having university 
of their own. The Muslims have a culture, a tradition, an ideology, 
an outlook, which is distinct and separate from all other civilisa- 
tions of the world. No sensible man in the world will dispute 
this. While discussing oue day in a particular conference I had to join 
issue with a friend of mine. Professor llumavun Kabir will appreciate 
my remark when 1 say that all religion, all culture, may be the same as 
exactly all men are the same in the beginning in as much as they take their 
origin from the -source ami partake of the same essence. They are generally 
the same in the beginning hut they develop specific and distinctive tendencies 
as they unfold themselves in the process of evolution. All streams of 
culture, all currents of thought, all the constructive forces of civilization, 
all the systems that have prevailed in the world from time immemorial -have 
changed the outlook of human society and have contributed to cultural, 
social and political evolution of all humanity. One common source is there 
and the difference lies not in the beginning, but in the process of evolution 
and also at the end. One man is a saint, another an ordinary man and a 
third a rascal although these different men are generically the same, hut 
yet owing to different cultural traditions, different associations, different 
outlooks, different surroundings, geographical, political, social, cultural, 
moral and intellectual, they have developed into two entirely different beings 
and these differences contribute to moulding of an individual or a nation 
in every sphere of life, every domain of thought, whether political, social, 
cultural, moral, national and international. We find that these forces operate 
from different directions. As poet Rabindranath Tagore has rightly observed 
the stream of life which is flowing, on through all eternity is contributing 
to the development of every single being. Each distinctive culture, each 
distinctive civilization, each distinctive society, each distinctive outlook, 
each distinctive system of thought has contributed to the building up of 
the composite whole. As the human system is an organism composed of all 
various organs, each organ contributing to the growth of the whole system 
and the organs in its turn determining the growth of individual organs. 
So also different nations have at different times contributed to the civiliza- 
tion of the whole world and have themselves derived inspiration from 
various currents of thought that had developed in the past in the various 
regions of the globe, some of these streams of thought have in course of 
time become stagnant and ceased to flow, while others have flowed on, 
aoothing and refreshing the world as they have flowed on. Therefore in 
the name of civilisation, in the name of culture, in the name of humanity, 
and in .the name of all that is sublime and noble in human society no obstacle 
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should bo placed in the path of any nation to develop their culture, their 
civilisation, their glorious traditions and it is time therefore that none should 
create unnecessary troubles, unnecessary obstacles in the'puth of the develop- 
ment of a nation s distinctive culture. Let each culture ami let each 
ojvilization develop on its own lines. Let each one contribute to the compo- 
site whole. So all that 1 submit and plead for is, let the Muslims have 
facilities for their cultural expansion, tor their ex pa muon in industries, in 
agriculture and in scientific students. They have got to revive the magni- 
ficent traditions, the contributions that we have made so long to flu* Art, 
Architecture, Music. Painting, Philosophy, polity of tin* entire civilized 
world, the contributions that the Muslims made during the Middle ages 
when the whole of Europe was sunk in darkness ot ignorance and feudalism, 
let us help them to develop that lost heritage. There is nothing communal 
in it. there is nothing parochial, there is nothing sectional, there is nothing 
.mte-nat lonal m it. It will he consistent with the ordered progress of 
human society . compatible with the growth and evolution <d human culture. 
The prosperit\ of a country, as Luthei lias rightly pointed out, consists not 
in magnificent buildings, not in fabulous wealth, not m favourable dissipa- 
tions, not in midnight orgies, not in mild mmin.iIoii* of the Ballroom, not in 
foolish talk, not in parochial patriotism hut in its men of education and 
cultme. their catholicity of outlook, their integrity ot elmiaeter, honesty 
of purpose. Let human society he raised from the chaotic condition m 
"’Inch exists, let a new order of tilings be biought into being, let us play 
our part, in the shape of things to come which will redound to our credit, 
let Hindus and Muslims be pioml of mu culture and let us develop it. Let 
the Muslims go torw aid as India unfolds its glory before us and let us move 
Horn -trengfh to strength. 1 have pondered and pondered ovei and over 
again ovei the conflicting interests of human society . over the controversies 
going on between one community and anothei and I have always pleaded for 
a better understanding, a deeper leconeilmtion Kven fiom fills forum 1 
am pleading lor that understanding to solve the eternal problem* of our life 
bv out contributions m the field of science, philosophy . eultiue and politics. 
Providence has entrusted to each one ot iis a mission of Age -each one has got 
to fulfil the pm pose for winch he has been sent. Much one ot us belonging 
to the same faith has also diffeicnt tendency from the other. Professor Kubir 
and Hadrmhluja represent two different tendencies Kahn ami Badruddoju 
icpiesent two difleient tendencies, two different aspiiations in life; one 
perhaps wants to he a musician, the second a painter, t lie thinl an architect 
m philosopher and the fourth a statesman, and every one of them will make 
his own contribution to the totality of human history and knowledge accord- 
ing to his own light and conviction. Sn, m this connection 1 am reminded 

of the following expression from the Holv Quran “Wo do not. burden a 

soul except beyond its own capacity". Each one has got to develop his 
potentiality, his possibility, to the highest scale of civilisation, so that the 
whole woild may he enriched b\ the extent of his individual eont i ibut ion not 
merely to his own society oi nationality hut to the entire human race in what- 
evei place or part of the world he mfght exist. Mussalmans have got to 
develop their distinctive culture, their distinctive tendencies, and to make 
their distinctive contributions to the social, the cultural the moral evolution 
of mankind as much as the Hindus have got to do so. 

Public Accounts Committee. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, with your 
permission may I have a special Resolution 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order. order If it is the pleasure of the House to 
take up the Privilege Motion regarding the Public Accounts Committee, it 
mav be done now. I would then suspend the motion now before the House 
and take up this matter. Is it the general desire of the House? (Cries of 
“yes”, yes"). All right. Will the Hon’ble Leader of the Hoim* now' move 
the motion? 
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The Hon'ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, I beg to 
mow that the Appropriation Accounts tor 1944-45 and the Audit Report for 
1945 and the Finance Accounts for 1944-45 and the Audit Report, 1945, 
which were laid before the Council under section 159 of the Government 
of India Act, 1955, on the 14th March, 1947, he referred to a Committee 
ol Public Accounts of the Council consisting of — 

The Hon hie Mr. Mohammed A 1 i, Ministei in charge of the Department 
of Finance, Chairman , 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury, 

Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

Mr, George Morgan, 

Mr. Haridu.s Mazumdar, 

Mr. Hamidu) Huq Chowdhury, 

Mr. Shaboodul Huq, 

Mr. Biren Roy, and 
Mr. Taufiq, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 1st of July. 1947, and that 
the number of members whose presence shall he necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall he three. 

1 commend tins resolution to the acceptance ot the House 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The quo stion before the House is that 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Sir, I support this motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The ques tion before the House is that the 
Appropriation Accounts toi 1944-45 and the Audit Report tor 1945 and the 
Finance Aceounls for 1944-45 and the Audit Report tor 1945 which were 
laid before the Council under section 159 oi the Government of India Act. 
1955, on the 14th March 1947, he referred to a Committee of Public Accounts 
of this Council consisting of: — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed All, Minister m charge of Finance 

Department, ('hairman. 

(2) Mr. Abdul Humid ( howdlmrv, 

(5) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(4) Mr. George Morgan, 

(5) Mr. Huridas Mazumdar, 

(5) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, 

(7) Mr. Shaboodul Huq, 

(8) Mr. Biren Roy, 

(9) Mr. Md. Taufiq, 

with instruction to submit their report by the 1st of July, 1947, and that 
the number of members whose presence shall he necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be three. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Noiuofflcial Resolutions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let us now resume discussion on the non-otficial 
resolution. Mr. Sanya! . 

Mr. GHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Sir, I rise to oppose the resolution 
moved by Mr. Nur Ahmed. Of course, Sir, the speech that has been made 
before me has made me shaky, still when the grftn tension between the 



19 47.] ADJOURNMENT/ 460 

major cajnm unity of Bengal and the minority community is showing si^ns 
of raking np, when the minorities of Bengal are feeling that they are being 
neglected, a resolution like this should not have been brought before the 
' Council. It is true that the majority community although greater in number 
numerically are comparatively weaker in education and ma\ ask for better 
fjjjlities for education, but what class tonus the majority portion of this 
major community? It is the poor men living in the villages. It is they 
who are in more need of education —the light of modern education may be 
extended to them as quickly as possible to make them socially and politically 
conscious, instead of diverting the entire attention to the education of the 
masses, the question of the education of children of moneyed and propertied 
men is being pushed to the forefront with the object of side-tracking that 
great task ahead. The other day the Finance Miniate) on the floor of this 
House sought to shelve the main question of grant to the Calcutta University 
for Scientific Research exactly on similar consideration 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr San yal, how long you will take to finish ? 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL: Probablj ti or 7 minutes more. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case let us stop here. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I have got two formal motions to move, ask- 
ing for time. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: All right, 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sn, 1 beg to move that the time for submitting 
i lie report of the Select Committee on the Faster n Bengal and Assam 
Disorderly Mouse (Amendment) Bill, 1940, be extended to ills! October, 

1 04 7 I also beg to move that the tune tor submitting the report of the 
Select Committee on the Bengal Indecent Advci t isement Bill, 11140, be 
extended to ; H)th August, 1047. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is ii the pleasure of tin* House to grant Mr. Nur 
Ahmed permission to extend the time of these two Bills? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Yes 

Mr. NUR AHMED: What about the resolution under discussion ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is postponed: further discussion will take place 
later. The House is adjourned till 1-45 p.m. on Monday next. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-45 p.m. on Monday, the <54th March, 
1947. 
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Members absent 

The following members were absent from the 
21st March, J 94/ : — 

(1) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne, 

(2) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

{'\) Mi. Eric Dermot ])oym\ 

(4) Khan Bahadur Fazal Ellabi, 

(5; The Hou'ble Mi. Abdul Got ran, 

(G) Sir Md. Azizul Haque, Khan Bahadui. 

(7) Mr. Mangturam Jaipuria, 

(8) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad 
(0) Mr. Sed Abdul Majid, 

(10) Mi. Nagemjia Nath Mahalanobi-di . 

(11 ) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(12) l)i. Kumud Sankar Ray, 

(10) Mr. Md. Tuufiq, and 

(14) Khan Sahib Maulvi Wnhidduzzamaii. 


[21st Mabch, 1047.] 
meeting held on the 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1947— No, 23, 


Tut Council met ill the Legislative Chamber ot the Legislative 
building, Calcutta, on Monday, the ‘J4th March, H147, at 1 *4o p.m. being* 
the twenty-third day ot the Hirst Session ot L>47, pursuant to section 
ot the Government of India Act, ltWo. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Sindh Hoy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chan. 


Obituary Reference. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, may I with your leave 
in<j\c a motion. It is my regret to place betoic this House a motion like 
lliis tor il.s acceptance. 

Tins Council places on iccord its deep sense ot mu low and loss at the 
(Imiise ot l)i . Md. Azizul H.tque, a sitting Member ot tins House, who in 
the course ot his eventful life was a Mmistei ot the (ioceriimcnt of Bengal, 
Speaker ot the Bengal Legislative Assembly, Yiee-Chanrelloi ot the Calcutta 
I ni\e!sit\. High Commissioner toi India m London, and a Member of the 
tooenioi-tieiieraTs Executive Council. He was an eiudite scholar, a 
t ea -eless worker, a man ot unfailing courtesy who lose to great eminence 
inrough sheer strength of ehaiaeter, merit, and industry Jn Ins death the 
fountn has lost a statesman of liheial outlook ami culture. 

Sn. J >j . Md. Azizul Huuue whom we saw only the other day sitting 
.nnohgst us and who helped us iiom time to time with his experience and 
liis wisdom has passed away His death was sudden and calamitous and 
aim* as a shock to many of his friends. There are many ot us here, Sir, 
who had the privilege of knowing lnm from the time when In* came from 
"untipui to Calcutta. Coming from the imal aie.is lie had a wide knowledge 
<»f tht‘ needs and requirements of the mral people and some of his books 
oil the subject particularly* “The Man Behind the Plough evince Ihn deep 
sympathy foi the rural population and his eoneern for their betterment. 
s i r . his death came as a grievous shock to us more particularly because it 
was mi sudden and it is not possible indeed to express adequately oui sense 
"1 loss at las demise. 1 place this resolution, Sir, in your hands. We teel 
that a gieat man has passed away from amongst us and has left a gap which 
« annot be filled bv any one particularly, at tins critical moment in our 
political history. We are certain. Sir, that, had God spared him, he would 
have been of tin* greatest asset to the countiy hut, as He has willed other- 
wise. we have to submit to that fate and that is all, Sir, that we have to 
'ay The loss sustained by us is too great indeed for words. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT : Motion moved that this Council places on record its 
deep sense of sorrow and loss at the demise of J)r. Md. Azizul Haquc, a 
sitting Member ot this House who, in the course of his eventful life, was 
a Minister of the Government of Bengal. Speaker of the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly. Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta Criiversity, High Commissioner 
for India in London, Und a Member ot the Governor-General's Executive 
Council. He was an erudite scholar, a ceaseless worker, a man of unfailing 
courtesy, who rose to great eminence through sheer strength of character, 
merit and industry. In his death the country has lost a statesman of liberal 
outlook and culture. 
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Mr. LAJLIT CHANDRA DA8: Mr. President, Sir, I would associate 
myself and the members of my party with the expression of condolence made 
by the Chief Minister of Bengal on the death of Dr. Md. Azizul Haque. 
Sir, it w T as only the other day, I think it was on Friday week before last, 
that we found him in our midst taking part on a certain motion which I had 
the honour to make in this House, a motion tor reference to a Committee 
the Public Accounts namely the Appropriation Accounts with the Auditor s 
report thereon which were placed on the table by the Hon'ble the Finance 
Minister on that day. Sir, we saw him bubbling with energy and in 
sparkling strength and we little thought that his end would be so near. 
His death reminds us that we are living in the midst of death and when death 
comes none can stay its hand. Sir, w r e know the services which have been 
recounted in this resolution by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister in the scene 
of his life drama which has been unfolded. He acted his part exceedingly 
well. Sir, I w’ould like to add one word more namely that m his memory 
we should adjourn this House and rise for the day. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, on beh.dt 
of myself and on behalf of the party I represent in this House I associate 
myself with all that has fallen from the mouth of the Chief Ministei 
l)r. Md. Azizul Haque was an acquisition to this House as a member. He 
wus a man of great personality and he was a noble son of Bengal for winch 
the whole of Bengal can he rightly proud of. He was an all-India figuie 
and a man of versatile ability and through sheet merit he had risen to the 
highest eminence. His loss Is a great loss to Bengal and 1 think it cannot 
be filled up within a short time. We ouly hope that his soul will rest lit 
peace. 

With these words 1 support the motion which bus been moved by the 
Chief Minister. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, on behn If of myself and on behalt 
of in v party 1 associate myself with the spirit and letter of the motion moved 
by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister. Sir, in the death of Dr. Md. Azizul 
liuque l have lost a personal friend. We were friends for ;i long time. 1 
remember in lfb*W when a private training college wanted affiliation wit!, 
the Calcutta. University under my efforts that proposal was turned down 
by Government and he was the Minister at that time. Although there weir 
differences of opinion our relations were all cordial. He was a real Bengali 
gentleman. We have lost a leader of Bengal of great simplicity. Hi- 
touch, his sympathy with the peasants and rural Bengal were known to 
everybody, and in him wi* have lost a great political figure. Bengal ha- 
lost a leader and I associate myself entirely with the resolution so ably moved 
and also with what has fallen from the lips of the previous speakers. 

Mr. GEORGE MORGAN* Mr. President, this is a great tragedy wbich 
has befallen us in Bengal. I personally knew Dr. Azizul Haque for very 
many years indeed and hail a very high regard tor his ability, both as a 
Minister of this Province and as a Commerce Member of the Viceroy .- 
Executive Council. So, on behalf of the European party I cannot refrain 
from expressing our grief on the loss of the late Dr. Azizul Haque, one o' 
Bengal’s ornaments and brilliant sons. In this House we always respected 
him. his moderate views and considerate attitude and his determination m 
all subjects regarding the welfare of the province and of this country. A! 
he had, his energy, his ability, he gave in the cause of his people/ With 
this we honour the memory of one whose disfranchised spirit will lorn: 
hover in this Legislature. Beyond thus I have suffered a personal loss. 1 
have suffered a great personajloss because I had a very close contact wit! 
liim in many matters in his career as Minister and as Member of the 
Governor-General's Executive Council. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Honourable members of the House, 
it is with a heavy heart that I rise to associate myself with the expression 
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of grief of this House in the loss it has sustained by the death of one of its 
most distinguished members. Dr. Azizul Haque has passed away with 
tragic suddenness. Only on Wednesday last he attended the meeting of 
this House and was appareuth in sound health. You can well imagine the 
shock and the surprise that I received when at 11-30 that very night 1 got 
a telephonic message to the effect that he had cerebral haemorrhage and 
that he had lost consciousness. He was one of those who never spared 
him-elf in the service of his country. Whether as Vice-Chairman of the 
District Board ot Nadia, as u Member of the Bengal legislative Council, 
as Minister of this 1 roMiice, as ~\ ice-C huncellor of Calcutta University, as 
High Commissioner for India in London, or a Member of the (toveruor- 
(ieneraUs Executive Council, he gave a very good account of himself and 
discharged his onerous responsibilities with courage and devotion. In fact 
industry and devotion to duty were the keynotes ot his charactei and the 
fnotto of Ins life. He attained success through shorn perseverance and 
i nd usti y. He made a special study of some ot our rural problems and as 
tiit- f hief Mimslei lias just observed, and had deep sympathy tor the toiling 
rni 1 1 1 c > l » s of tins piovinee. Di . Azizul Haque was a great believe] in Hindu 
Muslim unity and even m these dark days he was optimistic ot the solution 
a! this national problem. In his death the count r\ has lost a sagaeious 
statesman, a gieat patriot and a man of culture and wide outlook. 1 take 
t that it is the unanimous desire ot the House that the Resolution which 
has been moved by the Chief Minister should be accepted. 

Now, gentlemen, I would lequest you to rise in youi seats as a mark 
d lespect to the memory ot the deceased. 

[ After the members rose in then seats.) 

I also take it that it is the desiie of the House that a message of 
*\ mpathy and condolence should be sent to the members ot the bereaved 
aunly and that we adjourn after this and that the office ot the Bengal 
legislative Council should also remain closed as a mark ol respect to the 
nemory of the deceased. 

It has been suggested that we should meet at l-lo p m. tomorrow. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8 • ( )nl\ foi ImiKii iow . 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Yes 

LALIT CHANDRA DA8! And sit foi two hours. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT : }e>. The House stands adjourned till I -Id p.m. 

"Winnow. 


Adjournment. 

I he Council then adjourned till ]-ld p.m. on Tuesday, the 25th March 
. * 9 
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Members absent 

The following member* were absent from the meeting oj the Council 
leld on the 24th March, 1947 : — 

(1) Mr. E. V. S. Bourne, 

(2) Mr. Yusuf AJi ( 'howdhury, 

( M ) Dr. Kasiiublin Talukdar. 

(4) Mr. Kaniini Kumar Dutta. 

(5) Mr. Erie Dei mot l)oyne, 

((>) Tlie Hon' hie Mr. Abdul tiotrau, 

(7) Mi. Saiish Chandra Jana, 

(8) Mr. Mangturam Jaipuria, 

(9) Alhadj Khan Bahadui Shaikh Muhammad Ian, 

(10) Mi. Humawin Z. A. Kabn, 

(11) Mi. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(12) Mi. Nagendia Nath Muhalanobish. 

(Id) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(14) Dr. Kumud Sankar Ha). 

(Id) Mihs Ethel Rnbt*I t son . (.*.!*.. and 
(l(i) Mr Mil. Taufiq. 


VVBG P-46/9- 1170A750 



BfiNGAI? LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 

4* * * ^ 


First Session, 1947— No. 24. 


The Covncil met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislatflfe 
Building, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 25th March, 1947, at 1-15 p.in., being 
24th day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 92(<2)(<i) of the 
Government of India Act, 1935. 

- Mr. -President (the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Transfer of the Hindu staff of the Dacca Intermediate College. 

73. Mr. BIRENDRA KI8H0RE ROY CHOWDHURY: Will the 

Hon’ble Minister 'in charge of the Education Department be pleased to 
state— * 

(а) if all the Hindu members on the staff of the Dacca Intermediate 

College have been transferred elsewhere; 

(б) if it is a fact that none but Muslim students are being kept on the 

college roll ; 

(c) if it is a fact that the Department of Sanskrit in the college has 

been abolished; and 

(d) if it is a policy of the Government to convert the Dacca Intermediate 

College into a college exclusively for the education of Muslim 

hoys? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): (a) Yes. 

(b) Due to communal trouble-* non-Muslim students have generally left 
this college on the ground of security. 

(c) No, hut the Lecturer in Sanskrit had to be transferred elsewhere 
temporarily as there was no student to read Sanskrit. 

(d) No. Steps are being taken for construct i§ig the college building 
in a place where students of both communities may join without much 
diiticulty. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Next question. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, this question mav be postponed us the Hon’ble 
Minister is not present. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: I think he 
will be coming soon. 

Mr. PR E8 1 DENT: The Chair should have been informed beforehand 
that the Hon’ble Minister w'ould be late. 

The Hon’ble .Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, that was 
not the understanding that he would come late. He was to come in time 
Probably he is held up owing to some unforeseen circumstances. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let the question be postponed. We shall now take 
up the Calcutta Thika Tenancy Bill, 1947. 

52 * 
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DitlurbanoM at Bogra. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I want to mention a very urgent 
matter. On the authority of the United Press we have it that due to the 
recent disturbances in the town of Bogra most of the merchants of a parti- 
cular community as well as some Bengali residents have sent their families 
to safer places. The merchants of a particular community having sold away 
their stocks of goods such as mustaj^l oil, mustard seed, salt, cocoanut oil, 
ptc., the prices of those commodities are rising as it is feared that there 
may not be any further indent of those goods for sometime to come. It is 
^also said that the kerosene dealers have refused to indent kerosene unless 
armed guards are posted at the depots. Quotas for sugar and cloth for 
March will not be available as the quota-holders are afraid to take delivery 
of those things. * 

Sir, I want to know and probably the House may like to know whether 
this statement is correct. If it is so, then it is an alarming situation and 
we would like to know what steps the Government are going to take under 
these emeregent circumstances. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are Government prepared to throw any light on 
this matter? 

The Hon’ble 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, it will be for 
tjie Civil Supplies Minister to make any such statement but he is not here 
and is away from Calcutta. I will communicate this news to him that this 
has been reported to the Council and the members of the Council want that 
some enquiry should be made to find out what the facts are and to take 
necessary action if the situation is really as reported in the papers. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: When do you propose to reply to this question- 
will you make any short statement? 

The Hon’ble 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: No; the Civil 
Supplies Minister is the Minister concerned and nt present he is not in 
Calcutta. On his return I will request him to make a statement about this 
matter. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: When do you expect him to come back? # 

The Hon’ble 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Within a day or 
two. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Please request him to make a statement as early as 
possible if he was to make one. 

The Hon’ble 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: All right, Sir 

The Guloutti Thika Tenancy Bill, 1847. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, with your permission I beg 
to move that the Calcutta Thika Tenancy Bill, 1947, be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

(1) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(2) Mr. S. M. Taufiq, 

(3) Mr. Haji Md. Yusuf, 

(4) Mr. Latafat Hossain, 

(5) Mr. D. J. Cohen, 

(G) Mr. George Morgan, c.i.e., 

(7) Mr. Satisn Chandra Sen, 

(8) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(9) Mr. Patiram Roy, 

flG) Rai Bahadur Brojendra^ohan Maitra, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 10th April. The number of 
members whose presence will be necessary to constitute a quorum shall be 
five. 
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Sir, the Bill is llesigned to safeguard the rights and intereJta*#)f a class 
of non-agncultural tenants of Calcutta commonly known as thika tenants. 
They consist mostly of petty traders, draftsmen, factory workers, milkmen, 
drivers, carters, menials and others of similar callings of slender means. 
They take settlement of the lands from the landlords agreeing to pay rent 
at the stipulated monthly rate which widely varies from locality to locality. 
Generally, no premium is paid for such settlement. The tenants themselves 
erect their own structures or huts which may he of all sorts excepting that 
no pucca roofing is allowed. In any case they play the role of middlemen ' 
by letting out huts to sub-tenants while retaining a small portion thereof 
for their own use and occupation. Under the existing law namely, the 
Transfer of Property Act, they are ejectable with 15 days notice ending 
trithin a month. The cases of these tenants js different in many respects 
from that of non-agricultural tenants in the rest of the Province, iiYul it has 
been brought to the notice of the Government that, taking advantage of the 
helpless position of this class of tenants the landlords systematically exploit 
them by resorting to the coercive measures of arbitrary eviction and enhance- 
ment of rent. There has been a persistent demand for safeguarding their 
legitimate interests and rights and Government after very careful enquiries 
into the matter are satisfied that such tenants are in need of protection 
particularly against arbitrary eviction and enhancement of rent. The Bill 
lias been designed with this object in view. 

W i tli these words I commend my motion for reference of the Bill to a 
Select Committee for acceptance of the House. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Motion moved that the Calcutta Thika Tenancy 
Bill, 1947, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(2) Mr. S. M. Taufiq, 

(3) Mr. Haji Md. Yusuf, 

(4) Mr. Latafat Hossain, 

(5) Mr. D. J. Cohen, 

(b) Mr. George Morgan, c.i.e., 

(7 ) Mr. Satish Chandra Sen, 

(8) Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta, 

(9) Mr. Patiram Hoy, 

(10) Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 10th of April. The number 
of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a quorum shall 
be five. 

Mr. 8HARU CHAMDRA 8ANYAL: I beg to move that the Calcutta 
Thika Tenancy Bill, 1947, he circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon by the 31st July, 1947. 

Mr. President, Sir, in moving my motion it is not my intention 
to obstruct the passage of the Bill. In the days of democracy it is proper 
that persons likely to lie affected by a Bill should know beforehand wnat 
is going to be done and be given an opportunity to express their opinion 
thereon. This Bill concerns the landlords and tenants of Calcutta and 
neara bouts and it is not difficult to get the opinion from some representative 
body of those people and that can be done comparatively quickly. With 
such opinion before them a select committee will be in a better position 
to consider the pro i and eons of the Bill and arrive at tentative conclusions. 
And by so doing a lot of amendments may be avoided and the Bill mav also 
have an easy sail through the legislature. It is with this idea in mind that 
1 request the House to accept my motion. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that the Calcutta Thika Tenancy 
Bill, 1947, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 
.Slat July, 1947. 

Mr. Nahar, are you going to speak on this motion or to move your own 
amendment? 

Mr. BIJOY SINCH NAHAR. Jjo, Sir. I will neither speak nor move 
my own amendment. • 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN. Sir, unless the opposition wishes 
to delay the passage of a measure that will do good to the poor people, I 
would only request my friend not to press his motion. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The ouestion before the House that the Bill be 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st July, 1947. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now, I shall put the original motion. The ques- 
tion before the House is that the Calcutta Thika Tenancy Bill, 1947, be 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(2) Mr. Md. Taufiq, 

(3) Mr. Haji Mohammad Yusuf, 

(4) Mr. Lutufat Hossain, 

(5) Mr. I). J. Cohen, 

(G) Mr. George Morgan, c.l.E., 

(7) Mr. Satish Chandra Sen, 

(8) Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta, 

(9) Mr. Putiram Roy, 

(10) Rni Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 10th of April 1947, and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute .t 
quorum shall be five. 

(The motion was put and agreed to.) 

Discussion of Supplementary Estimates. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, with vour permission I wish to make a few 
observations on the supplementary estimates presented to this House. It 
is the biggest sum, that is Rs.7 erores. lor which the supplementary estimates 
are being' presented to this house. This grant amounts to the half of the 
Bengal’s total income of the year 1920-21. I do not like to touch on all 
the points. 1 will touch on the grants under Police. Rs.3G lakhs has been 
budgeted for police in this supplementary. Whatever expenditure made 
and added to this ever-growing force and the ever-growing expenditure, 
the police force in Bengal will not be sufficient to give sufficient security 
and protection to the masses of Bengal so that they can peacefully carry 
on their own business and march on the path of progress peacefully. A 
comparison with expenditures made by other provinces of India with a 
larger area than Bengal shows that Bengal spend the largest sum on Police. 
This sum which was 1^ lakhs at the beginning of the provincial autonomy 
has increased, year by year and & has now exceeded 4 erores of rupees. It 
is most disquieting and some othbr device should be found for giving protec- 
tion and security to the people. A suggestion may he made when 
independence looms large in the sky and Bengal should be prepared for that. 
I find from the reading of the constitution of Canada, Australia and other 
federated States that apart from federal army, each individual State ha# 
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their own militia, a national militia for local purposes for peace and order. 
In Bengal similar attempt was made with home guard organisation which 
was initiated during the war and it did excellent work during emergency. 
But all on a sudden it has been disbanded and my humble appeal to the 
Ministry is that it should consider some such measure which would help 
to raise a voluntary defence force or some thing like that. That force 
should be composed of both the communities of Bengal, so that both the 
communities con have confidence in that force. Recently I find Bombay 
has passed a specific Act for the Home Guard Organisation and u Bill has 
been introduced in the United Provinces legislature also for this purpose. 
I hope that such voluntary national defence forces should be raised in Bengal 
so that Bengal’s expenditure on police may not be further increased and 
there may be sufficient defence forces to protect the people. 

Coming to the General Administration. I find under this head the 
expenditure is the heaviest in comparison to the other Provinces. But the 
Rowlands Enquiry Committee and other Committees which have gone into 
the Administration of Bengal, their deliberate finding is that Bengal is 
understaffed, when compared with the Punjab, Madras and other Provinces. 
If comparison is made in many matters Bengal will he found to bo under- 
staffed. As for example the Circle Officers have to look to larger areas 
than in the Punjab and Madras. There is no doubt about this position. A 
sifting enquiry should he made into the expenditure on the General 
Administration Budget to see whether anv retrenchment could he made or 
not. I have gone through the report of the Rowlands Committee and T am 
sceptic about some of their recommendations. In these days when there is 
a tendency of decentralisation, this Committee in most cases recommended 
for centralisation and this centralisation is the cause of all inefficiencies. 
As a result of their recommendation centralisation is going on in the Bengal 
Secretariat and those who are conversant with the inner workings of the 
Secretariat know that this results into confusion and also make the Hon’ble 
Ministers except the Chief Minister to he so many glorified clerks. The 
result has been that there is no initiative in many matters. It is time to look 
into their recommendations from a popular point of view and to see whether 
they may not he put to an end. This increase in expenditure is due to the 
giving effect to the recommendations of the Rowlands Committee’s Report. 

I now come to another important matter, namely, Muslim education. 
I have already stressed on this point in this House the other day when I 
produced figures and said that Rs. 4, 50, 000 is a very small sum for the 
education of the Muslims. That has been admitted by the Finance Minister, 
and I think that in future larger sums will be allotted for this purpose. 
The requirements of the Muslims in Bengal is so large and their backward- 
ness in education is so immense that they require every help from every 
quarter to make up their deficiencies. Sir, when India is going to be 
independent very soon it will be necessary that every citizen of Bengal 
should be fully equipped at least having got his elementary literacy, 
minimum literacy, so that they may he at least tolerably equipped to take 
an intelligent part in the administration of the Province. Sir, from that 
point of view Muslim education should be encouraged in every way. 

Sir, I do not like to touch on any other point except Famine. 
Expenditure on Famine, I am glad to see, has been increased and that is a 
laudable adventure, I must say, and for that our Ministers deserve special 
congratulation from the masses. Sir, there was a time when very little 
sums used to be spent during the period of Famine. Now a larger amount 
is being spent oh Famine and other Relief. This system should be syste- 
matised in such a way so that those who are really needy do get real Iwwefit. 
Sometimes the money spent is not well spent. So ray appeal to the Ministry 
is to evolve some unified system so that the money may be well spent. 

Sir,, a larger sum hrfs been allotted in the Additional Budget for Agri- 
cultural Loans. The system of diltributing loans to agriculturists is still 
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old and on an archaic method the loans are distributed. Sir, it is imperatively 
necessary, in view of the larger provision for Agricultural Loans, that some 
suitable system such as the Agricole system which is very successfully 
working in Egypt, should be introduced in Bengal or by amending some 
of the provisions of the Act some such system should be evolved so that these 
loans may be realised automatically. In the Punjab I find that the Agri- 
cultural Loans advanced are successfully realised and really the peasants 
are benefited by them. But here there are difficulties. Here the agri- 
culturists have to apply for and repay the agricultural loans jointly and the 
difficulty lies in this. There are very few land mortgage banks in Bengal. 
Land mortgage banks are working very successfully in Madras and there 
are central land mortgage hanks and under it there are many branch mortgage 
banks and the Madras banks raise capital by issuing bonds and other certi- 
ficates and they are working very successfully as I find from the reports. 
Sir, Land mortgage banks should be established in Bengal, central a9 well 
as local banks, and an attempt should be made to lend money to the agri- 
culturists of Bengal or Agricole, that is, a sort of co-operative society 
through which loans are distributed in Egypt and in some other countries. 
These are my suggestions on the supplementary budget and I hope the 
Hon’ble Minister of Finance will consider them. 

Rai Bahadur JOGENDRA NATH RAY: Mr. President, Sir, the supple- 
mentary estimate of the Hon’ble Finance Minister is a novel one — and the 
novelty lies in its irregular procedure which is contrary to all parliamentary 
practice, that is, placing demands before the House when the expenditure 
was already incurred and no unforeseen emergency was provided for. The 
way in which things are being rushed through the House in these days and 
crores of rupees are being sanctioned leads one to think that perhaps there 
was only one community in Bengal and there was only one party rule. The 
rightful claim of the opposition to be consulted in all important matters 
is given the go-by and bills are being swallowed down the throats of the 
opposition in utter disregard of their opinions, feelings, sentiments and 
above all the security of their life and property and the honour of their 
womenfolk. 

The provision of three crores for famine relief is welcome if the 
Ministry really means business. But a huge sum nearly equal to the yearly 
revenue of the pre-war Assam Government and of the Calcutta Corporation 
if spent simply to keep the Muslim League house in order, will be an utterly 
calnrnitious scandal for the Ministry wdien already the audit is looking 
askance at the method of their spending. Huge sums are earmarked for the 
relief of famine but the masses are where they were. 

The provision of more money for Police is an open admission of the 
defeatist position of the Ministry. Is the excess money required for bring- 
ing in the Panjabi Muslims to terrorise the sons of the Province — Hindus 
and Muslims — because brother fought against brothers. The money is 
being paid by those in whose utter*-distress and danger to life and property 
and women’s honour, the very Police is conspicuous by its absence and 
indifference. 

The provision of supplementary grant for education of Muslim is a shame- 
less betrayal of a communal mentality. If this provision is onlv because 
the Muslims are backward in education, and science, may I ask the Hon’ble 
Minister one question? If the Muslims are backward in education, in 
culture, tradition and wealth, in political consciousness, on what grounds 
do they claim to rule over this fair Province of Bengal? This brute majority 
and its brutal expression in Noukhali and other places will testify to the 
efficiency of the administration" for the future generation when a history 
of this comes to be written. 

The Finance Minister seems to be a bit dejected at the flat refusal of the 
Centre for subvention. If Bengal cannot make b6th ends meet when she 
has not to incur expenditure on the defence, railways, posts and telegraphs, 
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how can ahe attain her financial solvency in an idependent Bengal — the 
dream land of the present Ministry of which the Finance Minister drew ft 
rosy picture forgetting all the while that every rose has its thorns. 

Mf a M1E8IDEHT: Is there any other speaker? Hon’ble Minister. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI* Sir, before I actually reply to 
the debate on the supplementary estimates for 1940-47, I want to state that 
some misrepresentation or misunderstanding has arisen out of my reply to 
the budget debate in this House. Some newspapers have said that I stated 
that Bengal would be the richest and most progressive province not only 
in India but in Asia w T ith a revenue of 400 crores. But what I actually 
stated is what has been reported correctly in one newspaper only, namely, 
the “Statesman”, that at the present moment Bengal is paying over a crore 
of rupees to the Centre. And that I visualised that in the future set up 
when Bengal would be free from the domination of the Centre or of any 
foreign power, we may have a budget framed with a revenue of Its. 200 
crores. That is what I said and I wanted to clarify my position before 1 
take part in the actual debate. 

Now, Sir, with regard to the points raised by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar — 
he said that the census in Bengal was manipulated and therefore these figures 
do not reflect the actual figures of Hindus and Muslims. Mr. Mazumdar is 
not here today, but I may say for the information of the House that no 
doubt there was some amount of political agitation for getting some 
advantage out of the census of 1941. But the fact remains that in the 
Province we have a much larger number of non-Muslim officers than Muslim 
officers. In the census operation of 1941 persons entrusted with the task 
were mostly non-Muslims and Muslims were in minority and therefore if the 
census figures of 1941 showed a Muslim majority of 54 or 55 it is not only 
correct but if there is any error that error has gone towards deflation and 
not towards inflation. 

Mr. Lalit Chandra Das said that the supplementary estimates of the 
budget should be presented to the House before the expenses are actually 
incurred. Theoretically I agree that it is a very sound proposition but in 
practice it cannot be observed. It has neither been practised in this House 
or m other House and it is only when emergency arises and it is only when 
Government are faced with certain emergent expenses which were not 
foreseen when the original budget was presented that excess expenditure has 
to be incurred, when the Legislature is not in session. Therefore invariably 
the practice in Bengal has been to present the supplementary estimates after 
they are incurred. But I agree that it should be the Government's objective 
to present these supplementary estimates as soon after as the expenses are 
incurred. I can assure the House that Government will always try to 
present these supplementary estimates either in the monsoon session or in 
the early November- December session. This year of course there has been 
a departure because of the fact that when this Ministry assumed office the 
budget for 1946-47 had already been certified by His Excellency the Governor 
of Bengal and the budget estimates for 1946-47 had to be presented by 
Government in July session. Therefore it is quite natural that our time- 
table bad to be changed and the supplementary estimates had to be presented 
during the budget session of 1947-48. 

Next, Sir, comes the question that under the head “Famine” we have 
made provision of Ralston, milk powder and dehydrated potatoes — whether 
these items of expenditure is justified or not. To this I would say that last 
year there was an apprehension of scarcity of food in the Province. 
Government after the bitter experience of 1943, for which this Ministry was 
not at all responsible, had to take extra precautionary measures to see that 
the unfortunate happenings of 1943 did not recur again and therefore 
Government had to buv these foodstuffs which would enable Government to 
provide additional food grains and foodstuffs for the people of the province. 
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Sir, “Ralston” is, I believe, a cereal food which can be served as 
a porridge and it was felt that this being rich in vitamin contents 
would be utilised in food canteens as gTuel and that would be able to 
supplement the scarcity of food which might have taken place in the Province 
last year. For the same purpose Government had to buy large * quantities 
of dehydrated potatoes. All these steps had been taken in the nature of 
a famine insurance, and it was a famine insurance which Government had 
to adopt in view of the fact that th4 food position last year was very alarm- 
ing. Most of the foodstuff has been utilised and Government actually had 
to spend more money than was anticipated. I hope the honourable members 
of the House would agree that the Government could not foresee that the 
difficulty would be tided over so easily and Government would be able to 
harness all the available resources of the province in a manner so as to keep 
down scarcity of food in the Province. Mr. Lalit Chandra Das also mention- 
ed that we were importing large number of Punjabi e.r-service men as police. 
Now, Sir, this point has been cleared up by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
in the other House sometime back. For the information of the honourable 
members of this House I may say that the percentage of Muslims in the 
Armed Branch of the Calcutta Police was about 5 to 6 per cent, during the 
unfortunate happenings of August 16th to 19th. The Muslim population 
of Calcutta felt that the police should reflect actually the population in the 
Province so that there may be equal amount of confidence and a feeling of 
security among the Hindus and Muslims. I have not the figures readily 
available with me just now but I might say that as far as I remember in 
the Armed Branch of the Calcutta Police there were 1,200 non-Muslims 
mostly Gurkhas and only 68 to 70 Muslims. That was the reason why we 
could not post communally balanced armed pickets at strategic points. In 
order to do that we must have Muslim policemen. (Mr. Bankim Ciiandra 
I)utta: But why from abroad P) Yes, it may be said why we could not 
' recruit from here but the difficulty was that we were faced with an emergency 
when Government required trained policemen — policemen with at least a 
couple of years’ training. In order to train them as armed policemen they 
must be fully conversant with the use of firearms, must be good marksmen 
and all these qualities cannot be acquired in a single day and therefore we 
had to adopt this policy as an emergency measure so that trained men might 
be immediately available for strengthening the armed police in this metro- 
polis. In order to augment the armed force of the Calcutta Police these 
people were recruited from the disbanded military personnel. Even after 
this recruitment the Muslims will form not even 40 per cent, of the Force. 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das also mentioned about the hostel for the students of 
the Scheduled Castes. Government are trying to do their best in order to 
encourage education among the Scheduled Castes and to give facilities for 
the education of the backward and minority communities. A hostel for the 
Scheduled Castes has been provided in Calcutta. There was the Taylor 
Hostel which was in the occupation of Muslim students but because that 
hostel happened to be situated in an area which was entirely non-Muslim, 
tho Muslim students left that hostel and are now being accommodated else- 
where and that hostel has been given to the Scheduled caste students of 
Calcutta. In addition to this there are other messes and hostels available 
for Scheduled Caste students. If Government feels that there is necessity 
for increasing the hostel accommodation for Scheduled Caste students I 
can assure the House that Government will not hesitate to provide such 
additional facilities for the education of a community which is acknowledged 
by all sections of the House to be backward. 

Now, Sir, Mr. Patiram Rov^says that the people in Bengal are worse off 
than the condition of the Bihar refugees and Bengal’s money cannot be 
spent for non-Bengalees. This accusation comes from Mr. Patiram Roy 
who belongs to a party which has been advocating the cause of a united 
Ipdia. They maintain that there should be no division of India. They 
further maintain that this country is inhabited by one nation. If that be 
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so I cannot understand how Mr. Patiram Roy seeks to create a separate 
nation of tiie Bengalees. I think he cannot blow hot and cold in the same 
breath and therefore he must be consistent. If lie says that India is one 
and it is whbabited by the people of only one nation he cannot at the same 
time differentiate a Bengalee from a non-Bengalee. But if on the other 
hand he thinks that Bengal is inhabited by a separate nation namely the 
Bengalees then he cannot take his stand on the one-nation-theory. Let 
him be Consistent. That is my answer to his observations on this point. 
He then says that the provision for Scheduled Tastes education is inadequate. 
I may point out to him that there was a provision of ”> lakhs of rupees for 
a special Scheduled Castes Education Fund and this fund has* been in 
existence for the last 8 years. This year the present Ministry has increased 
the allotment by another 5 lakhs, i.e., the allotment has been doubled and 
the present allotment for the year 11)47-48 would be 10 lakhs and therefore 
I think Mr. Patiram Roy cannot make any grievance out of the fact that 
Government are not providing extra money for the education of the Scheduled 
Caste boys. So far as the administration of the fund is concerned, I think 
Mr. Patiram Roy is aware of the fact that the fund is administered by a 
special committee, and there is also a special officer for the education of the 
Scheduled Castes. And therefore so far as the encouragement of education 
among the Scheduled Castes is concerned, this matter is entirely in the 
hands of non-officials and officials belonging to the Scheduled Castes 
community. Therefore, his charge that this matter is being neglected by 
Government, does not, in my opinion, hold any water. 

Now, I come to Mr. Nur Ahmed's observations. He says that Bengal 
spends the largest amount on Police. I have not made a comparative state- 
ment of allotment under the head Police of the different Provinces. I admit 
that and therefore I have to accept as fact the statement of Mr. Nur Ahmed. 
But I must tell Mr. Nur Ahmed that Bengal at the present moment, in the 
present political context needs a large police force in order to maintain the 
peace and tranquillity in the Province and therefore no member in this 
House should grudge extra provision for strengthening the police force. 
For the progress and development of this country it is essential that there 
must he absolute tranquillity and absolute law and order in the Province 
and if there is any disturbance, any kind of lawlessness, all development 
schemes and all progress of this Province will he retarded. Therefore it is 
essential, I should say it is of paramount importance that we must make 
even effort to see that law and order is maintained in the Province and 
if necessary — 1 don’t speak of this amount— if if is necessary that further 
sums should be spent in order to achieve that objective I am sure we shall 
have the support of all members of this House in our endeavour to see that 
law and order is maintained and tor that purpose extra money if necessary 
should be spent. He has of course given some suggestion that some 
measures should he devised to give security and protection to the people. 

J agree with him that we should do our utmost to give security and protec- 
tion to the people of this Province. H# has referred to Bombay regarding 
Home Guards and about the Bill which is pending before the Tailed 
Provinces Assembly for the fonnation of a Home Guard organisation in that 
Province. He has not mentioned the tact that even in Bengal the present 
Government have under contemplation a scheme for some volunteer organisa- 
tion in rural areas and it may he Home Guards or it may he Village Defence 
parties, call it by what name you will. But it is the intention of Govern- 
ment to set up volunteer organisations in the mofussil areas for strengthen- 
ing the hands of the police and for maintaining law and order. As I have 
said, I entirely agree that such a volunteer organisation should enjoy the 
confidence and trust of every section of the nepole inhabiting this Province 
and therefore it should be composed not only of Hindus and Muslims hut 
of the Scheduled Tastes and all the minorities living in this Province, and 
it is only if we are successful in setting up such volunteer organisations 
that the real purpose of our setting up such an agency will be served. I 
53 
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entirely agree with Mr. Nur Ahmed and thank him for his suggestion. He 
has said that so far as the general administration is concerned Government 
should make an enquiry regarding retrenchment in it. Members of this 
House will remember that when I presented the budget estimate* ijr 1947-48 
I sounded a note of warning. I said that if the recommendations of the 
Pay Revision Commission are accepted then we may have to face additional 
expenditure of six crores of rupees v but at the same time I suggested that 
Government will have to examine" the present set-up of Government’s 
machinery and will have to find out whether we may be able to effect any 
retrenchment in it. The policy of Government will be to see that efficiency 
is increased but at the same time if there is any surplus manpower that 
should be curtailed. We propose to give all persons an adequate salary, 
but at the same time we snould also see that the fullest return for that 
expenditure is obtained by Government. Therefore I agree with Mr. Nur 
Ahmed that Government should examine this question very carefully and 
I can assure the House that Government are fully alive to this fact that 
there is need for a thorough over-hauling and examination of Government’s 
departmental machinery with a view to finding out (a) whether the present 
set-up is adequate, and if not, how it should be made adequate, and (//), 
whether the scales of pay of Government employees are sufficient or not. 
I agree with Mr. Nur Ahmed that the system of making advances for agri- 
cultural purposes, namely, agricultural loans, is antiquated and public money 
lent to cultivators becomes bad because of the fact that those monies have 
been advanced by Government officers in a most haphazard manner and 
without due regard to proper arrangements for their recovery. Government 
are however now trying to make re-arrangements regarding their recovery. 
It is known to members of this House that Government propose to amend 
the Public Demands Recovery Act with a view to bringing within the 
purview of the Act certain advances already made by Government so that 
the money may be recovered from the agriculturists under the provisions of 
the Public Demands Recovery Act and if this is done, then the money, a 
major portion of which has become almost unrecoverable, will come back 
to the coffers of Government, and I agree with Mr. Nur Ahmed that this 
proposition be examined as to whether the existing system of advances to 
agriculturists is good or whether it should be made through the agency of 
co-operative societies or through properly constituted Land Mortgage Banks. 
1 personally agree with Mr. Nur Ahmed that the co-operative movement 
which is capable of doing a lot of good to the people has not worked up 
to the ideal which was thought of, but it is a movement which is certainly 
capable of delivering the goods to the agriculturists of the Province, and 
I am personally of opinion that this Department of Government should 
require proper overhauling and proper reorganisation so that the co-operative 
societies may function entirely for the benefit of the people. Sir, now I 
come to Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Roy. He lias said that it is a novel 
practice adopted by Government inasmuch as the supplementary demands 
are presented after the expenditure has already been incurred. Rut I have 
already replied to that point. Then, Sir, he said that we are administering 
the Province on a communal basis and that there is a communal, — one party 
and one community Government. 1 would like to point out to him how 
mistaken, how erroneous and how wrong he is. I can say this without any 
fear of contradiction that Bengal is the one Province in India in which there 
is a broad-based Ministry. Most other provinces — take for example Bombay 
there is one-party Government and one-community Government. Then take 
Madras, it has got a one-party and one-community Government. 
<Mr. Bank i m Chandra Dthtta: What about Bihar?) Yes, in Bihar there 
is one party Government. In 4he United Provinces there is one-party 
Government. Of course in the Punjab there is no responsible Government 
now: there is Section 98. Then, Sir, even in Sind there is one-party 
Government. In Bengal, though it is a Muslim League Ministry, the 
personnel of the Ministry is not composed entirely of Muslims. In Bengal 
we have a Cabinet in which Caste Hindus represent — in which Scheduled 
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Castes represe|it and we have representatives of the Muslim League., There- 
fore the TStengid Ministry is the most broad-based Ministjy in India (today 
and it ia composed of Muslims, Caste-Hindu and Scheduled Castes and it is 
not a o^ta»rty Ministry. (Mr. Buoy Singh Nahar: To which party 
Mr. Tara* Nath Mukherji belongs?) It is not a one party Ministry in that 
sense. I want to tell you, Sir, that if the Muslim League wanted they 
could have a purely Muslim League Ministry without any Caste finidus, or 
without a Scheduled Caste and they could always maintain a stable 
Ministry. But the Muslim League point of view is that representation must 
be given to all communities. Muslim League does not want to dominate 
over others and does not want to inflict one community rule on the Hindus. 
As I have said during the budget debate, Muslims have no intention of 
dominating over other communities and they expect that similarly Hindus 
should not want to dominate over the Muslims in this Province. But the 
same cannot be said of other Provinces where Congress hnve one-party 
Government. In the two major presidencies in India Congress have one- 
party and one community Government. So look how generous, how broad- 
minded the Muslim League Ministry in Bengal is. 1 hope Mr. Ihittn could 
have said the same of the Congress. 


I think, Sir, I have dealt with all the points that have been raised in the 
debate. Of course as Mr. Haridas Mazumdar pointed out, this is actually 
in the nature of post-mortem examination because the supplementary budget 
has been passed and also has been authenticated by His Excellency the 
Governor. With these words 1 thank you, Sir, for giving me time to speak 
and the members for giving me a patient hearing. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, the House stands adjourned till 1 -4b 
p.m. tomorrow. 


Adjournment 

The Council then adjourned till 1-45 p.m. on Wednesday, the 2tfth 
March, 1047: — 
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Members absent. 

The following mem ben were absent from the meeting held on the 25th 
March, 1947;— 

(1) Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury, 

(2) Mr. Eric Derrnot Doyne, A 

(8) The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazal Ellahi, 

(5) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan, 

(0) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(7) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(8) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish, 

(9) Mr. T. B. Niimno, 

(10) Dr. Rumud Sankar Kay, 

(11) Haji Md. Yusuf, and 

(12) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 
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First Session, 1947— No. 25. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamher of the Legislative Build, 
ing, Calcutta, on Wednesday the ‘2()th March. D47 at 1 -4o p.m. being the 
‘J"»t h day of the First Session of 1!)47, pursuant to section <>*J(~)(u) of the 
(Government of India Act, IMo. 

Mr. President (the HonTde Sir Buoy Pkasvd Sixoii Boy, k.c.i.l. ) was 
m the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Relief work in Noakhali by Mrs. Sucheta Kripalani, wife of the Congress 

President. 

75. Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MITRA (on behalf of 
Mr, Lalit Chandra Das)! (o) Will the Hon'hle Minister in charge ot the 
Home Department be pleased to state whether the (iovernnient has seen a 
leport m the newspapers that at the end ot December last Mrs. Sucheta 
hnpulam, wile ot the Congress President, with other female workers were 
in a relief camp in a village about ‘J miles from Dattapara in Noakhali, uud 
-i plot to raid that camp by the hooligans of the majonU community was 
detected h\ some ot the relief workers and the police and military being 
miormed m time, the pint tailed ? 

\b) Will the Government take any steps to find who were the plotters 
and punish them? If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED (on behalf of the Minister 
in charge of the Home Department)! (<n On the 41st December, HMti, 
Mrs. Kripalani, who was then living in Baralia village near Dattapara, 
informed the Assistant Sub-Inspector of Police at Dattapara that she appre- 
hended an attack on her camp by Muslim hooligans that night. The Assistant 
Nub-Inspector immediately sent information to the military camp at Ilujir- 
para, and proceeded to Mrs. Kripalani’s camp accompanied by the Relief 
Ciude Officer and the President of the Union Board, Maulvi Jalaluddin. 
Nome troops also went from Ilajirpara to Baralia. No incident took place, 
mid enquiries indicated that the information which Mrs. Kripalani had 
received was baseless. 

( b ) Does not arise. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, in response to the request of the 
Hon’hle Minister in charge of Labour with reference to my supplementary 
juestion the other day regarding thp Tramways strike 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I thought you were putting up a 
upplementary question to Question No. 7 V You should take the permission 
d the Chair before you get up. 

Mr. HARIDAS »MAZUMDAR: I thought you had permitted me inas- 
much as you did not object to my proceeding with the matter. 

(There being no supplementary questions.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now you can raise your point, Mr. Mazumdar. 
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Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: With reference to my question the *other 
day regarding the Tramways strike, and in response to the request of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Labour and Commerce for notice to answer 
that supplementary question put by me, I tabled a short notice question 
which runs thus — 

With reference to the supplementary question and the request of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Labpur and Commerce for notice, in connec- 
tion with the short notice question regarding the Calcutta Tramways strike, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if any cause has arisen for the 
cancellation of the licence granted to the Calcutta Tramway Company in 
terms of any condition imposed on them thereunder or by virtue of any 
provision in the existing laws or regulations of the land. It so, why has 
not the licence yet been cancelled? etc. 

Thut was the short notice question and it is on the 17th, Sir. that L 
tabled this question. It is a very urgent matter and 1 hope the Minister 
will be in a position to reply to this short notice question immediately. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I want some time to answer 
this. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So tai as I remember, Mr. Shanisuddin Ahmed, I 
admitted this as a shoit notice question and very likely it was sent to \ our 
Department, li you cannot reply today you may do mi tomoirow. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I shall try to reply 
tomorrow, Sir. As regards the point that it is to be tieated as a short notice 
question and replied to at shorter notice than usual, I find that it is stated 
in a Memorandum issued from m\ office to your department that the Hon’ble 
Minister m charge of Commerce, Labour and Industries Department, lias not 
agreed to answer the question as a shoit notice question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That im *ans that the question ot Mi. Haridas 
Mazumdar is not going to bo answered by you as a shoit notice question. 
I see the point. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Aiiswet is due on a longei notice also 
I put in my short notice question on 17th March, 047. dust now tic* 
Hnn'hle Minister said lhal he will reply tomorrow. He may do so. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Questions over. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: There is one othei question. 
Sir, nnd that is to be answered by me. I was absent yesterday and that 
question (No. 744 was held over by you, 1 believe. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That question has not again been on ciliated to 
members and so it cannot be taken up today. We may take it up tomorrow 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: All right. Sir. 

The Calcutta Rent Bill, 1946. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: N ow, instead of item No. II on the agenda I propose 
to take up item No. Ill first. Item No. II will come afterwards. So let 
us now take up the Calcutta Kent Bill. I believe, Mr. Clarke, you were 
in possession of the House the other day. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: I have already moved the amendment (No. Soil 
of Late List No. IH and 1 believe it is being debated. The debate has not 
yet been concluded I believe,* 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I bcTievc Mr. Clarke has moved his amendment 
No. asB. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: Yes, Sir, I have moved it but the debate on it ha 4 
nof been concluded. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Amendment moved that for clause 13 
of ihe Bill, the following be substituted, namely: — 

“13. (1) No suit or proceeding bv a landlord against a tenant in posses. 

sion of any premises for eviction of such tenant 
therefrom in which any of the grounds specified 
in clauses {(> > and {d) of the proviso to Mib-sectiou 
(/) of section 12 has been taken as a ground for 
such eviction shall be entertained by any Court 
unless the landlord has been permitted by the 
( ontroller by an order in writing under sub- 
section {o) to institute such suit or proceeding 
and has produced before such Court proof that 

such permission has been granted. 

(2) If in any suit or proceeding by a landlord against a tenant in posses- 
sion of any premises for eviction of such tenant therefrom, a decree or 
order for the recovery of possession of such premise* lias been made before 
the date of commencement of this Act on any of the gi minds specified in 
clause (r; of the proviso to sub-paragraph (/) of paragraph !) of the Calcutta 
House Rent Control Order, 11)43, or in clause (ri of the proviso to sub- 
paragraph (7) of paragraph 10 of the Bengal House Rent Control Order, 
11142, but the possession of such premises has not been recovered from the 
tenant, the execution of such decree or order shall he staved until the land- 
lord produces before the Court by which such decree or order may be 
executed or in which such execution is pending, as the east* ma\ he, proof 
that he was permitted b\ the Controller appointed under the Calcutta House 
Rent Control Order, 1D43, or the Bengal House Rent Control Order, 11)42, 
as the case imn he. to institute such suit or proceeding oi to prosecute 
such suit or proceeding or to recover possession of such premises by the 

execution of such decree oi order oi that he has been permit fed hy the 

('ontroller hy an order in writing under sub-section (•>> to recover possession 
of such premise^ bv the execution of such decree or older. 

(Ji A landlord who desires to obtain from the Controller, - 

(a i an\ older referred to in sub-section (/) permitting him to institute 
a suit or proceeding referred to in that sub-section against a 
tenant in possession of any premises for evicting such tenant 
therefrom, or 

(/;) anv order referred to in suh-sertion {2 » permitting him to recover 
possession of the premises in lespect oi which anv dccice or 

order referred to in the said sub-section has been made hy the 

execution of such decree oi order, 

shall apply in writing to the Controller in that behalf, and if, on receipt 
of such application, the Controller, after giving the tenant in possession 
of the premises an opportunity for showing cause against the application 
and after considering all the circumstances of the case, is satisfied that,— 

(t) in the case referred to in clause (a) , there is sufficient cause to hold 
that any of the grounds specified in clauses (b) and (d) of' the 
proviso to sub-section (/i of section 12 which has been taken 
by the landlord as a ground for eviction of the tenant in such 
suit or proceeding exists, and that in the case of a suit or 
proceeding for eviction on the ground specified in clause (h) 
of the said proviso, the consent of the landlord to sublet the 
premises has not been unreasonably withheld, and 

(it) in the case referred to in clause (b), it is a fit case for the landlord 
to recover possession of the premises by execution of the decree 
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or order referred to in that clause on any of the grounds referred 
to in sub-section (2) on which such decree or order has been 
made, 

the Controller shall, after recording his reasons in writing, make the Order 
applied for, and, if the Controller is not so satisfied, he shall, also after 
recording his reasons in writing, make an order rejecting the application. 

(4) The Controller may, before making under sub-section (•>) any order 
referred to in sub-section (2) permitting a landlord to recover possession 
of any premises bv the execution of a decree or order, allow such time as 
he considers necessary to the tenant to vacate the premises and to deliver 
possession thereof to the landlord.” 

Mr. BIREN ROY 5 Sir, Mr. ( larke after being thwarted in his previous 
amendment by the Government has now tried to bring in the same clause 
1 •! ( / ) , ( 2 ) , (*>), (•/) which was in the original Bill. 1 think it was not 
necessary for the Select Committee spending so much money to go through 
the whole Bill alter deleting the clause and go back thiough the back door 
and insert this clause in the Bill again. We oppose the procedure as such 
and I think that this amendment should not he included in the Bill at all. 

Mr. BIJOY 8INCH NAHAR: Sn, my friend Mr. Hoy has rightly 
pointed out that it is really a backdoor policy. 1 am surpiwd at the way 
ill which the Bill has been conducted. This is a vei y impoitunt Bill. We 
considered in the Select Committee the Bill clause by clause. 1 was a 
member of the Select ( ommittee and I know that tin* clauses were accepted 
by the Select Committee and piaetieally theie was no opposition. Now 
Mr. Clarke brings this amendment keeping the tonnei draft as a whole 
which was deleted by the Select ( ommittee after caietul consideration. The 
thing that siu puses nit' is the attitude »d ( io\ ei nment . Government were 
repiescnted then* and the Chairman was the Hnn'ble Ministci himself and 
accepting m the Select Committee the w hole Bill as has been recommended 
b\ tht* Select Committee they are now gi\ing theii support to the amend- 
ment moved by Mi. Claihe I do not kimw what new thing has sprung up 
ill the meantime. Go\ennnent •*pi , nt a lot »*t mnne\ attej ilie Select Com- 
mittee and now' the whole spirit of tin* Select Comnuthe is being changed 
by tins amendment. I do not know why Government lias changed its 
attitude, May we take it that the Go\enmient oi the Ministet in charge ot 
this Bill did not make up their mind belore the tvpoit oi the Select ( om- 
nnUee actually came belore the House. We find that the Chief Whip 
ot their party putting amendment of the clauses and Mr. Clarke has accepted 
it. The Government at the beginning did not consider what they want to 
do or not t-o do. Cuming to the House they have changed their mind 
suddenly 1 do not know why About the clause we find that it refers to 
taking permission from the Controller. What happens i> that when an owner 
of the House and the tenant find H necessary to stait a suit they will have 
to go to the ('out roller first. That means they have to have proceedings 
twice — first they have to go to the Kent Controllei , they have to appoint 
lawyers ami incur expenditure and when the suit is heard by the Bent Court, 
then when they have the permission oi the Rent Court they will have to go 
to the ordinary court and will have to incur further expenditure — there will 
be duplicate expenditure over tin* same tiling. What the Select Committee 
suggested is that the party is to go to the court and not to the Controller 
and therefore the court would decide promt facn whether there is any case 
or not. But the amendment provides for duplicate expenditure to he incurred 
by the patty. We know. Sir, how the Rent Controller's Office is doing the 
work. If you go, Sir, to the Rent Controller's Office you will be able to 
see for yourself how difficult it is to get a thing done there. I would 
request the Hon’ble Minister in charge really to go to that office to see 
these things for himself. For one-piece of information a person has to 
dance attendance there for a very long time and has to pay large amount of 
money to the officers concerned. I make this charge deliberately and I 
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know what is happening there. Government should see how one of their 
departments is working. I do not know whether Mr. Clarke had any 
occasion to go to that otlice. I am sure if he had gone there he would not 
have brought in an amendment like this. To get their grievances remedied, 
tenants will have to .spend large sums of money as fees to (he luwyers if 
they have to go through the Rent Controller, if they have not to go 
through the Controller lot of money would he saved. If the Government 
want to do some good to the poor people, to the sufferers, and which we also 
really want, they should not adopt this duplicate procedure. For it will help 
neither the tenant nor the landlord. Mr. Abdulla-ul-Mahmud told the House 
the other da\ that the Rent Controller is of a judicial mind and one will 
not have to spend much except annas 1 '2 as application fee. Sir. he perhaps 
docs not know what happening there. I contradict him h\ saying that 
there are lot nt expenses ^ . I again say that let the Govern- 

ment accept tht* Select Committee’s proposal. If the\ do not accept it then 
it is no use waiting the time ot the honourable mem hoi * by going to the 
Select Committee and wasting the public monex . With those words, I 
oppose the amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, Mr. Nahar raises a question 
of procedure. He >a\s ll Government does not accept the proposal of the 
Select Committee then it was no good having a Select Committee. 1 think 
in that cas<* a Bill need not come to this House again. From (lie Seleci 
Committee it might go to the Assemhh. 1 do not think anybody will 
accept this procedure. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: On a point ot personal explanation. Sir. 

1 did not s,i\ that. I said Government should not go hack upon the Select 
Committee Report to which the\ wen* a par1\. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I think the House has the right 
to amend the recommendation ot the Select Committee. 1 do not know why 
Government will not have that pimlege The question is the question of 
delay and the amendment ot Mr. Claike amis at minimising tht* debts involv- 
ed m disposing <tt a case because lit* feels that delay is uimeeessaril\ involved 
in laking a case hist (<> flu* Rent Contmllei and then to tin* Civil Court and 
1 think it is common knowledge and common experience that it Ihis 
procedure ot nppionclmig the Controllei tiist is followed the eases \\ill be 
disposed ot much speediei than will be the ease in the Civil Court and at 
less cost to the parties. The Seleci Committee pmposed two stages. 
Firstly they will have to appl> to the eouit on a preliminary prnnt whether 
those grounds alleged h\ the landloid in the petition to evict a tenant exist 
oi not. and it then* is a /n mm font case made nut against the tenant tor 
eviction the couit will allow the landlord to pioeeed with the suit. It ihis 
piocedtire is followed the dela\ will he much mine and the expense involved 
greater than would he the case it the case is first referred to and decided 
on by t lie Rent Contioller. Now Government having considered the 
interests of both the landlord and tin* tenant with regard to the question 
of specdiei disposal anil lessei cost had to disagree with the proposal of the 
Select Committee and wanted tn amend the clause in the House. Now the 
Rent Controller is subject to the control of the Government so far as the 
administrative side is concerned, i.e., it the Controller delays in disposing 
of eases Government can call for his explanation why a case has not been 
disposed of in time. In addition to linn there will be a part-time Rent 
Controller who will be appointed soon, probably before this Bill become* an 
Act of the Legislature. With the appointment of the part-time Rent 
Controller the cases cannot remain undisposed of for a long time, f hope, 
Sir, in view of this explanation my friends in the Opposition will not oppose 
this amendment.. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not propose to read out the whole amendment 
over again. The question tafore the House is that amendment No. 83B 
moved by Mr. C'larlte be substituted for clause 13 of the Bill. 
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The question was put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYE8 — 28. 


Mr. Abdulla-* l-Mahmud 
Mr. 8ultanuddln Ahmed 
Ral Bahadur Dhirantfra Lai Barua 
Mr. RMjuddln Bhuiya 
Khan Bahadur 8yad Abdur Rath Id 
Chowdhury 

Mr. Chowdhury Moazzam Hussain 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury 

Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury 

Mr. 8yod Fazio Rabbi Chowdhury 

Mr. C. E. Clarks 

Mrs. Labanyaprova Outt 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Hague 


Mr. G. J. K. Hook 

The Hon'blo Mr. Saiyod Muazzamuddin 
Hussain. 

Mr. Latafat Hossain 
AlhaJ Yar All Khan 
•?Mr. Mobarak All Khan 
Mr. Abdul Latiff 

The Hon’blo Mr. Tarak Nath Mukorjoa 
Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddln Pathan 
Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy 
Miss Ethel Robertson 
Mr. Satish Chandra 8en 
Or. Kasiruddin Talukdar 


N0E8— 11. 


Mr. Hemondra Kumar Das 
Mr, Kamlnl Kumar Dutta 
Mr. Mangturam Jaipur)* 

Mr. Satish Chandra Jana 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohon Maitra 

Mr. Bojoy 8ingh Nahar 


Ral Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray 

Mr. Blren Roy 

Mr. Biswanath Roy 

Mr. Patlram Roy 

Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal 


(Ayes being 26 and Noes 11 the motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. San \ al. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL: 1 beg to move that after clause l‘l 
of the Bill, the tollowing new clause CIA, be added, namely: — 

“CIA. Notw ithstanding anything contained in the Court fees Art, insuits 
for eviction of tenant the Court tee payable on the plaint shall be 
calculated on the amount of rent pax able for one month but m no case shall 
such court tee exceed rupees five onl\”. 


Sir, the amendment is quite clear and 1 do not like to speak anything 
about it. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: Amendment moved that aftei clause Id oi the Bill, 
the following new clause CIA, be added, nuinelx : - 

41 HA. Not withstanding anything contained in the Court dees Act in 
suits for eviet ion of tenant the Court fee paxable on the plaint shall be 
calculated on the amount of rent payable tor one month but in no case shall 
Much court fee exceed rupees five only . 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, 1 use to suppoit this ver\ simple amendment 
of m\ friend. f l lie main tiling there Ls that (iovernment an t in the 
interest of tenants that ejectment should he made piactiealK impossible. 
Here, Sir, a dictator has been appointed and more dictators will he there 
and utter one passes trom one person b\ spending a lot ot money in the Court 
of the Controller ot Bent he lias to file a suit again in the civil court: that 
means he is being doubly taxed and therefore if \ou only provide u reduction 
in the court fee in such cases it would he ot course a ver\ slight benefit to 
the persons who are in real distress about getting possession of their own 
rooms, therefore 1 think the Hon hie Minister m charge would not dis- 
agree in accepting this von reasonable amendment from this side of the 
H ouse. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, this reduction of court fee 
is not 'Called for, because in that ease the couit would have heard in the 
preliminary point. Here he will ^>ay onK annas 12 as petition fee and if 
the petition is rejected he will nol have to go to the Civil Court at all. In 

f renuine cases where there is a primu tacie case against a tenant he will 
Hive to pay court fee on the annual rental basis. So there is no hardship. 
1 do not think the amendment is reasonable. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that after clause 
13 of the Bill the following new clause 13A, be added, namely: — 

“13A. Notwithstanding anything contained in the Court fees Act, in 
suits for eviction of tenant the Court fee payable on the plaint shall be 
calculated on the amount of rent payable for one month but in no case shall 
such Court-fee exceed rupees five only.” 

(The motion was put and lost.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Question before the House is that clause 13 as 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was put and agreed to. 'I 

Clause 14. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 14 stand part of the Bill. 

Amendment Nos. HOA. HOC and H3A and H3C are out of order. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: On a point ot information. Sir. May I enquire 
why my amendment Nos. HOA, HOC and H3A and H3C are out ot orders 

Mr. PRESIDENT: They are out ot order, because identical amend- 
ments moved by Mr. Nur Ahmed had been rejected by the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Mr. Nur Ahmed's amendments 
and these amendment > are not the same. There is a difference. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What the difference? 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: One minute, Sir. 1 shall just 
explain it to \ou In Mi Nut Ahmed’s amendment (No. 7HA > that was 
negatived b\ the House, the question ol suh-letting and the question of the 
permission °t the Rent Contioller to Mihlet were not there. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 shall have it examined further. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Yes, Sir In Mr. Clarke's 
amendment substituting a new clause foi the Bill clause No. 13, which has 
pist now been passed b\ the House, Suh-letting lias been liilioduced. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think Mr. Nur Ahmed's amendment (No. 7HA ) 
turned down by the House and tin* one Mr. Clarke wants to move now, 
namely, No. HOA-fMIC are practically identical 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Yes, Sir, that amendment No. 7HA of 
Mr. Nur Ahmed, I mean clause 14 which he wanted to insert for Bill clause 
No. 14, was already negatived by the House and amendment No. HOA-HOC 
of Mr. Clarke is an exact reproduction of Mr Nur Ahmed’s clause 14. 
Mr. Clarke's amendment (No. H(JA-HOC) i* just identical with Mr. Nur 
Ahmed’s amendment No. 7HA already# rejected. No question of the 
introduction of sub-letting arises. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I will explain the point. 
Clause 13 has changed the whole question. You look up the clauses and 
tin* amendments one by one and in that way you proceed with them. 
Mr. Clarke's clause No. 13 which we have just now accepted was a new T 
thing and therein has been introduced the question of approaching the Rent 
Controller for permission to sub-let a premises. Reference is made therein 
to suh-letting a premises. This was not there in Mr. Nur Ahmed's amend- 
ment. Earlier in the dehate we had included sub-letting also. The wording 
may be the same but the scope is quite different if you examine clauses 14 
and 15 in the light of clause No. 13 which has been accepted today. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let me have the point examined by the experts of 
the Council Department. Let the matter stand over for the time being. 
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The Hon’bJe Mr. FAZLUR RAHMANS All right, Sir. 

Mr. BIREN ROYS On a point of order. Sir. We do not want this to 
be held over and inasmuch as Mr. Nur Ahmed’s clause 14 has already been 
rejected by the House. Mr. Clarke’s clause 14 which is exactly the same as 
Mr. Nur Ahmed’s should not be entertained by the House. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That is not a point of order. If the Chair is in doubt 
about a point the Chair is entitled tq, ; examine it further. 

Mr. BIRENROY: W e cannot haphazardly go on with the other clauses. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I A‘t me have the matter examined before I give my 
final decision. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: In that case we should better stop here 
for the day. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am airaid not. 

Clauses 14 and Jo. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let clause 14 and \o stand over today. 

Clause 10. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause Hi stand part ot the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause Hi stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

Clause 10 A. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause UiA stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Sir, 1 beg to mo\e that in clause H»A of the 
Bill, the words “his rights under an\ lease in respect of such premises or" 
in lines JI-10 be omitted. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in clause 1(*A of the Bill, 
the words “his rights under any lease in respect oi such premises or" in 
lines M-10 be omitted. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

Mr.' CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 
lt)A of the Bill, the following be added at the end, namely: — 

“or his right to evict the tenant". 

I do not make any speech. ' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in clause UiA of the Bill, 
the following be added at the end, namely: — 

“or his right to evict the tenant". 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Th is amendment is unnecessary 
as the object of the amendment is covered by the existing clause. So I 
oppose the amendment. 

(The question was put and lost.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question that clause IGA as amended stand part 
of the Bill. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 
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Clause 18. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Clause 18 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. GHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: I beg to move that at the end of 
clause 18 of the Bill the following proviso be added, namely: — 

“Provided that a tenant who is in arrears of rent shall not be entitled 
to make any application under this section". 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Amendment moved that at the end of clause 18 of 
the Bill, the following proviso be added, nameh : — 

“Provided that a tenant who in airear> of rent shall not be entitled 
to make .my application under this section". 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir. 1 rise to support this amendment of Mr. Sunval. 
It is also a ven reasonable amendment. Even thing has been provided 
in clause 18 by which the landlord will be asked within K> days- the time 
Las been extended a little bit — to repair any damage to his building. The 
tenant may be in arrears ot rent for any number ot mouths and perhaps the 
Jandloid ma\ not be able to tile a case on account ot the proceedings ol the 
Controller, but at the same time he will have to pa\ out of his own pocket, 
in spite ot the tenant being a defaulter for an\ number of months, the cost 
of repairs ot his house, for the benefit of the said defaulter tenant, and 
which repair must be completed within two months. In these days every 
one knows how difficult it is to do this when cement and other materials 
are controlled ami are not available, and it is \ery difficult for a landlord 
to execute any repairs ot an\ kind. In these circumstances, we consider this 
amendment very reasonable which provides th.it a dcfaultei tenant should 
not be entitled to make an\ application under section IN. | think the 
Rouble Minister will accept it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sn, 1 think this amendment is 
very unreasonable inasmuch as the landlord is requued to discharge his 
obligation to repair bis house. What he is requued to do is to dischuige 
his obligation to his tenant to repair the building that is the first point to 
make and it is not consequential on the pa\mei»1 of the rent or it cannot he 
made obligatory that unless the lent is regulark paid flu* lepaiis would not 
be made or the house would not be kept in proper lepaiis. It this sort of 
provision is allowed to he kept m the ealuse it will defeat the object of the 
Bill. So I oppose it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that at the end of 
clause 18 ot the Bill, the follow rug pro\ iso be added, name!\ : - 

“Provided that a tenant who is in arrears of rent shall not be entitled 
to make a n \ application under this seehon' . 

The motion was put and lost. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, I beg to move that utter sub-clause i*l) of 
clause 18 of the Bill, the following sub-clause be added, namely: — 

1 It a landlord applies to the Controller regarding damages caused 
by the tenant to the premises, the Controller shall cause a notice to be 
served on the tenant within 48 hours of the receipt of such application and 
direct the tenant to allow inspection of damages by the landlord or bis agent 
so that details of such damages ma\ be submitted to the Controller who will 
then cause enquiries to be made regarding costs of repairs and make the 
same payable by the teuant with the rent of the next month so that repairs 
may be promptly effected. Failure to pay such cost should be treated a# 
non-compliance with the provisions of this Act and should be a reason for 
ejection proceeding.” ' 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that after sub-clause ( 3 ) of 
clause 18 of the Bill, the following sub-clause be added, namely: — 

“( 4 ) If a landlord uppliew to the Controller regarding damages caused 
by the tenant to the premises, the Controller shall cause a notice to be 
served on the tenant within 48 hours of the receipt of such application and 
direct the tenant to allow' inspection of damages by the landlord or his agent 
ao that details of such damages may be submitted to the Controller who will 
then cause enquiries to be made regarding costs of repairs and make the 
same payable by the tenant with the rent of the next month so that repairs 
may be promptly effected. Failure to pay such costs should be treated as 
non-compliance with the provisions of this Act and should be a reason for 
ejection proceeding.” 

Mr. BIJOY 8INCH NAHAR: Sir, I support this amendment. This is 
a very reasonable amendment consequential on clause 12. We have provided 
that whenever there is any damage in the house the tenant cannot always 
write to the landlord for repairs. If the damage is due to the tenant’s 
fault, if he did the damage willingly then the tenant is liable to pay for 
the repairs. The Controller should ask the tenant to pay the cost of the 
repairs. I hope this amendment should be accepted by the Government. 

The Hon’ble Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir. it is extraordinary that 
my friends opposite have become enamoured of the Controller. Now, Sir, 
already there is a remedy. The landlord can go to the Civil Court, against 
these damages. He need not go to the Conlrollei . 

I oppose the amendment. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that after sub- 
. clause ( 3 ) of clause 18 of the Bill, the following sub-clause be added, 
namely 

“(7i If a landlord applies to the Controller regarding damages caused 
by the tenant to the premises, the Controller shall cause a notice to be 
■served on the tenant within 48 hours ot the leceipt of such application and 
direct the tenant to allow inspection ot damages h\ the landlord or his agent 
so that details ot such damages ma\ be submitted to the ( nntiollci who will 
'then cause enquiries to be made regarding costs nf repairs and make the 
same payable by the tenant with the rent ot the next month so that repaiis 
-may be prompt l\ effected. Failure to pay such costs should be tieated as 
non-compliance with the provisions of this Act and should be a reason for 
•ejection proceeding.” 

The motion was put and a Division taken with the following result: — 


AYES — 10. 


Mr. Hemendra Kumar Dat 

Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta 

Mr. 8atlsh Chandra Jana 

JVai Bahadur Brojendra Mohon Maitra 

Mr. Bajoy Singh Nahar 


Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Roy 

Mr. Blren Roy 

Mr. Biswanath Roy 

Mr. Patiram Roy 

Mr. Charu Chandra Sanya! 


NOES— 27. 


Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud 

Mr. Sultanuddln Ahmad 

Rai Bahadur Dhlrandra Lai Barua 

Mr. Raajuddln Bhulya 

Mr. L, P. 8. Bourn# 

Khan Bahadur 8yad Abdur Rashid 
Chowdhury. 

Mr. Chowdhury Moazzem Hussain 
Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury 
Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury 
Byad Fail# Rabbi Chowdhury 
Mr. C. E. Clark# 

Mrs. Labanyaprova Outt 


Mr. G. J. K. Hook 

Mr. Latafat Hossain 

Alha) Yar Ali Khan 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan 

Mr. Abdul Latif 

Mr. Gaorga Morgan 

Khan Bahadur Gyasuddin Pathan 

Khan Bahadur Mokhltsur Rahman 

Mr. Abdur Rashid 

Mr. Amulyadhona Roy 

Miss Ethal Robertson 

Dr. Kasimuddin Talukdar 

Mr. Md. Tauftp 

Khan 8ahib Maulvi Wahiduzzaman 


Sir Md. Axtxut Haqua, Khan Bahadur 

Ayes being 10 and Noes 27 the amendment was io>t. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 18 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was put and agreed to A 

Clause ISA. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This clause cannot be taken up now, because if 
amendments on clauses 14 and 1 •’> are admissible, then only this will be 
admissible, otherwise not. So. let this clause be held over. 

Clause 19. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The que stion is that clause lb stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Sir, I beg to move tlmt in sub- 
clause (/) of clause 10 of the Bill, after the word “knowingly” in line 1, 
the words ‘‘offers or pays or” be inserted 

Sir, this clause deals with the penaltx for recovering rent in excess of 
the standard rent. Tt is only the receiver who comes under the provisions 
of this Act, but I think the giver also must be roped in because he is also 
a party to an illegal transaction, and so m\ amendment aims at both the 
receiver and the givei . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (7) of clause 
19 of the Bill, after the word “knowingly” in line 1, tin* words “offers or 
pays or’' be inserted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: 1 simpK oppose it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in sub-clau.se 
(/> of clause 19 of tin* Bill, after the word “knowingly” in line 1, the words 
“offers or pays or” be inserted. 

The question was put and lost. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Sir 1 beg to move that in sub- 
clause (/) ot ( laiise 1!* ot tin 1 Bill, for the woids “the party aggiieved in 
line 7. the words “tin* tenant o? the landhud as the case max be ' be substi- 
t uted . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved t li.it in sub-clause ( / » of tin* 
Bill for the words “the pait\ aggiieved” in line 7, tin* words “the tenant 
oi the landlord as the case max he’ be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sil . I oppose it . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question befoie the House is that in sub-clause 
(/) of clause 19 of tin* Bill, tin the words “the pait\ aggiieved” in line 7, 
the woids “the tenant oi the landloid as the case max be be substituted. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. SHAHOODUL HAQUE: Sir. I beg to move that 
in sub-clause (7> ot clause 19 of the Bill foi the words beginning with 
“whoever knowingly” and ending with “paitx aggrieved be liable’ in 
lines 1 to 11, the following be substituted, munch : — 

“(7) Whoever knowing! \ — 

(a \ receives whether directly oi indirectly any sum on account of the 
rent of any premises in excess of the standard rent, oi 

(h\ receives whether directly nr liidirectlv, or invites, offers or asks 
for, any premium, salami, fine oi any other like sum in addition 
to the standard lent except as pioxided in section 7, or 
(o receives, whether direct h or imlirectlx any sum as rent in advance 
in excess of one month’s rent without tin* written consent of the 
Controller. 

shall on fhe complaint pf the party aggrieved or of the Provincial Govern- 
ment be liable — ’ T 
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Sir, the amendment is more or less consequential upon this House accept- 
ing it in connection with clause 6 of the Bill which is an obligatory clause 
and this is n penal clause. This addition to the clause seeks a remedy. 
But here the “Provincial Government” has also been added. I do not want 
to make a long speech. It is a consequential amendment and I hope the 
House will accept it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (1) of clause 
J9 of the Bill, toi the words beginning with “whoever knowingly” and 
ending with “party aggrieved he liable” in lines 1 to 11, the following be 
substituted, namely: — 

“(/) "Whoever knowingly — 

(at receives whether directly or indirectly any sum on account of the 
renl of any prenises in excess of the standard rent, or 
(h) receives whether directly or indirectly, nr invites, offers or asks 
for, any premium, salami, fine or an\ other like sum in addition 
to the standard rent except as provided in section 7, or 
(r) receives whether directly or indirectly any sum as Tent in advance 
in excess of one month’s rent without the written consent of the 
Controller, 

shall on tht* complaint of the party aggrieved or of the Provincial Government 
be liable — ” 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir. I accept it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in sub- 
clause (/» of elaiise 10 of the Bill foi the words beginning with “whoever 
knowingly” and ending with “part\ aggrieved he liable” in lines 1 to 11, 
the following lie substituted, munch 

“(/) Whoever knowingly — 

(t/1 receives whethei direct I v or indirectly an\ sum on account of the 
rent of any premises in excels ot tlie standard rent, or 
(1) receives whether directly or indirectly, oi invites, offeis or asks 
tor, an\ premium, salami, fine oi an\ other like sum in addition 
to the standard rent except a* provided in section 7, or 
(<h receives whether diieotly or indirect!) any sum a* rent in advance 
in excess of one month's rent without the written consent of the 
Controller, 

shall on the complaint of the paitv aggrieved or of the Provincial Govern- 
ment he liable 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The ouestiou before the House is that clause PJ as 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

t/l'he motion was put and agreed to.) 

Chiu sc 20. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Clause 20 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause *20 stand part of the Bill. 
(The motion was put and agreed to.) 

Clause 21. 

Mr. PRE8IDENTC Clause 21* stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 21 stand part of the Bilh 
(The motion was put and agreed to.) 
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Clause 21 A. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 21 A stand part of the Bill. 

Rai Bahadur JOGENDRA NATH RAY: Sir, I he# to move that in 
clause 21A of the Bill for the word “three” in line 2 the word “six M be 
substituted. 

Sir, the time allowed is extremely short. So, I have moved this amend- 
ment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in clause 21 A of the Bill 
for the word “three” in line 2 the word “six” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I accept the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in clause 21 A 
of the Bill for the word “three” in line 2 the word “six” be substituted. 

(The motion was put and agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 21A 
as amended stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was put and agreed to. i 

Clouse 22 . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 22 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before tin* House is that clause 22 stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was put and agreed to. » 

Clause 22 A. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 22A stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 22A stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was put and agreed to. i 

Chiu<c 2 .;. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 2d stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 2d stand purl of tin* Bill. 

(The question was put and agreed to. i 

(louse 24. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 24 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: May I have your pci minion, Sir, to move 
amendment No. 1-\S on behalf of Mr. N'ur Ahmed who i, absent ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That i< not the n<tial practice. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Government sometimes move 
so. 

Mr. SULTANUDDIN AHMED: As Mr. Xur Ahmed is absent. Sir, I 
think it can be allowed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : I am sure it will create an undesirable precedent. 

Mr. SULTANUDDIN AHMED: A member may be unavoidably absent 
on a particular day. It may be in the intere*t of nil concerned to have this 
amendment discussed in the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If the entire House agrees to it I have no objection. 

(Cries of “no”, “no” from the Opposition Benches.) 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: In the circumstances clause 24 is held over just to 
give Mr. Nur Ahmed a chance to come and move it tomorrow.' 

Mr. BIREN ROY: That is allright, Sir. 

Clause 26. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 2o stand part of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: In view of the fact that the 
Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947, has already been 
passed by both the Houses of the Legislature and inasmuch as that Bill 
contains among other Ordinances, the Calcutta Kent Ordinance, 1940, some 
consequential changes have to be made in this Calcutta Rent Bill, i.e., a 
clause will have to be incorporated in this Calcutta Kent Bill to repeal that 
Kent Ordinance. 1 shall move a short notice amendment, Sir, with your 
permission, later on. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Such being the case let clause 2o stand over for the 
present. 

Clause 26. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 2b stand part ot the Bill. 

Mr. L. P. 8. BOURNE: Sir, 1 move that in sub-clause (1) ot clause 2(1 
of the Bill, after the word “may” in line 1, the commas and words “subject 
to the condition ot previous publication", be inserted. 

Sir, the* reason for tins amendment is obvious ;md you will not want me 
to waste the time of the House by explaining the amendment. The Bill is 
ot such general public importance that it is only right that the public should 
have a chance to see the Rules which (Jovernment intend to bring in to 
implement the clauses of the Bill when it is passed. It is for this reason. 
Sir, and the interest the general public is taking in the progress of this Bill 
that I usk the Government to accept this amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (1 ) of clause 
2b of the Bill, after the word “may" in line 1. the commas and words 
“subject to the condition of previous publication", be inserted. 

The Hon'ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: 1 accept the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The que st ion before the House is that in sub-clause 
(/) of clause 2b of the Bill, alter the woid “ma\" in line 1. t he commas 
and words “subject to the condition ot previous publication", be inserted. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The mi estion before the House is that clause 2b as 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

Clause 10. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I now propose to take up clause 10 of the Bill. 

Rai Bahadur JOGENDRA NATH RAY: Sir, I beg to move that sub- 
clause {2) of clause 10 be omitted. 

Sir, charges on food are now being almost regulated under Bengal 
restrictions under the Establishment Order, 194b, Moreover, food prices 
vary from day to day or m many cases from season to season. Therefore in 
fixing the rent or charge for room oi rooms charges for food has not been 
excluded. So it is the occupants or tenants upon whose mercy they remain, 
and under these circumstances the provision is anomalous and it is to correct 
this that 1 move my amendment and 1 commend it to the acceptance of the 
House. 
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Mr. PRE8IDENT: Amendment moved that sub-clause ( 2 ) of clause ID 
be omitted. 

The HOffl’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I oppose the amendment. 

PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that sub-clause 
( 2 ) of clause 10 be omitted. 

(The question was put and agreed to.) 

RA8HID: 1 beg to move that in sub-clause { 2 ) of clause 
10 ot the Hill, lor the words “on application made to him by any tenant, or 
occupant of a room or rooms in an hotel, boarding house or lodging house* 
fix the rent or charge of such room or rooms" in lines 1-4, the words “of 
his own motion and shall on application made to him by any person interest- 
ed, fix the lent or charge ot any room or rooms in an hotel, boarding house 
or lodging house" be substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause ( 2 ) of clause 
10 of the Bill, tor the words “on application made to him by any tenant or 
occupant of a loom or looms in an hotel, boarding house or lodging house, 
fix the rent or charge ot such room or rooms" in lines 1-4, the words “of 
his own motion and shall on application made to him bv any person interest- 
ed, fix the lent oi charge ot any room or rooms m an hotel, bcuuding houses 
or lodging house" be substituted. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: May I read an amendment to this 
amendment? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you want to modify amendment 47A? 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: Yes, Sir. It reads as follows: — 

That in sub-clause ( 2 ) of clause ID of the Bill — 

( 1 ) for the words “on application made to him by any tenant or 
occupant of a room or rooms m an hotel, boarding bouse or 
lodging house, fix the rent oi charge ot such room or rooms" in 
lines 1-4, the words "of his own motion and shall on application 
made to him by an\ person interested, fix the charge for 1 1 ri v room 
or looms in ; i ii hotel, boarding house or lodging house" bt? 
substituted; 

( 2 1 the words “rent or" in line S be omitted. 

That in proviso to sub-clause {2 > oi clause 10 of the Bill — 

(/) for the words “rent or charge of" in line 1, the words “charge for*' 
be substituted; 

(-1 the words “rent or" in line -1 and in line 4 be omitted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: \\ bat I ^suggest is that with the permission of tha 
House the original amendment No. 47*A which has been moved bv Govern- 
ment may be withdrawn and this amendment may be substituted in place 
of the original amendment. Has the House any objection to that? I take 
it there is no objection. So amendment No. 47A is withdrawn. Now 
Mr. Sultanuddm Ahmed will move his amendment. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDOIN AHMED: I beg to move that in sub-clause ( 2 ) of 
clause 10 of the Bill — 

( 1 ) for the words “on application made to him by any tenant or 
occupant of a room or rooms in an hotel, boarding house or lodging house, 
fix the rent or {‘harge of such room or rooms" in lines 1-4. the words “of his 
own motion and shall on application made to him by any person interested 
fix the charge for any room or rooms in an hotel, boarding house or lodging 
house” be substituted* 
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(2) the words '‘rent or” in line 8 be omitted. 

That in the proviso to sub-clause (2) of (Jause 10 of the Bill — 

( 1 ) for the words “rent or charge of” in line 1, the words “charge 

for’ ’ be substituted ; 

( 2 ) the words “rent or” in line 3 and in line 4 be omitted. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The modified amendment lias been moved. I 
suggest that discussion on this amendment may be taken up tomorrow. In 
the meantime the amendment may be examined by the department. 

Amendment moved that in sub-clause ( 2 ) of clause 10 of the Bill — 

(7) for the words “on application made to him by any tenant or 
occupant of a room or rooms in an hotel, boarding house or 
lodging house, fix the rent or charge of such room or rooms” in 
lines 1-4, the words “of his own motion and shall on application 
made to him by any person interested, fix the charge for any 
room or rooms in an hotel, boarding bouse or lodging bouse” be 
substituted ; 

( 2 ) the words “rent or” in line 8 be omitted. 

That in pioviso to sub-clause (2 > of clause 10 of the Bill — 

(7) for the words “rent or charge of” in line 1, the words “charge for” 

be substituted; 

( 2 ) the words “rent or” in line 3 and in line 4 be omitted. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: On a point of information. Sir. This amendment is 
not in our hands at all 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That is why 1 am suggesting that discussion on 
[this amendment should take place tomorrow. In the meantime a copy of 
this amendment should be circulated to each membei 

Mr. C. MORGAN: Will it be available before the discussion tomorrow? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. by this evening it will be circulated. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The House stands adjourned till l-lo p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till l-lo p.m. on ThuwLiy, the 27th 
March, 1 ! * 47 . 

Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting of the Council 
held on the 2<>tli Mutch. 1047 : — 

(1) Mr. Mamidul Huq Chowdhii’y, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fuzal Ellalii, 

(3) Mr. Kne Dermot l)oyne, 

(4 i Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan, 

('») Mr. Humuyun Z. A. Kabir, 

(IH Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(T't Mr. Nagendm Nath Mahalanobish, 

(8) Mr. T. B. Niiumo, 

(9) Dr. Kmmid Sankar Ray,** 

(10) Haji Md, Yusuf, and 

(11) Mr. Nur Ahmed. 
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First Session, 1947— No. 26. 


The Council met in tlie Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 27th March, 1947, at 1-15 p.m., being the 26tn 
day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 62 (2)(a) of the 
Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) 
was in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Production of cloth by Bengal’s textile mills and handlooms. 

74. Mr. NUR AHMED: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Commerce, Labour and Industries be pleased to state if it is a 
fact that Bengal’s textile mills and handlooms produce only up to 40 per 
cent, of cloth required for Bengal’s growing population and the oilier 60 
per cent, is imported from other Provinces? 

(b) If so, what special measures have been taken by the Government for 
development of Bengal’s handloom weaving and textile mill industries in 
Bengal ? 

(c) What is the total number of spindles allotted to Bengal by the Govern- 
ment of India recently and how main mills are going to he started in Bengal 
|o produce the other GO per cent, and at what places these mills would be 
Started and h\ whom? 

(<1) What steps are being taken to secure a larger quota of spindles and 
yarn for handlooms of Bengal? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Commerce, Labour and Industries): 

i a) Yes. 

> (b) Development of cotton textile industry is being planned by the 
Government of India on an all-India basis, lor expansion of existing mills 
and setting up of new ones, the Government of India have allotted 325,000 
spindles to this Province. Out of the above quota, about 68,000 spindles 
have been set apart specially for supplying yirn to handloom weavers whose 
present principal difticultv lies in seeming yarn for their looms, i he estab- 
lishment of a spinning null by this Government foi supply of yarn to hand- 
loom weavers has also engaged active consideration of the Hon’ble Minister. 

(c) 325,000 spindles. A statement showing the names of the existing 
mills and the new ones to whom the above spindles have been allotted is 
placed in the Library. The places where the new mills will be started 
are not yet definitely' known as some of the mills have not yet finished selec- 
tion of sites and land acquisition. 

(d) Hon’ble Minister and the Hon’hle Chief Minister have come into 
personal contact with the Government of India officials and have also written 
to them emphasising the need for allotment of additional quota of spindles 
for Bengal. He lias already pointed out that out of the present quota of 
spindles for Bengal, production of yarn by about 68,000 spindles 1ms been 
earmarked for distribution to handlooms. Representations have been and 
are being n^ade to the Government of India for supply of larger quota of 
yam for handlooms of Bengal. 

65 
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Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: As r%ards the promise of the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of Commerce and labour yesterday to make a statement 
today regarding the tramway strike- 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There are yet questions Nos. 76 and 77 for reply. 
You please raise the point after the questions are over. 

Recommendations of th^Jail Enquiry Committee. 

76. Mr. NUR AHMED, (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Home Department he pleased to state what steps have been taken by the 
Government of Bengal to give effect to the recommendations of the Jail 
Enquiry Committee regarding the reform in jail administration and also in 
the condition ot prisoners and under-trial prisoners? 

(b) What are the special measures taken by the Government of Bengal 
to reform and ameliorate the conditions of prisoners by giving them educa- 
tional facilities and giving temporary leave to visit their families or home? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Home Department): (a) A statement is placed 
in the Library. 

(b) The honourable member is referred to paragraph (! of the statement. 
Temporary leave is not given to prisoners to visit their 1 ami lies or home. 

Tube-wells in Bengal. 

77. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Will the Hon'hlc Minister in J 

charge of the, Department ot Health and Local Self-Government be pleased* 
to state — * 

(a) the number of existing derelict tube-wells in Bengal, district by 

district, and when they were sunk; 

(b) the number and description (width and depth) of tube-wells to ho 

sunk in each district according to the five-year scheme of the 
Government of Bengal; 

(r) the average cost of repair of each derelict tube-well and of sinking 
each tube- well; 

(<}) whether hand pumps or power pumps were used for lifting water 
from these tube-wells; 

(r) at what cost the hand pumps were purchased —the average cost of 
each — the average number of times in a year they went out of 
order and the average cost of repair of each per year; and 

(/) the average cost of a power pump, if used? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Health and Local Self-Government) : 

(a) Government have no record of the dates on which the tube-wells 

were sunk in various parts of the Province. Most of these tube-wells were 
sunk by Union Boards and District Boards and these Boards do not send 
lists of tube-wells sunk from year to year to Government. Nor are Govern- 
ment at present in possession of a complete list of derelict tube-wells in the 
Province. A survey has been undertaken to compile such a list. This 
survey is still in progress and not until the survey is completed will Govern- 
ment have full information on the subject. * 

(b) In the five years ending 1050-51 10,01)0 new tube- wells are proposed 
to be sunk. Number of tuhe-wjlls for each district will depend upon the 
population. It is the intention of Government to provide one source of 
water-supply for every 500 persons. Besides new’ sinking, 15,000 choked up 
tube- wells are proposed to be withdrawn and resunk. The same basis of 
operation will be adopted. Diameter of tube- wells wdll be 11 inches. Depths 
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of tube- wells vary from district t# district and from village to village. 
Approximate idea of depth of tube-wells is given in the list laid on the 
Library Table. 

(r) Average cost of resinking of tube-well with new strainer and pumps 
on an average basis of 300 feet would be approximately Hs.oOO. 

The average cost of a new tube- well is lN.ToO. 

(d) Hand pumps. 

(c) Average cost of a hundpump is IN. 20. As Government have so far 
not been responsible tor the regular maintenance of tube-wells (iovernment 
have no record to show how often a hand pump was out of order in course 
of a year. 

(/) The cost of a power pump depends on the duty i< is called upon to 
perform. For a power pump to he titled on a' 1A feet diameter tube-well, 
as is generally sunk in rural areas, the cost is between IN. 400 and IN.ftOO, 
provided there is supply of electricity in the area concerned. If, however, 
there is no electricity in the aiea a power pump for a similar tuhe-well will 
cost between IN.l.oOO and IN. t?, 000. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Will the Parliamentary Secretary 
please state whether the cost given in (c), (c) and (/), is pre-war cost or 
the present-day cost? Because the cost seems to he too low? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I want notice. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Quest ions over. 

Tramway strike. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, with reference to the assurance 
given by the llon’ble Minister in charge of Commerce and Labour that 
lie would reply to my shoi t-notice question regarding the tram strike, I 
find that he is not present in the House. Will any statement bo made 
today, Sir? I do not know 7 what will he the fate of that assurance. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir, the 

Hon'ble Minister is not here and 1 cannot say anything 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: So far as 1 remember, the llon’ble the 
Leader of the House informed the Minister concerned about this matter and 
.in assurance was given on the tlnor <d the Hiun 1 that the matter would be 
replied today. Sir, it is an urgent matter, and I do not like to comment 
on it. People are suffering horribly. The Hon’ble Minister perhaps does 
not understand the difficulty of the ordinary citizens. (Government in 
Calcutta is practically non-existent. For tw 7 o months the truck is open and 
there are no tram cars running. In tfie whole world there has been no 
Mich example, Sir. Therefme, urgent steps should be taken in this regard. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: In matters 

like this it is always better and more convenient if short-notice questions are 
put to Government so that the department may give a considered reply. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I have already put in a short-notice 
question. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Ha a the 

Minister agreed to answer it as a short-notice question? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: That I do not know, but yesterday 
Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed gave us an assurance that he would reply to it 
today. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The point is this: So far as I 
remember, the Hon’ble Minister did not agree to treat the question as a 
short-notice question; he wanted to reply to it as an ordinary one. That 
is what he stated in the House yesterday. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: But, Sir, he also mentioned later that he 
would reply to it to-day. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT; Yes, he asstfred the House that he would however 
reply to the question today. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: It has by now become an ordinary- 
notice question. 


Disturbances in Calcutta. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: On a matter of information. There is 
an outbreak of communal disturbances in Calcutta and we should like to 
have a statement from any member of the Government benches regarding the 
situation 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: We are not 

in a position to make a statement on the situation. But if the honourable 
member wants a statement ho should put a short-notice question 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, before this House closes 
today, if it is desired, the Chief Minister may be in a position to make a 
statement. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, with regard to the situation at 
Bogra, 1 mentioned about this matter day before yesterday and the Leader 
of the House asked me to wait till the return of the Minister for Civil 
Supplies and that he would jnforin him about it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I have com- 
municated about it the very day he arrived, that is yesterday. He said 
he would get the necessary information from Bogra. 

The Calcutta Rent Bill, 1946. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I jet us now take up the Calcutta Rent Bill, 1946. 

Mr. Sultnnuddin Ahmed moved his amendment yesterday and it is before 
the House now. 

Khan Bahadur Mr. A. M. 8HAH00DUL HAQUE; On a point of 
clarification, ,• Sir. Will the llon'ble Minister say what would be the position 
if after the stipulated period the occupant does not move? What would 
the hotel-keeper do against the man* who does not move after the period 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I presume that the mover will reply to it. 

Mr. BldOY 8INGH NAHAR: On a point of information. What does 
the mover mean by thev expression “of his own motion and shall on applica- 
tion made to him by any person interested”? I do not find any definition 
of the words “persons interested”. May we have an explanation from the 
mover as to what does he mean hv this expression ? 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: Sir, in the former provision it was 
only tenant who could bring it 4© the notice of the Controller and he could 
move to the Controller for a remedy, if lie felt aggrieved. But in the 
present amendment that right has been given to a person interested which 
will include the tenant himself, the occupant or a member of the hotel or 
any other persons who may be thereby affected. Also provision has been 
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made that whenever it is brought to the notice of the Controller by appli- 
cation by a person interested— either a hotel-keeper or any person in- 
terested in it — if it is brought to the notice of the Controller he may on 
his own motion take up the question and administer the remedy that 
appears to be fit and proper. 

Mr. BIJOY 8INCH NAHAR: Sir, I rise to oppose this amendment. 
We have heard the explanation of Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed about the 
“person interested’'. This is a very dangerous clause that has been inserted. 
“-Persons interested” has been there, they may be persons who are in 
occupation or they may he owners. Only two persons are interested in 
such cases, namely, the tenant and the landlord. Bv this amendment it 
will be open to anybody of the public to sa\ that such and such thing 
happened in such and such place, and will ask the Controller to intervene 
in the matter. This would bring in more complications. Persons, who are 
against some hotel-keepers may fin to the Kent Controller and ask him to 
intervene in the matter of fixing the hotel charges and other things. This 
will be a hardship both to the tenant as well as to the landlord. The words 
“interested person” are rather vague. The meaning should be clearly 
explained in the definition. The words have been wrongly chosen and 
this would bring in more complications. By this Bill (lovernment wants 
to give relief to the people, but instead of giving relief it will make matters 
complicated. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, the apprehension of Mr. 
Nahar does not seem to me to be sound. Because “person interested” haft 
got to prove to the court that he *is the person interested. Suppose a man 
approaches an hotel-keeper and he charges exorbitant rates from him for a 
room or rooms. In that case the tenant will have to go to the Bent Con- 
troller and say that he has been charged exorbitant price by the hotel- 
keeper. How any other person can come here. I think the expression is 
so clear that it. does not require any definition. 

With regard to the point of elarifieation raised by Mr. Shahoodul Haque, 
this does not appl\ to those cases whole a person stays after the contractual 
period. Those cases will be dealt with under the ordinary law and the hotel- 
keeper will have remedy under that law. 

Mr- PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: Thai in sub- 
elause (2) of clause It) of the Bill — 

(]) for the words “on application made to hum by any tenant or 
occupant of a room or rooms in an hotel, hoarding house or 
lodging house, fix the rent or charge ot such loom or rooms” in 
lines 1-4, the words “of his own motion and shall on application 
made to him bv any person interested, fix Hm charge for any room 
or rooms in an hotel, boat dung house or lodging house” be 
substituted; • 

(2) the words “rent or” in line 8 he omitted. 

That in the proviso to sub-clause (2) of clause 10 of the Bill — 

( 1 ) for the words “rent or charge of” in line 1, the words “charge for” 

be substituted; 

(2) the words “rent or” in line 4 and in line 4 he omitted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: Sir, I beg to move that at the end of paragraph 
(«) of the first proviso to sub-clause <•?) of clause 10 of the Bill, the words 
“and shall distinguish. the amount payable as rent for the premises from 
the amount payable as hire of furniture” be added. 
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This Bill lias been before the House for a long time and I do not wish 
to delay the proceedings by taking up the time of the House in long ex- 
planations. It is quite obvious that in order to arrive at a figure the Bent 
Controller must at some stage or another find out the rent of the premises 
as dislinct from the charge for the hire of the furniture. We 
believe. Sir, that it is in the general public interests that this item should 
be made known and should be declared by the Bent Controller. I submit 
this amendment to the House for theft approval. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that at the end of paragraph (if) 
of the first proviso to sub-clause (-*i) of clause 10 of the Bill, the words “and 
shall distinguish the amount payable as rent for the premises from the 
amount, payable as hire of furniture” be added. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: 1 oppose this amendment on 
the ground that it is unneeessary for the Jtent Controller to fix the rent of 
the premises and to fix a separate charge for the hire of furniture when the 
house is let out on a certain rent. Rather l feel that if this is done this will 
cause ineonvenienee to the tenanls and the remedies otherwise available to 
him will not be so available if the Rent Controller fixes a certain sum as 
rent of the house and a certain sum for the hire of furiwture. 

-r 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is 
that at the end of paragraph (//) of the first proviso to suh-elause {•}) of 
clause It) oi the Rill, the words “and shall distinguish the amount payable 
as rent for the premises from the amount payable as hire of furniture” be 
added. 

The question was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The que stion before the House is that clause 10 as 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agieed to. 

Clauses 14 mid Id. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now as regards clauses 14 and 15, yesterday we 
postponed them for considering whether the amendments whieh stand in 
the name of Mr. ( lurke eould he admitted to be considered by the House in 
view of the fact that Mr. Nur Ahmed’s amendment (70A) had been rejected 
by the House. I have considered the matter very carefully. Mr. Clarke's 
amendment substituting bill clause HI lias already been accepted by the 
House and it is in some respects different from Mr. Nur Ahmed’s amend- 
ment substituting bill clause Id. 1 think that slightly changes the position 
and l am inclined to hold that the amendments which stand -in the name 
of Mr. Clarke can be moved; they are in order. So I now call upon Mr. 
('lurke to move the amendment. 

Mr. c. E. CLARKE: 1 move that after clause Id of the Bill, the 
following clause be added as clause 14, namely: — 

Suitor proceeding for 14. (1) No suit or proceeding by a landlord against 

* yt 1 n : yrT on of 

nUma of the Act as to m,rl1 tenant therct mui, in which uon-compliunce with 
payment of rout. the provisions of this Act as to the payment or deposit 

of rent due by such tenant in respect of such premises 
to the full extent allowable by this Act within the 
time specified in that behalf in this Aet has been taken 
as a ground for such eviction, shall be entertained by 
any Court unless the landlord has been permitted by 
the Controller by an order in writing under sub-section 
{2) to institute such suit or proceeding and has pro- 
duced before such Court proof that such permission has 
been granted. 
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( 2 ) A landlord desiring to obtain from the Controller 
any order referred to in sub-seetion (/) permitting him 
to institute a suit or proceeding referred to in that sub- 
section against any tenant in possession of any premises 
for evicting such tenant therefrom shall apply in 
writing to the Controller *in that behalf, and if, on 
receipt of such application, the Controller, after giving 
the tenant in possession of the premises an opportunity 
of showing cause against the application and consider- 
ing all the circumstance* of the ease, is satisfied that 
there has been no such non-compliance with the provi- 
sions of this Act as to the payment or deposit of rent 
due by such tenant in respect of such premises, or that 
reasonable grounds exist for such non-compliance, and 
if the tenant has paid to the landlord or lias deposited 
in the manner in whch a deposit of rent is required to 
be made under sub-section (/) of section 1(> the rent 
allowable by thus Act in urrear before an order under 
this sub-seetion is made, the Controller shall, after 
recording his reasons in writing, make an order reject 
ing the application, but, if the ('out roller is not so 
satisfied or if the tenant has not so paid or deposited 
the rent allowable by this Act in urrear, the Controller 
shall, also alter recording his reasons in writing, make 
the order applied tor." 

Sir, this amendment restores to the Bill tin* original clause M which in 
the opinion of my paitv it is essential that it should be brought into opera- 
tion. The Hon ble Minister yesterday gave his reasons lor restoring clause 
id in an amended form and we consider that those reasons stand in this case 
also. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: A mendment moved that after clause Id of the Bill, 
the following clause be added as clause 14, namely: — 


]4. (/) No suit or proceeding In n landlord against 

a tenant in possession of any premises for eviction of 
such tenant therefrom' in which non-compliance with the 
provisions of this Act as to the payment or deposit of 
rent due In such tenant in respect of such premises to 
the full extent allowable by this Act within the time 
specified in that behalf in this Act has been taken as a 
ground tor such eviction, shall he entertained by any 
Court unless the landlord has been permitted by the 
Contioller by an order in writing under sub-section ( 2 ) 
to institute such suit or proceeding and has produced 
before such Court j>roof that such permission has been 
granted. 


( 2 ) A landlord desiring to obtain from the Controller 
any order referred to in sub-section (/) permitting him 
to institute a suit or proceeding referred to in that sub- 
section against any tenant in possession of any premises 
for evicting such tenant therefrom shall apply in 
writing to the Controller in that behalf, and if, on 
receipt of such application, the Controller, after giving 
the tenant in possession of the premises an opportunity 
of showing cause against the application and consider- 
ing all the circumstances of the case, is satisfied that 
there has been no such non-compliance with the provi- 
siops of this Ajct as to the payment or deposit ot rent 
due by such tenant in respect of such premises, or that 
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reasonable grounds exist for such non-compliance, and 
if the tenant has paid to the landlord or has deposited 
in the manner in which a deposit of rent ds required to 
be made under sub-section (/) of section 16 the rent 
allowable by this Act in arrear before an order under 
this sub-section is made, the Controller shall, after 
recording his reasons in writing, make an order reject- 
ing the application but, if the Controller is not so 
satisfied or if the tenant has not so paid or deposited 
the rent allowable by this Act in arrear, the Controller 
shall, also after recording his reasons in writing, make 
* the order applied for.” 

Th® Hon’bl® Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN! Sir, I accept the amendment. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that after clause 
13 of the Bill, the following clause be added as clause 14, namely: — 

14. (/) No suit or proceeding by a landlord against a tenant in possession 
of any premises for eviction of such tenant therefrom, in which non- 
compliance with the provisions of this Act as to the payment or deposit of 
rent due by such teriunt dn respect of such premises to the full extend 
allowable by this Act within the time specified in that behalf in this Act 
has been taken as a ground for such eviction, shall be entertained by any 
Court unles the landlord has been permitted by the Controller by an order in 
writing under sub-section (2) to institute such suit or proceeding and has 
produced before such Court proof that such permission has been granted. 

(2) A landlord desiring to obtain from the Controller any order referred 
to in sub-section (7) permitting him to institute a suit or proceeding referred 
to in that sub-section against any tenant in possession of any premises for 
evicting such tenant therefrom shall apply in writing to the Controller in 
that behalf, and if, on receipt of such application, tlu* Controller, after 
giving the tenant in possession of the premises an opportunity of showing 
cause against the application and considering all the circumstances of the 
case, is satisfied that there has been no such non-compliance with the provi- 
sions of this Act as to the payment or deposit of rent due by such tenant in 
respect of such premises, or that reasonable grounds exist for such non- 
compliance, and if the tenant has paid to the landlord or has deposited in 
the manner in which a deposit of rent is required to be made under sub- 
section (/) of section 16 the rent allowable by this Act in arrear before an 
order under this sub-section is made, the Controller shall, after recording 
his reasons -in writing, make an order rejecting the application, but, if the 
Controller is not so satisfied or if the tenant has not so paid or deposited 
the rent allowable by this Act in arrear, the Controller shall, also after 
recording his reasons in writing, make the order applied for.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. 0. E. CLARKE: Sir, 1 beg to move that after clause 13 of the Bill 
the following clause be added as clause 15, namely: — 

15. Where any appeal has been presented under section 24 against an 
order of the Controller under sub-section (J) of section 13 or under sub- 
section (2) of section 14 permitting a landlord to institute a suit or proceed- 
ing iu any Court, or against an order of the Controller under sub-section (3) 
of section 13 permitting a landlord to recover possession of auv premises by 
the execution of a decree or order, all proceedings in connection with such 
suit or proceeding or the execution of such decree or order, shall be stayed 
during the period such appeal is pending on intimation of such appeal being 
given to the Court in which such Ruit or proceeding has been instituted or 
such suit or proceeding or the execution of such degree or order is pending, 
as the case may be, by the person by whom such appeal has been presented. 
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Mf* PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that after clause L* of the Bill, 
the following clause be added as clause 15, nanielv : — 

Jo. Where any appeal has been presented undei section V?4 against an 
order of the Controller under sub-section (J) of section Id or under sub- 
section (2) of section 14 permitting a landlord to institute u suit or proceed- 
ing in any Court or against an order of the Controller under sub-section (.’!> 
oi section Id permitting a landlord to recover possession of any premises hv 
the execution of a decree or order, all proceedings in connection with suck 
suit or proceeding or the execution of such decree or order, shall be stayed 
duiing the period such appeal is pending on intimation of suck appeal 
being given to the Court in which such suit or proceeding has been instituted 
or such suit or proceeding or the execution of such deem* or order is pending, 
as the case may be, by the person by whom such appeal has been presented.” 

The Hon’ble Mr* FAZLUR RAHMAN: I accept the amendment. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: I he question before the House is that after clause 
Id of the Bill, the following clause be added as clause 15, namely: — 

1). \\ her c any appeal has been presented under seetioii ;M against an 

order of the Controller under sub-section (J) of section LI or under sub- 
section (2) of section 14 permitting a > landlord to institute a su-it or pro- 
ceeding in any Court or against an ordei of tin* Controller under sub- 
section (5’> of section Id pci nutting a landloid to manor possession of an\ 
premises by the execution of a decree or order, all proceedings in connection 
with such suit or proceeding or the execution of such decree or order, shall 
l>e stayed during the period such appeal is {lending on intimation of such 
appeal being given to the Court in which suit or proceeding has been 

instituted oi such suit oi proceeding or the execution of such <lecn*e or order 
]s pending, as the case may be. h\ the person |>\ whom such appeal lias been 
presented.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

C/i/mw /si 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 18A stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Sir. I beg to move that in sub-clause (/) of 
clause IMA of the Bill, after the words “permission under" in line 3, the 
"ords and figures “section 14, section 14 or" be inserted. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (/) of clause 
ISA of the Bill, after the words “permission under” in line 4, the words 
and figures “section 14, section 14 or" be inserted. 

Question before the House is that m sub-clause (/) of clause 18A of the 
Bill after the words “permission under” in line 4, the words and figures 
“section 14, section 14 or” be inserted.. 

The motion wa> put and agreed to. 

Mr. ABDUL RA8HID: Sir, I beg to move that in sub-clause (/) of 
clause ISA of the Bill, after the word and figures “section 10” in line (i, 
the words and figures “or for obtaining bis permission under section 14 or 
section 14” be inserted. 

Mr* PRE8IDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (/) of clause 
18A of the Bill, after the word and figure “section 10” in line 6, the words 
and figures “or for obtaining his permission under section 14 or section 14“ 
be inserted. 

Question before tile House is. that in sub-clausc (I) of clause IMA of tile* 
Bill, aftei the word and figures “section 10” in line (i, the words and figures 
“or for obtaining his permission under section 13 or section 14” be inserted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 18A 
as amended stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clame 24. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 24 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that to sub-clause (1) of clause 
24 of the Bill, the following proviso be added, namely: — 

“Provided that no appeal shall lie under this sub-section from any order 
made by the Controller under sub-section (3) of section IS.” 

Sir, sub-section (3) of section 18 relates to urgent repairs and also supply 
of essential services in emergency cases and by that section power has been 
given to the Controller to order very urgent repair or supph ot essential 
services, such as electricity or water. By this proviso I want to make it 
final. That proviso was omitted in the Select Committee but I think in 
emergency cases where the repair -is very urgent and which may endanger 
life and property the order of the Controller should be final. If one has 
to go to higher court it may take months and in the meantime the tenant 
may suffer for want of these essential services. 

So, I propose this amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that to sub-clause (7) of clause 24 
of the Bill, file following proviso be added, namely: — 

“Provided that no appeal shall lie under thds sub-section from any order 
made by the Controller under sub-section (3) of section 18.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I accept the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The auestion before the House is 
that to sub-clause (/) of clause 24 of the Bill, the following proviso be added, 
namely : — 

“Provided that no appeal shall lie under this sub-section from any order 
made by the Controller under sub-section (3) of section 18.” 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I beg to move that for sub-clause (J) of 
clause 24 of the Bill, the following sub-clause bp substituted, namely: — 
"(•>) The High Court, on application made in that behalf by any 
person aggrieved by an order passed in appeal by the Chief Judge 
oi tlie District Judge or a person appointed under sub-sect ion 1 2) 
either imposing, or confirming any order passed by the Controller 
imposing a fine under section lit or section 20, may, where the 
fine is not less than five* hundred rupees and such application is 
made within thirty days of the date of such order, call for and 
examine the record of such appeal and, after giving the parties an 
opportunity ot being heard, revise the order passed in such 
appeal. 

0») All decisions of the Chief Judge or the District Judge or a person 
appointed under sub-section (\2), as the case may be, shall, 
subject to the provisions of sub-section (J), be filial.” 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Amendment moved that for sub-clause (J) of 
clause 24 of the Bill, the following sub-clause be submitted, namely: — 
“(J) The High Court, on application made in that behalf by any 
person aggrieved by an order passed in appeal by the Chief 
Judge or the District Judge or a person appointed under sub- 
section (2) either imposing or confirming any order passed by 
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the Controller imposing a fine under section 19 or section 20, 
may where the fine is not less than five hundred rupees and such 
application is made within thirty days of the date of such order, 
call for and examine the record of such appeal and, after 
giving the parties an opportunity of being heard, revise the 
order passed in such appeal. 

(tf) All decisions of the Chief Judge or the District Judge or a person 
appointed under sub-section (2), as the case may be, shall, subject 
to the provisions of sub-section (J), be final." 

Mr. KAMI N I KUMAR DUTTA: With regard to this amendment 
proposed to clause 24, though apparently it seems to be very innocent, yet 
-it seems to be pregnant with very serious consequences because under the 
Calcutta Rent Control Ordinance which is now converted into an Act the 
Hon’ble the High Court would have the revisional jurisdiction under section 
115 of the Civil Procedure Code and all orders would be subject to revision as 
a motion by the llou'blc the High Court. Of course under the Ordinance 
it was in doubt whether the ordering authority set up by the Ordinance was 
a court. The aiders given h\ the Cluct Judge and {lie DiMnet Judge will 
lie an order given by the Couit. So the High Omni had the juris- 
diction to interfere in revision under section J 15 of the Civil Procedure 
Code. Bui it appears that by this sub-clause (tf) of this amendment this 
jurisdiction of the Hon ‘bit* the High Court is intended to be taken away 
though in sub-clause (J) apparently some relief has been given in respect 
<d particular orders as to fine passed in appeal, but at tin* same time it will 
be very injurious it the revisional jurisdiction of the High Court would be 
laken away by this sub-clause (6‘). So I would draw the attention of those 
who want to have this amendment to consider whether this sub-clausC (6) 
can be eliminated. So far as sub-clause (5) is concerned there is nothing 
to object. It is all right and the High Court has been given almost the 
powers of a second appellate court; but. at the same time, by sub-clause {(j) 
regarding other orders, and there are many other orders of a very important 
character passed either by the Chief Judge or the District Judge, the 
ordinary jurisdiction of the Hon’ble High Court to be exercised for the 
execution of m tiers ought not to be removed and taken away and 1 would 
again say that the matter should be very carefully considered because they 
arc matters affecting the rights of the people and there ought not to be any 
law by which the rights of the people to approach the highest tribunal of 
the land should be affected. The people should not be deprived of their 
right of having an illegal order passed by any of these courts, either of the 
Chief Judge or of ihe Dietriet Judge, removed, or in other words that their 
ludgment should be made final. 1 would object to this amendment, 
particularly to siib-elaii.se C>). 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir. the lion Tile the Leader 
d the House is labouring undei a misappiehen.smn. There is really no 
difference between an Ordinance ayd a legislature passed by this 
House because so j.ii as their legislative character is concerned, 
both are Acts. Theretyre, the position has not been changed in any way 
by this Act. Then, again, the provision in this clause has not made the 
Chief Judge or the District Judge a Court. They are only persona 
rlrsitftuitu ; they are not a court, and we have not used that word here. We 
have dimply u>‘*d the words “Chief Jlidge and “District Judge”. They 
are really inr.iona , and they do not constitute a court. The 

position has not in any way been changed bv the Ordinance or an Act. I 
hope this will salisfy the llonble the Leader of the Opposition. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that for sub- 
clause (J) of clause 24 of the Bill, the following sub-clauses lx* substituted, 
namely : — 

“(«5) The High Court, on application made in that behalf by any 
jierson aggrieved by an order passed in appeal by the Chief Judge 
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or the District Judgd or a person lpp«inted under sub-section (2) 
either imposing, or confirming any ordnf passed by the Controller 
imposing a fine under section 19 or section 20, may, where the 
fine is not less thau five hundred rupees and such application is 
made within thirty days of the date of such order, call for and 
examine the record of such appeal and, after giving the parties 
an opportunity of being ^Jieard, revise the order passed in such 
appeal. 

(6‘) All decisions of the Chief Judge or the District Judge or a person 
appointed under sub-section (2), as the case may be, shall, subject 
to the provisions of sub-section (-5), be final”. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 24 as amended stand part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 


Clau*e 2‘>. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I beg to move that for clause 25 of the Bill, 
the following clause be substituted, namely: — 

“26. (/) The Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Act, 1947, in 

r so far as it enacts and continues in operation the provisions of the 

( talent ta Rent Ordinance, 1946, is hereby lepealed. 

(2) Any rules, orders and appointments made or any appointment 
deemed to have been made or anything done or* any action taken 
or any proceedings commenced or deemed to lia\e been commenced 
under an \ of the provisions of the said Ordinance shall continue 
in force in so far as they are consistent with this Act, and shall 
be deemed to have been made, done, taken or commenced under 
the corresponding provision of this Act.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I In >pe copies of this amendment have been supplied 
to honourable members. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: We are just now getting, Sir 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: 1 won Id just like to point out 
to the Honourable the Leader of the Opposition that clause 26 remains as 
dt is. Only one (danse, namely, the repealing clause, has been added to 

it. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: All right, we do not oppose. 

Mr. PREBIOENT: Amendment moved that for clause 25 of the Bill, 
the following clause be substituted, namely: — 

“25. {/) The Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Act, 1947, in 

so far as it enacts aud continues in operation the provisions of the 
(talcutta Rent Ordinance, 1946, is hereby repealed. 

(2) Any rules, orders and appointments made or any appointment/ 
deemed to have been made or any thing done or any action taken, 
or any proceedings commenced or deemed to have been commenced 
under any of the provisions of the said Ordinance shall continue 
in force in so far as tliex are consistent xyith this Act and shall 
be deemed to have been made, done, taken or commenced under 
the corresponding piovjsion ot thi* Act.” 

Th. Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR. RAHMAN: Sir, I accept the amendment. 
In this connection. Sir, 1 would record my appreciation of the help that 
the honourable member* ot all parties have given me in the smooth passage 
of this Bill, I need not explaiu that this is a measure which is intended 
to beuefitya large Jpetion of the people and this will be welcome by all. 
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Mr. PltiSIDENT: The q|£Stion before jfche douse Is that for clause 26 
)f the Bill, the followinfasfljause be substituted, namely: — 


“25. (J) The Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Act, 1947, in 

so far as it enacts and continues in operation the provisions of the 
Calcutta Kent Ordinance, 194ti, is hereby repealed. 

m l2) Any rules, orders and appointments made or any appointment > 
deemed to have been made or anything done or any action taken 
or any proceedings commenced or deemed to have been commenced 
under any id the provisions of the said Ordinance shall continue 
in force in so far as they are consistent with this Act and shall 
be detuned to have been made, done, taken or commenced undS* 
the corresponding provision of this Aet.“ * 

Tile motion was put and agreed to. 


Mtf PRESIDENT: Cheques turn before the House is that clause 25 as 
untended stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agieed to. 


Title and l*ruimble. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the TH$I 
aid Preamble stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, 1 beg to move that the Bill 

is settled in the Council be passed 

Mr. BIREN ROY: How ran he move it at this stage, Sir P Third 
leading cannot take place today 

Mr. PRESIDENT: l)o you object!" 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Yes. Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then, 1 think, it should be taken up on Monday 
le.vt. As Mime ot the amendments lone been carried and it is a complicated 
measure, 1 therefore hold that it should he taken up on Monday next. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Muy wc not take up the other Bill, Sir, 
because there is still time today S' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We have the practice here not to take up other 
Bills when one Bill is pointing 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: But Sir, there is ample time today 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It .> not the jm act ice. Mi. Rashid, and 1 am not 
joiug to introduce a practice which is not salutary. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: And we object to it. With regunk 
o sitting toium row , wc were gi\cn to understand yesterday that tomorrow 
there would be no sitting, the reason being that tomorrow there w r ould be 
» general strike. But it now appears that there will lie no strike — at least 
his has been postponed. Now, Sir, I find that the concensus of opiuion of 
inv party seems that as they made arrangement according to the arrange- 
ment of yesterday and on that understanding they would not like to have 
my sitting tomorrow. 

Thft Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Government have no objection. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The »u we sit on Monday. The House stands 
*djou*ied till 1-45 p 4 u*on Monday next. 

>7 . • 
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The Council then adjourned till 1-45 p.m. on ^Monday, the 31st Murcl 


Members absent 

The following members were absent from the meeting of the Cfeufec; 
lield on the 27th March, 1947 : — 

(1) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne, 

(2) Mr. Ilamidul Huq Chowdhury, 

(')) Mr. Yusuf Ali Choudhury, 

(4) Mr. Eric Dernot Doyne, 

(5) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal KUahi, 

(fi) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria, 

(7) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Sheikh Md. Jan, 

(8) Mr. Humayun /. A. Kabir, 

(9) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(IU) Mr. Nagemlra Nath Moholanobish, 

(11) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(12) Dr. Kumud Sankar Kay, 

(13) Mi. Birendru Kishore Roy Chowdhury, 

(14) Miss Ethel Robertson, c.s.iv, 

(15) Mr. Md. Taufiq and 

(lb) Khan Sahib Maulvi Wahiduzzaman. 
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f l", ' h L Le ? islative ( ' llaml)t 'r of the Legislative Baill 
e -list March, 11)4 < at 1-4') p.m. being the 27th day o 
'• pursuant to section 62(2)(n) of the Government o: 


Ipe C<&3CIL met 
ing, Calcutta, on the 
Session of 194 
adia Jict, 1935. 

President (the Hou’hle Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Hoy, k,cib)>i 
in the Chair. ' ' " 


Obituary reference. 


Ilf. PRESIDENT. Order, order. Honourable members of the Council^ 
it is a melancholy duty of the Chair to refer to the death of Professor Abduft 
Bary under very tragic circumstances and this event took place on the 28th 
t *jl ls l ”°, ntl1 nt-ar Patna. He was a selfless worker and was the Presidents 
of the Bihar Provincial Congress Committee and was for some time th«f 
Oeputy Speaker of the Bihar Legislative Assembly. He was a wellknowfc 
labour teader and devoted Ins life to the cause of the down-trodden millions 
r>i tins great country. May his soul rest in peace! 


It is also my melancholy duty to refer to the death of Begum Muhammad 
All who passed away ut the age of lil in Bombay on the 28th of March 1947 
^hewaj the worthy cohort of the late Muhammad Ali and took active part 
in the Iv In la fat movement when the Ali Brothers were ip jail. She was a 
fn ember of the L. P. Legislative Assembly and also a member of the Ail- 
India Muslim League Working Committee. We deeply mourn her loss. 

May her soul rest in peace! 


1 would now request the honourable members to rise in their places as 
t mark of respect to the departed souls. 

(The members having stood in their places.) 

Thank you. Now with the permission of the House I would convey the 
lympathy of the Legislative Council to the members of the bereaved families. 


Point of Information. 


^ LAL1T CHANDRA DA8: On a matter of information. I do not 
ee the Home Minister or the Finance Minister here. This House is 
ftn ^ wou ^ know the situation which is now prevailing in 

with respect to the riot. The other day. Sir, a hope was held out 
>y th# Hon’ble Mr. Fazlttr Itahinan that he would arrange that a statement 
n the riot situation was made by the Chief Minister or the Finance Minister 
Wl the course of that day. But they never turned up. Now, Sir, we 
rant to know how matters stand at present because many of our party 
lembdty have not turned up today probably on account of more trouble ami 
nless arrangements are made to bring the members to the House and to 
ake them back m safety it will not be possible for the Opposition to attend 
lie se#io 4 regularly. Unless these arrangements are made or unless the 1 

nss™*' sir ’ ii be better if tbe House is not heid ior at 

Mr. PRE8f1)ifNTs The Jfon’ble the Leaded oi the "House. % 

8 



Tl» jM’ble JYE D MUAZZAMUDDIN M 08 AIM; £ think I Atoll ^art 
, tU consult the<£hief ^Jliniaier^efote I can aajf anything in the niatter, I meffr 
in the matter dlf eonve^nce^hd things nfl^also the closing down oi 

the House far some daV*. * 

*Mr. ABDUL RA8HID: I can say something on the subject. We have 
arranged from today for armed police escort and we have got a tnick t< 
bring all the members from their homes and to take them back. All tin 
Members cannot however be brought to the House all at once and they^will 
have to take their turn. 

, Vf 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, that is about the conveyance. What qfeOul 
the statement on the riot? 

r the Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Of course I made the statement 
Jhe other day that the Chief Minister will come to the House during the 
course of the day, before the Council dissolved, to make a statement. The 
Gbief Minister should have come up that day hut the House broke up eprlieT 
Hlian usual. That is the reason why the Chief Minister could not male the 
Mfetement the other day. The Chief Minister can be made available here 
(Boday, say just a few minutes before the House rose for the day aud he can 
•Ttfuke the statement. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: 1 hope you will kindly send word to him. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Yes, Sir. 


* QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

t 

^Muslims acting as 8ubdivisional Officers in the Executive Branch of the 
Bengal Civil Service. 

78. Khan Bahadur CHYASUDDIN PATH AN (on behalf of Khar 
8ahib Mobarak Ali Khan): (<n Will the Hon’ble MimMei m charge of the 
Mfome Department he pleased to state how many Muslims are acting as Sub- 
divisional Officers in the Executive Branch of the Bengal Civil Service and 
how many are non-Mu.slinis? 

(6) Are any Sub-Deputy Magistrates acting as Subdivisional Officers aud. 
if so, how many of them are non-Muslims and how many are Muslims? 

(c) Arc the Government willing to adopt a policy of placing Muslim 
and non-Muslim Subdivisional Officers in charge of each subdivision 
*^ttl}ernutively? 

(fl) If not, what other policy cUn the Government adopt in order to 
; satisfy the demand of the Muslim community for the posting of Muslim 

* Subdivisional Officers in all subdivisions? 

Mr. ABDUL RA8HID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of tb< 
Minister in charge of Home Department): (<i) Muslims— 41. . Non- 
Muslims — 44. 

(b) Yes, two. Muslim — 1. Non-Muslim — 1. 

(c) Besides the undesirability of adopting such a policy from the point of 
view of communal harmony, it may not always be possible to arrange this 

f cycle of Hindu and Muslim Subdi visional Officers. 

((f) It is impossible to postjduslim Subdivisional Officers in all the sub- 
divisions because there are not enough Muslim officers for this anchqyen if it 
were possible to dp so, such a policy would shatter the confidence of the 
other community in the administration completely. 
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)i«atisfact»ry mM l|* HeeW. Section ef the District ^ar* in •eng*. 

79. Khan Bahadur CHYA8UDDIN PAfH>AN (on behalf of Khan 
InhadurA. M. Shahoodul Haque) : («) Will the Ho Ale jK» ?n c£j" 

,f '* le Department ot Health and Local Self-Government be pleased to state 
vhether he is aware that the Public Health Section of the District Boards 
n Bengal is not working satisfactorily ? 

(b) If so, what are the reasons? 

(c) Qo4be Government propose to provincialise the same? If so, when? 

* (<H If not, why not? 

IWboul RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the Minister 
|i charge of the Finance Department) : («) Government are of opinion that* 
he working of the Public Health Section of the District Board varies from, 
istnct to district and it is not possible to make a general statement on the 
ubjecL . While, however, in some districts the working ot the section an a" 
hole is -satisfactory Government feel that the existing Public Health 


irgamsation in the districts is inadequate to meet the health requirement 
f the Province on modern and progressive lines. 

(A) The reasons for the inadequacy of the District. Health Organisation 

mainly financial. Another reason for the deficiency is the lack of a 
urise definition of the responsibilities of the Provincial Government and of 
a District Boards. This has led to some duplication of staff and to lack of 
-ordination between the Government and the District Board staff. 

<r) The question of provincialising the health services is at present under 
moderation of Government. While no final decision has yet been arrived 
. Government are at present considering provincialisation of the health 
mces only in those districts wheie the District Boards agree to such/* 
o\ ineialisution. 

W Does not arise. 


Construction of all-weather road in the district of Jalpaiguri. 

80. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL; Will the Hon bh- Minister in 
arge ot the Department of Works and Buildings he pleased to state 

(a) in which year the construction of llashimara-Madarihal railway 
station all-weather road in the district of Jalpaiguri is to be 
, 4 undertaken ; 

(A), 'whether he is aware of the existence of the river Toorsa separating 
Hashimura from Madarihat; and 

(c) whether the Government have a scheme to bridge it over? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of WORKS and 
JILDINC8 (the Hon'ble Mr. Dwarakanath Barori): i«) It is tentatively 
uposed to take up the construction ot.the road in the second year of first 
mse of the Five Year Kotid Development Programme, i.e., 1948-49. 

( b ) Yes. 

(c) No. 

Mr. SIREN ROY S Will the Hon'ble Minister kindly explaip in view 
the fact that he has given the answer to {b) as “yes” and has given the 
'Wer to (a) and the answer to in being “No”, how does he mean that 
‘ Pai »way will be J*ble to go from Hasliininra to Madarihat without a bridge? 

The Hon'ble Mr. DWARKANATH BARORI: We have not got enough 
isible— the gaP8 eVe ” at the higbest claBses or oou^es. It is not 
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Mr. JlfREN HOYS That is not my question. Jly question is this: the 
questioner has asked whether he is aware of the existence of the river Toorsa 
separating Hashimara from Sfadarihat. There is only one river and the next 
question is whether Government have a scheme to bridge it over. The 
answer is “No”. But at the same time the answer to (a) is tentatively 
proposed to take up the construction of the road linking the two places. 
If he does not want to have a bridge how he goes from one place to the other 
without a bridge? 

The Hon’ble Mr. DWARKASkTH BARORI: It will be done later on. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: That means that Madarihat and Hashimara will not 
be linked now. * 

The Hon’ble Mr. DWARKANATH BARORI: But it will be done later 
on. 

Mr. BIJOY 8INCH NAHAR: Then the answer to (c) is not correct? 

The Hon’ble Mr. DWARKANATH BARORI: Yes, for the time being 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Questions over. 

The Calcutta Rent Bill, 1946. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House will now take up the third reading of the 
Calcutta Rent Bill. 

The motion that the Bill as amended be passed has already been moved 
by the Hou’ble Minister. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, I rise to oppose the third leading of the Bill. 
On principle 1 do not object to the control of rents in Calcutta or even in 
areas surrounding Calcutta in the riparian municipalities. I would not go 
so far as was anticipated by a Government party member, Mr. Nur Ahmed, 
who later on withdrew all his amendments in respect of the towns of Dacca. 
Darjeeling and Chittagong, Howrah of course is included within the riparian 
municipalities surrounding Calcutta but the Bill after all these amendments 
>and in the shape in which it has been brought up before us for the third 
reading is not the one which we would like to approve. Our first objection 
to this would be in this manner — that in the select committee of which the 
Leader of the House was the Chairman and the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
sponsoring the Bill, was also a member, and other prominent members of 
tlie Government side as well as of the opposition, various clauses were 
deleted and w r ere also changed but which have subsequently found a wa\ 
into the Bill again through the good graces of Mr. Clarke, one of the 
members ot the European party, so that all the clauses that were omitted 
practically were brought into the Bill. That means the Bill which wa* 
sent back to the Select Committee on the motion of the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Bill — and with his approval it was sent back — as he said in 
one instance that he would find out what was to be done — that for the 
clauses 13, 14 and 15 the members were of the opinion that they thought 
it undesirable to retain the provision regarding obtaining permission of the 
Controller before the issue of the ejectment notice. But within two week' 
bow could the same member think that it is undesirable to include again 
the same provision. The Select Committee sat and debated and discussed 
and came to a decision and then in the House they changed their opinion 
and think that it is undesirable to include such provision. Now, Sir, coming 
to this aspect of the Bill us a whole — for whom the Bill is intended? It is 
stated by some prominent member of the European Group, which Mr. Clark* 1 
belong. Now, Sir, he stated in private that “you can tear the Bill up, it, 
is of no use”. If that be thT attitude of the members supporting the amend* 
v ment after such a long debate then I think the whole thing will be reduced 
to a farce even after passing of this Bill. This Bill I think has been • 
discriminatory Bill and it has been unfair to at least one particular group-* 
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I mean the group of house-owners (Here some honourable members 

began to talk among themselves L Sir, the honourable members are talking 
between themselves they may be pulled up) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. You may address the Hon’ble 
Minister through the Chair. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Y es, Sir, I am addressing the Hon’ble Minister 
through you. I was telling him through you, Sir, that before this Bill is 
put into operation and dictators and controllers are appointed some rules and 
procedure should be framed as regards the fixation of standard rent. There 
has been no provision made in this Bill which will give him an idea how 
the standard is going to be fixed. Everywhere in the Bill it has been said 
that standard will be fixed as it deems to be just. How are we to know what “ 
is the just rent? Mr. Clarke wanted to clarify the position of rental witli 
furniture so that the furniture will be valued at the present market value 
whereas nobody tried to force an issue that the standard rent of a particular 
house will also be valued at the present market value of the materials. 
There was an amendment by Khan Bahadur Muhammad Jan that the standard 
as envisaged in clause 1 should not affect rent of buildings constructed after 
The house-owners cannot be expected to form an endowment for the 
protection of tenants. After all there a profit motive and certainly you 
should allow certain minimum amount of profit to those investors who have 
no other way of livelihood. When you are so much interested about the 
tenants who aie to pa\ rents \<m must also consider the eases of Mich owners 
of houses who practically live on the rents realised from their houses which 
sometimes range from Its. 10 or Rs.]> to Us. 100. In the ease of these 
house-owners it will he really difficult to execute repairs or even to improve 
their leaky roof n: other fittings, etc. The\ arc forced to buy building 
materials from tin* hlaekniarket at higher lates. Now, the Kent ( ontroller 
will eertainh not give him tin* benefit of purchasing things at controlled 
Kites. Besides power of increasing the rent has been completely curtailed 
and the maximum increase has been fixed at 10 per cent. Ill other provinces 
a maximum of -10 pet cent, has been fixed. In Delhi it is 00 per cent, and 
in other municipalities also, I would request tin* Hon hie Minister that the 
best thing for him to do would he to form a Rent Advisory Board in which 
reut dictators or rent controllers mat be selected from non-official members. 
In that Board both sections of this House as well as of the Lower House may 
he taken. Their function would be to advise Government about the standard 
rent and also in respect of procurement of building materials from the 
Controllers of Iron, Cement, etc., so that the landlord might not find it 
difficult to get the materials. There may be zonal or regional boards, if 
necessary one lor the riparian municipalities of Calcutta, two for Calcutta 
and others for the municipalities in different parts of Bengal if Government 
likes to extend the operation of this Act to other parts of Bengal. In 
fixing the standard rent another aspect ni the matter may be taken into 
consideration. As 1 stated before the building of houses is also a kind of 
business, if you may call it and the investors certainly want a limited amount 
of return from such houses. In the Central Legislature even after the 
E. p. Tax a rebate of (i per cent, on the capital outlay has been allowed. 
Now’, if the business people can have a (i per cent, rebate certainly the 
house-owners considering the depreciation and other things may also claim 
rebate on the total value of the buildings. Even if the building is not a new 
one the rebate should not fall below n per cent, because after all the buildings 
must be maintained in a habitable condition as is envisaged in this Bill or 
as i s desirable. \ would request the Hon’ble Minister, if he chooses 
to operate this Bill in the interests of the tenants and also 

intends to give a fair deal to the landlords, to have a middled 
class house building society sponsored by Government and through * 
that society or through some such small societies which may come forward 
to the Government for the building of houses v controlled materials may be 
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allowed to these individuals willing to build houses and the standard rent 
for such buildings may be fixed beforehand so that actually buildings may 
he built up in larger numbers in Calcutta for the tenants and for the 

amelioration of the conditions of those who are even now in this Pakistanis,*, 
tion scheme being uprooted from one part to another and cannot find 

accommodation. Now, Sir, we are fully in favour of the salutary provisions 
for penalising those who are asking for salami or some other forms of 
exorbitant charges, but, at the saibie time, Sir, we should ask for tin* 

protection of the Government against this Bill being used against thn 

interests of any landlord for the purpose of harassing them. With this end 
in view, Sir, we wanted some reasonable amendments to be incorporated in 
the Bill, one of them being that all repairs are to be undertaken by tenant « 
when such damages are caused by the tenants themselves and that the sain, 
sort of enquiry should be instituted in this behalf as is to be prescribed m 
this Bill or in the Rules to be made thereunder hereafter, about the damage 
to be repaired by the house-owner when such a place will be reported to tin 
Controller bv a tenant as damaged and should be repaired at once. In such 
cases, Sir, these should have, been reciprocated by Government but even tin* 
reasonable thing was thrown out on the plea that the house-owner can hav** 
his remedy by going to court. Why should you bring in the court when it 
concerns the landlord and when it is a question concerning a tenant you 
bring in the Controller so that the house-owner cannot have access to tie* 
court? You should give a fair deal to everybody. 

Now, about the amendments which have been moved and even passed 
it is useless now to carry on much discussion on those points, and the only 
thing, that we, at the time of opposing the Bill at this stage, may state 
would he that when the Controllers are appointed in Calcutta, as there will 
be several of them, 1 believe, they should he appointed with particular 
reference to the communities who will at least look after the different zones 
in Calcutta, as for instance, there should be a Muslim Controller for tin' 
areas where the Muslims are in a majority in Calcutta, e.g., Park Circus 
Entally and other areas, and a Hindu Controller tor the southern areas sa\ 
Bhowanipore, Bally gunge, Alipore and this side. Otherwise the hardship" 
will only be more and more. (The Ilon’hle Mr. IV/irn H \um\n: Why r 
*iou will find it when the operations under this Act will begin. Therelm* 
my advice to you would be to appoint, immediately with the appointment 
of the ( out roller, a non-official Rent Advisory Board — if necessary even 
Eonul Boards — to advise the Controller in respect not only to the fixation of 
rental it for the purpose of giving sanction to ejectments and for the purpose 
of inspection ot repairs, damages and other things. 

With this leanest to the Hon'lde Minuter, Sir, I oppose the third read- 
ing of the Bill although we know that our apposition will be of no use and 
it will be passed in this House. 

Mr. NUR AHMED. Sir, I rise to support the motion moved by the 
Hon hie Minister for the passing* of this Bill. Sir. questions have been ■ 
raised in the House more than once about the principle underlying this bill. ; 
Mr. Biren Roy, who had just now sat down, charged us that the bill has 
been altogether altered in this House, that the changes made by* the Select 
Committee have been undone in this House and the result will he that it will 
harshly operate against the landlords. Sir, it is an emergency measure 
which is going to be made the law of the land to cope with a situation created 
by the world war No. ‘2 and I support this emergency’ measure and it i* 

? "oing to be enacted to meet an emergent circumstance which has resulted 
rom the great war which hnsjust ended. During the war it is an admitted 
fact that there was an intense atmosphere of inordinate gain with very fe" 
honourable exceptions, and all who could afford were bent on making money 
at any cost. Sir, thus it resulted in inordinate and abnormal rise in house 
rent iu most of the great cities; there were other causes too, namely, the 

influx of a hrffA nuniK^r of nu'Htnrr nArcnnnal ar»rl fVna «v.mi i oi^.n-n in» rtf 
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many buildings, for military war purpose which caused this lack ofcaccom- 
nion a tion. This led to the landlords charging abnormal rents from their 
tenants and these circumstances led to the emergency measures like Bengal 
House Bent Control Order and the Calcutta House Rent Control Order 
Though the war has now ended yet the circumstances still remain. Sneak- 
ing from my own experience of Chittagong I may say that some houses 
in Chittagong which fetched a rent of Rs.50 only have now been 
et out at the abnormal figure of Rs. 350 and sometimes at a much 
higher rate the eftect ot this we can easily imagine on the trade and 
commerce and also upon the poor tenants and specially upon middleclass 
people with limited incomes who had had to timl accommodation at the great 
cities. Accordingly an Ordinance was promulgated and it has checked at 
least to some extent the inordinate up-grade tendency of the rents to rise 
The Government propose to make this emergency legislation so that it may 
be continued un to such a time as it may be considered to be normal The 
Bill was introduced and was referred to Select Committee. The rules 
prevented me from disclosing anything that happened there. It has said 
n known fact while there was this great panic taking place in Calcutta as a 
result of the 16th August great killing in Calcutta most members from the 
motussil could not attend the meetings of the Select Committee regularly 
ami also when the final report of the committee was presented and decided 
upon. As 1 have stated in my Note ot Dissent the Bill has been altogether 
changed and altered in such a wa\ that no useful purpose would be served 
it the Bill was enacted in the form in which it appeared from the Select 
( ommittee. It will not be necessary to pass this emergency legislation or 
to keep it up when the circumstances change. In my Minute of Dissent I 
pointed out the defects of the Bill. I am glad that those provisions have 
been removed in this House. One of the fundamental principles of the Bill 
i> the easy procedure of getting a remedy both for the landlord and the 
tenant and that is embodied in clauses Id and 14 of the Bill. As 1 have stated 
in my Note ot Dissent these are the most vital clauses in the Bill and it is 
those clauses that wcie omitted m the Select ( ommittee. Clause Id provides 
that in a suit for eviction the court will give a preliminan hearing to the 
l >a, 'ties and after pieliminary hearing if the the court finds that there is a 
good east* to proceed then other evidences will lie taken by the eouit. Ting 
procedure is contained in clause Id ot tin* Bill. Now, suppose .a tenant pays 
a lent of Ks.o or Us. 10 per month and his landlord wants him to be evicted 
ain how. The poor tenant will have to defend ihnt suit, he will have to 


engage a pleader and in the preliminan case there may be d or 4 hearings 
by the learned pleaders ot both sides. In that case a man paying a rent 
of Its..) or Ks.Kl w'ill have to incur, a very heavy litigation expense. I 
u °ul<r appeal to the honourable members of the House to consider hmv much 
he will have to spend lor defending his right and that after preliminary 
hearing if permission is given then he will have to fight the remaining por- 
tion ot the ease ami incur further expenditure. Then, Sir, if he loses the 
case lie is saddled with the cost ot the case and he has to pay court fee and 
other expenses. This would have the ‘effect of leaving him without a 
lemedy in most cases. It he finds that he i> unjustly treated and evicted 
from his own accommodation he has no remedy. Taking into consideration 
all these things the provision has been changed here, otherwise the landlord 
could have got a decree e.r-i>urh easily and evict his tenant next day. 

I nder the existing provision it is laid down that the landlord would apply 
to the Controller tor previous permission and the Controller would consider 
if there is a good ground for eviction : if so, he will give permission to go to 
the court. As regards qualification of the Controller it we take that into 
consideration we find that the Controller will he a barrister or advocate of 
the Calcutta High Court of 10 \ ears’ standing. He will not he a raw man, 
he will be a very experienced man and the landlord will get the benefit dL 
his mature judgment. After hearing both parties if he finds that there S 
a case lie will give permission. In that case the laidlord will he saved ofT 
a good deal of expenditure and he will get his remedy. I fail to understand 
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why thire is so much objection for changing that procedure. For the 
benefit of the landlord there is a clause added to this Bill by which the 
Controller will take not more than three months to decide a petition. This 
time-limit has been laid down in this Bill for the benefit of both landlord and 
tenant. So with regard to the complaint that the Controller takes much 
time in deciding a petition and the landlord has to go to court or send his 
gomostas many times for this purpose will not arise. Then there is another 
safeguard for him in that he can to the court and get the tenant evicted 
on certain conditions. This Bill has been altered in this House in such 
manner that it gives ample facilities to the landlords to get justice. Mr. Roy 
has said that only 10 per cent, increase has been allowed. Sir, generally 
speaking 10 per cent, increase is not a very small percentage and more so 
when most of the buildings have been erected before the war and there will 
be no additional cost to be incurred by the landlords. In these days of 
cheap money when in the market you get only 1 h per cent, as interest 10 
per cent, profit is not a matter of joke. 1 think Government is justified 
from that point of view. Another honourable member opposite has said that 
this Bill ought not to have been passed in this House. With great respect 
to my nationalist friends, I must say that tlie\ are found following two 
principles, in different places and circumstances. This is a great charge 
against members ot a great organisation. I have the highest respect- for 
that great organisation but I sorn to say that some ot the members b> 
their own conduct bring discredit to that organisation. Similar Bills have 
been passed in other Congress provinces. When such a Bill is passed by 
any Congress province it is welcome and beneficial ami when it i< passed in 
a province where the Congress is not in power it is rubbish and reactionary. 
Jn some of those Acts even sub-letting has been recognised out in this Act 
in von exceptional circumstances, sub-letting has been recognised. In the 
Rent Control Bill just passed by the Central Government, sub-letting up to 
the date ot the passing ot the Bill has been allowed in all circumstances. 
So there is no ground to condemn this Bill by my learned friends on the 
opposite. So I ask my friends to consider this Bill from one point, from 
one principle, namely whether or not it will benefit those for whom it is 
intended, at a time, when every landlord, though I must say that there are 
a good many exceptions or rather most of them are veiy eager to enhance 
the rate of rent. So under the circumstances there is good justification 
for the passing of this Bill which is a salutary measure. I must congratulate 
the Hon'lde Minister for making the necessary change in the Bill in this 
House so that this Bill may prove really beneficial to those for whom it is 
intended. 

With these few words I support the motion. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Sir, I rise to oppose the passing of this 
Bill. Sir, this Bill was placed by the Government and it as as gone through 
by ft Select Committee. But, Sir, 1 am surprised, as I mentioned the other 
day also, that the Government change their mind from time to time and I 
do not know what is in their minds 'still and whether they ijl come forward 
with new amendments or not. Sir, in the Select Committee there were also 
the members of the Government who were in a majority. The Hon'ble the 
Leader of the House as well as the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill 
were in the Select Committee and the Government had an absolute majority 
there and they conducted the passage of this Bill in the Select Committee 
as it was reported on by them. (Mr. Ghyasouhn* Pathax: And did not 
the minority attend?) At that trae, Sir. clause after clause was discussed 
and the Government agreed to the changes proposed in fhe Select Committee 
and the Bill was drafted and printed accordingly. That was placed before 
the Select Commttee and it was adopted mostly unanimously. At the time 
M$, the sitting of the Select Committee practically unanimity was there. 
My friend- Hon’ble Mr. Nur Ahmed was there at the beginning but I am 
•orry he did not attend the last few meetings but still in the beginning he 
was also very helpful and he accepted the principle of changing the various 
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clauses as suggested in the Select Committee but curiously cnouglf he him- 
self' very strongly opposed those changes made in the Select Committee now 
on the floor of this House. Sir. we opposed the introduction of the amend- 
ments placed before the House and we oppose the passing of the Bill now, 
not for that purpose as has been told by members opposite that we represent 
the landlords side, which is never so. We want that some control or such 
reduction of rent should continue. People should get amelioration in 
getting their houses, in getting more accommodation but not the kind of 
control suggested in the Bill. Sir, we do not want to disturb the whole 
condition of things. The disease may be spreading. We do not want to 
bring in more doctors to check the disease but we want to cheek the disease 
by preventing it. Prevention is better than cure. We implored the 
Government even in the Select Committee to try to help those willing to do 
so in building more houses, more accommodation in the city. They did 
not hear it; they did not mind it; they did not care to encourage building 
of more houses so that the congestion in the city might be removed. 
Secondly, Sir, we also suggested that care should he taken that the suburbs 
of Calcutta might he encouraged to build more houses and that transport 
facilities and other amenities may grow qp but that too the Government 
has never tried. 01 ha* never suggested, during the course of tin* debate on 
this Bill. Their only intention seems to be to keep a check on the increase 
of rents; but the process that lias been suggested in this Bill is reall\ a very 
troublesome process, both to the landlords and to the tenants. Sir, the 
process that has been suggested in the various clauses of this Bill is really 
going to cause great lumlship to all the parties concerned. Mr. Nur Ahmed 
has just pointed out that this Bill \ull gi\e relief to the tenants and virtually 
the tenant* will not lie allowed to sublet except in a verv few cases. 
Probably lie has not marked that in all cases sub-letting has been allowed 
in the Bill as amended oil the floor of the House. The next point is that 
as I have *nid the other day the establishment of a Kent Controller’s Coutt 
ha* been iu*hed thiough m lhi* House by an amendment. What wai 
suggested m the Select Committee was that there should not be a dual 
procedure, that a party should not have to pass through dual courts, one 
is the Kent Controller's office and another the civil court. Mr. Nur Ahirad 
said that expense at tin* civil court would be enormous and that 
at the Kent Controller'* cheap. But I would advise him to go one 
day to the Kent Controllei s court and find for himself the great congestion 
of case*. It is much moie troublesome going through tin* Kent Court than 
through the civil court. It takes a lot of time for the rent court to decide the 
issue, so that both the tenant and the landlord get disgusted and no relief 
is obtained either by the landlord or by the tenant. The next pdint that I 
would like to draw the attention of the Hon'hle Minister is that he should 
make some provision to provide the Government servants with their own 
quarters. Jf it is done, then a great amount ot congestion will he removed 
and other people will get more accommodation in the city. A large 
percentage of houses has been occupied by Government servants who have 
been newly recruiled. During the war many people from the villages had 
to come to Calcutta who had got jobs in the Calcutta offices. If the Govern- 
ment would care to provide their own employees with quarters certainly that 
congestion would very greatly decrease and then the question of rent control 
also would decrease a Tot. With these words I oppose the passing of the 

Bill. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. President, Sir, I would describe 
this Bill in one word, namely, that this Bill is a fascist measure. * We tried 
our best to democratise the Bill .but we failed. We did democratise it in 
the select committee to some extent but when it came here it was changed 
and altered beyond recognition, by amendments brought forward by one of 
the members of the select committee, and that by Mr. Clarke. If the provi- 
sions of the Bill be examined it will be seen that the will of the Bent 
Controller is law. Whatever he wills with regard to the relationship of the 
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landlord f with the tenant, that becomes the law. He has been given 
extraordinary powers, powers which should not be given to one siflgle 
person. Even then, he has been made to lord it over the civil court. We 
tried in some measure to democratise it by giving some powers at least to 
the civil court, but even there the majority came in and we were outvoted 
by the opinion of the House. The Rent Controller has been put in the 
position to do whatever he pleases. He may even oppose the institution of 
suits, and lie may even stand in yie way of the execution of a particular 
decree; that is, in a nutshell, whatever he says and does by way of establish- 
ing a relationship between the landlord and the tenant will become law. 
That is why I say in one word that the Bill is a fascist measure ; all our 
attempts to democratise it have failed altogether and the will of the 
controller is law. I had no mind to take part in the third reading except 
for one point which I am asking of the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlur Rahman and I 
hope he will give an answer to my point in his reply. It is this that the 
Calcutta Rent Ordinance Bill, J947, has been enacted into law and it has 
received the assent of the Governor General so that the relationship between 
the landlords and tenants in respect of property in Calcutta is settled for six 
months. Alter this the Government of Bengal has considered this Bill and 
is just going to pass it into law. When we pointed out this anomaly at the 
time when the Ordinances Bill came up for consideration the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister stated that a clause would be put in by which the Calcutta Rent 
Enactment will be repealed. Now, Sir, in thi.*> Bill we do not find any such 
clause added by the Hnn'ble Minister in charge of the Bill. So this Bill is 
neither an altering Bill nor an amending Bill nor a repealing one. This 
being so, an amendment to this effect cannot be added by the Assembly. 
The Rent Ordinances Act, 1947, having been passed by the Assembly and 
having received the assent of the Governor General, I .say that this Bill is 
an illegal one and it cannot lie rendered operative. With these words 1 
oppose the Bill. 

* The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, this is a measure which 
18 intended to protect the tenants against arbitrary enhancement of rent 
by uncsrupulous landlords. But at the same time it is ensured to be fair 
tactile landlords. With regard to the suggestion of my triend Mr. Roy that 
an advisory committee should be appointed, 1 have never given thought to 
this idea. I shall consider it and then I shall be in a position to say whether 
I shall be able to accept his suggestion or not. But I assure him this much 
that 1 shall consider his suggestion. 

I do not find that there has been any valid objection in this House to 
the passage of this Bill or to any provision of it. Some of the objections 
were advanced really in the undue interest of the landlords. With regard 
to the question raised by Mr. Nahar that Government want to have a measure 
like tins in order to inconvenience the landlords and that they do not like 
to solve the housing problem, I may say that Government is contemplating 
a scheme for the establishment ot a satelite town in the suburb of (alcutta 
for the relief of congestion. Government lias established a Housing Board 
which will acquire lands and will build houses for the labourers and middle- 
class men of moderate means. These are the preliminary measures that 
have already been taken and I think these should satisfy the members of 
the Opposition if their genuine desire is to see that the housing problem is 
tackled by Government satisfactorily. With these words, I commend my 
motion for the acceptance of the House at the same time I should say that 
both in the Select Committee and in this House we acknowledge with 
gratitude the assistance that has been rendered by all sections of the House 
specially by the members of the Opposition. They were of great help. We 
may assure them that their suggestions will be duly considered at the time. 
oi the operation of the Act. J 

Mr# PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is 
that the Calcutta Rent Bill, 1946, as settled in Council be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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The Bengal Protection and Conservation of Fishes Bill, 1M7. 

-* Mr. PRESIDENT! We shall now take up the Bengal Protection and 
Conservation of Fishes Bill, 1!>47. The Hon'ble Minister. 

The Hon'ble Mr. AHMED H08SAIN : Sir, I beg to move that the 
Bengal Protection anil Conservation of Fishes Bill, 1947, he taken into 
consideration and passed. 

Sir, in moving for consideration ot the Bill. I brief! v state the aims and 
objects of the Bill. In the Statement ot Objects and Bensons appended to 
the Bill I have mentioned about the urgency of a measure to promote the 
increase and conservation ot fish. It is common experience that the rivers, 
heels and other water areas of the province are being denuded of fish and 
we are now faced with a situation in which this land of tanks and rivers is 
suffering from an almost chronic scarcity ot fi>h. Many factors have contri- 
buted to the present state of things. Water areas have dried up in many 
parts, water hyacinth has also played its part. But the most important 
contributory factor is the indisci iminate catching ot fish and the over- 
fishing which proceed* throughout the year. Other important factors are 
the use of nets, fixed engines and other contrihanees by which all fish is 
destroyed irrespective of their size*, and the free movement of fish during 
the spawning season is hindered. The Fisheries Act ol 1897 gave powers to 
Government to regulate sizes ot nets and use of fixed engines by rules, but 
these rules could not be applied to private waters without the consent of 
their owners. In Bengal most waters including rviers are private wafers 
as defined in the Act with the result that it has not been possible to make 
any rule to apply to them. 

The present Bill aims at the regulation of catching of fish in all waters 
except private waters, but private waters have been so defined as to exclude 
rivers and other large heel areas. It is also proposed to prescribe dose 
season for fishes during- which fishing would lie prohibited in such area#, 
particularly where fishes breed. As in the Act ot 1897 it is also proposed 
to regulate the sizes and meshes ot nets ami the use of fixed engines. It 
will lie noticed that the Bill proposes to give powets to Government ki* 
regulate all matters in exercise ot their lule-making power. This is with 
a view to retain necessary flexibility in the application of the Act so that 
depending on local circumstances the size and meshes of the nets can he 
controlled and fishing may he permitted in areas where fishes do not breed 
or where for some other reasons it would be unnecessary to apply the 
restrictions. Further the lite histories of all the fishes are not known and 
it is impossible to prescribe immediately close seasons for all kinds of 
fishes, such seasons varying for different species of fish. In fact the present 
Bill is modelled on a draft Bill which has been drawn up by the Imperial 
Council of Agricultural Beseareh and circulated to the provinces lor 
adoption. 

It may he asked if all fishing is prohibited during certain months of the 
year how will fishermen make their living. In the first place, as already 
stated, it may not he necessary to prohibit all fishing throughout the 
province in all waters irrespective of their location. For example, during 
the rains in tanks fishing for carp may la* permitted as carp does not breed 
in tanks. There are varieties of fishes which are generally caught during 
the spawning season, e.g., Hilsa, etc. Those fishes must, of necessity, be 
excepted from the prohibited list. Besides no close season need be pres- 
cribed for sea and foreshore fisheries. Fishermen will earn their living by 
fishing in those areas and cat< hing those excepted fishes. It is believed 
there will be a* greater incentive to pisiculture in tanks and other closed 
waters with the introduction of close seasons because people will rear fish 
in those places increasingly' with the intention of selling fish during close 
seasons. The whole Ration is now' suffering for want of fish and it is the 
concern of the nation to take necessary steps for promoting the growth and 
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conservation of fish. Certainly some temporary inconvenience will be caudfd 
to a section of the people but in the general interest of the nation as a whole 
that should be overlooked. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: Motion m<#ved that the Bengal Protection and 
Conservation of Fishes Bill, 1947, be taken into consideration. 

Mr. LAL.IT CHANDRA DA8; Sir, I beg to move that the Bill be 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon bv the 30th June, 
1947. 

Sir, we have heard the .statement that has been made by the Member 
in charge of the Bill and in the Statement of Objects and Reasons the urgency 
of the measure has been pointed out. At least, Sir, a picture has been given 
which apparently seems very rosy. In the Statement of Objects and Reasons 
,we read — let me read portion of it — * * * ‘’Fish is not only becoming 

dearer day by day, but it is becoming scarcer in many parts of Bengal which 
used to abound in fishes. The pinch is being felt most by the rural popula- 
tion which depend for their supply of fish on their catches in the natural 
waters of their neighlMmrhood. For the rice-eating Bengalis, fish is a main 
item of diet”, etc. Now, Sir, one going through the provisions of the Bill 
wiU be struck by the fact that the purjmse of the Bill will be defeated by 
its own provisions. The Bill, on my reading oi the clauses, is merely in 
the nature of imposing restrictions upon the fishermen, and ultimately, as 
I apprehend, Sir, it will prove to he a Bill for exploitation and even m some 
cases extinction of fishermen. Sir, powei has been taken by the Govern- 
ment to extend its rights to parts of waten areas where there was piivute 
ownership. In the definition of “pri\ate walei” it lias been stated that 
private water does not include any river, canal, khal. heel or any piece of 
water which ordinarily had direct communication with any river, canal, 
khal or bed. That, Sir, is a great encroachment 1 should sa\ upon the 
Mights of private ownership and even upon the right of fishermen to have 
that customary right of catching fish in heels, khals and canals. All this 
is sought to he brought in within the clutches and meshes of this Bill and 
in one of its provisions it has been stated that fishing will lie prohibited 
except under a license and this will be regulated also in the granting of such 
licenses, tin' tees payable therefor and the condition:* to he inserted therein. 
These fishermen have for ages I should say been catching fidi in heels and 
canals and in other waterways connected with the river without any license 
and paying any sort ot tax, but here restriction* are going to be put on them 
and none of them will be able to enter an\ beel. canal or khal or any water- 
ways whether large quantities of fish rear and which is connected with any 
river. This is a great encroachment I should say on the rights of the fisher- 
men and then, again, it would appear from clause 3 that prohibition has 
been imposed upon the kind of nets to lie used by fishermen, that thev must 
conform to certain standards in the matter of fishing by nets and if they do 
not then they bring themselves under the penal clause of the Bill, under 
which they will have to pay a fine up to It*. 100 as for example, for fishing 
with nets with a smaller mesh than that prescribed under the rules made 
under this Act. It is a dangerous thing, Sir, and it will be very difficult 
for the fishermen to comply with this instruction. Standard net prescribed 
under rules made by Government may not be observed or even if observed, 
the persons who are cmpowerec^to enforce the provision* of the Bill in this 
regard may say that such net* do not observe the rules laid down with 
regard to the nets, aud the fishermen will be at once penalised, and they will 
be dragged to the court of law and punished. It is quite a dangerous provi- 
sion, I should say. Then, Sir, 4lie question or provision regarding fishing 
without a licence; this also is a dangerous clause. And the penalty for this 
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has *beea laid down at Rs.lOO. Suppose a fisherman with a dozen eg* half 
a dozen sons takes out a licence, ami the old man stavs at home while Ilia 
gtfps go out fishing and fish in waters wlicik are called public according 
to the definition in the Bill. What will be the fate of these men? The 
licence is not in their names; the father staying af home will not be affected 
and the sons will be visited with a fine of Its. 100 for the simple reason that 
the licence stands in the name of their father and it is the sons who have 
caught the fishes. There is another provision also* which is equally 
dangerous, namely, killing, or catching fish of a size or weight less than 
the standard weight prescribed under this Bill. While fishing in the natural 
waters of the province, Sir. various kinds ot ti>li come out in the net and 
the fishermen take them away without judging their size, etc. Some may 
be small, some bigger and some may conform to the size prescribed, one 
cannot fish in a heel or kind in such a way that there will he a uniform size 
of fish, there is bound to be of various sizes of fish, hut the penalty of fishing 
such sizes is Rs.100: this is dangerous. 1 think these are matters on which 
opinion of the public should he taken. Fishermen as a class are very pdfer 
belonging to the scheduled castes and their only source of living is fishing 
by net or by some other contrivance in certain months of the year. Now 
fishes will grow no doubt in time but how will they live in the meantime.* 
This problem has not been tackled in the Bill. I do not find any provision 
in the Bill itself relating to the growth of fishes. Fishes in the beel, canal 
or other waterways pass away into the river even if they are not caught as 
there is no means of protecting them. These canals, heels and waters are 
connected with river and the fishes do not remain there even if they are not 
caught. What steps will be adopted by (iovernment to prevent such drain* 
ing away of the fishes to river from such heels, kinds. Before a penalty 
provision like this is introduced, there ought to he a provision for the 
construction of a dam for the preservation of fishes to grow and then we 
will understand that some attempt has been made by the Government for 
preservation of such fishes. But there is only the provision that you can* 
not catch fish of certain sizes in the heels, canals and other waterways 
connected with the river, This shows that there is only provision to prohibit 
fishermen to catch fish and thus put a bar to the supply of fish in the market. 
It is said that in Bengal fish is one of the essential food of the people but 
no provision has been made for the supply of plenty of fish. There is~T5<f 
provision within the Bill for t lie protection of fish ami for the conservation 
of fish in the canals and heels. These fishes will go out to the river and 
the fishermen will be starved if they fail to catch fish or cannot get 
proper size of fish. Then, Sir, this Bill will be a source of terror to the 
poor fishermen. A large number of officers will be appointed, they will 
be called fishery office!*: there will also he officers of the rank of Sub- 
Inspector of Police who will be invented witli all sorts ot power to terrorise 
the poor fishermen. These officers have been given extraordinary power 
under this Act. So that there will be ample scope for bribe giving and 
bribe taking and bribe giving will be one of the ways for the fishermen to 
get out of the difficulty. The Bill will be a source ot corruption of all sorts. 
Under section 8 of this Bill power has'been given to compound such offences. 
When they commit an offence punishable under this Act they may escupe 
prosecution by making certain arrangements with the fishery officer. The 
fishery officer'has been given power to compound that means a lot of money 
to be lost bv fishermen without the public being benefited. I say, Sir, the 
provisions of the Bill are so coercive instead of being a protection for the 
conservation of fishes, it will he merely, I should say, exploitation and will 
result in the ultimate extinction of fishermen in Bengal. Therefore I say 
opinion of the public should be taken and so I move that the Bill be circulated 
for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 30th June, 1947. With 
these words, I move my motion. 

Hr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that the Bill be circulated for 
the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by^ the 30th J une, 1947 . 
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T%9 Hon'ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: Sir, I beg to oppose the motion. 
I must say the honourable member is labouring under a cert?!* amount af 
misapprehension with regard to the Bill. The purpose of file Bill is to5t 
to inconvenience the fishermen but to promote the growth of fish in Bengal. 
Some inconvenience may be done to the fishermen but they are bound to be 
effected in some way or other. Now, even as there is nothing to catch in 
some season of the year and they remain idle. As I have said in mv 
introductory speech Government will see that their inconvenience is 
minimised as far as possible. With the growth of fish their condition is 
bound to be prosperous. 

Now, as regards meshes and nets, these are matters of rules. When 
the rules are framed they will be widely published for a period of at least 
6 weeks and people will be allowed to criticise the rules and on the light 
of those criticisms Government will correct or rectify the rules. 

About the definition of private waters, as I have already said Govern* 
rmnt of India passed one Fishery legislation in 1897 but that was of no 
avail to us because the definition of the private water was so wide that 
Government could not touch any water. 1 can -inform the honourable 
* members that at the mouth of Padma there is one such bamlh but Govern* 
ment has no power to remove that. Therefore unless the Government get 
power they cannot promote the growth of fish and the migration of fish 
upward that region. Our intention is not to cause any inconvenience to 
any body. I think the private owners of tanks will also be benefited bv 
it and they will not stand in the way of this Bill. This matter has been 
discussed thoroughly and it is a piece of legislation which is urgently 
required. The main source of supply of fish is from estuarian areas and 
the other source is inland water. We are making arrangements to get fish 
from estuarian areas and also from inland waters. 1 would therefore request 
the honourable member to withdraw the motion of circulation and pave the 
way of the Bill so that it might he passed as soon as possible. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order. T lie question before the House is 
that the Bill be circulated for t lit* purpose of eliciting opinion thereon bv 
the 80th June, 1947. 

"The question was put and lost. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8S Sir, I beg to move that the Bill be 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The llon’ble Mr. Ahmed Hossain, Minister in charge of the 

Department of Agriculture, Forest and Fisheries, 

(2) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(d) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, 

(4) Mr. Dhirendru Lai Burua, 

(5) Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutt, 

(0) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(7) Mr. Fatiram ltoy, 

(8) Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahur, 

(9) Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

(10) Mr. Wahiduzzaman, and 

(ID the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 30th June, 1947, and that 
the number of members whose presence shall he necessary to constitute u 
quorum shall be four. 

Sir, I think the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill will at least accede 
to this proposition that the provisions of the Bill should be examined by 
a Select Committee. Now I do not see any reason whatsoever why the Bill 
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* h0tt ?J2 .vTJTU'ITK } VI eiy Vs time for examination of,, the 
provision* of Bill by a Select (ommittee and for a report to be suhniitWI 

Committee . tlje June uml that cannot be said to be a 
long time. The provisions of the Bill are, in mv opinion, harsh and 
may prove tyrannical on he fishermen. If the member, of the Meet 

t ommittee sit round a table and go through the provisions of the Bill I 

think some useful changes can he made therein which mnv make the Bill 
acceptable to all o us. It has been seen, Sir.-at least it has been mv 
experience, Sii that in the Select Committee the members prove very 

reasonable unlike my nends opposite who do not go through and under- 

stand the provisions of a Bill hut as soon as the division hell rings and 
vo ing is taken they stand up and vote without, knowing what they are 

In the SeVc ‘com, 1 dt Si,y ’> r ’ <H ‘ r ream, . nuWe : "tfuments tall on deaf' ears. 
In tht Select tommittee it is my experience. Sir, that those members on 

the opposite side who are taken on the Select Committee prove very reason- 
able and there if we make any suggestions which appear to the Government 
s de to be reasonable they are accepted and the changes are made easily h? 
he Select ( ommittee and they are retained. With these objects in view 
I have moved my motion tor reference of this Bill to a Select Committee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that the Bill he referred to a 

'elect ( ommittee consisting 0 f — 

0) The lion hie Mr. Ahmed Ho-sain, Minister m charge of the 
Department of Agriculture, l-’oiest and Fisheries, 

(2) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(I) Mr. Hamidul Huq ( 'howdhury, 

[4 1 Mr. Dhiremlra Lai Barua, 

(•'>) Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutt, 

(b> Mr. C. E. Clarke, 


( i 

{ S ) 
i*h 


i Mr. latir a m Bov, 


Mr. Bijoy Singh Xahar, 

Mr. Haridas Muzumdar, 

(10) Mr. Wnhiduzz aman, and 

(11) the mover, 

ith instructions to submit their report by the doth June, 1047 and that 
ie number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
uorum shall be four. 

u fr Mr ’,v C ’ u' CLAR t KEs M . r - l’resident. Sir, 1 rise to support the motion 
t*i ore **ouse. * n . our V1 ew there are one or two points in this measure 
iat require clarification. I refer in particular, Sir, to the power to make 
ules and it seems to us that it is possible that the Buies may bo more 
important than the Act itself. There is also the question, Sir, of private 
aters. Under section 2(4)(I>) the definition is hy no means clear and for 
us reason and for several others, Sir, it is in our view the proper procedure 
> refer this measure to a Select Committee, 

The Hon'blfl Mr. AHMED H088AIN: Sir, I oppose the motion for 
ference of the Bill to a Select Committee and I do not like to rnuke any 
>eech in this connection because the reasons which I put forward on the 
evious motion will hold good in this case too. 

As regards the complaint regarding rushing this Bill through the House, 
may pomt out to the honourable members that I would like this control* 
come in the cbming spawning season, namely, in June, and that conati- 
tes the urgency. The situation has degenerated to such an extent that 
e cannot afford to delay for one year; that is why we would like the control 
come in this season. Anyhow, I would not have any objection to a 
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Select Committee if the Bill could be passed this session. (Mr. Laut 
Chandea Das: Why not get out a report from the Select Committee 
within ten days?;. Besides, there is no substantive provision in the 
Bill itself; all the power comes to us through the rule making-powers 
provided in the Bill. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that the Bengal 
Protection and Conservation of Fishes Bill, 1947, be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Ahmed Hossain, Minister in charge of the 

Department of Agriculture, Forest and Fisheries, 

(2) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(3) Mr. Hnniidul Huq Chowdhury, 

(4) Mr. Dhirendra Lai Barua, 

(5) Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutt, 

(6) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(7) Mr. Patiram Roy, 

(8) Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar, 

(9) Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

(ID) Mr. Wahiduzzaman, and 
(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 30th June, 1947, and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be four. 

The question was put and a division taken with the following result; — 


Mr. L. P. 8. Bourn* 

Mr. C. E. Clarke 

Mr. Lalit Chandra Das 

Mr. 8atlsh Chandra Jana 

Ral Bahadur Brojandra Mohon Maitra 

Mr. Bejoy 8ingh Nahar 


Mr. Nur Ahmad 
Mr. 8yad Badrudduja 
Mr. Chowdhury Moazztm Hoaaaln 
Mr. Hamldul Huq Chowdhury 
Khan Bahadur Abdul Latlf Chowdhury 
Mr. 8yod Fazio Rabbi Chowdhury 
Mr. D. J. Cohan 
Tha Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran 
Khan Bahadur A. R. Shahoodul Haqua 


AYE8— 11. 

Ral Bahadur Jogendra Nath Roy 

Mr. Blren Roy 

Mr. Biswanath Roy 

Mr. Patiram Roy 

Mr. Charu Chandra 8anyal 

NOE8 — 18. 

Tha Hon’bl* Mr. Salyed Muazzamuddin 
Hosaln 

Khan 8ahib Mobarak All Khan 
Mr. Abdul Latlf 

The Hon'ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukhsrjea 
Khan Bahadur Ghyashuddln Pathan 
Khan Bahadur Mukhlasur Rahman 
Mr. Abdul Rashid 
Khan Sahib Maulvi Wahiduzzaman 
Dr. Kaslruddin Talukdar 


Ayes being 11 and Noes 18 the motion was lost. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that the Bengal 
Protection and Conservation of Fishes Bill, 1947, be taken into consideration. 


The question was put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYES — 1*. 


Mr. Nur Ahmod 

Mr. Syad Badhidduja 

Mr. Chowdhury Moazztm Hossain 

Mr. Hamldul Huq Chowdhury 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latlf Chowdhury 

Mr. Syod Fazio Rabbi Chowdhury^ 

Mr. D. J. Cohan 

Tha Hon'blo Mr. Abdul Gofran 

Khan Bahadur A. R. 8hahoodul Haquo 


Tha Hon’bl* Mr. 8aiy*d Muazzamuddin 
Hosain 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan 
Mr. Abdul Latin 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjaa 

Khan Sahib Ghyashuddln Pathan 

Khan Bahadur Mukhiosur Rahman 

Mr. Abdul Rashid 

Dr. Kaslruddin Talukdar 

Khan Sahib Maidvl Wahiduzzaman 
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NOE*— t. 


Mr. Lftltt Chandra Das 

Mr. Satbh Chandra Want 

Rai Bahadur Bngandra Mohon Maitra 

Mr. Bajay Blngh Hahar 

Rai Bahadur Jogandra Nath Roy 


Mr. Biran Roy 

Mr. Biswanath Roy 

Mr. Patiram Roy 

Mr. Charu Chandra Banyal 


Ayes being 18 and Noes 9 the motion was agreed to. 


Riot situation in Calcutta. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8; May I draw your attention to one fact 
in this connection? It was promised in the earlier part of our business 
that the Home Minister oi the Finance Minister will turn up and will make 
a statement on the riot situation. We are very anxious to hear how the 
situation is in Calcutta now. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Ahmed Ilossain. 1 think we better stop here 
further debate on your Bill. Inasmuch as the Finance Minister is just now 
here let hear his statement on the riot situation. If there is time after 
that we shall proceed with the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI : In response to the request from 
the Opposition I take this opportunity of informing the House that in 
Calcutta about 11 incidents mostly confined to north, east and central parts 
oi the city have been leported during the night and up to mid-da.N . The 
police amt the nulitun fired about ’0 rounds in connection with eases of 
arson, not and attack. Sonic arrests were also made on the spot during 
the period undei review. Six persons are reported to have been injured 
and l killed In How i ah. last night there was some tension as a result of 
about 20 incidents which occuned in four thanas. These included 12 cases 
ot arson. Over 100 rounds were fired by the military and the police. The 
military are dominating in one area and the police force lias been reinforced. 
Intensive searches are being made and dl persons have been arrested in 
iddition to those arrested \estenhn. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8 : May we enquire whether it is the intern ^ 
turn oi ( io\ernineiit to extend the zone oi milituiy occupation and whether 
the military will be put in all the areas when* disturbances arc taking place? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: That is a mutter which will be 
examined. That is a matter which is being examined as a whole and I am 
sun* that if there is any necessity for extending the area of operation of the 
military that will be done. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: A\ ill the Hon’ble Minister please state 
the important areas where the military arc now operating, namely, the 
thanas in which they are operating? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: They are operating in the follow- 
ing thanas, namely. Manicktolla. Belmghutu, including Circular Road, and 
certain areas in Entally. I do not know whether the area of operation has 
been further extended in addition to Howrah which, as has been announced, 
is an area where the military are dominating, and extra police officers have 
been deputed to Howrah. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister please take 
note of the fact that public opinion favours the extension of I he operations 
of the military to othei areas, and if this note is taken and considered dul>, 

I think confidence among the populace may be restored. 

In the meantime, Sii . ma\ 1 refer to another matter? We are going 
to have the Easter Holidays very soon, within the next three or four days, 
and if Government agree to stop the business of the House for three or four 
days prior to that, that is, from tomorrow, and if these days are tacked on 
59 
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to the Easter holidays, then we may get clear ten days within which we hope 
the combined operations of the military and the police may succeed in 
restoring order in the city. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Das, it is not tor me to intervene in this matter; 
it is a matter which rests entirely with the House and the Government, but 
I may point out that when there is an emergency it is the duty of a 
Legislature to remain in session and not to avoid its responsibility. During 
the emergency in England the British Parliament remained in session 
continuously and you should rather emulate that example of the Parliament 
not seek holidays now. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 deeply regret that the Chair has 
taken quite another view' in this matter. There are several members in 
this House who are quite willing to go to the scene of the riots and blood- 
abed and appeal to the hooligans to give up this business. If we get a 
permit from Government we are quite ready and willing to visit the places 
of occurrence and appeal to t lie hooligans 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: But why stop your duties here? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, it is not a question of stopping our 
duties here. We are passing through extraordinary times. In the course 
of the last eight months there have been three recrudescences of this 
abnormal thing, namely, the killing of human beings as il they are so many 
beusts. If the services of the legislature are really required by Government, 
the members are quite willing to go to the places of occurrence and stop this 
great killing 

Mr. PRESIDENT: W hat is your proposal then? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: My proposal is that it Government 
really want our services in this matter and give us time and permits then 
we are quite whiling to go to the places ot the occurrences and appeal to the 
hooligans to stop this murder and bloodshed — that is what rn> proposal is. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI : W e have made a note of the 
request of the Opposition and it will he placed before the Hon’hle Chief 
Minister. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: From today bus services have stopped 
and we desire that police protection he given to us before and after arrival 
here. Will the Hon’ble Finance Minister kindly see to this? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Even effort will be made to see 
that transport facilities for the citizens of Calcutta are maintained because 
if there is any dislocation of the transport services there will he more panic 
and tension. Therefore it is Government’s intention to help the transpoit 
service going. 

Mr, BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: May we expect that buses will run as 
usual from tomorrow? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: But buses are running, I have 
seen them running myself. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: But it is only in some particular areas. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMEO ALI: That may he. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT 1 . 1 tliipk a suggestion was made by some members 
that transport facilities should be provided by Government for their arrival 
and departure. Will that arrangement he made from tomorrow? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Why not from today? 
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Mr* ABDUL RA8HID5 Yes, arrangements will be made from this very 

lay. 

Mr. PRE8IDEN1 1 : It is agreed that transport will be provided for 
nembers for coming to the House by Government m view of the present 
.ituation. Will that arrangement be made from tomorrow ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALIS It may be made from today. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : All right. the arrangement has been made from 
oday. I think Mr. Ahmed Hossain we will take up the Bill tomorrow and 
top here today. Now, as regards tomorrow’s programme, in view of the 
iostal difficulty due to the present situation 1 propose to announce here the 
trogramme of business. The agenda will be circulated tomorrow before the 
neeting. Tomorrow's programme of business will be business remaining 
rom today and then the Public Demands Recovery Bill for consideration and 
uissing. 

The House stands adjourned till 1 -45 p.m. tomorrow. 


Adjournment 

The Council then adjourned till 1-45 p.m. on Tuesday the 1st April, 1047. 
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Monitors ibwitt 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 31s 
March, 1947;— 

(1) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Chowdhury. 

(3) Mrs. Labanya Probha Datta, 

(4) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, 

(5) Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury, 

(0) Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das, 

(7) Mr. Amulyadhone Roy, 

(8) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(9) Mr. Kamini Kumar Datta, 

(10) Mr. Eric Dermot Doyne, 

(11) Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazal EUahi, 

(12) Sir Md. Azizul Huque, Khan Bahadur, 

(13) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria, 

(14) Khan Bahadur Alhadj Shaikh Muhammad Jan, 

(15) Mr. Lata fat Hossain, 

(10) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(17) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid, 

(18) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish, 

(19) Mr. George Morgan, c.l.E., 

(20) Mr. T. B. Nimmo, 

(21) Dr. Kuinud Sankar Ray, 

(22) Mr. Sushil Chandra Sen. and 

(23) Mr. Md. Taufiq. 
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The €ofncil met in the legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on the 1st April, 1947, at 1-45 p.m., being the $8t|fr 
day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section (52(2) (a) of the. Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singji Roy. k.o.i.b.) 4 waff' 
in thw. Chair. 


Conveyance for members. 

Mr.' LALIT CHANDRA DA8i On a matter of information, Sir. Yet- 
terday #4 were given to understand that cars would be sent to bring us to 
the Council. I waited upto 1-25 p.m. but as there was no ear T had "to 
take a taxi and come here. Several members of my party have not yet 
come. If this is the sort of arrangement then T fear it will be difficult* 
tor us to attend the Council at any time, even after the holidays. Sir, 
many honourable members of my party have not come. What is to be 
done? 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: Will the Leader of the House kindly inform thf^ 
House of the arrangements made? ’ * 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIML 

1 am informed that the ears were sent in time. But probably they could 
not reach in time to bring the members here. Evidently, the cars have 
been held up somehow 7 or other. 

Mr. BIJAY 8INGH NAHAR: Is there any disturbance in the city? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: May be. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Sir, cars have been sent with two escorts. 

' Mr. PRE8IDENT: How many have been sent? 

" ^®^UL RA8HID: Yesterday one w 7 as sent to Bliowanipur. 

4 Mf. PRESIDENTS What is your suggestion, Mr. Das? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, my suggestion is that the Hou*& 
be adjourned for half an hour so that the members of my party may 
pa the meantime. * ’ 


irF 

\\ 

Mr. 


Ma PRE8IDENT: You want the House to be adjourned for half an 
nourp That means, upto quarter past two. 

1 ' '• * 

LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Yes, Sir. * 

lon’ble ‘ Khan Bahadur 8AI YE D MUAZZAMUDDIN HOISAINl 

have no objection. 

lS&8duse accordingly stands, ad journeB till otiAr- 


The uo 


ter 

80 
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* After 'Adjournment.) 

' * % ’ >JjL 

questions anct answers*., 

«• # * 

v Mr, PRESIDENT. Questions, Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

Mr. NUR AHMED: No. 81. 

Mr* ABDUL RASHID (on Ahalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Monammeo «n;: 

Bir, in the absence of the Hon'ble Minister I shall not be in a 
T&teftion to reply to supplementary questions, if there be any. So I jcequesl 
that this question be held over. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: No. 81 is held over. 


Draft amendment of Act l(B.C.) of 1876 and Act XII of 1880. 

* 92. Khan Bahadur GHYA8UDDIN PATHAN (on behalf of Kfcqp 

Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque): Will the Hon’ble Minister in change 
Jgf’the Judicial Department be pleased to state — • 

f- *(a) whether it is a fact that some draft amendment of Act I (B.€.)*f 
^ 1876 (The Bengal Muhammadan Marriages and Divorces Regis- 

tration Act, 1876), and Act XII of 1880 (The Kazi’s Act, 1880), 
were submitted to the Government prepared by a sub-committee 
appointed under Government Order No. 136T.Regn., dated the 
20th September, 1939, and forwarded to the Government u$4er 
I.G.R. No. 96M., dated the 25th January, 1941; 

(b) if so, what action the Government propose to take and why no action 

was taken so long; 

(c) if the Government propose to introduce amending Bills for those 

Acts ; 

(d) if so, when ; and 

(e) if not, why not? 

/ Rai Bahadur DHIRENDRA LAL BARUA, Parliamentary Secretary (on 
behalf of the Minister-in-charge of the Judicial Department): (a) Yes in 

respect of Act I (B.C.) of 1876 (The Bengal Muhammadan Marriages a»d 
ftivorces Registration Act, 1876). . 

(b) The mutter is under consideration of Government and no final decision 
has yet been reached. Due to the last war emergency the matter was he|d 
in abeyance for the time being. 

, (c) No decision has yet been reached. 

(d) and (e) Do not arise. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr Das. * 

. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: No. 83. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I request that this questfoi 
stands over as the Hon’ble Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed is not here. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: It is very unfortunate that the Ministers ha#e noi 
tuined up when they are expected to reply to the questions that otfperii 
thdor departments and that are on to-day’s agenda. They should have senl 
intimation to the Chair beforehand that they would be unable to aften^i 
the House. ^ g*# * 

fhi Hon’M. Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: We are veiy sorry ior this 
aBI I shall bring the matter to the notice of the jespectivq Minisfqp* 

Khan (fahadur CHyASUQDIN PATHAN: #1 fey attend tfee otffer House. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: It is fcractick to tnjoczn thV Cha$ beforehan<f 
in case of inability on the jpfert of af Minister V attend The sitfijug^ 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA*: I hope this question will come up again 
for reply next time. , t ♦ * 

hr. PRESIDENT: It is held over to-day. 

The Bengal Protection and Conservation of Fishes Bill, 1947^ 

Mr* PRESIDENT: Next comes the Bengal Protection and ConseWif^ 
tion of Fishes Bill, 1947. 

Clause 1 stands part of the Bill. 

¥ MK LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I at this stage say one thing, 
Sir? It is this: We can go on with this Bill todav under one condition 
only, namely, that the House should be adjourned till the 21st April after 
finishing the Bill today; otherwise we cannot get on with the legislative 
work*in the way we have been put to live in Calcutta under the presetft 
circumstances. rv4 

* Mr. PRESIDENT: You are prepared to go on with the Bill today only 
jf the House is adjourned till the 21st April? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Of course after the Bill is finished^ 
today : that has already been agreed to. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Between whom? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS You will just hear. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY. We do not know with whom 
this arrangement or agreement has been reached, Sir. 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN: 1 cannot agree to such a tiling. 
No agreement has been arrived at on the subject of adjournment after the 
Bill is finished. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Our point of view should be understood 
iu this way : We will not proceed with the business of the House todav or 
tilt the time when the condition of Calcutta returns to normalcy. thit 
^ our position. And today a sort of a compromise was suggested to us 
hv a member of the opposite side to the effect that we cun have an adjourn- 
ment till the 21st April provided we finish this Bill today, and it is with 
that end in view we were told in this House by the Minister in charge of 
the Bill to consider as to which amendments he could accept without any 
contest, etc., etc. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Has, it is for you to settle the 
matter with the Government but my suggestion is this that the business 
of the House should not be conditional. If you think that the business 
before the House is important, then you should proceed with that business, 
and if Government also think similarly then they also should proceed with 
the business; if however they think that in the public interest the House 
should be adjourned and the opposition also agree with that now then the 
House should be adjourned, independently, of any condition as regards the 
transaction of the business of the House. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: It is independent, Sir, in the sense that 
"e refuse to work under present conditions; and certain suggestions were 
thrown from the Government side with regard to this Bill today and for 
this purpose we were taken to your Chamber; what was suggested there 
*as prdWbly heard by you, Sir, from the statement of the Hon1>le Miftfa- 
ter, to wsiich I gave a^rpply. When we met today the same suggestion 
was made to us. We are unwilling to go on with the work under present 
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circumstances and we were 'taken* to tie ItonTiie Minister's room where 
certain arifendmeirits were goife into and 1 it was understood that certain 
amendments of the opposition would be acceptecFand certain others would not 
be accepted. But after coming to the House the Hon'ble Minister seems to 
have gone back upon what was done in his own chamber, but w'e may defi- 
nitely repeat that under present circumstances we are not prepared to go 
on with the v\ork till things return to the normal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: I am sorry, Sir, but I have 
^ot gone back upon any assurance that I ever gave regarding tbe adjourn- 
ment of tbe House. In fact that matter was never mentioned to me when 
we were discussing the amendments; therefore I cannot commit Govern- 
ment to anything like this. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, the position of Govern^ 
ment is this; Government are very anxious that the business of tbe House 
should be finished. If the opposition can put forward any reasonable 
ground for getting the House adjourned when the Government have made 
arrangements for their transaction and even when Government have made 
arrangements for their safe conduct to the legislative chamber in a truck 
under an armed escort to and from their places of residence, I do not think 
the opposition can have any reasonable objection to proceed with the 
business and ask for an adjournment of the House. We are however pre- 
pared to consider the views of the party leaders and if we think those 
views are reasonable' we may agree, hut in our opinion those objections 
will not he reasonable as Government have made every arrangement, for 
bringing the honourable members here from their respective houses * 4 SHd 
also for seeing to their return thereto. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: I think, Sir, that we should 
take our legislative business more seriously. If legislative chamber is 
reduced to the position of a school and holiday is asked for a rainy day 
it is a great pity. How can we ask for adjournment when all other 
Government officers and Government offices are functioning and attending 
to their business P It is very unfortunate if legislative work is treated as 
less important than other work of Government. As a matter of fact, we know 
that when the situation has become serious we should not adjourn the House 
and run away in a holiday mood. Secondly, Sir. when Government have 
Undertaken to provide the members of the Legislature with conveyance, 
there ought to lie uo disinclination on the part of the members to attend 
to the Legislative business. Then, Sir, it has been suggested that the 
House should he adjourned up to 21st April. It is quite probable that 
on the 21st a fresh demand for adjournment may be made by the members 
rm the ground that the Constituent Assembly would be sitting and that the 
Hindu members on the Opposition side would not he able to take part in the 
legislative business. Unfortunately, Sir, the other House yesterday decid- 
ed to adjourn the House without considering this implication. So 
if the spirit is that we should not* work when all other Government work 
is done, I for myself would not agree to that suggestion. I think, Sir, 
that the business of fhe House is more serious than any other work and 
should not he taken so lightly. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, yesterday I spoke very plainly with 
regard to this matter. I do not know whether Mr. Hamidul Huq Chow- 
dhury was present here yesterday. I told the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
very plainly yesterday that the situation in Calcutta is snch that we can- 
not attend to the ordinary business of the legislature when we have more 
urgent work outside. We are representatives of the people and we owe a 
duty to the people and in the present circumstances it is our duty as re- 
presentatives of the people to go to the places of disturbances, and as a 
matter of iact we have asked for permits for this from the Government 
with a view to go where the disturbances are taking place in order to try 
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id restore peace and order an3 we received some sort of consent from the 
inance Minister yesterday. But it seems that that is plainly forgotten 
day. We say that the situation in Calcutta is abnormal and as a matter 
fact heads are broken, people are murdered in broad day light, arson 
going on everywhere and we want that these things are not only to be 
opped here in Calcutta but that steps should be taken so that it mnv not 
iread to any other parts of the Province. We representatives of the 
K>ple want peace and order and we want the situation to be brought to 
>rmalcv. Tt is abnormal now and this view was taken by the members 
the Assembly yesterday and they have got actually the adjournment 
the House for this till 18th April. So no new argument is required for 
\ and we want it to he distinctly understood that we ha\e our duty to 
tr constituency and we are running a great risk of danger and oua 
nstituency requires our presence there to nllax any communal tension 
that we may bring about peaee among the two communities. That is 
e task now before ih and it is much more important than attending to 
e business of the Legislature like this The legislative business to which 
b are attending now is not so important and it can very well wait for 
or d weeks and the heaven will not fall if this Bill is not passed today 
tomorrow. So if the Government is amenable to reason tln\\ will agree 
our proposal : if not, thex can by brute majoritx do as they like and 
p also know what to do. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May 1 know what lias the Finance Minister got 
say with regard to this matter? 

jhe Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI : Max I biggest. Sir, that in- 
ead of discussing this matte? on the door of this House, it may be dis- 
issed in your Chamber? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then shall I adjourn the House for another 10 
inutes so that von ‘come over to my Chamber and discuss the matter in a 
lmcr atmosphere? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. Sir, that is better. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House stand s adjourned to? It) minutes. 

(After adjournment . ) 

Mr. PRESIDENT : Ma\ I now hear tlic Ilon’ble the Finance Minirt- 
r regarding adjournment of the House? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Si? . as a demand has come from 
e Leader of the Opposition that thex fed that they cannot do any ordi- 
irv legislation in view of the abnormal situation. Government, though 
ey would have liked to continue the leyLatne work as they have a heavy 
ogramnie, do not want that they should go on with the programme when 
ere is no member of the Opposition in the House. Members of the Oppn- 
tion have said that they would even* withdraw from the House if their 
‘mand of adjourning the Jfou*»o was not conceded. Government do not 
ant to create this unhappy situation Therefore members of this side 
tile House most relucfantlx agree to the adjournment so that members 
f this House may go to their respective uieas and constituencies for the 
lrpose of promoting communal harmonv. aunty and concord. We may 
lerefore adjourn the House fill 21st April, 1047. 

The Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill* 1947. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Before the next business on 
le agenda is taken up to-day may I have your permission to present 
i the House, under Rule 01(1) of the Bengal Legislative Council Froce- 
ire Buies, the Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947, as reported 
f the Select Commits? 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Did you give notice? 

Mr. BIJOY 8INGH NAHAR: On a Point of Order, Sir. We have just 
now taken clause 1 of the Bengal Protection and Conservation of Fishes 
Bill, 1947. In the meantime the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlur Rahman is bringing 
in another thing. We have already taken clause 1 of the Bill. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: If the House Objects, he cannot do so. 

The Hon’ble Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: V I request that the House allow 
me to make the motion. I have got other work to do and if I am to wait 
to make my motion till the Bengal Protection and Conservation of Fishes 
Bill is taken up and finished it will be a long time and it will serve no 
good purpose if I waste time for nothing. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In view of the request made by the Hon’ble Minis-, 
ter and in view of the necessity for releasing llon’ble Ministers as quickly 
as possible to do their other important work I propose to allow him to make 
his motion provided the House does not object to it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, may I have your permis- 
sion to present to the House* under Rule 01(1) of the Bengal Legislative 
Council Procedure Rules, the Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947, 
as reported bv the Select Committee? 

Sir, with your permission 1 beg to give notice that I shall move on the 
21st of this month that the said Bill be taken into consideration and passed 
as settled in the Council. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: So far as amendments are concerned 
we want the maximum period allowable under the rules. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. I would suggest that the members put in their 
amendments by 3 p.m. on the lfith. That will give lull 7 days’ time. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, we have not yet got copies of the 
Bill as reported on by the Select Committee. When will the copies be 
made available to us? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I believe they will be available by Monday provi- 
ded they are received from the press at the specified time. 

Mr: BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: In this riot situation, Sir, postal deli- 
very is not at all regular. (Kir papers may be sent by a peon, Sir, so that 
we can get them in time. If we rely on postal delivery now-a-days, the 
printed Bill may not at all reach us in time and even we may not get it. 

Mf. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Cannot a cycle peon be sent round to 
deliver our papers at our Calcutta addresses? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Th ere are difficulties of sending the peons to the 
different addresses. The peons aro afraid to go to all the areas risking 
their lives. When the situation improves we may send cycle peons but till 
that time we shall have to depend on the postal service. 

The Bengal Protection and Conservation of Fishes Bill, 1947. 

Clause 1. 

Mf, PRE8IDENT5 The question before the House is that clause 1 
stand part of the Bill. ^ 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 
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* Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: I beg to move that in the proviso to 
sub-clause ( 2 ) of clause 2 of the Bill, the words “below the rank of sub- 
inspector* * be omitted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in the proviso to sub- 
clause (2) of clause 2 of the Bill, the words ‘‘below the rank of sub-inspector** 
lie omitted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN. I accept the amendment, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in the pro- 
viso to sub-clause (2) of clause 2 of the Bill, the words “below the rank of 
sub-inspector” be omitted. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that clause 2 as 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Clause 3. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Clause 3 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 beg to move that in paragraph (a) (it) of 
sub-clause (3) of clause 3 of the Bill, for the words “and bunds” in line 2, 
the words and comma “bunds, embankments and other structures” be sub- 
stituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in paragraph (a) (it) of 
sub-clause («‘i) of clause 3 of the Bill, for the words “and bunds” in line 2, 
the words and comma “bunds, embankments and other structures” be sub- 
stituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: I accept the amendment, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that paragraph (a) 
(u) of sub-clause (3 ) ot clause 3 of the Bill, for the words “and bunds” in 
line 2, the words and comma “bunds, embankments and other structures*' 
be substituted. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that in paragraph (a) (Hi) of sub- 
clause (J) ot the clause 3 of the Bill, after the word “size” in line 1, the 
words “and form” be inserted and after the word “nets” in line 1, the 
words “or other contrivances” be inserted. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Amendment myved that in paragraph (a) (Hi) of 
sub-clause (3, of clause 3 of the Bill, after the word “size” in line 1, the 
words “and form” be inserted and after the word “nets” in line 1, the 
words “or other contrivances” be inserted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: I accept the amendment, Sir. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that in para- 
graph (a) (in) of sub-clause (J) of Clause 3 »f the Bill, after the word “size” 
in fine 1, the words the words “and for” be inserted and after the word 
“nets” in line 1, rt or other contrivances” he inserted. 

(The question was put and agreed to., 

Mr. NUR AHMED: With your permission, Sir, I would like to make 
a technical amendment, namely, that for the words “any other apparatus**, 
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a b in my amendment, the words “any other contrivance” be substituted, 
so that it will read thus : — 

that in paragraphs (a) and (b) of sub-clause (5) of 'Cause 3 of the Bill, 
after the word “engine” wherever it occurs, the words “or any 
other contrivance” be added. 

This is done simply to keep unijonnity with the phraseology of the 
amendment just previously accepted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in paragraph (a) and (b) 
of sub-clause (5) of clause 3 of the Bill, after the word “engine” wherever 
it occurs the words “or any other contrivance” be added. 

The HOfl’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: Sir, I accept it. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that in paragraphs 

(a) and (b) of sub-clause (5) of clause 3 of the Bill, after the word 
“engine” wherever it occurs the words “or any other contrivance” be added. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 3 as 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 4. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Clause 4 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 4 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 5. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 5 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 beg to move that in sub-clause (2) 
of clause 5 of the Bill, for the word “two” occurring in line 3 and in line 
4, the word “one” be substituted and before the word “imprisonment” in 
line 3 the word “simple” be inserted 

Sir, may I make a verbal alteration in the amendment to make it more 
clear? I will keep everything intact. It is this: 

That in sub-clause (1) of clause 5 — 

(a) in line 3 for the word “imprisonment” the words “simple imprison- 
ment” be substituted; 

(b) in lines 3 and 4 for the words “two months” the words ‘“one month” 
be substituted ; and 

(c) in line 4 for the word “two” the word “one” be substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: How does the clause read then? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It will read like this: « 

“The breach of any rule made under section 3 or of any prohibition noti- 
fied under section 4 shall be punishable with simple imprisonment foi^ a 
term which may extend to one month or with fine which may extend to 
one hundred rupees or with both.”. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right you move it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I beg to move that in sub-clause ( 1 ) of 
clause 5 — 

(a) in line 3 for the word “imprisonment” the words “simple imprison- 
ment” be substituted; * 
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(5) in lines 3 and 4 for the words “two months' ’ the words “one 
month’ ’ be substituted ; #nd ' > 

(o) in line% ? for the word “two” the word “one” be substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (1) of clause 
5— 

(a) in line 3 for the word “imprisonment” the words “simple imprison- 
ment” be substituted; 

(b) in lines 3 and 4 for the words “two months” the w’ords “one month” 

be substituted; and 

(c) in line 4 for the word “two” the word “one” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: I accept the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in sub- 
■jiause (/) of clause 5 — 

(a) in line 3 for the word “imprisonment” the words “simple imprison- 
ment” be substituted; 

( b ) in lines 3 and 4 for the words “two months” the words “one month” 
be substituted ; and 

(c) in line 4 for the word “two” the word “one” be substituted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: 1 beg to move that in sub-clause (2) 
cf clause ft of the Bill, (?*) for the word “five” appearing in line 5, the 
word “two” be substituted; (ii) for the word “three” appearing in ilne 5, 
the word “two” be substituted; and (???) before the word “imprison- 
ment” in line f), the word “simple” be inserted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (2) of clause 
b of the Bill, (?) for the word “five” appearing in line 4 t the word “two” 
he substituted; (ii) for the word “three” appearing in line 5, the woid 
•‘two’’ be substituted; and (???) before the word “imprisonment” in line 0, 
the word “simple” he inserted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: I accept, the amendment. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that in sub-clause 
(2) of clause 5 of the Bill, (?) for the word “five” appearing in line 4, the 
word “two” be substituted; (ii) for the word “three” appearing in line, the 
word “two” be substituted ; and (???) before the word “imprisonment” in 
line 5, the word “simple” be inserted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House that clause 5 as 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

"I’he motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause €. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Clause 6 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, in conformity with the amendment,, 
which has just been accepted by the Hon’ble Minister by dropping the 
proviso to clause 2, may I move at short notice that the w’orcf “police officer” 
may be dropped in clause 6 of the Bill. 

|gr. PRESIDENT: Please let me have it in writing. 

Mr. Das, do you propose to do away with the words “police-officer, or 
other”? 

6 ) 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Y«, Sir, notfcintfHalse. I beg to nufve 
fch*t in HubwJ#ts<Mi) of cBftise 6 of aftrqjfco worj^ ‘ ‘Any** jjji fine 

1, the words “police-officer, or other’' be deleted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment, moved that in suo-ciause wj or 
clause fi of the Bill, after the word “Any” in line 1, the wofds “police- 
officer, or other” be deleted. 

The HOfTble Mr. AHMED H0S8AIN: 1 accept the amendment. ^ 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that , in sub- 
clause (I; of clause 0 of the Bill, after the w r ord “Any” in line 1, the 
words “police-officer, or other” be deleted. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that clause 6 as 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Clause 7. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Clause 7 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House i* that clause 7 stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Clause 8 . 

Mr PRESIDENT. Clause 8 stand part of the Bill. 

* The question before the House is that clause 8 stand part of the Bill. 

Tin question was put and agreed to. 

Clause 9. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 9 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 9 stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Clause 10. 

* Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 10 stand part of the Bill. 

f The question before the House is that clause 10 stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put aud agreed to. 

Clause 11. 

. * Mr. PRESIDENT. Clause 11 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 11 stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Schedule. 

„ Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that the Schedule stand part uf 
the Bill. 

* Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, with your permission I would like 
to make a slight correction in the figure in my amendment, namely, that 
for the amount of 25 rupees I want to make it 60 rupees. I bfeg tb move 
that in column 2 of the Schedule, for the words “one hundred rupees” 
wherever they occur, the words “fifty rupees” be substituted. 

^ 4* Mr* PRESIDENT: J hope the House has no objection to this change 
in the amendment % All right. 
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Amendment moved 4tat in columnj2 of the schedule, for the words “one 
himare^. tupees > ^wher^ej| l | theguoojilg the wordfc “fifty ruf>ett’’«dbe substi- 
tuted.*^ ^ * $ * ! « *% 

fluThd Honjto Mr. AHMEI) H0S8AIN : I accept the amend nieut, Sir. 

Mr. /RESIDENT: The question before the House is that in column 2 
of the /chftdqle, for the words “one hundred rupees'’ wherever they occur, 
thc^jrdrd “fifty rupees’' be substituted. 

The <|uestion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: I beg to move that item 7 in the Sche- 
dule to the Bill be omitted. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Amendment moved that item 7 in the Schedule to 
the Bill be emitted. 

The Hbn’ble Mr. AHMED H0S8AIN: I accept the amendment, Sir. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that item 7 in 
the Schedule to the Bill be omitted. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that the schedule 
as amended stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Title a ml Preamble. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that the Titlfe 
and the Preamble stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H0S8AIN: I beg to move that the Bengal 

Protection and Conservation ot Fishes Bill, 1947, as settled in the Council, 
he passed. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mot ion moved that the Bengal Protection and Con- 
servation of Fishes Bill, 1947, as settled in the Council, be passed. 

The question before the House is that the Bengal Protection and Con-^ 
servution of Fishes Bill, 1947, as settled in the Council lie passed. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The House stands adjourned till 1-45 p.m. 01 1 
the 21st April, 1947. 


Adjournment. 

The House then adjourned till 1-45 p.m. on Monday, the 21st April, 1947. 
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The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Monday, 21st April, 1947, at l-4'> p.m. being the 29tli day of 
the First Session of* 1947, pursuant to section (12 (2) (a) of the Government 
of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Bijuy Prasad Singh Boy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the ('hair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Muslim students in the 8cience classes. 

84. Mr. NUR AHMED: <</) Will the Hon'hle Minister in charge oC 
tht' Education Department he pleased to state whether it is a fact that thttlW 
!>> an extreme paucity of Muslim students in the Science classes in all tha 
colleges and Universities in Bengal!'' 

(b) Is it a fact that Sir Azizul Ilaque, ex-Vice-Chancellor of the Univer- 
< itv of Calcutta, in his convocation address of the University in 1941 drew 
the* immediate attention of the Government, to this fact ? 

i** 

ic) What was the total number of Muslim and non-Muslim students in the 
Science classes in (/) the University of Calcutta, (ii) tlie Dacca University 
and ( lib) othei colleges in Bengal, dining the years 1940-41, 1941-42, 1942-4<&,^ 
and 1943-44, respectively ? 

( d) How many Muslim students and how many non-Muslim students 
passed I. Sc., B Sc. and M.Sc. examinations from (i) the University of 
Calcutta, (ill the Daeea University and (hi) all other colleges of Bangui 
during the years 1940, 1941, 1942 and 1943, respectively!' 

$ 

(e) Have any measures been adopted by the Government of Bengal to 
increase the number of Muslim students in the Science classes? If so, what 
are they? 

MINISTER IN CHARGE OF THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT ti 
(the Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN): (n> The number 
of Muslim students in Science classes of different colleges is rather small. 

(b) Yes, but not in 1941. Attention of Government was drawn to tbii* 
fact in the convocation address of 1940. 

♦ # (rl and (d) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(e> Yes. Restrictions of Divisions aie relaxed in connection witlfe. th§ 
admission of Muslim students for the study of Science, To eneotrrage th$* 
Muslim students to take up Science courses Government have made ft tflecial 
provision for Rs. 20,040 per annum for award of stipend*. There are also 
fUechoIarships of Rs.2o # each per* month to Muslim students who take fcp 
Honour* in jk>ta*jr» Phffiiolggy ftr Gkologj with £l# benefit of free tuition, 

A* 
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Statement referred to in reply to clauses ( c ) and (d) of question No. 84. 



1940-41. 

1941-42. 

1942-43. 

1943-44. 


Muslim. 

Non- 

Muslim. 

Muslim, i 

Non- 

Muslim. 

Muslim. 

Non- 

Muslim. 

Muslim. 

Non- 

Muslim. 

(i) University of 
Calcutta. 

20 

407 

27 

450 

21 

440 

24 

512 

(it) Dacca Univer- 
sity. 

125 

270 

120 

234 

138 

1 216 

117 

208 

(in) Government 
and Govern- 
ment aided 

Colleges. 

93 i 

5,408 

949 

5,739 

932 

6,151 

1,012 

6,329 

Un-aided Colleges 

134 

2,295 

171 

2,322 

127 

1,758 

177 

2,093 



1940. 

1941. • 

1942. 

— 

1 1943. 


Muslim. 

Non- 

Muslim. 

Muslim. 

Non- 

Muslnu. 

Muslim. 

Non- 
M uslim. 

; Muslim. 

Non- 

Muslim. 

(i) University of 
Calcutta — 









M.Se. 

3 

108 

2 

115 

5 

128 

4 

114 

(ii) Dacca Univer- 
sity — 









It. Sc. 

13 

57 

38 

66 

34 

68 

29 

51 

M.Se, 

5 

26 

10 

31 

8 

21 

11 

12 

(Hi) Government 
and Govern- 

ment-aided col- 
leges — 






s 



I. Sc. 

180 

1,284 

241 

1,380 

247 

1,341 

175 

j 1,097 

B.Sc. 

43 

396 

32 

424 

51 

515 

81 

701 

M.Se. 

1 

17 

b 

19 

1 

17 

| Nil 

19 

Un-aided colleges — 









I.Sc. 

23 

026 

26 

550 

24 

492 

29 

409 

B.Sc. 

1 

86 

i 

3 

i 

83 

3 

77 

2 

83 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hin'ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether this special provision Trf 20,040 for award of stipends to Muslim 
atudents is m excess of Rs. 10,00,000 already allotted for the encouragement 
of Muslim students education? 

Tht Hon’blt Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Rs. i0,00,0Qp 
was allotted very recently. But this grant i3 being paid from befor^. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Has the Hon’ble the Education Minister 
actually spent this amount by giving* out awards or stipends to the Muslim 
students ? 

The Hon’fcle Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Most of the 
awards have been given but when suitable candidates are not available the 
amount cannot be spent. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: How much money is unspent? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I want notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: To how many Muslim students scholar- 
ship of Rs. 2b/- per mouth has been awarded upto now? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I cannot suy 
that without notice, llut as I have said the amount is spent when suitable 
candidates are available. In most years suitable candidates had been avail- 
able, but I cannot give the exact number without notice. 

Abolition of the system of appointing members to Local Self-Governing 

Bodies. 

85. Khan Bahadur A. M. SHAHOODUL HAQUE: (a) Will the 
HoiTble Minister in charge of the Department of Health and Local Self- 
(fovernment be pleased to state whether Government are agreeable to the 
abolition of the system of appointing members to the local self-governing 
bodies. 

(h) If so, when do the Government propose to amend the relevant Acts 
lo give effect to this? 

(ri Do the Government propose to defer the elections to the district 
hoards, local boards and municipalities in Bengal, till the relevant Acts 
have been so amended? 

(d) If not. why not? 

MINISTER IN CHARGE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI): 

u/) The system of appointing members to union boards has been discon- 
tinued by Government order contained in notification No 2140L.S.-G., dated 
the 11th September, 194b. The question of abolition of the system of appoint- 
ing members to other local self-government bodies under the adniinistrati vo 
control of this department is under consideration of Government. 

(b) to (d) Do not arise at this stage. 

Establishment of a Muslim University in Bengal. 

86. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; hi) Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
I large of the Education Department he pleased to state whether it is a fact 

that a number of Muslim communalists is urging upon the Ministry to ear- 
mark at least one-third of the lump grant received from the Central Govern- 
ment for establishment of a Muslim University in Bengal and lo acquire 
ior the proposed University 2,000 hu/fuis of suitable lands near Calcutta? 

(ft) If so, what is the Government's intention with respect to the proponed 
Muslim University in Bengal? Who will bear the costs thereof? 

(c) Are the Government aware of the fact that the existing educational 
institutions are in great financial difficulties and are in need of adequate 
Government grant? 

(d) What about making primary education both free and compulsory in 
Bengal? 
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(e) Will Government consider the desirability of meeting these needs 
first before deciding on establishment of a communal University in this 
Province ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN* H08AIN: (a) No. 

There have been some Press comments on the establishment of Universities 
in Bengal. There is a genuine demand from the Muslim nation for a Muslim 
University. 2,000 hi glia* of land is going to be acquired near Calcutta for 
the development of islamia College which may be further developed to a 
residential University 

(h) and (e) Do not arise. 

(c) Yes, and Government have under their consideration schemes for 
increased grants to colleges for Science teaching. 

(d) Government are seriously considering the question of introducing free 
and compulsory primary education in Bengal from 1947-48. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8! Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
there is a genuine opposition from non-Muslim population of Bengal for 
the establishment of a communal University t^uch as the one under consi- 
deration ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Government 
have not yet decided the establishment of any university but it has decided 
to develop the Islamia College. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Are the Government aware of the 
genuine opposition of the non-Muslim population to it:' 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: No, Govern- 
ment are not aware of it. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: With reference to answer under <//) as ‘‘Do not 
arise,” regarding the financial position in relation to answer under (</>. 
namely 2,000 higha* of land is going to be acquired near Calcutta, will the 
llou’ble Minister please state what is the approximate idea of the juice ot 
n higha of land near Calcutta and the cost involved? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Its. 200 per 
higha and the whole tiling would, it is estimated, cost Its. 4 lakhs but it 
nun cost Its. f> lakhs. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Its. 200 per higha in Calcutta! 

The Hon'ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: No, not in 

Calcutta, but very near Calcutta — within 30 miles from Calcutta. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Arising out of (a), will the Hon’ble 
Minister please explain the difference between the meaning of Muslim 
Nation and Bengali Nation as stated by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister in 
his last statement? 

Mr. PRESIDENT. That question does not arise. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Is there any such thing as the Muslim 
Nation in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Certainly. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: As distinguished from? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYE* MUAZZAMUDIN H08AIN: The Hindu 
Nation. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Where? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: In Bengal. 
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LALIT CH AN DRA DA8* In view of the reply of the HoiYble 
Minister that ‘‘There is a genuine demand from the Muslim Nation for a 
Muslim University , etc. will the Hon hie Minister be pleased to state 
whether that nation approached the Government with a contribution for the 
establishment of such a university? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDIN H08AIN: They venti- 
lated the facts in the papers. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS! Did they approach the Government 
with any contribution for the purpose of the establishment of a Muslim 
University ? 

The Hon We Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: They have 
not yet done so. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS! Will the Hon hie Minister demand front 
the Muslim Nation sufficient contribution tor the establishment of a Muslim 
University before the question is considered at all? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Yes, it will 
certainly be considered when the question ot the establishment' of the 
university arises. 

Calcutta Disturbances Commission of Enquiry. 

87. Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDARl fo) W ill the Hon hie Minister in 
charge of the Home Department he pleased to state if his attention has been 
drawn to a notification published in the Calcutta newspapers on the 11th 
instant in the name of Mr. ,1. Saddler. Secretary . Calcutta Disturbance* 
Commission of Enquiry, Waiters' Buildings, Calcutta, which .states amongst 
other things that only the evidence ot those whose statement refer to 
occurrences which took place within then personal know bulge is asked for 
and further that with questions of <'ompens.it ion tin* Commission of Enquiry 
arc not concerned and also that certain particulars are required to be supplied 
to the said Mr. Saddler at the address of the Writers* Huildings by noon 
Thursday, the 2bth September, HMb? 

{!>) Do the Government propose to continue the office of this Enquiry 
Commission in the Secretariat Huildings or m a treei atmosphere in un 
independent house outside tin* Secretariat with an independent staff? 

{O Do the Government consider it advisable to collect the names of the 
persons willing to appear be lore the Commission as earls as the 2(>th 
September, l!)4fi, in view of tin* lad that the people are suspicious of the 
manipulation of those very persons m authority whose conduct is the subject 
matter of the present enquin and are further appiehensive of intimidation 
and annoyance if they come out so early ? 

(d) Do the Government propose to waned that part of the notification of 
said Mr. Saddler winch bus dow n piocedule as to w bat evidence to be taken 
and what not in view of the publication of the terms of reference of the 
Commission of Enquiry subsequently ? 

(r> Do Government reconsider their decision not to include the question 
of compensation in the terms of reference of the Enquiry of Commission fo 
avoid future complications? 

( / 1 If not, why not ? 

The Hon’ble Mr, MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of Minister-in-charge of 
the Home Department): (a) Yes. 

1 h ) The office which was temporarily located in Writers’ Building* for 
want of suitable accommodation was shifted to Belvedere as soon as portable. 
The staff which includes men and oncers of this Government as well a* of 
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the Federal Court of India and the High Courts of Calcutta, Patna and 
Madras and Chief Courts of Sind and Oudh are under the direct control of 
the Commission. 

(?) and ( d ) These were matters for the Commission and Government had 
nothing to do with them. 

(e) No. * 

(/) Government have no liability to pay compensation for losses resulting 
from civil disturbances but have decided to make ex gratia payment in 
accordance with the scheme of rehabilitation that is being pursued 
separately. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Will the Government be pleased to 
state if they are liable to protect the life and property and honour of the 
people of the province? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, that is one of the functions of 
Government to enforce law and order in the areas committed to their charge 
and to protect the life and properties of the citizens inhabiting those areas. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDER: If the responsibility of the Govern- 
ment is to protect the life and property of citizens, Gut if, by their negli- 
gence or by their default or by their incompetence, the life and property ot 
citizens are not saved from the hands of the goondus 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That is a hypothetical question. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: In such cases are the Government not 
liable to pay compensation to the sufferers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: If cml commotion and distur- 
bances of the magnitude that was witnessed in August 1 ?)4(> arises, Govern- 
ment are not liable for the damages indicted b\ members of certain com- 
munities on members of other communities. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Is this not the lesult ol the Direct 
Action Day declared by the Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr, MOHAMMED ALI: That is a matter of opinion. 
Total strength of the members of the Bengal Judicial service. 

88. Khan 8ahib MOBARAK ALI KHAN: A\ ill the Double Ministei 

in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(/) the total strength of the members of the Bengal Judicial Service; 
ami 

{it) the total strength of the Muslim members of the said service? 

{h\ is there any rule fixing the proportion of Muslim members in the 
said service? 

(c) If so, has that rule been acted upon ? 

(*/) li not, have the Government under contemplation any scheme for 
securing proportionate strength of Muslims in the said service? 

Rai Bahadur DHIRENDRA pAL BARUA, Parliamentary 8ecretary (on 
behalf of Minister-in-charge of the Judicial Department): (a) (n The 

present Actual strength of the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) is 287 com- 
prising 39 Subordinate Judges, 229 Munsifs and 19 probationary Munsifs. 

(it ) Ninety -five ^7 Subordinate Judges, SU Munsifs and 8 probationary 
Munsifs). 
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(6) The Bengal Services Recruitment (Communal Ratio) Rules, 1940, 
have been made applicable to the service by notification No. 2034J., dated the 
9th June, 1941. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Khan Sahib MOBARAK ALI KHAN: Supplementary cpiestion. With 
regard to reply (a) (u) does this satisfy the communal ratio rules ? 

Rai Bahadur DHIRENDRA LAL BARUA: The Communal Ratio 
Rules are observed ever since such rules were made applicable to the 
service, i.e., by notification No. 2034 J., dated the 9th June, 1941. 


Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, T have got an adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, there are two adjournment motions in your 
name; which one do you propose to move? 

Mr LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Of course, the first one. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let me see 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I beg to move this Council 

Mr. PRESIDENT : You need not read the motion now. Just a minute. 

This is the notice ol an adjournment motion that I have lemvcd: I 
have not vet given m\ consent In the motion hut 1 piopo.se to decide the 
point after heating the \ ievv s of Government . The notice is this; — 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: To move that this Council do adjourn its 
business to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, and of 
lecent occurrence, munch the set ions situation arising out ot the barbarities 
committed 1>> the Punjabi Armed Police of the Government <d Bengal 
who on the night ot 14th April last loieibh entering into the premises 
No. lull, H.mison Hoad, in Central Calcutta caused b\ the hut 1 end of their 
nfte* and other means injuries to the persons ot several unoffending men, 
women and children of that premises and, what is most .shocking and revolt- 
ing. raped on lady inmate ot the same. 

May 1 hear Government's views on this matter? J)o the.v object to 
this motion? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: 1 do not object, Sir, but 1 would 
just like to make one submission. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, as be has no objection, be cannot 
have submission to make either, before it is admitted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: J will make my comments later, 
after it is admitted. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: But it is for the (’hair to decide whether the motion 
will at all be admitted on hearing }>oth sides. 

The Hon’ble Mr, MOHAMMED ALI: But I can make comments after- 
wards, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But I have not yet decided whether the motion 
should be admitted or not. I have not yet given mv consent. I will 
therefore hear what Government have got to say regarding admissibility of 
the motion. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: But, Sir, the Government have already 
aaid that they have no objection. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Yes, Sir, that is what Mr. Mohammed 
Ali said. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please listen to me. It does not always depend 
upon the Government. Even if the ^Government does not object, the Chair 
may refuse consent. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: You have got that opportunity now; so 
why need the Chair wait for the Government's views? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Yes, but I must know certain facts from Govern- 
ment. So, don’t get impatient, please. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, what I was going to submit 
is that this matter is now being investigated into, and no report has yet 
been received by Government; therefore no fruitful purpose will be served 
if this adjournment motion is discussed at this stage. If you think, Sir, that 
this motion can be admitted, when I would request that a day he fixed 
subsequent to the 22nd, or any date afterwards because Government think 
that before that time it will not be possible for us to know the full details. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: 1 think this matter is of great public importance 
and I give my consent to it, but in view of what is said by the Hon. 
Minister I would fix 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: As regards the date, I would suggest 
to-morrow, because it is on that day that this matter will be discussed in 
the other House; for, otherwise it will become stale. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: We do not want the date to go beyond 
the date in the Assembly. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I would suggest the day after 
to-morrow. For Government even after receiving the report will have to 
go through it— — 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Well, if th is matter can be taken up in the other 
House to-morrow and delxited there, 1 see no season why the same thing 
cannot be done here, too. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I hope you will kindly realise 
that the Assembly will wit at 4-10. and by the time, after receiving the 
report. Government will be in a position to know the lull facts by f> o’clock 
and you will also agree, 1 hope, that after the report is received by Govern- 
ment subsequent or (consequent ini enquiries may have to be made by Govern- 
ment, so that they may not have the full information desirable at 2 o'clock. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please try to expedite the matter. I fix to-morrow 
as the date, because I think that if Government are in a position to agree 
to the discussion of the matter in the other House to-morrow, they can as 
well do so in this House too. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAILUR RAHMAN: One word. Sir. I hope that 
you will agree that even if Government receive the report early to-morrow, 
they may require additional information and it may not be forthcoming 
when this House meets. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : I am afraid 1 do not agree. Because in that case 
Government should not have agreed to take up this matter in the other 
House to-morrow. I fix to-morrow at J-4o p.m. for the discussion of this 
adjournment motion. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR. 

Message from the Governor. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, with your permission I would like to mention 
one thing most important 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Nur Ahmed, will you kindly wait for a few 
minutes as I have got to read a message. After the message is read you 
may mention what you have got to say. 

Order, order. I have received the following message from His Excel- 
lency the Governor under section 75 of the Government of India 
Act, 1935: — 

The Bengal Embankment (Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

Message from His E.rceUenrg the Governor under serf ion 7d of the 
Government of India Art, 19,V), dated the St ft April, 1947. 

The Bengal Embankment (Amendement) Bill, 194b, has been passed by 
Initii Chambers of the Bengal Legislaf ure and has been presented to the 
Governor in accordance with section 75 of the Government of India Act, 
1935. Having given my most careful attention to the Bill, I am of opinion 
that it is my duty to return it to tlic Legislature in accordance with the 
proviso to the said section and to request the Chambers to consider it in 
regard to the following points. 

2. After the Proclamation under .section 93 of the Government of India 
Act, 193o, was issued on the 31st March, 1945, the Bengal Embankment 
(Amendment) Act, 1945 (Bengal Act VI of 1945), containing provisions 
identical with those contained in the Bengal Embankment (Amendment) 
Bill, 194b, was enacted by me by virtue of the legislative powers assumed to- 
myself by the said proclamation and the said Act is now in force and will, 
under sub-section (4) of section 93 of the Government of India Act, 1935, 
continue to have effect until two years have elapsed from the date on which 
the said Proclamation ceased to have effect, i.e., from the 24th April, 194b, 
unless sooner rejmaled or re-enacted 1>\ an A< t of the appropriate Legislature, 

3. I am advised that the enactment of this Bill would not he deemed to- 

l>e re-enactment of the Bengal Embankment (Amendment) Act, 1945, 
within the meaning of sub-section (4) of section 93 of the Government of 
India Act, 1935, and that, si- the said Act has not been expiessly repealed in 
the Bill, the said Act would continue to operate even after the enactment of 
the Bill. The enactment of the Bill in its present form would thus cause' 
two separate pieces <d legislation containing identical provisions to co-exist, 
and this would result in both legal and administrative confusion It 
necessary theieiore. to include m the Bengal Emkinkmeut (Amendment) 
Bill, 194ti, a provision for expiessly repealing the Bengal Embankment 
(Amendment) Act, 1945. # 

4. I consider that opportunity should also be taken to change the year 
in the short title of the Bill from “194b" to '‘1947" which has been 
necessitated owing to etHux of time. 

5. Alter due consideration therefore, I have decided to recommend to 
the Bengal Legislative Chambers that the Bill be amended in the mannor 
stated in the following recommendation to include therein provisions for 
repealing expressly the Bengal Embankment (Amendment) Act, 1945, and 
for changing the year in the short title of the Bill and I appoint the Hon'bla 
Mr. Tarak Xatli Mukherjea, r.i.E., m.ii.k.. Minister-in-charge of the Irri- 
gation and Waterways Department, to be the member in charge of the Bill. 

6. In pursuance of the provisions of the proviso to section 75 of the 
Government of India Act, 1935, I, Frederick John Burrows, Governor of 
Bengal, do recommend to the Bengal Legislative Chambers that they do 
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-amend the Bengal Embankment (Amendment) Bill, 1946, by the adoption, 
•without further amendment, of the following amendments, that is to say, — 

(!) In clause 1 of the Bill, for the figures “1946” the figures “1947” 
shall be substituted, 

( 2 ) After clause 2 of the Bill the following clause shall be added, 
namely, — ' ^ 

(o) “Repeal of Bengal Act VI Of IMS.” The Bengal Embankment 
(Amendment) Act, 1945, is hereby repealed,” 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: On a point of information, Sir. Has 
not Mr. Tanak Nath Mukherji renounced his title, he being a Leaguer ? 
May I know whether he 1ms renounced his title? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not know if he has renounced his title. At 
lewis t 1 have no information on the point. 

Assent to the Bengal Ordinances (Temporary Enactment) Bill, 1947. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: 1 have now to inform the honourable members that 
the Bengal Ordinances Temporary Enactment Bill, 1947, which was passed 
by IjoIIi (’ham hers of the Bengal Legislature has been assented to by His 
Excellency the Governor-General under the provisions of >ection 76(1) of 
the Government of India Act, 1945. 


8pecial Motion 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir. I gave notice of a motion under rule 96 
regarding a \er\ important and urgent matter that l*, with regard to the 
joint peace appeal issued b\ the two greatest Indian leaders, Mr. .Imuah 
anil Mr. Gandhi and 1 request you to allow me to mow it. 1 find from the 
proceedings of the Council ol State and al*m ot the T. 1\ legislature that 
the normal business was suspended lor a tune and such a motion was 
considered and 1 hope \ou will k i mil \ permit me to allow to do that. [ 
would also appeal to tin* llou'lde Minister to suspend for a time tin* normal 
business ami allow me to move this vcr\ important motion. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: 1 am prepared to gi\e m\ consent to it hut it has 
got to he referred to the llon’hle M inister-in-charge of the Chief Minister’s 
Department. Now, supjMKe the Chief Munster agrees what date do you 
suggest for the discussion? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: It should he taken up on a non- 
official dn>. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Cannot it he taken up to-day, as it is 
a very important matter? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Chief Minister is not here. 'Without his consent 
this motion cannot he admitted ami so it cannot he taken up to-day. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: We may take it up on a non- 
official day. 

Mr, KAMIN! KUMAR DUTTA: As this is a wry imjmrtant, this 
should he taken up on an official day. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: When a thing i.s sponsored by a 
non-official member it hs a non-offfcial business and when it is sponsored bv 
on official member then the business is official. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It cannot he considered as an official business 
but it might he taken on a day of Government business provided 
Government agree to it. The order paper is settled by Government. 
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Mr. KAMI N I KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, the opinion of my party is that 
as it is a very important matter not only of this province but also of the 
whole of India, it has got to be discussed not on a non-official day. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As regards the fixing of date for its discussion, let 
us wait till tomorrow for the Chief Minister’s consent. 

The Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, meanwhile, may 1 mention one 
other thing. The Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Hill with the report 
of the Select Committee was presented to the House on the 1st of April w r hen 
the House adjourned. Copies of the Bill with the Report of the Select Com- 
mittee were not made available to the members till a lute stage. After that 
the House being adjourned the members were scattered all over the province 
they having returned to their constituencies to preach peace and goodwill 
among the warring communities. So speaking for my Party we could not 
meet together to consider the Bill as it emerged from the Select Committee 
and the amendments that were to be put in before to-day. The Bill is of 
such vital importance that it requires more time for amendments to he put 
in to the clauses of the Bill Feeling this necessity from nn own place of 
residence in Fast Bengal 1 sent a wire requesting that the time for sub- 
mitting amendment* may he extended and the President was pleased to send 
a repl\ to that that this matter might he placed before the House when it 
met on the i <*., todu\ This Bill, as 1 said, is of \ital importance and 

we have to take the greatest possible can* to >uggese< Useful amendments 
winch means that more time will he required. So I as| v tor more time to 
put. in amendments. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: l do not. think. Sir, that it is a 
reasonable request to a^k tor more tune to put m amendments because the 
time limit to put m amendments was h\ed h\ you, Sir. before the House 
adjourned with the consent ot all paities including the Opposition. And now 
In ask till mole time to! the same purpose does not seem to III e to he leasou- 
ahle in \ lew ot the tail th.it tlie\ have abends tabled as main as did amend- 
ments and the long interval si nee the House was adpnuned should have 
given them sufficient time to diaft and serutinise their amendments. I 

nuclei stand tui tiier that the* Department could not cope* wilh the huge 

number of amendments already tabled and could not ge t them printed. And 
now if more time is allowed that will give scope to put in another 500 
amendments and to ha\e them jointed bv the depaitmcnt will take still 
longer time. So I do not think that the request to? more time to put in 
amendments is reasonable and desire tlial the Hill should l»c taken up for 
consideration to-day. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The position is^this. There aie already 000 amend- 
ments and with the few tvpists in the department it was not possible 1 
to cope with so main ot the amendments in time and 1 am 
informed by the Secretary that at least a week’s time will he 

necessary to analyse the amendments, tabulate them properly 

and to get them printed. So the Bill c an not be taken up clause by clause 
before next Tuesday in any case. In the meantime you can certain 1\ discuss 
amongst yourselves the amendments which vou have already tabled and in 
view of the fact that as many as 000 amendments have been tabled mostly, 

1 lwlieve, from the Opposition. I do not feel* that there is much justification 
for further time to put in amendments. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Our difficulty was this. Copies of Ihe 
Bill with the report of the Select Committee were not supplied to us well 
ahead of the time fixed for putting in amendments to the clauses of the Bill. 
We got the report of the Select Committee on the 9th ; some even got it on 
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the 10th. 16th was the last date fixed for putting in amendments. 15th 
was the Bengalee New Year Day. Within the short time at our disposal we 
no doubt put in amendments but they have been put in haphazardly. We 
want further time, longer time, mo that we can have a discussion among 
ourselves and submit better amendments and useful amendments in place of 
the haphazard ones submitted already. That is the reason why we want 
an extension of time. $ 

Ml*. PRE8IDENT: I think there should be an agreement between the 
Government and the Opjwsition on this matter and I would suggest that the 
Hun 'hie Minister and the Jlon’hle the Leader of the Opposition should 
discuss this matter between themselves and come to me with their concrete 
proposals. 1 do not want either to stand in the way of the Government 
or to exend the ime asked for by the Opposition without an agreement oil 
my own initiative in view of the fact that there are already some 600 
amendments. 

Th* Hon’ble Mr. FAILUR RAHMAN: The difficulty, if you extend 
the time, will be that another 500 amendments will crop up and the 
consideration of this Bill will be postponed by another fortnight. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Well, that is a matter which you (’an discuss with 
the Leader of the Opposition. 

The Hon'ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I am prepared to discuss the 
matter with him, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In any case this Bill cannot be taken up for con- 
sideration 1o-(la\ or before Tuesday next. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DUTTA; Sir, would it be impossible for 
Government to accede to ihe request to extend the date by only two days 
in view of the fact that the matter cannot be taken up early '1 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Dutta. I have already suggested that it is tor * 
your leader to discuss the matter with the Hon’ble Minister in charge and 
to come to an agreement with him, it he can. As regards the motion that 
the Bill be taken up for consideration I bclie\e that there arc some 
amendments. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8 : That also will come up on Tuesday, 
Sir. 

GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Bengal Undesirable Advertisements (Control) Bill, 1947. 

The Hon'ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI" I beg to move that the Bengal 
Fudesirahle Advertisements (Control) Bill, 1947, be taken into consideration. 

Sir. member* of the House me aware that undesirable, objectionable 
and sometimes obscene ad\erti*oim*nts frequently appear which relate to 
alleged cures ot sexual disorder*, vcneral disorders and diseases peculiar to 
women, that do considerable harm to the public. They are not merely 
advertisements for bogus medicines which are prescribed by quacks but they 
lure uwav persons suffering from those diseases from taking medicines from 
qualified practitioners. Therefore they cause a good deal of harm to the 
patients because delay cause* then** to suffer more and makes recovery more 
difficult. Therefore, it is necessary for Government to prohibit these sorts 
of advertisements of medicines which are made by quacks and which lure 
away patients from proper treatment. Members of this House are also 
aware of many kinds of obscene advertisements in hoardings, in bills, in 
pamphlets and newspapers, and it is necessary to control them. But it is 
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not the intention of Government to prohibit advertisements by qualified 
medical practitioners of good potent medicines and therefore there ia a 
provision in the Bill that permission can be obtained from an officer to be 
appointed by Government and those advertisements can appear. There ia 
also a provision in the Bill that literature describing the prescribed medicines, 
and other kinds of brochures issued by medical practitioners or by 
manufacturing concerns issued privately to medical practitioners, should lie 
allowed. So these provisions in this Bill are very salutary and very essential. 
There was an Ordinance in force which presented this kind of advertisement 
but that Ordinance has now expired. It is therefore necessary that we 
should put these provisions in the statute book. With these words- I 
commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT* Order, order. Motion moved that the Bengal 
Fndesirable Advertisements (Control) Bill, 1947, be taken into consideration. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Clause 1. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Claused stand part of the Blil. The question before 
the House is that clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause ,'J, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause -‘1 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: I 1 >eg to move that in sub-clause <Ji of clause 3 of 
the bill, the words and comma “Ireat. or” m line 2 be omitted 

Sir, what I want to do is selt-e\ blent. You cannot treat diseases by 
advertisement. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause </) of th use 9 
of the Bill, the words and comma “treat, or” in liue 2 be omitted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 accept the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in sub-clause 
(/) of clause 3 of the Bill, the words and comma “treat, or” in line 2 be 
omitted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I beg to move that in sub-clause (2) of clause 3 
of the Bill. 

(a i after the word “distribution' ' the words “or exhibition” he inserted, 
and 

(b) after the words “to he circulated” the words “or exhibit or cause to 
be exhibited” be inserted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (2) of clause 8 
of tbe Bill — 

(a) after the word “distribution” the words “or exhibition” be inserted, 

and 

(b) after the words “to be circulated” the words “or exhibit or cause to 

be exhibited” be insert ei 
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The question before the House is that in sub-clause (£) of clause 3 of the 
Bill — 

(a) after the word “distribution” the words “or exhibition” be inserted: 
and 

(h) after the words “to be circulated” the words “or exhibit or cause to 
be exhibited” be inserted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. C. MORGAN : I beg to move that at the end of clause 3 of the Bill, 
the following new sub-clause be added, namely: — 

“(3; Any magistrate may by warrant authorise any police officer not below 
the rank of Sub-Inspector to enter upon and search any premises where- 
on or wherein any advertisement or any label or set of instructions 
referred to in sub-section (£) is or is reasonably suspected to be and 
may seize and detain any copies thereof”. 

I think, Sir, that this addition is necessary if the Bill is to work properly. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that at the end of clause 3 of the 
Bill, the following new sub-clause be added, namely: — 

“(3) Any magistrate may by warrant authorise any police officer not below 
th e rank of Sub-Inspector to enter upon and search any premises where- 
on or wherein any advertisement or any label or set of instructions 
referred to in sub-section (<?) is or is reasonably suspected to be and 
may seize and detain any copies thereof”. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 oppose this amendment. The 
Magistrate has power under section W> of the (MW. to issue such warrant, 
therefore the police officer can always get a search warrant fiom the Magistrate 
if he shows reasonable ground for the issue of warrant. There is therefore 
no need for this amendment. And 1 hope Mr. Morgan will withdraw his 
amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that at the end of 
clause 3 of the Bill, the following new sub-clause Ik? added, namely — 

“(3) Any magistrate may by warrant authorise any police officer not Wlo* 
the rank of Sub- In spec tor to enter upon and search any premises where- 
on or wherein un\ advertisement or any lal>el or set of instructions 
referred to in sub-section (x v ) is or is reasonably suspected to be and 
may seize and detain an\ copies thereof”. 

The motion was put and lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 3 as 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 4 . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 4 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. C. MORGAN. I beg to move that in sub-clause (]) of clause 4 of the 
Bill, after the word “thing” in line 11, the words “and all copies thereof” be 
inserted. 

It is necessary to define the tiling in an Act. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (I) of clause 4 
of the Bill ufter the word “thing” in line 11, the words “and all copies 
thereof” be inserted. 

Thi HOfl'blt Mr, MOHAMMED ALI. I accept ttye amendment. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in sub-clause 

S of clause 4 of the Bill, after the word “thing” in line 11, the words “and 
copies thereof” be inserted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: ] beg to move: that at the end of clause 4 of the 
Bill, the following sub-clause be added, namely : — 

“($) Where in pursuance of sub-section (7) any newspaper, periodical, 
pamphlet, hand-bill, or other document or article or thing has been 
declared to be forfeited to His Majesty, any police officer may seize 
any copy thereof, wherever found, and any magistrate may by warrant 
authorise any police officer not below the rank of Sub-lnsjieetor to enter 
upon and search any premises whereon or wherein such newspaper, 
periodical, pamphlet hand-bill, or other document or article or thing or 
any copy thereof is or is reasonably suspected to be.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that at the end of clause 4 of the 
Bill, the following sub-clause be added, namely: — 

“(^) Where in pursuance of sub-section (7) any newspaper, periodical,, 
pamphlet, hand-hill, or other document or article or thing lias been 
declared to be forfeited to His Majesty, any police officer may seize 
ain copy thereof, wherever found, and any magistrate may by warrant 
authorise any police officer not below the rank ot Sub-Inspector to enter 
upon and search ain premises whereon or wherein such newspaper, 
periodical, pamphlet, hand-bill, or other document or article or thing 
or any copy thereof is or is reasonably suspected to be 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: 1 welcome this amendment \vhi< li 
fellows the form of the Defence of India rule 40, sub-rule (:>). It will 
increase the efficiency and control Therefore I accept this amendment with 
pleasure. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the limine is that at the end of 
< Inuse 4 of ihe Bill, the following sub-clause be added, namely: — 

“(o) Where in pursuant e of sub-section </) any neuspajier, |>eriodical, 
pamphlet, hand-lull, or other document or article or thing lias been 
declared to be forfeited to His Majesty, any police .officer may seize 
ain cop\ thereof, wherever found, and any magistrate may by warrant 
authorise any police officer not below the rank of Sub-Inspector to enter 
upon and search any premises whereon or wherein such newspaper, 
periodical, pamphlet hand-bill, or other document or article or thing or 
any copy thereif is or is reasonably suspected to be.” 

Tin* motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 4 as 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and greed to. 

Clause J. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Clause 5 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 5 stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause G . 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Clause G stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. *C. MORGAN: I beg to move that in paragraph (b) cf clause G of 
the Bill for the word “advertisement” in line 1, the words “notice, circular 
or announcement” be substituted. 
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Mr. PRESIDENTS Amendment moved that in paragraph ( b ) of clause 
6 of the Bill for the word “advertisement” in line 1, the woras “notice, 
circular or announcement” be substituted. 

The Hoil'ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I oppose this amendment. This 
amendment would raise difficulties and is unnecessary. Advertisement as 
defined in clause 2(1) includes notice, circular or announcement. Many of the 
pamphlets, etc., which are sent to doctors are advertisements for drugs and 
instruments whether they are also notices, circulars or announcements or not. 
If clause 0 (b) is restricted to notices, circulars and announcements it would 
mean that a doctor receiving* those documents in the form of advertisements 
would not be protected by clause ()(b). The fact really is that such notices, 
etc., sent to a doctor are advertisements and there appears to be no reason why 
a doctor should be prohibited from receiving them as such. For these reus jus 
1 oppose this amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, Order. The question before the House is that 
in paragraph (b) of clause ti of the Bill for the word “advertisement” in line 
1 the word “notice, circular or announcement" be “ substituted .” 

The question was put and lost. 

Mr. G. MORGAN: Sir, I beg to move that after paragraph 
(r) of clause 0 of the Bill, the following new paragraph be inserted, 
namely : — 

“(</) any advertisement, label or set of instructions which is permitted 
under the Drugs Act, 1940 or any rules made thereunder." 

This is to avoid any special powers in the Bengal Act as against that of the 
powers that would he taken under the Drugs Act, 1940, or the Hides made 
thereunder. Government owes an explanation, I believe. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Amendment moved that after paragraph (c) of clause 
fi of the Bill, the following new paragraph be inserted, namely: — 

“(</) any advertisement, label or >et of instructions which is permitted 
under the Drugs Act, 1940 or any rules made thereunder.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: l am afraid I have to oppose this 
amendment aUo. The Drugs Act docs not prohibit advertisement of drugs 
purporing or claiming to cure or mitigate any disease as ma\ be prescribed 
vide 1 H(a)(ir) though it prohibits manufacture, *ale, stocking or exhibition 
for sale of any such drug. Advertisements are therefore permissible under 
the Drugs Act for remedies for diseases contemplated in the Bill even though 
thev may he specified by rule under the Drugs Act. But it is the object of the 
Bill to prohibit such advertisements. The amendment proposed is therefore 
likely to defeat the purpose of the Bill. The present Bill does not conflict 
with the provisions in the Drugs ' Act. For these reasons I oppose the 
amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, Order. The question before the House is that 
after p&pagraph (r) of clause fi of the Bill, the following new paragraph be 
inserted, namely: — 

“(</) any advertisement, label or set .of instructions which is permitted 
under the Drugs Act, 1940, or any rules made thereunder.” 

The question was put aud losC 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The < question before the House is that clause 6 as 
amended stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 
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The Bengal Public Demands Recovery (Amendment) Bill, 1947 . 
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lta> agreed In written i i*st r innrn t dul\ registered may fa- recovered an a public 
demand Rut mi time-* of enoTimfi. v muniring isMm of loan* on a lurge scale 
the procedure of register'ng bond- t- not teanrhle a- if mean* rnnniderable 
delay in the distiiluiTinn of tbe loa© Accordingly to facilitate the ismie and 
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realisation of loans advanced by Government it is necessary to amend Schedule 
J of tlie Public Demands Recovery Act, so as to include all loans given hv 
Government in respect of which the person liable to pay the same has agreed 
hv a written document whether registered or unregistered that the loan shall 
be recovered as a public demand. 

With these words I move my motion. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Public Demands 
Recover} (Amendment) Bill, 1947, be taken into consideration. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

C1mi.se 1. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Clmt.se 2 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put. and agreed to. 

Clause 3 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause d stand pait of the Bill. 

The question holme the House is that clause d stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

(3ttu.se 7. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Pause 4 stand par! of the Bill. 

The question lieforc the House is that clause 4 stand part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Tub and Vreu mhb. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Title and Preamble stand pait oj the Bill. 

The question before the House is that the Title anil the Preamble stand 
part of the Bill 

The question was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: 1 beg to move that the Bengal 
Public Demands RecoM-n (Amendment) Bill, 1947, as settled in the Council, 
he passed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mot ion mn\ed that the Bengal Public Demands 
Recovery (Amendment) Bill. 1947. as settled in the Council be passed. 

The question before the House is that the Bengal Public Demands Recovery 
(Amendment) Bill 1947 as settled in the Council be passed. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Kir 1 beg to move that the Bengal 
Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1/T47 , as reported by the Select Committee, 
!>e taken into consideration. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Acquisition of Waste 
Land Bill, 1947, as reported by the Select Committee, be taken into 
consideration . 
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CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I rise io oppose the consideration of 
the Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 194< . I oppose it on two 
grounds— -on the ground of fact as well as on the ground of law. i would first 
tr\ to point out to you how this measure offends against the Government ot 
India Act, 1935. 1 desire to draw your attention to Section ‘299 of the Govern- 

ment of India Act in this connection. 

Mr. PR E8 1 DENT: What is your point? 

Wr« LALIT CHANDRA DAS: M \ point is that this law cannot ho 
enacted and it would be illegal to proceed with llic consideration of this Bill. 
This Bill offends against section 299 of the Government of India Act 1995. 
Sub-section (g) of section 299 la>s down “Neither the Federal nor a Provincial 
Legislature shall ha\e power to make any law authorising the compulsory 
acquisition for public purposes ot any land, or an\ commercial oi industrial 
undertaking, or any interest in, or in any company owing, any oommereial or 
industrial undertaking, unless the law provides toi the payment of compen- 
sation for the property acquired and either fixe* the amount ot compensation 
tor the property acquired and either fixes the amount of the compensation or 
specifies the principles on which, and the manner in which, it is to he 
determined”, and then, Sir, sub-section (J) says “No Bill or amendment 
making provision for the transference to public ownership of any land or 
tor the extinguishment or modification of rights therein, including rights or 
privileges in respect ot land revenue, shall be introduced or moved in either 
Chamber ot the Federal Legislature without the previous sanction of the 
Governor General in lus discretion, or m a Chamber of a Provincial Legis- 
lature without the pre\ ious sanction of the Governor in his discretion. Now, 
Sir, it would be said that it has received the previous sanction ot the Governor 
in his discretion. But 1 say that this provision offends against sub-section 
(2) of section 299 It would appear from clause 15 of the Hill as it emerged 
tiom the Select Committee that toi acuuisit ion of a certain kind of land the 
price would he Its 10 per acre, that is Its 5-5-5 pci hitjim, which on the fare 
of it is a ridiculous figure It appears, Sir, that Government want to acquire 
lakhs and lakhs ot acres oi land in Bengal in tln*s wa\ at Its 5-5-5 per hujha 
which is mend} toi a song so to say. How the Government looked upon 
ihe question of acquisition of land foi public purposes has been laid down 
under the Land Acquisition Act ot 1X94. There the Government have not 
left a 1 1 v thing in doubt It is clearly laid dow n in section 25 of that Act 
what is meant h\ the word “compensation”. I mas read section 25 which 
runs as follows : — 

23(7) In determining the amount ot compensation to Is* awarded for land 
acquired under this Act, the* Court "hall take* info consideration 

First, the market-value of the land at tin* date of the publication.” 1 
desire to draw your pointed attention to this that so far as this Act is con- 
cerned, in the Preamble it is slated ,“\mikiims it is expedient to amend 
the law for the acquisition of land needed for public purposes and for 
(ami panics and for determining the amount of compensation to he made on 
account ot such acquisition ; It is hereby enacted as follows:” It has Wen 
clearly laid down here definitely that the market value of the land should 
he paid. In opening his speech the Ilon'hle Minister said that he wanted 
to amend this section. I say he i*» bringing this Bill in violation of this 
section and he is putting down the price which he wants to give at only Rs. 19 
per acre, that is, Rs. 5/5/3 per high a. I sav, Sir, the real intent and purpose 
of section 299 is not to give arbitrary power to the Hon’ble Minister to play 
havoc with the other people’s property by sheer brute majority of votes behind 
his hack. The Hon’ble Minister wants to take away lakhs and lakhs acres 
of land for a mere song, sav. Its. 10 per acre. The real intent and purpose 
of section 299 is to protect the owners of lands, so thaf the owners can get 
the value of their lands. I say it js a case of expropriation if this Bill is 
really allowed to go on. This is my first point. 
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There is another point an <1 it is this that it is not a repealing Act or an 
extending Act hut il is altogether a new Act. There is already a law existing 
tor the purpose of acquiring land for public put pose. That Act covers every- 
thing — whether a land is income yielding or waste land. That Act fixes as 
to how the conijxMisation should be paid. 

So long as it is not a repealing Act/ so long as it, is not an amending Act 
amending the provisions ol the Land Acquisition Act the present law cannot 
lie considered and this Bill must not Ik* allowed to go on. These are the two 
points, Sir, which arc placed before you for consideration. This Bill is illegal 
ami should not 1 m* allowed to he proceeded with. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: H uve you raised any Point nt Ordei !' 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Yes, Sii, you should not allow this Bill 
to he proceeded with both on gnmmls ot law and mi the ground of fact. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT : Mr. Das, so tar Us I < mild understand youi point you 
object to the interpretation which the Jlon’ble Minister U living to put on 
the expression “eoippensation' ’ which is inconsistent, in your opinion, with 
the provisions ot the Land Acquisition Act. U that the point!' 

Mr. L’ALIT CHANDRA DAS: My point-, me lu<». The tir>t is ibis that 
there is a law already in cxisieiier and that is the Land Acquisition Act oi 
1894. It provides loi acquisition ol land oi all kinds, waste lands and other 
lands as well !m public purposes and in that law the principles have been 
laid down as to how a land is to he acquired That law remaining in ioree, 
Ulld this law, not being an amending oi a lepealing A< I oi e\en an extending 
Act, cannot he proceeded with That is point No 1 Point No. II is this 
that it offends against section 299(2) ol the (ioxeinnn-nl ol India Act, therein 
it is stated, "Neithci the Federal noi a Pio\ inrial Leg islat me shall ha\e 
power to make an \ law aul hoi ising the compiilsoiv acquisition tor' 
public purposes ot any land, m any eonmieieial m mdustiml undertaking, 
or any interest in, or in any company owning, an\ comiueiei.il oi mdustii.il 
undertaking, unless the law pmvidcs tm the pnnnent ot compensation lor the 
property acquired and either fixes the amount id the < mnpens.ii ion, oi specifies 
the principles on which, and the tnnmiei in which, il is to he determined 
It may he stilted on tin* side ol the Minislei that lie lias already fixed the 
amouut and also fixed the piineiples how the compensation is to he calculated 
under the new Act, I mean this Bill I sa\, Si), that all that was intended lo 
he laid down by section 299 is to gi\e dm* protection to the owners of land. So 
eompensjit ion is to he interpreted not aihitianly, not toi the purpose of giving 
powers to a Ministei to fix any amount he pleases for the purpose of acquiring 
lands because lie has got a brute majority behind his hack. Section 299 is to 
protect the owners from expropriation It tin* present Bill is allowed to he 
proceeded with and passed, an acre of land can he aeqtmed toi I { s 111 ,|s i«>. 
commended by the Select Committee, that i- to say , the price of a hu/ha ol 
land would he Hs d-o-‘l. This is nothing* hut a shoe? ease nt expropriation 
of uti owner. The real intention ot siction 299 ot tin* Government of India 
Act is to give protection to the owner of lands so that a Minister or 
any Government cannot for a mere song take away lands from others. But 
look, lteie is the ease where the Government is trying to acquire lakhs and 
lakhs of acres of land for u mere song. 1 therefore say. Sir, that Section 299 
stands in the wav of this Bill being considered. These are the two grounds. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY : May I know from my learned 
friend his authority for saying that this Legislature lias got no power to pass 
a law which may directly or indirectly have the effect of amending any exist- 
ing law. What is the authority!' • Merely saying that this should not be done 
wul not do. May I know* from him what is the authority by which the power 
of this House is taken away in regard to this Bill. Simply because it may 
indirectly have the effect of amending some provisions of the existing law 
namely the [.and Acquisition Act it cannot be said that this House has no 
power' to proceed with this Bill. 
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Sr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: M.\ authority is (lie authority of the 
Governor of Bengal. You liave heard u little while ago the message from His 
Lxcellency the Governor ut Hengul sending bark the Embunkment Art of 194f> 
.11 an liic-li he has asked that both the Legislatures must say that the Embank- 
ment Ad of ]N4-» is repealed. Otherwise the present Kiubankmeiit law is 
illegal. As 1 have said two laws cannot govern the province. There is already 
die Lund Acquisition Act and the Government i.s now routing forward with 
a Hill which conflicts w it h that Act in respect ot compensation to a laud-owner 

• or the lands that will be taken from him and therefore it cannot be passed 
-nto law without that law lieing repealed oi amended or extended. 

Sir, my Inend has asked me lot an amswer as to whether this can or cannot 
i.e done. Sit, the answei has come to-day, and that answer has been furnished 
bv the Goveinoi b\ returning a cerium Act to thn House, saving that you 
must see that the Ai t is repealed, otheiwise wlialevei you do b\ 19 Hi 10 111 l>H II k - 
uielil Act would be illegal Ihclctoic, I say that il vnu aie going to put 
forward a law like this, \ou cannot do that unless you .imend or repeal the 

• Msting Ad, namely, the Land A « qm.sit ion Act, 1 SM4 'That Act expressly 

a\s that can acijiiirc land loi joildic purposes ami also la\s down 

|.i ineiples as to how this should be done 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: The. do, e, it o,„„-s to this that 
m\ liiend ha> no otliei aulhoiih wlialevei except what the Governor has said 
u done Nil, an\ ojiiuiou e\|iiesscd l»\ the GoVcinoi laniiot restrict or allel 
"It coni sc o| action Thcictoic even it what in \ trnmd s,i\s i-> coiled, the 
Go\ ej not n not an a ut Inn it \ to extend oi icsinct out iii tmn. There is one 
uoMsion which .oiitiols the aiithoiilx ot this House and s;i y lS that it wc can 
•mend an Ait diredlv, wc can also do so imliiedly It we have the power 
repeal an A» l, we can amend il m any wu\, b\ passing a parallel Act or in 
. n\ indited wav Ihciclore, so lai a'- that tdi|et turn i* (oncerned, it lias no 
h gs to stand upon . 

No t a i .i s compciisat mu is toiieeined, the wold * |»v * »jm-i * * has been letl to 
’he dlscictiou oj two authoiitles, nanodv, the legislature ilsclt. ot mv learned 
h lend sitting with ii s i o dc< ide b v an e \ en i se n| h n dr-u i et ion w het her feu 
i'"t cent is ade({ii:ite compensation or riot . and the second authority is vested 
m the Governor l>\ means oi h is prev h.ig sam I ion The present compensation 
provided in the Hill seenis to en oh ihe side ot generositv. At least 
"ii" authoriiv has given its decision, namelv. that il is not inadequate, and 
‘t will be further finallv derided bv this Molise 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: I think the point which has been 

laised as to whcthei the Home i- (oinoettUt to pus*, a n v, law as contcm- 
plated in tins Hill is a veiv impoilant one ami one veiy important provision 
laid down undci seetion 299 ol the Government ot Indio Ad, lltdo, says 
•hat the law as to the acquisition oi latul is within the competency of the 
legislature ot the province, toi that is m the list ot -uhpmts which is within 
the competency ot the legislature of a praticulai province. Hut at the same 
tune the Government of India Act. 19-T>, was veiv careful in making a 
provision in sub-clause (4) of set turn 299 which would jus} prevent aliv 
law ot the kind eontcmplaled in this Hill. No doubt the province is quite 
< ompetent to pass any law relating to the acquisition of land, but there is 
M»nie important primary pnmiple obligatory to this provision laid down in 
the Act. The first primiple laid down is that “Neither the Federal nor a 
Frovim ial Legislature shall have power to make any law authorising the 
'■out pul sory acquisition tor puhlu pm poses ot anv land, or any land, or am 
commercial or industiial nuclei taking, or any interest in, or in anv <mmptuiv 
owing, any umimci trial or indust tiol undertaking, unless the law provides 
for the payment of oniupen&atiou for the propel tv acquired .... M The first 
principle laid down is tlAi.s that the Government has no authority to acquire 
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any land without compensation. No doubt that the words “proper compel 
nation ” have not been kid down. But I must say, very rightly, there Wii 
no limitation put to the amount in sub-clause (2) of section 299 and th«j 
the provision kid down is that without compensation no land cannot b 
acquitted. But the first principle laid down there is that there cannc: 
be any acquisition without compensation. It was careful to provide again* 
any law by which this provision of clause (2) may be bypassed. It doe 
not stop at that — just to give compensation. Now it may be said that on 
pice may by paid as compensation under the provision of clause (2). But i 
order that there cannot be any bypassing the sub-rkuse (4) has been addei 
which says “Nothing in this section sliall affect the provisions of an 
law in force on the date of the passing of this Act.” So indeed in oas' 
of acquisition of property the Government oi India Act was very carefu 
1o state that you can acquire the land or property, but regarding compen 
sat ion to lie puid you have not been given any power to evade the pmvisioi 
of the existing law .so in order to judge the legitimacy of the law it ha 
to be seen if it has transgressed all or any provision of any law on tin 
date of the passing of this Act. As to what compensation would be pai< 
what would be the standard of compensation and what would be the natur< 
of compensation, there is the existing law of the Land Acquisition Ac 
which should be followed. By the provision of section 299 of th< 
Government of India Act the Legislature has not been given any power U 
amend or alter or make any provision which would evade the provision o 
the kind Acquisition Act. So far as the matter of jurisdiction the manner 
and <he amount of compensation to he awarded is concerned they are tin 
main factors of the Act. Whether the whole Act itself is ultra nres b 
open to decision. I think it is a very important mattei and when the ques- 
tion of compensation comes in it is veiy difficult to say whether it woulfi 
he within the competence of this House m any other House to make any 
provision, evading or cuitailing t lit* provision of the Land Acquisition Ac 
which very clearly lays down what would he the amount of compensation 
and who would he the competent authority lor adjudication and it is very 
doubtful whether a provision of this sort could he enacted which would in 
in any way detract from the pro\isions made in the Land Acquisition Act. 

It should be clearly kid down what kind of land should be acquired. A.s 
to the compensation, it is a vital matter and indeed it is the underlying 
principle of section 299 of the Government oi India Act that no property 
should lie acquired without compensation and compensation does not mean 
any insignificant sum. To safeguard any such action clause (4) ol 
section 299 has been provided. Under the cloak of observing this provision 
that the compensation may not he fixed low. tins important sub-clause (-/ \ 
was added and the power of the Provincial Legislature and of the Federal 
legislature was limited. So, I think at least this provision would he ultra 
nrts and would he absolutely incompetent as it would apparently* a fleet 
the provision of the Land Acquisition Act which was m existence at the 
dale of the passing of this Act, Government of India Act, 19-15 and this 
question was based on the elementary rights of the people and that right 
cannot he encroached upon and cannot he bypassed. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY : As Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta 
has raised a new objection and as there is some confusion about it, I nmv 
say a few words, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You cannot speak again. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir. he has raised a new 
objection and I wish to meet that objection. Now, there are two restric- 
tions placed upon the legislature in enacting la\vs of this nature. One 
is that acquisition of land must be by paying compensation and two when 
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the Bill is introduced it must be with the oonsent of the Governor or of 
the Governor-General. Sub-section ( 4 ) says “Nothin# in this section shall 
affect the provisions of any law in force at the date of the passin# of 
this Act. It further says if there is any law in which such a provision 
has been made wherein either the Governor-General or the Governor did 
not exercise their own discretion when the matter was introduced they 
will not be invalid. This is a savin# clause for (he protection of the 
existin# law. Accordin# to my learned friend even if Government pays 
It.s. 1,000 as compensation that will also he invalid and in that (vise for 
appropriate compensation we shall have to wait till Doomsday. We can 
acquire lands without trans#ressin# clauses ( 2 ) and (♦?) of section 299 
of the Government of India Act, 1 935. These two clauses have been 
provided to create a bar a#ainst the Le#islature passin# laws of this 
nature. But if a prior sanction of the Governor, in the case of a Provincial 
legislature and that of (lie Governor-General in the case of federal 
legislature, is obtained, we can certainly enact such laws — 

Mr. BIJOY 8INCH NAHAR: As it is a very imjNirlant question. Sir. 
may T su##est that the opinion of the Advocate-General 1 1 1 ; i \ be obtained 
before we proceed with this Bill. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY : We arc sufficiently wise enoii#h 
to decide this point. 

The Hon'ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: T do not think tin* arguments 
H Mr. Das are con v incin# and sound lie could not ]>oinl out the authority 
when my friend Mr. TTamidul II u<| I’howdhurv repeatedly challenged what 
authority he had in siipjmrt of Ins object ion to take up this Bill. The reason 

- simple and it is because the Oppoot ion also feels that then* is nothin# 

n sub-section ( 4 ) of section 299 which bars a Legislature from proceed in# 
with a Bill like this. Not withstandin# the fact that Mr Lilit (ffiandra Das 

- a veteran lawyer he could not point out what really was the bar to this 

Legislature enactin# this law AjKirt from that, Si i*. mv friend, Mr. 

t ’liowdhurv , has shown you the absurdity of the josition Now let us take 

the land Acquisition Act What is that Act and what clor»s it say ? In that 
Act it is provided that you will not only #ive the market value of the thin# 
hut also 15 per cent. o\e? that value and this amount you will have to #ive if 
win are to acquire any land under that law from a landowner. Now if in this 
House if a member says that we are #oin# to #ive the full market value 
n stead of Rs ]0 as is projmsed in the Bill even then the* same objection of 
i lie Opposition would have pievailed becviusp under the Land Acquisition 
Art it is laid down that market value plus Jo peicent should he #iven as coni- 
pensjiiion. Ts it not absurd that tins Legislature is not even competent 
'<> amend that Act f Sub-section ( 4 ) of section 299 lays down that “Nothin# 
;n this section shall affect the provisions of anv law in force at the* date 
>t the passin# to this Act.” This Council is competent to amend or alter 
»ny law in force at the date of the passin# of the Government of India Act 
ncludin# the Land Acquisition Ac t itself We can amend this Act in no 
line and in the near future I shall come forward with an amendin# Bill to 

• miend the Land Acquisition Act, ami T do not think there will he any serious 
dejection savin# that this House will not he competent to amend that AH. 
If that Act can he amended by this House J do not see how the savin# 

' hnise, T mean subjection ( 4 ) of section 299 of the Government of India 
Ac t, can deprive this House of its authority to proceed with a Bill like 
this as it is before this House. Sub-section ( 4 ) means only this this if 
’here is any law at the time of the commencement of this Act (the Govern- 
ment of India Act) which law has not followed the procedure which has been 
Lid down in Section 299 £hat will not affect that law. Otherwise, as I have 
■mid, can you ima#ine a situation like this that you will not be able to 
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amend the Land Acquisition Act even it you are prepared to give th 
full market value of a property as compensaf iou ? If my friend’s contentio 
is upheld, then the position will he most awkward. Therefore I feel tha 
my motion is quite in order. 

Ml*. PRESIDENT: The point tf* this; personally I do not think tha 
the (jueslion is so simple, and as honourable memhers on both the Govern 
merit benches as well os on the Opposition side are aware, that section 29 
is one ot the most complicated sections in the Government of India Act 
!9do Bill, and it yet remains to In* seen what interpretation on this sectio 
is given by a court ot law if ever il is brought before any court. But th 
House is aware that it is not the practice of the ('hair to rule out an; 
Bill as ultra nrcs unless the point is absolutely beyond doubt Ft ha 
rather been the practice in this House to interpret the niles and jmwer.s n 
this House in such a wav as to widen its jurisdiction. And following tha 
practice 1 would say that this House is quite eomfretent to consider th 
Bill that is before the House. But at the siini 1 time I express my seriou 
doubts as regards the interpretation, ot course that interpretation must h 
left to the comt ot law where it ran be proper l\ tested. 

Mr Das, do you propose to continue your speei li or have you finished 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: No, Sir I do not propose to continue, 
have* nothing luither to s»y on this point 

Mr. PRESIDENT: thdei, older Tilde are some amendments to th 
motion lor consideration Amendment No 1 standing in ihe name <J Mi 
Lalit riiandra Das is out ot oidei, being an .iltogeihei negative and No <1 
and the cptoium laid down there* is also out ot order, ami the whole House 
no sueh motion can be moved at tln> stag*' Hegnidmg No 1 t hat is n 
order, but that has not hec*n moved 


Mr, CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Su, tins amendment pjobabl; 
stands in the* joint names ot Mr. Nagendianath Mahalanobish and myself 
But as printed, it stands m the* name* ni Mi Malialaimhish only . 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: lust a minute 1 iindei stand that Mi. Sanyal 
name has not bec*u put in the* list ot amendments thiougli oveisight. Se 
Mr. Sanyal m.i\ move the* amendment at this stage 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: I move that tin* Hill lx* leeoin 
nutted. In support I beg to suhmii Inst ot all that the* Bengal Shit 
Acquisition and Tenancy Bill. 194<. is shortly roming up before th 
Legislative* Asseinblv foi eon-odejat ion ami passing It contains anion! 
othei items item No 10, namely. agric ultural land and cultivable waste 
in /.7n/' |H)>sessioti ot rent-recei\ers t oi cultivating nnvats or rulhvahn: 
undei-raiynts. 

Section S descnlms lands used tor agricultural oi lands in kha 
possession ot rent-receivers, cultivating rui,\uts and cultivating under 
raiyots, lands which consist ot forest jungle vvatei courses or marshy tract 
with or without private rights of fishery therein and sandy chars or othe 
uneultivahle lands. Then sugtmn I! deals with maximum quantity n 
agricultural lands ami eultivxdde waste** vv Inch may be held by a rent 
receiver or a cultivating raivat or cultivating umler-ruiyaf and so on am 
so forth. Then cultivating laud forming on a co-operative basis or othec 
wise by (lie use ot power driven mechanical applicnnees so on and so forth 
Then comes item 24 (•/) undet item <>t comjHMisation if the land has bee 
recorded as waste laud under the denomination of purataH or nutan pat r 
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in the record of rights prepared or revised ft ud finally published under 
Chapter II sp on and so forth and in the Statement of Objects and Reasons 
it is kid down tha* all surplus cultivable lands held by proprietors, tenure- 
holders and raiyats in excess of certain prescribed standard should be 
acquired With a view to their distribution, etc. So practically the same 
Bill is coming back in another form and it is no use considering the Bill 
at present and I think it should wait till the Bengal State Acquisition adfd 
Tenancy Bill, 1947, is disposed of, because it will be a mere repetition *of 
the same Act after passing of the State Acquisition and Tenancy Bill of 
1947 the present Bengal Waste Land Bill will go into oblivion, f may sa£ 
that the Bengal State Acquisition and Tenancy Bill is rather a more com- 
prehensive Bill and I think that this Bill should wait for further public 
opinion and be circulated again after the fate of the Bengal State Acquisi- 
tion and Tenancy Bill is proved. Then, again, the original Bengal Waste 
Land Acqusition Bill, before it was sent to the Select Committee, wanted 
to Require the waste land practically without reference to the Court but 
the amendments made by the Select Committee have nearly brought it in 
line with the existing Land Acquisition Act. The craft is almost the 
same with very little difference. The Land Acqusition Act of 1894 ha* 
not clearly defined the words “public purposes.” It has been left to the 
discretion of the certifying authority and the definition has been left to 
the commonsense. But in this Act it has been made cut and dried. In the 
Land Acquisition Act the business of afforestation and acquisition of land 
fdr afforestation purposes is provided but in all lands where Government 
is the owner, that is khas mahal land existing forest act is enough to 
acquire land for afforestation and when State Acquisition and Tenancy Bill 
will be passed all land will be Government land and the Acquisition of 
Waste Land Act will not operate. Then the Forest Act would operate on 
all lands belonging to Government. So, on this score there is no necessity 
of this Bill. 


Then as regards (b) and (c), carrying out of irrigation and drainage 
schemes, provision of sites for the setting up of model villages. It is rather 
regarded as public purpose even under the present Land Acquisition Act. 
So, this is also covered by the same Act, without reference to this Bill. 
Then (d) (m), settlement of land in order to enable such person or persons 

to carry on large-scale farming on a co-operative basis or otherwise , 

the present Land Acquisition Act provides for the acquisition of land to the 
companies or societies to carry out fanning of this nature. So, this item is 
also not necessary. Only two items which have been added which are 
not under the present Land Acquisition Act is (d) (/) and (ii ) — for the 
acquisition of land for the purpose of re-settling with other persons. But 
this is also provided under the Bengal State Acquisition and Tenancy 
Bill. It is a mere repetition. This seems to be the only purpose for which 
the Bill has been brought before the House and this lms been said to be a 
public purpose. Actually speaking, h<\w this can come under public pur- 
poses for the purpose of settling the land with a group of individuals for 
their personal benefits. This cannot be said to be public purposes — at least 
commonsense does not say that, provided it is admitted that settlement 
of any land with other persons for their personal benefits is called a public 
purpose, then there must be some terms of settlement and the terms of 
settlement are not defined in this Bill. Whether any salami should be 
charged for the settlement. If so, how much and what would be the terms 
of such salami and what would be their right on the land. What sort of 
arrangements will* be made about khas mahal lands. Whether it would 
be heritable and transferable with restrictions as in Jalpaiguri form 
lease of khas mahal lands. Whether the tillers will get a better terms of 
bring, whether they will have a permanent right. These are not defined 
in this Bill. These should be clearly stated in the Bill before any opinion 
c&n.be formed on this Bill. It may he said that acquisition of land through 
64 
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Acquisition Acrts cullSersom© and so a short-cut process is sought 
through mis Bill. But who makes delay under this Land Acquisition Act? 

f t is rather our experience that a file takes about six*flponths to one year 
9 travel from one table to another in the same room in the Government 
‘department and if the efficiency of the officers conoerned is lettered and 
*#ome speed is allowed in the transmission, I think the process of acquisi- 
tion may be shortened and quickenedrand when all this can be done through 
the present Land Acquisition Act what is the need of hurrying through 
this Bill when it will go iflto oblivion after passing the Bengal’s State 
Acquisition and Tenancy Bill. Item Nos. ( d ) (i) and (it) as contemplated 
in the Bill raises a presumption that it is intended to suit some other 
purpose; the main object is kept behind the screen and the powers vested 
on the Government are likely to be misused on this issue and if may be 
used for purposes other than public purposes which people generally under- 
stand it to mean. The implications and wordings had been subjected To 
■examination by various courts for many years and the Land Acqusition 
Ait was practically complete and made perfect after the amendment in 
^25. And when that tried Act is sufficient for the purpose stated iq this 
Pll what is the necessity for a separate Bill like this? If the purpose 
referred to in the Bill is really to he carried out the minimum area must be 
defined. While introducing the Bill the Hon’ble Minister said that no plot 
below 100 acres should be taken for the purpose of afforestation or for the 
erection of new model villages. If that is so, why not put it in tips Act 
and if you do so it will avoid a lot of misgivings in the minds of the puMic. 
If smaller plots are attached and acquired by Government and settled with 
undesirable persons it will give rise to vexatious litigation and the litiga- 
tion will be never ending. Of course increase in litigation will increase 
the stamp duty and also serve to pay a sort of dearness allowance to the 
lawyers to the incovenience of the people in general. The Hon’ble Minister 
being a lawyer himself may have a soft corner for his colleagues but the 
people in general would suffer on account of litigation. Lastly there is 
the question why so much of the land remained uncultivated for so many 
years. Government extracted revenue from such lands but they did nothing 
lor their improvement. So both the Government and the landowners are 
jointly responsible for keeping the lands fallow. Why then should the 
landowner alone be punished for keeping the land fallow? Government 
have some duty to perform. Let Government develop those lands and offer 
them to their owners to cultivate the lands properly within a reasonable 
period and if the owners fail to do so, those lands may then he acquired by 
Government and then any right that the owners may have may ne taken 
away from them and Government may take away their lauds even without 
compensation, in which case nobody would grudge. It is with these points 
that I again move that the Bill be recommitted. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that the Bengal Acquisition of 
Waste Lend Bill, 1947, be recommitted. 


Mr. BISWAN ATH ROY: Sir, I rise to support the amendment moved 
by my friend. I also had a similar amendment on similar lines. My reasons 
are that in view of the fact that there have been already tabled a large 
number of amendments, it is all the more necessary that the different 
euggestiona by the different members should be taken into consideration ; it 
is not possible for the House ^o consider all those amendments properly; 
therefore the members of our party should sit together and see what amend- 
ments are absolutely necessary and unnecessary ones may be omitted. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I suggest that we continue the discussion the day 
-after tomorrow. 
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It has been suggested to me by thejHPble tSfcilf Mjfcister that *he 
House ■should meet at 1-15 p.m. instead of at l-45~p.m. because in vieVoJL, 
the curfew memWfs of the other House find it difficult to go homtbitoA 
the curfe #^egms . Tomorrow we will take up the adjournment mot jjpk, 
the time fixed for that is 1-45 p.m. so that tomorrow we meet at t£^ 4 tl6i|i3 
hour. Byt the suggestion is that from the day after tomorrow we should 4 
meet at 1-16 p.m. May I have the views of the leaders of the different 
groups and parties on this question? 

Mr* KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: We have no objection, Sir. 

MV'£PRE8IDENT: But what about tomorrow? 

* ilf. 'KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Tomorrow we meet at 1-45 p.m. as 
already fixed. 

*1 may assure j*ou that those of our party who are not here now wJu 
nave no objection. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: All right, for tomorrow we stick to 1-45 p.m. and 
from the day after tomorrow we begin at 1-15 p.m. 

v The House stands adjourned till 1-45 p.m. tomorrow. 


Adjournment. 


The Council then adjourned till 1-45 p.m. on 

1947. 


Tuesday, the 22nd Aprilt 
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..5»Tb# following members were absent from the meeting held on the- 
34sf Ajpril, 1947:- . - - k 

Reajuddin Bhuiyn. 

(2) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rasffid Chowdhury. 

($) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

Mr. Mftngturam Jaipuria. 

(5) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Mahammad Jan. 

(6) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. - 

(7) Alhadj Yar Ali Khan. 

(8) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish. 

49) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

QrO) Khan Bahadur Gyashuddin Pa than. 

$11) Khan Bahadur Mulkhlesur Rahman. 

(12) Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray. 

(13) Mr. Sultamuddin Ahmed. 

(14) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

(15) Mr. Patiram Roy. 
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„ Tffl& CotrNciL met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative. 

Building, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 22nd April, 1947, at 1-45 p.m. being thii 
30th day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 62(<2) (a) c&the 
Government of India Act, 1935. *4* ^ 

'I4r^ President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Pkasad* Sim.ii Roy, k.c.i.b.) 
was iff* the Chair. 


r Adjournment Motion. 

Itian 8 ahib Maulvi WAHIDUZZAMAN; Sir, the cooling plant is dht 
and the whole House is very hot. It is very difficult to discuss the* 
business of the House 


.MT. PRESIDENT: I think 1 it is an urgent business and it has been 
specially fixed today. So we shall try to continue if possible. Mr. Lalft 
Gbendra Das. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 beg to move that this Council do 
adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance 
and of recent occurrence f 

\ 

Jh6 Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, before my friend proceed^ 
^furtfcer I should like to make a statement which would perhaps make th|K 
adjournment motion unnecessary. The case is now sub judicr. The m% 
against whom charge has been levelled have been arrested and are beif W 
■ent up for trial. Therefore there can he no question now of the adjourn- 
ment motion being moved. The matter lias been placed before us and the 
law will take its course. We are not going according to the ordinary 
established procedure. I want to make it clear that we do not pass any 
judgment on the merits of the case and I would request the honourable 
members and the public in general also to reserve their judgment. * 

Me. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: On a point of information, Sir. May^T 
knoifr at whose instance these persons have been arrested? Has a primtt 
facie case been established or have the Government taken the initiative Un 
arrest them? How can the Hon’ble Minister say “We do not like to go idle j 
the merits of the case”. Whether the persons have been arrested at the 
illative of the party. I want to know the fact. ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Now, Sir, I would also 

deprecate if any person or body draws^ adverse conclusion either against the 
two persons who are being sent up for trial or worse still against the p&i0|^ 
as a*whole or any section of the police. If the men are found guilty, they* 
alone %ill be held liable for their acts, any generalisation against the entim 
the men will be unjustified, improper and mischievous. We have 
decide# to send up the case to Court and let the law take its own course. $ 

/ Tjir. LALIT DHANDRA DAS: May I know in which Court the case 
been instituted? ^ 

, |hl Hon’blf Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY 1 In the Court under which the 
jurisdiction falls. Actually, I do not think that makes any difference 
whatsoever. The officers of the Crown have considered the matter. They are 
of opinion that there should be^a trial and steps have been taken and even if* 
they had^Mot taken*%ny steps It eou}d not hi discussed as an adjournment 
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* Hr. LALIT«HA|AllA DM: rom th£ statement of the Chia^Einistm 
jt sefen |s that th# case is v not sub judice. Avoiding to his statement it it 
4ritofa|>parent that the case is not sub judice. $be ChW Minister says that 
M steps have been taken and that the officers of the Crown think that there 
ijould be a case against the persons. But the mere arresting of persons is 
let the same as placing the case in a court of law. I enquired qf him in 
vhich court he has instituted the caSl but he could not answer. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. g. 8UHRAWARDY: Why should I? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8; So long as a Court is not in seisin of a 
ase^ it can nor be called stub judice. The Chief Minister thinks that the law 
ifncers of the Crown have only given consent to start such a case. I think, 
lir, you will hold with us that the case is not really sub judice. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Has the case been already sent up and has the Court* 
aken cognisance of the matter? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The men is under arrest &ftd 
1 understand they are to be placed before the Magistrate today. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: So, the case is not sub judice. * « 

? Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, from what I just heard from the Chief 
imister it is clear that the persons have been arrested and the case ha** 
lready been instituted. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No, Sir 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, more than that. I say 
hat the procedure is that even if the Government signifies that the case will 
e send up for trial it will become sub judice. Kven in those cases 
djournment motion falls through. Because the merits of the case cannot 
0 discussed thereafter. It will be useless. It will be prejudicial and 
lisehievous it the merits of the ease are discussed when the Government 
roposi's to sonil up tin- ciist. for trial. In this particular case it has already 
een sent up. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then it is all right. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA; Of course the rule as to resolutions is 
his: It snail not refer to any matter which is under adjudication by a 
aurt of law, ndc rule But as to adjournment mottAs? 

uic part vll, rule 99, the restrictions on the right to move the adjournment 
f" the Council are of a different character. In rule 99 there is nothiSt 
iiuilar to the provisions as contained in rule 89(c). The restrictions of^ 
le right to move adjournment motions are of a different character from the 
'strict ions in case of other resolutions. Moreover my first contention would 
p that this rule 99 in part YTI is a self-contained rule. 

* Mr. PRESIDENT: Wk at sub-rule (v) of rule 99. 

# Wr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA" That is by implication but in *thia 
articular c ase, I mean the adjournment motion moved by Mr. Lalit Chahdja 
fas it is not confined to the culpability of that particular individual who is 
mcerned. He may be found guiltyj he may be found innocent but th© 
Stnmistration may be found guilty irrespective of the fact whether he ii 
mnd guilty or not. 

^ -t 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr, Dutta, you will realise that an adjournment 
lotion can only be mbved on a definite matter of urgent public importance. 

; e here this adjournment motion would not have been 

Imissible at all if it were,not definite. And here I would draw yotuf atten- 
on to the Janguage, namely, “the serious situation arising op| of tbn 
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bdfcari tien fkmmitted by tfcfe Piuijabi Armed Police of^e Government of 
Ibmgal^no on the night wf tiih April last forcibly entering into the 
premises No.* 100, HafRson Rcfcd^iti 'Central Calcutta caused by the butt end 
„ of their rifles and other means injuries to the persons of several unoffending 
men, women and children of that premises and, what is most shocking ana 
revolting, vaped on lady inmates of the same/’ 

It is very specific. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: The resolution is very specific but as 
yet we do not know. Sir, against whom the Government has really moved 
the Criminal Court, if at all they have done so. Is it against the Punjabi 
* Armed Police or is it against anybody else or is it that they have really 
lodged a complaint against a fictitious person just to show that they are 
moving heaven and earth at the same time knowing full well that the 
case will fail. These tricks are well known to those connected with the 
law courts. To play the trick you just have a case started against \ 
fictitious man against whom the case will not stand. We wish to know 
from the Home Member against whom really, the Magistrate has been moved „ 
and are they the Punjabi Armed Police implicated in this affair. Are they 
the persons who committed the offence at that house on that particular 
night? If really the Magistrate has been moved against an imaginary 
person the case would not stand and the real offenders may go scot free. ' 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: What do you mean by an imaginary person? 

Mf. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: The Home Member said that some 
persons have been arrested hut it may he that the Punjabi policemen have 
not been arrested. It may he that some Bengali policemen have beei\ 
arrested or some fictitious people who may he found innocent. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; The motion is directed 
against certain persons who are alleged to have invaded the premises and 
who are alleged to have committed certain acts. An enquiry was conducted 
thereafter and the enquiry was made as soon as the complaint was made and 
on the basis of that enquiry certain persons have been sent up for trial. 
The whole case thereafter becomes sub judicc. Now if you say you have 
sent up those two persons against whom the lady and some other persons 
comrfjrfned and there is some sort of evidence hut we say no I am going to 
can** on the conversation here or the speeches here on the basis of two 
persons against whom there is no complaint at all, you are not entitled * 
tojpb that. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: You say “certain persons” hut the 
motion is against the Punjabi Armed Police. Is the case started against 
them or against some Hindu officers? T.his may be your trick, as usual. 

Tt* Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHR AWARD Y: Well, I may say that the two 
Punjabi Moslems of the armed force against whom the complaints have been 
made have been placed under arrest and are being sent up for trial : I think 
that would he enough. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS In the circumstances I do not think the adjournment 
motion can be mowed. The matter is certainly sub judice in view of the 
statement made by the Hon’ble Chief Minister. 

Mil LAL.IT 8HANDRA OA8. So long as the case is not in the seisin 
I do not think that, is sub judice. It may he that4t !« 
toe intention of Government to change * 
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Mr. PRESIDENT* I asked the HonJJole Ohief Minister ovfe and g*e 
again to make the point clear and he has definitely assured me &ucta&lsd*th 
House that those persons* have been artdiled and hfcve been sent up fo 
trial. So the case is now before a court of law. Is that sot' 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY; Yes, Sir, that is so. 

Mr, PRESIDENT. So, that puft an end to the matter. 

The House stands adjourned till 1-15 p.m. tomorrow or rather why no 
go on with the 'Waste Land Bill; it is on the agenda of today? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H, 8. 8UHRAWARDY. My ideals that if ai 
adjournment motion fails the House is not automatically adjourned; tin 
business of the House proceeds. Adjournment motion means that* tht 
business of the House is adjourned for some time to discuss a paitfeulai 
matter but when it is finished or does not come off or fails, business proceeds. 

Mr. KAMI HI KUMAR DUTTAS Today it was decided to take up this 
adjournment motion only and some business has been placed on the agenda 
only to enable the adjournment motion being discussed. 

Mr, HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Yes, Sir, that was the arrangement. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think we need not pursue the point. In view of 
the fact that the cooling apparatus lias failed and the adjournment motion 
has failed too, let us not take up an\ other business toda> . As it was an 
urgent, matter of public importance, that is why 1 suggested that we should 
proceed with our business in spite of the failure of the cooling plant. The 
House is therefore adjourned till 1-15 p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment, 

The Council then adjourned till 1-15 p.m. on Wednesday the 23r«l**Af»ril, 
1947. 1 ' - 

j 

Members absent. 

The following mcmheis were absent from the meeting held on the 2 9 nd 
April, 1947: — 

(1) Mr. J j. i\ S. Bourne. 

(2) Khan Bahadur Kyed Ahdur Rashid Chowdhury. 

(3) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Erie Dertuot Doyne. 

(5) Mr. Mungturam Juipuria. 

(0) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan. 

(7) Mr. Huinoyun Z. A. Kabir; 

(8) Alhadj Yar Ali Khan. 

(9) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish. 

(10) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(11) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman. 

(12) Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray. 

(13) Mr. Patiram Roy. ^ 



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


Ftart Session, 1947— No* 31. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Wednesday, $lrd April, 15)47, at 1-1-7 p.m., being llie day 
ot the First Session of 15)47, pursuant to section (u) ot the Government 

of India Act, H>k r >. 

Mr. President (the Hon'ble Sir Buoy IV\s\J> Sim.ii Uoy . h.c.i.i.) was 
•n the Chair. 


Failure of the cooling plant. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, 1 do not find sufficient attendance 
today so I do not think we should proceed with the business m the circunis- 
tanees. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, win the aii -condition is 
not working an enquiry should he made. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What happened yesterday:' 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Yesterday it worked during the meeting of 
the Assembly. The operators attended during the Assembly meeting 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I request the Secretary to see to it. It is impos- 
sible to carry on the business of the House unless the air-condition 
functions. I understand that it is the business of the Assembly Depart- 
ment. I would lequest the Secretary to get into touch with the Secretary 
of the Assembly Department about this matter. 1 think it is the general 
opinion of all sections of the House that unless the cooling apparatus is 
working it is not desirable that the House should meet. I shall find it 
u»rv difficult to come in and work. 

The House stands adjourned till 2-l’> on Friday next. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till !Mo p.m. on Friday, the 

mi. 


L'hth April, 



582 MEMBERS ABSENT. [23bd Apbil, 1947.] 

Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 23rd 
April, 1947: — 

(1) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

(2) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Chowdhury. 

(3) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury. 

(bj Mr. 1). ,). Cohen, o.ij.k. 

(0) Mr. llemendra Kumar Das. 

(7) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta. 

(8) Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutt. 

(9) Mr. Kainini Kumar Dutta. 

(10) Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazal Kllahi. 

(11) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuiia. 

(12) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan. 

(Id) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kubir. 

(14) Alhadj Yar Ali Khan. 

(l' r >) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mabalonohish 
(lb) Mr. T. B. Nun mo. 

(17) Khan Bahad ur Mukhlesur Bahman 

(18) Dr. K u mud Sankar Kay. 

(19) Mr. Biswaimih Roy. 

(20) Miss Ethel Robertson, r.s i* 

(21) Mr. Satish Chandra Son 

(22) Mr. La lit. Chandia Das 
(2d) Mr. Satish Chandra Jana 

(24) Uai Bahadur Brojemlia Mohan Maitia. 

(2b) Mr. llaridas Majumdar. 

(20) Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar. 

(27) Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Roy. 

(28) Mr. Amulyadhone Roy. 

(29) Mr. Biron Roy. 

(30) Mr. Patiram Roy. 

(31) Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury. 

(32) Mr. Churu Chandra Sanyal. 
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(h) Is he aware that the ^0^. ftt^^Charau Paltandar stated in defence 
that he refused to surrendei his cmffice and paddy as he had no faith 
in the office-bearers of the said Co-opeiftive Store? 

( c ) It he aware that the Secretary of the said Co-operative Store was 
a clerk under the Faridpur Civil Court and dismissed for dishonesty? 

* (d) Is he aware that the treasurer of the said Store was also prosecuted 

on a charge of bribery at the time of distribution of seeds from the District 
Agricultural Farm? 

(e) Is he aware that sucli attempts at forcible procurement of the stocks 
|t peasants are causing panic and unrest among the villagers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN". (a) and (h) No. No such case 
war* instituted against Durga Charan Paltandar. He agreed to 'join the 
Self-help Co-operative community voluntarily. At the time of pooling 
paddy to the common pool there were a few cases of small-pox in his house 
and lie took time for the pooling. Subsequently he was reported to have 
sold a portion of his paddy in the black-market. The fact was reported 
by the Co-operative Department to the Subdr visional Officer. Since the 
sell erne was of a voluntary character and of an experimental nature the 
Subdi visional Officer did not start any case against Durga Charan Paltandar 
but asked him to show cause. Durga Charan Paltandar stated that he 
had no confidence in the Secretary of the community but had joined a 
#$ghbouring community. The mutter ended at that. 


,* ( £> ) Yes. But the society is being run by an elected body who have 
thqsen him as Secretary. The officers of the Co-operative Department and 
the Executive Authorities are exercising adequate control to see that the 
affairs of the society are not mismanaged. No complaint has so far been 
Received from the members against the Secretary. 

(J) No. 

(e) No such attempts have lieen made. 

Mf. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR* Sir, I cannot follow the meaning of the 
^X e ply Durga ( harun Paltandar stated that he had no confidence in the 
secretary of the community.” I think it should be committee. 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: No, it is all right. 


Approved dealers in foodgrams and kerosene in Faridpur. 

01. Mr. BIREN ROY (on behalf of Mr. Humayun Kabir): (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of Civil Supplies be pleased 
to state if he is aware that a lurge number of approved dealers in foodgrains 
and kerosene in the Sadar subdivision of Faridpur had their dealership 
cancelled in the month of October, 1944, by the Sadar Subdivisional Officer? 

(6) Is he aware that names of these dealers were struck off the list of 
approved dealers without any cause being assigned for the step? 

(c) Is he aware that over thirty such dealers moved the District Magis- 
trate in October, 1944, by filing petitions with proper court-fees requesting 
him to enquire into the causes of the step taken by the Subdivisional Officer? 

(d) Is he aware that there have been petitions by villagers with proper 
court-fees and registered letters to the District Magistrate protesting against 
the appointment of the new dealers who have been selected by the said 
Subdivisional Officer in place rff the dealers struck off the list? 

(c) Is it a fact that definite allegations were made against these new 
dealer* in these petitions apd letters ? # 

Has aaajr act^p been Jaken on these petitions jtam the dealers and 
from the villagers P K 

* m- 
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Tilt Htfi’W# Mr. ABDUL &QEjf &4M It appears from the offioa 

records that only 30 dealers were^langlir in the month of October, 1044, 
by the then Subdivisional Officer, Sadar. 

(b) There were several cases of substitution for which no re&soa had 
been assigned. Besides these, 15 dealers tendered their resignation, whilft 
one died. 

(c) Nine dealers who were thus replaced filed petitions before the then 
District Magistrate with court-fee stamps. 

(d) No. There is no petition of the villagers in the Collectorate or bBk 
the Subdivisional Office. 

(e) Not known, as no such petitions are available. 

(/) The petitions received from the dealers were filed by the order of tho^j 
District Magistrate. As those received from the villagers are not traceable, + 
it is not possible to say what action, if any, was taken on them. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Arising out of answer in ( a ), will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state what is the total number of dealers in Faridpur? 
He lias stated that only 30 dealers were changed during that one month. *1 
want to know what the total number is? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: The answer to this, I believe, is 
in the answer to Question No. 03, where we have given lists of dealers. #- 

Mr. BIREN ROY: T want to know the total number in Faridpur district. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon'hle Minister yust, now said that the answer 
can he found in the answer to Question No. 1)3, where a full list of dealers, 
including that for Faridpur, has been given, ^ 

Mr. BIREN ROY: It cannot lx* correct. Sir, because in that list there 
ait* <mlv 7 dealers named tni Fniidpui but 31) dealers were changed in one 
month at Faridpur. How can it be. Sir? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: This is tin* numbe r at present and 
if the bnnmuablc member wants further information I am afraid 1 shall havfS** 
to a^k for notice. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: M y question has not yet been answered. I wanted 
to know tin* total number of dealers. If the total number is 7, how can 30 
dealers lie changed? 

Mr. SULTANUDDIN AHMED: That was in H144. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: What was the total number of dealers then? 

The Hotl’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: 1 have already said that I ask 
for notice. 

Standard oloth for Faridpur. 

92. Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR (on behalf of Mr. Humayun Kabir): 

Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of Civil Supplies 
he pleased to state — 

(a) how many bales of standard cloth were sent to Faridpur Sadar by 

the Provincial Government; 

(b) how many of them have already been sold to wholesalers and 

retailers ; 

( c ) how many are still held in stock by the Faridpur Central Co-operative 

Bank, the handling agents of Government for standard cloths; 

(d) whether any audit of the accounts have been made; and 

(e) whether Gogggnment propose to order an enquiry into*past transna- 

tions anjrexisjing stocks in view of persiaiqpt rumour that $here 

is a big shortage due to mishandling? J\, .ijs 
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The Hon’bto Mr. ABOUL%OF«lMf; 

1946* v 


(fi) 3,010 bales up till 30th June, 


(5) 2,942 bales have been sold to retailers up to 3Q& Joae, 1946. There 
is no wholesaler in the subdivision for standard cloth.' 

( c ) On 30th June, 1946, the bafimce stock was 23 bales with the Central 
Co-operative Bank and 45 with another handling agent. 


(d) Yes. Accounts of the Central Co-operative Bank were audited by 
*:• Calcutta firm appointed by the Registrar of Co-operative Societies in 1945. 

(e) Past transactions have already been audited. No shortage has yet 
been found. An Inspector of the Department, however, is engaged at 
present in checking up the accounts of the standard cloth right from the 
beginning as the standard cloth business is going to be wound up soon. 


Storage and carrying agents of foodstuffs. 

M. Mr. SULTANUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of Mr. Hamidul Huq 
Ohowdhury): Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies 
Department be pleased to state — 

(n) the names of all the individuals or firms with whom Government 
have entered into contracts for storage and for carrying of food- 
stuffs under the Civil Supplies Department; and 

(b) how many of them are Muslims and how many non-Bengali Hindus? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN; (a) A statement is laid on the 

Table. 


(b> — 

Muslims ... 99 

Non-Bengali Hindus ... 76 

Hindu-Mublim joint concerns ... 9 

Nou-Bengali Hindu and Bengali Hindu joint concerns ... 10 

Muslims amalgamated with Bengali Hindu and non-Bengali 

Hindu ... i 


Statement referred to in reply to question No. 93. 
Names of Agents. 

Calcutta , 


(1) Messrs. M. Hussain. 

(2) Messrs. Gopalgunj Boat Owners’ Association. 
(31 Messrs. W. L. T. Corporation. 

^ Darjeeling. 

(1) Messrs. S. K. Das Gaganath. 

(2) Messrs. Biseswar Nandalal. 

(3) Messrs. Kbetsidas Jaichandlal. 

(4) Mr. Bimal Otiose (Labour Contractor). 
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(1) Mima Ali Akbar. % 

(2) Messrs. Rai Sahib Panchanan Sadhukhan. 

(3) H. 0. Sftdk4khan. 

(4) Subdul Ahmad. * 

(5) Sk. Osman Ali. 

(6) Messrs. F. C. Haider and Sons, 

(7) Messrs. H. P. Kouch and Co. 

(8) Khan Sahib A. M. Ahmed. 

(9) Messrs. Dalai and Kazi (Hindu-Muslim Joint Co.). 

Mgmensingh. 

(1) Messrs. A. S. Joseb Brothers. 

(2) Messrs. B. B. Pal. 

(3) Messrs. Sukdeo Kusal Chand. 

(4) Messrs. R. C. Agarwala. 

, (5) O. K. M. C. Saha. 

(G) Messrs. National Miscellany. 

(7) Messrs. Chandan Mai Mulchand. 

(8) Messrs. K. K. Diksit. 

(9) Messrs. D. C. Sen. 

(10) Messrs. K. C. Acharjee. 

(11) Messrs. G. C. K. C. Roy. 

(12) Messrs. Gopilal ChandmaJ. 

(13) Messrs. Sheogolam Bliakat. 

04) Messrs. R. M. Das and Sons. 

(15) Messrs. Puran Bhakat. 

(16) Messrs. Ajit Kumar Saha. 

(17) Messrs. Hiralal Mangilal. 

(18) Messrs. Sailen Bose and Co. 

(19; Messrs. B. K. Bose and Co. 

(20) Messrs. Prithiraj I/asmipath. 

(21) Messrs. J. Ahmed and Co. 

(22) Messrs. Sa bed ali Bhuiya, 

(23) Messrs. B. D. Bagla. 

(24) Messrs. K. C. Dutta. 

(25) Messrs. Azahar Ali. 

(26) Messrs. Ramdas Samseo Prasad. 

(27) Messrs. Baikuntha Chandra Tariiii Mohan Mondai. 

(28) Messrs. Ramjatan Lai. 

(29) Messrs. Sk. Lebu. 

(30) Messrs^ Bhagaban Chandra Roy. 

(31) Messrs. B. L. Sinha Roy. 

(32) Messrs. Keramat Ali Talukdar. 

(33) Messrs. J. L. Acharjee. 

(34) Messrs. Mymensingh Transport Co. 
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(35)*Meaari. S. S. Hussain. 

(36; Messrs. Mymensingh River Service, 

(37} Messrs. Habibur Rahman. 

(38) Messrs. S. N. Bhattacharjee. 

(39) Messrs. A. B. Das. 

(40) Messrs. Associate Transit Co. 

(41) Messrs. Syed Safiuddin Ahmed. 

(42) B. N. Sen and Sons. 

(43) Afran Khan and Co., Ltd. 

(44) Messrs. Eastern Agency. 

(45) Messrs. S. R. Gupta Banik. 

(46) Kishoreganj Subdivisional Wholesalers Co-operative Multipuqxjse 

Society. 

(47) Messrs. Kishoreganj Wholesale Merchants’ Syndicate. 

Bogra . 

(1) Padmapara Central Co-operative Bank, Ltd. 

Mulnapore. 

(1) Ramlal Gokul Chaiul. 

(2) Messrs. A. C. Pal. 

(3) Narayan Ch. Ghose. 

(4) Bistu Pada Ran a. 

(6) Hashem Ali Beg. 

(6) Pannalal Bhyan. 

(7) Monohar Tea'll Golab Rai. 

(8) Bijoy Kisto Rana. 

Jessore. 

(1) Messrs. Suniti K. Roy. 

(2) Zukaria Hazi Soleman. 

(3) Messrs. Kedar Nath Roy and others. 

(4) pulipada Bag. 

(5) Messrs. Abdul Aziz. 

(6) Motilal Ghosilal. 

(7) Messrs. Abdul Kasem. 

(8) Messrs, Mozaffor Hossain. 

(9) Dulal Chandra Sinha. 

(10) Messrs. Amulya Ratan Saha. 

(11) Messrs. Bhidarmal Khaitan. 

(12) Messrs. Sarafat Hossain Dafadar. (No agreement entered aa ytt.) 

(13) Messrs. Keshab Ch. rani. (No agreement entered aa yet.) 

(14) Messrs. K. N. Dutta. (No agreement entered aa yet.) 

(16) Messrs. Tarini K. Dutfc (No agreement entered as yet.) 

(16) Messrs. Badaruddin Ahmed. (No agreement entered as yet.) 

(17) Sailkupa Multipurpose Society. 

(18) Messrs. Naresh Ch. Kundoo. (Agreement is undsf preparation.) 
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Murthidabad, 

(1) Haxi S k. Abdul Quadir. 

(2) Maulv^j&ola Rahaman. 

(3) B. C. Cbatterjee. 

(4) M. N. Bhagwangola. 

(6) J. N. Saha. 

(6) Babu Shyamapada Saha. 

(7) Muralidhar Gupta. 

(8) Messrs. Chunnilal Bhanwarlal. 

(9) Rai Sahib M. L. Jain. 

(10) R. N. Singh. 

(11) M. A. Khaleque. 

(12) Sk. Omar Ali. 

(13) Reazuddin Sarkar. 

(14) K. M. Parakh. 

(15) M. L. Jain. 

(16) Suwalal Kanailal. 

(17) Goal Badan Trivedi. 

(18) T. N. Sen. 

(19) P. N. Mukherjee. 

(20) Jahurilal Kanhailal. 

(21) Messrs. Jaliarmal Dhanraj. 

, Faridpur. 

(1) Messrs. Mohammad and Ibrahim Siddik Jamal. 

(2) Makhanlal Go\inda Ram. 

(3) Central Co-operative Bank. 

(4) Khan Bahadur Yusuff Hossain Chowdhury. 

(5) K. M. Kundoo and R. Biswas. 

(6) Mainuddin Chowdhury and Bhuban Mohan Saha. 

(7) A. R. Chowdhury. 

Raj shah i. 

(1) Messrs. Agarwalla Seraogi & Co. 

(2) Messrs. Babulal Agarwalla. 

Dinajpur. 

Nil.* 

Dacca. 

(1) Messrs. Bankim Chandra Das. 

(2) Messrs. Haldai Transport. 

(3) Messrs. A. W. Makertich. 

(4) Messrs. North Bengal Transport. 

(6) Messrs. Swalal Sarogi and Lakshmikanta Chatterjee. 

(6) Messrs. H. C. Sarkar and Gobradhan Lai Sarogi. 

(7) Messrs. Bengal Engineering and Transport Corporation. 

(8) Messrs. T. Hossain Kassim & Co. 

(0) Messrs. Friends United $ Co. 
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Hooghly. 

Messrs. S. M. Nabi Chowdhury & Bscs. 

(2) Messrs. Allied Trading & Co. 

(3) Late Hazi Mirza Zahadur Rahim. 

(4) Bhola Nath Paul and Pawner Roushan Ali. 

(6) Akinchan Goswami. 

(6) Ajit Ganguly. 

(7) Abani Bhusan Sarkar. 

(8) Kishori Mohan Kar. 

(9) Rezak Ali Khan. 

Burdwan. 

(1) Jiban Mall Dhanraj. 

(2) P. P. Garai. 

(3) Rain Nath Goenka. 

(4) Kulooram Onkarmall. 

(5) S. K. Bhuiya. 

(6) Uppletwala H. E. K. 

Howrah. 

(1) Messrs. M. M. Ishpahani. 

(2) A. It. Pramanick. 

Chittagong. 

Nil. 

Malda. 

Nil. 

Bank urn. 

Nil. 

Bakarganj. 

(1) Messrs. Arjuneswar Saha. 

(2) Bamergunj and Sundarbans Central Co-operative Sale and Supply 

Society, Ltd. 

Nadia. 

(1) P. K. Bhattacherjee. 

(2) Messrs. Chokravartv & Bros. 

(3) Maulvi Khorsed Ahmed. 

(4) Messrs. Kuver Bank. 

(5) Messrs, B. K. Mukherjee & Sons. 

(6) Babu Sibchandra Roy Singh. 

(7) Babu Bhola Nath Garoi. 

(8) Messrs. Banawari Lai De & Bros. 

(9) Babu Sanjit Kumar JPramanick. 

(10) Babu S. C. Mukherjee. 

(11) Bajli Karim Joardar, 

(12) Fakir Mohammed Mondal. 

(13) J. K. Banka. 
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(14) J. D. Kundoo. 

(15) B. N. Matadin. 

(16) Nagendra Nath Saha!* 

(IT) Sagar Hall Matadin* 

(18) Sanjib Kumar Biswas. 

(19) P. K. Bay. 

(20) H. C. Sarkar and Sons. 

(21) R. C. Sanyal. 

(22) Baijnath Srigopal. 

(23) Hardwari Lai Agarwala. 

(24) Maulvi Mozammel Haque. 

(25) Babu Hemanta Kumar Roy. 

(26) Sayedali Biswas. 

(27) Maulvi Fate Ali Biswas. 

(28) Kustia Merchants’ Association. 

(29) Marwari Merchants’ Association. 

(30) Messrs. Abdur Rahman & Co. 

(31) Maulvi Rejiwan Alizehan Chowdhury. 

(32) Saga rm all Giridhari Lai. 

(33) Messrs. Kumaresh Chandra Mukkerjee and Sons 

(34) Fakri Mohammed Biswas. 

(35) Mosarraf Hossain Chowdhury. 

(30) Modan Lai Agarwala. 

(37) L. K. Kundoo. 

A oak huh. 

(1) Dr. Md. Sekandar. 

(2) Babu Jogendra Kumar Majumder. 

(3) Maulvi Md. Ershad Hossain. 

(4) Messrs. Radha Ballav Saha and Hari Das Saha. 

(5) Messrs. Hazi A. Gani and Knnjalal Saha. 

(6) Babu Harendra Nath Ghose. 

(7) Messrs. Abdul Selam and Hazi Asraf Ali. 

(8) Md. Abdul Kader. 

(9) Maulvi Ali Azzam Bhuiya. 

(10) Messrs. Jalal Ahmed and Hazi A. Sobbahan. 

(11) , Messrs. Nazi Ahmed add SuUan Miah. 

(12) Maulvi Idris Miah Dafadar. 

(13) Messrs. Narendra K. Pandit and K. K. Das. * 

(14) Maulvi A. Motabb and M. Haque. 

(15) Sarat Chandra Saha. 

(16) Phanindra Bhusan Bose. 

(17) Messrs. Narayan Ch. Saha and G. C. Saha. 

(18) Messrs. Krishna Madhab Bhowmik, Ensar Ali Manjhi and Dr*. 

Sultan Ahmed. 

(19) Upendra Lai Nandi. 

(20) Munshi Abdur Rahaman. 
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(2flTMunshi Abdtir Rashid Pandit. 

<22) Maulvi A. Baten Sadagar. 

<23) Md. Montaz Miah. 

<24) Hazi Kalimuddin Sadagar. 

<26) Maulvi Aftabuddin Ahmed. 

(26) Babu Kshetramohan Sab&. 

Jalpaiguri. 

<1) Messrs. 0. Singh & Co. 

(2) Messrs. Sitaram Hanuman Prasad. 

(3) Messrs. Alipur Doar Court Rice and Oil Mills, Ltd. 

Rangpur. 

<1) Babu Anukul Chandra Bhadra. 

(2) Maulvi Md. Jesmat Ali Talukdar. 

<3) Babu Anil Kumar Ghosh. 

Khulna. 

(1) Messrs. I). Ahmed. 

(2) Messrs. Jonabali Sardar. 

(3) Messr-N. Khulna Trading Syndicate. 

(4) Messrs. Gopal Ch. Sadhu. 

<6) Messrs. Pramatha Nath Das. 

<(>) Messrs. Benoy Bliusan Bardhan. 

(7) Messrs. Saligram Arya. 

(8) Messrs. Ghasilal Tadi. 

(9) Messrs. Khulna .lute Co. 

<10) Messrs. S. Kazi. 

<11) Messrs. K. P. Stores. 

(12) Messrs. Dr. Joad Hossain. 

(13) Messrs. Md. Ismail Miah. 

<14) Messrs. Monoranjan Mirdlia. 

(15) Messrs. B. K. Paul. 

(16) Messrs. K. C. Saha. 

<I7) Messrs. Aieh and Pramanick. 

(18) Messrs. M. L. Mitra. 

(19) Messrs. R. K. Kabiraj. 

(20) Messrs. J. N. Poddar. 

(21) Messrs. Shy&mlal Saha. 

(22) Messrs. M. L. Bhanja. 

(23) Messrs. A. K. Bhanja. 

(24) Messrs. Abdul Gafur. 

Pah no. 

(1) Civil Supply Syndicated 

(2) Wazed Ali Abdul Gofur A Co 

(3) Hazi Rahimuddin. 

(4) Hazi Ajhar Ali. 
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(6) Champaiai Baid. 

(6) J. B. Saha 6 Co. 

(7) J. N. Chowdhury. 

(8) Central Co-operative Bank. 

(8) Atindra La'l Pakrashi. 

(10) R. D. Chowdhury and K. P. Takardar. 

Comilla. 

(1) Babu Adinath Dutt. 

(2) Khan Saheb Jonab Ali Munshi. 

(3) Birendra Krishna Roy Chowdhury. 

(4) Rabindra Ch. Bhattacherjee. 

(6) Maulvi Mafijur Rahman Sirkar. 

(G) Messrs. Eastern Salt Syndicate. 

(7) R. Goswami. 

Birbhum. 

(1) Babu Ilharmadas Dalai. 

(2) Omer Behari. 

(3) Harekchand Ganeshmall. 

(4) Babu Purna Ch. Singlia. 

(5) Sugar Chand Anchalia. 

(6) Messrs. Radhapada Gurupada Chandra 

(7) Messrs. Kanai Lai Gouri Saukar. 

(8) Narayan Prashad Chandra. 

(9) Bijoy Gopal Chandra. 

(10) Dhajadhari Dutta. 

(11) Rajchandra Sarkar. 

(12) Manaranjau Nath. 

(13) B. K. Mukherjee. 

(14) T. P. Chatterjee. 

(15) Messrs. Economic Stores. 

(1G) Central Co-operative Bank. 

Deputy Directorate of Stores, C. & IP. li . [including C. S. D^(Iihulna)). 

Calcutta and E.R.A. 

• « 

(1) Akbar Mirra Ali. 

(2) Arratoon & Co. 

# (3) Bajoria Trading Co. 

# (4) Baldeoram Biharilal. 

(6) Barari Bros. 

•(6)' Bengal Dal Mill. 

(7) Dhutoria Bros. 

* (8) Bhur (Jr.) S. (Agency under termination.) 

* are Agents under the Old Agreement and their contracts will be 

cancelled as soon as their stock are cleared from their godowns. 
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* *(9) Shuwalka Bros. 

*(10) Bhothra Trading Corporation. 

# (11) Calcutta Rice Dealers’ Association. (Agency^under termination ) 
*(12) Chowdhury, S. C. 

*(13) Cohen & Co., Ltd. (Agency under termination.) 

*(14) Dada, H. K. 

(16) Dutt, A. K. 

*(16) East Asiatic Co. 

*(17) Food Supply Stores. (Agency under termination.) 

*(18) Gaggar & Co. 

*(19) Gulab Trading Co. (Agency under termination.) 

*(20) Gupta Bros. 

*(21) Harry, S. D. 

*(22) Jain, A. C. 

*(23) Kalla & Co. 

(24) Khaitan Trading Corporation. (Agency under termination.) 

(26) Khan Panchauan, 

(26) Madhkar & Co. 

*(27) National Transport Co. 

*(28) Pir Mohd., H, H. H. 

(29) Pir Mohd., H. S. H. 

*(30) Ray, P. C. & Co., Ltd. (Agency under termination.) 

*(31) Rubby Transport. 

(32) Saha, R. P. 

(33) Shrooff, G. D. (Agency under termination.) 

(34) South End Storing Co. 

*(36) S. S. Laxminnrayanjee & Co. 

*(36) Star Transport Agency. 

*(37) Jalan Trading Corporation. (Agency under termination.'. 

(38) Oudh Transport Agency. 

(39) Bengal Labour and Transport Syndicate. 

(40) Universal Labour Syndicate. 

(41) V. It. Patel & Co. 

(42) R. q, R. Singh. 

(43) Chowdhury Bros. 

(44) Northern India Transport. 

(46) K. M. Ghosh. 

(46) Calcutta Transport and Labour Agency. 

(47) C. Mukberjee & Co. 


C.S.D., Khuina. 


(1) Asiatic Construction Co. 

(2) Gopalganj Boat Owner?* Association. 

(3) Country Boat Transport Syndicate. 


a”*? 01d , A ^T nent and th ™ contracts will 

oanoeiled as soon as their stock are cleared from their godowns. 
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Deputy Directorate of T . and $. t N.B. 

(1) Rai Saheb ifohanlal Jain. 

(2) Madanlal Jain. 

(3) Kulibour & Co. 

Deputy Directorate of T. and E.B> 

(1) Rai R. P. Saha Bahadur. 

(2) Messrs. A. C. Jain. 

(3) Messrs. Gupta Brothers. 

(4) Assam Bengal Carrying Company. 

(5) Ahmed & Co. 

(6) A. B. Das. 

(7) A. W. Mackertith. 

(8) Bero Water Transport. 

(9) D. C. Sen. 

<10) H. C. Sirkar & Co. 

(11) Mymensingh Transport Co. 

(12) Mymensingh River Service. 

(13) North Bengal Transport Co. 

(14) Padma Transport Co. 

(15) Pande Ali Mia. 

(16) P. K. Banerjee. 

(17) S. S. Hossein. 

(18) S. C. Ghosh A Co. 

(19) R. Goswami. 

(20) United Transport Corporation. 

(21) Sualal Saraogi & Co. 

(22) Bird & Co., Chandpur. 

(23) S. K. Guha. 

(24) A. Nobi. 

Mr. SULTAN UDD IN AHMEDS Is there any special reason for having 
76 non-Bengali Hindus? 

The Hon’ble Mf. ABDUL COFRAN: No, there is no special reason. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: It seems that there is not a single 
Bengali Hindu. , * 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: Probably Bengali Hindus did not 
apply. 

Mr. SULTANUDDIN AHMED: May I know if there are any single 
non-Bengali Muslims out of 99 Muslims? 

Tim Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: No, the question was — how many 
of them are Mussulmans and how many non-Bengali Hindus, and in answer 
to that question that reply was given. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: Out of these Muslims is there any non* 
Bengali Muslim ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: I have already given the House 
the full list and the names of all of them. 
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Mr. SULTANU0DIM AHMED: Names do mot signify whether one is a 
Bengali Muslim or a non-Bengali Muslim in all casefif 

The Hon’bie Mr, ABDUL GOFRAN: Well, with regard to that I would, 
like to have notice. 

Travelling By "gahaita” boats. 

94. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state if the Government are 
aware that considerable portions of Bengal’s interior are served by gak&bas 
and that travelling by yahanas is not only inconvenient but fraught with 
grave danger to life and property? 

(h) Do the Government propose to consider the desirability of getting 
these gahanas registered, numbered and licensed and the capacity of each 
boat mentioned and strictly observed and for this purpose appoint inspectors 
to supervise and inspect the condition of the boats ? 

a Do the Government also propose to consider in this connection the 
ility of getting the names of the boatmen or majhis registered to afford 
|he passengers due protection against their rude behaviour or against their 
colluding with thieves and deceits? 

« ( d ) Do the Government propose to consider these suggestions for 
acceptance? If so, will the Government carry them out without delay? If 
not, why not? 

Mr. ABDUL RA8HID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of Minister 
in charge of the Home Department): (,o The answer to the first part is 
4 ‘Yes” and to the second part “No”. 

(b) to (d) The suggestion made by the honourable member will be 
examined. 

Advisory Committee to the Director-General, Consumer Goods. 

95. Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of Mr. Md. Taufiq): 

(a) Will the Hon’hle Minister in charge of the Department of Civil Supplies 
be pleased to state whether the Government intend to appoint a small 
Advisory Committee to advise the Director-General of Consumer Goods on 
matters, pertaining to consumer goods? 

(ft) If not, why not? 

Tho Hon’bie Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: (a) No. 

(5) The necessity has not hitherto been felt. 

Appointments in the Civil Supplies Department. 

96. Khan Bahadur A. M. 8HAH00DUL HAQUE (on behalf of Khan 
Bahadur 8yed Abdur Rashid Chowdhury): Will the Hon’bie Minister in 
charge of the Department of Civil Supplies be pleased to state — 

(a) if the Communal Batio Buies were strictly followed in making the 
appointments in the various branches of this department; and 
(b) if not, what step the Government intend to take for adjusting 
according to tne Comritunal Batio Buies the appointments in this 
department ? 

The Han’bta Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: (a) During the period of the 
Department’s most rapid expansion in 1944-45 recruitment had often to be 
made at very short notice in competition with a large number of other 
Government and military offices in the Province. Throughout that period 
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properly qualified candidates from the Muslim and Scheduled Caste com- 
muni ties were not obtj&aabh* in adequate numbers. In consequence recruit 
ment of men of those communities could not be maintained on the standard* 
prescribed by the Communal Ratio Rules. 

(b) Orders have been issued that 80 per cent, of existing and futuifr 
vacancies should be filled by candidates from the Muslim and SchedvM 
Caste communities till parity is attained. * 


Appointment in the Public Health Department. 


97. Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH RAY 

in charge of the Department of Health and 
pleased to state — 


• Will the Hon’ble Minister 
Local Self-Government be 


(а) how many posts of Director and Assistant Director of Public Health 

under the Bengal Public Health Department are— 

(0 permanent, and 
(h) temporary; 

(б) how many posts of other gazetted officers under Director of Public 

Health are — 


(?) permanent, and 
(it) temporary; 

(c) how these posts are held by Muslims, Scheduled Castes and non- 

Muslims other than Scheduled Castes, giving separate tigures for— 
(i) permanent, and 
(ti) temporary posts ; 

(d) how many vacancies— (?) permanent, (ii) temporary— occurred sine* 

the introduction of Communal Ratio Rules; and 

(c) how these vacancies— (i) permanent, and (ti) temporary— were 
failed up by Muslims, Scheduled Castes and non-Muslims other 
than Scheduled Castes ? 


SINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of HEALTH and LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali): (<o(i> Six. 


(») Five. 

( b) (i ) Sixteen. 

(n) One hundred and two. 

(c) (i) Muslims— 10, non-Muslims -7, Scheduled Castes Nil, vacant 
(it) Muslims— 5, non-Muslims— 38, Scheduled Castes— 2 , vacant— 62. 

(d) (i) Nineteen. 

(a) One hundred and thirty-four. 


(e)(i) Muslims— 7, -non-Muslims— 7* Scheduled Castes— Nil, vacant— 5. 
abo!Lh*d S ^ m8 — non ~^ U8 ^ ms — Scheduled Castes — 2, vacant 62 and 


Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister please explain 
what he means bv non-Muslims” ? Are the non-Muslims Hindus or do Uiey 
belong to any other community? * 

Th* Hon’blt Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Non-Muslims mean 
belonging to a community otlier than the Muslim community. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Who are they? 

Anglo-Indians, or what? 


persons 


Tbs Hon'ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: 

Muslims. 


Are they Christians, or 
It includes every body except 
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Raj Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH RAY: Will the Hqp’ble Minister be 
pleaspd to state why this ratio is not maintained? where* are only 7 non- 
Muslims although 62 posts are vacant. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI : I cannot say why the ratio is 

maintained. But if the honourable member scrutinises the list and if 
an overhaul picture is taken he**vill find that Muslims are less in number 
than non-Muslims. 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH RAY: May I know why those 62 
posts are vacant? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Because they have not been filled 
yet. 

Pay, etc., of Sanitary Assistants and Health Assistants. 

9S. Khan Bahadur A. M. 8HAH00DUL HAQUE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Health and Local Self-Government 
be pleased to state what are the respective pay, daily allowance, house 
allowance and travelling allowance of Sanitary Assistants, Government Health 
Ajyi&t&nts, District Board Health Assistants and Additional Health 
Assistants in different districts of Bengal ? 

( h ) Are they doing almost the same work? 

^ (c) If so, why is there any difference in their pay, dearness allowance, 

bouse allowance and travelling allowance? 

( d ) Are the Government aware that the Additional Health Assistants are 
not getting a “living wage”? 

(e) Do the Government propose to take steps for bettering their lot? 

(/) Are the Government awarp that the dearness allowance of the Addi- 
tional Health Assistants of the Tippera district is much less than that of 
other districts and is causing them a great hardship? * 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: (a) The following are the emolu- 
ments of the Public Health staff mentioned : — 

(i) Sanitary Assistants — Pay including dearness allowance Rs.80 plus 
Its. 10 as ad interim increase in the basic pay. Fixed travelling 
allowance Its. 20. 

(it) Government Health Assistants — Pay Its. 45 plus Its. 10 as ad interim 
increase in the basic pay. Dearness allowance as per general 
Government rate, viz., Rs.22. 

(Hi) DistMct Board Health Assistants — Pay Its. 20. Fixed travelling 

allowance Rs.5. House allowance Its.2. Provident Fund contri- 
bution and dearness allowance payable under District Board Rules 
and orders. 

(tv) Additional Health v Assistants*— Pay Rs. 20. Dearness allowance at 
the same rates as paid by District Boards to other employees. 
Fixed travelling allowance Rs.5. House allowance Rs.2. 

(b) They do similar work. But while the Government Sanitary Assist- 
ants and Health Assistants are employed to meet emergencies in areas where 
epidemics break out or the mortality rate is exceptionally heavy, the District 
Board staff and the Additional Health Assistants are expected to do the 
normal public health work. 

(c) The difference in pay arises out of the fact that the Government 
Sanitary Assistants and Health Assistants are purely temporary employees 
with no security of tenure. Their position is, therefore, entirely different 
from the permanent staff of the District Board. The rates of pay, etc., 
offered to these temporary employees were the lowest possible to attract men 
of the required oalibre for purely temporary positions. 
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* (d) The Addiiioifei Health Assistants draw exactly the same remunera- 

tions as ihe District Board Health Assistants. 

•» 

<s) Soyernfflent cannot increase the remunerations of the Additional 
Health Assistants tmless the District Boards do the same with regard to their 
Health Assistants. In the absence of a corresponding increase by the latter, 
Government by increasing the pay of the Additional Health Assistants 
would be creating an anomalous position, whereby two sets of employees of 
equal status and doing the same work would be drawing different scales of 
pay. 

(/) Government have no information that the dearness allowance of the 
Additional Health Assistants of Tippera is less than that of other distriots. 
This is, however, possible as the Additional Health Assistants draw dearness 
allowance according to rates fixed by District Boards, and these rates vary 
from district to district. 

Khan Bahadur 8HAH00DUL HAQUE: Arising out of (d) where it is 
stated in the question “are the Government aware that the Additional Health 
Assistants are not getting a ‘living wage’ and the answer is ‘the Addi- 
tional Health Assistants draw exactly the same remunerations as the District 
Board Health Assistants”, will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to 
whether the Additional Health Assistants are getting living wage? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: That is a matter of opinion, li^, 
reply we said that they are getting the same pay as the District Board 
Health Assistants. The District Board being a self-governing body is 
presumed to be giving to their employees a living wage. 


Acquisition scheme No. 5M of Calcutta Improvement Trust. 

90. Khan Bahadur CHYA8UDDIN PATHAN: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge ot the Department of Health and Ijocal Self-Government 
be pleased to state — 

{a} the total population and the number of families that will he affected 
by acquisition scheme No. 6M of the Calcutta Improvement 
Trust ; 

(b ) whether there is any rehousing scheme to be worked out and given 

effect to simultaneously; 

( c ) if answer to part (b) he in the affirmative, what per cent, of this 

population may he benefited by such a rehousing scheme; 

(d) what Government propose to do for those who may not get accom- 

modation under the rehousing scheme ; and 

(e) whether it is possible to expand the rehousing scheme with a view 

to accommodate all who may be rendered homeless by the 
acquisition scheme. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: (a) A complete census has not 
been taken but the estimated population in the scheme is 3,500. 

(b) Yes, Scheme Y — Maniektola Rehousing Scheme has been approved 
by Government and the area is at present under acquisition. 

( c ) 33 per cent. 

(d) and (e) The whole of the arsons affected by the scheme will not 
be dehoused Most of the owners have applied for exemption from acquisi- 
tion and it is anticipated that about 2.000 persons will be affected and 
Government are considering extending or enlarging the rehousing scheme 
to accommodate more persons who will be affected by the scheme. 

88 



MO 


[25th April, 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWEfiS. 

Supply of milk. 

100« Mr, NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries be pleased to state — 

(a) what measures have been taken by the Government of Bengal for 

the establishment of milk-collecting and processing centres or 
cremeries in milk-proaucing areas of Bengal; 

(b) what steps have been taken by the Government of Bengal for 

adequate supply of milk to the urban areas, for transfer of milk 
from non-essential areas, for cold storage, railway transport 
facilities and adequate supply of milk trade; 

(c) if so, what are they; and 

(d) if not, why not? 

Mr, ABDUL RA8HID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture, Forests, and Fisheries) : 

(a) With a view' to the formulation of definite schemes for proper utilisation 
of milk produced in rural areas Government have undertaken a survey of the 
principal milk-producing areas within easy reach of Calcutta, Dacca and 
* Chittagong. Data about the production of milk in these areas and the 
^.difficulties in the way of marketing, etc., are essential to the formulation ot 
any scheme. 

S and (r) It is hoped that the schemes referred to under (a) will help 
ving to some extent the problem of milk-supply in the urban areas 
concerned. In the meanwhile Grovernment will work a scheme on the 
economics of milk-processing and manufacture of milk products at the 
Dairy Station at Haringhata w r here ultimately 14 lakh pounds of milk 
and {ilnMit 1*1,000 pounds of butter will he produced every year. Govern- 
ment will also assist private parties in securing cold-storage plants and 
railway transport facilities. 

(d) Does not arise. 


Shortage of mustard oil. 

101. Mr. HUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Department of Civil Supplies be pleased to state if it is a fact that there 
is an awful shortage of mustard oil in Calcutta, Chittagong and some other 
districts of Bengal leading to extensive suffering to the poor people of the 
Province? 

(b) Is it a fact that mustard oil is being sold at Its. 2-8 to Rs.3 per seer 
in black-markets in Chittagong and other districts of Bengal? 

(c) If so, w'hat special steps ha^e been taken by the Government of 
Bengal for adequate supply of mustard oil in Bengal districts? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL GOFRAN: (a) and (b) Yes. 

(cl The Government of Bengal has consistently pressed for (a) the alloca- 
tion of adequate quotas to the Province under the Basic Plan and ( b ) for 
the actual supply of quotas after these have been allotted. The Govern- 
ment of India was unable either to allot adequate quotas or even to ensure 
the supply of the amounts ultimately allotted under the quota system. The 
Government of Bengal, therefore, pressed for some considerable time for the 
abolition of the Basic Plan and the decontrol of edible oils. This policy 
of decontrol has just been accepted by the Government of India and it is 
Loped that as a result more adequate supplies will be available. It ia, how- 
ever, too early yet to assess the result of this new policy. 
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High price of rice in Chittagong. 

102* Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hou’ble Minister in charge of the 
Department of Civil Supplies be pleased to state if it is a fact that rice is 
still being sold at li seer to H seer per rupee in Chittagong mofussil areas? 

(b) Is it a fact that the majority of the people of Chittagong with limited 
income are suffering great hardship owing to high price of rice and other 
necessaries of life? 

(c) If so, have any measures been taken by the Government of Beugal to 
bring down the price of rice and other food articles to controlled rates and 
to reasonable level to give relief to the people of Chittagong with limited 
income ? 

(d) If so, what are they? If not. why not? 

The Hoil’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: (a) It is not a fact that rice is at 
present sold at 1} seer to U seer per rupee. The average price in January, 
1947, has been 2g seers per rupee. 

(h) Compared with pre-war days the present price level is higher, but this 
i*; nothing peculiar to Chittagong. Side 'bv side with the rising of price 
level the price of labour and agricultural produce have also gone high. 

(c) and (d) Do not arise. 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: Sir, I may further modify the 
answers. 

(b) Cost of rice and other necessaries of life has undoubtedly affected 
people with limited income. It is however to be remembered that the cost 
of labour has also risen and has increased the income of labourers. 

(r) and (d) Government as in the past arc supplying stocks of rice to 
Chittagong to be issued to the people there and this will be continued as 
much as Government stocks permit,, necessary to meet the situation and to 
maintain supplies at a reasonable market value. 

Bibtri refugees. 

103. Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR (on behalf of Mr. Nagendra Nath 
Mahalanobish) : (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Depart- 

ment of Co-operation, Credit and Relief be pleased to state how many people 
Irom Bihar have come to Bengal after the recent Bihar disturbances? 

</>) Are the Government giving the Bihar refugees food and shelter 
free? If so, did they ask for contribution from Bihar Government? 

(c) What is the total cost incurred by Government in giving relief to 
these refugees from Bihar? 

(d) Did the Government try to persuade them to return to their respective 
villages? If so, with what result? If not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of CO-OPERATION, 
CREDIT and RELIEF' (the Hon’ble Mf. A. F. M. Abdur Rahman): (a) 

113,342 persons have come to Bengal. Of them 63,044 live in Government 
Camps and the rest elsewhere. 

(b) Food and shelter are given free to those refugees who are in camps, 
‘«nd those who are outside get food free. Government propose to recover 
from the Government of Bihar the cost incurred by this Government. 

{b) Complete information is not available. Its collection will take 
time. Government have however sanctioned up to 20th February, 1947, 
Ha. 23, 20, 000 for cost of maintenance, water-supply, repairs to camps, etc., 
and in addition, clothing and accessory foodstuff (excluding milk) valued 

2,43,000 approximately have been supplied. 

(d) Government will consider the desirability of repatriating those who 
are now willing to go back to their homes. 
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Sugar Industry. 

101. Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Department of Commerce, Labour and Industries be pleased to state — 

(a) what measures have been taken by the Government of Bengal for 

the post war development of sugar industry in Bengal; 

(b) whether any post-war ffevelopment scheme for starting new sugar 

factories has been prepared by the Government of Bengal; 

(c) if so, how many and where and in what districts they have to he 

started: and 

(d) if not, why not? 

Mr. ABDUL RA8HID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of Minister 
in oharge of the Department of Commerce, Labour and Industries): (a) 

a first step Government have sanctioned a scheme for the cultivation of 
improved varieties of sugarcane and it is hoped that within five years 75 per 
cent, of the total sugarcane acreage in the Province will be covered by 
improved canes. Steps have also been taken for the distribytion of fertilisers 
and treatment of cane diseases in some compact areas. 

(h) and ( c ) As the development of sugar industry on an all-India basis 
with due regard to provincial requirements was being planned by the 
Government of India, this Government did not prepare any separate scheme 
to that end. The Central Government have since agreed to this Province 
setting up five new mills of daily crushing capacity of 600 tons and steps 
are being taken for selection of suitable parties willing to set up new sugar 
mills in this Province. It is not possible now to state the location of the 
new mills as this will depend not only on the availability of cane in suitable 
areas but also on the convenience of the promoters to he selected. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Training in the Industrial Research Laboratory. 

105. Khan Bahadur A. M. 8HAH00DUL HAQUE: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of Commerce, Labour and 
Industries be pleased to state whether he is aware that the trainees do not 
get, proper and perfect training in the Industrial Research Laboratory at 
Pagladunga under the Directorate of Industries due to most of the machines 
being out of order for long? 

(h) Is he aware that owing to such imperfect training most of the 
trainees after completing their course of training there do not venture to 
start independent business ? 

(c) If so, what action do the Government propose to take and when to 
put tilings right? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of Minister 
in oharge of the Department of Commerce, Labour and Industries): (a) No. 

(6) No such case has hitherto come to my notice. 

(c) Does not arise. 

108. Khan Bahadur A. M. SHAHOODUL HAQUE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Commerce, Labour and Industries 
be pleased to state if he is aware that progress of training in the Industrial 
Research laboratory at Pagladanga under the Directorate of Industries was 
much hampered due to the last communal disturbances in Calcutta? 

(b) If so, will the Government be pleased to allow the present batch of 
trainees to get the benefiUof another session’s practical training with the 
benefit of their stipends ? J 

(c) If not, why not? 

Tbs Hon’bli Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: (a) and (b) Yes. 

(c) Does not arise. 
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Hunger-strike in Krisfutfgar Jail. 

107. Mr. BIJOY SINGH NAHAR: (a) Will the Hoif'ble Minister in 
charge bf the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state if he is aware that 
Sj. Haridas Dey of Shantipur and other undertrial prisoners in Krishn&gaf 
District Jail are on hunger-strike? 

(b) Is it a fact that the undertrial prisoners were subjected to maltreat* 
ment in the said jail? 

(c) Is it a fact that they were tortured and humiliated? 

(</.) If the answers to parts (b) and (c) are in the affirmative, what step* 
do the (Government propose to take against the Jail authorities for their 
illegal highhandedness and misdeeds? 

(c) What steps the Government has taken to redress the grievances of 
the said undertrial prisoners? 

(f ) What is the condition of the hunger-striking prisoners at preseut? 

(g) For how many days did the said prisoners resort to hunger-strike? 

Mr. ABDUR RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary £on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of Home (Jails) Department]: {a) No. Four muter- 
trial prisoners of the Krishnagar Jail including Mr. Haridas Dey went on 
hunger-strike with effect from 1st February, 1047. By 8th February, 1947^ 
all of them gave it up one after another. 

(b) and (c) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 

{e) Orders have issued classifying three of them as Division I umtertriate. 
The remaining orite was released on bail on 18th February, 1047. 

(/,) The general condition of health of three of' these undertriuls, who are 
at present confined in the Krishnagar Jail, is satisfactory. 

V#) The honourable member is referred to the reply to part (a). 

Mr. BIJOY SINGH NAHAR: Arising out of (b) and (r), is the 
Government satisfied that there was no maladministration there, torture or 
humiliation of the prisoners? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Yes. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: If that is so, what was then the cause 
of the hunger-strike? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: They might have had some cause but Govern- 
ment have got no report about it. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Still there was the hunger-strike by the 
undertrial prisoners for over a week without the cause therefor known to 
Government ? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Not by all. Out of the 4 who hunger-struck, 
even from the next day some of them gave up the hunger-strike. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: The question is that surely they had 
some grievances for which they undertook the hunger-strike. I ask what 
the grievances* of the undertrial prisoners was? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Might he on the grounds of classification; might 
be that they wanted to be placed under Division I. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Classification, they could have got it 
from the court; but what was their grievance against the Government? 

Mr. MDUL RAttflD: I think that was their grievance. 
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Mr. BIJOY SINGH NAHARl Have yon any information about mal- 
administration, torture, etc.? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: We have no information about any mal- 
administration, etc. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On the issue of maladministration did 
the Government enquire what for they went on hunger-strike and if not why 
not? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: There was no maladministration. What 
exactly their grievances were I do not know. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Did not the Government enquire why 
these prisoners went on hunger-strike? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Y es. that was regarding their classification and 
they wanted to he placed under Division I. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: In which class were they before this? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: In Division II and III. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Their names are Haridas De and Kanai Pal, 
Division II undert rials; there were four altogether and all of them have 
now been released except one. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: What about the others? Three in 
Division II and three Division I? 

Mr. ABDUL RA8HID: 1 cannot say anything about that. * 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Is it not a fact that these prisoners put 
forward certain grievances and complaints in writing before they hunger- 
struck P 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I have no information. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Did you receive any written complaint 
from them? 

(No reply.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Questions over. 

Cultivable waste land. 

108. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Department of Land and Land Revenue be pleased to state 
what is the extent of cultivable waste land in Bengal, and what in particular 
is the extent of cultivable waste lands in the districts of Burawan and 
Dinajpur ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Government intend to acquire these lands with a 
view to settling them with landless labourers particularly Moslem refugees 
from Bihar and the Moslems evicted from Assam? 

(c) What is the policy behind such a move? Will Government give up 
such an effort and allow things to take their own course? 

Mr. ABDUR RASHID, ParltmenUry Seeretary (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Land and Land Revenue): (oh 

The total area of cultivable tfaste land in Bengal is 3,994,029 acres of which 
188,835 acres are in the district of Burdwan and 280,762 acres in the district 
of Dinajpur. 

(b) and (c) The honourable member may refer to the statement made in 
the Council by the Hon’ble Minister on the motion fo^ reference of the Bengal 
Acquisition of Waste Land Bill to tbe Select Committee. 
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AdJourimMit motion. 

Mr.SIJOY SINGH NAHAR: I have an adjournment motion, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Chair has received notice of an adjournment 
motion which runs as follows: — 

Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar to move that this Council do adjourn its business 
to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, 
the situation created by the decision of the Government of Bengal 
to impose pre-censorship on all news and comments criticising the 
activities of the police force in this Province, as announced in a 
Government Press Note issued on the 21st April, 1947. 

I have given my consent to it. Does the Government object? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR. May I know who is in charge of the 
Home portfolio in the Chief Minister's absence? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: The Hon'hle Minister for Finance. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: But he is not here just at present. He 
lia«. just left, I see, perhaps with your permission. 

(Hon'hle Finance Minister now entered the Chamber.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This adjournment motion is with regard to the 
pre-censorship of publications in the press, and the Chair bus given its 
consent to it: Does Government object to it? 

Tin Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. My point is thut this 
uljournment motion should have been moved the day before yesterday wheu 
he House met. This is not the first day, Sir, that the House is meeting 
ince the publication of the Press note. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, hut the point is this: The House met on that 
lay no doubt, but it had to be adjourned because very few members were 
>resent due to the difficulty of transport. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The House however met and this 
djournment motion should have been at least raised on the floor of the House 
hat day : I do not know how it cun come up today, Sir. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The Chair holds that it has not lapsed because that 
^as a day of unprecedented circumstances under which members had real 
ifficulty in getting transport. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: But Government were willing to 
rrange for transport for the opposition. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: But you subsequently went back on this. 

Mr. PRESIDENT.^ In any case, members were not present in sufficient 
•umbers and the Chair realised the difficulty of the members in attending 
he meeting on that day. There were only a very few members both on the 
government side as well as on the opiH>sition. So the House had to be 
djourned. I do not think more than just a quorum was present. 

Tlio Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: A quorum wa* present, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, but not more than just a auorum. As there 
s objection the honourable members who are in favour of the motion being 
Emitted will please rise in their seats. 

(After the members rose in their seats.) 

The requisite number has stood, so the House give consent to the motion— 

>he motion is admitted. I propose to take up the motion on Monday, when 
mall we begin? Shall *we begin at 14$ p.m. or 1-30 p.m.F Mr. Morgan. 
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Mr. C. MORGANS I suggest not earlier than 1-30 p.m. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In fact it has been brought to my notice that 1-15 
causes inconvenience to some members. Shall we agree to 1-30 P 

Mr. C. MORGAN: Yes. * 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Then the motion will be taken up at 1-30 p.m. on 
Monday next. Secretary. 

Message from the Assembly. 

SECRETARY (Dr. S. K. D. Gupta): Sir, the following messages 
have been received from the Bengal Legislative Assembly: — 

1. “The Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on the 19th 
April, 1947, agreed to the Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary 
Provisions) Extending Bill, 1947, as passed by the Bengal Legislative 
Council without any amendments. 

N. Amin, 

Speaker , Bengal Legislative Assembly." 

2. “The Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on the 1 9th 
April, 1947, agreed to the Bengal Local Self-Government Associations 
(Recognition) Amendment Bill. 1940, as passed by the Bengal Legislative 
Council without any amendments. 

N. Amin, 

Speaker , Bengal Legislative Assembly 

3. “The Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on the 19th 
April, 1947, agreed to the Cattle Trespass (Bengal Amendment! Bill, 1940, 
n8 passed by the Bengal Legislative Council without any amendments. 

N. Amin, 

Speaker , Bengal Legislative Assembly." 

4. “The Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on the 3 9th 
April, 1947, agreed to the Bengal Dentists (Amendment) Bill, 1945 as passed 
by the Bengal Legislative Council without any amendments. 

N. Amin, 

Speaker, Bengal Legislative Assembly " 


Non-official Resolutions. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Now we shall take up Resolutions. Mr. Nur 
Ahmed’s Resolution regarding Muslim University was under discussion on 
the last day and Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal was in possession of the House. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Sir, the other day I was speaking 
on this Resolution moved bjt Mr. Nur Ahmed about the foundation of a 
Muslim university in Bengal/ I rise to oppose the Resolution moved by 
Mr. Nur Ahmed. When the tension between the two major communities 
in Bengal is showing signs of being raked up in spite of the appeal of the 
leaders of both the communities ana when the minorities were feeling that 
their cause was being neglected a Resolution of this nature should not have 
Been brought before this House. It is true that* the major community 
although greater in numerical strength is comparatively weak in education 
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and may ask for greater facilities. But wliat class forms the major portion 
of the entire community? It is the poor men living in the villages. In 
spite of the difference of religion these poor people in the villages form one 
class economically. It is they who are more in need of education. The 
light of modern education should be extended to them as quickly as possible 
to make them socially and politically conscious. Instead of Averting the 
entire attention for the education of the masses the question of education 
of the children of the moneyed and propertied people is being pushed to the 
forefront with the object of sidetracking the great task ahem!. It may be 
that the educated and conscious common men refuse to agree to act as a 
tool in the hands of designing men. I am subject to correction if I say 
that a fear of this nature is at the back of such a resolution. The other 
day the Finance Minister sought to shelve the question of a grant to the 
Calcutta University for scientific research to spare money for the education 
ot the common people. The Education Minister cherishes the idea of 
inaugurating free primary education in some districts. It is strange that 
a member of their party is running counter to the wishes of their stalwarts. 
The Chief Minister and some of his following is crying hoarse for joint 
responsibilities of both the communities of Bengal on terms honourable to 
each one of them. The hand of co-operation was grasped with both hands. 
Is this the beginning of that much-circulated honourable settlement and 
co-operation by starting a university on communal lines based on religion 
only. If more universities are required in Bengal start as many as possible 
but none on communal lines. Let the universities accommodate ail with 
greater facilities for the less advanced. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed cited instances where some eminent Europeans pleaded 
tor starting. Muslim universities. It is not possible to say exactly what did 
they mean in the absence of the context. If Mr. Nur Ahmed's quotations 
are correct, which I think they are, the European gentlemen only followed 
the then time-honoured policy of divide and rule of the Government of 
England with respect to India. There has been a change in tin* outlook 
and policy and the old utterances of those gentlemen need not be taken 
seriously at present. 

ltegarding the Saddler Commission sent to India about a quarter of a 
century ago, I like to point out that commissions are set up to devise ways 
and means to meet the situation for the time being. The recommendations 
lapse with the change of circumstances. 

Mr. Nur Ahmed gave figures stating that larger number of Muhammadan 
students were m the lower classes but the number dropped considerably in 
the higher classes. This was the state of affairs many years ago. Now 
the position is much better. (The Hnti’hle Saiykd Miazz^mi rmw Hohain : 
No.) Mr. Kahir regretted the fall in the number of Muhammadan students 
ni higher classes due to economic causes. I am sorry I am to comment in 
his absence. But I look upon it from a different angle. Expense on English 
education has always been looked upon as a sort of investment. This 
education did not help in the progress of cultivation of land and lienee 
cultivators of all sections did not get any impetus. It guve money to the 
middle class. As long as this education gave profitable returns through 
jobs and professions more and more money was invested on it. At the 
beginning the Hindus somehow or other got the best returns and they 
jumped headlong into this business casting aside their ancestral callings. 
Now the Muhammadans are being provided with jobs and they are getting 
good return for their investment and so is the cry for moire university 
education. And, in fact, more Muhammadan students are now in schools 
and colleges, and better university results are now seen amongst Muham* 
madan boys and girls. The tendency towards general education has b£en 
peat. Technical education is still not very popular because the field of 
fobe in the general line is stilU wider than the technical. I do not know 
if my views are shared by this House. But I think colleges and univeraitie# 
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exclusively for technical training should be started now and without delay 
as we shall require a large number of technical men in the free India which 
is in sight. 

Mr. Badrudduja in his hurricane speech spoke highly of Islam. Certainly 
great men of advanced thought called prophets or sages propounded the 
philosophy usually called religion which has universal application. It L 
meant for the right thinking n^n to mobilise and fight against anything 
evil that surrounds human beings at any moment. Religion gives strength 
and courage. It fosters honesty in every sphere of life and hence even 
religious philosophy stands on the pivot of non-violence. As soon as a 
religion fails to bring the common man to the status of a truly honourable 
man, as soon as a religion is perverted and misused in the hands of it» 
votaries it is replaced by a more advanced philosophy to meet the changed 
circumstances. That is why newer philosophy in the name of religion ha* 
replaced the old and the worn-out one from time to time. Mr. Badrudduja 
spoke feelingly about the generosity of Islam. I share his views. But 
experience in India with the followers of that great religion has been very 
sad. Religion has brought out peoples into one fold of comradeship and 
has given power to the powerless. But as soon as power is converted into a 
political power and a property in the name of kingdom is brought undei 
control this religion is sidetracked and made to play a different role. In 
the hands of powerful and power-loving persons, in the hands of monied and 
propertied men the same leligion serves as an instrument to divide the 
people and acts us a dead weight to crush beneath it the flaming soul of a 
nation. Time has come to revise the old order and break through the hard 
crust to release the potential energy of the nation. Bui lock -carts were 
necessary when there were no roads worth the name. But with the develop- 
ment of roads newer and more efficient vehicles took their place. Similarly 
the old bullock-carts in education and religious methods require replacement. 
Modern colleges and universities should be designed to train up boys and 
girls to fit in with the advancement of the time. It is futile to suffocate the 
growing nation under the old and weather-beuten system. Lastly, if today 
the question of forming a Muslim university is raised on the ideal of the 
Aligarh University tomorrow' there is every possibility of the question of 
starting a university on the ideals of the Benares University being raised, 
and every small community living in Bengal might be prompted to demand 
a separate university for itself. Thus a continuous demand and counter- 
demand would certainly push back the great task of the education of the 
masses of this province and automatically divide India into so many warring 
camps leading to chaos and nothing else. Bengal shall have to import 
technical men from outside the province and starvation would be the only 
reward which the boys and girl* of Bengal could expect out of this chaos. 
I hope therefore that this resolution will be rejected by the House. 

The Hon'bte Mr. 8YED MUAZZAMUDDIN H0S8AIN: Mr. President. 
Sir, the resolution so ably moved by my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed certainly 
deserves the sympathetic consideration of Government. Government how- 
ever has not yet taken any decision on the point and it is of the opinion that 
a very respectable Committee of educationists of India should be set up in 
order to go into the question thoroughly and give advice as to how and 
where a Muslim university or universities should be established in Bengal, 
and whether it would be of real benefit to the Muslims of Bengal. Govern- 
ment has practically decided on setting up such a committee and we are 
already in correspondence with the Aligarn and Osmania Universities and 
they will be represented on that committee. I think Government will be 
able within a month to set upUhe committee and the committee will be nek- 
ad to report on the terms of their reference within three months. After that 
Government will consider the university should establish and where it should 
be located. 

Sir, Hie opposition has raised the question that a Muslim university 
Bengal would be antagonistic to the interests of the people of Bengal » 
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general. This is a matter in which different people hold different views. 
There af», however, several universities in other provinces of Indid itself. 
If the United Provinces could have 5 universities I do not see why Bengal 
cannot have universities of that number and if communal universities like 
the Aligarh University and the Benares University could have been establish- 
ed, why not a communal university in Bengal also? I do not see any reason 
to the contrary for the establishment of a separate university for different 
communities; for I am sure that friendship and feelings of amitv would not 
he extinguished by such a university. As a matter of fact if people are 
properly educated in their own culture and according to the peculiar ideals 
of their own civilisation and tradition they are more likely to grow up as 
good citizens and will be able to get on with their neighbours in as friendly 
spirit or probably in a better spirit ; as a matter of fact they should cease 
to wrangle with each other and more and better progress would be made if 
they were properly educated in their respective s\ stems of education. In 
fact, a great Hindu educationist of Bengal was suggesting to me the other 
day that instead of wrangling amongst ourselves it would be far better to have 
separate universities or even separate school hoards. I think. Sir, that 
this is not the opinion, of a single Hindu educationist, but there are 
many Hindu educationists who think that a separate university for the 
Muslims instead of being a curse will be a blessing to the people of the 
country. But I need not enter into that question. All I say on behalf of 
Government is that Government are seriously considering this question. 
They are going to set up a committee of respectable educationists of all- 
India fame who will report on the question of the location of the university 
in Bengal in about 4 or •> months’ time, and then, the Government will take 
whatever decision is proper. The matter is fully appreciated that it is the 
demand of Muslims of Bengal and they are very serious about it on account 
of the various causes which need not be mentioned here. The Resolution 
will be very sympathetically considered. I may say that the principle of 
the Resolution is accepted but with regard to the details it will be worked 
out by the committee and then Government will determine what action they 
will take. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, at the very beginning when I moved this most 
important Resolution from Muslim educational point of view’ I thought that 
all sections of this House would support and not consider it from a communal 
point of view and would consider it from a cultural point of view and as a 
real need of the Muslims of Bengal. But I am sorry to find that a communal 
colour has been given to this most non-communal Resolution by some 
members of the Opposition. With regard to the question of finance raised 
by some members, in my Resolution I have made it quite clear that early 
steps be taken by Government to establish a Muslim university on the line 
of Aligarh Muslim University and other similar special universities. Those 
who know the inner working of the Aligarh University know that it is not 
a Government University and it was found by the subscription of the 
Muslim Nation of India and the Central Government only contribute an 
annual grant and also made a capital grant when this university was first 
built up. My idea is that Bengal Muslim University will not be a Govern- 
ment institution. It will be an institution on the line of the Aligarh 
University and other such universities, so the apprehension in the mind 
of some members of this House that out of the 12 crores which would be 
contributed by the Central Government to Bengal, for education, a substan- 
tial portion wpuld be spent on that university, has no foundation. That 
apprehension was not justified. My idea is that this institution will be an 
autonomous university and that Government will help it with a capital as 
well as an annual grant. Now, Sir, the second point raised by another 
member of the Opposition was that a communal question has been raised 
by'thU Resolution. Today, he is not present in the House otherwise I 
would have asked him to look to his guru Maulana Abul Kalam Azad who is 
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a product of a very orthodox Muslim university, namely, Deoband Madrasah. 
There Wte other great Muslims such as Hussain Ahmed Medini, Ahrars who 
are the products of a separate orthodox Muslim university, namely, Madrasah. 

I would ask him to read the history of Islam and to see why it spread so 
rapidly. Large portion of the globe, large portion of' the world was 
converted into Islam within a short space oi 70 years’ time from the death of 
its founder and why? Because the culture " of Islam is so noble, so 
magnificent, so tolerant. Within 70 years it spread to a large portion of 
the world. Unfortunately, India was not ruled in the true spirit of Islam. 
Arabs did not rule over India. Persons who are the products of the Muslim 
universities would be most tolerant, most patriotic, most enlightened. Thev 
will be the best citizens and best friendly neighbours. They will protect their 
lives and property at the cost of their life. 

I also ask my friends on the opposite what about their Gurukul Hindu 
University. Is it not established for their own culture and tradition and 
also Hindu Benares University? There are *‘H crores of Muslims in this 
province and they require a separate university. I am fortified by the 
quotations I cited when I first moved the resolution. The Calcutta University 
Commission as far back as 1917-18 recommended the establishment of a 
separate Muslim University. *1 would appeal to my friends opposite not to 
oppose tlie resolution but to accept the resolution in the spirit in which it 
has been moved. I would ask them what they would do if they were in the 
Government and the Muslims wanted a separate university of their own. 
For our own cultural freedom, we should have a separate Muslim University. 
Our demand is very reasonable and just. In Switzerland there are separate 
universities for the German, French, Italian and other nations. I also 
quoted the opinion of an Europen u educationist. Mr. Sharpe, who said that 
to meet the Muslim demand there should be separate universities for them, 
for example at Dacca and Chittagong. Sir, 1 again appeal to the members 
of this House not to consider the question from a communal point of view. 
Sir, the Muslims today, both rich and poor, both literate ana illiterate arc 
at one in demanding a special centre for the development of their culture, 
for the revival of their tradition and their history where they may grow up 
to their full stature. Now their growth is cramped and obstructed and 
impeded by the crnmpiug atmosphere of the modern university. Sir, in this 
respect 1 allude to the quotation from Mr. M. N. Roy’s famous hook 
“Historic Hole of Islam” wherein he has written that though the Muslims 
and the Hindus have been living in this land for nearly a thousand years 
the Hindus have miserably failed to realise Muslim culture, appreciate their 
feelings and sentiments and their historical revolutionary role in Bengal. 
I also allude to the famous hook “India” by Al Beruni the famous inter- 
national traveller in the Kith century and he 1ms written that very beautiful 
book on India in which he compares the culture of vedic civilization and 
Islam and has cited instances to show that teachings of both are the same. 
Al Beruni has studied Hindu culture thoroughly and I would commend his 
book for the study of my friends. I ask my learned Hindu friend over there 
to study Islamic history to know what it says about their culture and 
sentiments and the seeming hatred now noticeable between Hindus and 
Muslims will vanish into thin air and we will have mutual regard for each 
other. Such an atmosphere should prevail and therein lies the solution of 
Hindu-Muslim problem. I again appeal to the House to support this 
motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, to the Resolution “That this Council 
is of opinion that the GovcrmITVnt of Bengal be strougly urged upon to take 
very early steps to found a Muslim university in Bengal on the lines of the 
Aligarh Muslim University and other similar special universities of the 
world and to enact suitable legislation for that purpose” an amendment has 
been moved. I shall nut the amendment to vote first and if that amendment 
is defeated then 1 shall put the original motion to vbte. 
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Now* the question ^eioxe the House is that the following amendment he 
made to tile Resolution of Mr. Nur Ahmed, namely: — 

“That for alT the words beginning with ‘‘found a Muslim uni\^iitv in 
Bengal* * and ending with “for that purpose’* , the following be substituted, 
via. : — 

“secure the advancement of Muslim education in Bengal specially with 
a view to enable the Muslim community to make up their lee-way in 
scientific and technical education by pi*oviding for free tuition 
boarding and lodging in medicine/ agriculture, the sciences and 
technologies for all meritorious students who secure more than 60 
per cent, marks in the Matriculation Examination of the Calcutta 
University or the Board of Intermediate Studies, Dacca and the 
grant of suitable stipends and scholarships to other deserving 
students selected on the recommendations of a Board composed of 
two educationists nominated by each of the Universities of 
Calcutta and Dacca.” 

The question was put and lost. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Now, I shall put the original motion to vote 
namely, that this Council is of opinion that the Government of Bengal 
be strongly urged upon to take very early steps to found a Muslim university 
in Bengal on the line of Aligarh Muslim University and other similar special 
universities of the world and to enact suitable legislation for that purpose. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move the resolution that stands in my 
name with a correction; for since I gave notice of my resolution, the salt 
duty has been abolished; therefore, with your permission I would like to 
omit the words “duty on salt” which occurs in it. My resolution would 
accordingly run thus: — 

I beg to move that this Council is of opinion that the Government of 
Bengal be strongly urged upon to make an immediate representa- 
tion to the Government of India to allot and pay. year by year, 
to the Province of Bengal at least three-fourths of the revenues 
accruing to the Central Exchequer year by year, from Central 
excise duties and full amount of duty on jute, levied and realised in 
Bengal by the Government of India by a suitable legislation or 
otherwise as contemplated in section 140 of the Government of 
India Act, 1935. 

Sir, it is an admitted tact that Bengal’s finances are in a most unsatis- 
factory condition and the province requires additional sources of revenue 
to muke up the deficit. Bengal has long been treated in a step-motherlv 
fashion by the Centre. Bengal has cried for justice but justice has always 
been denied to her by the C entre and by other provinces. Bengal is a 
province with the largest population in India with its great industries and 
the Port of Calcutta, and therefore it requires enormous sums of money to 
meet the ever-growing needs of development for the benefit of the masses 
of Bengal. Sir, it il a known fact that jute is practically a monopoly of 
Bengal, for Bihar and Assam grow hut small quantities of jute. So jute 
duty should have been a provincial subject and should have remained w'ith 
the Province of Bengal, but it is, a great part of it at any rate, being tuken 
away by the Centre, although iute is a monopoly of Bengal. Bengal has 
therefore been unjustly treated. At the time of this settlement Bengal 
wanted the full amount of the duty realised from jute, but as a result of 
the Meston Award it was only allotted half the proceeds, though later on, 
the Niemeyef Award increased the percentage of 50 to 62}. When this 
allocation was being made by Sir Otto Niemever the Bengal Government 
fought very strongly for full payment of the duty to Bengal. But now 
when Bengal want more money Bengal should have the full amount of the 
jute duty. The demand made to the Centre to give us the whole duty is a 
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just demand. ^Sir, I have given figufe and made a *fcafement to show how 
Bengal has beeh very unjustly treated in connection with the allocation of 
reventtf* At the time of Meston Award Bengal’s wH$le revenue was 
calculated to be 25 crores. But Bengal was left with $8.7 crores, that is 
only 25 per cent., while Madras out of Rs.2& crores get 40 per cent, and 
other provinces 60 per cent. But at the time of the Neimyer Award some 
justice was done and a little increase in the percentage was given. Bengal 
at the time when Meston Committee met, used to realise about 28 crores 
as income tax. Now* according to some calculation the amount has been 
raised to 100 crores but Bengal gets only 20 per cent., as compared to 
Bombay which although contribute smaller sum get a equal percentage. 
One of the Bengal’s other difficulties is there being permanent settlement 
its revenue is inelastic. It is not expanding, as in tbe case of Punjab and 
other provinces. As regards excise duty it is also most inelastic. In 
Bengal unless the permanent settlement is abolished no income will come. 
So Bengal is handicapped in every matter. With regard to the nation 
building subjects' Bengal’s expenditure is 14 per cent, whereas in Punjab 
and Madras the expenditure on nation building subjects is about' 86 per 
cent. — 86 per cent, against 14 per cent, of Bengal. In spite of fertile land 
of Bengal and density of population Bengal is handicapped in this respect. 
So my Resolution is a simple one. I want the Central Government to do 
justice to Bengal by agreeing to pay the full amount of duty on jute, levied 
and realised in Bengal by the Government of India by a suitable legislation 
or otherwise as contemplated in section 140 of the Government of India 
Act. Sir, the Calcutta port is the greatest port in India. So Bengal can 
rightly ask for a larger portion of the excise duty from the Centre. I do 
not think any opposition should be made. But unfortunately I find that 
recently there is a tendency on the part of the Opposition to oppose any 
suggestion from this side to ask for grant from the Centre. I appeal 
to the House to support this Resolution which ask for justice only. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Motion moved that this Council is of opinion that 
the Government of Bengal be strongly urged upon to make an immediate 
representation to the Government of India to allot and pay, year by year, 
to the province of Bengal at least three-fourths of the revenues accruing 
to*the Central Exchequer, year by year, from Central excise duties and full 
amount of duty on jute, levied and realised in Bengal by the Government 
of India by a suitable legislation or otherwise as contemplated in section 
140 of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I would like to oppose this resolu- 
tion. My grounds are these: I am not at all in favour of increasing the 
financial strength of a communal Government. This is my view. The way 
they have dealt with the finances of Bengal for the last 10 years is simply 
amazing. It will be remembered that in 1937 the income was 12 crores or 
thereabout and we managed to balance our receipts as well as expenditure. 
At that time Bengal was indebted to the Centre to the tune of Rs.8 crores. 
The Government of India actually wrote off the amount and placed tbe 
finances of this province in such a way that Bengal could start with a clean 
slate. Four years went in this way. Government of Bengal used to manage 
with the income. Then the revenue rose from 16 crores to 22 crores and 
at that time the expenditure went up by 10 crores that is to about Rs.33 
crores. Then next year the income rose to 30 crores the expenditure went 
up to Re, 40 crores. Then we have come to the present year when we find 
our income is about 40 crores and our deficit amounts to Rs.25 crores. Last 
year 13 crores and this year 12 crores. That is tbe way our finances are 
being dealt with. Sir, a strong memorandum has been sent to tbe Govern- 
ment of India by the Bengal Legislative Assembly showing bow the present 
communal Government is placing ducks and drakes with the finances of 
Bengal, showing how they do not deserve any help whatsoever from the 
Centre in any way. Whenever they got money in their hands they knew 
how to squander them away for the support of their own followers, also ha 
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schemes w*uuu »re communal ad$l had nothing to do wlfh the general 

good of Ibe masses, This being the situation I am not at all in support of 
any scheme whic% will give more money at the hands of the communal 
GoVernme»t«#nleis the whole structure of this Government is changed. 

It has bean sanl that representation should be made to the Government 
of India to get hold of the entire amount of jute duty. Now, Sir. they are 
getting a certain percentage — a good percentage on that account of jute. 
They are also getting a substantial amount from income-tax. But they are 
.squandering away the money for which in some instances no vouchers even 
were kept and for which the Auditor and the Accountant-General had to 
be criticised. Therefore so long as they do not spend moneys for the better- 
ment of the condition of the general masses of the people and so long aa 
they do not give evidence of having shed communal partiality, 1 cannot 
.support any such resolution, which will seek to place more money at the 
disposal of this Government. They are squandering away Bengal's finances 
right and left. 

With these words, Sir, I oppose the resolution, 

Mr. BIJOY 8INCH NAHARi Sir, I was surprised that Mr. Nur 
Ahmed moved this resolution. We all know that the party to which 
Mr. Nur Ahmed belongs will never ask any subvention from the Central 
Government because their party says that they do not want to be with the 
Cnion of the Central Government of India and that they want a separate 
Bengal absolutely out of the control of the Central Government. Such 
being the case why should a member of that party want their own Govern- 
ment to go to the Central Government with a beggar’s bowl. It is really 
i idiculous that a member of the Muslim League Party which really believes 
m the separate existence of Bengal should at the same time desire that the 
Muslim League Government should approach the Central Government saying 
that they require this sum and that sum for this and that. I really cunnot 
follow* this logic and so 1 was surprised when Mr. Nur Ahmed moved this 
resolution. Sir, at least I do not feel I should oppose this resolution inas- 
much as every Government, every institution and every province w r ou!d 
like to have more money flow’ into their coffers to improve the condition of 
the people. Sir, if the Government of Bengal gets more money, really 
improve the condition of the masses certainly we should not gruiige out, 
n< our esteemed friend Mr. Ibis put it and explained it to the House, we 
do not want more money to be put into the hands of the present Government 
here which has failed to do any real service to the country. For the last 
10 long years we do not find that the Government has in any way helped the 
people of Bengal, helped in the improvement of the Province as a whole. 
When they are getting comparatively more money they have not corres- 
pondingly provided more facilities to ameliorate the condition of the people 
of the province. They have not done anything of the kind. They have 
really played ducks and drakes with the money placed in their hands; they 
have squandered aw’ay the money of the Provincial Exchequer. Even with 
the increase in the revenue they nave never been able to balance the budget. 
Always we have found that the Provincial Exchequer is a deficit Exchequer. 
Always we have found' that the Bengal Government is short of money 
during all these 10 long years when the Government has been in the hands 
of the party to which the present ministry belongs. Sir, in these circum- 
stances we do not feel that we should even support this measure, that we 
should ask for more money from the Central Government because we know 
the money will be squandered away; the money will be spent in any manner 
they like, to help one communal party against another and in various other 
manners and probably in an undesirable manner. The money might be spent 
on departments* like the Civil Supplies Department where scandalous affairs 
«re going on, which the Hon’ble Minister knows and even the members of 
the other side of the House have expressed their views that on the Civil 
Supplies Department and such other uneconomic departments money is being 
squandered away and spent in useless channels. 
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Witt these words, Sir, I oppose, the motion. 

to"’ ^d^ta^/howItr^NaS^ ?“"**♦ ^ 

case. He says that this Muslim League Partv shoiddmtft^ *j put bis 
any subvention from the Government oUndia becauaeft ““Im • J dem j nde<! 
for Bengal from the Indian Union, but it is due ! ^ independence 

other party which does not want freedom for Bengal tkt tS 17 °j , the 
got to be made. If we ask fon. a subvention fmm *uo tlu8 demand has 
the time being; as soon as Bengal becomes independent”^ will f ° r 
income-tax and customs duties and -jute duties nn,l nil?*’ J®- 1 ,, laTe °ur 
selves and shall not be required to part vrt h any part of f ° Ur ' 

At present the Central Government takes away half of thVt * th ® C r nt L re ' 
province and that is why this nnc.til /Iu . f the revenues °f this 
with an independent Bengal there will be no necelsHWm^an” ’ ot ^ erwise ' 
from any party. Mr. Lalit Chandra Das has said that !h' • y subventl0 » 
Government and a communal partv Mr ^U a A,? * * ^ 8 , 18 a communal 
that although apparently the Sfuafim r^nm* ± 8 ?°^,P er ^ a P 8 understand 
to the Muslims only! yet it is aparty ?h e £{£ “ f k “ ow “ &s 
of this province anil not for the benefit of the ° e ,^ ene ?' a ^ masses 

csr£A 3 Cs S&asr jt ■ 

Mussalmans, scheduled castes and other c^mi^ties^ThlJ 01 ^ 811 t tlns . tlme 
of their own connnunalism. they w o h « e robbed „ ”?* ashan ? ed 

the League wants independence^ Be ngll fSle C^tr ’and' ' T. t” 
done so much for the people, they call that party a communal Jart^ 11 ^ 

With these words I again support the resolution 

-« Eys “ ° d x°a ivvr ■ 

Minister has already moved the Governmprtf T„cr 1 1 6 i , duet 
for getting the full amount o^ our demand 

* this , House I made it clear that if the ^ 

progressive drv. l, ,1„, pro , inc ,f Ow XS “J, ?E,! 

W 5 !-=tfa yg&JsM t 
.tz^Zipi 1 : i 

Das P an°d en M aff % h’ ^''erefore. do not understand why Mr. Lalit Chandra 
province ffBengaT t'nT*' * ^itimate demand on behalf of the 

3oZ‘ ir'-'SZ & » 

toM I Jl lna w^ OVernme v t ’*' >Ut 1 over - con ‘munaI Government. ) I have alreadv 

SS tt *SteiS;st it*? : 

bifunTh^oIP °p th? j scll . edu,ed castes and of the Caste Hindus ^TwelL 
one narHr w*' Pres,d ‘‘ ncle ?- namely. Madras and Bombay there is nofonlv 
one party, but one community Government. So, if anv Government can be 
mlled communal it is the Governments of Madras and Bombay because the 

Sr£r.it e n r com r ed on v .< ” «£ iLlssTwS 

eEL- f P °* e Sla very legitimate demand. I need not howler 
enter into any oontroveray about this which may not be atrictly relevant but 



1947 .] 


SON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTIONS. 


618 


it is a pity that being a Bengalee he does not want to see her free and does 
not want her financial resources being increased. It is indeed a great pity. 
I can understand Mr. Nahar opposing this demand but not Mr. Das 
(Mr. Buoy Singh Nahar : W hat is the difference between a Nahar and 
a Dus. - ') I cannot certainly understand Mr. Das opposing to a proposition 
which will bring money for the benefit of the people of this province. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Because this new money will be squander- 
ed and frittered away, and it will not go to the benefit of the people of the 
province 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALIs Well. Sir, I do not want to take 
up more time of the House. But I may say that it the Resolution is accepted 
by the House necessary steps will be taken by the Government of Bengal 
to place the demand before the Government ot India. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN (Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta): The question before the 
House is that this Council is of opinion that the Government of Bengal 
be strongly urged upon to make an immediate representation to the Govern- 
ment of India to allot and pay, year by year, to the province of Bengal at 
least three-fourths of the revenues accruing to the Central Exchequer, year 
h\ year, from Central excise duties and lull amount of duty on jute, levied 
and realised in Bengal by the Government of India by a mutable legislation 
or otherwise as contemplated in section 140 of the Government of India Act 
]!l4o. 

The motion was put ami agreed to. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. 8HAH00DUL HAQUE: I beg to move that this 
Council is of opinion that the existing system ol making promotions in 
various ranks of Calcutta Police on the recommendation of a Selection Board 
in which Hindus predominate has tailed to safeguaid the interests of the 
Muslim officers and urges upon Government to appoint an impartial body, 
siK’li as Public Service Commission to re-examine with reference to service 
records the cases ot all officers, whether piomoted or not, which have been 
oiisidered by Selection Boards since ]!M(). 

Sir. I consider this to be a modest lesolution which 1 expect the opposi- 
ion will not oppose. Previously the system of making promotions 
n the various ranks of the Calcutta Police was by holding examina- 
and as a lesult of the examination a list used to 1 m* drawn 
>1' <>f the office] s who passed that lost and juomotion.s used to ho 
u«»de seriatim m order of meiit fiom thal list. But in 104!) a Selection 
Hoard was appointed wlindi is piedonunated by Hindus and since then it 
ias been found that Muslim office! s' legitimate lights have been trampled 
h>wn. In this connection I would refer to paiagiapiis 2C4I, dated loth dune 
444. 41 17. dated 17th duly PM4. MV), dated 41st Oetobei l‘»4ti, of the Police 
'outtr from which it will appear that in ( aleutta Police from PM] to PMf> 
main as 124 Sub-Iiispectois weie appointed or piomoted hut out of this 
44 Sub-Inspectors only 4l> Muslims g<j the promotion and the rest were all 
1 nidus. From this styte of affairs it u appaient that the legitimate rights 
nd privileges of the Muslim officeis saving in the Calcutta Police have 
'cen trampled down. In moving this resolution I have made a very modest 
♦•quest to have an impartial body such as the Public Service Commission 
hich will command the confidence of all the different sections in this House 
o examine all the cases and after examination if they find that the grievances 
re real to redress them. As I have said in the Selection Board the Hindus 
redominate my friends opposite will at once say that I have raised a 
nmmunal issuq. When they speak of Muslims it is all national hut When 
‘e speak of Hindus it is all communal. That is the rub. There are many 
luslims working in subordinate capacities in the different branches of the 
ublic service and unfortunately their Hindu bosses have seldom been found 
> be generous enough to recommend for their Muslim subordinates* lift in 
ie various Departments. Here in Calcutta Police, thev have to work undo* 
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heavy pressure, what a strenuous effort the police have to make ih protecting 
the life and property of their ownselves as well as of the pfcople when they 
go to bring- a situation under control. However much we may speak against 
the police it is they who endangering their lives try to bring the situation 
under control. I appeal to my friends opposite that they should not oppose 
the resolution, because it does not mean anything wrong, only justice and 
fairness demand that there should he an enquiry into the injustice done to 
some persons in ignoring their claims to higher promotion. 

Sir, with these words, I cdfnmend my resolution for the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr. CHAIRMAN (Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta): Motion moved that tln> 
Council is of opinion that the existing system ot making promotions m 
various ranks of Calcutta Police on the recommendation ot a Selection Boa id 
in which Hindus predominate has failed to safeguard the interests of the 
Muslim oificcis ami urges upon Government to appoint an impartial body, 
such as, Public Service Commission to re-examine with reference to service 
records the eases of all officers, whether promoted or not, which have been 
considered by Selection Boards since 1940. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, 1 rise to oppose this motion moved 
by my friend Mr. Shahoodu! Ilaque. It breathes rank eommunalism and 
it is mischievous, lie has not supplied us with any material as to how tln> 
♦Selection Board in which according to him, Hindus predominate uctualh 
failed to discharge their duties. This should have been proved In tacts anil 
figures but I am sorry to say that that has not been done. My friend should 
also remember that Calcutta is a non-Muslim cit\. It ha> only lid per cent. 
Muslims and so it is a predominantly Hindu nt\ and therefore it is not 
surprising that the Selection Board should consist ot more Hindus. But 
its present composition ma\ not have even Hindu majority. We fail to 
understand why its work should be re-examined by the Public Service 
Commission. It seeuis to me, Sir, that there has been condemnation before- 
hand for nothing and by thus condemning the Selection Board it is desired 
that its action should be scrutinized and examined b\ the Public Service 
Commission. No wrong lias been shown to have been done by them lequn- 
ing the Public Service Commission to sit in judgment over them. The 
Public Service Commission has its own duties and t hey have been entrusted 
to make selection of officers of certain grades and to that extent onlj, if 
they so please, they may revise their own actions and see how tai they are 
correct but they have no business to poke their nose into the affairs of the 
Selection Board under notice. Recently, Sir, we know what has been done 
without the authority of the Selection Board. The Hon’hle Mr. Suhrawanh . 
Sir, has actually imported into the Calcutta Armed Police about 900 Punjabi 
Muslims as constables. Did he get the consent of the Selection Board? We 
have not been yet told by the mover ot the resolution whether in the mattei 
of importing these 900 Punjabi Muslims and enlisting them in the armed 
section of the Calcutta constabulary this Selection Board was at all 
consulted. From the notice which is appearing clailv in the newspaper 
I find notice in the “Amritu Bazar Patrika” even today — it appears that .i 
further draft of Punjabi Muslims will be taken into the armed section of 
the Calcutta constuhulun . Who is doing all these? The question was put 
to the lion'hle Mr. Suhrawardy in the Assembly to explain why so many 
outsiders have been and are being brought in and the reply given by him 
was to the effect that it was necessary to bring about a balance in the rank* 
of the police force to balance the non-Muslims there. Because there were 
about 1 ,‘JOO Hindu constables armed as well as unarmed in the Calcutta 
constabulary they must be balanced by importing as many as 900 Punjabi 
Muslims and appointing them, in the armed force. How outrageous! 'this 
they have already done and they intend to import more. They have totally 
ignored the simple fact that Calcutta is really a non-Muslim city where 
79 per cent, of the population are Hindus In these selections, I ask the 
jnover — where is the Selection Board? 
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I sibmit, , Sr, no case has been made out why the Selection Board should 
be damned beforehand. No facts and figures have been placed before u» 
to show how they have failed in their duty. We infer that there is thin 
attack by a communalist, that they are discharging their duties quite well and 
there is absolutely no reason why their action should be scrutinised bv a. 
foreign body such as the Public Service Commission. 

With these words, Sir, I oppose this motion. 

Mr. BIJOY SINGH NAHAR: I move that the question he now put. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir I have no mind to deliver a long speech on 
this resolution. 11ns resolution, in my opinion, is a ies„!ution which seeks 
justice lor those Muslim officers in the Calcutta Police who feel that their 
just claims have been disregarded. Stir, in this resolution the request is 
that the cases ot those Muslim officers should he ie-o.\annned hv the Ptihlio 
Service ( omiiiission, which is an impartial body. Cnlortu.uilefv the words 
Hindus predominate occur m the resolution. Ot course 1 do not like to 
wound the feelings ot my Hindu colleagues in an\ way That is wliv I 
used the expression "non-Muslims" in place of "Hindus" in ,m resolution. 
Sir. I find that although we have all been living under the same skv breath- • 
iii- tlu> Mime air, conducting ourselves as good neighbours for ltm ,V than a 
thousand years, now evil time has come upon us and then* cannot he unv 
den\ ing the fact that today there is an atmosphere of distnist and hatred 
unionist these two great communities who so long wore inhabiting this 
jireat land ot India in peace and harmony. Sir, it i.s most untortunate that 
Indians wlio iiave ever thought ot the glorious past ot India and ot the 
glorious future of India should not think in terms ot the independence of 
India: this is indeed a sorry stale ot affairs. Sir, mv friend suvs it is a 
communal matter: Sir, whenever a community asks for justice it is called 
communal, and not only communal, but also super-communal excessive 
communal and something more. Kxcepl for the use ot the words “Hindus 
predominate which may be taken as a reflection on the great Hindu 
community there is nothing in tins resolution to show that it is u communal 
resolution. I he resolution merely seeks justice tor a section ot officers who 
are Muslims. Vs hat is wrong here I do not know. Mv friend has also said 
that this city of ( alcutta is not a Muslim city. I admit that the Hindus 
piedominate m the city of (alcutta hut there are Muslims here also and 
according to their own theory of the Hindus and Muslims forming one 
nation, where is the harm it one section of that nation seeks justice and 
a^ks for review of their case by a special impartial tribunal? Is there 
any communahsm in it? According to my friend’s theory Muslims and 
Hindus form one nation; so why should one grudge justice being done 
to the Mussulmans ? Sir, time was when in Bengal both the communities 
i*ere working peacefully together in spite of differences between these 
two great communities, but today anything which is done by the Muslim- 
predominant Ministry is looked upon with suspicion and is given a bad 
name, and anything done or moved on this side ot the House ia 
railed communal without looking info the merits and demerits the nrox 
ami com of the mutter involed in it. Sir, I very much regret to sav that 
it is this sort of mentality that is responsible for the springing un of th* 
question of partition of India and Bengal. Had our friends actually done 
justice to the minority communities as they have declared in meetings 
and resolutions there would have been no question of Pakistan. Sir even 
a great lover of India, both of Hindus and Mussulmans. Cases had to 
admit that the great Hindu officers even did not always do justice to the 
Muslims. That is a great indictment against officers* ot the Hindu com- 
munity. I am sorry to say so but that is the opinion expressed bv a great 
foreigner who was administratively and intimately connected with Bengal 
«nd who very recently left this province. I ask* mv friend to consider 
this resolution from the position of the mover of this motion and think 

he would have done under similar circumstances. Sir, the Muslima 
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liave suffered much during these 180 years of British rule: they have not 
got justice and their just claims have been “overlooked and neglected and 
they have b^en reduced to the position of hewers of wood and drawers of 
waiter from a ruling nation. Now there has be£n an awakening and they 
are demanding justice. But some of the members say that it is a com- 
munal Resolution. It is very unfortunate that communal colour is given 
in everything as if they have got a communal phobia, specially my learned 
friend Mr. Das always see smithing communal in every subject that is 
put before the House from this side. It is not a question of communalism. 
It is a question of justice, we are seeking justice for a certain portion of 
the Muslim officers of the Calcutta Police. With these words I support 
the Kesolution. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI; Sir, I suggest that the House he 
adjourned now as sufficient time is required to reply to the Resolution. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT : All right, the House stands adjourned till 1-30 p.m. 
on Monday next. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-30 p.m. on Monday, the 28th April, 
1047. 


Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 23th 
April 1047:- 

( 1 ) Mr. L. V. S. Bourne. 

(2) Khan Buhudur Syed Abdur Rashid Chowdhury. 

(3) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Kric Dermot Doyne. 

(o) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Kassal Kllahi. 

(0) Mr. Mungturam Jaipurin. 

(7) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan. 

(8) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kahir. 

(0) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanobish. 

(10) The Hon’hle Mr. Trunk Nath Mukerjeu. 

(11) Mr. T. B. Nitnmo. 

(12) Dr. Kmmnl Sunknr Hay. 

(13> Mr. Bisuanath Hoy. 

til) Mr. S\ed Kassle Hahhi Chowdhury. 
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First Session, 1947— No. 33. 


Th£ Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Monday, the 28th April, 1947, at 1-80 p.m., being the 
thirty-third day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 62(2) (a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1035. 

Mjl President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.j.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


Oath of Members. 

% * 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, before the proceedings of the House 
commence 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. Order, order. Members desiring to make aud 
subscribe oath may do so now. 

The following member took the oath: — 

Mr. Alexander McLaren. 


Transport facilities and curfew permits for Members. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8. On a point of privilege, Sir 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR; Sir, I have an alarming news to put 
before the House. Yesterday I had it on the authority of a recognised 
news service that lawlessness is prevailing in Bhola. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT; Order, order. Mr. Has rose on a point of piiviioge 
and a point of privilege gets precedence over everything else. Yes, Mr. 

Das. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8; Sir, today, Mr. Bijoy Singh Nnhar, 
one of the members of our party who was to move the adjournment motion 
today, has been prevented from coming to the I foil*** . It is the privilege 
ot the member of the Legislature or should he the privilege of the member 

the Legislature to be free to attend aud go out of the Council or the 
Assembly. In this particular case by an order promulgated by the Govern- 
ment lie has been prevented from coming to this Council uud move the 
adjournment motion stauding in his name. Under the ciicumstances we 
w «nt that the Government should give protection to the members of the Legis- 
lature so that they ma^ freely come to the Legislature anti go back. Now, 
Wt * want that the business be adjourned till he is allowed freely to come 
here and begin the work. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR. Sir, my submission in this connection 
"°uld be that our membership cards may be treated as permits us suggested 
by the Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali, on the last occasion. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state what he 
proposes to do with regard to the curfew permits. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I may again state Jfrhat I have 
already stated for the information of the Hon’ble Minister as he was not 
present then. * 
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I was saying, Sir, that it is the privilege of the* ibehaWr of legist 
ture to come to the Legislature and go hack to h^gfar luras# Vithout 
obstruction* from any quarter whatsoever. Thitf privilege *ie not being 
obaervedat all. In this particylar case one member of our party, Mrt Bijoy 
Singh Nahar, has-been prevented from coming to the Legislature by an 
order of Government — bv the curfew order. I say, Sir, that Government 
should see to it that so far as the Members are concerned they oU come 
Jreely to the Council and go back to their respective homes witfkmt any 
Mfostruction from any quarter * so long as the House sits or so long as it 
pleases the Government to continue the sittings of the Houses And, 
secondly, Sir, I would urge that, as Mr. Nahar could not come to-day to 
move his adjournment motion on account of the curfew order suddenly 
imposed in his area the business of the House to-day should be ]>ostpone<] 
till the day he is enabled to come freely and go back. 

The Hovt’bla Mr. MOHAMMED ALIS I am really sorry for the^ncon- 
vemence cuused to the members of the Legislature. Government have 
decided to order for the issue of curfew passes to members of the Lcgislatuie 
to enable them to come to the Legislatures and to go back to their hoffics, 
but it will necessarily take a day or two to arrange for the priming, etc , 
of these permits but the decision lias been made. I was at Lai Bazar tins 
morning and 1 had a discussion with the Commissioner of Police and it has 
been decided to grant curfew passes to members of the Legislature so a* 
to enable them to come to the Legislature for legislative work and to go 
back to their respective homes. 


As regards the business of the House on the Order Paper of to-day we 
shall have no objection if it is taken up to-morrow. The information was 
conveyed to me regarding Mr. Nuhar’s inability to come to the House but 
it was very late. I think Mr. Kashid, acting Chief Whip of the Upper 
House, was requested to arrange for his transport hut I do not know what 
he has done because I have just come to the House and I was under the 
impression that he was trying to contact the Transport Department for a 
transport to be sent to ktr. Nahar. Evidently there was not much time 
within which to urrange this and to enable Mr. Nahar to be present when 
the House met to-day. Necessarily it may take some time to arrange this 
and if it will inconvenience the members of the House and waste their time 
unnecessarily till Mr. Nahar came we on this side of the House shall have 
no objection if this subject is taken up to-morrow. 


Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: In this connection may I make a sug- 
gestion, Sir, that the Membership Cards may be treated as curfew passes in 
the meantime. 


Mr. GEORGE MORGAN: What I would suggest to the Government, 
when there is this trouble going on in the city and there is all this difficulty 
in attending the Council — without doing anything at all — is to have the 
Council adjourned just now to have a short monsoon session instead of ibis 
stupid sort of sessions we are having now. We do not know whether we aie 
going to work to-morrow. Something may happen — there may be mote 
killings and stabbings and consequently more curfews. Life is not worth 
living and we cannot apply our mind to anything. In these circumstances 
T suggest that the Council be adjourned now till say July and if the 
Government will fix a 4-week session then we can get all the legislative 
business done in no time. 


Mr. BIREN ROY: It is very hot too now. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR JJUTTA: I would like to support the observa- 
tions made by the Lender, of the European Groun. Indeed, Sir, looking 
at the abnormal conditions in Calcutta now not onlv do I support the sug- 
gestion of Mr, Morgan but I would go further ana say that the House b* 
prorogued, adjourned sine die. Of coui^e there are many Bills to be taken 
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Darjeeling is not very pleasant at present. There 


I have just conic from 


«JP * 3Pf* B0W ' 5ecaus j e a P art from the question of tne di&cuk* 

ties J|*ie y^pfL'the members attending the Council life in Calcutta haa 
almost fcecome ^inbearable. Just when one goes to sleep he does not know* 
whal mil happen at night and in the morning he may find that*e cannot 
move out of his house, curfew having been enforced in that arealor ao*e- 
thing ^toward that happened in the night. This is certainly not a mod# 
of mm _ which any member can apply his mind to any work at all, and ♦ 
I tmnf *the other side will also agree with me and are unanimously ofJJMr 
view that the House ought to be prorogued till better times came. 

^ 47 CHANDRA DA8: May I make an alternative 
suggestion? The alternative suggestion is this. It the Government 
„ so very anxious that the legislative work should he continu- 
ed and should go on uninterruptedly we may lie taken to Dar- 
jeeling m the same manner as the V . V. Government has taken 
all file members of the V. P. Legislature to Naini Tal. Take us to Darieel- 
:i,g; we are ready; otherwise we support what has been stated bv 
Mr. Morgan. J 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 

are troubles. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H : 

Darjeeling; it is not so hot as you suppose, Sir. 

The Hon’bla Mr. MOHAMMED ALI : Sir. 1 must record „>v most 
emphatic protest against the unkind expression used bv Mr Morgan He 
used the expression “stupid session ’. Government cannot permit hool’igaiis 
and miscreants to paralyse the legislative activities ot Government. There- 
fore, we cannot agree either to adjournment or prorogation of the House 
when we have such emergency legislations on the anvil. So far as the 
question raised by tile Leader of the Opposition is concerned, I would like 
to endorse the views expressed by you. Sir, sometime back that in an emer- 
gency the House should rather lie always in session and we cannot avoid 
our responsibilities ami go away without discharging them, simply because 
some s ray incidents occur in the city. Therefore, 1 request you, Sir, to 

tion'of the Houle "° l 10 I,rt “ HS el,h *' r for adjournment or prorugu- 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 

tiansport for honourable niemlii 

Sit for some time. Not all honourable members are ill possession of car* 

■ mi even if curfew permits are made available to them they might find it 
hthcult even then to attend meetings ot this House. They should therefore 
>e provided with sufficient transport facilities. 

'houbf Mr * MOHAMMED ALI: Is it then suggested that transport 

members? aVUllable as w ‘‘ 11 a8 <l,rtew Permits f«u all honourable 

• 

tl, T» r# P^ E ®* D ENT» I think leaders of the different groups might surnilv 

ts-stte s™ J 

Z' u tV, 1 az b “‘'* 1 “■ -* 

hensive ”° n ’ b,# **> MOHAMMED ALI: The list should be a compre- 
w?uld »r e i’ l,r't T, r ,n ^ r thos *' 1 members who want transport I 

of til; kt V 5 baTe . “ hst ? howln tf the names of members who have cars 
need nit HI a " d ^Pb’ required curfew permits, the idea being that they 
xSh Lf " ny i tra “ 8 P?,^- < -P rfew permits will cover only the vehicles in 

ntaflaW. L tr ?b e t aDd l°\ . b ? P er f Dnl '<■ 'hem. Curfew iiermits will be 
aiiable for the transport Vehicle only and it will cover all the persons in 


Tilt* re is one point more and that is about providing 
jbers. I think this matter has been hanging 
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the vehicle. There will be no necessity for curfew permits 4 for eadh jaiem- 
ber travelling in that vehicle. Those curfew permits* !•*»*' mention the 
number of the vehicle also. I do not think a separate pemit can be issued 
to # each niember. i 


^ Mr. BIREN ROYS But suppose, Sir, there is a breakdown in tic* 
^ service ; then what happens? And if he finds himself in a curfew area? 

^Blr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Will the Hon’ble Finance Mimste, 
kindly listen to me? Suppose, a member is travelling by tram and he hn- 
no permit with him, and that tram car service breaks down. What will 
happen to the member in this case? * 


Mr. PRESIDENT: May I reply to that point? It is really a personal 
privilege and I hope Government will issue permits by name and make 
them available to honourable members personally : that would simjjflih 
matters. 


The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I hope you will realise, Sii, 
that Government are going to arrange transport and that is really satisfying 
one of their privileges. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: But thei •e is one difficulty. As pointed out by 
Mr. Biren Roy, there may be a breakdown of the conveyance, or on a parti- 
cular day his car is not available. Will he in that case attend the meeting 
or not? It is a member’s privilege to attend meetings of the Legislature, 
it is the most important privilege attached to the membership of this House 
and I hope Government will see that members are not in any way incon- 
venienced in attending meetings or returning to their houses. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, Government cannot take 
steps on hypothetical suggestions made by Mr. Biren Roy. Anything may 
happen, but we will go ou the piesumption that there is no breakdown; not 
is it to be supposed that the car in the possession of Mr. Roy will sustain 
a breakdown. 


Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUZA: It is not a hypothetical suggestion. It i> 
quite possible that in some cases there may be a breakdown of the ear or it 
may be the car has been sent to the workshop for repairs and in su- h erse- 
we huve to come by luickney carriage. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The driver may not he available because he is living 
in an area where curfew has been declared 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: it may happen, Sir, that a particular 
member may have one cur for his own use and another for his son and it 
may be that his own car is engaged in that case he will not be able to use 
the car unless he has the curfew permit in his own name. So it you issue 
one permit for one car he cannot use the other car 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: The permit may be used tor tin- 
alternate car. But we cannot come to a final decision now. We can 
examine it but cannot give effect to this now. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is there to examine I cannot understand. I 
hope Government can manage it without much examination and much ios> 
of time. It is a privilege of members of the legislature to come to the 
House and to return home freely. So the liermit should not be attached to 
particular vehicles hut the permits should be issued to members personally. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: May «we know whnt i« the answer? 

Tta Hon’bi. Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot give you an answer 
offhand. But I may »ay that it is 4>nlv because Government respect the 
privilege of the member of the House that is why they have arranged for 
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the isstie of permit. We are already arranging for facilities for members 
to attend the Legislature in view ot the difficulty and when we wanted to 
issue vehicle permit I think members should realise that it covers all cars, 
jiow that the members want to have individual permit we shall have to 
examine it from that point of view. 1 do not see any reason why it should 
not be possible to have such permits but we shall have to examine it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: In that case, Sir, till the matter is 
decided better adjourn the House. We cannot take risk at every step. 
Government ought to have sufficient respect for the members of the House, 
it is the privilege of the member to attend the House freely aud Govern- 
ment are to see that that i aoility is available. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI : All right, Sir 
Disturbances at Bhola. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 draw \ our attention to the 
alarming slate id things going on at Rliola and lawlcssmss is pievailing in 
jihola now. Some persons .ire secielh tiaming the use ot lathi play ami 
other things and standing crops belonging to eeitain community are being 
looted aud there are cattle lilting- 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: What is that you are leading from? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: 1 am leading horn a Uniter] i’ress 
message. It was published in the various papers \esteida\. J think, Sir, 
the attention ot the Government has been diawn to (lie information pub- 
lished \esteida\. May 1 know what step-* Government are going to take 
to eheck this lawlessness then* inuu spieadmg it toother parts of the 
district. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 have not received any 
official report regal ding w hat b.is been staled b\ Mi. Mazumdar. 1 shull 
make an enquin into the mattci and I hope 1 shall lie in a position either 
toimu low or the day attei- possibh tomouow -to make a statement. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: 1 pm pose to give notice of a short- 
notice question regarding tins incident. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: You cannot have both. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mi M azumdar, as the flon'ble Minister has already 
said that he would make a statement tomonow, 1 do not think you need put 
m a short-notiee question. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Without prejudice to the other adjourn- 
ment motions. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Other adjournment motions are not before the 
House. You cannot take up other adjournment motions until the one 
admitted has been disposed of. 

The House stands adjourned till 1-30 p.ui. tomorrow . 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 1-30 p.m. on Tuesday, the 29th 
April, 1947. 
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Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting, held on the 28th 
April, 1947: — 

(1) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(2) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne, 

(•‘I) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Chowdhury, 

(4) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury, 

(5) Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury, 

(6) Mr. Erie Derinot Doyne, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazal Kllahi, 

(8) Mr. Mangturam Jaipuria, 

(9) Allhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan, 

(10) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir, 

(11) The Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjea, 

(12) Mr. J. B. Nimmo, 

(18) l>r. Kumud Sankar Ray. 

(14) Mr. Md. Taufiq, and 

(15) Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar. 
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WEST BE|K«AL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 


First Session, 1947— No. 34 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Building 
Calcutta, on the 29th April, 1947, at 1-30 p.m. being the thirty-fourth day 
of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 62 (2) (a) of the Government 
of India Act, 1935. 

Mr, President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Pkosad Singh Roy, k.c.i.s.) was 
in the Chaij. 


Disturbances at Chetla and Bhola. 

Mr. LALIT CH/VNDRA DAS: Sir, will not the Home Minister be 
present to-day ? 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY : Sir, I gave notice of a short- 

notice quotion and you, I understand, passed it on but up till now I have 
not got any information when that question is going to be replied to, 
whether the question will he at all replied to. It is as regards the 
happenings at Chetla. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I undei stand that it has been sent to the Secre- 
tariat. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: May I enouire through you, 
Sir, whether the Government can throw any light in this matter. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: 1 do not know what is the position. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: With reference to the Bhola affair 
raised by me the other day the Hon 'hie the Finance Minister as 
the acting Home Minister said he would make a statement to-day. May 
we hear him now, Sir ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: So far as the Bhola affair u 
concerned Government have no information regarding any disturbance or 
any prevalence of lawlessness in that area but because the question was 
raised on the floor of this House yesterday we have sent a telegram to 
the District Magistrate to send us an immediate report regarding the 
position at Bhola and to let us know w'hether there is any truth in the 
statement that there was disturbance or disorder in tluit area. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, I would again request 
Government through you to let us Ifnow whether they 'will bo able to 
make a statement before this House either today or tomorrow. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I believe that the Hou’ble Minister has not yet seen 
the question. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: It is so, Sir. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: My question was a short- 
notice question and I aul surprised that it has not yet been placed before 
the Hon'ble Minister. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I understand that the question was sent to thtf 
Secretary yesterday. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Wfcat about the Home Minister, Sir? 
He has not yet arrived 
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Th* Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: representing him. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Why? fEe Home Minister is in Cal- 
cutta and he has come back from Delhi. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Apparently he is taking rest. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA 0A8: He should be here. Sir, when this 
jnotion is being discussed and his department is concerned with it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: One Hon’ble Minister can represent another. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: As it concerns his department he 
should be here, Sir, and he should not make himself conspicuous by hi* 
absence although he is in Calcutta. 

Mr. ABDUL RA8HID: The acting Home Minister is here taking note*. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: That acting period is over; the per- 
manent incumbent has come kick. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: The acting Home Minister al«o knows some- 
thing a tout the affair. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Ye*, Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar. 

Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. BUOY 8INGH NAHAR: Sir, I beg to move that this Council do 
adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter ot urgent public impoit- 
ance, namely, the situation created by the decision ot the Government 
of Bengal to impose pre-censorship on all news and comments criticising 
the activities of the police force in this province, as announced in a Go\- 
ernment press note issued on the *Jlst April, 1947. 

Mr President, Sir, the reactionary and communal Government ot 
Bengal has added one more feather of misdeed to their black cap by issuing 

a gagging order which takes away the liberty of the press. The ordei 

prevents the press from publishing anything criticising the acti- 
vities of the police, their actions or inactions, their services or dis- 
services, their civilitv or atrocity. If thus the police is allowed to go on 
doing any sort of thing without any comment or criticism by the press **r 
the public, 1 am afraid a virtual reign of terror will ,b£ created in tie* 
city of Calcutta where the law abiding citizens will be made to live in 

a state of perpetual terror and panic, and shall have to surrender to the 

whims and dictates of the police and shall have to swallow what the polite 
do or act by saying “Jo hukum”. The misdeeds of the police forces hn\e 
become sacrosanct in the eye of the communal Ministry. The order rui^ 
thus : — 

“The Government of Bengal have noted with deep concern the bitter 
attacks that have recently been launched in the press against 
members of the police force. Such action is Wind to prejudice 
the recruitment, training, discipline and administration of the 
force and to undermine its morale. Now more than ever, an 
efficient and reliable police force is an absolute necessity for the 
well-being of the province. Government are determined that they 
will not permit tke discipline of the force to be undermined by 
attacks in the pi*s$. The matter is so serious that immediate 
action is called for. Government has accordingly felt that they 
have no other alternative than to control the news relating to 
police activities appearing in the press. They have according! v 
decided to impose pre-censorshin on all news and comments cri- 
ticising the activities of the police forced in Bengal, etc.” 
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Such an order has no parallel in th$ history of administration of anv 
eivilis^ Government. Ministry has surgg^pfcd its own records of black 
deeds by issuing this order^f gapping the press. Sir, we all know what 
services the press gives to the people. Newspapers are real nation-builders. 
They mould and shape the public opinion. They do not hesitate to bring 
out the truth before the public. They have by their honoest labour averted 
many a crisis which might have overwhelmed the world. During the last 
decade the press has done immense service to our country and has contri- 
buted largely to the peace, progress and freedom of the country. During 
these hard days of communal frenzy, too, their contribution has been 
none the less. They have sought to create a healthy atomsphere by 
appealing to the people to remain calm and to maintain law and order. 
Various methods have been suggested by them to the Government for 
quelling the disturbances. Their criticisms have been always helpful. 
They have always raised their voice of protest against this senseless killing 
and fratricidal activities which never help us in gaining our political 
objectives. Arson, looting and murder are merely acts of frenzy; they 
are no solution of political games that our leaders play. It is really 
Through sincere efforts of the Bengal press that the riots have not spread 
as it was meant to he done by the interested parties. And you are going 
to gag this press and thus to deprive the public of the benefits of their ser- 
Mces. You want to whitewash the misdeeds of the police after letting 
them loose in the streets of Calcutta. You want the public to suffer without 
a protest even. The press wants to help and .serve the public and you 
forcibly want to stop them from doing so. We kilow, Sir, the newspapers 
publish news which are true to their knowledge and based on reliable 
informations. Their editorials and comments are always constructive and 
♦air. Constructive criticisms are always welcome. Then why is the Gov- 
ernment so much afraid of criticism? We knoV that your Government 
will never rise from its long slumber without the trumpet of publicity 
and propaganda. Without publicity and press report your Govern- 
ment would not know what is happening under your regime. The 
I-olice officers will never report their own misdeeds. Petitions of the 
public will never reach vour hands or will never he heard by you if you 
an* not whipped by publicity. If you gag the press who will give the 
publicity? During 1 lie days of riot and communal frenzy the administra- 
tion of law and order had failed to discharge its elementary duties to the 
people. The guardian of law and order have not been able to control the 
situation in this great city of Calcutta. What is the cause? Arc the 
police really inefficient? Do they know their own business? Have they 
been maintained and paid for out of the taxes sucked out of the jxx>r 
people’s blood only to commit atrocities on them? If they are inefficient 
and if they do not know their business then what is the Use of maintain- 
ing them at such a huge cost. If the press reveals these facts and point 
our the defects, the press is considered guilty by the guilty-minded Gov- 
ernment. Sir, if the police really mefln their business, they can stop such 
goondaism or stabbing within 24 hours. They know the persons doing these 
acts, they have lists of such goon das and hadmashes, but they do not 
take anv action against them because it seems that their instructions are 
such. lYhenever they act, it is against the innocent public and not against 
the culprits. They arrest innocent people and the passersbv and they will 
never find out the culprits even if they are pointed out. I would cite one 
instance to the House. On the 25th instant Friday, one Bam Sarup Singh was 
stabbed to death in a bye-lane in Surendra Nath Banerjee Road. His son 
saw the assailant and recognised him and reported the same to the police. 
The culprit was not arrested. How then do you think that stabbing would 
stop? And when such incidents are published the press is accused <W 
bringing the police to the hatred of the public, or of demoralising the 
police. I cite another case — in Surendra Nath Banerji Road near 
Blockman Street corner there have been stabbing cases and the number 
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would be not less than ten by tly.s time, some of which have since been 
proved fatal. Crackers have also been ihroHm and brickbats hurled 
from the same place. No action has been taken, not even any armed 
guard or watch has been posted there. In Hughes Road, Sir, the armed 
police entered the low built huts in a Dosat Bustee, tortured, wounded the 
inmates and killed four persons and made a free use of their rifles and 
bayonets on these unfortunate *mctims. .Streams of blood flowed out of 
the place. The most inhuman action that was committed there was that 
the poor women of the place were forced to drag out the wounded and dead 
bodies of their near ana dear ones and to place them on police vans for no 
fault of theirs. It so happened that one prominent citizen of the locality 
was passing in his car. He saw the crime of the police and protested. 
He was ordered to clear out elr»e he would be shot dead. He drove his car 
a few vurds ahead and waited to see what happened next. Accidentally 
the police chief of the city of Calcutta was passing through the same place 
at that very time. The Commissioner of Police saw the brutality of the 
armed guards. The gentleman also drew the attention of the Commissioner 
and requested him to stop the inhuman acts. But to his utter surprise 
the police chief, the preserver of law and order in the city, paid no need 
and went away. And if these incidents are published in the press the high 
morale of the Calcutta police will surely be undermined. 100, Harrison 
Road incident is rather too familiar. The Hon’ble Minister of Law 
and Order has accused the public and the press alike for believing in the 
hearsay. According to him the whole matter is a myth and still he lias 
prosecuted two of his most able newly imported policemen. Had there 
been no publicity this action would not have been taken. The fact that 
the accused were arrested long after this incident goes to pro\e the 
case 

• 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY : On a point of order, Sir, the 
hou’ble member is going into a case which is sub-judice and if he is given 
the latitude the other side may claim the same latitude 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I am listening to him. I think Mr. Nahar you 
better repeat what you said Last. 

Mr. BIJOY 8INGH NAHAR: Yes, Sir, I will read what I have said 
“According to him the whole matter is a myth and still he has prose- 
cuted two of his most able newly imported policemen. Had there been 
no publicity this action would not have been taken ” 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I think you better leave out that portion. I 
think the best course i> to avoid any reference to the case. The matter L 
suh-judice so better not make any reference. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAIUMDAR* May I make a submission. He wanted 
to show how this publicity of 100, Harrison Road, incident was responsible 
for instituting the case. If the p'ress did not publish the incident the 
case would not have been instituted at all. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, it could be done without expressing 
any opinion as to whether the observations of the Chief Minister have 
been right or wrong. So, Mr. Nahar, you better avoid any expression ot 
opinion. I hope you will follow my advice. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Sir. I may explain to my honourable 
friends opposite that I was going to show that this sort of order does not 
really help things to oome <TUt properly. 

% I may cite another instance how the innocent has to suffer. Only day- 
before-vesterday, curfew was imposed suddenly from 4 p.m. in certain 
areas of Taltala police-station. The information was received at about 
3 p.m. Propaganda vans toured round at abot^t 3-30 to 4 p.m. My 

0 - » 



ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


1»47.| 

servant was already out for marketing and naturally he did not know 
of the curfew order. While returning at about 4-15 p.m. he was stopped 
bv the police and was not allowed to enter the curfew area. On getting 
information I rang up the Taltola police-station to pilot him to my house, 
as by 7 p.m. the other areas will also come under curfew. Instead of 
giving help the police threatened that if he was found loitering he would 
be arrested. Thi9 is how curfew works, and this is the spirit of service 
of your trusted and able police officers. 

Sir, the Government by this gagging order seeks to perpetuate a rule 
not by moral acquiescience of the people conducive to the growth of demo- 
cracy, peace and freedom, but by the brute force muzzling press and 
public opinion, by invoking special powers ordinances, while it is nothing 
but a negation of fundamental rights of the people. The world has already 
seen the fate of such fascist dictators who used to ride roughshod over 
the public opinion. The powers like Hitlers and Mussolini* and Tojos 
have vanished. Terrorism and gangsterism cannot and will not succeed. 
India is no doubt passing through the critical phase of her national life 
hut we are on the verge of freedom. I would therefore like to warn the 
authorities that by alienating public sympathies by way of gagging and 
muzzling the pre.ss and stiffling the public opinion, they are bringing the 
days of their doom nearer and nearer. Public opinion must assert itself 
and sweep away the forces of reaction and anti-nationalism. We want 
freedom of thought and freedom of expression. Put you want to gag such 
freedom which is an inalienable right of the people. We know that the 
Ministry is composed of a set of incompetent “Apkeswaste walas” who can 
never rise equal to the occasion and see beyond their narrow grove. They 
me just like the proverbial “Goboo Chandra” Ministers under t lie “Haboo 
Chandra” regime. The people are getting fed up with their present des- 
potic administration which has failed to inspire public confidence and has 
miserably failed to discharge its elementary duties and obligation to the 
people at large. 

In conclusion. Sir, I submit that if this gagging order is persisted it 
will lead to unauthorised publications which the Government will never 
he able to stop. People will get all the more panicky. Public morale 
will be completely undermined and the police zooJum and atrocities will 
go on with relentless fury. The gagging order will defeat the purpose 
tor which it lias been invoked. Exaggerated report* of police atrocities, 
CiKe rumour and incredible stories will go round from mouth to mouth 
and an intolerable situation will thus be created. Hem-e I would urge 
upon the Government to refrain from this disastrous course and .to with- 
draw this senseless gagging order in the interests of the press as well as 
of the Government. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, Motion moved that this Council do 
adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent public import- 
ance, namely, the situation created by the decision of the Government 
of Bengal to impose precensorship on all news and comments criticising 
the activities of the police force in this province, as announced in a Gov- 
ernment Press Note issued on the 21st April, 1947. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, it appears that adjourn- 
ment motions are coming up frequently thus interfering with the normal 
business of the House. Either there i« a defect in the rules or there has 
been too liberal an interpretation of the rules governing adjournments and 
thus the normal business of the House is suspended. If any minor 
incident round the comer of the eitv or the province either real or imagi-.t 
nary gives occasion for adjourning the business of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, it is a reflection 
on the Chair and I hope you will withdraw the expression. % 
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Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Tea, Sir, I withdraw. The 
rule should be made more stringent in the matter of adjournments of the 
House without of course abrogating those rights and privileges which are 
ordinarily available to every legislature. This is a right of the Legisla- 
ture; no doubt it is a right of the members to have very important matters 
discussed in preference to the normal business of the House if that right 
is not abused or is not extensively used for anything and everything. 
Therefore I submit that the Rules should be so drafted 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: On a point of order, Sir, I do not 
understand what the honourable member is driving at ? Is he speaking 
on the rules governing adjournment motions or has he got anything to 
support the gagging order, I do not follow? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Ilamidul Huq Chowdhurv is making a general 
observation on the rules of adjournment for criticising Government action 
I think he is entitled to do so. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But that is not the subject before the 
House, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr Das, you know in a matter like this certainly 
every member can express his opinion generally on the question of the 
principle of adjournment motions. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Illustrating my observation 
I say that the subject-matter ot to-day should not have been brought in 
the form of ail adjournment motion. 

Now adverting to the philosophy of my friend, the mover, namely that 
the liberty of the press is the foundation of the individual's liberty it i' 
to a certain extent true. But if you look round to the press activities, to 
the papers propaganda starting before August 10, 1940 and if anybody is 
responsible for keeping the communal fiame burning it is the press; it is 
the newspapers. It is not peculiar with this province that restrictions have 
been sought to l>e imposed upon the papers but they are to be found in 
every province. Bombay has tried it; Punjab has tried it under Section 
9*1 Government; Bihar has tried it and Bihar has not only gagged un- 
authorised writing in the newspapers but they have also stopped the entry 
of newspapers from Bengal and other neighbouring provinces. I do not 
object to the responsibility of tl;e Ministry or the Government and in dis- 
charging that responsibility to, their exercising this extraordinary power of 
gagging the papers when the citizen’s safety requires that it should be so done 
when our sentiments run high, when emotionalism is the only argument which 
«wa,\s our judgment or our action it is very difficult for* us to argue and 
any that in this riot that is going on in the city it is not the Hindus alone 
who are suffering nor are the Muslims alone who are suffering; both side* 
are suffering; inhuman atrocities are being committed on the most inno- 
cent and most unsuspecting passershy both among the Muslims and among 
the Hindus aud both are the victims to the assassin’s knife. I even say 
that it is more often the innocent who are the victims of the assassins. 
So also is the case that sometimes it is the innocent who fall victims to 
the police because the culprits who are always on their guard and are bent 
on stabbing somebody commit the crime and run a wav soot free and the 
innocent who may run away out of fear may be caught by the police a« 
though they are the culprits. And when he strikes fhe makes previous 
preparations to do so) he a^so escapes and thereafter the police come upon 
the scene, make arrests right and left not excluding the most unsuspecting 
of people who may be about. There are hundreds of cases ooinmg up 
every day complaining against atrocities of the police in which innocent 

a le have been murdered or violently dealt with, of bouses having been 
en int^, by the police and arson and loot having been committed, and 
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also of people and children expecting to be released on bail which, how- 
ever, is being refused everyday. This is what is happening almost daily 
in Calcutta, but, Sir, what is the other course left to Government? If the 
situation is as above, when the most innocent aud the most unsuspect* 
ing are attacked and wounded or even killed, then I think some sort of 
force is essential on the part of the police for the proper protection of 
people against those who work in cover. Therefore, it is no good exciting 
passions of the people; for, exciting passions of the populace 
does not help. If on the contrary the police is not given free scope to use 
a certain amount of harshness at that stage, then we must go hack to whnt^ 
was happening on the Kith August till the end of that month, when the 
police was most conspicuous for their non-interference and what was the 
result? The result was thousands of lives were lost and millions of rupees 
worth property were destroyed, and the s uttering of innumerable families 
aie still continuing. And if we contend today that the police shall not 
use any violent methods or even a slight degree of harshness, then we 
must be ready for what happened in the month of August last. If the 
mover of the adjournment motion can cite four examples in which the 
police molested innocent and unsuspecting persons, I can also with equal 
degree of correctness cite another half a dozen cases which have come to 
in % personal notice and in which I also held investigations hut over which 
I have kept silent, because until the city has got kick to normalcy the 
question of finding fault with the activities of the police and curbing their 
activities also is rather premature. Upon the non-com mu nnl attitude and 
freedom of the police depends the safety of the city. The more we con 
drive this necessity home into the minds of the police force the greater 
will he our chance of escaping the tragedy of August 1946. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, I rise to support the motion moved 
by my friend Mr. Nuhar. Sir, with the dawn of independence within our 
uew, it will sound paradoxical that in Bengal we are going to lose our 
personal liberties and freedom of the press, thanks to the whim of the 
communal administration working in Bengal, as one-way traffic; their 
goal being the achievement of Pakistan. So like a skilful juggler Mr. 
Suhrawurdy cries halt at every turn of the political turnpike gate, to 
make free passages for the heroes of Pakistan. It is only the other day, 
at this Council hall, that he glorified the Punjabi police as the saviour 
of Calcutta. If so, how awkward it appears to him that these Muslim 
Armed police should horribly be featured as the perpetrators of crime in 
the Hindu press, who presumably may be apt to lie being ‘‘kafirs”, or “non- 
belivers”? If they commit crimes why should they be publicly brought 
to light; are they not trying their level best to help to establish Pakistan 
in Bengal? So arises the need for the curtailment of press freedom which 
is already suffering under considerable restrictions perhaps under a lame 
plea of “mutual retaliation theory” though dame rumours are playing havoo 
and public confidence utterly shattered 

There must be somtf limit to patience even to Mabatmaji’s non-violence. 
The excesses oommitted by the Punjabi Muslim police outstrip all conceiv- 
able form of hurnau leniency and if they be not published and properly 
'eutilated an assumption will naturally he made by them that they are 
above laws and all actions however brutal will deserve praise and support 
from the authority. The further gagging measure as under reference 
will, ultimately lead to it with dreadful consequences. 

Full and complete black-out of this section of news in the newspaper* 
■will no doubt act as a smoke screen to hide misdeeds, commission and 
omission of the Punjabi Muslim Police who know their own business. * 
As o result of blackout of the important news unwarv travellers or passers* 
by might be entrapped in the danger spots and would lose their lives with* 
oul any chance of being rescued the rescuers are being sometimes shot 
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dead. Rights to life, liberty and property are the elementary rights of 
every national and any Government failing to provide these essential con- 
ditions ceases to claim its existence. I am confident that the excesses which 
were being published in the papers would have shocked a most unimpres- 
sionable Governor like Sir Frederick Burrows, even if we do not take the 
outside public into account. 

As everybody who knows **Mr. Suhrawardy, knows it well that as a 
propagandist he has an excellent record. To establish full and sovereign 
Pakistan is his aim and to camouflage the main object he is indulging in 
big phrases like “United and Sovereign Bengal” in a divided India. He 
is therefore naturally crying down the Partition movement and to crush 
it completely,, in his usual way of a master propagandist, wants to crush 
the Bengali Hindu press. His sermon on the mount at New' Delhi reminds 
me of the story of the Tiger lecturing of the beauty of the bungles to the 
unwary passerby. 

These Punjabi Muslim police are totally ignorant of the language, 
manners and customs of the people of the province and so they are totally 
unfit to serve Bengal and if they be retained and their excesses to be pro- 
tected under the shelter of law, does not the suspicion naturally arise that 
it is being done to achieve Pakistan by any means however foul hence 
the necessity of this blackout to protect his own police force. 

Sir, the double faced game of the Leaguers is now a public property — 
think of the Punjab and North Western Province, where the League stands 
as the perpetrators of the worst crimes even judged by most impartial 
people, there the voice of the Leaguers rise topmost for the freedom of 
the Press and Association and the\ have launched a civil disobedience 
campaign there; their behaviour in Bengal differs, though here thc\ 
should have been very cheerful, because they control the administrative 
machinery and the Hindus being most half the population of the province 
hove no hand in the shaping of their own destinies. Tax-papers are not 
represented in the Cabinet whch is bringing not only taxation bills but 
land exproprietory bills also. The gagging of the Press under further res- 
trictive measures therefore must be viewed in this light namely the pro- 
tection of the criminals and the crushing of the Partition movement and 
it cannot he explained otherwise. So, I st rough condemn the measure, 
its object being diabolical and lacking all the principles of political 
science and practical sense of administration. 

Sir, I have shown how gagging ordinances have become necessary for 
this communal administration to keep down the Hindus who even accord- 
ing to Mr. Suhrawardy have superior education, financial resources. He 
further stated that they will get better deal at his hands after 1948 June, 
under a sovereign Bengal state in a divided India. Mr. Suhrawardy admits 
of course under the pressure of the much maligned agitation for a partition 
or repartition of Bengal, that Muslims have got a slender majority. I 
would request you, Sir, to make the word “slender” 

Mr. PRESIDENT : Mr. Mazumdar, we are not discussing general 
politics now. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR : Now Sir, I was showing how this 
fagging order was aimed at to stop this movement and other things. This 
is, I think, quite pertinent, Sir. 

Now, Sir, may I enquire from our Chief why then they are wielding 
an overwhelming “powers and unreasonable attitude of mind particularly 
in bringing the land bills when the Hindus are ritually affected. Our 
Chief . betrays his real self when he thinks that he is all in all in delivering 
goods in Bengal and threatening with “unending misery to a divided 
Bengal.” In this connection, may I enquire if hp is agreeable to accept 
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mi humble suggestion namely press gagging ordinance should he imme- 
diately withdrawn and in their place a standing press advisory com- 
mittee consisting of the editors of Bengal dailies with 10 members from 
the Legislature to be nominated by the President and the Speaker to be 
formed with powers to deal with all press matters connected with riot* 
and other communal disturbances. 

"With these words, I commend the motion of my friend Mr. Nahar to the 
acceptance of the House. 

Mr. MD. TAUFIQ: Sir, I rise to oppose this motion. Actually, in my 
opinion there is no necessity of giving a reply to the arguments put for- 
ward by Mr. Nahar and Mr. Mazumdar. To me it appears like a gramo- 
phone record which I have been hearing from time to time since August 
16th, 1946. Not only the press but these frequent adjournment motions 
are mostly responsible for the riots. Your communal speeches (Mr. Lalit 
Chandra Das : Your communal action in the Colootola Street) are creating 
this trouble since August 16th. There are certain complaints against the* 
police among the Hindus and the Muslim citizens of Calcutta. There are* 
complaints against the Gurkha police. They have shot many Muslims in 
Chitpore Road — small boys were standing in the verandah or balcony of 

their houses and the Gurkhas shot at them (Mr. Lalit Chandra I)as: 

Was that published — did you report that to t lie press?) We did report. 
(Mr. Lalit Chandra Das: Was that published?) We do not like the 
publication of these things. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Taufiq, will you please resume your .speech 
without trying to reply to t lie interruptions. 

Mr. MD. TAUFIQ : So, there are allegations against the Gurkha 
polite and there are allegations against the Punjabi police. Since the 
Punjabi police were brought in Calcutta a sort of compaign is going on 
against them and my friends opposite want to prove that the Punjabi 
a* a class is unfit for this job. (Mr. Bijoy Sindh N \har : Mr. Taufiq i# 

u Punjabi) No, I am not a Punjabi. Now, Sir, it would have been 

better for the Government it they had promulgated this order oil the 
press long before. If they had done that much of the trouble would have 
been averted. So far as the Opposition is concerned they must find some 
excuse to blame the Government. Tliev were blaming the Government 
al»out the August 1 G affair that the police did not take an active part; 
now they blame the Government that the Punjabi j>olice is harsh. They 
never raised their voice against the Gurkha police. Gurkhas are not 
Bengalees but they never raised that point, because they are very 
clever fellows They put their communal demands and communal griev- 
ances in such a way that they would not look unreasonable. Sometime® 
they speak on the grounds of nationalism; sometimes on the ground of 
provincialism and they play their game of communal ism while at the earae 
time they blame the' other side of •communal ism. This gagging of the 
press order is not ftfr the Hindu press alone. It is for the whole press of 
Bengal. (Mr. Lalit Chandra Das: But it i* predominantly Hindu.) 
May be predominantly Hindu. I should think that we should not any 
more indulge in making speeches of a communal character and it is better 
that the motion is put to the vote and finished. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Permit me, Sir, to record my emphatic 
protest against the imposition by the Government of precensorship upon 
the news and views relating to the activities of the police in Bengal. Sir, 
the gag order on the press is entirely unjustified. 

We desire most earnestly that the fratricidal strife in which the 
Hindus and Muslims are now engaged should end as early as possible. 
We desire that measures however stringent should be adopted to bring 
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about its end. But excesses must be avoided. For this, Sir, a watchful 
press is necessary to call attention of the public and the Government to 
the excesses committed by the police. 

Mr. Suhrawardy says that his imported Punjabi Muslim Armed Police 
together with the rest of the police force stand for the protection of our 
life, property and honour. What then, if they do not? Should their 
misdeeds go unreported? 0 

In parts of Calcutta, Maniktalla for instance, Mr. Suhrawardy’s police 
beat men, women and children indiscriminately and even struck down a 
pregnant woman to unconsciousness and committed other acts of moles- 
tation on women. What code of honour prompts our Home Minister to 
gag the publication of’ such news? In another place, say Mechua Bazai 
Street, on the plea of a cracker thrown from a running bus, passenger^ 
were dragged down, halted at a corner and robbed of their money. What 
code of morality but that of a goonda can urge a Ministry to hush up 
such news or put impediments in the way of publication of such new s? 
Some persons are arrested and on the plea of taking them to the thanu, 
they are sought to be led through a Muslim area, which means certain 
death to them. On their refusal to go to the 'locality, they are fired at 
and taken to hospital in a precarious condition where some of them die. 
Will Government gag the press and hush up such incidents? Some occu- 
pants of a house, say in the Burrabazar area, open the windows of their 
bouse to see wherefrom the sound of explosion comes. Immediately a 
bullet from the police rifle whizzes through the air and kills a man out- 
right, and another bullet hurts another in the skull who is carried un- 
conscious to the hospital. Is it the intention of Government that such 
news should be gagged? Sir, the 100, Harrison Road, case would not 
have seen the light of the day but for the press. 

Sir, democracy thrives on criticism. It rules by reason and persuasion. 
Public opinion is its strength and public opinion is expressed through the 
press and hence is the press called the Fourth Estate. Sir, when you 
gag the press, you really gag public opinion and thus you forfeit your 
claim to democracy. Indeed, Sir, we are under a Fascist regime. Mr. 
Suhrawardy has out-Hitiered Hitler himself. Since August lGt h last, the 
day he inaugurated the Direct Action policy of the Muslim League by 
presiding over a Muslim mass meeting under the Ochterlonev Monument, 
there has been no end of trouble in Bengal and elsewhere. We can forget 
only at our peril the great Calcutta carnage of August List. We can for- 
get only at our peril the sad happenings in Noakhali and South Tippera 
with their mass conversion, murder, arson, rape and loot. Sir, how can 
we forget the repeated happenings in Dacca and Calcutta outbursts of 
communal fanaticism? This time it is from the 25th March last that this 
city has been plunged into anarchy. In fact, terror and anarchy are 
sweeping through the land with endless loss of life and property 
in spite of Mr. Suhrawardy’s pojice. Over all these now comes 
the astouuding order for the suppression of news regarding the 
activities of this corrupt, tyrannical and highly inefficient police. 
Sir, the press laws are already very stringent. The pressmen 
work with a baiter round their neck. For any error or supposed 
error, for disseminating news not palatable to the Government, they are 
made to deposit huge amouuts of money which is subsequently forfeited 
to the Government. Sir, why gag the press then? Sir, it won’t do to 
say that the imported Punjabi police are a set of fine disciplined soldiers. 
Hitler’s troops were similarly described eveu by Mr. Churchill. That did 
not prevent his soldiers committing the worst of crimes in Russia and the 
occupied countries of the West. Mr. Suhrawardy’s soldiers may be fine 
*a well as disciplined but they are not impervious to sex-impulses nor are 
they unconcerned in loot, nor irresponsive to bribe-taking, nor averse to acts 
of cruelty. 
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Sir, in Ireland when de Valera and his comrades fought the British, 
black and tan methods were adopted by the British Constabulary. Both 
in England and Ireland, the actions of the police were subjected to severest 
criticism but the Government of the day never thought of muzzling the 
press. Here, however, our Home Minister in right Fascist style gags the 
press and protects the misdeeds of the police from seeing the light of the 
day. Sir, the situation which lias arisen is simply unbearable. The pre- 
sent Government must go; otherwise there will be no end to the miseries 
of the people. What is most needed as an immediate solvent of the situa- 
tion is the establishment of Regional Ministries — one for Western Bengal 
where Hindus overwhelmingly preponderate and another for Eastern 
Bengal where the Muslims similarly outnumber with a view’ to ultimate 
partition of Bengal. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi WAHIDUZZAMAN : Sir, is the member at all 

relevant f 


Mr, PRE8IDENT: I think he is. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Thank you, Sir. Sir, comimmalisui 
has infected the mass minds of the Muslims to such an extent that 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: Mr. Das, I would request you to confine yourself 
to the subject matter of the adjournment motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I am speaking of the situation 
arising out of the policy of Government. The j>ositioii has became 
unbearable 


Mr. PRESIDENT : But you should not go beyond the scope of the 
adjournment motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It U the subject matter of the adjourn- 
ment motion and I think I am entitled to speak on the situation that has 
aiisen out of the gagging order of Government. The situation has become 
unbearable 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You can speak about the situation that lias arisen 
out of the precensorship order. But you cannot go into the general poli- 
tics and discuss anything and everything else 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: If that is your ruling, Sir, I think I 
*ill sit down 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I hope you will confine yourself to the adjourn- 
ment motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Well, Sir, I will try my best to do 
®o. But I think I am entitled to »av something about the eituutiou 
created by this sort of order 

Mr. PRESIDENT: * As an old parliamentarian and with your experi- 
ence as a lawyer you should realise that an adjournment motion can only 
he allowed on a definite matter of urgent public importance. Therefore 
the discussion must be on a definite matter. It cannot be on every con- 
ceivable subject, and that will be out of order, I am afraid. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I bow down to your ruling—— 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, your time is up. (Here the honourable 
member resumed his seat.) 

Mr. G. MORGAN: Mr. President, Sir, I rise to oppose the motion 
before the House, but in doing so I wish to make some comments. 

I yield to no one in the desire for freedom of the press, but freedom 
does not mean licence. Now^Sir, it is undeniable that some of the press 
have been injudicious in many of the statements regarding the police and 
the Calcutta rioting — remarks which helped to stir up communal feelings. 
This is to be deplored, and any action taken by Government which would 
have the effect of preventing such statements, is to be commended. We 
cannot expect the police to do their best to maintain law and order if 
statements regarding their actions generally are continually critical. 
Isolated cases there may be and in one case Government has taken action. 
But general abuse does more harm than good. At the same time the 
powers taken by Government must not be used to suppress information 
which the public are entitled to have. Government have in many ins- 
tances delayed to place facts before the public and that has had the effect 
of making the public suspicious of Government. All publicitv regarding 
the true position is to he welcomed, but the public are suspicious of cen- 
sorship in any form and will continue to be suspicious in this instance 
in that they fear Government may supprev* information, which action 
might he construed as Laving political party aims. 

If the censorship is clean and unbiased, it (‘an do good. If not, then 
the public will have every right to criticise Government. 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH RAY: Mr President, Sir, imme- 
diately, following the Harrison Hoad incident and its true picture pub- 
lished by the nationalist press and criticised, the Suhrawardy Government 
imposed precensorship order upon the press, thereby gagging the pre^s 
about all real reports about police atrocities. The reasons given for such 
orders are stated to lie that such criticism would prejudice the recruitment, 
training, discipline and administration of the police force and undermine 
their morale. Pray if sound criticism of the activities of the members of 
law and order, affect the development of their morale, will their gross and 
brutal acts of immorality establish their morale upon riding roughshod 
over the feelings of the minority community. I fail to understand how 
this gagging of the press will help the recruitment of the police force. 
Mr. Suhrawardy defended the importation of these new recruits to the 
police from the Punjab on the ground that the members of the majority 
community to the police force in the city were in a minority. The events 
during the last few weeks have, however, shown that whatever other 
objects these newly imported police men might be helping him to achieve, 
they have unquestionably succeeded in creating a sense of panic and in- 
security all over the city. The warning given by my humbleself in course 
of my "speech on the supplementary Police Budget debate dated 25th 
March, 1947, that “the excess money required for bringing in the Punjabi 
Muslims was to terrorise the children of the soil” has, as rightly pointed 
out by the “Amrita Bazar Patrika” in its issue of 19th April, 1947, proved 
to be prophetic. We warn the authority that things cannot be allowed 
to go on in this way any longer. 

Does Mr. Suhrawardy believe in the theory of maintenance of disci- 
pline of police force by banning all the news of nolice cruelties? I admit 
with Mr, Suhrawardy that “efficient and reliable police force'* is most 
necessary at the present moment. But it is not certainly the proof of their 
reliability because they are "serving the political aims of a particular party 
or are useful instruments in spreading terror and havoc to the mute 
millions of the minority community. The reliability of the police of Mr. 
Suhrawardy’s Government is the replica of the same Government. In sup- 
pressing the press, the Suhrawardy Government is suppressing the spread 
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of its nefarious activities which are shameful for even a barbaric regime. 
This order is a convenient excuse to a thorough-going communal ising of 
the police force behind the scene and at the back of the knowledge of the 
public and the press. 

The adjournment motion on Harrison Road incident was disallowed on 
the simple excuse that the matter was already sub-judice and should not 
be prejudiced. Mr. Suhrawardy took his shelter under this very timely 
garb and practically he gagged the cherished right and liberty of criticism 
of the Opposition benches. But all comments coming from the lips of 
Mr. Suhrawardy are above all criticism and above the implications of a 
case sub-judice. It is nothing but gagging the legislature when Mr. 
Suhrawardy says that the speeches made by the Opposition members on 
the adjournment motion would come within the mischief of the orders if 
they were published in the press. This trampling of the traditional and 
conventional privilege of the members to speak about the adjournment 
motion without reservation and the publication of them verbatim in the 
press is a sure sign of the dictatorial mentality observed only in totali- 
tarian states of Hitler and Mussolini. Is Mr. Suhrawardy going to convert 
himself in any understudy of Hitler, knowing the consequence of such 
regime? Does be not think that this double gagging of the press uud the 
Opposition, he is simply encouraging the lawless activities of the so-called 
keepers of law and order? Does he not think that hv his orders on the 
press, he is simply helping the rumour-mongers in taking their place and 
making things worse? Mr. Suhrawardy knows the evil consequence of 
such idle rumours and he has often asked t lie people to he careful of them. 
But he is now inviting the same by his highhanded precensorship order 
on the press whose truly fault was that it called a spade a spade. We 
demand that in the interest of peace and security and in the interest of 
communal harmony this imported Punjabi Force should he disbanded and 
removed forthwith from the city and from this province. We talk, protest 
ami we table adjournment motion which would he of no effect as they 
would only get a characteristic reply from our Hou’ble the Chief Minister. 
We do also demand that the order of his Government imposing precensor- 
ship on all news and comments criticising the activities of the police 
•hould at once be withdrawn for the ends of justice and fairplay. Even if 
this humble appeal of ours goes without response members should think 
twice if they can co-operate with a communal administration for the best 
interests of the country. I would like to tell the League Ministry that the 
public have lost all confidence in their Government. They may take note 
that eommunalisation of services, gagging of the press and reducing to 
subservience the minority community would not end the present trouble 
unless the mentality of the League Ministry is changed. History dies 
hard; history also repeats itself. Has Mr. Suhrawardy forgotten the 
events closely following the internal dissension between Shiraj and 
Mirzafar? The same dissension is there now. Let us hope that history 
repeats itself and any reasonable mall with some foresight could observe 
the writing on the wall. 

Mr, 8YED BADRUDDUJA: Mr. President, it is after a good deal of 
hesitation that I take part in the debate this afternoon. As a matter of 
fact. Sir, for nine long months I have observed a discreet and dignified silence 
ou matters involving communal issues per chance any undesirable obser- 
vation or remark in an unguarded moment might instead of soothing 
troubled waters aggravate the situation all the more. It is, Sir, a misfor- 
tune, a cruel* tragedy of public life in India that whenever any attempt 
at constitution making has been made the communal bubble has always 
burst revealing to the world the most combustible substance of racial 
hatred and antagonism that lies beneath the apparently calm political 
surface of India. And now when India is on the threshold of attaining 
freedom thie trouble baa again* begun and day in and day out cases of 
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arson, of loot, of plunder, of massacre of innocent are brought to our 
notice which conclusively prove that the communal virus has poisoned the 
entire atmosphere. Sir, the Government of Bengal has to-day been faced 
with the most difficult situation. Violent diseases, Sir, require violent 
remedies. I personally bear testimony to the fact that when the curfew 
was imposed in my area, in the Taltola area, most of the inhabitants had 
to go without food and most of them had practically to starve because 
the curfew was promulgated at 11 p.m. in the night and it continued the 
whole day following. Yet we do not grudge it; we have got to put up Jwith 
some amount of inconvenience; some amount of restraint on our movements, 
all for the sake of restoration of peace and amity among the citizens of 
Calcutta. The Government of any civilized country in the world would 
he forced to impose certain restrictions on the ordinary civil liberties in 
abnormal times. In normal times we know 7 arson, murder, etc., do occur, 
but then the ordinary machinery of the land is sufficient to cope with the 
situation but in abnormal times abnormal and stringent methods have got 
to be adopted. Now 7 , Sir it appears that gagging of the press is not 
resented so much as certain incidents that occurred in a certain area com- 
mitted by certain members of a certain section of the police. For a single 
moment 1 wull not support or condone the excesses of anv man, either of 
a member of the police service or of a member of any other service or of 
any official or non-official to whatever denomination, to whatever creed, 
to whatever organisation, to whatever community he may belong. Tar and 
feather such miscreant quart e and slaughter him, torture him with every 
refinement of cruelty. But for God’s sake do not make the administration 
responsible for the misdeeds of a miscreant or miscreants. 1 shall not 
go into the particular case of police excesses referred to because that ques- 
tion does not arise at the present moment and also because that case 
is suh-judice and \vc cannot go into the merits of the case at this 
stage. But simply because a particular member of a particular police 
force committed something it does not necessarily follow that the liberty 
of the press, the freedom of the press should be taken advantage of to 
condemn the entire branch of that particular police force. II they have 
committed certain offences certainly they are guilty; they should be put 
on trial and if the charge is substantiated against them, they should be 
punished. Such charges have been made agyiust the Gurkha police as well. 
If some members of the armed police force from the Punjab are condemned 
as devils there are some members of the Gurkha armed police who are not 
certainly ungels of peace and perfection, there have been excesses perpe- 
trated by Ixith sections of the police during the riots where the police 
has been alleged to have done violence to miscreants and innocent people 
ulike. Pursue the miscreants by all means, pursue those who are engaged 
in the task of murdering, torturing, assassinating innocent people, looting 
properties and in committing rape on innocent women. Spot them out 
and punish them. But by all means strengthen the hands of the Govern- 
ment in this connection and do not* embarrass them. 

Sir, in this particular connection I have heard much to my amazement 
and surprise, that every time that this question is raised attempts are 
made to link up the conduct of a particular man with the administration, 
as if the administration is responsible for inciting violence in any manner. 
Sir, my relations with the Hou'ble the Home Minister of this province 
have never been cordial since the dramatic exit of Mr. Fazlul Huq in 1943. 
I have had no personal social or political contact with him three years, but 
I must state without any fegr of contradiction that all the statements that 
Mr. Shaheed Suhrawardy has issued since after the riots of August, 1946, 
have been marked by a sweet reasonableness, a sobriety of judgment, and 
a sincere desire to restore peace and confidence in the public mind, and 
his last statement has surpassed all others in this respect, I have read 
that statement pot once or twice, but over andover agaiif but have found 
in it no attempt to confuse the fysties hut.nhrfrughout a sincere desire to 
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restore confidence in the public mind. It breathes throughout a desire to 
adjust the conflicting interests and harmonise the irreconcilable and 
divergent claims of the two major communities in Bengal. If we did find 
Mr. »uhrawardy lacking in efficiency or slackening in his efforts we would 
certainly not spare him as we had never spared him in the post. If we 
suspected that his Government was deliberately bungling or mismanaging 
the affairs of the province we would certainly not spore him at all what* 
ever the position and whatever the eminence that he might have attained. 
But at this critical juncture in the life history of India when the whole 
atmosphere is surcharged with germs of suspicion and distrust, for God’s 
sake don’t bring in extraneous considerations, and confuse the real issue, 
so much that even the appeal of Mahatma Gandlii and Quaide Azam 
Jiimah has not borne any fruit. When goondas commit the most perfi- 
dious and treacherous crimes and stab unsuspecting men and women behind 
their backs, no Government, no administration can check these 
violences, these michievous tendencies without the co-operation of 
the people as a whole. Therefore, we, Hindus and Mussulmans, have got 
to bury our hatchets. The philosopher in his closet, the merchant in his 
ledger, the legislator in the Council or iii the Assembly, the judge on the 
Bench, all classes and conditions of people, educated or uneducated all 
alike must come forward to compose the differences, and pave the way for 
interconmiumil harmony which is the crying need of the moment in this 
much distracted, much disrupted, much agitated land of Hindustlmn. But 
I must confess to a feeling of disgust that simply because there have been 
riots and recrudescence ot riots it cannot he urged as a real ground for 
supersession or dissolution of a particular Ministry or establishment of 
regional Ministries or promulgation of section M. If that is so, then I am 
afraid the administrations of many ot her provinces, including the Centre, 
have to he superseded. No particular province is free from troubles now. 
Sir, it has been emphasised that communialism has infected the whole pro- 
vincial administration with its virus. If so, ma\ I ask my friends on the 
opposite benches it the administration in the T nited Provinces, in Bihar 
and Assiim is not also communal ? and also in Madras and Bombay Y If 
the “domination” by a particular party or community which happens to be 
in a majority in a particular province every province tit the present moment 
is condemned as communal, then l am afraid we must plead guilty to 
the charge. Sir, riots have occurred in the past hut nowhere has it Wen. 
suggested that suppression of a particular Government would offer the 
right solution 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Badruddujo you had better come to the sub- 
ject matter of the motion before the House. 

Mr. 8AIYED BADRUDDUJA: Y es, Sir, I am only answering certain 
points raised by my friends on the other side. 1 have got a personal weak- 
ness for the press and 1 would not for si moment ask Government to abuse 
their power and impose unnecessary restrictions on the press. But restric- 
tion imposed in the interest of peace and harmony, alike on the Muslim 
and Hindu press, is justified in certain circumstance. During the riots in 
August, HG(>, I used to read certain newspapers and it pained me to find 
how Hindu and Muslim papers used to paint tin* members of the other 
community in the darkest possible colours representing members of their 
own community as angels while those of the other community as devils and 
Niton* with the result, that even some of the greatest leaders among us 
who command great respect and confidence lost their heads — 

(Here the honourable member reached time-limit and resumed his seat.) 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Mr. President, first of all I 
may say th$jt in moving this resolution the mover did not refer 
to any communal aspetjt of the, jpatter and indeed in our discussion 
so far there have been t&^satoW in the^ shape of eulogy of Punjabi 
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Police and also eulogy of the Chief Minister end also some refer* 
once to communal aspect. But I would appeal to all to look to the resolu- 
tion most dispassionately without any reference to any communal com- 
plexion of, the matter. It has been said that the press spoke evil things 
about the Punjabi Police. But our memory is short — the press also did 
not spare the Gurkha Police in this respect, so press did not confine their 
criticisms only to the Punjabi Police. 

$ 

Now let me refer to the subject matter of the resolution itself. This 
gagging order of the Government is of a character which it is impossible 
to support from whatever Ministry and from whatever administration it 

might have emanated. The order runs thus: “ they have therefore 

decided to impose pr^oensorship on all news and comments criticising the 
activities of tne police force in Bengal.” Then a sub-clause is added re- 
garding the nature of the scrutiny. The scope of the scrutiny has been 
narrowed down. It has been said that fair criticism of the conduct of the 

S olice force without exciting or attempting to excite hatred, contempt or 
isaffection against the force would be permitted by the censor. Now, 
suppose if there has been an instance of brutal atrocity committed by any 
member of the police force irrespective of the question whether he is a 
Hindu, European or a Muslim, and if that fact is to be reported, the censor 
would say that au act of brutal atrocity of the Police officer would not be 
an act of brutal atrocity and it would not excite the hatred or con- 
tempt or disaffection of the police? So practically it means suppres- 
sion of all heinous act on the part of the police. It means that the press 
will not he allowed to publish anything against police and only publish 
things which would eulogise the police. So t it practically means suppres- 
sion of facts. I can only say as a warning to the administration that if 
they adopt such a fascist method, wild reports and wild rumours will get 
abroad and they will he more dangerous than authentic reports. I would 
appeal to the administration not to create an explosive situation in the 
country. The mind of the people is extremely explosive and can burst at 
the slightest provocation. I again say that do not play with explosive 
situation. Do not forget the lessons of history. Do not think that by 
muzzling the press you can muzzle reports which will get abroad with a 
good deal of colouring iu it. The natural result of that is explosion and ex- 
plosion can wipe out a Ministry like this. 

Now, this gagging order is confined to the conduct of the police force. 
I agree with my honourable friend Mr. Badrudduja that abnormal situation 
requires abnormal order, but at the same time it is to be remembered 
what would be the effect of the order, what would be the object, what is 
the objective aimed at by this order. Would it really allay the situation? 
I say it won’t. It will aggravate and accelerate the situation. The police 
is the guardian of law and order, police is an important factor of the exe- 
cutive. They are to protect the people. They are for the protection of 
the rights and liberties of the people. If any act of them or if any mem- 
ber or members of that force instead of protecting the rights of the people 
violates the elementary rights of the people they must be suppressed. It 
would be the duty of the State to see that there is ventilation of the news. 
It may be said that we can lodge a complaint. I would say it would be 
on absolute mockery. The public cau get no redress in this way. It is 
the duty of the State to get full information of what is happening in the 
oouutry, Police is the eye of the State. We want to screen that eye. 
Do not thiuk that by shutting the eye you can avoid the facta. Do not 
think that by shutting the eye you can avoid facing the reality. As to 
the police conduct, it is a 'Very unfortunate order. Even in any abnormal 
situation full liberty ought to be given to the press. As to the tradition 
of the police in this oountry, unfortunately k is not a very happy one 
and still the polioe ought to be thwe as- the protector of the rights and 
liberties of the people. So, as the people^ Jaye not got any confidence in 
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the action of the police i is the duty of the State t« give freedom to the 
press to report ; their oomWt Kyen exaggerated reports in some cases 
will not he so harmful as the absolute suppression of news. Of <y,urse ns I 
lune already soul there is a pretence <d scrutiny. Hut what is the worth 
' he knows ,(. So we must look squarely «t the 

matter. Is I tor he gm,d ot the State; is ,t lor the good of the people of 
the roll n try that here must he a complete mu/./.lmg of all reports almut 
the ae tv, ties ot the poluer I should .other think that some latitude 

ought to he given so hat re max he the full reports almut the conduct 

,d the police And I there is atn malicoiis re|mrl then the newspaper 
can he eattglt t hold ot and punished tor it. Exaggerations ought to he 
condoned in this abnormal situation in the couutu The State should not 
he too sensitive alm.it the exaggerations. There is a ver\ tine remark in 
the reason given for this order that xx ill unde. mine the num.le of (he 
^ ls '/TV ‘httuuh to understand tin* mor.de, what the State means 
tins morale of the Hire ” Ami hi keep up (he mo, ale <h>es (he State 
mean to give unbridled heenee to the (ml.ee to aet as thev l.ke It' that 
.s really the object aimed at then we ran onlv sav -,hx|J, v to all ethics 
nf n ; lllz r 1 ,4 ! s <M>, i.neiit m Bengal. It is not a matter vs l,ie|.‘ ‘ reallv remures 
any further elmmlatmn I he matter ,s » vers simple one whether or not 
the press happens to he thoonl.v nie<lium in the modern age tor the ventilation 
o the grievances ot ll.e people, the press u hi. h the modern nee ,s 
almost a limb o the administration. No State ran exist now in the 
modern world without the help ot the piess. The press ,s practically speak- 
a pait ot the administration, and muzzling ot that important/ limb of 
the administ i at Jon and muzzling to do what, muzzling ,t to suppress the 
" I’oUn till arts and the misconduct of all impoitant luaneh ot the eveeutive 
namely ot the pnlice-is not reasonable. Ssi I would sa V that this resolu- 
t ion should he accepted. 


Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: Mr Sir I 

MipiMirt the met mu lluil li.is I'ccn m.iM-d In un learned Incnd Mr.' Nnli'tir. 
Indore 1 deal with the suhje< l -mat I ei ot the motion I would with \our 
permission, sa\ a wold in replv (4, the observation id n»\ honourable friend 
Mr 1 1 ci in i d u I Mini t’liowflhurv reg.mlmg the duties ot the (Opposition 
with respect to adjournments. II I he ( iov er i.menl hv t heir acts ol o mission 
meate situations m whuh the ((position an* lorced to bring in mhoimi- 
ments will, a view to dlaw the attention of the House, I thmk, however 
t requent it ma\ he, no honouiahle memhei has anv f i^ lit to challenge the 
tpjmsit ion’s uiH|iiest lonalde privilege to nime ad pm i n men I s | therefore 
Mihmit, Sn , that the honouiahle memhei M, llamidui llm, < 'howdhurv 
was not, justified in offering the enlimsius that he del with respect, to 
uies(‘ adjournment s. | congratulate rnv honourable Iriend Mr. Moreau 
tor his verbal opjmsition to the motion wherea-, d | understood |,mi 
ari^Jit, he actually supjmried the adjoin nmenl because he gave all the 
reasons which should he given in a ea*e like this and said that, if this pre- 
censorship was rightl} made or carried out in the proper spirit, there may 
not he any objection. Hut as ever v body knows, in a case of this nature 
when the idea ot the (iovernment is to muzzle the pres* ami when the 
officer who is going to act as the censor in this matter is likely to imbibe 
the ideas ot the particular (iovernment in power now there rV hardly any 
mom tor expecting that he would he so impartial as Mr. Morgan expects 
him to he. Now, Sir, it is the tundamental right of every citizen to ven- 
tdale his grievances to the public through the press. \Ve are certainly 
passing through abnormal times and there have been cases where innocent 
people have been molested by the police. There have been cases in (hil- 
eutta which have already been brought to the notice of the authorities 
but the result, the gagging order shields not only the Calcutta Police but 
it covers the entire police in Bengal. We have been noticing failure* 
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of police administration in Bengal in places like Nonkhali and Tippeiu 
where the communal minded police were not, it was alleged, attending 
1o the complaints made by the oppressed community. There may be t rut it 
in that allegation or those allegations may be exaggerated but it canuo 
be suggested that ail these are absolutely untrue and unfounded. There 
nia) Im* cases where actually innocent people do not find any redress at 
(lie hands ot tin* jsdice and they have to resort to the publication of then 
grievances through the pre*s and that with a view to drawing the atten- 
tion ol Government to them. I do not understand how any Government 
ran possibly think that publication ot any news regarding the doings ol 
the police can undermine the morale ot the police, or if their doings are 
brought to the not ice oi H he public tor redress. Every employer should be 
always alert to know bow their employees are working, whether his em- 
ployees are working in the interest of the employer or are doing some- 
thing which will alienate the minds of the people from their employer. 
L should therefore consider that the Government in the ordinary course oi 
things should ask for ami call for complaints against the police who are 
now practically the only people who can protect the innocent from the 
depredations of tin* ynomhix on the one side and individual members ol 
the police force on the other. Ami I do not. know how any Government 
can possibly think ol muzzling the press the only agency through which 
they can expect to have information on these matters. I submit that every 
honourable member ol tins House should consider this order of the Gov- 
ernment as the most oppressive and unfair, especially oppressive against one 
Meet ion ot the population because it is only those who are oppressed who do 
not gc! any redress by means oi ventilating their grievances through the 
press ami by muzzling the press you muzzle them. They are going to be 
oppressed but they will not have the right even to fell the people oi large 
and the Government also how they are being oppressed. I submit that 
no Government worth the name should la 1 atiaid of criticism against the 
jiolice and the way in which tins Government are trying to suppress all 
news which the press wants to publish m the interest of the people of the 
province would go to show that there is some motive behind it. I submit 
that the remedy that is provided by Government in their order is no remedy 
at all; it is not even palliative; it is definitely irritating. You just go 

further buck ami then consider what is the cause of this unrest in Calcutta 

and in Bengal. Who has brought on this mischief in this province? It 
is certainly von who represent flic party that rules Bengal to-day, you, 
who by your direct action started tins and let loose the yoondus whom in 

the end you are not in a jwisiiion to control, and tailing to control the 

'ifootiihi.K you arc now trying to muzzle the press and muzzle the unfortu- 
nate citizens who have got none to look after them. I would submit that 
the elementary' right of the public to protest or complain against oppres- 
sions by any section oi the Government officers should not be taken away 
in the way in which it has been thought necessary to take it away. 
The only thing that 1 would advise to the ilon’hle Chief Minister is 
that la* should take away the power of piece nsorship and just allow* the 
ordinary press law to inaction. You cannot expect that you can really 
suppress news and views merely by muzzling the press. It is always fair 
and just to rely ujam the goodness ami fairness of the press and the law 
is there enough hard and enough penal to punish those who really violate 
the press law of the country. The press law is enough to punish any 
particular individual pres* which is in offence or to one who calumniates 
the entire jvolice tone; or if any thing wrong is done by any* journalist 
who would unnecessarily or unjustifiably abuse the police, the present 
laws of the country is sufficient to punish him. It is therefore not at 
all necessary to muzzle the press by a gagging order of precenaorship 
which means not only gagging the press but through it the whole country. 
So we strongly protest nguiust the policy that has been inaugurated by 
the Hon’ble Chief Minister in muzzling the press. 
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Tlw Hon’bto Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. President, Sir, I regret 
\ery much that owing to business elsewhere 1 was unable to he present 
here at the time when the tleUite started; hut 1 have had the benefit of 
the notes that have been made by my esteemed colleague the Finance 
Minister and I have also heard the speeches certainly ot the last two 
gentlemen which could hardly improve upon the report. Sir, 1 heard 
the honourable leader ot the Opposition getting lyrical oxer the liberties 
of the press and oxer the uupoi lance of the press and in the mulst of his 
enthusiasm he was addressing the press instead of the House and at the 
same tiine demonstrating Ins enthusiasm by shaking his list towards them. 
This is typical. As a matter ot fact, uoImmIx desires to muzzle the press. 
Hut we have to shake our fists on them on occasions when they exceed the 
hounds of propriety. Sir, J haxe just leturned from Delhi and there 1 
compared notes with some ot the leadeis ot India regarding tin* manner 
in which the lilierties or the licence of the press is curtailed in the pur- 
veying ot communal news and it was a general consensus ot opinion that 
nowhere in India lias the press .so much licem e as m Hengal. Then* was 
a general consensus of opinion that here x\c haxe allowed too much licence 
to pi css and have enabled them to earn on xituperatm* campaign which 
has brought about the deterioration m the conditions here. Klsewlrere 
the press has co-operated with the (iox eminent of the province. They 
iiave IhiuikI themselves by (ertain code ot eomlmt in accordance with 
xx hu h they only print (loxemmcnt communit|ucs ot press news in a form 
not calculated to excite hatred against the police or tail communal tension. 
Hut oxer here every Ixaly is carrying on a x itupciatixe campaign and so 
we haxe to resort to prcceiisorship order. The [Milice haxe been eomleinned 
not one but the entire members ot the tone. They haxe been attacked 
by l lie press with the result that a teeling ot hatred has b<*cn amused 

against the |Hilice with tin* most disastrous elicit to the peace ol t lio 

pmxinee. It has been staled tlial tin* ordinary press laws are sufficient . 
The (loxcrnmeiit can prosecute and lake steps against the persons violat- 
ing tin* laws goxerning tin* press. Hut, Sir, tins is too late. 

Mischief has already been done -- poison has already been spread 

and it lias peimeated into the dilleient sections ot the society 

that find that they must lake steps in order to remedy a ianeied 

accusation against the police. It lias been said xxhal does it matter' 

if some reports are exaggerated. It does mater a great deal bemuse 
these exaggerated reports do gixe rise to xeiy serious consequences 

and the last speaker referred 1o No.ikliali incident and staled that might 
be some of the reports were meoireit; might be that some of the reports 
w etc exaggerated . Did tbe honourable member leinembei that the leeling 
that was aroused against the N<*tkhali lm ident was due to I lie report 
issued by the President ol the Hengal Provincial Congress Committee 
that oJMM) Hindus were butiheied in No.ikhali and therealter Muslims 
were hutehered iri other proxtme^ as a direct r o-»n 1 1 ol tlie icjmuI and the 
publicity which was gixen to it in the piessr' Can anybody deny hoxv 
misebievous exaggerated reports an* when tliev an* not founded on facts:' 
Sir, I think, preeensorship order i^ the least that this ( lovei iiment can 
put out. It is not gagging the pre>s. The press is permit led to put out 

news and to comment fairly on (mine matteis but not to put out in such 

a manner as may excite the public against one or the other section of the 
|>oliee or the poliiH* as a whole. Ji you look at the order you xvill find 
that considerable opjiort unity has been given to the press to put forward 
news in the proper maurter, but that licence has been curtailed. I myself 
felt that tip* incidents that took place were very much exaggerated and 
these have <ompleteIy satisfied the (roxernment lhat a deliberate aftenipl 
was being made to excite hatred against the jwdice and I he result of those 
attempts and the result of the false publicity which was given to exagge- 
rated reports has Wn that the police not merely one section but all 
sections have been subjected not merelv to attacks iu the press but 
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to physical attacks and when wp say that these false accusations have 
spoiled the morale of the police that is what we mean. The morale of tL 
jMilice is not impaired if you attack it fairly hut that is not the east 
Owing to unfair attacks made upon them in the papers physical attack^ 
upon them follow and members of the jnilice have been attacked with 
knives, with bombs, with acid and even shot at. How can you expe< ; 
the police to stand up Y Why this has been so? It has 1h»pii so on accouic 
of the mischievous propaganda that has been carried on in the papei 
and this tiling has not stopped and the riot is going on. The jHilice havt 
not commited any atrocities. To say so is absolutely wrong, it is tin 
extraordinarily irresponsible statements which lone been responsible fo« 
all this and which are repeated by presumably irresjs>nsilde members oi 
this House. If you like to say that tin* press has been muzzled prolwibh 
it is a batter analogy than saying that the press has been gagged. Tie 
press is permitted to growl underneath the muzzle but it is not permitted 
to bite and it is the bite of the pi ess that we have stopped. Wo are no: 
afraid, Sir, of criticisms against, the j>oliee; we are not afraid of re|>ort' 
against them and 1 .say definitely that every single case which has been 
piesented before us, every single chaige against the police has been 
in vest igated in spite of the difficulties of finding ofliceis to do mi. \V< 
have aetually done so heeause we felt how ini|Mirtant it yyas that the moiaic 
of the folice should he maintained and that steps should he taken againsi 
the offending policemen as soon as possible and that an enquiry should b« 
set afoot <1 s soon as jwissible for the purjMise of giving confidence to Un- 
people Every single rase brought against the police has been investigat- 
ed at the earliest {nissilde op|Mii t unity 4ind in most eases tin* charges have 
been found not nieielv to be c vaggerated but to In* false. Wo are not 
afraid of erit ieisins against the police Hung the complaints to our notice 
and I am prepared to say Ibis t < h > that it any honourable member brings 
these complaints to our notice I -'lull he prepared to show to the honourable 
member the results ot the police investigation mi that he I<hi may Imve 
;i chare e of commenting on the investigation and even of placing before 
me such 4 it her e\ idenee on I In* matter it he is not satisfied with the inves- 
tigation mad* by the police. That is an offer which I make hut 1 will not 
allow false and eX4»ggcrated statement to come up in the papers which will 
lie accepted 4is true by the public It is an extraordinary mentality ol 
the public th.it any statement made by 4iiiv1hm1v 4igainst the police is ;ic- 
eepted 4i s gospel truth. In the papers you will find that someone has been 
assaulted by the police or that some money has been taken awvav from his 
person and every lsidy n*4iding flit- papers will presume Unit it must be 
so ad t lien retuliat ion is the result. It is these tal*»e stories that have 
got to 1 m* stopped hv this precenmirship ot news because the mischief of 
so doing cannot |Missihlv he counteied in time hv any other mc 4 Uis. One 
honourable gentleman well known for his uniiridh*d ;itf 4 ieks on the (iov- 
ernnient and his total want ot logic lms stated that tin* I'uujuhi Muslims 
cannot he useful because they do fiot understand tin* h»C4tl language. I 
am sure th it these Hunjahi Muslims understand the local language far 
more than tin* (iurk;! jtolice do, hut that is not the criticism tlmt is direc t- 
ed against those policemen. I may tell him definitely that there is no 
difference between these two kinds of {xilieemen. Sir, attempts have been 

definitely made hv certain politicians or {Militical org;i mentions to set one 

.set of (Militemeu against another and the result has been, as I have slated, 
that it has permeated even to tin* p<*ople who now consider tlmt one set 
of police is inimical to the other, and nrr rerm. Hut thanks Heaven, 

owing to the action that we have taken against the press I believe that 

the two sec tions of the ptiliee are coming much closer together and have 
established a degree of 'friendliness which will 1 am sure he extremely 
beneficial to the jnsiple of the country; it is what we 4ire working for. 
Members, though not happily members on this side, have, as I have 
stated, tried to antagonise one section of the polioe against another. But 
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Me shall he able to conn tor this mischievous move ami I may assure my 
friends that the time is soon com in*** when we shall have all sections of the 
|H>liee fraternise with one another, so that they will not he aide to dis- 
tinguish one from the other in their conduct towards the public. 1 would 
here like to repeat a statement which l made in another place. It is a 
.statement of policy. We have had to hriu«r some Muslim police into this 
province from elsewhere in ordei to militate the disparity that existed in 
1 lie armed jndiee force. I repeat this because ! was surprised to find that 
e\e»» the pressmen and the \ei\ wise ami alert pressmen of Delhi were 
not aware that in the ('alcutt.i jndiee theie were as many as or so 

men in the armed police ayainsi (it Muslim aimed |sdire only, and there 
was a general desire anion” all "c« tioii" in tins Mouse that in all sections 
<d the administr.it ion theie should he an attempt made to achieve parity 
between the Hindus and M tis^alm.i ns, and we ha\e had le» do so. We have 
had to l»ri n*> them (rom outside heeause we have not been able to find 
trained Bengalees loi the puiposc Why v Hei aiise we have not been 

aide to find trained Betm.itis hiiih' "eiillomen ashed why Punjabi Police 
poire ha\e been bioimhl J hey have been hiou^ht because they have 
been loimd w ell-t rained and well disciplined (interruption from the Op|H>- 
*>i 1 ion Benches) and mole than that they have laised the prestige of the 
police in the eyes of the world Tliev know how to behave: they have 
shown what should be the standard ot the [mlice (interruption) until of 
course pimple attacked them I am not here tor the purjiose of telling you 
stones and instances o! how the Puii|ahi police have acted all this time 
in spite ol the physical attacks made u|hui them hy (Ik* people. But if 
any responsible member who would like* to hear about them I shall he 

U lad to leeouut them on the nuclei siondiii” 1 cd i oiiise that lie will not. 

iepe.it them to any one Because 1 know how they helmed 1 do pay tribute 
to then stiain and tier \ ch.iiaclcr who ha\e been ht'oii ’hl hete for the pur- 
pose cd peace in Ualruffa, and I may say that on account of the 1 presence 
cd these- Punjabi Police in ('ahull. i the* situation has not deteriorated 
( mtei nipt ion > oilier wise the situation mi”hl have delei lorated and we 
iniLiht have* reel udesccncc* cd riots A s I have said, the situation lias not 
'leteiioi.it ed on account ol I lie ptesem c cd tin* Punjabi Police and on 

account ol the confidence which tliev generally inspired. These ale the 
reasons whv Punjabi Police Force arc* lien* Now, Sir, the statement which 
1 wish to make is a question ol polic v We have had to tiring these people 
I rom outside. But it is certainly very humih.it mi* t < » find that we cannot 
look alter on i. selves and there* ate not enough aimed Bengalees to Is h » k after 
our inleiest. We have* taken step** to tec nut Bengalees li^bl from the 
Imttom and I would rec|iu»s1 honourable membets ot all side’s, not merely 
tin* memheis of the* opposition, to ”ive me five* outstanding Bengalis, 
Hindus and Muslims, whom vve* arc* uoiii”- to reeiint r n Is » the armed force 
in Calcutta. 1 am sun* theie arc* fine people* physically tit who will be* 
able to render signal service* and 1 would like to have as many of them as 
]*os,sible. Within a short lime* von wrtl *.ee recruitment of Bengalees in the 
armed forces has darted. As soon as we* have* sufficient Bengali tinned 
force*, we* shall he* only too *jrlad to dispense* with the services e*f those 
non- Bengalees w ho have* been brought I rom outside* and who have* rendered 
fine servie*e* here. So 1 hope* that tin* honourable* members insfeac) of coii- 
deiunirijr the* action of t iov e*r nment will e em^iat ulale* them on the* steps 

that they have taken. As a m.ilte*i cd fact, I have* had to hear the brunt 
of eril.cism because I hesitated to nu|M»se the* preceiisorship order for a 
hmjr ('me and I did so he*cause I do not clesiie* to muzzle* the press, because 

I do not dpsire to stop the* press, because I dee not desire to hinder the 

press in its legitimate activities. But Hie* time* did come when it was 

necessary to put a e-heck to the activities ed the press. The press attacke*d 
the police force. Sir , as soon as the- situation eases, as soon ns .ill these 
riots and lawlessness, which are from#- on come to an end, «s soon as we 
see the temper of the, people have cooled down and they are able to look 
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at tilings from the proper perspectives, as soon as we find persons are pre- 
pared to co-operate with the Government in keeping down lawlessness an I 
eradicate that spirit of hostility this Government (Mr. Lulit Chandra Da* 
We want regional Government) will remove the order. We want to suj- 
press the lawlessness and disorders and hostilities that are going on 
amongst I he people. We want to eradicate them. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: You have not given effect to the peace 
commitlee suggestions. 

Mr. BIJOY 8INCH NAHAR: Sir, the Chief Minister has aimed \ 
Mjxiken for more than 25 minutes. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: It is my duty to see that. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Now, Sir, unless the pres, 
behave properly and not only the press hut also the public, we are not 
going to withdraw this order. We are not at all anxious to continue the 
order a minute* more than it is necessary. 


Mr. PRESIDENT : Mr. Nahar, do you projsj.se to exercise your right 
of reply ? 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: No, Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The <jm stion bolore the Mouse is that this Council 
do adjourn its business to discuss a definite* matter nl urgent public i in j k » rt - 
ance, namelv, the sit nation created h\ the decision ot the Government of 
Bengal to JinjMJse jjreceijsorshijj on all news and comments criticising the 
activities of the jMiliee force in this pronnre, as announced m a Govern- 
ment Bless Note issued on the* 2 1st April, 19*17. 


The question was jmt to a division 

AYES- 

Mr. Lalit Chandra Das 

Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta 

Mr. Kamint Kumar Dutta 

Mr. 8atish Chandra Jana 

Rat Bahadur Brojandra Mohan Maitra 

Mr. Haridas Majumdar 

Mr. Nagandra Nath Mohalanablsh 

NOES 

Mr. Nur Ahmad 

Mr. 8yad Badrudduja 

Rat Bahadur Ohirendra Lai Barua 

Mr. Raaluddin Bhuiya 

Mr. Moazzem Hossain Chowdhury 

Mr. Hamldut Huq Chowdhury 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury 

Mr. Syad Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury 

Mr. Yusuf Alt Chowdhury 

Mr. C. E. Clarka 

Mr. D. J. Cohan, O.B.E. 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutt 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque 

Mr. 0. 1. K. Hook 

Tha Hon’ bio Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hoaaln 

The* Ayes being 15 and the Nik*s 

Mr. PRE8IDENT : The House 
to-morrow . * 


;« with the following result: — 

15 . 

Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar 
Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray 
Mr. Biswanath Roy 
Mr. Patiram Roy 

Mr. Birendra K (shore Roy Chowdhury 
Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal 
Mr. Satish Chandra Sen 


29 . 

Alhai Yar AM Khan 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan 

Mr. Abdul Latin 

Mr. Syed Abdul Majid 

Mr. George Morgan 

Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan 

Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman 

Mr. Abdul Rashid 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy 

Miss Ethel Robertson* 

Or. Kasiruddin Tatukdar 
Mr Md. Tauftq 

Khan Sahib Moulvt Wahiduzzaman 
Haji Md. Yusuf 


29 I lie motion was lost, 
stands adjourned fill p.m. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-30 p.m. on Wednesday, the 30th 

April, 1947. 
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Members absent. 

The following members were* absent iroin Hie meeting held on the 
t?!#t l» April, 11M7 : — 

1. I)r. Kuininl Kunkar Ila\ , 

2. Mr. Sultanuddin A Iwimm I , 

3. Mr. L 1‘. S. Hoiime, 

4. Khan Bahadur S\ed Alulur Kashid ( 'howdhury, 
f». Mr. Ahdul Hamid ( ’how dhur\ , 

(>. Mr. Ktic Deiuml I)o\ne, 

7. Khan Bahadur Sheikh Ka/«rl Kllahi, 

S Mr. Mun^l uiam Jaipuria, 

!). Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Mahanmied flan, 

Kk Mr. Humaum /. A Kal.ir, 

11. Thu Hon’lde Mr Taiuk Nath Milker |ra and 

12. A. McLaren. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 19*7— N<f. 3$. 


The Cocxcil met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislatiffe 
Building, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 30th April, 1947, at 1-30 p.m., 
being the 35th day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 02 {2)(a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Itov, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Ban on ff Desher Katha”. 

109. Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Ilon’ble Miuister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

{/i) if the ban on the book “Desher Ivatlia.” by late Pandit Sakhnram 
Gonesh Deuskar is proposed to be removed without delay; and 

(b) if not, why not? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the 
Minister in charge of Home Department): (o) The ban was lifted by 
Government Notification No. 33S-Pr., dated the 17<h March, 1947. 

(b) Does not arise. 


Improvement of agriculture. 

111. Khan Sahib MOBARAK ALI KHAN: (a) Will the Ilon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fisheries 
be pleased to state whether the Government are considering any scheme for 
improvement of agriculture and pecuniary conditions of agriculurists 
including bargadars? 

(6) If so, what is that and how many years will be necessary to carry out 
the scheme in its entirety? 

(c) Are the Government going to introduce scientific method of cultiva- 
tion in this country? 

( d ) If so, when? 

(e) If not, why not? 

MINISTER IN CHARGE of the’DEPARTMENT Of AGRICULTURE, 
FORESTS and Fisheries (the Hon’ble Mr. Ahmed Hossain): (a) Yes; 
a number of schemes have been formulated for the improvement of agricul- 
ture. These are bound to improve the condition of the agriculturists of 
Bengal. 

(b) The honourable member is referred to the schemes contained in the 
Bengal Plan for Post-War Reconstruction, a copy of which is placed on the 
Library Table. 

The plan aims at executing the schemes in the next five year* but it is not 
possible to fix any time limit by which development in it* entirety can be 
effected. 
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(d) The lonourrfble metier is reUfTed to the reply to part (&) of th< 
question, 

(e) Does not anje. 

Mr.^>B€8IDENT: Questions over. 

4 

Adjournment Motions. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUIffDAR: I have an adjournment motion stand- 
ing in my name, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: An adjournment motion stands in your name — you 
mean about the durwan? But what are the special circumstances about 
it? 

* Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Sir, a respectable eye-witness ha< 
informed me about this case 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am very sorry. I have considered the matter 
Will you please take your seat, Mr. Majumdar? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: All right, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: These incidents however unfortunate have become 
common and if the business of the House has to be adjourned for consider- 
ing these matters then everyday we shall have to adojourn the business oi 
the House and go on considering these incidents. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Sir, it is very difficult to get a gotfd 
case. It is a very important matter and a respectable eye-witness . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am very sorry. Eye-witness or no eye-witness. 
I cannot consider this as a matter of urgent public importance in the sens! 
that the business of this House should be suspended, because unfortunately 
such incidents art* very common nowadays. Since August last there hf^e 
been innumerable such incidents and I think there is nothing special in 
your motion for which it should be admitted. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Everyday murders are being committed 
before our very eyes : then what is the legislature for, if we cannot draw 
ithe attention of Government to that ? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I am sorry I cannot go on discussing this point 
with you. But you realise that nobodv regrets these incidents more than 
myself. I regret it ns much as you do or as much as any other honest 
citizen in this country does. 

Hr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: May I ask for a statement with regard 
to this case as to what steps the Government have taken or propose to 
take P 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: What is the opinion of the Hon’ble Minister? 

The Hon’ble Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: If short a*notice question is 
put Government will be prepared to answer. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He suggests that if you put a short notice question, 
Government will give a reply. What do you say, Mr. Majumdar? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: All right, Sir. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I have an adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. What is the urgency of the mattef^ttd why 
do you put this adjournment motion ? You may state your case 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAt: Tfcwe are iwo adjoununen^nolloiis in 
my same. I would like to take tke fihst one regarding curfew order in 
Souik Calcutta. Shall I make a statements N 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Yes, make a short statement. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, my motion runs thus: this Coum 

io adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent pi_^ 

importance, namely, the sudden imposition of the curfew order on eeH&in 
ireas in the South Calcutta without proper justification whatsoever causing 
rreat inconvenience and injury to the pubilc, trade and commerce from 
j a.m. on the 24th April till 6 a.m. on the 25th instant when even children 
bad to go without milk and many had to fast. 

This curfew order has given South Calcutta a bad name. As a matter 
of fact since tbe present disturbance started about a month agd, 
there has been no incident in South Calcutta. As a matter of fact 
South Calcutta is the only portion of Calcutta which lias retained 
the reputation of good conduct. There is no justification why suddenly 
there should be a curfew order entailing great inconvenience to the 
people living there. The trouble for the Government is that the 
hartal was a fccemendous success and that hartal was over the activities of 
the police. The public resented the activities of the police and voluntarily 
public was observing the hartal. There was a large number of people passing 
r>v the footpath and that always happens in u great, city like Calcutta. They 
were very peaceful and were not doing anv injury to any one. That was 
rhat we saw in South Calcutta. But near my house a portion was ourfewed 
From Jagu Babu Bazar and up to Elgin Road, it was bounded on the 
Restern side by Harisli Mukherji Hoad, on the east by Ganga Prosad 
Mukherji Hoad. There was absolutely no justification for curfewing this 
area as there was no incident and the people there were peaceful. Another 
portion which was ourfewed was bounded by Nadnnunda Hoad on the west 
a&d by Itussa Road, the east by Hash Behari Avenue on the south and 
byCHazra Park on the north. The curfew order was passed very carelessly 
in that it did not give the proper boundary. They mentionecf about tbe 
Fudges Court Hoad in place of Hazra Hoad, but the Judges Court Hoad 
s in Alipore. Hazra Road should be in the north. They also gave wrong 
boundary, namely, portion of the Ramesh Mitter Hoad as on the south. 

It leftist the name of a portion of Kalighat Hoad. The result of mistakes 
a as that many people were arrested and taken to thana. As a result of 
his curfew, the puolic suffered great inconvenience without any reason — 
the children were without any food or milk and the whole business of the 
South Calcutta was strangled. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That will do, Mr. Das. Will Government give 
their views? t 

The Hon’Me Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, the effect of this curfew 
>rder is over. So it is for consideration whether this adjournment motion 
is admissible. I am not saying that. I only say that there is no urgency 
now. I would see that — I am not quite sure of the facts — tbe curfew order 
is announced in su$h a way that there may not be any grievance. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: How is it announced? 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: It is announced by publicity 
van, through papers and through radio. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister is referring 
to tbe thirdf adjournment motion and we are discussing the first one. He 
has not read tbe proper one under discussion. It is on the curfew order 
itself % 




.^PRESIDENT: Now, what abaut this adjournment motion P 
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Th# Hoil'We Mr, FAIL UR „ RAHMAN: With regard to the curfei 
order itseijf the subject natter cannot come under discussion, I do nc 
think the "Adjournment motion, can be discussed. Moreover, this is not th 
first occasion that the curfe% btder has been passed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, when was the curfew order actually passe 

announced ? 

^ Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS* At 10 p.m. at night on the 23rd. Th 
people did not know that tiere was curfew and the people could not knoi 
what was coming. They could not do any shopping. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case why did you not give notice on th 
25th ? 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I did it. (Mr. Haridas Majumdar 
Yes, Sir, he did it.) 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Majumdar, Mr. Das is there to answer to m 
question whether he did it or not. At what time? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: At about 1 p.m. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Before three hours of the sitting? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Immediately before we sat. 

Mr, PRESIDENT : Was it according to rules? 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: If the adjournment motion was to b 
taken up on that day then three hours’ time is necessary. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr Das, when you did actually give notice? 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I gave uotice after reaching here- 
about half-an-hour before our sitting on that day. ■ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case you missed your chance. Accordin 
to our rules you should have given notice three hours before the meeting o 
the 25th. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: If it had to be taken up on that daj 
But it was for the next day or if the motion is taken up the next day w 
can give notice any time before the meeting. That is our custom, c 
practice or rule. I can give you several cases when even if the notice wa 
not given three hours before the sitting the motion was admitted an 
discussed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am told by the Secretary that the usual practic 
is to give notice according to the rule (rule 100) three hours before th 
meeting of the House, and on that day, that is on Friday the 25th tb 
House met at 2-15 p.m. — not at 1-36 p.m. as on other days but later tha 
usual — and you should have given three hours’ notice before the meetin 
Lour but you did not. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Please give me a 'hearing, Sir. If 
had given it three hours before the meeting of the Council on that da 
my motion would have come up for consideration of its admissibility b 
you that very day. Because I could not give three hours’ notice I misse 
the chance on Friday. But surely it could be taken up on the next sittin 
day. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That will be interpreting the thing in a differei 
way from the practice of the House because the present practice is — an 
that is strictly enforced— that there should be at feast three houw’^qtic 
before the sitting of the House. 
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* have^ot yet finished, Sir. *1 say 
thw, Sir, that it will be giving a very bad INNtffcclent if a ruiii is given 
today to the effect that if three hours’ not^fi* # hot given an adjournment 
motion cannot at all be taken up. ; l cannot quote instances offhand bull 
think, Sir, that there is record to show several instances where adjourn- 
ment motions presented on a day were taken up the next day. There i» 
another thing, a very important thing which should be considered in tflfcH 
connection TV e are passing through very troublous times. Did the 
Government send us the truck that day in time so that I could have 
presented this adjournment motion 3 hours before the sitting of the Council 
on r riday ? The not is going on and there is the conveyance trouble. 
(Laughter from the Government Benches.) Your Government is conduct- 
ing the administration in such a way that the riot has not yet subsided 
and vou should all hang down your heads in shame instead of laughing, 
On the 2oth also there was the riot going on; people were being killed ; 
stabbmgs were going on and all atrocities were continuing with all the 
attendant inconveniences to the public. That we could manage to attend 
the sittings in spite of the turmoil in the city should go in favour of 
waiving Ihe 3-hour notice for adjournment motions, I mean in respect of 
my adjournment motion put in on Friday. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, Mr. Das, you must finish. You are 
expected to make a brief statement only in supimrt. of your motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: That statement. I have made. You 
\ a .' e ralse ' 1 » Point affecting- the privileges of members of this House and 
Ins will apply every time in future, namely, that there .should he 3 hours’ 
iot.ee for a, i adjournment motion. What I want to sav in reply to ttif 
'artier* ^ ( ‘*<™«rdinary circumstances prevented us from coming 3 hours 

trictly according E to T tbe n,le.’ Apnrt’frmi! (Im^wL'lls the subject -matter 

r fcatete; 

nentT'™! i' V a , stat " te aml 111 rxercise of that statutory right Govern- 
nent have taken the steps. So I do not think ] can allow this motion. 

ou M Sbr L f., L | , T CH ^?, RA , D/ ' 8: 1 liavo ? nt ano,llPr point to place before 

on Sir, and I would like (o have your enlightenment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: AVhat is your point? 

"'•“LIT CHANDRA DAS: What is the motion? The motion ia 
out the sudden imposition of the curfew. I am surely not going to 
uestion the right of the Government to impose a curfew' hut even when 

ie wwer of d the 1 fJ lraPOSefl T ? “ re ,0 P rotest a P ains ‘ abuse of 

e«r^;o the , Go : er r e,,t ln lnl P"i ,n <? the curfew. All that iny adjourn- 
eiJ t ni °Lon seeks to do is to censure the sudden imposition- 

idd^nle P :^ E *n ,DENT! . Mr Das ’ furfe ' v order9 >’<’ imposed very 

lauenly m the present circumstances. 1 y 


iv : 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will you kindly allow me to have my 

Mr. PRESIDENT:.! am very patiently listening to you, Mr. Daa. 

CHANDRA DAS: What I sav is this: I do not question 
e ngnt of the Government to impose any curfew; that is altogether wrong 

1 n .;’‘ rfe T °, r,er f have b,>en im P° sefi *>.V Government in different 
« Calcutta and that has never been questioned bv us and from that 
rcumstance you can certainly understand our conduct that we are not 

IMtinninr* tka ih_ C 1 ±_ • ii * n . 
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protest against is, the abuse this power of th/ Government to impose a 
curfew; JJ^that I do say^S^that this sudden imposition of the curfew in 
South Calcutta was absolutely Jin justified. It was suddenly done and for 
ih» we want to discuss this matter in the House. Therefore I want to 
make the question absolutely clear. H&Ve you heard of any adjournment 
motion being moved, Sir, simply becfiues a curfew order was being imposed? 
For the .peace and tranquillity of the city the Government have a right to 
impose a curfew; we have never challenged or questioned that right. But 
equally we have also the right to protest against the abuse of that power. 
It was the abuse of that power bv the Government in suddenly imposing 
the curfew in South Calcutta which was absolutely quiet from the 24th 
March till then. This has given a bad name to South Calcutta for nothing. 
Therefore, when the Government h abusing its power we are entitled to 
protest against such abuse. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Have you finished? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Yes 

Mr. Haridas Majumdar rose 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, you cannot rise at this stage, Mr. Majumdar. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir,’ may I say something on 
,»ui8 matter ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, I am not going to listen to you. But are you 
rising on a point of order because if you raise a point of order I am prepared 
you. 

' Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: No. Sir, but on the present 

point regarding the admissibility of the adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No. I am going to hear the views of Government 
only. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: But I am equally interested in 
the business of the House as a private member. 

* Mr. PRESIDENT: Only the mover of the adjournment motion is 
expected to make a short statement and the Government too can make a 
short statement in support of or in opposition to the motion. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Could I not say or submit 
anything a? to the motion being not in order according to the rules? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If the Chair allows, then certainly you can. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Then may I have your 
permission ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: V erv well, go on. In that case Mr. Majumdar, 
you can speak also. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: The chair should not give 
Mr. Majumdar the right to speak simply because that right has been con- 
ceded to me also. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you can address the House, then others also 
can. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: But. Sir, vou have always 

allowed members to spea^on the admissibility or irregularity of motions. 
What I aiu going to say is that mv friend Mr. Das bas in the garb of an 
explanation raised the merits of the question. So far as an adjournment 
motion is concerned, it i9 a well-recognised principle that recurring 
iicidents are never considered to be urgent. The word * ‘urgency”, is always 
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interpreted as having always occurred for tlj^iirst time and that oan be 
discussed when the House meets. ThereforeHjHHi. imposition 4 $# a curfew 
order which has been recurring in Bhowanipore can never be the subject 
of an adjournment motion because it lacks the first qualification, namely 
that it is not an urgent matter of" public importance. Secondly, as my 
learned friend has pointed out he has "no grouse or grievance so long as 
people who belong to the other camp are punished but it matters vefy mueh 
if others are punished. Therefore, the motion is out of order from all 
points of view. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: Yes, Mr. Majumdar. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: My point is that it is an urgent matter 
in this way : that hours or 3o hours curfew are being imposed without 

onv interval, so that milk for childreu may l>e obtained or doctors' advice 
may tie obtained. In other provinces where curfews are imposed of sucii 
long duration some hours are also allowed by the authorities to enable the 
people affected to obtain their food in the locality. Here you see the policy 
of the Government is very bad and as regards ‘the areas given it is very, 
confusing and ignorant people going into those areas were taken into police 
vans and were fined en masse. That is the reason why this matter should 
he discussed in an adjournment motion — lieeause, Sir, it is very urgent. It 
is the result of the guidance of an unreasonable Government. So this must 
he thrashed out. I do not sav that there should be no curfew order; but 
I do sav that reasonable time should he allowed to the people of the locality 
where 24 hours or 35 hours or 59 hours of curfew is imposed. So it should 
not be treated lightly. 

' 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8H: Sir, there are two 
questions involved which should lie considered when vou are going to give 
us your consent to the adjournment motion. My friend Mr. Hamidul Huq 
( howdhurv has said that if it is a recurring incident it cannot he argued. 
Mv submission is that recurring events or not, anv particular event which 
might have taken place under certain circumstances, mav be urgent in the 
sense that that eyenl happened at the instance of Government and under 
circumstances which had no justification for the issue of a curfew order in 
that particular area. The honourable member has tried to bring up this 
motion before this House on two main grounds. The first is that there was 
nlHoIuteiy no incident in that area ami nothing happened in that part of 
the Jocalitv to justify the issue of anv curfew. The second point is that 
it was passe, 1 suddenlv at certain hours of the night when the ordinary 
people or most of the people could have absoultoly no information aboui. 
the curfew order and they cannot uprise themselves of the order 


Th* Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of order, Sir. I 
tmd that Mr. Mahalanobish in making a statement is really going into the 
?h ent ir 0 * ca ^ which I submit he cannot do. The point that is before 
t » ," ouse ™ whether this adjournment motion is in order or not, 
* kr ei * V ° U s ^ ou ^ «U° W it or not, whether it is urgent, whether it is of 
public importance. These are the onlv points on which the discussion 
should be based — — 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: It i* not a point of order. 

. Th# Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: You are not to say whether it 
is point of order or not. . The Chair is there. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mahalanobish, I do not think vou can go into 
the merits of the case. 

Hr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: Not at all. Sir, I only 
«&id that there are two points for consideration. First of all as the mover 
nas said there was no justification for the curfew order and the second—* 
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PRESIDENTS It Really going into the merits of the case. So 
I think yoir should avoid it.* 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: Sir, regarding the 
question of the urgency of the matter and of public importance the mover 
of the motion has already said that there was abuse of the power and there 
was no justification of the order. Under the circumstances you may in 
your discretion allow the adjournment motion. These are the points which 
I am placing before the House and I am not discussing anything else. I 
am only placing these two points. The urgency of the matter should he 
seen and also whether there is proper justification for the imposition of this 
order. So, it would be for the Hon’ble President after hearing the Gov- 
ernment spokesman on this subject — whether these three points have been 
satisfied, namely, whether it is of public importance, whether there was 
proper justification and whether it was urgent or not. I submit, Sir, that 
the mover has satisfied the House that this motion conforms to the rules 
and therefore it is admissible. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Yes, Mr. Sen. 

Mr. 8ATI8H CHANDRA SEN: Sir, the points to be discussed and 
decided upon are (1) whether the motion satisfies the condition of paragraph 
97 — whether this matter to be discussed is of urgent public importance. 
About this point it lias been amply shown that it is of urgent public 
importance. Now, about the time for giving notice, T find under section 
10 it is stated that the notice should he handed over to the Secietaiy at 

least three hours liefore the sitting of the Council, so that the mover may 

take the Chair’s permission to move the motion. If the required space of 
time is not there, the motion cannot he moved on that day, and it might lie 
said that the provision has not been complied with. The provision of time 
is there only to enable the President to consider the matter. So, if the 

motion is not taken up the same day, I think full three hours’ time may 

not he necessary. It transpires also that on the 25th it could not he taken 
up. So, bow can it transgress the time-provision? If a restrictive order 
is put on like this, a very valuable privilege of the House will be curtailed. 
I think, Sir, you should treat this matter more liberally. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Older, order. I think the matter has been 
sufficiently discussed. It involves two points. First of all, whether the 
matter is urgent and whether the notice was given in time. Now, as 
regards the notice, I am inclined to think that the notice was not given 
ill time. The notice should have been given three hours before the meeting 
on the 25th. As the honourable mover considered the matter to be urgent, 
he should have taken the earliest opportunity to ask for permission by 
putting in the notice. That he did not. IV e had a meeting on the 25th 
and so far I remember there was no adjournment motion pending before 
the House on that date; we discussed non-official resolutions on the 25th. 
feo if the honourable member bad given notice in time the question of 
admissibility of this motion could have been taken up on the 25th 
immediately after the Question Hour. But be did not comply with the 
provisions of Rule 100. 

(Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar got up to say something.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT* Order, order, the Chair is now addressing the House 
and the discussion has been finished. 

Then arises the question-, “the sudden imposition of the curfew order on 
certain areas in South Calcutta without any proper justification. M Now 
the expression “without any proper justification “ cannot be taken into 
account in considering the admissibility of the motion because that will he 
really going into the merits of the case. It is not open to the members to 
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go into that point and it is not the Junction of Jhe Chair either to |$b‘into 
that point. Now here Government discharged certain statutory Unties — 
and it is the practice and we have precedents in this House that adjourn- 
ments are not usually allowed wheif a question arises out of the Govern- 
ment’s discharging their statutory functions in coqrse of the ordinary 
administration. That is exactly what they have done here. Therefore, I 
consider this motion out of order. So I do not give my consent and that 
is my decision. 

Mr. BIJOY 8INCH NAHAR: I have got up not to say anything about 
the decision given by you but only on a matter of fact. On the 25th 
instant I moved an adjournment motion and that is the reason why my 
friend could not move this motion of his. The point is that on the' 25th 
there was an adjournment motion already pending and it is I who moved 
that adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That made no difference whatsoever. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But there was an adjournment motion 
already that day. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That makes no difference as regards the admis- 
sibility of this motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8. I have another adjournment motion on 
the comment of Mr. Suhruwardy, the Chief Minister of Bengal, regarding 
the 100, Harrison Road case. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Where was that comment made, can you tell meP 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: We came to knotf of it on the 25th from 
the newspapers. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Where was that comment made? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: That was made in the Assembly on the 
Hartal Day, i.e., on the 23rd and the statement was “After my statement 
on Tuesday in the Council there could l>e no justification for any public 
action on the alleged incidents of 100, Harrison Road”, etc. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Please hear me for a minute. The statement of 
the Hon’ble Chief Minister which you are referring to waa made before the 
other place and so it was the duty of the other House to take up the matter 
there if it is so desired. And it is not the practice to discuss matters 
mentioned in another place on the floor of this House. That is a dangerous 
practice. I can never encourage that practice. So I would request 
you 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: One minute more, Sir, I wunt to have my 

say. • 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please do so. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: What I do say is this I am not dis- 
cussing .the right of the Chief Minister to make a statement in the 
Assembly; nothing of the sort. You asked of me where he made that 
statement to which I said that he made the statement in the Assembly. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Will you kindly bear with me one minute? la 
your point* this that you take exception to a statement made in the 
Legislative Assembly. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: No, not with respect to that. I take 
oxcention to his statement regarding the 100. Harrison Road, Cft*e* 
Nowh ere in my motion have I said that it was made in the Assembly. 
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Mr^gf RESIDENT: I must know where the statement was made, so I 
put theTjuestion. „ * " 

M f. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: From wherever he made the statement 
the comment was published in the papers. He did the mischief by hi- 
comments and the statement was published in the papers and we read it 
and saw that it was calculated to prejudice the prosecution and help the 
defence. When my adjournment motion regarding the 100, Harrison Road 
incident came up before y$u in this House, as soon as I read out the 
adjournment motion, the Chief Minister got up and said that the case wa^ 
sub-jiidice and requested that no member make any comment on the case. 
Then, Sir, in bis statement of the 23rd, he further said that this case was 
enquired into by high-ranking Government servants who made the enquiry 
with meticulous care and he said that even if officers of the Crown who 
li'ave now decided to send up the 100, Harrison Road case to the courts 

Th* Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of order, Sir. I do 
Rot think that the submission that Mr. Das is making is relevant to the 
point to be decided by you now, namely, whether this adjournment is 
admissible or not. The statement which is being referred to by him was 
madfc in the other House; and he has also referred to" its publication in the 
press and if he can refer to the Premier’s statement in the Assembly as 
published in the press, they may have occurred in the headlines. There- 
fore, as you have rightly observed, Sir, statements made in the other House 
should not be the subject matter of discussion in this House ; otherwise very 
bad practice would creep in. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not a new point of order, Mr. Rahman. 

The Hon'blt Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: What I am saying is that it is 
not relevant to the point of the motion whether the motion is suh-judice or 
not. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I was referring to the conduct of 
Mr. Suhrawardy in this Council House. As soon as I read out my adjourn- 
ment motion he stood lip and turning towards this side said, “well, you cannot 
go on with this motion ” and whv? because Government have decided to send 
up the case to a court. It had gone to the Government’s high ranking officers 
who had enquired into the case with meticulous care; anywav, these officers of 
the Crown had decided to send up this case and even if thev had decided the 
matter in any other way, Government themselves had decided that it should 
l)e sent up and he requested every one of us to refrain from making any 
comment on the case so that no party uiav he prejudiced. Under the 
circumstances the adjournment motion could not be discussed and had to 
be dropped. Now, Sir, be himself violates his own contract. He himself 
laid down a certain contract but he himself again violates it. He makes 
a statement hereafter in the Assembly and violates bis own contract and in 
doing so makes a very serious statement which is calculated to prejudice 
the case 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order. Mr. Das, you cannot go on dis- 
cussing the matter at random, because you must answer my direct question. 
The statement you are referring to was made in the other House : was it 
♦r was it not? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Yes, it was made in the other House. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: If it was made in the other House that matter 
cannot come up in this House and I would request honourable members 
not to indulge in the practice of discussing here statements made in the other 
Houae; it would be a very undesirable practice and this House should stick 
to its own tradition of not discussing a matter that happened in another 



19 4J.J MATERNITY BENEFIT BILL. v «5» 

Mr. LaBt Chandra Das rose: 

t? v v 

Mr. PRESIDENT : I *m very sorry/ I do not think there is anything 
mort 3to say in this* matter. So I do not give my consent. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: Sir, there is another motion standing 
in iiiy name. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! Yes, Mr. Majumdar. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: My motion is as follows: failure of 
the Government to announce the order of curfew in the Bhowanipore area 
on the 24th instant in a proper and efficient manner, resulting in 'tlie 
persecution of hundreds of innocent passers-by who were naturally ignorant 
of the said order. 

The curfew was not imposed in a proper and efficient manner. This is ft 
very urgent matter and explains itself. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: You object to the method of the announcement? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Yes, Sir. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: May I enquire of the Hon’ble Minister as to how 
the curfew was announced and whether Government are prepared to see that 
it is properly announced in future? 

The Hon’ble Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: I shall give it my proper 
consideration to see how better methods could be adopted for the purpose 
in future. Then with regard to the question of announcement it is usually 
announced by publicity vans going round and also by notices in the press. 

Mr, HARIDA8 MAJUMDAR: I think, Sir, it should be done by hooter 
in each thana. 

The Hon’ble Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: I shall consider it. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: In view of the assurance I do not want 
to press my motion. 

The Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947. 

Mr, BIJOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, with regard to the Bengal Acquisi- 
tion of Waste Land Bill we want your permission for the extension of time 
for submission of the new amendments. The Hon’ble Minister could not 
manage to priut them. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is tlie number of the amendments? 

Mr. BIJOY SINCH NAHAR: About 10 or so. 

. Mr. PRESIDENT: Have you com^ to an agreement with the ITon'blo 
Minister? 

Mr, BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Yes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: What happened was that 
Mr. Nahar approached me and I said that I should have no objection 
provided the -number is small 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yery well, those amendments are admitted. 

Thfc Bengal Maternity Benefit (Tea Estates) Bill, 1S47. 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: I beg to 

introduce the Bengal Maternity Benefit (Tea Estates) Bill, 1947. 

In doing so I may sjate for^the information of the House 
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Mr# BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: $if, we have not got copies of t 
Bill. " *. . v ' * 

The Hon’ble Mr. |AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: The Bill w 
published in the Gazette. In this connection I may say one or two w.or 
regarding this Bill. Thig Bill had passed through this Council year befo 
last fut it (lapsed before it could be passed by the Assembly as it dissolve 
It i ft a short Bill and I tl^nk there is no objection to the passage of t! 
Bill. Therefore a date may be fixed for the consideration of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What date do you suggest? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: One wee 

Ttere is special circumstances regarding this Bill. It had passed throuj 
tne Select Committee of this House and it was also passed clause by clau 
by this House and after that it was introduced in the House exactly in t! 
name form with this dicerence 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: May I just enquire whether you want bo’th cfl 
sideration and passing of the Bill, because in that case sufficient time w 
have to be given to the Opposition for amendments. What time you sugges 
One week will not he sufficient, because the amendments will ha\e to 
“^tabulated, printed and circulated. It will take time. 

BUOY 8INCH NAHAR. The time should be at least a fortnigl 

The Hcn'ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: We m 

agree to 15 days, provided amendments to the clauses of the Bill are al 
given. 

. Mr. PRESIDENT: So, amendments are to be sent in bv 3 n.m. ' 
the loth May. On which date \ou propose to take up the Bill i or co 
sideration? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: We want 
take that up on the loth. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you want that the Bill he taken into consider 
tion on the 15th, then the office will require time for printing and circulatio 

* Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Sir, we want a fortnight’s time. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Why do you require a fortnight’s time? He 
many clauses there are in .the Bill? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 17 clause 

Mf« PRE8IDENT: Only 17 clauses! Then I think we can fix Sotu 
day, the 10th, that is, ten days’ time for putting in amendments and fo 
fiaya for the office; then the motion„for consideration may be taken up < 
the 15th. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Provided, Sir, we finish the Acquisitii 
of Waste Land Bill. 

* Mf. PRE8IDENT: So long as we do not finish one Bill we cann 
* take up another. So, the Bill will be taken up on the 15th provided tl 
Other business before the House is finished and by Saturday, the 10th, ti 
imendments to the clauses of the Bill may be put in. 

Now, the next item js the Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill. 

The Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947. 

Mr. RI8WANATH ROY: Sir, some amendments were moved the oth 

day 
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Hr. PRESIDENT: I understand that Mr. BWVanath Roy aras in 
msaMsion ,aL the House on Mr. -Oharu Chandra Sanyal’s motion that the 
Bill be recotemitted. Mr. Roy. 

Ilr. B 18 WAN ATM ROY: Sir, my argument^or supporting the 
amendment are. very simple. Quite a large number of amendments-— as 
madias 600, according to the Secretary, have been tabled. From this it 
will be clear that the original draft of the Bill even when revised fif the 
Select Committee is not at all happy. There are suggestions for many 
changes in the Bill and instead of considering them one by one in the open 
Hous% the matter may be referred back to the Select Committee again and • 
thus suggestions contained in the amendments may have a chance of taping 
considered carefully in that place. 

Moreover, as the number of amendments is very large, it will takem^ 
very long time for their consideration in the open House. The honourable 
members will speak for and against each of them. But if it is presented 
before the House after consideration of the suggestions in the amendments 
pat forth it will not take much time to discuss the Bill in this House. 


It may be recalled that at the time of introducing this very Bill in the 
Lower House a fairly large number of amendments were tabled there ant 
those amendments were of a similar nature. It only shows that substantial 
changes are essentially necessary in the Bill. These changes cannot be maS^ 
in the open House. The party mandate to the honourable membeis of thfc 
Government side here stands in the way — scarcely any member finds a scop# 
to exert his free judgment. It is our sad experience that whatever amend- 
meat the Opposition will move will be negatived bv the Ministerial party 
hr sheer force of a brute majority. The merit, genuineness, honesty of 
purpose or anything whatsoever in such amendments would be mercilessly 
thrown out. 1, therefore, think the reconsideration of the amendments -by 
the same Select Committee once again will ensure justice and fair-play. 

Besides these, when the Bill was considered in the Select Committee first 
time it was rushed through so very hastily when the members of our party 
could not attend due to short notice and could not take part in the proceed- ( 
ings of the Committee on the first day. Many clauses were taken up and 
finished on that day and when in the next day’s proceedings the member* 

of our party in the Select Committee wanted to reopen the consideration** 

of those clauses they were not allowed to do so. I>et the very same perso^l 

have an opportunity to consider them afresh. So if the matter is referred 

to the same Select Committee it will help everyone to discuss the Bill in % 
fair and square manner. 


Mr. NACENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH : It is essential that thin 
Bill should be recommitted for further consideration. It is perfectly cle^f 
from a simple perusal of the provisions of this Bill that under this Bill ft 
is intended to take over lands from a certain number of people with a view 
to make them over to certain other people. Now one of the objects that is 
mentioned in this Bill is that the wliste lands, I mean certain classes or 
waste lands would Jbe taken over for certain public purposes. And public 
purpose has been defined amongst other things as afforestation of lan^* 
With regard to that I submit that the Select Committee did not pay proper 
attention because there is already an Act which is called the Forest Act 
and another Act called the Land Acquisition Act both of which can*bJ 
applied for the purpose of acquiring land for afforestation. Then tfye ndMf 
clause is the carrying out of irrigation or drainage schemes. That aim, 
I subtnit, clearly comes* within the purview of the Land Acquisition i®t 
andjor that a special Act is not necessary. That aspect of the case, Lam 
afraid, has not been taken into account by the Select Committee. Then 
comes the provision of sites for the setting up of model villages. That I 
think is ciearlv mentioned in the Land Acquisition Act as one of the 
purposes for which land may be acquired provided the Local Gfovernment 
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issues notification ?or the purpose these three clauses (a), (b) 
and (c) seem to me to be merefwgp *#^iwtsh and unnecessar&mjicluded in 
the definition of ‘‘public purposeW?j0V it to giye itj|e colour of 

acquisition for public purpose. I%efi*l5ir, clat$(i (^ffiee&s to be the^real 
object for which this Bill has been *ntfpduced* fepca*** I am sure ray 
honourable friends opposite and the Bobble Minister in charge would* not 
contend that this Bill is necessary for the purpose mention®! in clauses (a), 
(b) and (c) of clause 4. Now clause (d) deals with a very complicated matter 
and in clause ( d)(i ) it is laid “in order to provide them with a means of 
livelihood if they are without such a means of livelihood as a resul t o f dis- 
ofclyge from military service, the operation of natural causes orlBcum* 
stafiqes, such as disturbances of the public tranquillity over which they have 

f ^control”. Now we. know, Sir, and it is perhaps known unfortunately to 
“of us who live in this country that disturbances of publi outran qui llity 
ye become the order of the day and that whether those peopta*#ith whom 
these lands are going to be settled had or had not any control over those 
disturbances • it is extremely difficult for anybody to say anything^® Mm 
Jirith any degree of certainty but Government reserve to themseWw wie 

e of saying whether a particular man had or had not any control over 
disturbances. But, Sir, whatever that may be, the object seems to 
me to rob Peter to pay Paul. Therefore the name of the Bill should I 
Ifoink be changed to Kob Peter and Pay Paul Bill. It is not really a 
nonest Bill for acquisition of land by Government really for a public 
purpose. Therefore the Select Committee should be very careful in con- 
sidering all these clauses, some of which have been redundantly, unneces- 
sarily and I should say, foolishly, brought into the definition of public 
purpose with a view to throw dust in the eyes of the Legislature, as it they 
would he carried away with these objects which Government now applaud 
as being public purposes. We do know that these are absolutely nothnmg. 
They are not necessary because we have already got sufficient legal machinery 
4or enacting the purposes mentioned in clauses (a), (b) and (c) oi clause 
»!*>• _ __ 

*Theq Sir, there is another matter which also requires further considera- 
tion by the Select Committee and that is the clause where there u an 
indication that they might intend to provide the people with holdings of 
an economic size if they are petty cultivators, bargadars or landless laborers 
jfhose means of livelihood are in the opinion of the Provincial Government 
insufficient to maintain a reasonable standard of life. Then, it goes flu to 
Iky in clause 2(4)(<f)(m) in order to enable such person or persons to 
carry on large scale farming on a co-operative basis or otherwise by the use 
of power-driven mechanical appliances: 

^ Now, Sir, take these two clauses together. I do not see why 
pUBory acquisition should be resorted to with a view to give some people 
economic holdiugs and if the object of provision of power-driven me<J|*i|ic!al 
appliances is the improvement of agriculture, then I submit that that can 
be, easily done by inducing the peopl^ to cultivate fallow lands, fallow 
lands wherever available, to go there and settle there as bargaders/Hor 
bhagdar* or on other terms with persons to whom these landa aqjially 
belong. I submit that there is no fool of a landlord or zamindar wht> 
IPamd not allow his land to be cultivated if really he could obtain cultivators 
to-* cultivate those lands. And if Government is so keen if s|fcply 
ptchineries, power-driven machineries for the purpose of co-operative 
on a co-operative basis there is no landlord or landholders 
PC believe who would object to that. On the other hand, % every 
San having some waste land would be very glad to altar that 
taftt to bf Msultivatei. So all those are matters which 
?ertainly require the attention of the Select Committee and I am afraid 
that this aspect, of tlfe matter has not been taken into jfrious consideration 
»y the Select Committee. The next point that would hi necessary for the 
Select Committee to consider would be mainly the question of compensation. 
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In this Bill thfe proposal is ^prfl^lbaUy tg deprive- 1 the people of their ladd* 
nr ttArbfep&Jaure slices of their laffif^ihfsssf any compensation at all. With 
ud the kar-to cl 


or $erhftpU||g€ 
a v|pw to fp a 

^pmmpX of — they* &«* -mentioned nominal compehaa- 

t ionto he paid W©5gj#iiers of the lands. There is a positive bar under 
section 299 oLUie^ Government of India Act to acquire land without com- 
pensation and^Nby want to satisfy that law by saying that they would 
a Uaw. otupperisaftion. I would like to ask whether that is a real compliance 
Tnfcn the * provision of Section 299 of Government of India Act or it is 
m ewdy an admission to circumvent the law by putting forward a proposal * 
of thfETnature to the Legislature. I would ask the honourable member&Ao 
seriously consider whether this law is ostensibly provided to pay *« 

as compensation to the landholders who are going to be deprived oi thgfrH 
lands practically for nothing. I submit that not literally but essenti^ffip 
it is a lai^which is being sought to be enacted against the provisions 
section 299 of the Government of India Act and the Select Committee 
shqphkbe well advised to consider whether or not this is really an attftnpt 


ay compensation 
I mean section 


mean section 299 of :thd 


to ^froum vent that law. I submit that iu that view the provision 
regard to compensation ought to be recast in a proper and equitable manhtf. 
Then there is the provision in this Bill by which the acquisition is sough* 
to be made practically on the whims of a Collector who is not really a 
collector but who should be called Collector because auyboddy — Tom, l)icK fljW 
Harry — may be notified by the Government as Collector but need not be an 
I.C.S., or a member of the B.C.S., he need not be a member of the Judicial 
Service — any man, any friend or anybody whom the* Hon'ble Minister 
might choose to patronise or to nominate may he notified as Collector. I 
think, Sir, this is a very dangerous proposal for the Government to appoint 
any man whether he has got any qualification or not, whether lie has any 
judicial experience or not, to act as Collector, because you will find from 
the provisions of the Bill that very responsible duties have been given to thf 
Collector, for example, to consider whether any land should be or should ribtj 
he acquired or whether a particular laud is really fit for acquisition und|P 
this Act or whether it is a reasonable ground to claim exemption under 
the provision of this Act. Therefore the man who is to be entrusted wdjjb m 
tlm work this Act should be a man of sufficient legal knowledge. TluA, 
will also have to he considered by the Select Committee when the Bin* 
is recommitted. I will not take the time of the House in discussing othac*. 
provisions of the Bill which would require much more attention than baity 
nkhertg been given by the Select Committee and having regard to tb% 
number of amendments it would appear that here are really many seriobs 
points fgjr consideration by the Select Committee again. With these words 
I support the amendment of Mr. Sanval for recommittal. _ 

, Ml*. C. MORGAN: Mr. President, Sir, I am not in favour of this motio«4* 


Al # Wfcember of the Select Committee, I can say that no useful purpose 
would be served by sending the Bill back to the Select Committee unless 
it, k went back with all these amendments embodied in the Bill. Without^ 
dolli that no useful purpose would be served by simply recommitting the 
BillS®> the Select Committee. Amendments that have been tabled §how 
diverse opinion on this subject and the Bill will remain the same if 
sent to tie Select Committee again without embodying the amendments 

BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, I rise to support the motion movi^ 
by Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal. Mr. Morgan has said that no usefiikpu*-- 
pose would be served by recommitting the Bill to the Select Committal# 
without ^e amendments ‘embodied in the Bill. He has also poi|||*d our" 
that dWEbly sending the Bill back to the Select Committee would not s 
any useful purpose. Now, if the Hon’ble Minister accepts the point that 
the Bill should be%ent back to the Select Committeeitogether with these 
amendments, I think this Bill can be improved upon.. Various ideas 
have been given ir > ^ * tta-ran f amn^m#nfA Vivrtho* rtta mil •< « 
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dgfitrerou* Bill and #e dl know bow is^sfie newapufth people kre oppoj. 
Mg the general principles of the Bi^plSe^al ' iqfpofrfah t pj bliyi bodies 
have expressed their opposition tor Bill. iJB tlie , (JbyOT^nt ; really 

mdan business they can send the^Bm to the Sofect - <Qk>x^tixutt ^0 *wtef $* thi 
Bill may again be discussed thoroughly on the light jEf these 700 amlnd. 
ments. In that case the Bill would be passed in this Hou^ in short t|We 
Otherwise if all th&e 700 amendments are to be considered in the open 
House, it would be sheer waste of time. ' » 


Mr. SATISH CHANDftA SEN: Sir, I rise to* support the motion aider 
consideration. The real position has been amply pointed out by my pre- 
decessors that if for no other reason the Bill should be sent back only to 
consider these large number of amendments which is not possible to dis- 
cuss here. This is enough reason for recommitting the Bill to the Select 
Committee. Mr. Morgan has said that diverse opinion has been expressed 
Oft these amendments. I am really sorry that the Committee dfd not per- 
form their duty. From a perusal of the Bill it will be found that there 
are a number of loopholes which require clarification and redrafting, JTlie 
’Government say that it is urgent matter but, Sir, where is the urgency is 
this matter. We have another Bill which is practically the same as thb 
I, mean the State Acquisition of Zemindaries Bill. Many provisions oj 
these two Bills are the same. I cannot find any reason unless there i*> 
something behind it which we cannot probe into. That is the reason, Sir. 
why the Opposition is very very apprehensive as to the real motive and that 
may be the reason why they have brought in all these amendments. So, 
Sir, considering all these aspects of the thing, if the Government desire 
that there should be no delay then also for that reason it should go back 
to the Committee. If the Government thinks that there is a public urgency 
in this matter even then this Bll need not be hurried aa there is the othf i 
Bill that is coming; they may wait for that thing, I mean the Bengal State 
Acquisition and Tenancy Bill that is under discussion in the Assembly 
ana that will be coming up here. So I should think that it is a modest 
proposition that it should go back to the Committee and reconsidered 
and after that, if possible, the Bill may be placed before this House in 
this very session to have it passed as an Act. 4 


Mf. BIREN ROY: As a member of the Select Committee which* went 
through the provisions of this Bill I rise to support this amendment. It 

may be considered that it is rather a contradiction but in the changed 

circumstances of to-day it should not be so construed because within the 
last fortnight things have come to such a pass that Bengal may t>e parti- 
tioned and the Hon’ble Minister might be on the other side and therefore 
this Waste Lands Bill may prove a complete waste of time. The jfact h 
*|that If i® completely a new BiH. That wants to acquire the Waste lamb 
in the Burdwan Division as well is highly suspicious. And under what- 
ever regime we may live Burdwan Division will be attached to the* Ifidian 
Union and therefore, Sir, it is not necessary to waste our time* and the 
time of this Council by proceeding with this Bill. There are, vajjoii' 
other matters. Sir, which are hanging fire for a long time fwich n* 
the^ new tenancy legislation which is now in the Assembly film we 

can take over such things but a new Bill like this need not he 

brought forward at all. And not only that, Sir. My friend has already 
pointed out that there is the State Acquisition and Tenancy Bill that ireHnin* 
‘An and therefore in that connection we can consider the aspect whether 
these lands should he considered as waste lands or not or whether they 
ihould be acquired at the cost of the Government according to lie 
$£ the land for which we fought, although that value suggested bf.ua hn 4 
not been accepted. Mr. Morgan will agree with me that we wanted to fix 
it at about Rs. 50 p£r bigha and not* at Rs. 5 as o|iginally proposed b. v 
the Government or aURa. 10 as decided in the Select Committee. Mr 
MorgaiTand we decided that it should be Rs. 50 per bigha and not Rs. b* 
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per bigha. Anyway*, Sir, tin* whole Bill will he a wash* of time. Not 
only that, Sir, the Cential (o.vornment lias refused to give this (iovern- 
meut any subvention with which to acquire all these things. I therefore 
advise the llon'hle M iiiislei-iu-i harge to agiee to this amendment so that 
we the niemhers ol the Nclcc t ( nminiHee 1,111 again sit together and find 
out il the title o| tin* Bill ran hr (lunged into the Bengal Acquisition 
<d East Bengal W a*de EaiuL Bit! so that there will he no tumble; we will 
all agiee to it. 


Th6 Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Su, tin' Opposition and other 
Ifonoiiiahle inenibeis have not been able to advance aii\ reason whatsoever 
tor the recommittal of the Bill to the Sele« t (’ommiltee in \iew of the 
agierd natuii* ot the irpoit ot the Select Committee. 1 am rath(*r sur- 
j *1 isrd at the uumher ot amendments that have hern put foiward by the 
Opposit urn. From a peius.tl ot the amendments 1 eau come to only one 
com lusion and that is this tiiat at a subsequent stage the Opposition 
(hanged then mind and 1 1 n ■ \ wauled to delav the passage of the Bill. 
That can be the only objei t with wliieli thev have put m ail these amend* 
incuts. Sir, if uni take tin' minute ot dissent <d Mr B. K. Hoy Choudhury 
1 be! lev c that < 1 1 ! 1 1 is aUo subscribed to b\ othei colleagues ot his of 

t he Congress paiiv Me said that in line ‘J, sub-clause (///) of clause Id 

ill plan* of I*), 1 > should be substituted. Now, this is the only note of 

dissent to the irpoit given In the Congress pally. ( M course, there is 
anothei note ot dissent bin this is h\ Mi. Moigan, so that is a different 
matter Thrirbue, in view uj the agierd nature of the report of the Select 
Coin m 1 1 ter 1 1 1 rsi> aioeiolunuits by the Coiigw.ss j > . ( 1 1 \ aie nothing but delay- 
ing tortus. Then, with legaid to the nbsri \ a t mils ol Mr Sen. that there 
IN lio ill e e 1 1 r \ tut the Bill III V mw ul a sioillai |>?o\|s|en in the Slate Aeijlli- 
s 1 1 1 m n Bill in the uthn House I am ahaid Mi Sen has failed to appreciate 
the pio\ isioiis ot that Bill. W asje hinds r . i n ? i ■ > ( he acquired as .scpniute 
liom the estates and ,in\ Jimmbi I who is alive to tin 1 immensity of the task 
<>t state acquisition even alter the lull Is passed util agree with me that 

sepal ate legislation hu n< qui-i I ion ol wash' lands will he inMessarv ill view 

id the vei\ uigenl j 1 1 u jeet s ol < i o \ «• i nineii t . Willi regard lo irrlaiu obser- 
vations id Mr Mali.il.uiohislt 1 hml tiiat he has laded to understand the 
n ei <*ss 1 1 \ joi ".ui it a Bill w Iomi the Cainl Ai quisit mu Aid is in existence. 
In jiiv opening spi*ei h I pomit d on! lo llo* lloiisi* (hat the Band Acquisi- 
tion Act is not tin* proper law to be applied because there tin* guiding' 
Color fur compensation js the maikcl valm* ami lor aeipi isjl uni ol waste 
iaiol no market value ran I *•* pmvidid, bu m.nki‘1 valm- i-.m In* no guide to 
tile land inquisition otherr-s III this rase and thrielon* I her (* Is likely to be 
;i great, amount o! e<mlnsum in tin mallei ol guidance. With regard to 
the nb.sei v at ions ol Mr Burn Ko\, J am lather m»i i v to set- that hr thinks ol 
Bengal m those terms 1 am visualising' an independent sovereign 
Mute (i| Bengal and I behr\r that the mujuiih ol people in Bengal 

Would like to have an independent sovcieign State ol Bengal 
and they will md give any em oiiiagement to any move for Bengal to 

become a part, ol tin* Indian I men. As a mallei id fact they know very 

Well that Bengal with its pat not i-un, and brilliant past cannot be subject 

to any Stale outside it. whether jl is British <»i Indian. Bengal will be 
an independent sovereign Stale, 1 (an prophesy that, and the so-called 
lead el s, tile pseudo leaders, who ale sitting on the In-mhos opposite will see 
"hat happens. (Mr. B\m Ciivmum Dvs; What ahouf \our two-nation 
theoiyM The question .dues not ;*M-r lli.it West BiUigal wasp* hinds should 
not be dealt with in legislation at this stage Fof these various reasons 1 
oppose the 'motion bo f l*e ic-eommirtal of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the Bengal 
Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, HOT, as repotted by the Sided Committee, 
be re-cominitted. 

7 *; 
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Thu question was j>ut and a division taken witli tlie following result: — 


AYES— 12. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Oat. 

Mr. Banklm Chandra Datta. 

Mr. 8atish Chandra Jana. 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra. 
Mr. Bljoy Singh Nahar. 

Ral Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray. 


Mr. Biren Roy. 

Mr. Biswanath Roy. 

Mr. Patlram Roy. 

Mr. Birendra Kish ore Roy Chowdhury. 
Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal. 

Mr. Satish Chandra Sen. 


NOES— 27. 


Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Rai Bahadur Dhirendralal Barua, 

Mr. Reajuddln Bhuiya. 

Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

Mr. Moazzem H ossa in Chaudhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury. 
Mr. 8yed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury. 

Mr. D. J. Cohen. 

Mr. E. D. Doyne. 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutta. 

Mr. A. M. Shahoodul Haque. 

Mr. G. J. K. Hook. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hoiain. 


AlhaJ Yar All Khan. 

Mobarak Ali Khan. 

Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

Mr. Syed Abdul Majid. 

Mr. K. MacLaren. 

Mr. George Morgan. 

Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman. 
Mr. Abdul Rashid. 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy. 

Miss Ethel Robertson. 

Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 

Mr. Md. Taufiq. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi Wahiduzzaman. 
Haji Md. Yusuf. 


A .yes being l‘J and I lie Noes the motion was lost. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Tin > m ‘\t amendment is that of Mr. Biswanath Roy 
But I do not think it is in oidei, beeause lie has suggested a different 
quorum from that ot the original Seleet Committee. So, this is out ot 
order, in the next one lie suggests a dillereul Select Committee The 
principle is that the Bill must be leeommitted to the same Sideet Com- 
mittee. No new Select Committee can be proposed at tlii'N >tnge. Theie- 
fore amendments Nos. fi, (J and 7 aie out oi order and now the original 
motion that the Bill be taken into umsideration has to be considered 

The question before- 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sn. I waul In -.peak m llns iiiiilnin. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Very well, ilo it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, 1 rise to opfxiM* the consideration 
of this Bill. My fir-4 giouml is that Sir, will the llonTde Ministei 
speak now ? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT : No, lie will reply. lie has already moved his 
motion . 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: All right, Sir. Sir, I rise to oppose the 
motion 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I rise to oppose the consideration ol 
the Bengal Acquisition ol Waste Bands Bill, 1!>47. My first point befoie 
the House is this, Sir, that the Bill is not urgent and there is not parti- 
cularly any very great reason why the Bill should be enacted into law as 
presented before this House. I asked a question in this House what quan- 
tity of waste lands was lying tallow in Bengal to which the Hun’ble Minis- 
ter replied that the quantity would be oxer 30 lakhs of acres. I particular- 
ly asked what was the quantity of such lands lying in the Burdwan Divi- 
sion to whieh his answer has been that the quantity of lands lying waste 

in the Burdwan Division would be over 4 lakhs acres. Now, I ask, what 

for is he going to acquire these over 30 lakhs of acres of land Y What is the 

purpose? The purpose given in the Bill is “public purpose” and “public pur- 
pose” has been defined in sub-clause {4) of clause of the Bill. Will be under- 
take all these works shown under the definition of “public purpose” at once? 
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W hy should the Government he tfiven ,\o much power to acquire so much 
hind? Now the Government had lands, they were the owners of khus 
mahals. Did they try any ot the objects as they now disclose in suh-clause 
(-/) ot clause '2 of this Hill. Thev have nowhere, in no part of Bengal, Sir. 
tned to acquire some lauds, waste lauds or khus mahal for the purpose of 
star tin# model \ illumes. Have thev ever tried it at any time anywhere? 
Ot even now are they #oin«r to stait at once a net work* of model villages 
thiou#lmut Bcn#al ? Are you honestly #om# to do that? in view ot their 
past inaction I suspect theAo/o; tn/< s n| then uilcutinn that they will require 
over • It) lakhs ot acres ot land loi the purpose ol entry in# out the purposes 
which have been desetihed as "public put pose*’. They have not shown 
any earnestness in the mattei .it all \\ by should they be #iven so much 
power to acqmie so much land? They say, Sn, that they reipure land 
toi the put pose ot set tl in o’ them with an\ person oi persons in order to 
provide them with a means ot livelihood H they aie without such a means 
oj livelihood as a iesult ot dischnr#e tiom the military seivice, II ave the 
< im ei nment told in at any time in this House lh.it there are so many 
pci sons waitin'! to be piovnled with waste lands so that thev mi#ht #e1 a 
B' in# or have they produced any plan before tins House that they would 
iiMpiiie so mail) thousands ot acies ot land? Thev have done nothin# of 
the soil and we cannot tnM them Now, Sir, another thin# which mouses 
"in suspicion and about which w e have not heaid what the llon'ble Minister 
has in Ins mind is this I ask with whom these lands are #om# to be 
sell led. Are thev #(*111# to la* settled with Bengalees or with persons from 
outside Bengal? Now, Sn, it lands have to be acquired tor the purpose 
ot sell Jin# them with Bengalees to help the latter I can understand tlm 
nieanin# of it but that does not seem to be the case and there is .somethin# 
behind then bark, that thev intend to impoif somebody else Horn outside 
Bengal and put them m Ben#al to h\e m the villages that are pioposed to 
he undeitaken on these waste lands If this he the intention certainly we 
shall have objection to it We cannot allow the aiquisition of Bei^alVi 
lands I oi people comm# fioni outside Ben#al As a matter of fait, Sir, I 
put a question to that effect m this House and in answer to that question 
the Hon ble Wmistej icteiied me to a speei h which lie delivered at the 
tune of introducin# this Bill. Now, Sir, that statement, I remember, 
t'deiied to the piobabilrtv of settlm# a la?#r quant it v of land with the 
Bil im refu#ees. lie told the House that on eunistam es mav <so fashion 
themselves, may so come about that wo mav be compelled to nettle the 
lands with Bihar refugees if the neies.sitv aro^c Now, Sir, flu* cat is 
icallv out of the ha#. W e < u n not decree that our land should be intended 
hu i »er sons other than those w Im aie pel nia lien 1 1 v dummied in Ben#al or 
u ho are resident-. ol the piovime of Ben#al Then, Sir, it is further stated 
t hat it is also intended to settle the lands with persons who find that they 
1 ould not earn their livelihood heiaiise <d the opeiatmn of natural causes 
"i for reasons such as d isj u r ha m e> of the public tranquillit y. But he has 
r ‘"t told Us how many people would requite, hein# homeless, to )><> provid- 
ed with land or who thev are. So, a #em*ial statement, like this and 
under i ireunistam es when we fear that the land mav #o away elsewhere 

" e do not feel that these poweis should be #iveii to this Government to 

“quire the waste lands of Bengal. There is another thin#’ whirh has been 

■dated and it is this, that in oidej io provide them with holdings of an 

" onomie size if thev are petty cultivate! s, bar#ad,its or landless labourers 
u hose means of livelihood arc in the opinion of the Provincial Govern- 
ment insufficient to maintain a icasonalile standard of life. Sir, here thev 
ave put the uart before ‘the loose. Thev are #oin# to acquire waste lands 
d Bengal and then they will #o m» fishm# for petty cultivators, har#-adars 
r landless labourers and then find out the quantity of land that thev will 
'••quire — on all these I must say the Honourable Minister must furni-sb 
the House with definite details as to the number ol labourers, petty culti- 
vators and landless labourers that will require such lands. They have laid 
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no such plan before the House, and yet they mine forward and say “give 
us the power to acquire waste lands”. Let them give a proof of their efh- 
eieiicy and incorruptibility before they can make such a demand. We air 
suspicious of the administraiimi, for their administration is shrouded m 
mystery. We cannot allow them to have this power. Then, about tip- 
large scale farming; on a co-opeiative basis with the aid of power-driven 
appliances. That is a very good idea, no doubt. But, here, again, nothing 
lias been stated as to how much quant its of land will be required m ordei 
to prove that a large scale tanning on .1 co-operatise basis can be (‘arm'll 
on; a mere statement will not do; simply citing that they will do this and 
that will not do. Facts and figures must be stated. Therefore, iu the 
absence of these tacts and figures we cannot gi\c the ( io\ eminent this 
power to acquire all the waste lands oi Bengal. Although co-operative 
societies haw* been in existence in Bengal c\er since 1 lu* inauguration oj 
the Constitution of 11)37 they have not p?o\ed as yet by any definite action 
that they would be able to ad on a policy ot large scale tanning on a co- 
operative basis; I am sure they will utterly fail. I sa\ that they haw 
actually proved themselves quite unfit for the purpose of taking so mam 
lauds on tin* mere allegation that large' scale farming on a co-operative 
basis would be carried on, nothing oi the sort, Sir. Although tin* < o- 
operative societies have been m existence loi quite a numbei of years and 
there i-s also a Ministiv ot Uo-opci alive Department \et it has done nothim: 
ol the sort. It is only a whitewash, a sniokc-sci ccn in older to hide then 
real purpose. I submit, Sii, that they have not been able to plow* before 
Ibis House the necessity ol ucqiimng all the waste lands in Bengal. If 
has been said that tin* purpose is ,i|su foi the can sing out ot irrigation 

and drainage schemes. The di. image and litigation schemes they haw 

in plenty all the time When we put an\ question regarding migalioti 

and drainage schemes the aiiswei always is “they aie being picpaicd m 

tlp'y are under piepaiatiou ” llaw* th(*y up to this time pio\nl l*v hui- 
ereto action that they haw* earned Midi and sip h imgation schemes or sip u 
and such drainage scheme, sr' What they haw- done (lining the last It) yea:- 
to roust* the confidence in Us that they would (any out tip' purjiose ot tie 
Bill? By I heir past action so long they have not shown the ability about 
irrigation and drainage schemes So 1 .submit we cannot trust them with 
the power to acquire all flic waste lands ot Bengal It the provision ot tie 
Government would have been that lor such and uk h pin post* “we requite 
so much bind” Hint would have been understandable. II they had sough: 
acquisition of land in Bimlwan Division toi the pm pose ol the Damodai 
Scheme and said that they teqmted so mucli land that would have hec.i 
understandable or il they had said that on the Baukma or Dinajpur side 
they required so much land lot the purpose oj establishing mode] villages 
or for flip purpose ot albuestation or lor the supply ol land to a large num- 
ber of unemployed men of Bengal to help them as a means ot livelihood, 
then wo would have surely considered a- legitimate grounds tor askin', 
for powers to acquire that quantity of land But as they have not given 
any detail of what, they intend to doSve cannot agree, we cannot give curh 
blanctw to the (iovernment to acquire all the waste lands ot Bengal. I sub- 
mit, Sir, that on these grounds the eonsiderat ion of this Bill should be 
refused by this House. Sir, in respect to tip* attempt ot the Govcnimcn; 
to burry through this provision I submit that there is no urgency in the 
matter, since new constitution is coming and if is not known who remain" 
and who goes out: there are chances of two Governments in tip* province ■ 
the chances an* that this (iovernment will he replaced hv a new Govern- 
ment — the chances are tkat there will be regional Ministries and the 
chances are that there will be paititiou of Bengal (cries from Treasury 
Benches: There will be independent sovereign State). No one will be 
deluded l>y your sovereign State. You want sovereign State of Pakisilian 
and we want a separate State for Bengalee Hindus and we people of Bengal 
will stoutly oppose your sovereign lhikistkau in Bengal. We want to Ik* 
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part and parrel of the Union of India. With your two-nation theory you 
waut to separate from Hindus and we also want to separate and we will 
separate! we want a homeland tor Bengalee Hindus. You speak of the two- 
nation theory now -you who belong to the stoek ol low -class Hindus, and 
1 say that 90 per cent, of the Muslims <>t Bengal were Hindus. Now you 
want to separate and say \ou ha\e nothin^' in eommoii with the Hindus. 
So let us separate and have two pmv limes one with Muslim majoritv siml 
the other with Hindu predominatin'’, as a part of the Indian Union! 

Mf» PRESIDENT! Mr. Das, let Us not tiv to settle that (jiiestion here. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS! Sn it is not a mattei of joke that lakhs and 
lakhs acres of waste land should he taken by the gentlemen of the East. 
Bengal and handed o\er to theii own people to outnumber tin* Hindus, in 
eider to pakisthanise the West Bengal. We stoutly piotest against this 
measure. The House should expiess its desire whethei the BilTis urgent. 

I submit tb, it it is a dan^eioiis Bill and unoeoyer as there i*s mi urgency 
the consideration of this Bill should la* nduscd by the House. 

With these words, Sir, I oppose the Bill. 


Mr. BIJOY SINGH NAHAR; Sn, 1 iise to oppose the motion This 

is a \ei.v dano-eioiis Bill and it lias ! biou-lit beloie the House by the 

' oiminin.illx minded < io\ eminent and it is an eiituelx eommiinal Bill. My 
|oc\ioii> speaker s have told mi a \ei\ 'lean lit wa\ tint we Horn this „,dc 
ol the Hulls.* to not want sin h a Bill to he enacted into |,iw. This Bill 
j 1 a 1 1 \ means to lake away tin* lliheieiit 1 1- 1,1 oi one sc. I mu of the people 
h.\ the oj he? section Sir. the < h>\ ei nmenl pioposes {,. j.,ke awav the lands 
mostly of West Bengal, as the llou'ldc MmMei has p, Milled out. hum the 
pel sons who OWN them ami he wants to settle the lands with other persons 
u,llr, » H on ' Id e Mmislm desuibed a> puldu pm pose Sir. the puldm 

im'pose mentioned line is a dan»cinus puipos,. K v.si n 

1 " !,:, t ls t lie d.i llpef ” ) The dal, pel Is (hat Hie < ioveill nielli 

wants to settle the lands (Mr \\ \imu//\w\\: f l'lo \ want onl\ waste 
lands. ^ The\ will want the best h.mL and not the waste lands. Because 
( ‘ M ‘ defi n it ion ol the waste l.m.l piven m ihm Bill leallv does not mean only 
lall,|> Uovernmeiit wants to tale awav lands belonj-uitf to one 
P'fson and i e-sot t le them with oiler persons win, are in their good books, 
Monym^ L, then own eommniiil \ o, party oi then supporters. (Mr. Mi>! 

I 'Ifiij: r l hey aie human beings i I mboibtedlv, but the pejsons from whom 
these lands aie benijf taken away are also iiiiuian beings and so there is 
''"Hie ulietiot motive behind this move. 1 submit. Sn. there m some real 
Hiotive behind this Bill Otherwise we would not have opposed the Bill 
I! 1 I 1 * 1 " ,as|lion a »‘‘ t"-Ha\ Uni Deputy Leader has pointed out 

tnal ( lovenunenl wants to n— Hile Hi* lands will, ihe Muslims 1mm Bihar 
1,1 Bengal to show that in Wes? Beni*, H also ||,e\ want to create 

a n . l,l J nl ‘H\ of the Muslims. To-day in West Bengal there is the absolute 
majority of the other community and so yye uaril that these lauds should 
m>t be taken away from the mum, /ami have Horn re-settled with other 
l‘V ISOMs - Tllt\V s || o , l hi not be toned to leave tlieii lands. (Mr. Ml). TvITk/’ 
lou are opposing on eommunal pioiimM. Smelv, my friend savs we are 
'Jpposmpr on eommunal -ri-.iimh. But. Sn. we have be<*n foieed’ to do it. 
f'or the last ten yearn they aie e\« itinjr eommunal passion amorm the 
,MM, |de of Be n u nl in a way the Hindus and the Muslims cannot live tne-eHmr 
1 V * Ka,,U ; , : ,ra,lt > a,l,! l ,laM ‘- Although it is our intention and it ‘is the 
jntenhon of the people in gnicial that we Hindu- and Muslims should come 
"pettier and. unite, the piix-nl tiovernment will never allow it and they 
jjant <o senate us by thi- Art; rnll.-r they are enrmin.tf jutf to-rlay Mm 
7?t "‘‘tween the Hindus ami the Muslims that is j^.iii^ on |, v Mieir own 
r"* m ho. So whether we like it or not this 

government do not like that the Hindus and the Muslims should live 
together. They want that every land should be either nr 
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hindustanised ; they Lave already divided ub with their ]>olicy, with 
hitler policy, a hitter pi 1 1 which thes arc going to swallow to-day in return 
for that policy. They have divided us in many ways and they now want t » 
divide Bengal a to into a Hindu Bengal and a Muslim Bengal. To-da;. 
under the garb of this Bill they want to take away those lands that an 

now being possessed by the Hindus by sheer force of law which they an 

going to enact to-das. So I sayfhat this is a very dangerous Act. Annthei 
thing. Even it this Act were passed into law I warn you and your (ioveru- 
mcnl that t he people will not tolerate it. People will rails round an I 
disobey sour laws; they will have to ictoit; flies will refuse to be ruled b\ 
the curious land laws that sou arc creating to-das. The law that s<>u 
want to enact fo-das is a communal law, laws hv which sou want n> 
strengthen sour pails with ulterioi motives. And the law that sou ban 1 
taken in hand now is a most daiigcious law and I warn sou that you should 
not proceed in such a fashion. li son go on. icalls sou will invite moic 
troubles, more dangers which nohods would like to have, 1 believe. The 
Minister and his party want a sovereign Bengal. Bealls does he mean 
business by introducing this communal Bill in this House to-day while in 
the same breath he savs that lie desiies a sovereign Bengal. J> 

this the sample of sovereign Bengal ? It this he the sample of 
sovereign Bengal they need ncvei imagine that they ssill ever get ans 

support from this side of the House or from the people in general 
Surely the people in general are not communal-minded. (Mr. Mo. Tsi Klu 
They are not; only the zemindars and the opposition are) Yes, surels 
those capitalists and eommuna lis| s who base come from outside Bengal with 
large sums of money and want to have lands and husfees purchased in Cal- 
cutta and want to have powei and position m Bengal. The honourable 
member who interrupted me aspired to base a position in the ( 'oi poral ion 
and it was refused onlv sesterdas I was pointing out that the people will 
not tolerate the persons who want to iule hs this sort ol laws to-day. 
People have [earnt mans things hs e\peri<*nee and thes know how to 
revolt against the present ( lovernmeut. Thes have levolted and Hies base 
almost succeeded in driving out the might s British impel ialisin from India 
They will not fail to do so in Bengal also and (o diive aw, is tlie react lonais 
and anti-nationalist elements from this land in no time. This Bill, as I 
have pointed out, really docs not mean any business except to create dis- 
ruption among the people of Bengal. In tin* “public pin pose” in sub- 
clause (-/) of clause ol tin* Bill it has been mentioned that the lands mas 
he settled with ans person. There are three classes of persons mentioned 
(1) those persons who have suffered from riots; (*J) Bargadais and (3) (thi-. 
is the most dangerous as lias been pointed out hv ms friend Mr. Taufiip 
that the (iovernmeiif want to settle the lands with tin 1 capitalists to enahh 
them to earn more iiioiic) by taking away others lands against t licit will and 
giving them to the capitalists to enable them to (‘airs on large-scale farm- 
ing hv the use of powei-dri\en mechanical appliances. Sir, if you go deep 
into the provisions of this Bill sou will find that not waste lands alone hut 
various lands mas be affected hs the ^definition of “waste land” given i • i 
this Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, Order, Mr. Nahar, how long will sou take to 
finish f 

Mr. BIJOY 8INCH NAHAR: About 10 minutes more, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that ease let us stop here for the das ; the time 
is up. 

The House stands adjourned till 1-30 p.m. to-morrow. 

Adjournment 

The Council then adjourned till 1-30 p.m. on Thursday, 1st May, 1947. 
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The following members were absent from the meeting 
held on the With April, 1947:— r ' 

(I) Mr. Sultanmblin Ahmed, 

<-) Khan Bahadur S\ed Ahdur Rashid Chnwdhun, 
(d) Mr. Abdul ITamid Cho\\dhur\, 

(d) Mr. \ umi( Ali Chowdhun, 

Cd Mr. Ka m ini Kumar Dot la, 

(li) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Kazul Ellahi, 

(7) The llon’ble Mr. Abdul (lofran, 

(S) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria, 

/9) AJhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Mahaimned Jan, 

(10) Mr. Humavun /. A. Kabir, 

(11) Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjea, 

(l-i Dr. Kumud Sankar Ra\. and 
(Id) Mi A bd ii I la-al-M a hmud. 


of the Council 
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(3) Seed* di*tribut&d4gn* or sold at cheaprt**— 

" Mds. 

Dwtributed free 

2,328 

Distributed a* agricultural loan 

3,21 1 

Sold at cheap rate 

7,619 

(4) Rice and ait a sold at cheap ijte — 

Mds. srs. 

Rice at cheap rate 

37,696 32 

Rice at controlled rate 

. . 36,009 28 

Atta at controlled rate 

22 0 

40) Tube- wells sunk 

302 

Tube-wells repaired 

215 

(0) Medicines distributed— 

Mepaerine 

. . 2,224,000 tablets. 

Quinine 

99 lb. 

Halozen 

. . 400,000 tablets. 

Cholera vaccine 

412,032 ampoules. 

(7) Other accessory medicine and food distributed — 

Bleaching powder 

8,668 lb. 

Burley 

. . 181 tins 

(4,525 lb.) 

Milk powder 

. . 15 tons 

(1,784 lb.) 

(8) Persons inoculutod 

495,129 

(9) Tanks disinfected 

2,486 

( 10) Cattle inoculated 

21,225 

(11) Cloth, etc., distributed — 

Fiecea. 

Lungis 

10,828 

Thamis 

10,000 

Saris 

12,578 

Dhutis 

7,814 

Qamcha* 

1,119 

Kurtas 

3,015 

Panjabis 

4,475 

Frocks 

5,000 

Blankets 

14,743 

Shorts 

10,468 

Mats 

1,953 

(12) House-building materials distributed— 

Tons. 

G. I. sheets (at controlled rate) 

447 

Jute twine (free) 

39 * 

( 13 ) Grants and loan, given — 

Rs. 

House-building grants . . 

78,000 

Agricultural loan 

2 , 82,000 

Cattle purchase loan 

1 , 66,000 

House-building loan 

..4 2 , 83,000 
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Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: lYill the Horfhle Minister please 
explain .why this answer has been given teu months after? 

Mr# ABDUL RASHID: That I can’t say. 

Mr# LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Does the Parliamentary Secretary not 
realise that the interest ot the question goes away if answers are delayed 
long in this way? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Government require sufficient time to collect* 
all the details and hence delays are apt to occur. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: When was this question admitted Y 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Speaking offhund and though 1 am not* 
quite sure, perhaps in September, 1940. 

Mr. BISWANATH ROY: Sir, may I make a submission in this con- 
nection? When a question is admitted and printed there is a certain num- 
ber given to it and if the number ot that question is quoted in the actual 
uiiswer.it will be easy for the members to follow it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is that the practice in the other House? 

Mr. BISWANTH ROY: *1 am not sure, Sir. In the list of admitted 1 
questions there is a certain number given, e.g.. No. 4(i ot 1947, and if 
these ven numbers are quoted at the time of answering them 'then we would 1 * 
know which questions are being answered, as we preserve copies of out*^ 
questions for our own guidance. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right, the matter will be examined. 

Establishment of field laboratories in the district of Bengal. 

113. Mr. CHARM CHANDRA SANYAL: Will tin Hon lde Minister in 
charge ot the Department of Agriculture, Foicsls and Fisheries be pleased to 
'late— 

(n i if the Government have a scheme to establish field laboratories in the 
districts of Bengal for analysis of soil and to suggest the nature 
and quantity of mainue required for a particular soil to grow a 
particular crop for the benefit of the cultivators and to popularise 
improved agriculture; 

(b \ if so, what steps the Government have taken to implement the above 
scheme ; ana 
(c) if not, why not? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary (on bahalf of the 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture, Forest and Fisheriat): 

(<n A comprehensive scheme for the Sbil Survey of Bengal has been drawn 
up and will shortly be implemented. Only when the survey is completed it 
"ill be possible to decide whether establishment of field laboratories will 
be necessary. Field experiments will then be designed to give correct 
advice to tile cultivators in different parts of the Province. 

(6) Does not arise. 

(c) The member is referred to the answer to question (a) above. 

Mr# LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I ask the Hon’ble Minister to tell 
us when the comprehensive scheme of the soil survey of Bengal was drawn 
up? B 

Mr. AtOUL RASHID (f#r th# Hofi’bl. Mr. Ahmad HoMin): I do not*"* 
know the actual date. 
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■ Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: 4* the intention o! the Government to ] 
into operation the scheme? 51 * 


Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Tea, it would be put into operation — it will 
shortly implemented. 

* # Mr. LALIT CHANDR% DAS: Can the Hon’ble Minister give us 
Approximate time? 


Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I cannot give you any target date. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I want an approximate date — whethe] 
would be two months or one month? We want to have a definite time. 


Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Sir, I cannot give any definite time. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that soil sur 
experiment is already being carried on in the South Suburban Muniei 
area through the agency of Government? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: May be. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: How is it that although the soil survey experim 
is going on in the South Suburban Municipality the Hon’ble Minister 
not aware of it and a lot of money has already been spent on it. May I 
if the Government is aware of this or not? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: It is not necessary. 


The Kumar Basanta Kumar Agricultural Institute at Rajshahi. 

114. Khan Sahib MOBARAK ALI KHAN: (a) Will the Hon 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture, Forests and Fishei 
be pleased to state whether the Government are aware that there is an A\ 
cultural College at Rajshahi known as “The Kumar Basanta Kumar Aj 
cultural Institute” which is being maintained with the sole donation 
Rs.4£ lakhs made by the late Kumar Basanta Kumar Ray of Dighapatia? 

(b) If so, are the Government willing to provincialise it and place it 
a sound footing after making alterations or additions in the syllabus 
necessary P 

(c) If not, why not? 

Mr. ABDUL RA8HID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of Minis 
in ohargo of tho Department of Agriculture, Forest and Fisheries): 

Yes. 

(b) Government propose to formulate a scheme for converting the in 
tute into a school under direct Government management for the train 
of Agricultural demonstrators. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. PRESIDENT:, Questions over. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Sir, there are postponed questions and 
Honlile Minister, Civil Supplies, is willing to answer them. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, there is another question, No. 
postponed on which the Hon’ble Minister promised to make a statement 

Mf« PRESIDENT:^ The Council Department is not aware that 
Hon’ble Minister would be haie today. When was that question postpom 

Mr. BldOY SINGH NAHAR: Question No. 32 was postpoi 
on the 7th February last. It was partly answered ana par 
held over and it was mentioned that the Hon’ble Minister in ohai 
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rould alike a statement by the end of life session. We do not knoyr “Wren 
he sesdiMi wonld be ending but may we know whether he will make ftb 
tatement today? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes I remember the fact but I do not remember the 
[uestion number. The Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil Supplies Depart- 
aent promised to. make a statement before the end of the session. * f 

The Hon’bli Mr. MUHAMMED ALI: The session is not at an end. 

Mr* PRESIDENT* But it is expected that the reply should be given 
within a reasonable time. 

■ The Hon’ble Mr* ABDUL COFRANs I will make a statement very 
loon. 


Adjournment Motion. 

Mr* HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, I have got au adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: One minute Mr. Mazumdar. I l^ive received notice 
of an adjournment in the name of Mr. Haridas Mazumdar which runs thus : 
“That this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of 
urgent public importance, namely, the failure of the Government of Bengal 
to take effective measures for the stoppage of desecration of temples reported 
to be systematically carried out in Kurigram subdivision. Xow, the report 
or the cutting from the Amrita Bazar Patrika which you have submitted is 
dated the 26th April hut when was it published in the Amrita Bazar 
Patrika ” ? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: It was published most likely yesterday 
or day before yesterday. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You must be definite. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: My attention was drawn to it yesterday 
afternoon — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, it is immaterial when your atten- 
tion was drawn to it: The question is that the notice must be put at the 
earliest opportunity. 

Mr, HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: That is a technical term and under the 
shelter of that technicality — specially when I was not really aware, as soon 
as I was aware of the fact, I have brought it to your notice, — you, as the 
custodian of our privileges and rights, should not rule this out. It is a 
privilege of the Opposition to bring it to the notice of the House any 
important and urgent piece of information — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. It is an urgent matter no doubt but 
t ? rgency . cou ^ onl y be proved if yoti did bring the matter to the notice 
^ *be President at the earliest opportunity. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Yes, Sir, I have done that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, my attention was— 

Mr. PRESIDENT: When your attention was drawn is immaterial. 
Uiere are definite precedents on this point that the attention of the ques- 
•loner is immaterial. I want to know when was it published in the Patrika. 
you give me the date? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: On the 29th and this is quite recent. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let me see it. 
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Are Government in a position to make a statement? Have they got an 
information on this matter? 

The Hon'ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir I would also object t 
the admission — 

Mf. PRESIDENT: No question of admission now. I am going to con 
aider that question. I am just asking you whether you are in a position t 
make a statement on this question. Are you prepared to make a state 
ment? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, we do not want to tab 
shelter under the technical defect of this question. We shall certainly 
enquire iut'o the matter and make a statement. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: In that view of the matter, Mr. Mazumdar, do yoi 
propose to press your motion? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: All right, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now, that finishes the matter here. About the nex 
item, namely, the Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, I understand 
that Mr. Nahar was in possession of the House yesterday. Yes, Mr. Nahar 

The Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947. 

Mr. BIJOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, as I was pointing out yesterday 
this Bill is an extremely communal Bill which has been brought here. ] 
gave certaiu examples yesterday and I am giving some moie examples fron 
the Bill today to show that the Bill has been haphazardly drafted. In tin 
definition of “public purpose” it has been mentioned that “in order i< 
enable such person or persons to carry on large scale fanning on a co-opera 
tive basis or otherwise by the use of power-driven mechanical applicunces.’ 
Sir, here the Government seems to take away lands, supposed to be wash 
lands from one party and wants to give it ■ to some other party who hav» 
enough money to utilise for their own purpose, to cultivate the lands witl 
ower-driven appliances, so that there may be more cultivation. Of cour>' 
y this the lands will he improved but the previous owners will not be pro 
perly compensated und the new purchasers will be earning heavy gums oui 
of the lands. Sir, many new companies are now being floated and main 
firms with modern appliances, etc., are trying to have their own cultivation 
their own farming, etc., and they are paying good sums of money, or propc; 
compensation as 1ms been prescribed in the Land Acquisition Act to tin 
owners of the land from whom they are acquiring. But the Governmen 
here intends not to give proper compensation to the owners of such land 
whereon they propose to allow larg^-scale fanning on a co-operative ba>i 
and at the same time they want to provide the would-be owners of tho<« 
farms, of those co-operatives or something like that with a large area of law 
that is proposed to be acquired for nothing practically, without pay in- 
reasonable compensation. Sir, this is another way of snatching away' lamb 
snatching away properties of one party and handing them over to certaii 
other parties whom the Government wants to favour at any cost. The) 
will not hear other people’s point of view unless they can dance attendant 
on the Ministers and their henchmen; unless they' are in the good books <d 
this ministry they will ^fUrn a deaf ear to any of their prayers, howevti 
reasonable they might Ge. Next we find, Sir, that the ministry wants 
provide the petty cultivators, bargaders, landless labourers, etc., witl 1 
holdings of economic size. Bui the Bill has not been drafted as such and 
It has never been mentioned that they want to give homestead land to tl*«? 
poor people of the very same place. Perhaps it might be the intention of 


Mazumdar then ifcnded over *the paper to the Hon’ll 

♦ 
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the Go^frnment to transfer one set of persons who may be landless labourers, 
bargad4**> or P^ty cultivators and to provide these people whom they hays 
marked out, they would take away lands belonging to other persons and will 
give them to such a set of persons whom they have in view and who may 
he outsiders, newcomers in those places where they will be settled. It ougM 
to have been clearly stated in the Bill, if at all Government were series 
about it or if Government meant business, that they intend providing lands 
for persons of the same locality, for those persons who have no homentea^ji 
of their own in the locality where they are working at present, where tlmy 
are petty labourers, or bar gad an or something like (hat. But it has St 
been provided as such. Therefore, Sir, we think that there is some motive 
liehind the minds of the Government and they have not expressed clearly^ 
what their intention is. They merely say that they may give it to such, 
and such persons as they think best. Therefore, Sir, we are suspicious o* 
the Government and we do not like that such a Bill should he passed into 
an Act. Next, Sir, they want to hand over such lands, as mentioned in the 
portion following the definition of "public purpose’', to such other persons 
who have been demobilised or rather discharged from military service or 
supposed to have been doomed by natural causes or circumstances such as 
disturbances of the public transquillity and so on and so forth. Sir, here too 
it is a very dangerous thing. Sir, we had been systematically opposing 
importation of people from othei places hut the Government is bent upon 
bringing one set of persons from one place or from some districts and 
putting them in a different place, in different districts where they would be 
absolutely newcomers. Sir, a man who has been discharged from military 
service seems to me to be quite fit to work in some other place or he might 
he absorbed, if the Government so pleases, if the Government wants to 
favour them, in some other posts and jobs. They will be quite fit to do 
their new duties as they were in the imlitury service but that is not to be 
and Government wants to provide them with lands. To aggravate our doubts 
they have not mentioned how much they will be given whether one acre, 
two acres or hundred acres. It i> also funny that the Government has not 
mentioned if they are going to (barge them anything for providing them 
with lands. Whether Government is willing to provide these lunds free, 
or "hether they want to charge them any money for the lands;— that has 
m*t been mentioned in any section of the Bill. Government merely say 
tint they want to resettle those lands with certain persons. So I say that 
the Bill has been drafted very haphazardly; the mind of the Government has 
nowhere been disclosed; it has nowhere been mentioned that at the time of 
settling these lands they will charge them the same amount or will make 
a Mack market of the lands they are going to acquire and distribute to those 
men, or whether they will charge nouble, treble or 100 times the value 
of the land on those men or on companies which will carry on farming on 
those lands on a co-operative basis or on those who have returned from 
military service, and so forth. What amount* they will be charged and 
how they will be charged— is nowhere mentioned. It has been only men- 
tioned that the Government will acqiflre certain lands, I mean wastelands. 

The next thing is the definition of waste land; this also lias been hapha- 
zardly drafted. It is not clearly understood what lands «ome under the 
category of waste land. The Collector has been given full pow'er to make 
Use of his own explanation of the definitions and other thinus, and at the 
same time the definition is not clear. In the definition we find that waste 
land means any land which has been lying fallow, uncultivated since the 
***** January, 1947. This I consider to be a hoodwink. Why has this date 
>een put in£ The 31st # January, 1947? That means that they want to 
take the people by surprise. Sir, this Bill was introduced long after the 
^lst January, 194*, and the public or the poor people who have lands or the 
owners of the lands did not know whatfthe fate of their lands was going to 
{* This date, namely, 31st January is really dangerous. It should have 
beei b as we think, some date^after the passing of this Bill, so that the 
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jprestui »» usn vi die Unde might have got an'opportunitv of having them 
«altivated. Beeidee, there might have been other difficulties that had stood 
in toe way of cultivation, * namely, irrigation and other difficulties. The 
Ge^ernment howevw do not propose to meet those difficulties, to help* the 
ptip]>l6, I mean the owners of the lands in quelling (removing) those diffi- 
culties, so that those lands' mig^t be made fertile, but at the same time they 
ivant to take those lands away and put in newcomers and that also without 
removing those difficulties. In this Bill nowhere has it been provided that 
taking those lands Government will take steps to do awav with those 
difficulties. If they are really waste, uncultivable lands, whv did they not 
m anything to render them cultivable? If they really did make any 
attempts then I am sure the present owners of those lands would have put 
cultivation on those lands, and Government would have earned their 
gratitude for helping them to be able to cultivate their fallow lands. 

* With these words I oppose the consideration of the Bill. 

Mr. NUR AHMEDS Sir, I rise to support the motion for the considera- 
tion of this very important Bill. Sir, of all the measures that have been 
brought before this House I think this small piece of legislation is the most 
important and useful. I am very sorry to say that a communal colouring 
has been given to such a beneficent Bill which is calculated to do immense 
good to the masses of Bengai. 

PRESIDENT. Hon ble members should not move about iu this 

way. 


Mr. NUR AHMED: It is very unfortunate but we think that there is 
nothing in this Bill which is communal. From a perusal of the Bill I do 
not find any word which can be interpreted as leading to communalism. 
»ir, it is a known fact that Bengal is deficit in its food production. The 
r amine Commission and the Royal Commission on Agriculture and all 
other bodies, even the Agricultural Adviser to the Government of India, 
emphasised year after year that Bengal must be warned and must be pre- 
pared to face famine unless it increases its food production to its maximum. 
* , lamented Sir Asisul Haque in his book “Man behind the plough” 
explained the position He produced statistics from Government reports 
on crops to show that Bengal is not self-sufficient in food production and 
, - \ B onT°i°L a deficit in its food production to the extent of 
15 to 20 lakhs tons of nee. It is admitted that before the war Bengal used 
to export rice from 10 to 15 lakhs maunds. All these Commissions, especially 
the Famine Enquiry Commission, have emphasised that production should 
be increased m Bengal. The Government of India also have drawn up a 
five-year scheme regarding grow more food and asked all the Provincial 
Governments to give effect to this plan. Owing to that if the Government 
of Bengal want land for more production, is there anything communality 
tlU8 c ? n A ?® ctl , on it has been said that the Government’s intention 
is ^at they want this land for settling the Behari refugees. These unfor- 
x aV i 6 been 1 d f lven away by the Hindu goondas of Behar 
t0 leaV u thei " heartb an <* home ^ inhuman oppression, 
SlmrA? ^ •°° t ’ arS °f- haVe i S lven shelter b y the Government of 
7®?f a l * l r a 3 ue fi lon °J humanity. These people who were inhabit- 
mnWU Behar h 7r- f °L They were driven by the 

hearths and homes have been destroyed, 
l°? ted ; f .b eir children, women mercilessly murdered and 
abducted. That is why they rushed to the neighbouring province of Bengal 
** d ^.? f , the .^niment to see that thes^ LX l 
T w be l aid Jt ia communal P Suppose tie people 

but Hmdus^what would you have said then? So I do 
communal m it. The Bill says that those lands which 

or ^ ore ’ lands onl y will be acquir- 
ed under the provisions of the Act. There is other exemption such aalands 
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for cultivation of tea. Oqe question I would ask "friends opposite and 
it is thin* Is not Government justified to take away “the lan<| In which thf 
ovmers have not cultivated any crop for 5 years It is a known fact ttat* 
Bengal is densely populated and its population is increasing at the rate $f 
10 lakhs a year. Sir Asisul Haque when he calculated the population* 
BengaPs population then was 5 crores but according to the last census k w 
6 crores or. more. So it is a very serious problem for any Government 
whether this Government or any Congress Government to feed this huge 
population properly, or how to increase the food production. In order to 
save the people from starvation great efforts are necessary. We all remeffc- 
ber the famine of 1943 when thousands and thousands died of starvation^ 
It is a great problem and no Government having a grain of responsibility 
will underestimate the task. So, actuated by the best intention this Gov- 
ernment has come forward to ask for necessary power to acquire these lands?* 
There are constant erosion and so afforestation is necessary in specially 
deforested parts. Government wants to settle these lands with the landless 
labourers. It has been calculated that 29th per cent, of the agriculturists 
are landless labourers. After the great famine of 1943, their number has 
increased considerablv and their distress is all the more acute owing to the 
high prices of the different food articles. They are struggling hard for 
their living. I ask my Congress Iriends and nationalist friends who belong 
to the great organisation, who take pride to stand for the poor masses, whose 
aim is to help the poor people of India, why they are opposing this Bill. I 
am sorry to say, I am compelled to say that my nationalist friends follow 
two policies. In their own Congress-administered provinces they follow a 
policy which is diametrically Opposite to the policy they follow m the pro- 
vinces where they are not in power. By this policy they have driven the 
Muslims from the Congress and they are about to drive the Scheduled Castes 
also. Sir, similar Bills have been passed in Madras and United Provinces 
where the Congress is in power. But here it is dubbed as communal. Sir, 

I do not find anything communal in this. I think the only question that 
can be raised in the House should be as regards compensation. Sir, I am 
one of those who are of the opinion that the compensation should be reason- 
able and just. I ask my nationalist friends and nationalist parties to 
consider what will be the fate of millions of Bengalees if Government sit* 
idle and does not do anything when the price of rice even now is abnormally 
high, beyond the purchasing power of the poor people who are suffering 
for such reasons. Reports snow that a good lot of lands are lying fallow, 
are not cultivated, are full of jungles and are lying vacant and that if they 
are properly improved more food crops can be grown to the relief of millions 
of people. I ask my nationalist friends to consider very deeply the impli- 
cations of this measure and the circumstances under which Government are 
proposing to take such power and then to oppose the measure if they are not 
convinced of the Government’s bona fides. 

Mr.LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Gn a point of information, Sir, My 
friend is addressing the “nationalist friends’'. Nationalist friends of which 
nation, Muslim Nation or Hindu Nation, I cannot follow. 

Mr. NUR AHMEDS Sir, in sub-clause (4) of clause 2 of the Bill 
“public purpose" has been defined. The first is afforestation and the second 
is irrigation or drainage schemes. This is a very important and vital 
question for Bengal. Sir, vast areas of land which were once fertile used 
to produce. paddy but they are now lying vacant. It has been recorded by 
experts like ‘W'ifliam Cock that Bengal during the Hindu rule and Moghul 
rule bad a variety of sources of irrigation, irrigation by overflow rain and 
river water. Canals were cut thioughout Bengal and water passing through 
those canals used to be taken to the fields to feed the crops but due to we 
great confusion and disturbance when the Mabrattas attacked Bengal and 
*ith the fall of the Moghul Empire this system of irrigation stopped. Ho m 
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they erred to as dying rivers; it is a pity. They were once a veiy 

important irrigation system. Now if the Government takes the barren land, 
lying fallow and vacant with a view to bring them under cultivation or to 
make the best use of them for other public purpses Government cannot he 
said to be committing any wrong in the eye of Anyone. The third provision 
is the establishment of model villages. I am afraid many members of the 
Opposition huve not quite appreciated the effect of this item in the Bill. 
Sir, one of the important items of agricultural planning is the establishment 
of model villages. Model villages are necessary not only for cultivation or 
for food products but for many other respects. The insanitary condition in 
Bengal villages is well known and model villages are required to demonstrate 
to the people how a village should be improved botli from the sanitary ami 
health points of view and also for production and how it should be made 
Self-sufficient. So, if after a century of neglect of this very important 
question Government have now come forward to establish model villages 
and want to acquire waste lands for the purpose, I again put the question, 
Sir, is it a crime on the part of Government to take lands tor that purposed 
Model villages are necessary. It has been recommended by many experts 
who are aware of the present insanitary condition in our villages. Govern- 
ment will settle lands only with persons who have been displaced by natural 
causes or have retired from military service, etc. During the Great War 
No. II, large numbers of people were recruited as members of the military 
personnel or as labourers or as other workers and after the termination of 
the war they have lost their jobs, and are in a pitiable condition, seeking 
employment from door to door. Under the directions of the Government 
of India every Government, the Punjab, the Central Provinces and the 
United Provinces and even the“Madras Government have prepared plans for 
rehabilitation colonisation of ex-servicemen on a co-operative basis, or 
otherwise. If this Government also wants to settle lands on a co-operative 
basis I again ask — wdint is the crime on the part of this Government? There 
is another item — namely, in order to enable such persons to carry on large 
scale farming on a co-operative basis or otherwise by the use of powder driven 
mechanical appliances — this raises a very important question. Sir, Russia 
has made very great agricultural improvements in this agricultural methods. 
There is the system of collective co-operative farming there and Government 
also help the process. Nowadays the price of tractors are high and moreover 
ordinary cultivators do not know’ how to use them and it is also beyond their 
power and means to purchase them. Moreover, technical knowledge i> 
necessary to use them. So in Russia we find that Government supply 
tractors to all these farms, which are quite a feasible process. They supply 
tractors to a collection of farms for a certain number of days and a certain 
portion of the produce is made over to Government in lieu of the hire of the 
tractors. Sir, if Government want to make on experiment on these lines, 
that is agricultural farming on co-operative basis, can there be any objec- 
tion? With these few words I support the motion for. consideration of this 

Bill. 

Mr. NACENORA NATH MAHALANOBI8H: Sir. I beg to oppose the 
consideration of the Bill. It is a reactionary and mischievous Bill — a .Bill 
conceived out of grudge against a community for the benefit of another 
community for political purposes and not for economic purposes. This 
Bill if considered from the beginning to end will appear that it was intended 
for the special purpose of expropriating lands of one community — the 
minority community — for the benefit of another community in this province. 
Lands may he acquired foi^puhlic purposes. There is laws for the acquisi- 
tion of land for public purposes, and for public purposes land is liable to 
be acquired. In every civilised country compensation is paid for such 
acquisition and compensation is paid not on the principle adopted in this 
Bill but on market value of the land. In this Bill a nominal compensation 
is proposed or, in other words, practically they are going to take the lands 
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of onf particular commurirty for almost nothing. Bs.o or JKs.10, or even 
IKl->per acre is absurd. It is absurd to offer that price for any land if 
that can be used, as suggested tor collective farming or for the purpose of 
settling people who are out^of employment. If that has any value if that 
land can produce anythin#Nrorth money; I submit that Its. lo per acre is 
certainly no value for*t. As I said and as my frieml who has just sat down 
indicated it was intended to distribute this land amongst certain refugees 
trom a neighbouring province who have come to this province owing to 
certain disturbances there. We know who an* those refugees, we know 
that those refugees are all requested by the neighbouring province to go 
hack and settle in their own villages in Behar and attempts are being made 
hv the neighbouring Provincial Government for rehabilitation and that 
Government are sparing no money and effort to have them hack and it is 
not known then why the benevolent Muslim League Government of Bengal 
want them here and do not want them to go back. They cannot find lands 
from their own community and they know that they can snatch*away lands 
of the minority community because they have the power to wrest away the 
lands from the minority community and play drake and duck with them. 
That is a policy, Sir, which can never be adopted by any civilised Govern- 
ment in the world. This is a piece of legislation which on the face of it is 
meant for the exploitation of one community for the benefit of another. 1 
do not think. Sir, that any honourable member who has got the public good 
in his heart, who has got the slightest idea of responsibility for democracy 
can vote for a measure like this. There ought not to be any legislation 
which will take away the lands from the people which the\ have kept for 
their own use. They have invented a new meaning of “public purpose'’ 
for the first time in this piece of legislation. If my honourable friends will 
look into the Land Acquisition Act, they will find that public purpose has 
not been defined in that Act save and except that public purpose has been 
mentioned to mean starting of model villages if any local Government would 
think it necessary to do so by issuing a notification in the Gazette. Because 
public purpose is wellknown and it does not require any definition but 
certainly sub-clause {d) and its sub-clauses cannot possibly by any stretch 
of imagination be brought within the definition of public purpose. There- 
fore a new meaning of public purpose is being given for the purpose of this 
special legislation. 1 submit. Sir, that one would have been able to appre- 
ciate the conduct of this Government if they would have come forward ill 
a straight forward manner and say they wanted to take steps to take lands 
for the purpose ot settling their own co-religionists who have come from 
Bihar. We could have sympathy for a measure like that but certainly the 
Government cannot possibly be allowed to go awa\ with the idea that in 
this Council there are so many fools as they cannot understand or that they 
cannot realise or that they cannot appreciate the ’Government’s motive, the 
pretect of certain public acts mentioned in the beginning — the purpose of 
afforestation of land, carrying out of irrigation or drainage schemes or the 
provision of sites for the setting up of model villages. All this camouflage 
is introduced with a view to conceal # fhe real intention ot this piece of legis- 
lation and I submit this is a fraud, a huge fraud, an attempted fraud on the 
legislators. There was absolutely no necessity for including these pretexts 
in the Bill if their real intention was to take away these lands from one 
community and parcel them out for the purpose of rehabilitating certain 
refugees from Bihar. 

Then, Sir, another object (hat is also sought to he put forward as excuse 
is that the acquisition of waste lands is for the provision of livelihood of 
those who have been discharged from military service. Now, we have luid 
another great war, large number of people were discharged from military 
service and Government had accommodated them and had found employment 
for them and they found lands for them for their cultivation, but never 
before was it ever contemplated that the lands of tl^ people should be 
confiscated for the purpose of affording convenient means of livelihood for 
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^military men. This Government have absolutely no idea, Lean dare say, 
for providing any means of livelihood for the discharged military men. 
Under cover of these clauses they are going to acquire land with a view to 
give them to their co-religionists and their brothers in faith and not for any 
real economic purpose, economic object, but obviously for a political purpose 
for securing or rather for increasing their percentage of population. 
Unfortunately in this country/ 1 now-a-days the question of percentage of 
population has become very material and therefore, having got the power, 
stills party government, this communal government, this League Govern- 
ment, are now usurping that power, abusing that power for achieving their 
nefarious political ends. The real and the substantial point for bringing 
up this Bill is, as everybody knows, though it is not frankly and clearly 
stated, is the provision of a means of livelihood for those who due to disturb- 
ances of the public tranquillity have become homeless or landless. Now, 
Sir, natural calamity has also been added as another cause for which this 
Bill proposes to acquire lands for provision for those who have been rendered 
homeless or penniless or landless owing to natural causes. Sir, from the 
creation of the human species people have been ’affected, seriously affected 
sometimes; they have become homeless and penniless and landless owing 
to natural causes. It is the case almost every year that in one part of India 
or another hundreds and thousands of people find themselves in that difficult 
position. It is not unfortunately the case in India alone but in every other 
country, Europe or America, nutural visitations cause immense distress to 
the people but never before any civilized government in any part of the 
world ever thought of confiscating the land of one community for the means 
of livelihood for another community. I therefore submit that all these 
causes, the provision of sites or making the provision of livelihood for 
military r.r-ser vicemen or for those who find themselves in a difficult situa- 
tion owing to natural causes, all these causes are merely an eyewash, a 
hypocrisy, false objects deliberately put forward to mislead the legislatures. 
Then, Sir, the next item that is provided in the Bill as an object is defined 
under “public purpose”, namely provision or intended provision for the 
bargadars and the landless labourers. My friend, Mr. Nur Ahmed, has 

i ust shed crocodile tears for these bargadars and landless labourers. They 
tave been there aud have been living by cultivation and they are actually 
having a share of crops from their landlords under whom they hold the 
land. They are there from before the Government thought of providing 
lands for tne bargadars. They can by a stroke of their pen at once make 
these bargadars raiyats, make them tenants by a simple piece of legislation 
by saying that the bargadars should be regarded as tenants. They can 
make a provision in the law by saying that instead of paying a share of 
crops they would have to pav money rents. Thus they can solve the problem 
of bargadars. Till these disturbances which originated in Calcutta in 
August last and which latterly spread to the different parts of this province 
ana other provinces and never before the time when the Government of 
Bengal thought of bringing in refugees from another province did .this 
question of provision for the bargadars * or the landless labourers became 
necessary. This is really curious. If you want to do a tiling, do that 
thing straightforwardly, frankly and openly, so that one can understand if 
your motives are genuine, bona fide and are really helpful for a public 
purpose. But in order to cover your real intention by verbiage, by a false 
ground, by questionable methods, is more than one can tolerate. I would 
submit that the very object of this legislation if carefully scrutinised #ould 
be evident to anybody and perhaps it is known to every one that the idea 
underlying this Bill is not really the idea of promoting the public good but 
the idea is to promote communal interests, to promote the particular political 
interests of a particular party which happens to be in power at the present 
day. I submit, Sir, that no right-minded legislature, no honourable 
member of this House should give any support to this motive which 'is I 
should say most disgraceful. 
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f Nojr, my ionoiirable friend Mr. Amulyadhone Roy is perhaps not very 
much Satisfied. Sir, with regard to the third purpose, namely, enabling a 
large scale farming on a co-operative basis, to be carried on, I submit that 
this ahn> is another eyewash and a camouflage. So far as I know, in Russia, 
where the first attempts at co-operative farming were made, they had not 
the necessity to acquire land and acquiring land practically without* any 
compensation. What they did was to ask the neighbouring landlords to 
agree to have their land, I mean, cultivable lands, cultivated bv machines 
and then the crop gathered together and divided according to the ureas of 
each holder. That is an easy method of trying collective co-operative 
farming and it is not certainly necessary that* their lands should be taken 
away and taken away practically for nothing. Therefore, this is also another 
misleading object which the Bill provides for. 

If you examine the other provisions of the Bill you will find throughout 
that there is a persistent and quite clear object, that this shpuld be done 
not by any machinery of the law*, not by the method of legal justice but by 
executive fiats. It is to be done practically under the rules to be framed 
under this Bill by the executive Government and therefore we find that any 
officer whom Government may choose for the purpose would have the 
discretion, unfettered discretion to do away with the rights 
of the people. There are provisions which would require consideration by 
experienced judges but the judges are never to be allowed to meddle witH. 
these things. Persons having even experience of executive work perhaps 
will not be allowed to meddle with these things. They will bring in people 
of their own nominee : they will bring in people whom they consider safe, 
who will do their job without consideration of law aud justice or fairplay. 
I submit, Sir, that this is not the wav in which peoples land is to be taken 
away aud in which peoples lands are to be distributed pell mell among any 
of those whom the particular Government will choose. This is all negation 
of justice, all negation of law and all negation of fairplay. Now these are 
the main points which I would urge against the consideration of this Bill. 
I would, if you permit me, go into details about the other provisions of the 
Bill but I think it would not be necessary for me to do so. The absurdity 
of tne provisions of this Bill is apparent to anybody who will care to read 
between the lines. I have had occasion to say that this is absolutely 
unnecessary that if it is for a public purpose the law is already there — the 
Land Acquisition Act is there — under which you could acquire any land for 
really legitimate public purpose. You cannot be allowed to make out a new 
public purpose in this wav. Specially in these difficult times when there 
is such a bitter communal feeling between the two communities in the pro- 
vince it would be height of folly to take away or intend to take away lands 
of one community for benefiting the other community. That will irritate 
and not soothe their feeling. That will not serve the purpose, that will not 
bring peace which is so essential at the present times; but that will serve 
the purpose of continuing this unrest in the country. I would ask the 
Hon ble Minister in. charge, I would ask the Government to consider, to 
think over these provisions in cooler moments and not be carried away by 
party feeling and party behest and make a display of bravado and be ,i 
champion of the Islamic Faith. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: Sir, the question may now be put. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, that cannot be, I object to it very 
strongly. .The Bill is very dangerous : it covers 30 lakhs of acres of land. 
So I trust you will not allow the question to be put at this stage. There are 
many members on this side who are anxious to speak... 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But practically all the member of the Opposition 
have spoken. 
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Rai Bahadur JOGENDRA NATH ROY: No, Sir, there lire members oi 
this side who want to speak. Nobody from this side has spoken. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: This is not an important measure am 
heaven will not fall if this Bill is not passed immediately. On the otlie; 
hand, Sir, HO lakhs of acre of land of a particular community are involves 
in this Bill and we cannot allow this Bill to go unchallenged. The views 
of the Opposition should be fully heard. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Very well, I would allow one or two more membeis 
of the Opposition to speak, Rai Bahadur. 

Mr. dOCENDRA NATH RAY: Sir, the partisan and reactionary 
League Majority of Bengal has had its way. With the help of “brute" 
majority behind it, it has rushed Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 
1947, through the Bengal Council in spite of vehement opposition of ino>t 
of the 11011 -League members of the House. The Ministry brushed aside the 
request made by us for circulation of the Bill for eliciting public opinion 
thereon. It had not the patience even to wait for a closer examination ot 
the provisions ot the Bill by the recommitting it to the Select Committee. A 
suggestion was made to postpone the consideration of the Bill till Bengal 
was partitioned. In reply to this our Revenue Minister said yesterday that 
lie visualised one independent state in Bengal. Bengal with its brilliant 
past eould not he subject to be controlled by another outside state, wliethei 
British or Indian. He believed in the future of Bengal would rest in the 
hands of the people. If 1 remember well h is Chief Mr. Suhrawardy, on< e 
said “Bengal belonged to Bengalis and Bengal was indivisible and all were 
entitled to participate in its administration and lie hoped, that all sections 
of the people were determined to live and work tor making Bengal a gloriou- 
land”. Does it lie in the mouth of those who aie eommunilising the 
services, languages and the culture ot the province, those who are appoint- 
ing Muslims from the Punjab to the Aimed Police of Calcutta and support- 
ing their appointments on the ground of communal ratio, those who want 
Pakistan Army in Bengal, those who are making the Muslim refugees from 
Bihar to suck up the moisture which ought to go to sustain the children oi 
the province to say that Bengal belongs to Bengalis. In reply to an enquin 
made by member of this side if it was Government's intention to settle non- 
Bengali Muslims, including the Bihar Muslim refugees on waste lands in 
Bengal to be acquired by the Government, our Hou’lde Revenue Ministei 
said that he could not give an assurance for the simple reason that the popu- 
lation of Bengal did not consist of Bengalis alone. There are other persous 
who formed a part of the population.” For humanitarin reason Govern- 
ment has giveu them shelter. But if at some time or other Bihar refugees 
become the responsibility of the Government of Bengal, no discretion would 
be made between them and Bengalis in settling land.” Thus the Revenue 
Minister’s definition of Bengal is one who is in Bengal — fortune-hunters 
from Persia and Sind to Muslims recruited from Bihar by Mr. N. M. Khan. 
The definition is not only elastic but also convenient for Pakistan purjtoses. 
We have seen how an organ of Pakistan had said almost immediately after 
the arrival of the Bihar refugees that because they were Muslims in distress 
and because Bengal was under a Muslim League Ministry, they had a claim. 
The most convenient course would thus be to settle them in West Bengal 
on waste lands which should be acquired bv the Muslim League Government 
of Bengal for the interest of the Bihar refugees at the cost of the minorit> 
community. This scheme has been prepared with an ulterior motive behind 
the minds of the Government ha sponsoring the Bill. Government want 
to settle Muslims to create a majority of Muslims in West Bengal so as to 
frustrate the move for partition taken by the people of Bengal. Their 
object is not to provide for the acquisition for public purfmses of waste, lands 
in Bengal, but their ultimate object is to provide the Bihar refugee# with 
holdings and also to provide them with a means of livelihood. If the 
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Reveal Minister and his party would let their heart on establishing their 
own bfejfemony over the province, a regime in the chariot-wheels of the 
majority community th<* sinister move is sure to he foiled by the oppressed 
community. If their elementary rights are sought to be taken away the 
Hindus cannot be expected to take the challenge lying down. 

We know T that the Bill would be passed and they will brush aside our 
all objection. If it hears some of the criticisms it will hear with disgust. 
The Bill will not at all be modified in the light of the amendments or criti- 
cisms of the Opposition and it will emerge from the Council in the form in 
which it is now being presented. 

The Revenue Minister may be surprised at the iarge number of amend- 
ments that have been put forward at the Opposition hut he should not charac- 
terise it us a tactic adopted by the Opposition to delay the passage of the Bill. 
They do not seek to impede the progress of the majority but equally they 
cannot permit themselves to be crushed under their weight. 

In conclusion, I would suggest the following points for taking into 
( ousideration and with a hope against hope I think that my request may be 
taken into the serious consideration. 

(a) The benefit given under this Bill should be confined to the people of 
Bengal irrespective of community. 

(b) The grazing grounds and the land surrounding the homestead of 
the proprietor and owner should be excluded from the operation of the Act. 

(r) The Civil Courts should not he deprived nt their jurisdiction and they 
should be the ultimate judges to decide disputed questions. 

ul) In determining the amount of compensation it should he done under 
the Indian Land Acquisition Act and not under section Id of the Bill. 

(o No special power should be exercised by the Collector Under section 
Hi ot the Bill. 

</) The final appellate* authority should be vested in the Calcutta High 
Coui t. 

{</) The Government should not deprive the owners of lands which are not 
actually waste lands and allow the right of pre-emption to the original 
owners to make settlement ot such lands. 

(//) The waste lands should he settled with the people of the same com- 
munity amidst w^hich the land is situated. 

(i) The reasons, such as want of irrigation, drainage and embankment, 
etc., which causes large areas of cultivable waste lands in the province 
lying fallow, should have been removed by the Government and the Govern- 
ment should have given the chance to the proprietors and the immediate 
owners for /the resumption of the waste land before their expropriation. 
Thus it would serve Ane purpose of object (i) in the Bill. 

(;) Another object of the Government is the setting up of the co-operative 
system of farming and the introduction of mechanised cultivation. The 
Government has a large area of Khas Mahal land. Has the Government 
introduced so far any of these schemes to set un example for the private 
owner* of the land to follow it. 

(ty Such a measure can be undertaken in a free country, under a 
National Government, .but the present Government formed by a separate 
electorate, under the Communal Award, can never be called $ atonal. 

( l ) All the ex-servicemen and the people who have been displaced from 
their holdings are not cultivators. Lakhs of educated middle class people 
have been deprived of their livelihood as ex-servicemen. What does the 
Government intend to provide them? 
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(m) The Bill proposes to resume cultivable waste land# or an expropru- 
iorv basis, which will make the middle-class population. landless labourer! 
ana consequent discontent all over the country. ^ 

(n) The Bill in question, if passed into law, will deal a death blow to 
the entire middle section of the rural population who invested capital in land 
in the hope of getting profits thereof from generation to generation irrespec. 
tive of communities. ^ 

With these words I vehemently oppose the consideration of the Bill. 

Mr. BAHKIM CHANDRA DATTA. Mr. President, Sir, the policy u 
all new legislation has always been and in my opinion, should always W 
primarily, to remove and redress any existing social or economic grievance 
of the people of a country and when such grievances could not be remedied 
by the existing laws of tne land. If I am right in this enunciation of tin 
policy of law may I request honourable members to coolly consider as n 
whether this particular bill conforms to this proposition or stand this test. 
If I may just for a minute, take the Preamble. The Preamble is “Whereas 
it is expedient to provide for the acquisition for public purposes of wastt 
land in Bengal”. We shall have to examine as to what are these waste land? 
and what on these public purposes for which these waste lands are proposed 
to be acquired and whether the existing law of the land is not sufficiently 
well for the purpose of acquisition of these lands. Sir, the next quest ioi 
before us is whether the Bill is meant to redress or relieve any existitij 
social and economic grievance of the people and whether these social oi 
economic grievances are such that the present law of the land is not able oi 
is unable to effectively deal with them!' As I have pointed out, the pre 
amble does not help us. If we now go over to the Statement of Object; 
and Reasons, we find it stated that — “large areas of cultivable waste lands ii 
the province have been lying fallow for a variety of reasons, such as want oi 
irrigation, drainage, embankment facilities, neglect of the owners (I doub 
this) or their incapacity to incur the necessary capital expenditure, depopulu 
tion due to malaria, etc\ It is proposed to acquire and develop these land 
with a view to utilise them for the following purposes among others, and th 
purposes have been very well defined. They are relieving the presen 
excessive pressure of population on cultivable land and increasing the pro 
duction of food -grains in the province, (2) settlement with ex-servicemen 
people who have been displaced from their holdings, petty cultivators, 
oargadars , and landless labourers, (8) provision of model village sites with 
better agricultural facilities and sanitary arrangements so as to bring about 
an improvement in the standard of living of the cultivators (laudabb 
object), (4) the setting up of the co-operative system of farming and the 
introduction of mechanised cultivation wherever possible, (5) afforestation 
And (6) irrigation and drainage.” 

Then it goes on : The only legal machinery now available for acquir- 
ing lands belonging to private persons is the Land Acquisition Act, 1894, 
, which apart from tne lengthy procedure involved is not suitable for large 
scale acquisition of this nature with the utmost expedition and on payment 
of a reasonable compensation. It is therefore considered necessary t* 1 
Rave a special legislation or legislative measure enacted for this purpose. 
Nowhere in mis Statement of Objects and Reasons there is any mention oi 
settlement of land with any person or persons, etc., as an object of this Bill. 
Then I would request honourable members to bear in mind, that the onlv 
seasons for introducing this Bill as suggested iu the Statement of Objects anil 
Reasons are that althougl^the Land Acquisition Act is good enough and cover* 
all the purposes of the present Bill it involves a lengthy procedure and tha< 
tiie compensation indicated in that Act is not reasonable. For these pur- 
poses, I dare say a short Bill could have been introduced and not this long 
and mischievous Bill. I say mischievous in view of the definition of “waste 
land” and “public purposes”, in this Bill “waste land” has been defined to 
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include any land 7 which has been lying uncultivated from before 31st 
January, 1*47. The words “uncultivated” or “fallow” are more or less 
relative terms in the sefise that what is fallow or uncultivated to-day can 
be cultivated or can be made cultivable and fertile to-morrow. If Govern- 
ment is really keen on its campaign of grow more food, surely this is a Bill 
which will militate against that idea. You are asking the people to grow 
more food, that is to say, to put under cultivation a larger acreage of land 
in his possession but where would they find these lands, if you by this 
Bill take away these lands from his possession and that for a song. One 
fails to understand as to why Government should suddenly change their 
opinion and practically rob these owners of these lands — lands which were 
and are in their possession for generations—! a nds which they hold so dear? 
Is it because the Government want to attain its political objective, namely 
to settle the lands with the Muslims (the Bihar refugees) in Western Bengal 

in other words to pakisthanise Western Bengal, where the Muslims are 

in a minority. To serve one community at the expense of another community 
should never be the objective of any popular Government which it claims 
to be. Then Sir, think of the great Damodar Valley Scheme. Only the 
other day our Chief Minister had been to Delhi to negotiate with the Central 
Government in this connection and what was the idea and what was the 
^object? To irrigate a good portion of our uneultivable land, make it 
possible for the people of the country to bring under cultivation lands which 
were not and could not be made cultivable. Why should uni by this piece 
of legislation take away the benefits which the owners of these lands would 
have otherwise been entitled to? Bundy, to my mind it is an act of 
sacrilege, an act which no Government worth the name should conceive ot 
uuless it is a communal Government bent on achieving its political objective. 
Sir, it is clear tile basic idea or objective which has been suggested in the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons has not in fact been attempted to be 
carried out in this Bill. There is no present pressing economic or social 
giievanee from which the people of this province is suffering and which 
could not be cured by the Land Acquisition Aid. Why, therefore, should 
this Bill he taken into consideration? Sir, I shall not discuss about the 
question of the Bill for the abolition of zemiudaries in East Bengal and in 
West Bengal as well, as it has tor its objective the general good of the 
people ,in general. I can understand the idea underlying that. But what 
L the idea underlying this piece of legislation. Why should Government, 
by this Bill take away the iunds of the middle classes of West Bengal and 
to serve whom? What purpose are you going to serve unless, it 1 mav say 
so, a political purpose of their own party? This is a double-edged Bill. It 
attempts to weaken the middle classes of the West Bengal by taking these 
lands away from them and settle them with the Muslims from Bihar and 
thereby give the Muslim community a majority ill that part of the province. 
It is from this stand point that one should test the bona fide* of this Bill. 
1* it a legislation which is wanted by the people of this country P Was it 
necessary for the benefit of the people in general? The only answer is “No”. 

Now', just for a moment I shall draw' your attention to the definition of 
‘public purpose”. My friends have dealt with it hut I would only touch 
fine aspect and that is this. Sir, I have never heard that settlement of lands 
w ith a particular person can by any stretch of imagination be called a 
public purpose. One man however big cannot be glorified into being called 
the public. I fail to understand how could settlement ot lands with auy 
person can be deemed to be a public purpose. You know, Sir, that no legis- 
lation has so. far attempted to define the word “public purpose” and that 
^ertainly for good reasons. Public purpose is a public purpose. The 
dictionary meaning of “public purpose” cannot by a piece of legislation like 
this be twisted and made to give an entirely different and narrow meaning, 
bir. these little things betray the want of bona fide* of the sponsor of till* 
Bui. I do not mean him peraonally but I mean his Governing. And 
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then, Sir f while dealing with sub-clause (4)(d) of clause 2 of the Bill under 
the definition of “public purpose’ ’ I would just read ( d ) “the settlement of 
land with any person or persons (i) in order to preside them with a means 
of livelihood if they are without such a means of livelihood as a result of 
discharge from military service, the operation of natural causes or cir- 
cumstances, such as disturbances of the public tranquillity, over which they 
have no control”. You would find, Sir, that these public purposes had not 
been included in the Statement of Objects and Reasons given in the Bill. 
The surreptitious introduction of this clause in the body of the Bill and 
at the tail end of the section, to evade detection, betrays the real object of 
the Bill and its mischievous object. Nowhere have they stated in the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons, nowhere have they contemplated tint 
they wanted to settle these lands with particular persons for these purposes. 
Why, this significant silence about this object in the statement and why this 
surreptitious addition of this object towards the tail end of this clause — for 
attaining a political objective, to pakisthanise Western Bengal by import- 
ing Muslims from the neighbouring Hindu majority province of Bilan ? 
That betrays their sinister motive — and a deep laid plan is being carried 
out. 


Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: Sir, may 1 draw your 
attention to the cooling system which 1 think has failed and we on this side 
are feeling very hot. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: The temperatuie is not going down. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBISH: It is going up, I ie.l 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: You would thus find, Sir, that it 
is the introduction of this clause which has opened the eyes of all sane 
people and betrayed the mischievous motive behind the Bill. As regards 
sub-clauses (d)(ii) and u/)(m) I think these are matters which could well 
have been provided for under the Land Acquisition Act. And, as you knou. 
Sir, in connection with the post-war development plans in other province?* 
the Government there are carrying out these sell-same objects but in a 
different way. They are trying to see that the cultivator gets his due 
share and benefit in the development scheme. The cultivators there .«re 
provided with implements, they are provided with cash, they are provided 
with every necessary thing to enable them to carry on cultivation, to grow 
more food and thus to improve their standard of living. Sir, a legislation 
with this ulterior motive is unique and 1 feel that Gov- 

ernment should he well advised not to proceed further with 
this Bill. This sinister motive has been further evidenced by 

the provision as to compensation and that is the amount of the compensa- 
tion. What are you going to give to the poor owners of the land in return 
for the acres which you are receiving from them merely for a song, so to 
sayP Is that any consideration — only Rs. 5, Rs. 10 per acre, is that any 
consideration at all? These people have been holding these lands perhaps 
for generations and in some cases, paying some rent in respect of these hold- 
ings. Can any Government feel that it is just and reasonable to pay 
only Rs, 10 per acre compensation? I was fortunately not a member of the 
Select Committee, but I am told that one member, I think Mr. Morgan, 
suggested that the rate should be Rs. 150 per acre, but what has 
been the result of that? The Select Committee turned it down. But the 
very idea of trying to get laitft for such a nominal consideration shows 
dovernment’s inclination to take the lands for nothing and utilise them 
as best as they can to satisfy their political ends; nothing more than that 
To my mind it appears that this is a sort of legalised 
plunder, legalised loot of private property, of the poor landowners, 
who have been occupying these lands possibly for one hun- 
dred ofcgyfrro hundred years. What justification is there for doing 
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so p Wha&is the idea of Government in taking away these lands and on 
this scale ol compensation? It is indeed in the nature of an exuropriatory 
legislation and really it is to avoid being hit by section 299 of tne Govern- 
ment of India Act that Government have mentioned a nominal amount. 
Sir, if this point is ever taken to the High Court, a Judge will have no 
hesitation in declaring it as fraud on law. Helpless legislators 

we are, being in a minority, it is not possible to make our- 
selves beard effectively and felt effectively. But at the same time I 
humbly and iespectfully warn the Hon’ble Minister in charge to ponder 
over this matter coolly and dispassionately and not proceed with it. 
It may lead to trouble, who knows. There are the communal troubles and 
there are troubles ahead. I would request him iHon’bie Minister) not to 
deate unnecessary troubles. The League Ministry have succeeded ill 
infusing that feeling of hatred among the masses with their two-nation 
theory. They have told the Muslim masses that Hindus are not their 
iiiends and they have nothing in common with the Hindus. The top 
Tanking men say why should there be this quanel and v by should there be 
tatncidul wars. But have tlu\\ convinced flu* masses in whom they have 
juiu-ed the views of two-nation theory, that Hindus an their brothers and 
that they must have to live with them together as brothers** On Ihe con- 
nate have not they really preached in the countryside that Muslims are 
to lie regarded as a different nation from the Hindus, and such rdogans as 
'Lorke Icntju Pakistlwn " . So it is no good simply talking here and outside 
that they, Hindus and Muslims are all brothers and so on and so forth. 
They have got to go there over again eat their own words and preach them 
effectively amongst the masses in the countryside and substantiate it by 
their own conduct and action. Go to the countryside and tell them that 
\our two-nation theory is wrong — that there is no object in this fatricidal 
war by which nothing can be done — nothing can be achieved. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Dutt I hope you will come back to the motion 
before the House. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: Weil, Sir, 1 do not know whether 
I am following the peroration of Mr. Xur Ahmed 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr X ur Ahmed is difficult to follow’; but we can 
I allow you. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: Sir, I ani not encroaching upon 
the time of the Legislature. But I am trying to convince the Hon’ble 
Minister that he should not go on with a Legislation of this character a§ ’ 
it would embitter the feeling that is already vei\ bitter. At the same time 
what is the good which you can get out of this legislation? So far as the 
Bihar refugees are concerned they aie going bark to Bihar. The Bihar 
Government is doin$j everything possible to get them back. Therefore for 
whom are you acquiring these lancfs? For whom? And why should you 
distribute these lands to persons of your liking and of vour party and 
deprive others of their due rights. Sir, with these words I would request the 
Hon’ble Minister to withdraw this Bill. 

Mr. 8ATI8H CHANDRA 8EN: Sir, I want to speak. 

Mr. ABDUR RA8HID: Sir, the question be now put. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Sir, Mr. Sen was billeted for o minutes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. I think the matter has been sufficiently discussed. 
Mr. Sen, out of three members of your party two have already spoken. 
So, 1^ would accept the motion that the question be now put. 

Mr. BMOY SINGH NAHAR: "Sir, it is a serious matter*^ 
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Mr# PRESIDENT: Yes, it is a serious matter, but I haite to come f 
a decision. 

The question before. the House is that the motion be now put. 

The question was j>ut and Division taken with the followin' 
result:— 1 


Mr. AbdulhMU-Mahmud 

Mr. Nur Ahmed 

Mr. 8yed Badrudduja 

Ral Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua 

Mr. Roajuddln Bhulya 

Mr. Moazzem Hosialn Chaudhury 

Mr. Hamldul Haq Chowdhury 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latlf Chowdhury 

Mr, Byed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury 

Mr. Yusuf All Chowdhury 

Mr. E. D. Doyne 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Outta 

Mr. A. M. Bhahoodul Haque 


AYES— 25. 

The Hon’bl* Mr. Baiyed Muazzamuddii 
Hosain 

Mr. Mobarafc All Khan 
Mr. Abdul Latifl 
Mr. Abdul Majid 

The Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mufcerjea 
Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman 
Mr. Abdul Rashid 
Mr. Amulyadhone Roy 
Or. Kaslruddin Talukdar 
Mr. Md. Tauftq 

Khan 8ahib Moulvi Wahiduzzaman 
Hajl Md. Yusuf 


NOE8 — 13. 


Mr. Lallt Chandra Oas 

Mr. Banklm Chandra Datta 

Mr. Batlsh Chandra Jana 

Ral Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra 

Mr. Nagendra Nath Mohalanabish 

Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar 

Ral Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray 


Mr. Biren Roy 
Mr. Biswanath Roy 
Mr. Patiram Roy 

Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Chowdhury 
Mr. Charu Chandra 8anyal 
Mr. 8atish Chandra 8en 

was carried. 

Under the Rules the Chair can allow 
wants to exercise his right of reply 


The Ayes being 25 and the Noes 15 the question 
Now the time is practically up. 

: he Minister in charge to reply if he 
propose to give him the right to-morrow. 


Mfi LALIT CHANDRA DAS: How can it he to-morrow, Sir? It 
nust be on Monday. To-morrow is a non-official day. 

* PRESIDENT: I shall allow the Hon’ble Minister to exercise hi> 
ight ot reply on Monday, if he wants to reply. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: To-morrow being a non-official 
lay and also because the Bill is very urgent I do not like to exercise mv 
ight of reply. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Very well. I will then put the main question. 
The question before the House is that the Bengal Acquisition of Waste 
jand Bill, 1947, be taken into consideration. 

The question was ptit and a Division taken with the following result: — 


AYE.— I*. 


Ir. Abdul la-at-Mahmud 
Ir. Nur Ahmod 
Ir. 8ytd Badrudduja 
> si Bahadur Dhlrtndra Lai Barua 
Ir. Raajuddln Bhulya 
Ir. MoBizam H attain Chowdhury ^ 
Ir. Hamldul Huq Chowdhury J 
Han Bahadur Abdul Latlf Chowdhury 
Ir. Byod rails Rabbi Chowdhury 
Ir* Yutuf All Chowdhury 
Ira. Labanyaprobha Dutta 
ir. A. M. B h a hoodul Haquo 
M 


Tho Hon’ble Mr. Balyod Muazzamuddln 
Hosain 

Mr. Mebarak All Khan 
Mr. Abdul Latlf! 

Mr. Byad Abdul Majid 

Tho Hon ’Me Hr. Tarak Nath Mukarjoa 

Khan Bahadur Mukhlotur Rahman 

Mr. Abdul Rashid 

Mr. Amulyadhont Roy 

Or. Kaslruddin Talukdar 

Mr. Md. Tauftq 

Khan Sahib Moulvi WahHhtzzamih 
Haji Md, Yusuf 
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NOES — IS. 

Mr. Lout OMndfft Das Rai Bahadur Jogondra Nath Nay 

Mr. Banhim Chandra Datta Mr. B Iran Ray 

Mr. Satlah Chandra Jana Mr. Biswanath Roy 

Rat Bahadur Brojandra Mohan Maitra Mr. Pattram Roy 

Mr. Nagondra Nath Mohalanablih Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal 

Mr. Bijoy Bfngh Nahar Mr. Satlah Chandra Bon 

Ayes being 24 and Noes 12, the motion was carried. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The House is adjourned till 2-15 p.m. to-morrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Friday, the 2nd May, 
1947. 

Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting of the Council 
held on the 1st May, 1947: — 

(1) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed, 

(2) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

(31 Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das. 

(6) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. 

(7^ Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Ellahi. 

(8) The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran. 

(91 Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria. 

(10) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Sheikh Muhammad Jan. 

(11) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(12) Mr. George Morgan, C.I.E. 

(13 ) Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan. 

(14) Dr. Eumud Sankar Ray. 
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The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Friday, the 2nd May, 1947 at 2-15 p.m. beipg the 37th day 
of the First Session* of 1947, pursuant to section 62(2) (*?) oFthe Government 
of India Act, 1935. % 

Mr. President (the Hon’hle Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.b.) 
was in the Chair. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Ration shops in Calcutta. 

110. Khan Bahadur, A. M. 8HAH00DUL HAQUE (on behalf of 
Khan Bahadur 8YED ABDUR RA8HID CHOWDHURY): Will the 
lion’ble Minister in charge of the Department of Civil Supplies be pleased 
to stated 

(a) the number of ration shops other than Government ration shops in 

Greater Calcutta; 

(b) how many of them belong to — 

( i ) Caste Hindus, 

(it) Scheduled Castes, and 
(iti) Muslims; 

(c) if the communal ratio has been adhered to in making these allot- 

ments; and 

(</) if not, why not? 

The HofYble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: (a) and (/;) A statement is placed 
on the Table. 

(c) and (tl) lip till now there has been no decision that the Communal 
Patio Rules should he applied in the selection of ration shops. The 
principle which has been consistently followed up to date has been -that Of 
maintaining the existing trade channels. In selecting ration shops our 
choice was therefore confined to persons who had already been in the trade 
f«»r at least a period of 12 months prior to the introduction of rationing. 
Ihe financial standing of the applicant and his past record had also to be 
taken into consideration. Subject to these considerations Muslim shops were 
selected as far as possible in areas predominantly Muslim and Hindu shops 
m areas predominantly Hindus. 

Statement referred to in reply to question No . 110 of ration shops in Greater 

Calcutta. 


! 

Serial 

No. 

Variety of shop. 

Number of shop* 
owned by — . 

Total 

Carte 

Hindu. 

Scheduled* 

Carte. 

Mtrtfim. 

Other*. 

i 

1 

2 

• 

4 

gags 

814 

414 

221 

480 

108 

30 

27 

If 

207 

175 

20 

** 

m 

1*124 

559 

J5 

1,879 

1 82 

470 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAl: Is it not % 'fac&JMgiipimmal Ratio 
Rule applies to appointment only ? „ 

The Hon’Wi Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: Yes, the Communal Ratio Rule 
is framed for observance in cases of appointments to services ; but as far as 
possible justice might be done to all communities in the case of distribu- 
tion of ration shops and for this reason it is necessary that Communal' Ratio 
Jiultehbnld 4 l*o be applied in such cases. 

Mr. LAtif CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hobble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is not a fact that in Calcutta non-Muslims form 78 per 
cent of the population? 

Ths Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: It may be — possibly it is. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Communal Ratio Rule should not be observed, according to 
what has been said by him just now, and ration shops should be distributed 
according to the population basis of Calcutta? 

TNI Hoft’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: It is not possible to observe 
the Communal Ratio Rule strictly in Calcutta because it has been found that 
in areas where Muslims predominate Hindus do not like to hav^Saops and 
' areas where Hindus predominate Muslims do not like to hav?t shops, 
. tifcroe the August disturbances. 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH ROY. How many Muslim ration 
shops there art* in Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN: I have answered that in the 
statement. 


Adjournment motion. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR. Sir, I have got an adjournment motion. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Sir. may I mention as to what ha? 
happened to the distribution of curfew permits to us? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: U*t this matter be finished first. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: This adjournment motion is in regard 
to the Btrike of the primary school teachers of Bengal and failure of the 
Government of Bengal to tackle the situation. 

- Mr. PRESIDENT: What is the urgency about this matter? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR; No, Sir, these poor teachers met in a 
conference recently and pointed out that the Government were not at ail 
sympathetic towards them and so th^y have been compelled to suspend the 
strike temporarily. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So, there is no strike nowP, 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: No Sir, there is no 
strike now. They have suspended the strike indefinitely. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, the point is this: the strike ha* 
been suspended temporarily.^ Sir, the conference of the primary school 
techers of Bengal after giving the careful consideration to the letter 
written by the Government to, the president, etc., expressed the opinion that 
they received an unsympathetic attitude from Government in not meeting 
4 #tffce of their demands when they put forth and so they have been forced to 
suspend the strike temporarily. They have appointed a negotiating com* 
mittte : So, I want to know from Government what steps they are^goi^ 
to take in regard to this matter, t 
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Mr. So Mr. MaiumSar, on your own admission there 

j 8 no Btrflrtj^h^i^lp'efdre this adjournment motion is clearly out of order. « 

Mr. HMlmi MAZUMOAR: Today, there is no "strike but at the 
time when I gave notice the strike was there. So, I would lik {he Govern- 
ment to state what steps they are going to take in this matter. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS That is a different matter. If the Governments to 
inclined they can supply you with the informations That haa.«otS4ng to 
<lo with this motion. 1 refuse my consent to it. * * * 

Non-offloial Business. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: It is the usual practice, Sir, to take 
up Bills on one Friday and motions on another Friday. On last Friday 
we had resolutions and this Friday we should have non-oflieial bills. 

1 cannot understand how motions under rule 112 came in to-day. It 
appears from the notice that has been served upon us that you consulted the 
leader of the House in this matter and decided that motions under rule 
] J 2 should be taken up to-day. We were not even invited to such a con- 
sultation so that we could have put our point of view that non-offiHal bills 
should Jk* taken up to-day instead of motions. 

MrvPR ESI DENT: There is no such hard and fust rule that lpetinps,* 
resolutions and bills must be taken up on alternate days. There wereSeo 
many motions under rule 112, so in consultation with tne Leader of*the 
House I decided that those motions should be taken up to-day and also 
because of the fact that we had non-official resolutions on the last Friday. 

The Hoft’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: If there had 
been any such convention or practice as referred to by Mr. Das I would 
not have been taken into consultation in this matter and the very fact that 
1 was consulted in the matter shows that there is room for alteration and to 
change this convention, if at all there was any such convention. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: I still say that that is the convention, 
s " far as I remember. I have been here 10 years and so far as I remein- 
hei it was always observed very generally. In any view of the matter as 
>ou consulted the Leader of the House, Sir, we expected, Sir, that this side, 

1 mean the Leader of the Opposition would have been called in so thntjje 
n, uid give his opinion whether motions under rule 112 should be takeirm}) 
on this Friday. 

The Hon’Me Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: These 

resolutions under rule 112 were fixed on several days, on several Friday! 
but the House was adjourned on those days on one gmund or another, for 
obituaries mr some other reasons. Thus they were held up for a very 
long lime and we thought it proper that they should come up just after 
Hie non-official resolutions fixed for last Friday. 

Curfew permits for Members. 

Mr. BI40Y 8INCH NAHAR: On a point of privilege, Sir. The 
other day the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Law and Order promised to 
supply members of this legislature with curfew permits but uptill now 
*e have not got them. What is the position, Sir P Shall we get them 
or the promise was a hoax? 

The Heii’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALIs Sir, I am surprised that Mr. 
^ahar terms it as a hoax. The point is this. In consultation wit h the 
c ommissioner of Police arrangements have been made for the issue of ctiiflMr 
passes *to members of the Legislature, A list of members was handed ovejr 
to us by the Chief Whip of the Opposition and the list has at oboe been 
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I do not know 
atter expedited 
""-morrow or the 


forwsritied to the Police Commissioner lor necessary 
what is the reason foivthe delay, but I shall have 
and I hope curfew permits will be given to the mein 
day after.,/ r __ 

Mr. M40i SINGH NAHAiy Yesterday we enquired into the matter 
gnd we came to learn that curfew permits will be issued only to those 
membra* who possess their own cars, i.e., to say only car permits will he 
giiren. We discussed this matter the other day in this House and we 
requested that curfew permits should be given to all the members irrespec- 
tive of whether they owned cars or not. May I know what is the position? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I also believe it was the 

desire of the Ifouse that curfew permits should be issued to individual 
members of the legislature and accordingly instructions have been issued. 


Address Motions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motions under rule 112 of the Bengal Legislative 
Council Procedure Rules. Yes, Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will he be speaking again, Sir? 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I shall reply to the debate. 

>%sMr* LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But the discussion has not yet becii 
finished. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I understand Mr. Nur Ahmed has already spoken 
on this motion of his. 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Sir, I rise to oppose the motion. 
This is not the time to place such a motion before this House or before the 
Legislature, because formerly there was some agreement between the 
Suadullah Ministry and Mr. Bardoloi, probably in 1945, that those person? 
who were enjoying t lie lands from before 1 938 should not be evicted and 
others would be evicted according to their formula. Sir, this agreement 
was afterwards rejected bv the Muslim League Council and the result was 
the direct action that we are visualising or witnessing today. Instead of 
negotiation the talk of occupation by force, by might, is taking 
shape. There have been killas, Pakistan killas, where there, are innumer- 
able volunteers on the 'border of Assam to give effect to their own idea 
.that is of occupying those lands by force. This has given rise to a new 
situation. Probably this motion was tabled at a time when this situation 
did not arise. Lately Sir B. N. Rao tried t<v bring about a compromise; 
that also has failed nnd again the question of negotiation has cropped up 
and we may say that although it is not inside the courts, yet it may be 
called sub-judice , and it is not proper at the present moment to pass any 
opinion or to appeal to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal to make a 
representation to the Government of Ipdia to stop these evictions and so on 
and so forth. I think that if this is done at this moment the agreement 
may be prejudiced. The talks that are going on again between Mr. 
Baidyanath Mukberjee and Mr. Saadullah may bear some good fruit. It is 
therefore better that we should remain silent on this issue and let the 
matter take its own course. If it takes a worse turn, then of course an 
appeal may be made to stop evictions or to do anything that seems more 
congenial to the community concerned. Probably there was a statement 
today made by Mr. Baidvanath Mukberjee calling upon Mr. Saadullah to 
convince his followers so that the agreement reached in 1945 may not be 
thrown back and I think such an opportunity may be given and we must 
net at the present moment raise any question that may defeat such an 
ONpewnent. That is why I request the mover not to press this motion but 

f wait in patience ana see what happens afterwards. With these* words 
oppose the motion. 
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Tht HM'bto Mr. MIYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINi 

dent, Sir,. erdiMjlJtain motions of this nature the Treasury Benches rehaain** 
neutral but, Sf^t she particular motion before is of such far reaching 
effect that I should like to say something, not as a member ji We Cabinet, 
but in mv personal capacity regarding the eviction policy of the Govern- 
ment of Assam - * 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of information, Si?. f Can 
a Minister of Government say that he will speak in his personal capacity 
and not as a member of the Cabinet in the House? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I quite agree with you Mr. Das. I do not think 
the Hon’ble Minister can speak in his personal capacity sinee he is holding 
office in the Government- — 

The Hon'We Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN MOSAIN: 0 Even then, 
Sir, I shall speak as a Minister on the impropriety in which tilings are 
drifting in Assam. The remarks and comments of most of the members of 
the Opposition are so divorced from actual facta and so very inconsistent 
with those avowed profession or even actions in similar cases in far off 
distant lands, that it is necessary that their attention should be drawn to 
them. Sir, the honourable leader of the opposition has in opposing the 
motion made a forceful but, an apparently illogical speech the sura 
substance of which is that we should not meddle in the affairs of another 
autonomous province and must take lying down any oppression, tyjrangy 
or indignity that may lie hurled on our Bengali immigrants there. Sir, 
it is very amusing to find the advocates of Akhand Bharat laying so much 
stress on provincial autonomy. According to the sermons inflicted on us 
on the subject of autonomy of provinces not only by the leader but also his 
lieutenants, one province should have nothing to do with what happens in 
another adjoining province and there should not be even an appeal to 
All-India for redressing any grievance which one province may have 
against another 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Why do you want to go to Centre? 
You w'ant Sovereign Pakisthan for Bengal? 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: On a jioint of information, Sir. May 
we know what grievance w'e have against Assam? 

The Hon’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I will be 

saying just now, wait. If this be the position of autonomous provinces in 
India, it w*ill lie not merely a contradiction in terms of Akhand Bharat 
hut an absolute negation of it. Sir, according to our friends opposite, it 
is a sin and a crime to take note of unjust and unfair treatment or inhuman 
treatment perpetrated in an adjoining province but it is highly patriotic 
to urtfe Inn ia Government to defend the rights of Indians in a far off 
country in another continent • 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA 'DAS: On a point of order, Sir. Is it not a 
Ministerial impropriety of a Minister of one Government to comment upon 
the policy of another Government relating to their land settlement policy? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not the practice of this House. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is he to be permitted to violate the 
practice - • 

The Hen’ble Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINi A case like 
this waa never before the House before. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Muaazamuddin Hoaain, may I just tell f ou 0 
that ft ia the invariable practice of this House and ao far as I know of the 
legislature in Bengal not to criticise the policy of another Government, 
So,, it ia better to avpid any observation on those line#. 
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j.<r 

Thf Hvn'ble Mr. .SA|YED* MUAZZAMUDDIN HOtAIN: Sir, some 
^riticffcms will*hav$ id R made otherwise ^ 

- flrr LAMT 0CUN0Rt MS: Sir, he cannot speak m that Tain so 
Jong as he%is a Mini|ter--~ 

* (S 

* Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. He can only speak as a Minister 
hut the blatter must be left to his discretion. 

iTh^HonMe Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I take the 
full responsibility. Now, Sir, I am personally aware how in the early part 
of the current century the Bengali cultivators were encouraged to go to 
Assam and to clear its jungle by offering various privileges. I have myself 
seen the advertisements sent officially by Assam Government inviting Ben- 
gali immigrants to Assam. During the last 40 years nearly 10 lakhs Bengali 
immigrants Have settled in Assam. They risked their lives in clearing the 
jungles and they died in hundreds and thousands of malaria and kala^azar 
in doing ^§ 0 . Now that very large tracts of jungles have been reclaimed 
and converted into valuable crop-bearing lands the Assamese have become 
jealous of them and would not be content by merely preventing further 
immigrants, but must turn out even those who are in actual possession after 
# guiding households, tanks, mosques and schools in the area, in spite of 
the fact that millions of acres of unreclaimed jungle lands are still available 
in Assam not only for their cattle but also for the future generations of 
AyjgJRftk ese. Sir, in 1943, while attending the Gregory Food Grain Com- 
mittee at Delhi I had raised the question why in spite of the serious food 
shortage confronting us Assam was not allowing the huge jungle area 
which was ready for the plough to be reclaimed. I was then informed 1>\ 
the European representative of Assam that a liberal policy was adopted 
for giving lands to the Bengali immigrants and Assam was congratulated 
by the Committee, but ultimately it turned out to be a hoax and it was 
found that far from allowing new jungles to be reclaimed Assam was 
following the relentless policy of evicting even those who had settled down 
after building houses. (Mr. Kvl.it Chandra. Das : Question. The Assam 
Government have already given 23,000 acres of land to Bengali immigrants.) 
No. Now, Sir, in these (lays of acute food shortage not to allow even 
cultivated lands to grow food crops is a crime and a sin not only against 
the immigrants, but against humanity and yet our kind-hearted patriotic 
friends over there would like us not to have anything to do with that. 

Then, Sir, how is the inhuman compaign against the immigrants being 
carried on? The so-called eucroachers with their families — women and 
children — are being physically turned out with the help of armed police 
and military’ after levelling down their households through elephants. 
No judicial finding is necessary nor any decrees for turning out the 
trespassers. Here in Bengal as in all other parts of the civilised world a 
decree of a Court is necessary even to*evict a trespasser even if he be a 
criminal trespasser in possession, but the jungle law of Assam which may 
as well be called the lawless law 

Mr. LALKT CHANDRA DA8; On a point of order, Sir. The other 
day when the Bihar question came up even the Chief Minister did not 
refer to Bihar in spite of the riots taking place there and you also ruled that 
we should not touch Bihar. That was your ruling. This is the established 
practice of this House and this^Minister is violating that principle which 
even the Chief Minister did not* do, 

Mr. RRfifIDENTi Mr. Muaxsamuddin Hosain, you are creating » 
unhealthy and undesirable precedent, I can tell yon. You are tread- 
ing on a very dangerous ground. It may suit your purpose on ' this 
occasion Bht I am sure Government will be in difficulty in future. So, my 
advice to you would be not to speak on these lines. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: He has MU Jtffigl* laws *! AAant. 

Mr. SAWSH CHANDRA SEN: Si y, ^ 

Mr. UUT CHANDRA DAS: Let him ^Ihfettik, 

ami speak as an ordinary member of Ute House. * r •» 

^jfc, *» -•w*'* 

The HonWo Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Not at 

bidding. 


J orx \ 


Mr. PRESIDENT; I hope you will modify your speech. If you want 
to criticise the Assam Government you may do so in other way. * Blit ndt 
tn this way. 


The HonWe Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, I was 
going to say that Assam Government is following an unsympathetic policy/ 
Here in Bengal we have- often to deal with encroaehers and what is our 
procedure. I would in this connection refer the honourable lnembera to 
my reply as Revenue Minister to a question put in this House regarding 
the so-called eviction of some encroaehers from some khasmahal lands of 
Non para in the Nadia district last year, and, the obligation was thtrt Itindu 
tenants here being evicted and replaced by Muslims. That was the 
allegation. I at once called for a report from the Collector of the district 
and being not satisfied with that alone. I sent the Divisional Commissioner 
himself to go to the locality and to report on the whole matter and to see*®* 
that the law was strictly followed. 

Mr. BIREN ROY; On a point of order, Sir. Can an Houles 
Minister speak something which is not the correct thing and also because 
of the fact that the Assam Ministry is not criticising this ministry. 


Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: The Divisional Com- 
missioner made a full report and laid down definite lines of dealing with 
those encroaehers who refused to take settlement of those Khas Mahal lands 
m spite of Government offer. Even such refractory encroaehers were not 
ordered to be summarily evicted, but to be proceeded against through the 
chil court. Previously a few criminal cases were instituted against 
s,, me of the encroaehers for trespass only and as some of the people against 
"horn trespass cases were instituted left the land they were settled with 
the diluviated tenants of the neighbouring Khas Mahal area. The Commis- 
sioner's defiinite order was not to proceed with the criminal cases, instituted 
against trespassers but to seek redress in the civil court for ejecting the 
trespassers. Though they w^ere trespassers we had to move the civil and 
only on getting a decree of ejectment we could evict them and introduce 
other tenants — not in an arbitrary manner in which Assam has been doing. 
It Assam had been evicting the immigrant tenants through the civil courts 
I would have no objection to that. There are still some millions of acres 
ready for the plough but even in these days of food shortage in the whole 
"orid these lands are not only not f lading* reclaimed but even those lands,, 
"hich were reclaimed were not allowed to be cultivated. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: The Hon’ble Minister is making an 
incorrect statement; the lands are being reclaimed in Assam. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Das, don't interrupt the Hon’ble Minister very 
( 'Ben please. He has got the right to speak and to present facts according 
to his knowledge. 

The HofPbfe Mr. &AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; Let $ur 

friends opposite place their hands on their breasts and look at the picture 
here and that in Assam and say if they are satisfied with w^at is taking 
place in Assam. If they think as human beings and not eveh as mem|er** 
this legislature that they should sit tight and do nothing, to stop the 
intolerable sufferings to the Bengalee immigrants, and if they^da so $ 
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w<J] WW<fc*» * 1 fge will take it that their hostile attitude is 

dtft Jo the f act iif j^mv of the evictees axe Bengalee Muslims. I 
* Eo^e, «# that I can say on behalf of Govern- 

WVS that a* .lirV th e m use on this motion, as is usual in the 
case of motions #iiUaer rule #12/ wm be submitted to the Governor in due 
co ^ 8e - * 

i Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, may I point out that the proceed- 
ings of this House on this motion should not be sent to the Governor and 
then from there to the Central Government, if not for any other reason at 
least *for. this reason, Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It cannot be decided by the Chair. It is for the 
House, to decide by voting whether this resolution should be sent to the 
Governor or not. 

Mr. LA LIT CHANDRA DA8: On a point of order, Sir. This is an 
address motion. The address is to whom? It is to be given to the 
Governor. And for what? It will be forwarded by him to the Governor- 
General. When it is a matter of address to the Governor there must be 
Utflnimity. But here there is no unanimity in the House and there is 
some difference of opinion. Such an address should not be sent to the 
Governor. It will just confuse Sir, Frederick Burrows and he should not 
%e made the medium of sending these things to New Delhi. There is no 
unanimity in this and there is difference of opinion and this address motion 
should not be sent. 

Tftf’. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD: It will be decided by the House to 
send it or not. No individual opinion can count. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr, NUR AHMED: Mr. President, Sir, I would like to say a few 
words very briefly. The leader of the House has already replied to some 
of the points and I would only reply to two. This motion, has been 
objected to on two main grounds, namely, that affairs of another province in 
these days of autonomy should not be discussed by the legislature of another 
province, and that the centre should not be asked to interfere in the 
affairs of an autonomous province. Sir, if these two principles are followed, 
then I think we are not entitled to fall upon the centre to ask the South 
African Union not to discriminate by its legislation affecting the Indians 
there. On what principle then can the Government of India interfere 
with the affairs of an independent sovereign State like South Afraca? 
The ground is very simple, namely, because the immigrants who are 
affected by such laws hapj>en to Ik* Indian. So I think the Government 
of Bengal have got some right to look into the interest of the immigrants 
from Bengal who have gope to Assam for their livelihood and have settled 

S here. ^*On that ground I think we wiM be justified in appealing to the 
>ntral Government in a matter which concerns the welfare of Bengalee 
immigrants who have settled in Assam. That principle has been accepted. 
Then, if we ask the Government of India to look to the interests of Indians 
who are in Burma, who are domiciled in Burma, it is on that principle also. 
That this principle has been accepted and established cannot be disputed 
and secondly in this very House one year ago, a similar motion was passed 
without any opposition from the opposition. I do not know what has 
happened during this short t^he that objection to a similar motion is 
being put forward, so vehemently. As the present constitution exists, the 
Central Government have some power over the provincial governments if the 
Central Government find that any provincial government is exceeding # r 
Abusing its rights and powers. l r think the Central Government can sand 
directive* to the provincial governments. I do not understand how a party 
which has already asked several times the Central Government to interfere 
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in the affrin of Bengal, should pyt up any nfjflti tint'll djC***^ f La* j&B , 
cite a rectal* instance. The Secretary, jj. 1 % 

in the other House hag gent yi a wir&ftskirtg intbrorogW jtt 

Bengal Legislative Assembly In face this ^fact miw can iny, frienflsia 
the Oppo$tion now oppose this motion? Besides, 1 have move<LjMy mothn 
on a very humane ground. It is desirable that the matter ehoulane settled* 
anyhow* for the immigrants who have made their homea xhere for a long 
time in Assam are now going to be evicted and in fact their suffering is 
\ery intense. These people who had no land in Bengal migrated to Assam 
an<f cleared the jungles and faced all sorts of dangers, without fearing 
ferocious animals and several other discomforts and made the lands 
cultivable, and thus added to the value of the assets of the Assam Govern- 
ment. And now at this stage when they made their home there and are 
cultivating the lands the Assam Government without making any other 
accommodation or arrangement for their settlement ask them *to go back 
with their bag and baggage. And when they have refused, they are set 
upon bv elephants and their houses are set on fire and they are even sho£ 
dead. These are the facts, Sir, and on these facts I am requesting that 
these evictions be stopped. My friends have pointed out that there is a 
talk going on between the two parties, but now thut the compromise has 
failed it is the duty of the Centre to intervene specially so l*ecuuse the 
Central Government is now so to say presided over by Pandit Nehru and 
Sardar Patel. It is a question of adjustment with the Premier of Assam, 
Mr, “Bordoli, and the problem is to find out land uceommodation for the 
men evicted. The Muslim League have already taken steps to see thflrt 
these evictees are settled on their former land. It is only the question of 
those people who were in Assam for a long time in accordance with an 
arrangement made between Sir Saadulla and this Government. In the 
< ircumstances I appeal to the Opposition to consider this fact as these 
ewetees are Bengalis and to consider this motion sympathetically. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that an Address 
he presented to His Excellency the Governor ol Bengal through the 
Hon hie the President of the Bengul Legislative Council with an earnest 
appeal to His Excellency to make a strong representation immediately to 
thr Government of India to stop evictions of Bengali immigrants from 
A^uin by the present Assam Government. 

The motion was put and a division taken with the following result:— 

AYES — 26. 


Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud 

Mr. Nur Ahmad 

Mr. 8adaruddin Ahmad 

Rat Bahadur Dhirsndra Lai Barua 

Mr. Raajuddin Bhuiya 

Mr. Chowdhury Moazzom H attain 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury 

Mr - Ryan Fails Rabbi Chowdhury 

Mr- Yutuf All Chowdhury 

Mr. o. o. Doyno 


Tha Hon'blt Mr. Abdul Oof ran 
Khan Bahadur A. M. Bhahoodul Haquo 
Tha Hon’ bit Mr. Salyod Muauamuddlfft 
Hotain 

Mr. Latafat H attain 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan 

Mr. Abdul LatHT ‘if 

Mr. Syad Abdul Majid 

Tha Hon'bla Mr. Tank Nath Mtdttrjaa 

Mr. Abdul Raahfd 

Mr. Md. Tauftq 


NOES — 10. 


“ r - Lmii Chandra Du 

" r ; 5»n*h« Chandra Datta 

Ril Bahadur drajandra Mahan Maltra 

2r £!•» •*"•* Nariu 
"r. htran Ray 


Mr. BNwanath Roy 
Mr. Fatirafn Roy 

Mr. Blrpndra Kithoro Roy Chowdhury 
Mr. Cbaru Chandra Sanyal 
Mr. SatMt Chandra Son 


^.ve« being 20 Noes being 10 the motion was agreed to, 

Mr* mm AHMED: Sir, I beg to move — that an address he presented 
p His Excellency the Governor of. Bengal through the Honl|le ^he 
of the Bengal Legislative Council with an earnest appeal w 
1118 Excellency to more the Government of India to arrange immediate 
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inAort o£,«u^uf 'Milk BrcgHucfc^rom England, Australia and other foreign 

wT * “ wlr •* ““ 

Sir, this is a v verf#inall looking motion buHfo deals with a vital aspect 
of>Hie life &of the people of fonga}. Sir, milk is a very important 
ingredient in the human fpod. Sir, *4jfc is absolutely necessary tor the 
healthy growth of children, for the old meif* and also for invalid* Sir, 
according to the food experts $ne should take at least 2 ounces of milk per 
day. It is absolutely necessary especially in the case of rice-eaters and 
30 per cent, of the Bengalees are rice-eaters. This consumption of mifk 
according to the prescribed standard will balance the diet of a Bengalee. 
As a result of the deficiency in the consumption of milk Bengalees has been 
deteriorating in health. Bengal which could once , produce intellectual 
giants much to the astonishment of the whole -of India has now fallen on 
-evil days. Even the other day some eminent persofi 1 * 'remarked that in 
Bengal there is now no outstanding personality to hold Bengal’s leadership. 
Ijk it not to our shame that Bengal’s students are failing to compete with 
Mldents of other provinces in the I.C.S. Examination. Very few 
Bengalees have passed such examinations. Bengal’s 'Consumption of milk 
ijK v crv small. Sir, according to the latest figure, in 1946 India’s total 
production of milk was only 28 million tons and the Government of India 
arranged a plan to increase it to 80 million tons. That will be sufficient 
for the whole of India. As a result of this deficit in the consumptiocuof 
milk, Sir, Bengal, as I said, is deteriorating in health year by year. "Jet 
me now compare Bengal’s production of milk and consumption of milk pier 
•capita. I am quoting the figures for 1940. In New Zealand the production 
per capita is 244 lbs. and consumption per head is 56 ounces. Finland’s 
production per capita is 148 ounces and the consumption per head is 63 
ounces. In Australia, production per capita is 69 oz., and consumption 
per capita 45 oz. ; in Canada production per capita is 66 oz. while the 
consumption is 85 oz. per capita; in Great Britain the production per 
capita is 8 oz., while the consumption per capita is 7 oz., in Assam the 
production per capita is 1*4 oz., while the consumption is 2*2; in Bombay 
the production is 4 7 oz., while the consumption is 4 oz., in the United 
Provinces the production is 4-1, while the consumption is 5 oz; in the 
Punjab the production is 18-8 oz., while the consumption is 9-9 oz. But. 
Sir, what is the position in Bengal? In Bengal production is 2*1 oz. 
and consumption, is 1*9 oz. As compared with all these provinces in 
India Bengal’s consumption is the lowest. Sir, this is one aspect of the 
case. As a result of all this Bengal’s percentage of malnutrition is the 
highest as compared with all the other provinces in India. In Assam 53 
persons are well-nourished, 38 persons poorly nourished and only 9 person^ 
auffer from malnutrition; in the United j^rovices 40 persons are well 
nourished, 89 persons poorly nourished and only 21 persons suffer from 
malnutrition. In Madras 46 persons are well nourished, 86 persons poorly 
nourished and only 18 suffer from malnutrition. In the Punjab 46 person^ 
are well nourished, 88 poorly nourished and only 20 suffer from 
malnutrition. Even in Bihar and Orissa I am giving figures for 1983— 
for Bihar 42 are well nourished, 40 poorly nourished and only 18 
Buffered from malnutrition. What is the state of things in Bengal? In 
Bengal in that year only 22 persons were well nourished, 47 persons wet*? 
poorly nourished and as many as 81, the highest percentage in India.* 
suffered from malnutrition, ^ir, milk is a very important element in our 
As a mult of this want of milk maternal mortality in Bengal i' 
tughe* than Baafin any other province of India. In Assam the percent a 
of maternaij^irtality was 26*4; in the United Provinces it was 18 F r 
cent; in thlPCentvil Provinces it was 8*18 per cent.* in Madras 13*2 
cent, and Jft JBihar and Orissa it was 26*13 per cent. Punfafr 18*9. 
Jtombny 20*097 What is in Bengal? In Bengal, it wa$ 49 •lo-3iighc* t * 
xhia is |he reagjt of less consumption of milk in Bengal. It is afl 
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admitted idM that even in CalciAtaasupply of milkja mure iauuyt uau ui wAicjff 
i« required for the citi*e& of Calcutta. Tbetiice of toilklJfaa ^ahaerthattv 
pone up and in some townMrith great difficiroy milk is atOilaMe at a vdy 
high price# . This has addecTfb the other difficulties. ‘"^ar all these reasons 
] have moved this motion to move ^he . Government of Indiil for ft* 
purffose of importing a large quantity of milk *ond milk products for 
Bengal. ^Why of all provinces oT India Bengal should be** made to suffer. 

I have made it clear by facts and feagures and tried to show that Bengal 
needs very badly outside help. Of course it may be said why should not 
the prodiitrtion of milk be increased here instead of seeking help from 
outside. I may say that a Milk Expert was appointed by the Government 
oi India and he, Mr. Peperall, submitted a report. In the report he 
described very lucidlydhe pitiable condition of milk production and sale of 
milk in Bengal and dome other big cities of India. He suggested some - 
remedy and I tried to draw the attention of Government to this question. 
Tending this, supply of nrflk is absolutely necessary as also milk production. 
So I gaggested in my resolution that it should be imported fmn^ 
outride,* 1 from Australia,' from Canada, from England and other countries 
which they spare for others. With these words I commend my motion for 
the acceptance of the House. * 


The Hon'ble Mr. AHMED HQ88AIN: Sir, I must sav at the outset 

tiuitias a short term measure I have no objection to the Resolution moved 
by 4hy friend Mr. Nur Ahmed. But I must say that as a long term 
measure Government have serious objection to it, because it ruts across the 
policy of Government to make milk and milk production self-sufficient in 
Bengal. I also like to inform the honourable members that the Resolution 
"ill he more useful as a sort of temporary measure. I may inform him 
that the Government of Bengal have already purchased 1,100 tons of these 
milk products for distribution as relief and besides they have sanctioned 
Ns -0 lakhs for a further p urchase of these milk products. Therefore,^! 
would request the honourable member not to press this motion. Govern- 
ment are already alive to this problem and are doing whatever is necesswy 

the Relief Department. -* 

Mr. BIJOY 8INGH NAHAR; On a point of information, Sir, May 
I know from the Hon’ble Minister whether they are bringing milch cow to 
Hin province? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: Yes, Sir, milch cows are being 
brought here in Calcutta from the Punjab and C.P. Then there is another 
difficult problem to tackle, namely, that of salvaging the dry cattle, 
fhese valuable animals are being sold to the butchers when they cannot 
LMve any more milk. Now, Government have adopted the policy of getting 
f dmn salvaged in their own experimenting station at Chakdah near 
Kauehrapara. They will *rear them up and when the cattle will again 
at tain lactation they would be useful for supplv'ng milk to the town. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hobble Minister please 
h *ate what did it cost them to buy 1,100 tons of milk products? 

The Hon’ble Mr. AHMED H088AIN: We have already bought 1,100 
b in of- milk products and besides R.s. 20 lakhs has been sanctioned for 
the year 1846-47 fqr a further purchase. * 

Mr. tAi.lt CHANDRA DAS: Did the Government buy this direct 
* rough the*? Government of India? 

T*t Htft’ife Mr. AHMED HOSAIN: Some were ,,4o#$jtet'direc|. and * 
fr<$n* other countries direct. 

LALIT CHANDRA DAS: If they have bought direct, wnai w tIs# 
l-omt in troubling the povernment of India now? 
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^ Till Hoft'W# Mf. AHMED HOSSMtA* 200 tons were bodght 
300 tons local purpose, 200 tons emODiHe Australia (Direct) 
ahB 500 tons \Jr$. Thus making a total of 1,100 tons. Government of 
India's help is necessary because we have to arrange fpr. the imjtarts, 

Mf. NUR AHMED: Sir, I am very sorry to say that such an innocent 
motion has been opposed by the Government. Sir, it is* a f at t-, £lBtt there 
is a woeful dearth of milk and, these milk products can meet to some extent 
the deficiency. 1 asked for some milk products for the primary school 
children but I was informed that the Government stock was very limited 
There is no harm if the Government accepts the motion* I am * sorry, I 
cipinot withdraw such an important motion. • •**«■* 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then you do not propose to withdraw your 

Mr. NUh AHMED: No, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that *n AaUress 
M presented to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal through the Hcm’bl? 
the President of the Bengal Legislative Council with an earnest appeal to 
His Excellency to move the Government of India to arrange immediate 
TlttffOrt of surplus milk products from England, Australia and other foreign 
countries for Bengal in view of large deficiency in supply of milk and 
consumption per head of population in Bengal. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that an Address be presented 
to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal through the Hon’ble the 
President of the Jlengal Legislative Council with an earnest 
appeal to His Excellency to make an immediate representation to the 
Government of India to increase the quota of cotton yarn allotted to 
Bengal on the basis of its population, or at least to make a larger allotment 

* of cotton yarn equal to that of Madras. 

■Sir, this is another important motion which vitally affects the people of 
Bengal and deals with the question of sufficient clothing for the people of 
Bengal. Though Bengal is densely populated and is having the largest 
, population out of all the provinces* of India, its quota of yarn allotted bv 
the Central Government is less than that of Madras or Bombay #ith 
lesser populations. (At this stage Mrs. Labanyaprobha Butt tool the 
Chair). Bengal was once famous for her hand-loom woven cloth. .Bengal 
ouce used to send cloth to other countries in Asia and even to England. 
Bight down to the time of the East India Company cloth made in India 
supplied tlie markets of Asia and Europe. In 1701 the use of calico was 

* prohibited in England. As late as 1815 

* Tht HotPble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: On a point of information. 
May I have your ruling whether weoshould address you as Mr. President 
or v Madam President. 


Chairman (Mrs. LABANYAPROBHA DUTT): I think the practice, 
when the kdy is in the Chair, is to address the Chair as Madam President. 

* Mi;* MUR AHMED: As late as 1815 India exported England cloth 
lakhs pounds a year. In 1942 Bengal's hand looms produced *42 
of her requirements! cloth. There are <more thaar-t#o lakhs of 
^wfl^rs in Bengal, as far as 1 remember the same number as in Molrai. but 
these weavers are suffering for want of cotton yarn as their only mean# of 
Ji^lidbood Reducing kandloom. cloth. That prosperous iiHhutry itf ®o* 
*n a llying condition. Bengal’s import of cloth is worth about X4 otpres of 
rnngep fi^ Bombay, frona Ahmeaabad and other bountri^s. <*Bhnga*J 
iHrand handlowh produced cloth if sufficient to aieet thb rogufeemenfe f 
Bengalis up Me 40 per cent, only and * Bengal hft to import lor th* 
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remaining $0 per cent, requirements from outside. Bengal which wasonce 
g€ l|^utficSeW: m the matter of requirements of eloth—and not only thlt 
8 hl was jJao exportinggi^Bth— -has now fallen on evil days. In 1946" there 
were' 36(rfcull8 in India fif which 202 were in the Bombay Presidency** 61 
in the Moiras Presidency and only 37 in Bengal, and why is the number of 
mills so Sill? Th# Supreme difficulty in the way of starting more^cofton 
niitfs "is |Mt they cannot have ample supplies of yarn. There is another 
aspect «#$h* ca also. Fishermen on whose catching of fish aud supply- 
ing of fisn the livelihood of many Bengalees depends have been very hard 
hit lw |he last famine. I^arge numbers of them have died. Now there is 
the question of rehabilitating them in their own profession not for their 
Inwa^ood but for the good of the people of Bengal and they require laijfe 
numVrs -fit »ets, but even for this purpose of making nets there is want%f 
cbften yarn. Madam, this is the state of things that exists in Bengal, and 
ftkif is what has moved me to move this address motion. Beygal has nd%» 
been properly treated by the Centre in respect of allotment of cotton yarn 
aud why has this discrimination been made between Bengal and other 
provinces Hr The most flourishing industry in Bengal, the handlooni 
industry, is about to die for waut of cotton yarn. So 1 appeal, Madam, to 
the Government of India to allot large quantities of yarn required for 
Bengal’s requirements. With these few words I recommend my motion t* 
the acceptance of the House. 


Chairman (Mrs. LABAN YAPROBHA DUTT): Motion moved that an 
Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal through 
the Honourable the President of the Bengal legislative Council with an 
earnest appeal of His Excellency to make an immediate representation to 
the Government of India to increase the quota of cotton yarn allotted to 
Bengal on the basis of its population, or at least to make a larger allotment 
ot cotton yarn equal to that of Madras. ^ 

< i < 

Khan Bahadur A. M. SHAHOODUL HUQ: Madam President, I ristf 
to support the motion moved by my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed. It is well 
known that the people of Bengal are experiencing great difficulty* 
lor want of sufficient cloth, and there is, I believe, a consensus of opinion 
in this House that if the quota of cotton yarn could be increased by moving 
the ^Central Government then many of the ills from which Bengal - is 
suffering at the present moment can be put an end to. Madam, aiv learned 
friend has given an illuminating speech giving statistics to this llouse and 
l do not feel I am justified in taking much time of the House and dilate 
on the subject. This is a Resolution which I think will be accepted by nty 
friends opposite who have unfortunately in the past opposed everything that 
was moved from this side. I hope this time they will also support tb# 
Resolution. With these few words I support the motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHAN DA A DAS: Madam, I rise to support the 
lion moved by my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed. But I am rather sorry to «af 
that tU Government of India should have to be moved bv a Resolution like 
Jhia. 'Jjt is the bounden duty of the Government of Bengal to move th^ 
Government of India to allot the quota of cotton yarn on the basis its 
population. They have not done it and you are now urging tlft Goveij^ 
«f Bengal Id move the Government of India. This very: jriSbtlon 
IJmtHi i« a slur on the Government of Bengal who was Jf$jMn£ 
dwftft t$e du(y being to move the Government of India tetftKp 
of cotton yarn on the basis of population — at teaftvttT 
™J*ftiarlNSft l s^ of- Madras. It is known to everybody that our *'wea$fcs 
taf A want of more yarn and if cotton yafft oan be sup{$ye&i% 
^ te Am^ ; lol5rtwho are mostly Muslims and, the .weavers who are mostlu 
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Iff r, HI REN ROY: Madam, I'rise to support -this very good move on 
£he part of my friend Mr. Nur Ahmed «fLt«rthe fag end of the* no^-oflif ial 

* session ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Why efid of the non-official 

session? ^ 

Mr. BIREN ROYS Well, you will see. Today is the non-official day 
and perhaps there will not be another non-official session^ Now, Madam, it 
has fallen on your shoulders when this Resolution is passed, to forward it 
to the Governor-General. I must say that the quota Which has been ffUotterf 
to Bengal is very inadequate as compared with the quota of Madras and 
other provinces. But the Government should have moved in this matter 
before this Resolution was moved. Mr. Nur Ahmed would have been Well- 
advised to put the exact amount of yarn that we should ask iftfc Central 
/Government to allocate. We want yarn according to the population ba>b. 
I do not know on what basis the Government are making the allocation and 
1 do not know what the actual amount of yarn per head of population to he 
asked from the Central Government. Mr. Nur Ahmed also has noi pm 
the amount of allocation of the amount that we should ask the Government 
of India to supply. 1 would therefore advise Government move ih, 
Centre to allocate at least *f(» yards of yarn per head of population nt 
Bengal. In order to meet the deficit they can allocate yarn 

The Hon’bte Mr. MOHAMMED ALl! Will Mr. Biren Roy allow i> < 

a minute to make an announcement in connection with the curfew permit--' 
I want to say that the curfew permits about which a reference was rnadi 
earlier in the House today are available now for distribution. 

' Mr. BUOY SINCH NAHAR: We him* permits tor the cars. 

" The Horr*ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Thev are now also available ter 
^individuals. , 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Thanks for 1>otli the permits. 

Now, Madam, the point T was drawing \our attention to is that tin* 
deficit, in the allocation of cloth for the people of this province twin be met 
by allocating more yarn for flu* weavers in Bengal. Fp till now .BengJ 
4$ dependant on the Bombay mills, Madras mills and on the mills 'of tin* 
other provinces. 1 do not know the policy of Government in this m&ttrr 
whether they are willing to allow more mills to be started in Bengal m 
whether they are willing to supplv us with more spindles. In this matter, 
we should ) ike to be informed of the position. The position, should F* 
clarified whether if Bengal wants to be industrialised the Government will 
fjielp to start more mills, more spindles instead of only supplying* cotton 
yarn. This, I think, would solve the problem than asking the Centre to 
allocate more cotton yarn to Bengal. 

^ The Hon’ble Mr. ABDUL COFRAN; Madam, I welcome the proposal 

*Whicfy has been moved bv my honourable friend Mr. Nur Ahmed and I am 
also glad to find that the Opposition has also joined hands , with the 
$iqfyoorahle mover of the resolution. I may tell ray friends for th*ir 
information that we have been pressing upon the Government of Indie fm 
M increase of yarn quota of Beugal and we are also not only trying to 
get,yarn from outside Bengal but also from outside India wtd jrOta Wtftide 
jvniin tries. I believe my friends will be glad to learn that^we |$e going to 
^ LA frqpt 10.000 bales of very g<5od yarn from Japan very &6o»* % feci 

no Sistftation in accepting this proposal and I hope the ,, Jldtise-Vil] pp* 
tlriS resolution unanimously . 

• Thft Chairman (Mrs. LABAN YAPROYA .OUTTAIt'' Tta-.trtu^trr- 

fbefore the House that "ttft Addre» W presented Sfk Excellency: the 
Goferj^or of ^-fhrouirh. ihlr* Hon^djfcHhA flSftili* ^Hamra] 



947.] ' „ ADDRESS MOTIONS. 

^gisktive^fcouncil with an earnest appeal to His Excellent' 


Upsww^uuucii wuu an earnest appeal to His Excellency to male an 
immediate representation to the Government of India to increase the quoU 
ot mtton yara allotted to Bengal on the basi* of its population or at least 
to makers larger allotment of cotton yarn equal to that of Madras 
.jfhe motion wls^iut and agreed to. 


£ *| UI ** A tt* ,ED .- I beg to move that an Address he presented 

His Excelled the Governor of Bengal through the Hon'hle the Presi- 
de uttJit the ^Bengal Legislative Council with an earnest request to His 
ExceTh-uqy to. make ; -a strong representation to the Government of India to 
convey to the • British Government in England the opinion of the Moslem 
subjects of His Majesty in Bengal that the recommendations of tlie \n»lo 
American Commission on Palestine in their report recently published* bemir 
unjust, aggressive and extremely prejudicial to the Arabs m PalaMme %nd 
lontrary to the, principles and purposes ol both the Atlantic ‘•md C N o' 
•-'Viters, should be rejected 11 , lot,, and should not be implemented under 
an£ circumstances. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point ot onlei, Madam Mv point 
oi older norm* that tins motion deals with a subject outside o! India the 
question of Palestine, and therefore this House has no jurisdiction over it 
and nothing should l>e said or done here with respect to Palestine 

The HoiPble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: W, have 
(loin* it many times; we did it in respect of South Atiica. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: We haw not done 


His Excelled^ 


Chairman (Mrs. LABAN YAPROVA DUTTA): I an, tumble to say 
anything ^as this motion has been admitted by (he llt.n’ble I'le^dent after 
examination surely. " * 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Madam, this motion deal* with a very complicate*^ 
problem ^vjiich is taxing the best brains ot the British (iovernmetif . 

Mv motion deals with one aspect oi that question Madam, let me assure 
Mi.T’ohen here that I haw nothing to say against that great nation'; tia 
Israelites, as whose representative lie is m tins House. Madam, th» 
Moslems and the Jews have been livtfig m many countries, in many 

j royinces, in many districts very peacefully and history does not cite 

instances of any T aggression on the Jews practised by the Muslims. When 

tfre4«Ws were persecuted in Russia it was Turkey which gave them shelter. 
So 1 aBSjire Mr. Cohen that tliere is nothing in this motion against thy# 
Jow^ as a nation. I shall only deal with one aspect of the problem, 'a - * 
vexed problem and that is the question of the settlement of Jews mid ' 
Af&bg ^Palestine to the satisfaction of both as on this will depend th# 
.futurd,, of Palestine. That is a vehv small country , resembling th&t ~af 
fh tl^e V. Kg The report of the Anglo-Aineri can Commission which 
ha# l^ortect on Palestine has suggested the division of that small oouptrv 
ifltp one part for the Jews, one part for the Arabs, one parf* “ 

namely* ^ertfsalem, will be under the Mandate and the desert of Xq^erob 
^iji foW another part. Both the Jews and the Arabs protested against 
plan as recommended by the Anglo-American Commtusirm 
waa slot f&cepi&bltf to. the Tews nor to the Arabs. Madam, this was the 
state ftjjpng'tk* TTow, I think the circumstances have changed. 'Jtfojr, 
the ^n&hrJvrenimfiirt in spite of their best attempts failed fojfotv#, th# 
Jewia^iral) EroBIttk “in respect of their homeland When in IC&1 ’Yhe 
"ijNjlfc of, thiV small province of. Palatine they di<T not 

thiiOrthar fh*y ^Ived -ctt.A.Wer #fkg#4n superhuman riiffTcultjltt 

* » * * * i* * 
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Organization and it is, I think, an^pportUne moment, thah.Hbe opinion 
of the Muslims should be brought tfo the notice of ,-His Majesty’ * 
Government ^ ' . . , v _ *■ 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: On a point of informafion^ltfadani. 
The Finance Minister told us a tfw minutes ago that *curfeW jesses will 
J>e issued to the members and that they' would be for* persens as Weft as 
for cars for those members who had cars of their own. But I have just 
now learnt that two members of my party have got their c&rds for their 
cars, but persons, or individual per persons curds are not ypt ready. He 
announced that they would be distributed here on the Hour of the House. 
May I know what the position is iu this respect? 

* Mr. ABDUL RA8HID: We have already arranged for personal cards 
to be issued. 


Mr. BIJDY SINGH NAHAR: Does he know the number of the cards? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: So tar as the names are concerned our 
names were supplied. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI : Personal permits weje ready ami 
those for the cars also are ready but personal cards will be distributed oti 
Monday. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: All right 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I say, Madam, that this is the most opportune 
moment to move this motion. So I appeal to the House to adbpt m\ 
motion. p; * 


Chairman (Mrs. LABANYA PROBHA DUTT): Motion moved that 
mi address be presented to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal through 
"the Ilon’bJc the President of the Bengal Legislative Council with an earmM 
request to Hi* Excellency to make a strong representation to tho Govern- 
ment of India to convey to the British Government in England tK> opinion 
of the Moslem subjects of 11 is Majesty in Bengal that the reeonnnendaUoiiw 
of the Anglo-American Commission on Palestine in their report recently 
published being unjust, aggressive and extremely prejudicial to the A r ^ )S 
ip Palestine ‘and contrary to the principles and purposes ot both the Atlantic 
and TT. N. O. ('barters, should be rejected in toto and should not In* 
implemented under an.v circumstances. ^ - 


*jlr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Madam, I cannot see eye to eye with 
*N|4 motion moved by Mr. Nur Ahmed. That is why it is that mtC^he 
beginning I stood up on a point of order but you were pleaded Hg ^ule 
that the President had admitted the motion and perhaps there w^Ciiotfiing 
more to say about it. But oftentimes motions are admitted by Ail £hair 
and are brought in on the Order puper; and then comes the time for us 
to rttise any point of order whether it* is in order or not, Howejjlf* I do 
hot want to embarrass the chair about it on the present occasion* but I 
simply want to speak on the motion as it stands. Madam, Emitter 
£ell|ea to Palestine. The matter has gone up to the F.N.O. qtffte mpetitly 
and the question is in the seizin of the Steering Committed of tbe H. *N7 Tb 
who 'wants that this matter of Palestine should be taken Ho" the 
Assembly and discussed there. Mr. Asaf Ali for India, a member represen- 
ted in the Steering Committee observed that so far ns this matte D 
concerned Jews should also be given a hearing. The reswl* has belptbat 
the Arabs "hate not been successful in- the Steering take up 

th^tjtestion to the General Assembly in a form-satisfactory The 

British* standpoint has been qpite di4c*ent* * They. *rant: t* wtom *their , 
mpndator^ power in Palestine „ and yet *at the same tuftif thay destine 
hive «* direction froiu the TJX^>iL.the , *ltehe® they ^kotld 

carry ogt the dirgctioh fr* 
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\it>ws of thife Ambassador of India who i< there are concerned, he seems 
to think that this question should he derided after hearing the jews in the 
r NO, The opinion of the Jews should not he given the go-by, and ipso 
iactv Palestine cannot be declared as an Arab emmtn as a whole. The 
J e ws claifn unrestricted immigration into Palest mo n ud there is alreiuly 
great trouble there between the Arabs and -lews. In such a contentious 
matter, sitting in tile Bengal Legi*lntive Council, lot a member to move 
a question like this and also to tumble the Governor lo mo\e the Viceroy 
and then to ask him to send to the British Cabinet the view* <>t this House 
jor consideration seems to me altogether an out-ol-the-w ,i\ pieces* in which 
sueh a matter should be decided. 

Madam, the question is already betoie the V. N . I). ,md 1 do not think 
tin* intricate question of policy regarding [‘alc^im* should hr a subject 
matter of representation from the members of this House. | therefore 
oppose the motion. The Arabs liowe\et have uni *\mp:iih\ m ‘the difficult 
jnsjtion they are in. 

Mr. D. J. COHEN: Mad am, as Semitic races, the relation between 
-lew* md Muhammadans lnne always been tncndly .md harmonious, since 
i i .■ t \ sinned a great many things m common m lehgmus thought and 
;oai tire as well as m various other matteis. It is a mattei of deej> regret 
iliat t neunislances have arisen to create the present unhappy situation 
more especially at a time when the unfortunate plight oi the -lews who 
l.nc suffered a martyrdom the magnitude of winch has no pamllel m the 
woihl’s history should have *i i enirthciicd the racial ties between the two 
uitmisely. Some sinistei influence seems to have created tliis uimaturul 
situation, this division between -lews and Muhammadans to ba\c transformed 
tii.it tiieiidsbip to t be inimical feelings now pi evading . It is no .secret 
Ilia 1 ilie Balfoui Jleriarat ion was made after eonsullation with and approval 
o' King Faisul and with the blessing 1 oj the League of Nations. No 
restriction was imposed in the mattei oi bringing into Palestine as many 
bo\ s a> the countiv can absorb the ami being to le^rijr tlirm fiom f li»* 
A lible consetjuenees of auti-*eimti«Ti] winch later lindei Hitler’s rule 
assumed unpreeeded piopoi tions. An expert survey of the country dis- 
closed that Palestine is capable of absorbing 4 to -> millions dews it the 
lemarkable developments hitherto carried out would In* continued on at 
’erst an equal scale; and those development* already earned out, can they 
be said not to have contributed fundamentally to Arab interests and 
welfare as well!*' Perhaps because immigration bas been on a bigger and 
nuie rapid scab* is tin case of the piesenf tense feeling, but could it hav< 
art u avoided under the circumstances < rented by Hillers r\fei ruination 
policy? Tliougli Hitler’s rule bas ended ami yet according to autborita- 
f'Ve reports, the plight of the Jews in hurope m no betiei to-dav, in what 
known as “the occupied areas of But ope” I he\ are still limned in 
conceritration camps, and in Poland and part* oi (iennany they continue to 
he victims of anti-semitism. Should not the Arabs be the foremost 
J'eople of the world to come to the rescue of their brotliers, to let the dews 
f ed a sanctuary in tire count ly to which they belong, and with the people 
v ith whom they are racially bound. It has been questioned why America, 
Australia and other place.s do not open their doom to these displaced 
people. Will that solve the Jewish problem? Mill it protect them from 
Hm insidious cult of anti-semitism ? T« it not understandable that only 
’ l! a Semitic land they can feel that such a tiling as the curse of anti- 
semitism cannot germinate? Jews and Arabs in the closest bond of unity 
fi ‘<n be expected to see to that with regard to the recommendation of the 
Anglo-American Commission made some months back to permit the entry 
°f 100,000 Jews us quickly as possible, I icgret it was not looked at from 
a humanitarian point of view. 

Hitler exterminated millions. Should not the Arabs, our brothers, 
^etch forth a helping hand to such number of these people as the country 
10 
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can absorb to find a sanctuary there instead of joining those who were not 
allowed to have anywhere to lay their heads but the cold grave? I am not 
cn iny feet now to discuss politics but solely to plead humanity, to plead 
that we continue to slay that horrid monster anti-semitism, to defeat it by 
vigorously associating ourselves with the divine policy of preservation 
against the devilish policy of destruction. 

When I refer to the policy of destruction, I cannot refrain from con. 
demning in the strongest terms the series of terrorist outrages in Palestine 
The Jewish community in Calcutta have condemned in one voice thes* 
dastardly, shameful, senseless acts which has entailed the loss of so main 
precious human Jives including Jews. The spirit of violence doe* no good 
to any cause and worse still if it is exercised by those who have themselves 
been the victims of violence and who have experienced the siift'eiings wlueli 
follow in ity trail. The fundamental issues of the Jewish rights and statu* 
in Palestine, and of international responsibility for the solution of the twn. 
problems of Palestine and the Jewish people have now been raised afresh 
before tbe C.N.O. The eyes of Jews throughout the world are turned n. 
them. Palestine and the Jewish problem is a world responsibility and only 
the C.N.O. can show the way. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA : Madam, I had no mind to take part in 
the debate this afternoon but after the observations of Mr. Das and certain 
remarks that have been made by my esteemed friend Mr. Cohen, 1 feel 1 
should join issue on a question of such momentous significance not onh 
to the Moslims of the East but also to the Muslims of the whole world. You 
know. Madam, Palestine is sacred to the Muslims, to the Jews as also no 
the Christians. Palestine has been associated with the memories of the 
Greatest Prophets and is a place from which Muslims derive their inspira- 
tion. We do not for a single moment hold the proposition that the Jew* 

should have no quarter, no shelter, no homeland in the world or that they 

should in any way be maltreated. Hut from this it does not necessarily 
follow that the Arabs should be unjustly overpowered by Jewish immi- 
grants. This unfortunate state of things can be traced back to tbe Balfoiu 
Declaration. The dubious and perfidious policy of the British Government 
is responsible for tbe disastrous effect upon the Arabs in Palestine and foi 
the ill-treatment of the Muslims in the East. The British Government 
held out assurances to Muslems regarding the integrity of the 
homelands of Islam. The Balfour Declaration on the other ham! 

held out the assurance that a homeland would b^ provided in Palestine 
for the Jews but the Arabs could never agree to this proposal 
Now, these assurances are evidently inconsistent and contradictor} 
Just as in India the British Government are holding out certain 
assurances to the Congress and some other to the Muslim League 
with the result that the situation has become so complicated that 

in spite of the appeal of the two great leaders of public opinion it cannot 
be controlled. The people are now asking for partition of this country 
between tbe two great communities. Similar is the position in Palestine- 
There also the same policy obtains. That is unfortunately the policy of 
British imperialism all over the world. In this connection we are 
reminded of the memorable words of late Maulana Mohammed Ali, Leade* 
of the Khilafat Delegation in England. He was confronted with an 
observation by lute Lloyd George the then Prime Minister of England 
Mr. Lloycl George told Mr. Mohammed Ali “You are talking g-libl y 
of integrity of the homelands J of Islam but what have you done with 
regard to the atrocities that have been perpetuated upon the Armenian* 
by the Turks/’ Mr. Mohammad Ali retorted by saying u No international 
investigation has yet been instituted to enquire into the matter. But if 
be proved to the satisfaction of the whole civilized world that the' Turk* 
have been actually guilty of the charges levelled against them we win 
wash our bands of the Turks. It is much more important for us that not 
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with the same lofty ideal in our genuine sympathies for the Arabs of Pales- 
fane. We want a square deal for them and certainly no injustice for othwT 
^aturaUy the apprehensions of my friend Mr. Noor Ahmed and other 
Aloslem brethren m the east are fully justified. Not for a single moment 
shall I however cast any reflect.on upon the Jews. The rclatons 
between the Jews and the Arabs have been most cordial and iu.ppv and 
three prophets of the world emanated practically from the same region of 
the globe. According to our religion, according to Islam, we have got to 
show equal respect, equal veneration, equal regard, equal admiration to 
all to Moses, to Jesus and to Hnmt Mulmmmed alike. They are all 
brothers be onging to the same fraternity, to the same Semitic race. From 
the soil of the desert came all the great prophet* of the world. There has 
been a continuity of religious flow from the eternal ocean of light co- 
ordination of the efforts of the great prophets of the Semitic it ace for the 
common good of mankind and the stream of their cultures has flowed on 
throughout the whole unrid purging and cleansing all impurities and 
dross that had gathered round the pristine glory ot God's message We 
have absolute sympathy for the Jews ami we <‘ondemn in no uncertain 
terms the horrors perpetrated by the atrocious Herman Nazis headed bv 
Hitler upon the Jews, during the Great War hut that is no reason why the 
poor Arabs should suffer distress and humilatmn to-day. Not merely the 
Arab Muslims hut the Arab Christians as well have joined to fight' this 
domination sought to he imposed upon the Arab Christians and Muslims and 
they are standing against this perfidious, this mischievous, this sinister, thU 
dangerous policy pursued hv the British Government to-day. For sometime 
past, owing to the international situation, this (juesfion ha* assumed very 
serious proportions and the British Government is now sitting on the fence, 
watching the situation because Palestine is sought to be kept by them as a 
tiase for future warfare. The British Government is, therefore, hiding 
time, watching the developments and repercussions in international politics 
due to the agitation ot the Jews and the Arabs about Palestine. The time 
has come for also the Muslims of India to realise the implications ot the 
si .md taken by the British Government foi de< iding the is«nn* bv an Anglo- 
American Commission possibly in favour of the Jews to the detriment of 
the Arabs. We are showing no enmity, no jealous\ , no hatred, no aversion 
towards the Jews, but we have got lo *«•»■ that the position nt the Arabs is 
aot disturbed nor is their indefensible right defeated in an\ wav. These 
Arabs constitute the largest majority of people who built up Palestine as 
we find it to-day, who contributed to it-* glon and strength. Palestine 
rightly belongs to them and no foreigner has any right to cm roach upon 
Hie integrity of their homeland. 1 would appeal to my friends opposite to 
shed their complex in regard to this very important matter, when the Indian 
National Congress headed by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru is showing 
sympathies to the Arabs in Palestine in their humiliation, it is a misfortune 
that the Deputy Leader of the Confess Party in this House should be ho 
suspicious over a question like this affecting so vitally the Arabs of 
Palestine avoid a discussion of this matter and should raise the question of 
jurisdiction of this House for discussion thereof. In this, though the 
Muslims in India are not directly affected, it will affect their cultural 
hegemony, the position and integrity of the Muslims all over the world. In 
s ‘ , ving all this I do not mean any reflection on any other culture, any other 
civilisation, any other school of thought, any other ideology, or any other 
class of, people in the Nvorld. I am of the opinion that we should show our 
fullest sympathy with the Arabs who are in great difficulties and are paw- 
ing through the most critical phase of their national existence. 

With these words I support the motion before the House. 

. The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDOIM H08AIN: As is usual 

iu cases like this we will forward the proceedings of the House to the « 
appropriate authorities for necessary action. 
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CHAIRMAN (Mrs. LABANYAPROBHA DUTT): The question before 
the House is that an address be presented to His Excellency the Governor 
of Bengal through the Hon’ble the President of the Bengal Legislative 
Council with an earnest request to His Excellency to make a strong re- 
presentation to the Government of India to convey to the British Govern- 
ment in England the opinion of fne Moslem subjects of His Majesty in 
Bengal that the recommendations of the Anglo-American Commission on 
Palestine in their report recently published being unjust, aggressive and 
extremely prejudicial to the Arabs in Palestine and contrary to the prin- 
ciples and purposes of both the Atlantic and TT.N.O. Charters, should be 
rejected in toto and should not be implemented under any circumstances. 

The question was put and agreed 1o. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that an Address be presented to His 
Excellency the Governor of Bengal through the Hon’ble the President of 
the Bengal Legislative Council with an earnest appeal to His Excellency 
to strongly urge uport the Government of' India to take immediate and 
effective steps to ensure the free movement of the people of Bengal to and 
from Burma so that no discrimination can be made against the people of 
Bengal in any field of any activity in Burma as compared with the 
Britishers and nationals of other countries in view of the great parts 
which the people of Bengal have played in the development of Burma’s 
national life and economy for decades past and in view of the just rights 
of the people of Bengal to take proper place in the rehabilitation and 
reconstruction of Burma and to re-establish themselves in the various 
activities of this country. 

CHAIRMAN (Mrs. LABANYAPROBHA DUTT): The question 
before the House is that an Address be presented to His Excellency 
the Governor of Bengal through the Hon’ble the President of 
the Bengal Legislative Council with an earnest appeal to His Excellency 
to strongly urge upon the Government of India to take immediate aud 
effective steps to ensure the free movement of the people of Bengal to and 
from Burma so that no discrimination can be made against the people of 
Bengal in anv field of any activity in Burma as compared with the 
Britishers and nationals of other countries in view of the great part** 
which the people of Bengal have played in the development of Burma’s 
national life and economy for decades past and in view of the just right** 
of the people of Bengal to take proper place in the rehabilitation and 
reconstruction of Burma and to re-establish themselves in the various 
activities of this country. 

Khan Bahadur A. M. 3HAH00DUL HOQUE: Madam, I rise to 
support the motion and expect that as the matter concerns the whole of 
Bengal without the distinction of caste or creed, my friends of the Congress 
Party will not oppose it but will join with us in accepting it. 

CHAIRMAN (Mrs. LABANYAPROBHA DUTT): The question 
before the House is that an Address be presented to His Excellency 
the Governor of Bengal through the Hon’ble the President of 
the Bengal legislative Council with an earnest appeal to His Excellency 
to strongly urge upon the Government of India to take immediate and 
effective steps to ensure the free movement of the people of Bengal to and 
from Burma so that no discrimination can be made against the people of 
Bengal in any field of any activity in Burma as compared with the 
Britishers ana nationals of oth§r countries in view of the great parts 
which the people of Bengal have played in the development of Burma’s 
national life and economy for decaaes past and in view of the just rights 
of the people of Bengal to take proper place in the rehabilitation and 
reconstruction of Burma and to re-establish themselves in the various 
activities of this country. 

The question was put and agreed to. 
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special nau tad. school at Chittagong for the benefit of the people of Bengal. 
Mr * LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Madam, I rise on a point of order. 

it h£X **££ m A “*r*»"» Ho.1T So. h„ „ 


Mr. A in uly ad hone Roy in absent and is not 


Mr. ABDUL RA8HID: Mr. Ainuivadhone Roy 
? omg to move his motion. The motion that Mr. Kur Ahmed has moved 
just now is his own motion and not that of Mr. Roy. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Oh, I am sorry. 

CHAIRMAN (Mrs. LABANYAPROBHA DUTT): Motion moved that 

an Address be presented to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal through 
the Hon ble the President of the Bengal Legislative Council with an earnest 
appeal to His Excellency to strongly urge upon the Government of India 
1o establish a special nautical school at Chittagong for the benefit of the 
people of Bengal. 


Th. Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: On behalf of Government 

I can say that this is one of the objects which the Bengalj Government 
is always urging upon the Centre. 1 myself think that thin motion should 
be passed on to the Government of India. 


Mr, BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: On a point of information, Madam. 
Ihe point is this: will the Hon’ble Minister please explain eh to why 
the present M inistry and its party while it does not want Bengal to be 
under the Centre should he pleased to urge upon the Centre to do certain 
things for them from time to time? 


The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: But we have not yet 
separated. We are still governed under the Government of India Act, 


Mr. BIJOY 8INCH NAHAR: Since you want to separate from the 
Government of India, why go to them for help, Whv don't you yourself 
establish a nautical school with your own resources? 1 oppose the motion. 

• • 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Have I got the right of making a 
speech? Will you allow ua to continue the debate till another dayP 

CHAIRMAN (Mrs. LABANYAPROBHA DUTT): The House standi 
adjourned till 1-30 p.m. on Monday, the 5th May. 


Adjournment. 


Thfe House then adjourned rill 1;30 p.m. on Monday, the 6th May, 

Will# 
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MEMBERS ABSENT, 

Manta* atant 




The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 2nd 
May, 1947:— 

(1) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmeds 

(2) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

(3) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Hashid Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das. 

(6) Mr. Kamini Kumar Datta. 

(7) Mr. Eric Dermot Doyne. 

(S) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Ellahi. 

(9) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria. 

(10) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Mahammed Jan 

(11) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(12) Mr. Nagendra Nath Moholanobish. 

(13) Mr. (leorgd Morgan, c.i.e. 

(14) Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan. 

(15) Dr. Kumud Sankar Hoy. 

(16) Alhaj Yar Ali Khan. 
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SENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 



First Session, 1947— Ho. 38. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- ' 
ing, Calcutta, on Monday, the 5th May, 1947, at 1-30 p.m., being the 
38th day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section (£?(*) (a) of the 
Government of India A*ct, 19-15. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Phvsad Singh Roy, k.c.i.k.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Mr. ABDUL, RA8HID: The question standing in the name of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil Supplies may be postponed as he will 
not be able to come. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. I understand the Hon’ble Mr. (to f ran will not be 
able to come. So his questions are postponed. His questions are 115, 
JIG and 117. 

House shortage in the urban and industrial areas of Bengal. 

118. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Department of Health and Local Self-Government l>e pleased to state 

any plan has been prepared and put into operation by the Government 
ot Bengal to make up housing shortage in urban and industrial areas of 
Bengal? 

{!>) Do the Government of Bengal propose to ask managements of all 
industrial establishments in the city and urban areas of Bengal to provide 
residential accommodation to their employees so as to relieve the acute 
nousing shortage and high rent? 

<c) Do the Government of Bengal propose to provide residential accom- 
modation to their own employees? 

id) Do the Government of Bengal propose to establish a House Board 
for the above purpose? 

(e) Do the Government propose to launch a scheme to encourage and 
subsidise all private house-building enterprises? 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID, Parliamentary Saoratary (on behalf of tho 
Minister in charge of tho Department of Health and Local Self-Covem- 
HWHt): ( a ) and (d) Yes. 

(I>) No. 

(c) and (e) These are under consideration. 

Number of ’hospitals opened for Bihar refugees in Bengal. 

u 119. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL (on behalf of Mr. Nagendra 
H*th Mahalanebis: Will the Hon’ble Minister ill charge 01 the 
Department of Health and Local Self-Government be pleased to state how 
many ^hospitals have been opened Tor Bihar refugees in Bengal during 
recft ht disturbances there? 

82 
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Mr. ABDULRA8HIO, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of Miiteter 
m charge of the Department of Health and Leeal SelfCovernment): The 

following temporary hospitals have been opened for the medical relief of the 
sick amongst the refugees from the Province of Bihar: — 

One 100-bedded hospital at Asansol (district Burdwan). 

One 50-bedded hospital at Ghishkara (district Burdwan). 

One 20-bedded hospital at Salboni (district Midnapore). 

One 20-bedded hospital at Basudebpur (district Bankura). 

One 50-bedded hospital at Parbatipur (district Dinajpur). 

One 20-bedded hospital at Digri (district Midnapore). 

Mr. LALIT CHANDARA DA8: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state whether all these beds are filled up with patients? 

Mr. ABOUL RASHID (for the Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Cofran): That 1 
cannot say. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Can you give us an idea what is the 
reason for having so many hospitals in so many different places? 

Mr. ABDUL RA8HID: These hospitals have been opened because of 
the treatment of Beliari refugees which was necessary then. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how many patients were admitted and how many treated and how 
many discharged ? 

Mr. ABDUL RA8HID: That I cannot say offhand how many were 
admitted and how many discharged. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, let him take time to let us have 
the information, because if there is no patients or a few of them, what i* 
the use of this unnecessary expenditure. 

Mr. ABDUL RA8HID: If you give us notice of a fresh question that 
will be answered. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Why can it not be done in this ques- 
tion? We want to know why so much money lias been spent when there is 
no sufficient patients in the hospitals. 

Mr. ABDUL RA8HID Sir, unless this question is renewed how ('an it be 
answered ? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Quite so. If you want the information, Mr. Das. 
you better put a question on these lines. 

Number of rural dispensaries under district beards, local boards and union 
boards in Bengal. 

120. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Department of Health and Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state — 

ia) the number of rural dispensaries under district boards, local boards 
and union boards in Bengal; 

( b ) the number of such dispensaries having beds for indoor patients; 

(c) if he will place before tins House a statement of these figures, district 

by district; and 

(d) if the Government propose to arrange for indoor hospitals with small 

number of beds in each of district board and union k>ard dispen- 
saries to form a nucleus of & primary health centre as envisaged 
by the JBhore Committee? 
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Mr. ABDUR RASHID, Parliamentary Secretary on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Miiriater in-charge of the Department of Health and Local Self* 
Government 

(/>) 22 . 

(f) A statement is laid on the Library Table. 

(rf) No. Government are, however, considering a P.W.D. Scheme 
ioi increasing the number of rural dispensaries by the establishment of model 
Mspensaries each with four indoor beds and at a cost of about Its. 60, 000. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Questions over. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS' On a point of information. Sir. Our 
(session began on the drd February, 1947, and we have put in many questions 
[so far. May I know the total number of questions that were put by the 
members and the number of questions answered!" 1 believe that from the 
P>\\ number of questions that are being answered daiU there must he a 
large number of unanswered questions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The information can be supplied by day after to- 
morrow. 


The Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now, we take up the Bengal Acquisition of Waste 
Land Bill. 


Clause 1. 

Clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

Amendments Nos. 1 and 2 by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das and ltai Bahadur 
Irojendra Mohan Moitra are out of order. No. '•) stands in the name Mr. 
Ciliar. Yes, Mr. Nahar. 

Mr. BlilOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, I beg to move that in suh*claus« 
l ) of clause 1 of the Bill, before the w r ord “Bengal” in line 1, the words 
N <»rth and East” be inserted. 

Bir, Government wants this Bill to he introduced throughout the whole 
1 Bengal. We want that this should come into operation in North and 
‘■'"t Bengal only and not in West Bengal. We know that a great change 
going to happen in Bengal and there is every chance of Bengal being 
i'ided into two sections very soon and so we from this side do not want 
iv such Bill to come into operation now. It has been mentioned by the 
overument and the other day by Mr. Nur Ahmed that these lands were 
he acquired for the Bihar refugees *vho have come to Bengal. Sir, w f e 
> not want that these refugees should live in Bengal or at least in this 
r t of Bengal. We want that they should go hack to their own places 
d to be rehabilitated there. But if the Government of Bengal is deter- 
ged or is very anxious to have them in Bengal, Sir, I would urge them 
do that in East Bengal where there will not he any trouble to keep them. 

here in West Bengal if the Government wants to keep them by acquiring 
ids. from different persons they will create trouble. We are already in 
‘ midst of troubles and we do not want that there should be more troubles. 

Provisions of this Bill should not apply to West Bengal or Central 
'igal. That is the main reason why I have moved this amendment. 

The other reasons are these that* we are fighting for dividing Bengal 
0 two iparta— one will be Pakistan and the other will be Hindustan, 
d this is going to be done very soon. The new Goveniment that h going 
originate would , if necessary, may pass any such Bill. 
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Sir, we do not want that this sort of Bills, which are most commui 
in effect, should have any force of law in such parts of the country wh 
£hey are the least needed. The next point is this that the Governin' 
whether it is Hindustan or Pakistan Government, is going to acquire, tl 
are sure to acquire the zemandjm rights of each place and under the < 
cumstances, Sir, all lands will Belong to the State and if the Governmi 
thinks, as was explained the other day by the Leader of the House, tl 
they should have these lands even before the operation of the other 3 
acquiring zemindari rights, that in the meantime they want the operat 
of this Bill to take effect, in that case, we do not like this. Sir, if i 
Government decides that, even before acquiring the zemindari es, they slj 
acquire these waste lands practically for nothing, without proper coin]) 
sation to the landlords or the owners or anybody interested in them, 
Government can, if they so please, do so in the districts and places nh 
they think they won’t have any difficulty or opposition from the people 
the place. < The people may even be willing parties to the action of 
Government. There are many landlords here from the eastern part 
Bengal. They may be willing to hand over their lands to you for nothi 
as you represent them and not all but we, Sir, who belong to the westi 
part and central part of Bengal would never like that our lands, the lai 
of the people in general, the lands of the poor especially, the lands of i 
rich people or the lands of anyone else should be acquired by the pres 
Government for the purposes they have mentioned. These are the mi 
reasons for my putting in the amendment that the word, “Bengal” shoi 
be changed into North and East Bengal and I hope that if the Governin' 
is serious, if they really want that this Bill should be passed into an . 
and should come into operation they should accept niv amendment. Oth 
wise it will he impossible, 1 would say it again most strongly it would 
impossible for them to acquire even one single piece of land in Westi 
Bengal. Sir, the people will not take this expropriation lying down; 
people are determined not to accept these laws and not to work them ; t) 
will refuse to abide by your these bad laws, these communal laws, th 
one-sided laws which may interest your party, and in which your pa 
may be interested — none else. The people will refuse to allow their lai 
to be acquired as a result of which trouble will arise and you can lie 
imagine, you can never dream of the troubles that are ahead of you. 
you forcibly want to do these things. I would warn the Government tl 
they should be careful enough not to invite any further trouble and vl 
we are on the verge of Freedom, when we are going to have the th 
party go out of India; we should not invite new troubles for nothing; 
no purpose. If you really want to cultivate these waste lands there 
various ways and means of doing it and the people will be willing to p 
you the lands but if you forcibly want to acquire them to serve your o 
purpose; to serve your own party and to serve certain sections of your <> 
community at the cost of the people, the people will not take it lying d<* 
They will revolt and will never give you an inch of land. These are 
reasons why the words “North and’ East” should be inserted in line 1 
Bill clause 1 before the word “Bengal”. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order. Amendment moved that in s 
clause (1) of clause 1 of the Bill, before the word “Bengal” in line 1, 
words “North and East” be inserted. 

Mr. 8ATISH CHANDRA 8EN: I support this amendment although 
is not to my liking. My reason for supporting this amendment is 
previous statement when thj^ question of recommittal of the entire Bill ^ 
toeing considered. I then pointed out in view of our opposition and 
view of the large number of amendments given bv the opposition that 
would bfc discreet on theh part of the Government to have the Bill recon 
dered in the light of the amendments, but unfortunately, Sir, reason or 
reason, by sheer vote and bv sheer abuse of power the Government h 1 
defeated those amendments and got passed their own motion. Sir, ^ 
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U a very unfortunate situation which I have found here in my experience. 
It is only for that reason that I am going: to support this amendment. 
While the previous amendment was being discussed I told the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of this Bill that the provisions that were going to he 
enacted in this Bill were also incorporated in the State Acquisition Bill 
which was being introduced in the other House, which contained practically 
similar provisions. So I asked what was the necessity to hurry this Bill 
through with almast identical provisions in this manner in this House, in 
the teeth of all opposition and in the teeth of this feeling of the opposition 
if there were no ulterior motive behind it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think Mr. Sen you should come hack to the 
amendment itself. This is not the stage when you can speak in general 
terms, on the provisions of this Bill, but \ ou must *peak to the specific 
amendment. 

Mr. 8ATI8H CHANDRA 8EN: I how to your decision, Sir.* It is only 
rut that account that 1 am expressing my position as to why I am supporting 
[the present amendment; it is only for that reason that I urn explaining the 
! matter in this way: it is relevant in that way, Sir. 1 may sav that if 
j they want it, let it be passed as the amendment wishes to convey the desire, 
let it be passed with regard to East Bengal and North Bengal. It seems 
necessary that I should give my reason for that. 1 am still going to place 
before the Hon’ble Minister and the House my views as the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter on the last occasion pointed out that waste lands were not covered by 
the State Acquisition Bill. 1 am really sorry that that is what the Hon’ble 
Minister had stated that waste lands were not covered by that Bill (as he 
denies now), but Sir, tli^t is not so, for 1 have taken paiticular note of the 
proceedings in this connection and let the proceedings <d that day he en- 
quired into and it will be found that waste lands are actually covered by 
that Bill. What is the motive for passing the present Mill l'' 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, 1 did not say any such 
thing: what I did say is this: waste lands should he acquired first, and 
:it mice, 

Mr. SATISH CHANDRA SEN: And win* That i, the reason that I 
enquired. Why these waste lands .should be acquired first!" A true picture 
"t ihe position should have been gi\en on that occasion. The second point 

it has been pointed out by m\ friends of the minisfei ialist party was 
that waste lands were to be aequiied because landless people, etc., had to 
he supplied with lands, and it was also "dated that the Congress party and 
the opposition were objecting to that course. Are \»>u si mere? That was 
the charge levelled against us My submission is this; are members of 
the ministerialist party sincere in their statements !" So far as I remember, 
^ir, I have gone into the State Acquisition Hill and, there also the same 
provisions are put in. There the Hon’ble Mimster-in-cliaige states that, it 

nisi considered necessary that all *urp]qj* cultivable lands held by pro- 
prietors, tenure-holders and raiyats in excess of certain prescribed standard 
'hould be acquired with a view to their distribution amongst petty eultiva- 
u,r ', landless labourers and hnrfjadurs so as to provide them with economic 
mldiugs. Exactly a similar motive is the underlying principle of this Bill. 

Exactly the same motive which lias been said to be the underlying 
principle of this Act. If that be the jio-ition why ure you postponing the 
Mi ‘te Acquisition Bill; when you are incorporating that Bill why are you 
Wishing through this Bill? Srt we suspect there has been some ulterior 
motive. As I have said I do not agree with the wording of the amendment, 
as it seems there is a motive behind this Bill other than what has 
aguely been stated in the Statement of Objects and Reasons, for that 
cason I support the amendment and although 1 do not like the amendment 
support it for the reason stated. 
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Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DUTTA: Sir, the reasons for which I a 
supporting this amendment are these : In the first place it would be burde 
ing the Statue with, if I may say so, a black Act — black, because 
supports communalism. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Mr. Dutta, kindly come back to the sped! 
amendment. You are talking ox# the general principle. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DUTTA: Yes, Sir, I am coming back to ] 
If they are really in a hurry to act upon the Bill the safer course for the 
is to accept this* amendment, namely the words “North and East” insert* 
before the word “Bengal”. Then they will have no trouble, and we v,] 
also be saved from the trouble, and they can have it as best as you like, 
they do not accept it they are courting trouble, as my friends have alreat: 
stated, and they should not at this particular moment precipitate it l 
bringing in this sort of legislation. The events that are happening ui 
so irresistible that it would not be wise to shut their eyes to these reaJitie 
Things have come to such a pass that it would be impossible to resist 
partition of this province. I can tell Government frankly that if anyor 
is responsible for this move of partition it is their Bills and Acts and the 
acts outside this House and they are primarily responsible for this partitioi 
I would, therefore, request the Hon’ ole Minister to accept this amendmei 
and carry on merrily with his acquisition so far as northern and paster 
parts of Bengal are concerned. Sir, if the idea is as is stated in tl 
Statement of Objects and Reasons, it is incorporated in the provisions < 
the previous Bill. You have, so far as the zemindars are concerned, bee 
able to successfully tackle that question. 

Now, you are on the middle class. Very well, if you want to drive yoi 
wedge against the middle class, by all means do it, concentrate your attt*i 
tiou to that part of Bengal where you can drive it easily and perhu] 
peacefully. 

With these words. Sir, I support the amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I am sorry to say tin 

the Opposition and ulso my friend Mr. Sen who claims that he does m 
belong to the Congress are deliberately speaking tilings which they then 
selves know to he untrue. (Mr. Lalit Ciianimia Das: Question.) I Inn 
explained already in reply to Mr. Lalit Chandra Das’s question that tli 
question of settlement of laud with Beharis does not arise at present. Tli 
Bihar refugees are here. We have accommodated them. If their <>w 
Government do not create a condition whereby the refugees may feel 
sense of security and if the Government do not win them over and take thei 
back, then only this question of settling lands with them will arise. I 
they happen at any point of time to form a part of the population of Bengt 
then in that case 1 will not make any discrimination between the Bilia 
refugees and the population of Bengal, because they by that time will fori 
a part of the population of Bengal. 

Now, with regard to the settlement of land, it may be said also tha 
we are acquiring these lands for various other reasons. I have told th 
House why we were acquiring these l&nds. Now, the Congress with * 
much fuss and solicitude is putting a different interpretation. Withou 
doing that, if they would have frankly opposed the Bill, we would ha^ 
understood them. But they are determined to put a meaning which sent’ 
their own purpose. I cannot accept the position of Mr. Nahar when b 
says that Bengal is going to J5e divided and there should be no such legL 
lation now. Though I nave already said previously that I have brough 
this Bill on the basis that Bengal is one. Therefore if Bengal is divided 
“which I do not think it will ever be, that will be an altogether differed 
matter. This is a controversy^ w*hich you are bringing here only as * 
delaying tactics. (Mr. Bankim Chandba Dotta: Question.) 
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As to Mn Sen, he does not find any urgency in this Bill. He say* that 
the provisions of this Bill might have been incorporated in the State Acqui- 
sition Bill and as we have not done that, we must have something behind 
<mr mind. I am sorry to say that a man of his experience after having 
read the Statement of Objects and Reasons should not have said that there 
i< no urgency about the matter. Have I not told that lands iu Bunkuru and 
Birbhum are being turned into deserts by the erosions, and so it is neces- 
sary to acquire them for afforestation schemes? Did I not say that these 
vast tracts of lands — waste lands — are required to be acquired for the affore- 
station purpose, if not for auy other purpose. They say there is no urgency 
but do they not feel the urgency of the irrigation schemes that are to be 
introduced in the West Bengal? Did I not, mention that these waste lands 
are required to be acquired for these irrigation schemes? 

I brought in a Bill separately from the Bengal State Acquisition and 
Tenancy Bill so that I might acquire waste lands as upurt froiti the acqui- 
sition of the zamiudary estates to which t he waste lands belong. That is 
the reason why I have brought this separate Bill and the reason is that 
even after the State Acquisition Bill comes into existence, t.r., even when 
it is placed on the Statute Book it will require considerable length of 
time after that to acquire all the states of Bengal. That is the reason why 
it is difficult to acquire waste lands immediately under that Act. Now 
lie re the waste lands will be acquired only for those development projects 
which will be ushered iu by the Government immediately and for that 
purpose this Bill is urgently necessary and the Opposition, if they want to 
oppose the Bill, let them do so frankly and not by distorting the position 
nt the Government or (^storting the statements made by me. I oppose the 
amendment. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that in sub-clause 
(/' of clause 1 of the Bill, before the word “Bengal” in hue 1, the words 
‘ North and East” be inserted. 


The question was put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYE8— 10. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Das 
Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta 
Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta 
Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan 
Mr. Bijoy 8ingh Mahar 


Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Roy 
Mr. Biren Roy 
Mr. Biswanath Roy 
Mr. Charu Chandra 8anyal 
Mr. 8atish Chandra San 


NOES— 21. 


Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud 

Mr. Nur Ahmad 

Mr. 8adaruddin Ahmad 

Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua 

Mr. Moazztm Hossain Chawdhury 

Mr. Hamjdul Muq Chawdhury 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury 

Mr. Syad Fazfa Rabbi Chowdhury 

Mr. e. D. Doyna 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutta 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Ha qua 


Mr. G. J. K. Hook 

The Hon’ble Mr. Salytd Muazzamuddtn 
Hossain 

Mr. Latafat Hossain 

Khan 8ahib Mobarafc All Khan 

Mr. Syad Abdul Majid 

Th* Hon bie Mr. Tarak Nath Mukarjaa 

Mr. Abdul Rashid 

Mr. Amulyadhona Roy 

Mr. Md. Tauftq 

Khan Sahib Moulvl Wahlduzzaman 


Ayes being 10 and Noes 21 the motion was lost. 

Mr, Bsswailftth Roy: I beg to move that in sub-clause (J) of clause I 
the Bill, before the word “Bengal” iu line 1, the word * East” be inserted. 

Sir, I have not included the word “North” as it was previously moved 
v others and I have done so because the entire North Bengal is not includ- 
^ in the proposed partition scheme of Bengal. Certain district* of North 
^ n £al are contemplated to be included in the new province of Western 
^ngal.* I also agree with the arguments put forward by my friend* here 
u connection with the division of Bengal and I feel that when the new 
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province is going to fee formed in Western Bengal it should be allowed to 
decide its own destiny and it would not be proper for the outgoing Ministry 
to leave a legacy for the Ministry of the new province. They should come 
forward to decide as to how to effect an all-round improvement of the new 
province. I therefore feel that my friends opposite should allow us to have 
a partition and allow us to formulate our own schemes for the development 
of our own new province. We feel that the problems of the Western 
Bengal to make improvements about agricultural products and other things 
should be left to the representatives of the new province because their policy 
may not be on the same lines as the present Bill contemplates. I feel my 
friends opposite will accept the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause ( 1 ) of clause 
1 of the Bill, before the word “Bengal” the word “East” be inserted. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS* Mr. President, Sir, I want to have a 
ruling from' you whether I will be permitted to move amendments 9-1(1 
after the fate of the amendment No. 4 of Mr. Biswa Nath Roy is decided. 
Mv amendment says that in sub-clause (2) of clause 1 of the Bill, the 
following be added at the end, namely: — 

“and except the Presidency Division, the Burdwan Division and the 
Rajshahi Division”. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, you can do that because in the East and West 
Bengal besides these divisions there are some excluded areas and partially 
excluded areas. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Thank you. Then, Sir, I rise lo 
support the amendment of Mr. Biswa Nath lloy. • If this is accepted then 
it will mean acceptance of the whole of Eastern Bengal which does 
not, of course, include Presidency Division. One thing the Hon’ble Minister 
must explain. Why this Bill should be rushed through in this indecent 
haste? When replying to the amendment of my frieud Mr. Bijov Singh 
Nalinr the* Hon’ble Minister dilated upon the urgency of this Bill and 
as illustration he cited the case of Birbhum and Bankura districts and said 
that as these districts are being washed away afforestation is necessary 
there. 

Now, Sir, if that is so, he has not been able to explain why all the.^e 
waste lands of the whole of Bengal should be acquired. It would have 
been just and fair and proper for the Government to have placed before 
us certain schemes which would have enabled the members to ascertain that 
Government was really in urgent need to acquire all the waste lands ot 
Bengal. The Hon ’hie Minister said in reply that besides stopping erosion 
there were also other schemes and plans drawn up by Government and to 

S ut into execution those schemes these waste lands should be acquired. 

ow, the whole point hinges round the explanation of the Hon’ble Minister 
to what is the quantity of land they want to acquire to put into execution 
the different plans of Government, lor the purpose of irrigation and 
drainage and also for the purpose of afforestation. He has not put 
any scheme before the House in detail. If he did so then we 
would have been able to know what is the quantity of land they are ip 
need of. But, Sir, that is really not the intention of Government. If b 
was the real intentiou to acquire lands for the purpose of helping irrigation 
or for carrying out particular plans of Government they would not have 
come round for acquisition ofg^ll the waste lands of Bengal. The Govern 
ment proposes to acquire over .30 lakhs acres of land and in Burdwan distriH 
and Bankura district only there are over 4 lakhs acres of lands lying waste 
It is no nationalisation of the lands but it is communalisation of the lands, 
for, afte* all, it is a communal Government. Had it been otherwise w< 
could say here it was a national Government and they were asking the# 
lands for the good of the whole nation. But it is not a case like that. 





g 0 my frieiul, and the mover of the amendment, wants to confine tho 
powers of the Government to the acquisition of the lands in East Bengal 
Then there would 'be some reason behind this measure of Government. 
We ask why instead of wasting their efforts — the efforts of the present 
Muslim League Government — in vain channels and disturbing the neigh- 
bouring Government of Assam by asking the Bengali Immigrants to stay 
iu the waste lands of Assam, why do they not settle them in East 
Bengal. They should withdraw those immigrants and settle them in East 
Bengal. They should state what quantities of lands they would require for* 
this purpose. Instead of doing this the Government of Bengal are putting 
in all sorts of wrong arguments, in order to bolster np their own I'akisthon 
idea. It would be just and fair and proper for the Government to do this, 
namely, withdraw the Bengal immigrants from Assam. If they really 
mean business they should state the quantities of lands they would require 
in settling these immigrants. Here is the urgency, if there is any urgency 
at all. Let them acquire all the waste lands in East Bengal and not acquire 
lands in West Bengal. 

As for erosion in Western Bengal districts which he has assigned as 
a reason, I say this that the erosion has not been sudden; this erosion 
has been going on continuously for years past and it cannot be said that 
the Hon’ble Minister can stop it at once and bring a second heaven on this 
side of the earth, if this Bill is passed, in the course of a month. Will 
you be able to stop the erosion even in another six months Y There is the 
erosion upon your Government and that erosion \n i 1 1 be settled by events 
in the near future, I mean the event of the partitioning of Bengal. That 
is the greatest erosion you must protect yourself against. Instead of doing 
that you are putting irt measures which, are not at all urgent and necessary 
with a view to taking up other lands over which very likely thU Government 
will have no jurisdiction whatsoever with the partitioning of Bengal shortly. 
Another 15 days and it will be seen where this present Government stand* 
with respect to Western Bengal. 1 support the motion of m\ friend Mr.* 
Biswanath Roy. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: 1 rise to >upport the amendment 
tabled by Mr. Biswanath Roy. The inclusion ol the word “East” before 
Bengal has its significance at the present moment because it is almost 
definite that Bengal is going to be partitioned. (Mr. Ami i yviuionk Roy. 
How do you prophesy it B) That will be known within a tew days. So far 
as our opinion goes it is almost definite that Bengal is going to be parti- 
tioned. (Interruption from Mr. Amulyadhone Km.) Bienne keep quiet. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Will you continue your speech Y 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL: A- there Mas such a ffolnml and 
interruption to my observations 1 preferred In keep quiet for a second to 
make others quiet. On account of the above reason the acquisition of 
waste lands or anything that is done under this Bill should be done only 
in East Bengal at this moment. Ml pmrhuncc Bengal is not partitioned 
then the atmosphere would be different and ihe Bill may thou be amended 
or a new Bill might be brought in to extend these operations. There are 
about 40 lakhs acres of cultivable waste lands in Bengal and as for as I 
understood from the reply of the HoiiMde Fazlur Rahman given on the 
21st of April, in Burdwan district there are only 2 lakhs and in Dinajpur 
°»lv d lakhs. Still do lakhs of waste lands are in surplus in other districts 
a nd I think enough “public purposes” as defined in this Bill could be 
undertaken with the -do lakhs of acres of lands lying in places other thfttt 
ln Burdwan and Dinajpur districts. I think 2 or d lakhs of acres of land 
"puld be quite enough for at least 10 years’ work for the “public purposes” 
a *jned in this Bill and why there is so much eagerness to get the lands ol 
^ T est Bengal at present. I suspect that it is a business proposition of the 
Government. They want to have' these lands acquired now for nothing 
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but if the Damodar and the More projects that are in sight actually mate- 
rialise the orice of the lands will go up and the Bengal Government rill 
make a profit out of it. Should I mean this? And I think our Ministei- 
in-charge will kindly enlighten us on this point whether they are acquiring 
the land for afforestation purposes or to make any profitable transaction 
out of it? The land that can be. had for nothing at present will have 
its value much increased when the Damodar and More projects are given 
effect to and I suspect that such a sort of move is behind the back of the 
■Government in this Bill. * 

I support that the Bill must be confined with regard to the waste lands 
of East Bengal and not of any other portion of ‘Bengal. As regards the 
acquisition of waste lands in eastern Bengal there will not be any trouble 
In East Bengal and in other parts of Bengal there are plots of waste land 
which are uncultivable, and there are plots which are cultivable. Does the 
Hon’ble Minister mean to acquire the cultivable lands only or the uncultiv- 
able land alsb? In this respect he has not been definite and we have the 
right to know from the Hou’ble Minister (who is now talking with one oi 
his colleagues) whether he intends to take up the cultivable wastes or will 
take up uncultivable wastes as well? This he has not. made clear. Mr. 
President, Sir, when members are speaking and the Minister-in-charge i* 
talking with other persons, how can he presumably reply to the questions 
in this House, and I hope he will kindly listen to what members sav so 
that he may he in a position to give an effective, a crushing^?) reply when 
necessary. 

With these words T support the motion moved by my friend, Mr. Biswa- 
nath ltoy. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, the arguments put for- 
ward by the opposition in connection with this amendment are in my 
'Opinion not relevant to the amendment and as such they do uot require any 
answer from me, and with regard to oue or two other arguments, they 
have been answered in connection with my speech in reply to previous 
amendments. I oppose the amendment. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question that in sub-clause ( 1 ) of clause 1 
•of the Bill, before the word “Bengal” in line 1, the word “East” be inserted. 


The question was put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYE8— to. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Das 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta 

Mr. Kamfnl Kumar Dutta 

Ral Bahadur Brojandra Mohan Maitra 

Mr. BIJoy Singh Nahar 


Mr. Blron Roy 
Mr. Biswanath Roy 
Mr. Patiram Roy 
Mr. Charu Chandra 84nyal 
Mr. Satish Chandra 8#n 


N0E8 — 21. 


Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud 

Mr. Nur Ahmad 

Mr. Sadaruddin Ahmod 

Mr. 8ytd Badrudduja 

Ral Bahadur Dhirandra Lai Barua 

Mr. Raatuddin Bhulya 

Mr. Moatztm Nossain Chowdhury 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latlf Chowdhury 

Mr. Byad Fail# Rabbi Chowdhury w 

Mr. E. D. Ooyrw 


Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haquo 
Mr. 6. J. K. Hook 

Tho Hon’ bit Mr. 8aiyed Muammuddtn 
Host In 

Mr. Latafat Hossafn 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan 

Mr. Syad.Abdul Majid 

Mr. Abdul Rashid 

Mr. Amutyadhono Roy 

Mr. Md. Tauftq 

Khan Sahib Moutvl WahUfuzzaman 


The Ayes being 10 and the Noes 21 the motion was lost. 


Mr* BISWANATH ROY: Sir, I beg to move that in sub-clause (I) 
of clause 1 of the Bill, for the word “Waste” in line 2, the word “Fallow” 
he inserted. 
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Sir, tfc$ i definition of “waste” and “fallow” has to be properly consi- 
dered. Tkere are lots of confusion as to what particular type of land the 
Bill proposes to acquire. According to the Statement of Objects and 
lleasons the word should be “fallow * and not “waste ’. Because the lands 
which are cultivable and are not being utilised now are going, to be acquired. 
It there are some lands adjoining some dwelling houses of some people 
certainly they are not going to be acquired. Or, there may be some lands 
left for cattle grazing and other similar purposes. So, in order to obviate 
these difficulties it would be wise on the part of Government to definitely 
make it clear that they do not want these lands. 

Amendment moved that in sub-clause ( l ) of clause 
1 of the Bill, for the word “Waste” in line 2, the word “Fallow” be inserted. 

Ml% 8ATI8H CHANDRA SEN* Sir, I rise to support this amendment. 
Sir, the mover of the amendment has rightly pointed out why this Bill 
should not be hurried through. Many loopholes will come out if the Govern- 
ment wants to hurry this Bill through and in future there will be more 
troubles. Sir, the “waste land” has been defined to mean any land which 
has been lying uncultivated sintv before the dlst day of January, 1947. 

1 lie Hon ble Minister has also said that for the purpose of afforestation 
this Bill was going to be introduced. This is a very laudable object no 
doubt. !Now, Sir, if there are some forest lands belonging to some persona 
will those lands be acquired. Those lands may be considered to be fallow 
and therefore the Government might ask those* lands. So, the Government 
must let us know what is at the^back of their mind. Power will be given 
to any body — to an officer or to* a collector — who will be in u position to 
SU 'n k t OI *l vdi * s f a ^ mv and bis word will be final and there 

will be no remedy against that order. A man may be growing vegetables 
in his lauds, i here are a number of plantations in almost all parts of Bengal. 

I lieie are lands on which bamboo trees are grow n. To a certain extent these 
are fallow lauds and they may be interpreted as waste lands because nothing 
of food-crops is grown thereon. In that view of the matter dt may be con- 
sidered as waste land but it is certainly not fallow because there are certain 
things which are grown there for which profits are taken by the owner and 
it cannot be equally considered as waste. So, Sir, I think that if the 
word “fallow’ is introduced in place of the word “Waste” it will clarify 
Hit* purpose to a certain extent and so I support this amendment. 

Mr. BIJOY SINGH NAHAR: I rise to support the amendment. It 
lias been rightly pointed out that the word “Waste” shorn! be substituted 
In the word “Fallow”. If you go into the definition til waste land, as has 
been given in the Bill vou will find that the word “fallow” is the right 
"ord and it should be there in place of “w T uste lands”. Sec the definition 
ot “Waste land”. “W’aste land” means any land which has been lying 
uncultivated since before the Gist day of January, 1947, and includes bene- 
fits to arise out of such land and things attached to the earth, but does 

include lands satisfying anyone of the five exceptions given under the 
definition of “waste land”, lands kept for industrial or building pur- 
poses, lands connected wuth the cultivation or manufacture of tea, etc., tfc., 
although they may not be actually kept for such purposes, and lands other 
than those exempted under the five categories will be acquired, whether 
they are waste or fallow or whereon are grown trees, etc. Government 
uieans to improve the condition of land by cultivation for the purpose of 
Krow more food, etc., etc., and want to acquire certain lands, as has been 
jaunted out. I ask why lands on which are CTowm some plantation or other 
produce is grown should come under the definition of waste lands and be 
acquired by Government? These are not really waste lands because there 
are forests on some lands, bamboo trees on others — may not be exactly food- 
crops — fruits on some others. From the definitions in the Bill if the Collec- 
tor intends or if a party in whom the Collector mav be interested wishes 
a useful land may be branded as a "waste land though in reality they may 
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not be waste lands. If you really meant it you would have included lands 
which yield certain other things which are grown on them, e.g ., bamboos, 
fruits, forests, etc., under the exemptions provided but we do not find away 
such thing in the Bill. Therefore the word “Waste” should be changed 
into “Fallow”. There is another probability and it is a fact. A land has 
been kept for purposes of cultivation but for some reason, say for the reason 
that the brothers are fighting with tfne another and are not united in the 
matter of putting it under cultivation till a settlement is arrived at amours' 
themselves regarding certain issues and this uncultivated period is the 
period fixed in the Bill or more than that will that land be considered as 
waste land and acquired, although as a matter of fact they are not waste 
lands. They are fallow lands, cultivable lands and the Government if it 
thinks that it suits their purposes they can acquire these lands and can 
bring them under the definition of “A^aste land”, lteally they may not 
be waste lands in the proper sense of the term. 

With these words I support the amendment that has been moved by 
my friend Biswanath Boy. 

Mr* BANKIM CHANDRA DUTTA: Sir, I support the amendment 
moved bv ray friend Mr. Biswanath Boy. Sir, the definition of waste land 
is “any land lying uncultivated since before the 31st day of January is a 
mischievous one as theh land remaining uncultivated may be so, for want of 
means, and not because the land is uncultivable, what Government should 
do is not to acquire lands which are lying uncultivated but should acquire 
lands which cannot he cultivated or are beyond cultivation. That should 
be a proper mutter for legislation. Instead of that, we should have to find 
out what is the meaning of the word “waste” and have got to go and seek 
the opinion of the Collector or any officer who has been specially authorised 
by the Provincial Government, or the person acting as the Collector; and we 
all know, Sir, what type of men they will be to whom we shall have to 
go in order to learn the meaning of tlie word “waste”. Probably it would 
depend upon the whim of a particular officer to call a land waste land or 
not ns he chooses. Instead of that in every legislation Government should 
see that there is no room for dispute about, the meaning of a particular 
word. No room should be left for doubt about any matter and I would 
suggest that in place of the word “waste” a better word would be substituted. 
I think the Hon’ble Minister certainly meant to acquire those lands only 
which the owners of the lands could not properly bring under cultivation. 
On the other hand, I think it is up to this Government, as Governments are 
doing in other provinces, to help owners of lands to bring into cultivation 
lands which could not be cultivated by them; v e know that the other day 
one Provincial Government, I may name it, namely, the United Provinces 
Government, have succeeded in bringing into cultivation 14,000 acres of 
cultivable land not by acquisition, but by helping the owners of the lands 
both with men and material. That is what every Government should do. 
Instead of doing that, they are coming forward to pass legislation which 
surely is capable of beiug construed in a w;iy that it is only to help a 
particular community that they are* doing it. and not for the real purpose 
of helping the general public of Bengal. I would therefore request the 
Hon’ble Minister to accept this amendment because otherwise it would lead 
to a number of conflicting interpretations and even if the Bill purports to be 
of any benefit to any people it would in effect take away all the benefits from 
the hands of the people of the country. 

With these words I support the^ amendment. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS:" Sir, may I add a few words in support 
of this amendment. Certainly it is not tne intention of Government to 
acquire cultivable land but lying uncultivated. But the word “waste” 
implies that Government may acquire even stony land — land which cannot 
be cultivated or cannot have any crop whatever. Is it the intention of 
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Government that they want to acquire land lying waste however uucultiv- 
able it may be? I do not think that is the intention of Government. If 
it is so, the word ‘‘waste” is not the appropriate word, and the word “fallow” 
is to be adopted as suggested by my friend Mr. Biswa Nath Roy in his 
amendment. For this reason I support it. 

Tha Hon'ble Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, the words ‘‘waste land” 
have been defined in the Act and it is very comprehensive and it bars out ail 
the objections that have been raised by the Opposition. 1 oppose the 
amendment. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that in sub-clause 
(/) of clause 1 of the Bill, for the word ‘‘Waste” in line ”, the word “Fallow * * 
be substituted. 


The motion was put and a Division taken with the following result: — 


AYE8 — 9. 


Mr. Lallt Chandra Das 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta 

Mr. Kamhni Kumar Dutta 

Ral Bahadur Brojandra Mohan Maitra 

Mr. Bijoy 8ingh Nahar 


Mr. Biron Roy 
Mr. Biawanath Roy 
Mr. Patiram Roy 
Mr. Charu Chandra 8anyal 


NOE8 — 21. 


Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud * 

Mr. Nur Ahmed 

Mr. 8adaruddin Ahmed • 

Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua 
Mr. Reajuddin Bhuiya 
Mr. Moazzem Hostain Chowdhury 
Khan Bahadur Abdul Latlf Chowdhury 
Mr. 8yed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury 
Mr. D. J. Cohen 
Mr. E. D. Doyne 
Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutta 


Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haque 
Mr. Q. J. K. Hook 

The Hon’ble Mr. Salyed Muazzamuddln 
Hosain 

Mr. Latafat Hoesaln 

Khan Sahib Mobarak All Khan 

Mr. 8yed Abdul Majid 

Mr. Abdul Rashid 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy 

Mr. Md. Tauftq 

Khan Sahib Moulvi Wahlduzzaman 


Mr. BI8WANATH ROY: I move that in sub-clause ( 2 ) of clause 1 of 
the Bill, for the words “the whole of Bengal” in line 1, the words “all the 
districts of Chittagong and Dacca Divisions and to the district of Rajshahi, 
Pabna, Bogra ana Rangpur” be substituted and all the words from 
“Calcutta” in line 1 to “and” in line 3 be deleted. 

Sir, I again insist that this amendment at least be accepted and I really 
feel that the Ministry should not by their brute majority insist that all the 
clauses should be taken up and accepted as they are, setting aside our very 
reasonable amendments. In all fairness they ought to give us a chance, at 
least to this side of the province to have our own areas to be developed in 
our own wav. We do not like, Sir, that Western Bengal should be inter- 
fered with by the Ministry in this wty. This sort of land acquisition is 
certainly not accepted by the majority of the people living in Western 
Bengal because we feel, Sir, that they are not justified in redistributing 
the lands by robbing Peter and giving them to Paul. In any case I feel, 
Sir, that this amendment should be accepted and the people of this side of 
the province should not forcibly be dispossessed of their lands, especially 
when a new province is going to be constituted and the new Government 
will have their .own schemes taken up. I therefore move that this be 
accepted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, Order. Amendment moved that in sub- 
clause ( 2 ) of clause 1 of the /Bill, for the words “the whole of Bengal” in 
line I, the words “all the districts of Chittagong and Dacca Divisions and 
to the districts of Rajshahi, Pabna, Bogra a nd Rangpur” be substituted 
and all the words from Calcutta in line 1 to “and” in line 3 be deleted. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I rise to support the amendment 
Of my friend, Mr. Biswanath Boy. Sir, if this amendment be accepted, 
then," Sir, sub-clause (2) of clause 1 will read as follows: “It extends to all 
the districts of Chittagong* and Dacca Divisions and to the districts of 
Kajshahi, Pabna, Bogra and Bangpur except any area constituted a muni- 
cipality under the provisions of the^Bengal Municipal Act, 1932. ” It is 
the attitude of the Opposition and it is the intention of the mover of this 
amendment to make the Government confine its power to acquire waste 
lands within certain Divisions and within certain districts. I believe that 
this may be acceptable to the Government in view of the fact that Govern- 
ment will not require all the lands at the same time. If thev can prove 
themselves successful by doing good work on the lands acquired from those 
aieas only mentioned in their amendment it may very well be that they will 
not find themselves in any difficulty in extending the provisions oi this 
Bill to other parts of Bengal at a future date provided at least they will 
continue to have jurisdiction over other parts at that future date which is 
doubtful at the moment as Bengal will be divided into two provinces. 
Knowing the facts as they are, when something is in the offing and when 
great changes are ahead there is absolutely no reason -why Government 
should prove obdurate or should prove so unreasonable as to persist in 
their attitude to acquire all the waste lands of Bengal. The month of May 
is a very important month and* startling events may in all probability 
happen and I think in the course of a fortnight the Minister will know' 
where they stand and wdiere we stand and it may very well be anticipated 
that the Hon’ble Minister will find all his love’s labour lost. So it would 
be rather advisable on the part of the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of the 
Bill to accept this amendment. With these words I« support the amend- 
ment moved by my friend Mr. Biswanath Boy. 

Mr. BlilOY 8INCH NAHAR: Sir, I rise to support the amendment, 
moved by Mr. Bisw'anatli Boy. This amendment wants to change the 
words “the whole of Bengal” into “all the districts of Chittagong and 
Dacca Divisions and to the districts of Buishahi, Pabna, Bogra and Bang- 
pur”, etc. Sir, the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge in a previous speech told 
us that he wanted to acquire land for certain purpose only as has been 
mentioned by him but he has not explained all the purposes that have been 
included in the definition of “public purpose”. Probably he felt shy to 
give them utterance although he has put them in writing. But he knows 
in his heart of hearts that he cannot face the argument in support of the 
line put forward in the definition and hence T would like to tell him if 
lie wants that afforestation of lands should begin, to begin with the districts 
and the places, he has definitely mentioned, namely, Bankura and Burdwan 
districts in Western Bengal only, as it seems that he is absolutely blind 
to the conditions in Eastern Bengal. He does not know what the Govern- 
ment. should do or should not do in those parts of Bengal. He is jealous 
only of one part of Bengal that he has mentioned and he wants to guard 
jealously the rights and privileges of the persons of those places where he 
wants to put this peculiar law iuto operation. If Government want that 
the operation of this clause should begin at once, let him try and begin 
these things in these districts as in his opinion thev have )?ot a large number 
of waste or fallow land and other problems anci begin to improve those 
places and help and be blessed by the people who would require all these 
benefits, though I am quite sure that the Minister or the Government, 
neither of them is willing to bring the Bill into operation in those place# 
because they know iu their heart <jf hearts that the people of those place# 
are opposed to their Bill, this unwelcome Bill. If Government really want 
to improve agricultural condition or other conditions if they want that, 
it could have easily started various things to ‘help the owners of the lands 
to cultivate their lauds, by propaganda for afforestation of lands which, is 
always a paying business to anv landlord in any place. Afforestation is 
more paying than rent-paving places. The owners of lands would be very 
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API HWICTl TO7T TO A TORT <1^! TO1 ST ?T TO CTWTR, 

•V IS^ RFE ? WJR «Ctf*I ?TOT, R Kfa 5TTOTO RETOT TO KTR OT^TO TO'fR’fc a«R 
waste land «Tr«nT to OT*I TOff TO, JTO RfcT TOtoto nr? RTC&* Wff 

•4PTK TO ?Tt TO TO amendments TO TOR — “ all the districts of Chittagong 
and Dacca Divisions and to the districts of Rajshahi, Pabna, Bogra and 
JEtangpur" — 3$ JR C3TO? R\5T RTR, S^TO, CERT? el5( SIR 

etTRi gcfro ??rtc$ froro crre to ?r*i a* jr to® $f? wr sf? ptr* 

RCTOT TO «flPF « TO CTO RTS????? TO TO ?T TO CTTO FT*tJ? Sftf 

«fa TO CTO *(TC?l TORT nf*5R TOT TOffcTO? WTOT? TO, UTR5 RRTTOT? TO, 
Wfapfr R$*R TO ITT TO? R^T C?& *PTO $fK *(1TO RTRI TO: StfTO RPUTT ?T 
fro, R 5TTO TOT R*t RTR, Sffc TOR B? TOR <Wr TO toR, TOTOK6 ?fa CTO 
nfTO Bfa «CTCR, 5TTO TO eifaljai <3$ TOCR RTTO SR STO TO CTOFl ?f? CT TO 

H topi TO*fRto nr? s^tTr n^T?; tot* to to ^ tot? to r i tort a* to 

a “whole of Bengal” TO TOR CR TO&T $C? to TOT? fTOTO TO RPR R 

amendment TOR? TOl gt?n TO CTO W Rif? S^ amendment Rltl 


Mr. PRE8IDENT. The Hon’ble Minister. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I oppose. 

(Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta rose to speak) 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I have already called thf Hon’ble Minister to 
reply. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DUTTA: But, Sir, I succeeded in catching 
your eye. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I oppose the amendment. 

PR E8I DENT: The question before the House is that iu sub-clause 
{ 2 ) of clause 1 of the Bill, for the words “the whole of Bengal” in line 1, 
the words “all the districts of Chittagong and Dacca Divisions and to the 
districts of Rajshahi, Pabna, Bogra and Rangpur” be substituted and all 
the words from “Calcutta” iu line 1 to “and” in line 3 be deleted. 


The motion was put and a Division taken with the following result :- 

AYES— 11. 


Mr. Lallt Chandra Das 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta 

Mr. Kamlnl Kumar Dutta 

Hal Bahadur Brojsndn Mohan Maitra 

Hal Bahadur Jogsndn Nath Ray 

Mr. BIjoy Singh Nahar 


Mr. Biran Roy 
Mr. Biswanath Roy 
Mr. Patiram Roy 

Mr. Birendra Kishoro Roy Chowdhury 
Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal 
Mr. Satish Chandra San 


NOES— 24. 


Mr. Abdulla-ahMahmud 

Mr. Nur Ahmad 

Mr. Sultanuddtn Ahmad 

Mr. Syad Babrudduja 

Ral Bahadur Dhirandra Lai Barua 

Mr. Moauam Horn In Choudhury 

Mr* Hamldul Huq Chowdhury 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdllbry 

Mr. Syad Fails Rabbi Chowdhury - 

Mr. Yuauf All Chowdhury 

Mr. D. 4 . Cohan 

Mr, E. 0. Doyna 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Bhahoodul Htqua 


Mr. G. J. K. Hook 

Tho Hon'bl# Khan Bahadur Saiyad 
Muazzamuddin Hoaaln 
Mr. Latafat Hussain 
Khan Bahib Mobarak All Khan 
Mr. Syad Abdul Majid 
Tba Ha a ’kit Mr. Tank Nath Mukharjaa 
Khan Bahadur Mukhlatur Rahman 
Mr. Abdur Rashid 
Mr. Amuiyadhona Roy 
Khan Baftlb Mautvl WahMuuaman 
Haji Md. Yusuf 


Ayes being 12 and the Noes 24 the motion was lost. 



ADJOURNMENT. 


Mr. BIJOY 8INCH NAHAR: I be# to move that in sub-clause (2) 

be ksertd, namely :-’ " * ord in liue following 

"Burdwan and Presidency Divisions and” 

It I f that Tt it 7‘ 11 r ?J -. I( ' >xten ' ,s 1,1 the whole of Bengal except 
Burdwan and 1 residency Divisions and Calcutta as defined in clause (11) 
of section J ot the Calcutta Municipal Act, UlSt, etc. Sir 1 have nut 
this amendment to exclude the Buidwin. and Presidency Division from the 
operation of the Bill, because in Burdwaii and Presidency Divisions the 

tbTfn fc reR l» f L, ‘ " ''7,'"' ' """‘"■'"•ies. Muslims, non-Muslims, show 
that in these two divisions there are a large percentage of non-Muslims and 
non-Muslims are more than the number of Muslims. At (he present moment 

iLffwfc ' l ~- “v «* '■* 

»m"U"" >ENT! 1 “ r ™»8 tk. .™. 

..KiJ.'.r " ,h * ri )i “ v - - 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am only reminding you to be on your guard. 

Mr. BUOY SINCH NAHAR: All right. Sir. thank you. I am using 
some old arguments as well as new arguments as amendments differ. 

v Tlle I* eo P 1 J* "f those divisions’ of which non-Muslims are in a majority, 
have opened their mi.jils and what we find from different press reports and 
in i. tings of different associations, and ot Bar Libraries, is thut they do not 
want a communal government in fins country, for they know that, it will 

nractiVnll 5 f n ’ R "J ,* lu '" 1 r l li ,s Mill wants to take away' the lands of owners 
practically for nothing lhe cmii]iensation that has been suggested is only 
cn rupees per acre, that mentis rupees three am! some odd utmas for a 
f V, Sir ’i> Ilol .7' can imagine even tor a moment that in the Burdwan 
»r in the J resuleiicx Division any land an vw here whether waste land 
>r tallow land or river land or any sort of land for the matter of that, can 
ever be purchased at three rupees and some odd annus per bioha — nobodv 
ean imagine that and yet Government want— * 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order irder. You may continue your speech to- 
morrow, (Mr. Nahar. 

The House now stands adjourned till 1-30 p.m. tomorrow. 


Adjournment. 

1947 k 6 Council tlieu a(1 i ourue(J till l-W p.m. on Tuesday the 6th May, 
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Mtmtav abtent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 5th 
May, 1947 : — 

(1 ) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

(2) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Chowdhury. 

(3) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury. 

(6) Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

((i) Mr. Hememlra Kumar Has. 

(7) Alhaj Yar Ali Khan. 

(8) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Pazal Ellahi. 

(9) The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Uofran. 

(10) Mr Mungturain Jaipuria. 

(11) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan. 

(12) Mr. Satish Chandra Jana. 

(13) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(14) Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

(15) Mr. Nagendra Nath Moholanabish. 

(l(i) Mr. George Morgan, c.r.E. i 

(17) Mr. A. Mcl/aren. 

(18) Khan Bahadur Ghyashuddin Pathan. 

(19) Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray. 

(20) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 
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First Session, 1947— No. 39. 


Tile Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the (Jtli May, 1947, at 1-40 p.m., being the 39th 
day of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section (>2(2) (a) of the 
Government of India Act, 1945. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Pn.vsvn Boy, k.c.t.k.) was in 
the Chair. 

# 

Scarcity of rice in certain Districts. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. 1 understand the Chief Minister will not be able 
to be present here. So his question is held over. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of information, Sir. Muy 
I, through you, draw the attention of the Government to one very important 
lact. It is this that Bengal is on the verge of famine. The price of rice 
in Barisal has run up to Bs. 25 per inaund and same is the case with Dacca 
Karidpm *nd Xoakhali. Great scarcity is prevailing there and there is a 
^reat danger of famine. We hear that stocks in the Government godowns are 
\ery short and they ar^ practically empty. AVe should like to know whether 
it is a fact. This, Sir, is a very serious thing and we cannot gloss over 
the matter. These four districts, Barisal, Dacca, Faridpur and Noakhali 
have been very much affected. We want Government to make a statement 
to reassure the position whether they are short of rice, whether Government 
are in a position to rush rice to the distressed areas. These are facts oil 
which the public will be glad to be informed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: lfonble Leader of the House, 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYEO MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Sir, we are 

ni the position in which we were this time last year and from last year's 
Inures we could see that there is a definite tendency of price going down 
and the position is improving. Government have as much stock as they 
bad last year and w*e ho[>e procurement will lie still better from now . 
This niuclh I can say. It is not correct to say that Government goduwn 
aie all empty. Procurement is quite satisfactory during the last, month 
oi two and it is hoped that the situation will he properly tackled. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: What steps are being taken by Govern- 
ment? In order to give relief to these districts what steps Government are 
taking and whether the price is Jts. per inaund in these places and 
whether poorer sections of the people can purchase rice at that high price? 
These are things which Government should take into consideration imme- 
diately and immediate steps should be taken to tackle the situation. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. 8AIYED MUZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: The tendency 

lust week shows the price to go down. Though in certain areas the price 
is Bs. 25 and 26 per maund they now show signs of going down and the 
position is now better. 

Well, people are purchasing rice even now. Of course, I fully realised 
that high price is very detrimental to the interest of the common people. ' 
Government is doing everything possible. They are rushing stock# which 
they have procured to the deficit areas. * 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Do you admit that there is scarcity in 
these areas? 

$4 
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TIm HonUM Mr. BAIYED ifUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: No, but 

when the price u so high there must be some hardship ‘but the pinch of scar- 
city is not so much as to receive any special consideration. 

TIm Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now, Mr. Nahar will speak on the Acquisition of 
Waste Land Bill. Yes, Mr. Nahaj. 

Mr, BUOY SINCH NAHAR: Sir, as I was pointing out yesterday, 
this Burdwan Division is composed of people who comprises the majority 
in these districts and they do not like that such an Act should be thrust 
upon them. 

The next point is that Government wants to take out their lands prac- 
tically without anything, as has been mentioned, the Government wants to 
give about Rs. 10 an acre. That is also a dangerous point that you want 
to take out lands at such a cheap price. It is rather robbing Peter to pay 
Paul. 

Mr. Fazlur Rahman has pointed out that they want these lands in 
Bankura and Birbhum to be afforested. May I know what they were doing 
all these 10 years. Were they sleeping for the last 10 years ? This 
Ministry was in power for all this time and they did not do anything. 
They did not act. They did not even try to improve the condition of these 
places for which they are so passionately .feeling now. I would say at the 
fag end of their career they are going to do this mischief, really they do 
not want to improve the lands but they want to bring more mischief to the 
lands, to bring more distress to the people. They feel that this should 
be done or that should be done. They have no scheme. If they had the 
good intention in their heart of hearts they would bring in some schemes — 
some definite schemes on which we could give our suggestions. They have 
brought this Bill only to teach us a lesson. The Minister in charge did 
not point out clearly whut lie was going to do with these waste lands. He 
merely said that be was going to take these lands lor afforestation. He 
accuses the Opposition for standing in the way of his acquiring these lands. 
But unless we know definitely for what purpose they want it how can we 
allow him to acquire these lands. His is a cry in the wilderness, for he 
does not feel any inclination to improve these lauds. Only they want to 
do some mischief and nothing else. I do not understand why they cannot 
acquire lands in the East Bengal. Let them show that they w r ant to do real 
good to the people. Let them acquire the waste landsi of East Bengal 
and improve them. No one would grudge their taking lands in the Ea»t 
Bengal. But why do you come to West Bengal to acquire these landsi 
T T p till now we have not seen any good, any good thing that has been done 
by the Ministry or the party to which the Ministry belongs for the last ten 
years. You have only thought and thought, or rather you have only 'tried 
to mince matters. (The Iion’ble Saiyijd Muzzamuddin Hcsain: What 
about the Money-Lenders Bill?) You have not done anything definite. 
(The Hon'ble Saiyed Muazzamtjddin Hosain: What about the Tenancy 
Bill?) So I would say that if you want to work the Bill, you should accept 
our proposal and try your schemes in certain parts anil show that you 
really want to improve the lands. In that case there will be no difficulty. 
I would say that this is not the time to bring such bills; the time is rather 
bad. We on this side of the House do not feel confidence in you: neither 
do you feel any confidence in this side of the House. The whole of Bengal 
jjSs feeling contradictory things in their heart of hearts. Two communities 
^are already fighting with each other and we do not feel that we should 
work or you should work or anybody should work in the proper line. Bo 
Sir, I would say that this is nof the time when you should bring forward 
or introduce such bills which will create more misunderstanding and then 
more ill-feeling and more fighting. Sir, I am sure nobody in this House, 
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sillier the j|i»isteriaL bench or the Opposition would like to have more dis- 
turbances cheated in Ihe State. So it would be better if my amendment 
accepted. This would really help the matter and would also prove your 
sincerity, tint you are not bent upon doing mischief in Western Bengal 
or in tie divisions of Burdwau or Presidency hut that you really want to 
improve the whole of Bengal. Sir, I would appeal to the Minister in 
/ liarge not to play with fire, not to show by mere words that he feels for 
Bengal, that be is equally interested in all lands and this thing and that 
hut they should come forward with real propositions. Further P would 
like to say this that you know that this Bill cannot come into operation tery 
quickly. As it stands at present and the amendments stand as they are, it 
will take some time to pass this Bill in this House. Further you have to 
carry it to the Lower House where you also know and we also know that it 
vuu/t have an easy passage and so to get this bill passed i^ will take a 
long time (The Hon’ble Saiyed Mvazzamiddin Husain: if you obstruct it 
of course). We will obstruct it and we mean to obstruct it. So this wum’t 
come into operation very soon and even if it be passed you should take some 
time to make out your schemes and other things before acquiring the lands 
and this will not take less than a year and within a year surely there will 
be great changes and no such laws will be necessary especially for this 
part of Bengal. And so when you know that >ou cannot bring into ope- 
ration this law' before one year at least in any manner you please, even 
il you want to hum' it through you can't bring this bill into operutiou 
within one year. It is absolutely certain and when you know this w r hy 
ate you hurrying it through. One argument put forward b\ the TI on’ble 
Minister was that the*Bill for the acquisition of the zeminduri would not 
come into operation very soon. Sir, 1 do not know whether the zeminduri 
acquisition bill will come into being or not (The Hon'ble Sviykii Moazzam- 
i ddiu Hosain: It will take lb years to complete acquisition of the zemin- 
li.ii i ). The Hon’ble Leader of the House says that it will take lb years 
tor that bill to come into operation. Why should it take lb years? 

It you w^ant to take the zemindaris you take them now and don’t take 
land laws part by part and create more mischief and more trouble iu the ✓ 

■ mintrv. Now, &ir. I would plead that the Burdwau .and the Presidency 
Divisions should not be made a party to this thing. Let them try this Bill 
m other Divisions. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Amendment moved that sub-clause (J. of clause 1 
ot the Bill, after the word “except” in line 1, the following be inserted, 
namely : — 

“Burdwau and Presidency Division.* and” 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: T rise to oppose the 
amendment. It has been said by the honourable mover of the amendment 
that the Muslim League Ministry did not care to do anything for acquiring 
waste Hands during these ten years *of their existence. But. Sir, he should 
i cm ember that the Muslim League Ministry lias never been us secure as it 
i* now, as it had always to depend upon many other factors, specially the 
Kuropean group. (Mr. Lamt Chandra I) vs : The Ministry is most insecure 
now). Sir, the Ministry is now iu a position to get on with real amelio- 
rative measures which are likely to help the masses and the down-trodden. 

Sir, the honourable members opposite have been putting forward such 
absurd arguments in support of their amendments to this Bill that they caller 
for no reply. Only a few of them that required any reply have Wen replied ^ 
to by the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill. But our friends still 
persist that a crushing reply should be given to their arguments and I 
have come prepared today to give such a reply. Sir, it is stated by the 
Opposition members that" the Muslim League Ministry wants to acquire 
the waste lands of Bengal at a nominal price for settling them with the 
Behari Muslim refugees and as west Bengal is as a matter of fact going 
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to be carved ^f>ut into a separate province should W excluded from th 
purview of this Bill. They also argue that there /Jte similar provision 
for acquisition of waste lands in the State Acquisition Bill and yet till 
Bill is being rushed through for forestalling the impending partition. 


At the very outset, Sir, I may say what has been repeatedly said by tin 
Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Bill, that only one of the several object 
of the Bill is to secure lands for settlement with uneconomic holders witl 
landless cultivators residing in Bengal. Our friends however will not b< 
satisfied with the reply as long as they continue to suffer from the disea.M 
of Bihar-phobia. The honourable members argue that the Bill is beiu« 
rushed through for settling lands with the Biharis and at the same tiim 
they make no secret of the fact that they expect orders of partition wit hi 1 
a few weeks. ^ If the partition of Bengal actually materialises the new 
province of West Bengal will be under a Hindu Ministry and it will lu 
fully competent to deal with the waste lands just a* it likes. The Ad 
will merely give them powers to acquire such lands and it will be foi 
them to exercise the powers or not. It is not therefore understood lnw 
the passage of the Bill will in any way affect the Hindu interest of we> 
Bengal' The real object of our friends opposite in obstructing the passage 
of the Bill is due to the fact that it encroaches on the vested interests of tin 
landed aristocracy. Although they profess to be t lie friends of the masses, 
yet the very fact that they do not want this Bill to be enforced in wo*t 
Bengal is a clear indication of the side for which their sympathies \iv. 
The honourable members do not like that even waste lands which have been 
k> lying waste for years in spite of pressure of population on land and tin 
if food shortage, should not be acquired with a view to reclaiming them am! 
utilizing them for the benefit of the countr\ and its down-trodden ma^s, 
only because it will affect the prestige of the landed aristrocracy . The\ 
do not waut any improvement in the economic condition of the^ country 
or its poorer classes at the cost of the vested interests. Although they arc 
ostensibly the sympathisers of the poor, really they are the true friend> of 
the vested interests and that is why they are following an obstructive polic\ 
in connection with this Bill. If the Bill i> passed, the\ apprehend it will 
be difficult for them to establish a caste Hindu oligarchy in Wot Bengal, 
as there will be demand from the poorer classes for >tatc acquisition of 
waste lands for settlement with uneonomic holders and landless agricul- 
turists after reclamation. The demand will be irresistible and the dream 
of ft caste Hindu oligarchy in We<t Bengal will not be realised. Sir, the 
cat is out of the hag and however much my friends opposite may tr\ to 
conceal the real motive, the amendments tabled by themselves reveal it ' 

One of the opposition members has stated that be suspects that the waste 
lands arc being acquired in a hurry to prevent landlords getting the benefit 
of improvement from development schemes like those of Damodar and Moor 
schemes in West Bengal. This also. Sir, reveals undue solicitation for 
landlords’ interests. I do not s«e why the unearned income from such 
improvements should go to the landlords. It should certainly go to the 
State and so it will be only meet and proper to prevent unearned income 
going to the owners of lands. 


The Muslim League Ministry stands for helping the mass and the down- 
trodden irrespective of caste and creed, and it is eager that not a dav should 
be lost in enacting measures which will benefit the mass and help "the eco- 
nomic development of the country. It will be criminal at this critical time 
to allow reclaimable waste lands to lie waste. It would not be unfair 
even to expropriate such land and to acquire them without compensation for 
the benefit of the country and Its people, hut because of section 299 of the 
Government of India Act, we have to give the landlords some compensation 
though they deserve nothing. They have no right to possess lands Which 
they cannot utilise specially when there is possibility of their being use- 
fully employed. ® 
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I bope, t$ir, I have given my friends opposite a crushing reply to their 
arguments and they will not kill thertime of the Housfc by putting Ap, 
ward the same absurd arguments ad nauseam. With thes$*words I oppoee 
the ^mendsient. y „ 

Mr. LALiT CHAWJRA DAS: Sir, I support the amendment which 
has been moved by my friend Mr. Nahar. The Leader of the House rising 
in opposition to this amendment has said before this House that the Muslim 
League never felt themselves more secure than now. I cannot congratu- 
late my friend on his intelligence with regard to this particular point. It 
is known to everybody that if at any time the Muslim League Government 
was insecure it is now, for there is the rebel Muslim League group of 80 mem- 
bers working for its downfall. Indeed everything bodes for its downfall. 
This is in reply to his point number one. In respect of his point number 
two, namely settling the waste lands with the landless people and not # with 
the Behari refugees, 1 may say that while replying to my motion for the 
circulation of the Bill for eliciting public opinion the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge Mr. Fazlur Rahman stated that under certain •circumstances 
things may so turn out that they would have to settle the lands with the 
Bihar refugees. He had the honesty to say that circumstances may so turn 
out that Behar refugees may have to be settled in those lauds. So after 
what has been said by the Hon’ble Minister in charge himself we cannot 
accept the statement of the Leader of the House. Reulh it is a matter 
of great suspicion that the lands are going to be hurriedly acquired at a 
nominal cost, practically for a song, with a view to settling them with 
Behar refugees. The Leader of the House stated that if tin* imrtition of 
Bengal actually takes place th$ new province of West Bengal would be 
under the Hjudu Ministry and they would he in a position to utilise the 
waste lands just as they like, but before power G taken by the Ministry 
of the new' province if the laud is actually settled what would the Hindfr 
Ministry say to the settlers and why should there he a loophole for creat- 
ing trouble with them? So, I say that the argument that when the Hindu 
Ministry comes they will be benefited by this Bill is also very illusory, 
indeed totally wrong. 

Sir, there is another stand point why this amendment should lie accept- 
ed. This amendment urges that so far as the application of this Bill is 
concerned, the Burdwan and Presidency Divisions should he left out. AVe 
are standing in a peculiar position. AVe come from Last Bengal and after 
the sad events in Noakhali and Tippera, we can ask for partition at our 
peril. This is a communal Ministry and if the Hindu residents of the 
Last Bengal have to come out of the Last Bengal there must he some lands 
to fall back upon and this AVest Bengal is our spring board. Their idea 
is to acquire these waste lands at Rs. 10 an acre. Now, Sir, in the Presi- 
dency and Burdw'itn Divisions there are some irrigation schemes ahead. 
The lands in these places will be certainly very very valuable after those 
schemes have been put into operation. Therefore their intention is to grab 
these lands so that they may make a good profit out of this. Sir, it is 
the duty of the legislators to scrutinise the actions of Government. They 
should not be free to do anything*and Everything. The legislators are here 
to see that no power is given to the Government more than is actually 
required. Have the Government satisfied us by their past conduct? Their 
past conduct is not so good. Do they want to acquire all these 80 lakhs 
acres of lands? Let them clearly sav how much land they want to acquire. 
They should not claim to acquire tbe whole waste lands of Bengal unless 
they have an ulterior motive, a sinister motive behind their mind. It is 
after all a communal Government. It is uot a national Government. Had 
if been a national Government we could have understood the gesture. Th# 
Leader of the House has already given out his mind that they wanted to 
take the whole lands practically without any price but they have given some 
price only to evade the provision of section 299 of the Government of India 
Act. It is communalising the whole waste lands of Bengal. They should 



not apply their Brute majority of yjptes in the House to take away the«e 
HftuA lands. They should leave out these two Divisions, With these 
wiffdl, Sir, I support the*motion of Mr. Bijov Singh Nahar. 

Mr. PATIRAM ROY: ktoT? TOmfo mm, fast* 

TOR VTOTO W amendment^ move 4OTR, BITfR C*ti>T 43fai a£ fac tot 
« rr$yr csifaiyfar a?t f4ft(*tC4 c^wtoi <3$ spyi4 ®h5to i 

to? a* faro w to toto? w?y nfyy sfa wroc ay ynyryifa 4 to« faro ctr 
wm sot i eft fa* to toto tocr tor* aw wi? a* yr$TyTfa to cto to^ti 
ft Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Billa? Select Committee* 
«nfa iwro faroi ottos crofa-^at&T ot OT«5Ttq^T — to ST^rorfa ato to *fro 
ot*t m yy* w*n cro cw a* faW to to trots to? 1? jrat wrro? aro 
ty touts «roi toctoj wft vspto? a$ to c*ft to cro otIti 4ft ayfrr fay 
to 4414 $a? ^rtai4 yw yy cyu4? Tv®*? 4 set i ^rn*t 4?tto c*tcu, af 

«nte? rrar ctot? tow y*ro? <t?fR?yTO yrero fay$r to c^e?rr ft fy y^r 
to$? aro ?w ctor fay to 4?rc ffy thrift a$yro to fro aro? tout? ro? fro, to 
trot to 44H cy i to? a<it< cvyft a4 fay ant 4?icy trot cw fa ay yfant R ^i 
trotyl a* touto? fro? tor: w — s?y ?t a$ fay to tor yurro 

W3% 3415 1 K^RfaHfaf fafay TOR I a*UtH «(t*iC4 TOR4 ?4V fa(34 VC*Mtf fH4' N t^fatltW I 
f^J *U*W"1? HSH TOTH? 34 4VT? TO?faT? 414 TO C? *TT, “T<$(VI fafa$$*t” TOfa 
WTOT ^IT, TOfa 35T fro CTOT? iSRTOT?l e T? 4I& 4TOT, nfa& &HHI?T<c fc 14 t|7S?T 

•RH TORT 4’TO ^ynfa TOT 44V SR ^ ^ 4UT1 faRJ 3? fTOR ypyR^T TOTOTO TOTT 
«#*T fro TOUT? TO W — ro ?T TO^ TOTO C4fTO0fa *RTOrt? TOT faPTO: 3$ fTO? 

V’al vrom vtot tot a^Jr yTO4 tow m frost t^r **ot 
fasrra w* t^r fror«(to cro to to w toi v^d srtto w ro yr 
4?ty yrtvR fa^ ro fayrra a^ w tow to y*r? tor ro afy fatto cro 

WRM TO^T TOTO 5Tl«T TOTO4 fTO R TOTRR CTOtf, TOfR 

•tfaTOVT 4TO 3RT TOTO4 •(t^ TOMTIV4 Shi 3 1C* a^T faff” 

rpr row; yTty a 4 to Ryft to w ro a5 tro a«ro5 sdroyr yro a^ fro? 
yiTRrpy v*y1 vroro? toto { v* yfa^rty? a^ ro’a t4>ta tRn ?*croi nf*rr toto 
ro jtfyr srfyr fw <r *(^4 aero nto ?’t? yw at w fayro? ro~ 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: May I Sir, draw your atten- 
tion to the irrelevancy of Mr. Patirain Roy's speech. 

Mr. PRESIDENT." I think the Hon’ble the Leader of the House set 
a bad example by speaking on general politics a little while ago and under 
the circumstances 1 have to allow the Opposition also to speak very gene- 
rally. I even thought as much that the Hon’ble the Leader of the House 
was going astray at one stage. * r 

Tht Hon*bl« SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: I did not 

go astray. The Opposition sooke why Western Bengal should be excluded 
From the operation of this Bill and my observations were iu reply to that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid you 8|>oke on general politics. 

Tht Hon’blt 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 1 did not 

think I did so. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: You did*- so, Mr. Muazzamuddin Hosaiu, You 
spoke on general politics and so* it is very difficult for me to restrain the 
Opposition from speaking on general politics. I regret it. 



,947.] WASTE LAND ACQUISITION' BILL. Ul 

4'- *■ > 

I would just suggest both to the Government and to the Opposition; to 
avoid this gWSeral discussion because we have already passed that stage *nnd 
the Opposition should confine themselves to the sjfecinc motion before the 
Hou^ hecalUte the amendments have been tamed by the Opposition. So 
they should try to support their party amendments if they can by advanc- 
ing only relevant arguments and Government if they want to oppose these 
amendments should also be equally relevant in their observations. So, Mr. 
Roy. I would ask you not to emulate the Hon'ble the Leader of the House 
in this matter. 

Mr. BAH KIM CHANDRA DUTTA: We have got to follow the Leader 
J the House, Sir. 

Mr. PATIRAM ROY : w tot Try srcarr sr*!? 

m cafntFfM f?ro r ufaR? ckTr — r5t to to strrti at 

6 csfarofR — avrc? src«rrr tost to* R*ft i roRR $ rafrof^t 

iWW R? ?R R3?T SR Sit? FTt ?*ff I a«R RRt CFRCFfR 3 *<VR ftFTTR? 

IT^rcrfqr acquire TO at f?TO r*{R TOF. TOT faWrfFF « ?r wfarcr, 

ttr? ctor ?fro R«?rr to a?t totr? ^ R*t1 jtto «rc to rfzi nf®T w f*t to 

to f*r «rrsr totr r ®rror *?r to, at *rf*5v ?k*t? a*nr ?3 Rt error *?r to i f*r 

?it'0 R*fT VTR at ?T RR RTR M^TT ?K*t< OlR f*ITf ” HltW 

5"RR 1 at 4* (ft ^ Oi^lOlfy TOT RTO 5RT TOT at f?* •TPT *W? SRT aC 
*<rr jtoi a rn$T at FnjR^rr? to( rr <TO*t strtf ^ttr ?t i FTt ®nf? wTs rovr*f 
e rafntisfM twiR at fro? errscT rr ?r r$?t ?$*i 

tot? w to s tsfrofa fwt tot Sto 3 rf a?r 

FIR ??; scheme 3 project pending ®ITR I oltl^l *F**T^T scheme 3 
5FTRf *rf? c TF *?R TO, TO* ?TO TO* *F*’T^* TO 3 TO TOR a* a W?$ TO*fl> 
4TT5T TO R3?T TORI ?7&FF R?^T ®rrfa *TO mf? TOTR< R*T? Bhairab Scheme 
ft? CSR TOF TOF at scheme a TO TO I R?? ^ TOT ?T VTVT? ^ 
JiTTRT ?*; ft? RR VftfF «HR I «W f’TOTW a?* R fTOTTO $RT at schemeR 
*TRf ^3RtT TO Rt scheme TOtWt TO TO CWR? 

grfu ^ <TT FRRR TO 5TR — «tf^ FR 3 ^TTO RRT 5”R I 

TO 9 !? V^SRT RTO H*ia5r*TT scheme— at ^TO TO TORI ®nT*l 

at RTR TO 00 TOR fW Srfy ^ TO RR nfw ®FR I aTO RRTR TOT RCt> W 
^RP TTO Vtro T ?’RI TO ^PltTr R. TOR TO? CW ?TR RRTR Rt oo TOT? ftUT 

to sro tor i • at f?®T rr a?r caTMe-Af'H f?TOR to Jhc? toto srt 
to at fro? toft? aR n?^rr R?^r nt?ro?T ^?r 5fwi R scheme a? 

w ?er a^ ?ro nf?w v?r? to r n? «f? nrrt nfw totr r jr ®ft? waste 
And a? definition a? TOT ?TR ^ RM^si acquire I1W 

TOff TOT? =TT 1 ?ft R?"t V?T 5? FT’t’R «AU? TO ?? f?R? RR VtF ?*R ?T a?t 
?^TO Cabineta? TO RR VTW V?T rR ?T, ^ f?FTR? 5t^F S^RT? 

?qrr ?t? i at jrrc to avft f??? fro? arol? i Housea? to aw tor 

3 cafTOf*^ f<F T c^ ? f<c*r^R at <\t f?FTR? afvt atR? te^wja? s?R tottt 

?*R ?*r? TOUTi ?«^? ?TR ?*T? R*R ?F SrfTO FT? TOR V?T ?? R pf*Wj5T TO*® 
W? m FTR? RTWH FTR FF Pf? RR TOC*tt TO RCF *tTF? ?Tl arf? ?TOT 
<^f?r nfFF to TO aroro srt— TO tWT ror to? ?t Fit nfFF toi 

R 5ff» R je i? TO n? R*R R5?T? 5RT ??: to TO SRTOT?n TO??; SRT? 

TOR faRR TO TORI at TO TO TO R*R R6?T? SRT W? TOT R? 

CXfMtiS fFt? TOT Revenue Minister ftR? TOT fFt?3 ??; R , 5T VT? aRffTOTl 
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jtto ctof faf? cic? toi? ?? ?*r? 3*?1? TOf pwtr full atop for *r? 

*r? a* to «ro? ??f?, c? ?fw •&$ siiyi w?rh fw?( *fto ^ 
srcw nrc? =cr 1 c^wrc^c 3m ?r era tot tos tot toc 1 to ?fa & fa?frr np 
TO? TO *rert 3TO? ftlTO 4W? Collector f??^ TO? 43t fof? IW TOJWR < 
»m Hf? waste land, TO! 5TTO & ?TO ®fa fa?T TOT? WtW?3 TO TOT 
<Q3t ?fa Uctot 3R<? c? iTitt c^r? far?? $r? Thc?h 5t*?*cit < 3 $ bo ?*t 

TO acre fro TOT? 3TOTTO 3TO ?35 3T Ooo &TTO to CTO *TfC3 

TO ?fa TO* •rfSU afro waste land TOT 3? OT’?’CB[ TOfa TO? fat; C?fcl $r 
«nfa 3fa TOTSTfa TO TO? at $fal % fa waste land fro? TOST? ?T ac? fai 

A?? ro?r tlfa att ?*a1 ttro fro - TOtrol TO5 to t? att & bFhmJir 

TO5 to *m t? i $5 fa? $?? froct to n?F to? ?r t? to? i at h^w? «qaj?r 
at?? ?*t?to" 1 wffaft to5t to? <toTO ?t?«n 5 $ 3 ^; i to$ c? 8f??;fa to tor? 

C3TMT TO^ TO1? TO CF$T $?^U TOTO WfaR&fa? ® TOfa? f?TOC* at fTO? TO5T 
aC? 0HTO33 afK?;fal acquire TOITO TOfa ?TTO ?T) at TOP? a?* 

to® «wmfro rc? ?r c? TOfar? « cafrofat faro? trol? to fat; to toi a 
Housea C3?fa aw? fa?;® TO? ?T C? Bengal Land Acquisition Bill TO ?? 
?5>$ 1 ??? aw? fa?;® 5TPt ?r 53? <iwu r? ®k*i — 

^ Mr. AMULYADHAN ROY : ?T aJl 35T ??l 

Mr. PATIRAM ROY: Mr. Roy tw ?jaT fa?; ??l W5fl 
toto c? BRPt fa?^ ?m aft* c? to to far? *?r to fro? toto ?c?t ac? fat; fa 
,,jg3?^tr 3?T tvfa 1 5T33C? TO faC3? ?C?T TOTT ttfa I at TOTF? ®U V (T'S a?^ STOT? 

at W 3fa?T «nt? SfalU ?ItTC?? amendment TO;*f TOf? ?^T5fa TOT 
TO? St? TOfal 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DUTTA. Sir, it is unfortunate that on th 
last occasion when I stood up, although I tried to catch your eyes, I wa 
not given an opportunity to speak. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right you may speak now. 

Ml*. BANKIM CHANDRA DUTTA: Thank you, Sir I would m 
have at all risen, because so far as this amendment is concerned, the pos 
tion has been very ably explained by Mr. Roy. But in view of the fat 
that the Leader of the IIouBe took upon himself the responsibility of mal 
ing statement here as regards the old policy of the League (iovernmec 
and the present position of the League Government, it has prompted m 
to say a few words in reply. Probably the Hon’ble Minister can recognis 
some of us here who have Wen here since the very inception of the preset 
•ystem under 1936 Act and if my friend says now that the old Ministr 
was insecure I am sorry to say that he is not doing himself justice. Th 
vejpy fact that in the old ministry they depended on others would show the 
they were more representative and popular at that time. They were moi 
secure then. (The Hon’ble Mr. Saiyed Muuzzamuddin Hosain : No, w 
were not secure then. We had to depend on others and so we could m 
carry out any ameliorative measures for the good of the people). Th 
Ministry did not at that time incur the odium .which you are incurring no* 
Though you are feeling that you are very much secure, it is practically a 
opeu secret now that even amongst yourselves there is going to be a chang 

S The Hon’ble Mr. Saived MuaMamuddin Hosain: That is quite natural 
f that is quite natural, then for Heaven’s sake do not *Ry that your posi 
tion ie more secure now than before. Mv honourable friend has made ai 
allegation that we are opposing this Bill to establish a Caste Hindu oli 

f amily, I refute that statement. The Hon'ble Minister could not shu 
is eyes to the fundamental rights which have been enunciated by th 



WASTE LAND ACQUISITION BILL. 


74 ^ 


1947 .] 


Central Gotaprnment Bill. The Hon’ble 'Minister, is perturbed over the 
idea of a U|*Mm Ministry in West Bengal but let Me tell him he need not 

anxious. ^ This West Bengal ministry is going%ot to be a caste Hindu 
ftaj er Muslim Raj but a Raj of the people, by He people and for the benefit 
of the people. So, I wish that you should not loosely characterise a Minis- 
try which is not in being but which is certainly coming, irresistible, and 
I think as a responsible Minister he should not have made that observation 
at all. „ • 

Coming to the particular amendment, I will just say only a few words. 
AVe have all seen, Sir, that this particular Bill is without any definite plan 
or a scheme. If there had been any plan or scheme we could have ana- 
lysed that carefully or if any facts were set out to show the total quantities 
oi lands which would be required for various purposes. We could have 
then understood the necessity for this Bill, or their sincerity of purpose and 
there would not have been any trouble to pass this Bill. But they are 
absolutely absent and that alone shows what the Ministry is for. They 
want only to grab the. whole of wastelands in Bengal and as soon as the 
waste lands are under their clutches they will distribute them to w^pever 
they please. One point raised by the Leader of the House was that one of 
the objects of the Bill was that the Bihar refugees will be given a portion 
of these lands. , (The Hon’ble Mr. Saiykd Muazz\mi j>din Husain : To un- 
economic holders of land). Now, so far as other purposes are concerned, 
there is the existing law of the land which the Ministry can avail them- 
selves of. Only the existing law' will not help them in re-settling the lan£ 
with people of their own liking. That is where the existing laws will fiot 
help them and that is w’hy thev*are really taking advantage of this parti- 
cular bill, this pernicious and black bill as I have called it. That really 
is the reason and these could be no other reason because tin* Land Acqui* 
sition Act is there; it can certainly help them. It may take a little time 
hut there again they could have made ju^t a little alteration in the way 
ot procedure to suit these purposes and they could have got it in no time- 
There could have been possibly no objection or exception to an amendment 
ot that description. Sir, having regard to the fact that, ib I have said, 
there is no scheme before us 1 would request the Ilon’ble Minister to give 
up the Bunhvan and Presidency Divisions from this bill. There is a saying 
which, T hope, is well-known to everybody and which is "The wL* men 
gi\c up orte half instead of losing the whole*’. So this is less than half. 
Whv not give up this halt in West Bengal and proceed with \our bill so 
tai as the other half is) concerned. You may find plain sailing; there 
will be no trouble whatsoever and all this waste of time, money and energy 
would have been avoided. You are all men from the East and as wise 
men of the East I would request you to follow that saying “give up this 
half and carry’ on with the other half**. 


With these words, Sir, I support the amendment before the House. 


The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Six , the Opposition has put 
forward arguments which are arguments usually put forward bv the vested 
interests and the Congress is idetitifieiV, the Congress Opposition as cons- 
tituted in this House is identified, with those interests, (Mr. LaLIT 
Chandra Das — Question?). There is Mr. Nahar who said that they would 
obstruct the bill and if they are determined to obstruct they should exnect 
110 answer from the Government. But even then I would watch them 
and if I find that they do not revise their attitude then they may go on 
speaking here but from the Government side they will get no answer. And 
1 like to give them another chance that if they are really serious about 
this, and serious about their duties and about their business and if the 
Opposition is here to perform their duties or in other word* to help the 
Legislature to enact legislation, if they do their job, well, in that case 
they will get answers from the Government to their observations. (Mr. 
Laijt Chandra Das. Do you know the fate of the Secondary Education 
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Bill, that your Ministry foundered on it and there was persistent opposition ?) 
Coming to the point I dg say that this is a peoples Ministry (Cries of No 
No from the Opposition Bgpehes) and they will legislate for the whol$ 
people; they are not going 5 !*- legislate for any part or party of Bengal 
they are going to do good to the people as a whole in the whole oi Bengai 
so long as they have been placed in power by the people of Bengal and this 
ministry consists of representatives of all section of the population. (Crie> 
of No, No, 'from the Opposition Benches.) 

0 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I would request you again not to go into thi- 
<|uestion . 

* Th* Hon’bls Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: The Opposition characterises 
this Ministry as a communal Ministry, Muslim in character and that is tin 
reason why I had to reply to that charge. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The less you try to reply to these points the bettei 
•.for you and the more you help yourself. 

Mf. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: On a point of information, Sir. May 1 
ask the Hon’ hie Minister whether it is a fact that the Chief Minister o: 
Bengal declared on more than one occasion that it is a one-partv Ministry 
and that he would like to change it into an all-party Ministry ? Has tin 
honourable Minister the right to contradict his Chief? 

*kr. AMULYADHONE ROY: What about Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjee: 
Wtie tiot a caste Hindu? Or is he a Muslim League member? 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN*. It the honourable members o 
the opposition please to confine themselves to the points at issue and if tin 
Hon'nle President confines the debate to the points ‘at issue, then no om 
will he more happy than imself. 

Mr. BUOY SINGH NAHAR: Is this a reflection on the chair? 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: No. certainly not. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: Clearly it looks like that. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir. in my opening speech 1 
had stated what amount of land was immediately required and what wa 
the scheme, and with whom it was intended to settle the lands— all ihes< 
are in detail in that speech. 1 believe the opposition lias not cared to giv< 
any attention to these things and that is the reason why it is putting up al 
its arguments on this line. Their position is not sincere and that is tilt 
reason why they are putting forward all these arguments at random. 1 
oppose the amendment, Sir. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that in silb-claus* 
( 2 ) of clause 1 of the Bill, after the word “except" in line 1, the following 
be inserted, namely: — 

“Burdwan and Presidency Divisions* and". 

The motion was put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYES — 9. 


Mr. Lallt Chandra Das 

Mr. Banlifni Chandra Datta 

Vial Bahadur Brojtndra Mohan Maitra 

Mr* BIJoy Singh Nahar 

Hal Bahadur Jogandra Nath Ray 


Mr. Biren Roy 
Mr. Biswanath Roy 
Mr. Paiiram Roy 
Mr. Charu Chandra Sanya! 


, NOES— 21. 


Mr. Abdulla-ti-Mahmud 

Mr. Nur Ahmad 

Mr. Badaruddtn Ahmad 

Mai Bahadur Dhirtndra Lai Barua 


Mr. Raajuddin Bhuiya 
Mr. Moamm Hossain Chowdhury 
Mr. Syad Rabbi Chowdhury 
Mr. D. *1. Cohan 
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Duttft 


Mr 6.’ 

The Hon’bl# Mr. 8alyed Muazzemuddin 
Host in 

Mr. Latitat Mottaki 



Mr. Mobarafc AH Khan 

Mr. 8yad Abdul Majid 

The Hon’bii^Tarak Nath Mukarjaa 

Mr. Ab&| Rashid 

Mr. Amuryadhone Ray 

Khan HhU> Motdvi WahMuzzaman 

Htji Md. Yusuf 


The Ayes being 9 and the Noes 21 the motion was lost. 

Mr. BIJOY SINGH NAHAR: 1 beg to move that in sub-clause ( 2 ) 
of clause 1 of the Bill the following be added at the end, namely: — 

"and also residential area of the villages”. 

' Sir, with the addition of this sentence the sub-clause will read o* 
follows:— “It extends to the whole of Bengal except Calcutta as defined in 
clause ( 11 ) of section 3 of the Calcutta Municipal Act, 11)32, and any area 
constituted a municipality under the provisions of the Bengal Municipal 
Act, 1932, and also residential area of the villages”. Sir, the object of the 
bill is to take away these lands for afforestation or the earthing out of 
inigation or drainage schemes, or the provision of sites for the setting qp of 
model villages, or the settlement of land with any person or persons in order 
to provide them with a means of livelihood it they are without such a means 
ni livelihood as a result of discharge from military service, the operation 
of natural causes or circumstances, such as disturbances of the public 
!raii(|uillity, over which they have no control, etc., etc. In sub-sect ion»0> 
of clause 1 it says that the Bill extends to the whole of Bengal cxqept, 
( alcutta as defined in clause { 11 ) of section 3 of the Calcutta MunicipaPAHr 
1921 , and any area constituted a municipality under the provisions of the 
Bengal Municipal Act, 1932. Sir, 1 would like to add that this Bill should 
not apply to those areas of the villages where there are residential houses 
h residential areas. In villages there are poor people v\ho keep open some 

their homestead lands for certain purposes or for building houses after- 
wards. If those vacant lands are taken that will create great hardships to 
Cf people of the villages. The Hon’ble Minister savs that he is champion- 
ing tlie causes of the poor and accuses us of representing the case of the 
landlords and vested interests. But this amendment of mine really helps 
Me poor people. Sometimes there are some vacant lands in a village where 
1 to* children of the poor people play or there are some gruziug? land 
f >r the cattle. If by chance it enters the head of the collector or any 
person who is appointed by Government that these lands should not lie kt pi 
' t»en hut should be turned into forests or get them settled with the ex- 
lmlitary men that will create great hardships to the people of the villages. 

\t the same time it might be said that the prices of the residential lands 
;,I ’c much more higher than the price fixed as price of these wuste lands. 

There is another point. If the Government settle some such lands with 
u }>oor mlfh who is almost a beggar and has no means of livelihood then 
he would certainly require money to build houses, in that event Govern- 
ment will have to prepare a scheme and provide enough money to j>eople 
whom such lands are given to enable them to build houses to live in. Even 
3 they get lands to cultivate the poor people would require money to buy 
miplements without which they cannot cultivate the lands. So an altoge- 

different scheme will have to be worked out by Government. To start 
•> model village, the Hon’ble Minister will also require lands for residential 
purposes. Therefore I would urge upon the Hon’ble Minister not to give 
effect to this Bill in the residential areas of,the villages. He should seriously 
consider this point. There are many villages which are growing up; there 
;ire many villages where there is no municipality as they have not yet 
stowu up into towns. The w'nste lands of these areas and these places should 
m'ver be disturbed', and they should not he subjected to the operation of 
mese clauses, I do not mind if those lands are in West Bengal or in East 
Bengal or anywhere else in Bengal. Those lands should never he touched, 
mould never be disturbed ; it is for the benefit of the poor class. It is for 
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the benefit of tbe residential people, people residing in those places and 
will really help them. I can cite another instance how the operation 
this Bill can take place/ If a Collector of a district does not see eye to e 
with certain persons of that district or a group of persons and beco: 
jealous of them or wants to trouble them, he can, out of his own accoi 
take away the land or give notice of acquiring their valuable plot of la 
which has been kept as a grazing ground or a football ground or as a schi 
or some other purpose. He at his sweet will and pleasure can create trou 
and take away the land for practically no purpose and practically with< 
any compensation worth the name and if you do not want to do these thii 
and if you do not feel that such things should happen I would urge 1 
acceptance of this amendment of mine by the Hon’ble Minister. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (2) of cla \ 
1 of the Bill, the following be added at the end, namely: — 

4f and also residential area of the villages”. 

Mr. LACIT CHANDRA DA8: Mr. President, Sir, I support the amei 
nient that has been moved by my friend Mr. Bijoy Singh Nahar. In 1 
definition of waste land as given in this Bill certain lands have been 1 
out, I mean have been exempted from the operation of the provisions 
this Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 11147. I mav here draw t 
attention of the Hon’ble Minister to one of the exceptions given under t 
definition of “waste land” given in sub-clause (2) ( ir ) of clause 2 of t 
jpill**. It has been mentioned there “any land used for homestead purpo 
together with any garden appertaining to a homestead”. That has been t 
eiupted but I desire to point, out that what has been really wanted by tl 
amendment is something different from that which has been exempted. 
Nnhar wanted that the residential area of the villages should be exempt' 
This is, Sir, something over and above any land used for homestead purpof 
together with any garden appertaining to a homestead. Suppose for i] 
tance a certain high land within a village surrounded on all the tour sit 
by poor people is 'lying vacant— may be according to the Hon’ble Minis 
waste — and that is being used as a playground, what would happen to tin 
ill this Bill be brought into operation for the purpose of acquiring tl 
land ? Now, Sir, clearly enough unless this is excluded by an express pro 
sion of the law this may fall within the mischief of the law. So if t 
words “and also residential area of the villages” be added at the end 
sub-clause (2), it may very well be claimed by the villagers and though tJ 
may be tying vacant at the present time being used as a playground 
• may scbsequently be used by the villagers for the purpose of extension 
their homestead for the purpose of residence. It is necessary therefore 
protect the interests of tne villagers in this regard and such lands shoi 
be exempted. I support the amendment of mv friend Mr. Biiov Sin 
Nuhar. * ^ ‘ 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA* I beg to support the Umendmej 
1 think this is a very humble amendment ana I do not think Go vermin 
, would lose anything if they simply exclude from the operation of the B 
only a very insignificant portion r of waste lands because these areas whi 
*>re to be mount for residential areas in villages could not evidently 
very big and therefore I think Government will be well adyised in acce] 
ing this very humbler amendment. These open spaces by the side of t 
houses of these poor villagers as I think is known to you, too, Sir, are us 
and utilised by the poor peasunts for various purposes and I do not t 
why these lands, the urea of which would not be very big, should be tak 
away from these peasauts. And these lands, as mv friend has pointed o\ 
are often for grazing lands for the oxen and sometimes also for playgroun 
and for other similar purposes. These lands are really what one m 
describe as parks iu the villages. And one thing which strikes me is thi 
supposing certain villagers in a particular place wants to have a sch< 
or a pathsala, or a market place nearabont their holdings, where they w 
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find a place lor this purpose? Because there is this Bill which can entitle 
the Collector to take any such land if he pleases. Where then is the protec- 
tion so far as these poor peasants are concerned? I would therefore request 
the Hon ble 'Minister in charge not to cast his eye on these very humble 
plots of land, the area of which would not be very much and exclude them 
troin the operation of the Bill. With these words I support the amendment. 

Th« Hon f We Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, 1 <h> not understand how 
the opposition could bring in an amendment like this, because the Lund 
Acquisition is there, and it i*> not as if all the lands in Bengal are going 
to ne acquired under this Bill. It is only an enabling Bill for acquiri fig 
wastelands for certain specified purposes. When the Government have decid- 
ed to acquire such lands they will have to prepare plans and those plans 
will be made known to the public and they will know the details and 
(jovernment will have to justify the case to the investors of monev in those 
lands so as to make them suitable for the various purposes for wfiieli Govern- 
ment are really acquiring those lands. (Mr. Laut Chandra Dvs: Yes 
at rupees ten per acre!) Yes, rupees ten per acre for a piece of land which 
has been lying waste for .10 years. (Mr. Buoy Sindh Nahui: Why 00 
veurts is it not only since the .‘list January 1047?') That is. Sir, about the 
definition of waste land but this is about compensation, namely, in the case 
where the land was recorded as waste land in the record-of-rights prepared 
during the first District Survey and Settlement Operations, etc., and which 
does not yield any income; in that case only the compensation will be* ten 
rupees. If the opposition memhei* will only care to read the Bill they will 
find this thing there. Only this will gi\e compensation of Rs. 1 0 per an e. 

Mr. BUOY SINCl) NAHAR: Sir, may 1 intervene lor a minute. 
This is not in the definition of the waste land— the definition of waste lands 
a*> stated in the definition is— waste land means any land which has been 
King uncultivated since before the Gist day of January, 1947. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: The honouiable member should 
icfei to the compensation clause. I nder flu* definition there is no mention 
<4 compensation. Under the clause where compensation is mentioned, 
Jheu* it is mentioned. Sir, 1 am hupp\ that Mr. Nahar has exposed the 
opposition. Without understanding they are interfering with the passage 
<4 this Bill. With these words I oppose the amendment. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Do you know that any company will 
he willing to take these lands at a much higher pi ice — do >ou know' that!' 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, • order. The question before the House is 
f hat in sub-clause ( 2 ) of clause 1 of the Bill, the following be added at the 
end. nai^ly : — 

“and also residential area of the villages'*. 

The motion was put and a division taken with the following result: 

AfE8 — \}. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Oat 
Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta 
Mr. E. D. Dayna 
Mr. G. j, k. Hbofc 
Rai Bahadur Brojandra Mohan Maitra 
Mr. Altxandar McLaren 


Mr. Abdul la-al- Mahmud 

Nr. Nur Ahmad 

Mr. Sadamddin Ahmad ' 

Mr. syad Bidruddulk 
Rti Bahadur DhirJdra Lai Bama 
Mr. Raajuddfn Bhulya 
Mr. Maassam H attain Chowdhury 
Mr. fori Fail. Rsbbl Ctatfhury 
Mr. D. 4. Oaten 


Ayes being 12 Noes being 18 the- motion was lost 


Mr. BI|oy Singh Nahar 
Ral Bahadur Jogandra Nath Ray 
Mr. Bi ran Roy 
Mr. Biswanath Roy 
Mr. Patlram Ray 
Mr. Charu Chandra Sanya! 

NOES— It. 

Khan Sahadur A. M. Shahoadul Hoqim 
M r. Latafat Hottain 
Mr. Mabarak Ah Khan 
Mr. Sytd Abdul Majtd 

e :sr.£« T "“ «•» ■— 

Mr. Amufyadhona Ray 

ssvrrj r* *“«— 
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Mr, PRESIDENTS Yes, Mr. Das. Before you move this amendim 
I may tell you that your arguments should %e confined to the Rajsluj 
Division because the arguments regarding the Presidency Division and t 
Burdwan Division have been almost exhausted, rt^fennection with anotl 
amendment. 

Mr. LALiT CHANDRA DA8* Yes, Sir. I beg to move that in su 
clause (2) of clause 1 of the Bill, the following be added at the ei 
namely: — 

“and except the Presidency Division, the Burdwan Difllmon and t 
Rajshahi Division”. 

Sir, if this amendment is accepted then the clause would reatWlhus 
It extends to the whole of Bengal except Calcutta as defined in clause (1 
of section 3 of the Calcutta Municipal Act 1923, and any area constitut 
a municipality under the provisions of the Bengal Municipal Act, 1932, ai 
except the Presidency Division, the Burdwan Division and the Rajsha 
Division”. 

Now, Sir. what remains? The two other division remain, namely, t 
Chittagong Division and the Dacca Division over which this Act will ha 
operation. My arguments in respect of this are these. 

I find that the Hon’ble Minister is not listening. Until he listens 
prefer to stop. The Hon’ble Minister is not listening and therefore I mu 
stop. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT* The Hon'ble Minister should be in his seat. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA OA8! If this a mend m eh t of mine is accepter 
then, Sir, the Act would be applicable only to the two remaining Divisio 
of the Presidency of Bengal, the two being the Chittagong Division ai 
the Dacca Division. 1 think. Sir, the Hon’ble Minister should be satifu 
with the acquisition of the so-called waste lands in those two divisioi 
giving up his claim to the acquisition of such lands in the Presidency Div 
sion, the Burdwan Division and the llajshahi Division. My reason is thi 
Sir, that he should first of all prove his bona fides before we can perm 
him to take greater power to acquire lakhs and lakhs of acres of lau 
throughout the province. Sir. the Hon’ble Minister said that he has g< 
schemes. He may put his plans (the details of which are not known to u 
nul schemes into effect in those two divisions, namely the Chittagori 
Division and the Dacca Division. The Hon’ble Minister said that he mei 
honed them at the time of the opening of his case for this Bill. We don 
remember. We will be very attentive and we will listen witli interest wlu 
plans he has got and what are the details of those plans and schemes wit 
respect to these two Divisions, not the other three. Let him pr<|&lce tho? 
[dans now and here and impress the House. Sir v to a question of mi|j 
lie answer has been given by Government that the quantity otwaste lane 
is over 30 lakhs of acres of land. There are several acres o? land, Sir 
lying wuste in the Chittagong Division and the Dacca Division and if thos 
gilds be taken up by the Government to start with, the hancliyof the Govern 
neat will be full. I say therefore Sir, let the Government *H|stead qf sweai 
lug that they will do this and that prove their bona fides by efcecutinj 
•ertain plans in these two divisions. As soon as the Government proves tha 
t is efficient, that it is active, that it is executing good plans, certainly the; 
\ ill establish their right to claim the confidence of the representatives c 
the people of the Rajshahi Division and of the other two Division^ W 
know of no such plans and the steps they are going to take to put thoe 
plans into operation. Let the ffonole Minister in reply reveal what thos 
plans are, what are their detail^ with respect to the Dacca Division and th 
Chittagong Division only, and let them put those plans into effect by acquii 
ng the waste lands of these two Divisions Only. Then Sir, there is andthe 
aspect of the question. A great tussle is going on with a neighbourini 
Government, but such a tussle should not be allowed to go on. The Benge 
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government fijl saying that th# Bengal immigrants should be allowed to 
settle in AsHin, a#d*the Assam* Government is stoutly resisting this claim 
,,t the Bengal Government. T say to the Hon’blc Minister in charge of this 
Hill that instead of quarrelling with a neighbouring Government as regards 
the powers which that neighbouring Government have got to deal with their 
Uuds in any way they please, this Government should first of all see whether 
they can make room for the Bengal immigrants in Assam in their own 
divisions, and within the boundaries of its own jurisdiction. These immi- 
grants are immigrants mostly from M y mens i ugh, Tippera and from neigh- 
pouring dfUi fe ts lying close to Assam. They will be only too happy if 
they are allowed to settle in their own province iustead of having to iftfr 
over to a province (amidst bickerings) which is not their own, and where 
they <#not get what they really want. This will afford the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter "an opportunity to solve at least one vexed ouestion. namely, the question 
ot Bengal immigrants to Assam, to have tliein withdrawn from Assam 
ami to settle them peacefully in their own districts by acquiring these 
wastelands. But instead of doing that they have taken up the easiest way, 
namely, of quarrelling with a neighbouring province, ostensibly with the 
object of settling them in the grazing grounds of Assam, but really with 
a view to Pakistanisiug that province. I will not dilate on this" point 
lmther, but only this I will say that if this Ministry wants to give a proof 
id their bona fid-es it can do so now by acquiring these wastelands for the 
Bengal immigrants in these two divisions, without sending them to Assam. 

Sir, there is another argument which I have got to place before the 
House in this connection. My third point is that Government should in 
-well matters take the opinion of the people, I mean, in the matter, of 
acquisition of these wastelands. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is it you say, Mr. Das? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I am saung that in this matter of 
,i< quiring lands, or indeed in any matter of legislation. Government should 
he guided by public opinion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But that point does not arise now. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: f will just show how it arises. Sir. My 
Inend says that he represents the people and i* legislating for the benefit 
"t the people, the masses. So tar as these two divisions are concerned I 
"i\ that this communal Government does certainly represent the vast majo- 
rity of the people there and can acquire lands in those two divisions at 
ai»\ price 

Mr. PRESIDENT: M ay I just advise you. Mr. Das, not to bring for- 
ward thq^g^arguments in support of the motion ? You should rather try 
t > support Ihe motion on its own merits. Don’t indulge again in general 
]*nltics. ThlCt moment you do so you provoke question* on the other side 
■lad the bill will be delayed for nothing. 

• • * 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMUD* Sir, is there after all anything in tjfe * 
speeches of the ^position except bitter communal feelings? 

Mr. ljM.IT CHANDRA DA*: I am constrained to observe that the 
Opposition has taken the view that it is a political Bill, that it is not a Bill 
meant for to nationalise waste lands but only to communalise all waste- 
lands. "If, as a matter of fact, we have taken that view, is it not natural 
Ointf in^placing our point before you, we will be liable to stray into the 
forbidden land of politics? In this matter, as we have taken the view that 
[ ! ,f * Government do not actually require so much land but that their inten- 
ll, ‘u is otherwise, therefore I am pointing out ' 

Mr, PRESIDENT: When we % arc discussing the general principles of 
* Bill in that case you would be relevant in mentioning all these things 
when the House is discussing a specific amendment to the clauses of 
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a Bill, .you should try to confine yourself toYhe amendment itself and if y ou 
hare to advance any argument of a generil nature that also must be strictly 
relevant to the amendment before the House. * 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS. I am referring, Sir, to a specific matter 
in this case 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please go4n with your amendment. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I have given two points and this 
is my last point. I am dealing with my last point and I am Rowing how it 
is relevant. When we say that certain divisions may be rifled out of thin 
Bill we mean that in certain other divisions where they can exercise that 
right of acquisition without trouble and interference, namely Chittagong 
and Dacca Divisions, where there will he no chance of any disturbance bli- 
the future, ^because undoubtedly there is majority there in favour of t I k* 
Government they cun exercise their right without any sort of golmal ami 
acquire lands as best as they can. But so far as the other divisions are 
concerned, namely the Presidency and Burdwan Divisions, there the Hindu 
are in overwhelming majority and there they will have to work against the 
wishes of TO per cent, of the population if "not more, of the West Bengal 
people, and it would be very difficult to effect the acquisition in this part 
whereas in the Chittagong and Dacca Divisions where they have undoubted 
majority they can easily put into operation their wasteland acquisition 
scheme and do whatever they like. With these words 1 commend my molnm 
for the acceptance of the House. « 

Mf. PRESIDENT: Amendment to moved that in sub-clause (2) nt 
clause (J) of the Bill, the following be added to the end, namely: — 

“and except the Presidency Division, the Burdwan Division and tin* 
Rajshahi Division”. 

Rfti Bahadur BROJENURA MOHAN MAITRA: Sir, the amendment 
also stands in mv name. I am not going to repeat the arguments advanced 
by my friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. But I will only confine myself to 
the Rajshahi Division because I come from the Rajshahi Division. Tin* 

S opulation of Jalpaiguri and Darjeeling districts are overwhelmingly noii- 
[uslim. Besides these two districts are know as tea growing districts aiui 
the value of llie land here is much more than what lias been proposed to be 
given in the Bill. Therefore if lands are acquired in these tw r o districts 
it will affect the tea industry and 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: Rai Bahadur I find it very difficult to follow vou, 
better come to the microphone. 

Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA NATH MAITRA: All right, gft, Govern 
ment wants to take away these lands at the rate of Rs. 10 per acre but the 
lands in Jalpaiguri district is much more valuable because tfie people grow 
tea in those lands and it i> mqcli more profitable. If then Government 
take away these lauds at this rate the people will suffer a heavy loss. There* 
frtTe, I think, the Rajshahi Division should be kept out of the purview of 
this Bill. You know, Sir, Tutor sub-Division of the Rajshahi District is 
full of Bills. Some yeaVs ago, the District Board of Rajshahi gave some 
money to Government for drainage in order to improve the area but Govern- 
ment returned the money. Thus the Government did not allow the people 
to develop the area. The Government should allow the people to deveolp 
these waste lands without taking away them. 

With these words, Sir, I support the amendment. 

Mf. ABDUL RA8HID: Sir, the question be now put. 

Mf. PRESIDENT: I am sorry I cannot accept it. The Hon’ble Minis- 
ter must be given some time to reply and there are some members who want 
to speak on this motion. Yes, Mr. Sanyal, 
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Mr. CHAflU CHANDRA ^ANYAL: Sir, I come from the Kajskahi. 
Division and I wish to speak on this motion. In supporting this motion 
some stray references may be made by me to the Burawan and Presidency 
Divisions just to connect the points and I hope you will excuse me for doing 
sio. I may read from a report which has been published elsewhere it has 
been said t&at Burdwan Division contains nearly 8 lakhs acres of waste 
lands and Presidency about 11 lakhs acres. It ‘i am wrong I hope the 
Hou’ble Minister will correct me. In reply to a question in the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly on the 22nd March 1947 the Hon’ble Mr. Abdur 
Kahin an said 

Mr. PRESIDENT! Mr. Sanyal, what you are reading trotu ? 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL: I am reading trom the proceed* 
ings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! Ikat you cannot do. \ou cannot refer to the pro- 
ceedings of the other House. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANRAL! I am only giving the figures. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: \ ou can Use those figures but you cuunot refer to 
it. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: All right, Sir Now, it has been 
stated that in the Burdwan Division there are about 28,000 Bihar letugees 
and in the Presidency Division there are about 40,000. Of course, there 
has been much discussion about the Biluiri refugees o\er this question. 
There has been a lot ot discussion on this point and I do not like to go 
further into the matter. M\ point is onk this. The Minister in charge 
while introducing this Bill reteried to main plots of lands of thousand 
acies in a ring form and 1 like to know trom him how many such plots 
there are in these three Divisions and he just now lefened to his plans and 
estimates also which lie said lie placed before the Select Committee. We 
want to know the details. We want to know the details ot the cost and 
the plans he placed before the Sel<*< t Committee so that we may be in a 
position to think over and to read o\er his plans so that the passage of 
the Bill may be more simplified and we want to know trom him how the 
Government propose to make them fit tor cultivation and if they are re- 
quired for afforestation purpose* what are the fuel or timber plants they 
aic going to put in. These are the bioad details we want to have from 
the Hon’ble Minister so that we would he m a better position to think over 
and to talk o\er the various amendments of the Bill so that the passage 
of the Bill may take much le«.s time. And seiondlx about the acquisition 
ot lands in the Presidency and Burdwan Divisions 

Mr. PRESIDENT! You need not lefei to that now because the dis- 
cussion should he confined to the amendment proposing exclusion of the 
ltujshuhi Division. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA 8ANYAL: I -hall not repeat the aigumenH 
advanced in favour of the exclusion of the Presidency and Burdwan Divi- 
siqn;> trom the purview of this Bill but to illustrate my point in connection 
with this amendment I shall just take as an example the district of Nadi* 
iu the Presidency Division. In the district of Nadia nearly 1,000 acre* 
of lands, cultivable waste lands, were acquired by Government apparently 
for Government purposes at a cost of nearly IPs. 54,000. And what justi- 
fication is there to secure such lands at 10 to 15 ru]>ees per acre now ? That 
my point and for the information of the members ot this Home I can 
R av that waste laqd in Mvmensingh is ubout -U lakh* of acres and it i* 
quite strange that a lot of people from Mymensingh had to go to Assam 
to find land for cultivation purposes and given three acres per head of 
population one lakh of persons could be accommodated in the Mymensingh 
urea alone where the waste laud ’covers 3£ lakhs of acres. Eteti taking the 
85 
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case of the Bihar refugees, as far ae their . number goes, their number is 
less than one lakh and so the entire Bihar refugees 

Khan Sahib Md. WAHIDUZZAMAN: On a point of order, Sir. Do 
Bihar refugee* form part either of the Bill or of the amendment before the 
House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT* Please leave out Bihar refugees and you will he 
in order, Mr. Sanyal. $ 

Mr. CHARlf CHANDRA SANYAL: One lakh of persons can he 
accommodated in Mymensingh and they can he employed on cultivation 
of land. From whichever area the people come they can he placed in 
Mymensingh. Similarly in Faridpur there are about 1£ lakhs of acres 
of waste land and in Chittagong another U lakhs acres of land. Faridpur 
and Chittagong alone can accommodate one Jakh persons. So in Chitta- 
gong, Faridpur and Mymensingh alone two lakhs of cultivators can lie 
accommodated. Under the circumstances I hope that the Government 
would agree to leave out Presidency Division, Burdwan Division and 
Rajshahi Division and confine their experiments to the districts of Mymen- 
singh, Faridpur and Chittagong andh accept our amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I oppose the amendment, Sir. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that in Suh- 
dause ( 2 ) of clause l of the Bill, the following he added at the end, 
namely : — 

“and except the Presidency Division! the Buidwan Division and the 
Kajshalii Division.” 

The motion was put and a Division taken with the following result: 

AYES — 10. 


Mr. Lalit Chandra Oat 

Mr. Banklm Chandra Datta 

Hal Bahadur Brojandra Mohan Maitra 

Mr. BI|oy 8lngh Nahar 

Hal Bahadur Josendra Nath Ray 


Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud 

Mr. Nur Ahmad 

Mr. 8adaruddin Ahmad 

Hal Bahadur Dhlrandra Lai Barua 

Mr. Raajutfdln Bhuiya 

Mr. Moazzam Hoatain Chaudhury 

Mr. Hamtdul Huq Chowdhury 

Mr. 8yad Faila Rabbi Chaudhury 

Mr. Yuauf All Chowdhury 

Mr. D. J. Cohan 

Mr. E. D. Doyna 

Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Hoqua 

Ayes being 10 and the $oes 22 ' tk 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House 
tomorrow. 


Mr. Blren Roy 
Mr. Biswanath Roy 
Mr. Patiram Roy 

Mr. Birandra Kishore Roy Chowdhury 
Mr. Charu Chandra 8anyal 


Mr. G. J. K. Hook 

The Hon’bla Mr. Salyad Muazzamuddln 
Hoaaln 

Mr. Latafat Hossaln 

Mr. Mobarak All Khan 

Mr. Syad Abdul Majid 

Mr. Alaxandar McLaren 

Mr. Abdul Rathld 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy 

Miss Ethel Robertson 

Khan Sahib Moulvi Wahiduzzaman 

motion was lost. 

stands adjourned till 1-30 p.m. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 1-30 p.m. on Wednesday, the 7th Mar 

1947 
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Members absent. 

The foll ®* in & members were absent from the meeting held on the 

6th May, I««7 : — 

(1) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(2) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

(3) Khan Bahadur Syed Ahdur Rashid Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

(6) Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fuzal Ellahi. 

(7) The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran. 

(8) Mr. Mun^turam Jaipuria. 

(9) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhannnad dan. 

(10) Mr. Satish Chandra Jana. 

(11) Mr Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(12) Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

(18) Mr. Napendra Nath Moholanabish. 

(14) Mr. George Morgan, c.i.f.. 

(150 Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan. 

(lb) Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray. 

(17) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 

(18) Mr. Md. Tauftq. 

(19) Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chowdhury. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1947— No. 40. 


1 hk ( ouncil met in tin* Legislative ( handier of the legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Wednesday, Till May, 1947, at 3 -.‘10 p.ni., being 
the 40th (lay of the First. Session of 1947, pursuant to section U2(2)(a) ol 
the Government of India Act, 1905. 

Mr. President (the llon’lde Sir Buoy Phasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.k.) was 
in the (’hair. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Activities of the Factory Inspectorate. 

123. Mr. SATISH CHANDRA SEN: («) Will the ITon’Ide Minister 
in charge of tin* Department ot Commerce, Labour and Industries he pleased 
In state the number of registered faetories in Bengal in 1940-47? 

(b) In how many sueh factories have annual holidays as provided under 
section 49 it ot the Fmtorics Act (India Act XXV of 19.* 14) been granted? 

it') Did the Inspectorate of Faetories make any enquiry and keep any 
'ceonl regarding the leav< rules tor tin* workers existing in each of such 
lactones previous to the insertion of Chapter 1VA, Factories Act, by 
I'adniies Act, 1945 (India Ac! Ill of 1945)7 

id) In how many lactones the previous leave inlet were more favourable 
to the workers than those provided under section 49 B of the Factories Act? 

(e) Are the employers entitled to offset tin* paid festival holidays which 
they used to grant to their workers against these annual holidays? Did 
tin* Central Government issue an i list i net ion to this Government on this 
matter? If so, will the Ilon'hlc Minister please place the same on the 
i a hie ? 

(/) Did the* Inspectorate of Factories institute any enquiry whether the 
employers are complying with the said provisions as indicated by the Central 
t oivernjycnt? 

iff) Is it not a fact that complaints were made to the Chief Inspector of 
I'actories that some of the employers in Motor Industries have not carried 
out the said provisions? It so, what action was taken in the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE 
LABOUR and INDUSTRIES (the Hon’We Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed): (a) 

The number of registered faetories on the dlst of December, 1940, was 
2,179. 

(b) Figures for the yeai 1940 are not as yet available. Such information 
will lie obtainable from the annual returns for that year when received. 

(r) An attempt was made by the Factories Directorate during 1945 to 
^certain which .of the more important factories had holidays with pay 
S «’hemes in existence. 

id) The number of factories whose leave rules have been considered aa 
providing benefits either substantially similar to or more favourable than 
those for which Chapter IVA makes provision and in respect of which 
exemption under section 49G has been granted is 12. 
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(e) Employers are entitled to offset any paid festival holidays again* 
the annual statutory holiday period provided such festival holidays happei 
to come within that period. Moreover there is nothing in the Act to preven 
an employer from saying that he will not, in future, allow festival holiday! 
and if he breaks any contract in acting accordingly, he will simply in 
liable to the ordinary penalties for breach of contract and to such reprisal: 
as the organisation of workers ijiay enable them to make. The Centra 
Government has issued instructions to the Provincial Government in thi* 
matter. A copy of the relevant portion of the Government of India 
Department of Jvabour, letter containing the instructions is placed on tin 
Table. 

(/) No general enquiry has been instituted but enquiries have been madt 
in regard to specific eases when complaints have been received. 

it / ) Complaints have been received by the Chief Inspector of Factorief 
regarding certain employers in the Motor Industries respecting non 
adherence to the provisions and the complaints are still under investigation 
with the establishment concerned. 


Statement referred to in reply to clan. He (e) of qvcstwn No. 123. 

The question whether the worker is entitled to a holiday for the purpose* 
of sub-section (2) of section 49 A of the Factories Act has to be answered in 
the light of circumstances in each ease. Although the workers have no 
statutory right to holidays on festival occasions, it may be assumed that sueli 
holidays are normally enjoyed under a contract of service, express or 
implied. Their enjoyment in fact represents “a usage so general and well 
understood in fact, with reference to the business, place and class of persons, 
that the parties are presumed to have made their contract with tacit refer- 
ence to it and to have intended to be governed by it in the same way and 
to the same extent as other like persons in like cases” (Pollock on Contracts, 
Uth edition, page 2(K>). It may, therefore, be assumed that festival holi- 
days are holidays to which a worker is somehow entitled within the mean- 
ing of sub-section (2) of section 49A. It is characteristic of a festival 
holiday that it fulls due at a certain time of the year (may be varied from 
year to year) and if the worker is entitled to enjoy it at all he is entitled to 
enjoy it at or about that time. For example, his right to enjoy a holiday 
at lhis&ehra is not simply a right to one day’s holiday but a right to one 
day]s holiday on a certain date. If, therefore, a worker were entitled to one 
festival holiday in one month, three in the second, two in the third, ami 
lour in the fourth month, liis enjoyment of 1(1 days consecutive holidays as 
required by the Act in any other month would not deprive him of the right 
to Iuh festival holidays when they fall due; for, if it did, the provisions of 
Chapter IVA would be operating to the prejudice of his other rights, which 
is forbidden by sub-section {2) of section 49A. If, on the other hand, the 
period of his consecutive holidays fyr 10 days included one or more festival 
holiduys to which he would have been entitled in any ease, there would be 
no prejudice to his rights if he got no other holidays instead of the festival 
holidays, for he would still enjoy a festival holiday, even though it formed 
part of and was absorbed in his statutory holidays under Chapter IVA. 
So far as the number and timing of the holidays is* concerned, the effect of 
sub-section (2) of section 49A is that a worker should not, by reason of 
getting consecutive holidays at one time of the year, be deprived of the 
holidays which he had a right to enjoy at any other time of the year. If 
the worker has right to so many holidays in a year but not at a particular 
time or if he had a right to a holiday on a date falling within his consecutive 
holidays, his statutory consecutive holidays may he set off against and 
include these holidays. Thus the whole or ,part of the consecutive holidays 
may sometimes he an addition to other holidays to which the worker is 
entitled and may sometimes be in substitution for, or absorb, such other 
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holidays di fftil due within the period of the consecutive holiday, or do not 
fnll due on any particular date. There is, however, nothing in the Act to 
prevent an employer from saying that he will not, in future, allow festival 
hrlidays, and if he breaks any contract in acting accordingly, he will simplv 
Ik* liable to the ordinary penalties for breach of contract, and to such 
reprisals as the organisation of workers may enable them to make. 

Sub-section (2) of section 49A does not appear to preserve for all time 
holidays to which workers were entitled when Art III of 1945 came into 
force; it. should be read as if the words “for the time being” were inserted 
after the word “may”. 

Mr. 8ATISH CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister please say 
why though one year has elapsed after the passing of this Act no enquiries 
have been made yet or any general investigation has been made on the 
question of non-granting of leave P Have auy enquiries l>een madoP 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I am sorry, I ask for 

notice. 

Mr. 8ATI8H CHANDRA SEN: Was any prosecution made undor this 
Act by the Factory Inspector against any recalcitrant factory P 

The Hon’ble Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Not within my cognisance. 

I would rather ask for notice. 

Institution of proceedings under seotion 49E of the Factories Act 

124. Mr. 8ATISHL CHANDRA SEN: (u) Will the Hon’ldc Minister in 
••barge of the Department of Commerce, Labour and Industries he pleased 
io slate whether the Government have laid down any rules for the institution 
cl the ptoeeedings contemplated under section 49K of the Factories Act and 
I he forum in which such proceedings should he instituted P If so, will he 
please slate the same? 

(h) Did the Department of Inspector of Factories institute any proceed- 
ings against any employer under section 49E of the Factories AetP If so, 
will he please state the names of such employers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: (a) No rules have been 
framed by Government as yet as regards the procedure for the institution of 
proceedings contemplated under section 49E of the Factories (Amendment) 
Act, 1945. Rules will be framed shortly. The authority under the Pay- 
ment of Wages Act will be the forum for such proceedings. 

(/>) No. 

Mr. 8ATI8H CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister suy when 
he will be in a position to lay down the procedure for institution of cases 
and prosecution ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AVlMED : In 2 to r‘3 months every- 
thing will be ready; rules would have been framed and in the printed 
answer I have already said that the authority under the Payment of Wages 
Act will be the forum for such proceedings. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Questions over. 

POINT OF INFORMATION. 

* Lawless!*** at Bhola ami Kurigram. 

Tha Hon’bto Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. President, Sir, I promised 
to make some statements regarding the allegation that there was lawless- 
ness in the Bhola subdivision of the district of Bakarganj and regarding soma 
alleged defilement of images or temples in the subdivision of Kurigram in 
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the district of Bangpur. So far as the Bhola affair is concerned Govern, 
ment have no infonnation about lawlessness prevalent there. Everything 
appears to be normal now. As regards Kurigram 12 cases were reported to 
the District Magistrate alleging defilement of temples that were situate] 
within the police-stations of Kurigram and Ulipur. The first six cases were 
referred to on the Kith April in a report received from a gentleman of that 
locality and in bis list he also gave facts about three other incidents and 
this was reported to the Subdivisional Officer, Ivurigram, by a letter. 0| 
these three incidents one related to the looting of a Hindu hawker’s 
sweetmeats in the hut. This was enquired into hv the Oflteer-iiroharge of 
the police-station and it was found that the cloth of his small shop caught 
fire from the bin of some unknown man when some W-going Hindu and 
Muslim boys took away the sweets valued at one rupee or two rupees. At 
that time no information was lodged with the police. It was only in a 
letter that this incident was reported. The other related to about 50 llhutiu 
Muslims who' came to Jatrapur by boat on their way to Assam. These 
people were alleged to have forcibly plucked green cocoamits from some 
trees belonging to the Hindus in spite of protests. These people came into 
the Bmular and demunded at cost juice these coeoanuts. Being afraid of 
their attitude the Hindu owners agreed to give these cocoamits at that price. 
The mutter was enquired Into by the Circle Officer and the Sub-Deputy 
Magistrate and in their report they say that those 10 people of Bhatia paid 
only 4 annas or 8 annas for the cocoamits they plucked and they also 
purchased rice worth 5 rupees and odd annas hut paid only 5 rupees and 
did not pay the balance of odd annas. ‘And therefore the local Hindus 
there became panicky and they admitted that the members of the local 
majority community have always maintained and lire still maintaining 
cordial relationship with them and that they feared no harm from the local 
people. This was another incident. The third case related to the forcible 
taking uway of 15 bales of jute from a merchant in Nunkhawa. This was 
enquired into by the Offieer-in-charge of Nageswuri police-station and it 
transpired that this was a ease of dacnity and there was nothing communal 
in the affair apart from simple panic. In two other incidents there was 
some definite allegation of temple defilement. The temples defiled mostly 
consisted of the usual sheds measuring d-4 cubits in size in which the images 
of Gods after worship ure laid and they remain completely uncared for. 
There has of course been one case of removal of two old Shiva Jingas of a 
respectable Hindu family. One of these has already been found in the 
family tank and it is hoped that the remaining one will also be found 
There are definite reasons to believe that it is a case of family dispute. In 
the other cases of alleged defilement the matter was reported to the Sub- 
divisional Officer ufter three mouths of the incidents having ullcged to have 
taken place. 

In the areas, namely, Ulipur and Ivurigram, from where these reports 
have been received, it is said that there is a certain gentleman, a certain 
non-Muslim gentleman, who yield s t considerable influence there, it is his 
practice to create agitation. In the year 1945 he reported certain facts 
in the newspapers which were found to be absolutely false by the then 
District Magistrate after a personal inquiry and the then District Magistrate 
wanted to prosecute him, but the gentleman disappeared from that area and 
therefore no prosecution could be launched. So fur as the present situation 
is concerned the District Magistrate's appreciation is that when he visited 
Kurigram he also went to the local Bar Library and stayed there two hours, 
but nobody made any complaint. The Subdivisional Officer and other 
officers also uniformly bold the ^nne view that the communal relations there 
are satisfactory and cordial. The District Magistrate went through the 
areas of Kurigram and TJlijwr and halted at the police-stations, but no 
indication of communal tension was visibly there and no complaint was 
made to him. The relationship between the communities seems to he more 
of ( less normal and cordial. 
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So far a^iille other •incidents are concerned wliicli are still under investi- 
gation, additional police forces have been posted in the affected areas so as to 
,tr that there is no panic and the mutter of investigation is being pursued. 

Mr. BUOY 8INCH NAHAR: What art* the affected areas? 

The HoflHHe Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Uhipur ami Kurigram. All 
reports of incidents have come Irom Ulipur and Kurigram jMilire- 
, Mi ions. There are altogether 12 incidents report'd; three tif them have 
mm 1 from Kurigram and Jt from Ulipur. I have already replied that some 
>f those incidents have been inquired into and seme others are under inquiry 
itid investigation. Hut it seems to me very likely that most of them have 
>eeii engineered by the designing brains of certain persons who are creatiugr 
Ji-Ls agitation for their own ends. This concludes my statement. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May 1 ask the llon’lde Minister a few 
Hiestions with regard to his statement? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No supplementary questions should be asked. But 
{ \ou want clarification of any point, you can ask lor it. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Thunk you, Sir. Does the Ilon’hle 
Minister realise that he has prnetieally admitted the happening* of the 
neidents reported? It is no good throwing the blame mi agitation or on 
tr i tutors; but I want to know whether after t 1 h*s«» incidents bad taken place 
ny arrests have so far been made with repaid to them? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI : 1 have ropti.d th at some of these 

neidents are under investigation but that in respect of the other incidents 
iovernment have found that these are a result of family dispute, ill one 
use two Shiva lint/as were removed from the temple and were found in 
In* family tank, there was a long-standing dispute between the two families 
* it h regard to that, and so it is the opinion, after due •investigation, that 
bis is a result of a family, a domestic feud and not an occurrence arising 
ut of communal reason or tension. And so far as the other eases are con- 
erned, I have said that after investigation it was found that if was not a 
iiestion of temple defilement. It was a question of taking away certain 
liings at less than cost price and a Hindu hawker’s stall being burnt which 
iade him incur a loss of Us. 2. But that was brought about by some 
mi and it was not a communal incident and no question of temple 
efilement was there either. There were specific allegations and two of 
lieru have been found to be due to a family trouble and others are still 
ader instigation. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Who is the Magistrate? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: ^At present the District Magistrate 
i Mr. Ishaque. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, you will realise that even in case of 
family feud it is impossible for a party to take away the Siva tin //a and 
rop it in the tank. ill you kindly draw the atteiiiimi of the District 
f agist rate that even if there is family feud it is impossible to suggest that 
ue party would take away the Siva Unya ami drop it to the tank — that is 
‘c last thing they would do. 

Tim Hon’bfe Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: I think what has been said by 
lr. Dalit Chandra Das is generally correct. But in ease of a family feud 
hen there is family dispute everything is possible ami people can go to 
ie extreme limit, even murder Jtheir near and dear ones and it may be 
rnwible that one party removed tile Siva linya — in family feud anything can 
ttppen. 
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Mr# MARI DAS MAZUMOAR: Sir, in view of the statement made h 
the .Finance Minister I formally withdraw the adjournment motion regard 
ing Bhola. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is no question of withdrawing your adjourn- 
ment motion. Your adjournment motion was never admitted. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR* You said that you would consider it — - 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right go on. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: With regard to Bhola affair has the 
Hon’ble Minister got any report from the Magistrate? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI : Yes, as soon as I promised to 
make a statement I sent a radiogram and got a report that there is nothing 
unusual # 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: There is no lawlessness? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: No, there is no lawlessness. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, on a point of another 'information 
We have been informed that *W0 Punjabi police have been brought lien 
within a week. May we know whether it is correct 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: That is, Sir, another question 
altogether. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, the Hon ’hie ( Minister is prepared tit 
answer a short-notice question if you put it. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: All right, Sir. But he can reply to my 
question now without wasting the time of the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is no question of wasting the time of the 
House. I think it is better to put a short-notice question if you so desire. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of information, Sir. I put 
a question some time ago as to how many questions were put, how many 
answered and how many remained unanswered. I have been supplied with 
a note about it. It appears from the list that the number of question* 
outstanding is 129 which remained unanswered. 1 should like to be in- 
formed whether there is any chance of the Ministers tuk-ing special steps to 
answer as many questions as possible. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Government will try to answei 
as many questions as possible. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I may say in this connection that, 
a large number of Parliamentary Secretaries appointed now, the Minister 
ought to be able to answer questions iiftire expeditiously. As a matter ol 
fact W’hen there were few Parliamentary Secretaries and when there was in 
Parliapientary Secretary at all the questions used to be answered regularly 
and in a much speedier time than now. So when there are so mauy Parlia- 
mentary Secretaries there is no reason why so many questions should g< 
over to another session to be auswered. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: My friend Mr. Dus shouh 
realise that the answering of questions does not depend, on the Parliamentan 
Secretaries or the Ministers alone. The information sought is to be collected 
and gathered and authoritative* information is to be given; and as soon a* 
this information is gathered information is given to the House. Not onl> 
that it is the general order that the legislative business particularly with 
regard to answering of questions will have to be given preference over all 
other business, unless of course there is anything emergent. 
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•Jr* SIHCH NAHAR: May I draw your attention, Sir, to the 

questions tW are outstanding concerning the Civil Supplies DepartmeutP 
1 49 questions outstanding and some are outstanding since 194,*!, 

|!M4, 194o— -so lou>r afro. The Miuwter-in-churge should try to answer at 
|,.,^t some of the questions. J 

The HOfl’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: It means that the question is 

sm h a nature that it involves certain information to he collected and that 
rtqj wires some time. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: \es, but there are questions which have been out- 
standing for a very long time, tor a number of years. 

The Hon’bl. Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: All right, Sir. I shall draw 

Ihe attention ot the lion hie Minister for Civil Supplies to this fact. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, permit me to mention nifother thing. 
II, ere are some questions concern, ng the Chief Minister's Department and 

" f "utstandiny from 194-1. Altogether there are .14 .p.estiona 

irol the < hief Minister couhl have answered them. I understand the Chief 
Minister has lour 1 arliamentary Secretaries to help him. It cannot lm 
uuucd hat lnlormation is he in- withered in all the eases. I siihmit that 
s tore these 1 arliamentary Secretaries, were appointed the question* were 
uns v v,""l more speedily. The Stun, In, - Orders are being disregarded 
*> ***** Lovernineut. 'I Ins is not at all creditable for the (lover,, meat. 

The Hon’hle Mr. FAZLUR RAGMAN: As I have already said ins true- 
inns will be issued loathe Departments eoneerned to expedite the answers 
n the questions which are long outstanding. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We now go Imek to the Bill, Mr. Sanyul. 


The Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Sir, 1 hog to move that after sub- 
lause („) ot clause 1 of the ill'll, the following sub-clause be added 
;"„cly:_ 

y) slli, ll <«nie into force on such date as may he notified after June, 

Kir, the reason for my moving this amendment is that the Britishers 
,,nv, ‘ « mM1 the dead line in dune, 1948, to quit India and the new (fovern- 
J lu>,, t ‘‘rented will certainly take at least one year to settle down. The opera- 
10,1 oi this Act is only possible after June, 1949, at the earliest. There 
he changes ot a lar-reaeliing efteet in the meantime. The whole plan 
I Ml may be upset and may have to he revised and thus there is no 

hurry. The Bill even *if is passed by the (nunci'l in this session will surely 
'*• ni the Assembly for a long time. # The cherished hope of seeing a staging 
I !l i walk-out. either in the ('mineil or in the Assembly and passing this lijf| 
V 11 ™* be a myth. Therefore the Bill will not emerge out of the 
legislature before 1948 or by the end of 1947. There are more important 
"mks involving the life and death which would certainly keep the ojieration 
the Act, in the background. My amendment is very simple and very 
f * j :isoiiable and it should be accepted by the House. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that after sub-clause (2) of 
‘ ause 1 of the Bill, the following sub-clause lie added, namely: 

BM9 ^ ^ s * la ^ ro ™ e * nto * orce ° n 8,,r ^ ^ ate aS Inaj * >e no ^ e< l a ^ r Juno, 

rpj dOCENDRA NATH RAY : I support this amendment. 

Ul » Bill seeks to introduce so momentous and far-reaching changes 4n the 
yr a! economy of Bengal that the Government should not hurry the Bill 
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through the Legislature arul proceed with legislative measures like the p r * 
went one, as partition of Bengal appears now to he an accomplished f u< ^ 
This is a very modest demand “that it shall come into force on such date ^ 
may he notified after June, 1949 . '* The passing of this Bill means tin 
thrusting of legacies of a partisan and communal ministry upon a 
administration that will come into existence in the western part of tli 
province. Great changes are 4Fgoing to happen in Bengal. * Why t 1 h r 
should he this eagerness on the part oi the Government to acquire lands n 
West Bengal? Why should they not wait at least till the day the Damodu 
Valley Project materialises and see how that scheme works. At least up in 
that day this Bill can wait. The Bill in question, if passed into law, wij 
deal a death blow to the entire middle class of the rural population wli 
invested capital in lands in the hope of getting profits thereof, from genera 
tion to generation irrespeetive of com muni ties. 1 appeal to the lion *1)1 
Minister to 'accept this amendment at least, ahd save the country and soviet 
from many untoward situations. Otherwise political and social reperni* 
sions on the province will he so tremendous that it will he very difficult t 
quell the situation afterwards. The immediate effect of the policy of tli 
communal ministry has already been disastrous for the province. Km 
action has its inevitable reaction. Our esteemed friend, the Leader of tli 
House, may have a Mid-summer Night’s Dream that he will crush “tli 
caste Hindu oligarchy” of West Bengal by this Bill, hut his dfeam will 1 
falsified. As I have already said, if the elementary rights of the poop! 
are sought to he taken away, “the caste, Hindu oligarchy” of West Bong 
will take this and consider this as a challenge and they know how to tat 
that challenge lying down 

Mr- PRESIDENT: Order, order, Rai Bahadur, J do not think it 
quite relevant to the amendment before the House. 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH RAY: lie has already said somethin 
and I am replying to that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 would advise you to leave that point out. Win 
the Bender of the House said yesterday was replied to h\ the Opposition win 
the Opposition got the chance. Now I do not think your observation is qml 
relevant to the motion before the House. 

Rai Bahadur JOCENDRA NATH RAY: Then 1 shall better sit dowr 

Mr. BUOY SINCH NAHAR: This is a very nice amendment that It; 
been put by our friend Mr. Chum Chandra Sanya] . We know that tli 
is not the right time to introduce this Bill and even when the Bill is passe 
into law this is not the time to put it into action. Now the v^hole of t! 
province is in turmoil. These Bills and liese improvements aimed at them 
are only possible when there is absolute peace when one can apply his mm 
to the improvements. And when the Government really gets help from Hi 
local people then and then only dmprovemenks of the country can he tak< 
in hand and done. Sir, we know that during the war period, in the pern' 
of turmoil there were Ordinances and there was one of the Ordinances, ; 
we know, to grow more food. By this Ordinance the Government could ha' 
taken various lands and could have consolidated them for the purpose < 
cultivation. There was the provision, hut the Government did not do an, 1 
thing at that time. Why? Though there was the power with the Goven 
merit why the Government could not improve the lands or did not go o 
with their Hellenic of “Grow More Food” in these parts which our Ministp 
in-charge now claim to he waste land and he has said that waste lands shoal 
not be allowed to lie wasN» any further. The reason is this that durin 
the war period, which was an abnormal period, no niprovement could real! 
lie effected, hut even <if Government wished to pass or actually passed 
measure like this at a time when the whffle nation was on a different aid' 
that is, was thinking of other things, and they cannot therefore apply the 
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mindf fo*fl^4mproTemeirts unfeattWe was peace in the country, it could 
not he enflfeced. We knowthat*it is absolutely impossiffe for Government 
or for tiw J>t»ple to apply their minds to anything for the improvements that 
haye been suggested in the “Bill and therefore ^the period after June 1949 
has be* rightly suggested in the amendment. We know that the Bfitiah 
Gover#meat have declaajhd that they are quitting India fc^June, 1948, 8hf 
we do 4oS[know what the fate of Bengal will be. It may be partitioned 
or i%ny partitioned* it may 'tie pakistaiHRcd or may not he pakistunised, 

or it may remain with theTndian Union. We may claim one thing but may 
get another. We do notjknow what is going to happen until a settlement 
tmally comes rnA It *ilr not he possible cither for this Government or for 
the people to make any such improvement as has been suggested in the Bill 
Therefore, it is most appropriate. (Interruptions.) You know it very well 
that this side di the House does not agree to its provisions, though it agrees 
with the princiid^of the Bill that waste lands should not he ‘allowed to lie 
waste because it is really waste of the weulth of the nation, hut in order 
to m^e these waste lands cultivable such a communal Bill should not be 
allowed to*oonip in in anj part of the province or in India or even in any 
other co%tftfy for that matter. . Thi* Bill has a motive behind it which we 
suspeVt and which will prevent the Bill from being worked. You will have 
to face §fcr%g opposition from different parts of this country specially from 
(hose parts where you want to introduce this Bill at the very beginning. So 
wf fill pfcbrt the amendment that the words should be added, so that no 
mischief cl# be done or even if it is tried to do mischief this will not create 
any further trouble in the minds of the people. Hence this addition should 
be made in this clause*. If after June, 1949, it is at all thought fit toiling 
this Bill into operation, it may la* done then, and not before. 


* With these words I support the amendment. 

* 

the Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I am glad that Mr. Nahar 
admits that lie accepts the principle that nn land should. be allowed to lie 
waste, as it will mean a waste of national wealth. That, Sir, -is the justi- 
fication as to why this Bill should be passed into law immediately, and 
waste lands should not be allowed to lie waste even for a moment, if 
possible. 


Sir, with regard to the question that Bengal may be partitioned or may 
not bfe partitioned, that is beside the point. The thing to be chiefly con- 
sidered is that it is a beneficial law, and that is why we are going to* place 
it on the statute book. If Bengal is going to be divided then the new 
Government will apply the law if it thinks fit. The new legislature may 
also amend it or repeal it even. But this does not mean that I am to 
accept position at the instance of the opposition that because there is an 
impending constitutional change all sorts of beneficial legislation should be 
stopped* for in that case the whole administration will come to a standstill. 
I cannot accept that position, and # therefore I oppose the amendment. 

Mr,* PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that after sub- 
clause (2) of clause 1 of the Bill, the following sub-clause Tie added, 
namely: — * 


“(3) It shall come into force on such date as may be notified after June. 
1949”. 

The motion was .put and a division taken with the follliring result : — 
* * AYES— II. 


Mr. uilt Chandra Dai* 

Mr. tankini Chandra Datta 


Mr. 

Rai 

Mr. 

kai 

37 


mu d 


Nad Ray % 


Mr. tirsn Ray 
Mr. Ritwanath Ray 
Mr. PaUram Ray 
Mr. Cliaru Chandra SanyN 
Mr. Satfeh Chandra Ran 

4‘ 
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Mr- AMuii*«l-MalHriflb 
UK. Nur Ahm«d 
Mr. ittfarucWfn Ahmed 

fWI Moiziem HdMPl Chowdhury 
Mr. Himidul Huq Chowdhury 
Mr. Byed Fazls Rabbi Chowdhury 
Mr. D. 4 . Cohan 
Mn. Labanyaprobha Dutta 
Mr. E. D. Ooyna 
Mr. A. M. Bhaboodul Haque 
Mr. Q. J. K. Hook 


NOEfc-JV* 
I nlB 


% 
r 

IB 

HosatiT 


Hagbls Mr. Saiyad Musznmuddm 


Mf. Latafat Hosaatn 
f Mr. Mobarak All Khan 
Mr. 8yad Abdul Majid 
rf Tha Hon’bleJSr, Tarak Nath AVIiBarjea 
* Khan Bahadir Ghyashuddhi #atiia»» 
Mj» Abdul Rathid 
Mr. AmutyB^^one Roy 
Mr. Md. fauna. 

Khan 8ahU$Mg£|M VBahldurzaman 
Haji Md. Yusuf, ^ 


Ayes being 11 and Noes 24, the motion was lost. 

Mr. PRESlDEilf : *The question before the House is thaf clause 1 stand 
part of the Bill. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I would ask you^whpther 4t is 
possible now to oppose the motion. Can I speak now? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You can oppose it by voting. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: I want to speak. I had amendment tp 
the effect "thut this clause be deleted. But you ruled that out pf ord^r., * « 

Mr. PftlSIDENT: Yes, that was a negative amendment aniTso <it was 
out of order. 

M* LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Very well, Sir. I bow to your ruling. 
But now you are putting the clause finally and I want to speak against the 
motion that this clause do not form part of the Bill and I snail briefly ai&1# 
% my reasons. ^ 

Mr. PRE8IDEHT: Mr. Das, our practice in this House has not been 
very consistent. Sometimes I find that amendments that a clause be deleted 
have been allowed ; sometimes such amendments have not been allowed, but 
I think that on principle amendments that a clause itself tie deleted should 
not be allowed. That ds really the practice. If it relates to the deletion 
of a sub-clause it is allowed but if. it relates to the deletion of the clause 
itself it is never allowed in the Parliament. As such your amendment 
No. 1 was out of order. But now as I have put the motion that clause 1 
stand part of the Bill you can speak on that. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Thank you, Sdr. I think, Sir, clause 1 
should not form part of the Bill. There is a law already in existence and 
that is the Land Acquisition Act of 1894. Sir, that Act is applicable to the 
whole of India That Act still holds the field. Sir, so far as this Bill is 
concerned, it is neither an amending Bill nor a repealing Bill. This Bill 
is not amending that Act of 1894 nor dots* it repeal that Act. So that Act 
remains in force. That Act remaining in force action could have been taken 
to acquire lands including waste lands and all other kinds of land under that 
Act and there is no bar to the authority of the Gorlrnment taking away the 
waste lands at proper market value and not for a mere song as you want to do 
under this Bill as laid down in clause 13. This is one ground why I am 
pleading that clause 1 of this Bill should be deleted altogether. Then, Sir, 
there is another reason why this clause should not form part of the Bill. It 
won't do for tire Minister in charge of the Bill ostrich-like to hide his head 
underneath the sand and refuse to semirings around. IPhe would see thing* 
around, he would find that many changes are ahead an&very great changes 
will take place in the course of a month. In4he course of a month, Sir, the 
Hon'ble the Bevnue Minister will be in a position to know where.he stands and 
where we stand. In the course of a month Wshall surelv know whether as a 
matter of fact he has got jurisdiction at all t^* frame this law and then to 
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apply dha^aw. And 1 “J* “ no very great urgency in the 

uult ter and the Hou We Minjter ha# not been able to shrfP any reason why 
tl«- BiH should be burned (Bough.- 4J1 that I say is (bat great rhauJea 
are abellHmd with in- tlm very montlrwe shall Jrnow where we stand and 
,!„ * 1 m i*t e r- 1 li-cha rge will be able to see wlittherJ^tas got anv 
bgislat^ever all the wastelands of Bengal partieuli^ofT^it^enga vjS-'* 
r" ahead « hen i sweeping changes are aheaT it is but mert 
a!1( l proper that the Hon ble Mnyster m charge of the Bill should have 
liaiieltre to wait and notify to fotee his Bill and extend it to the whole of 
Bengal. Sir, it is not an^urgent matter; it is not a measure that should 
he pushed trough ao^piie of the opposition of the vast majority of ths 
pe„ple affected in W Bengal ,n spite of the opposition of the non. 
Muslims of Bengal and therefore I submit that it should not be mads 
applicable at all to Bengal -unless things clear up wlucWwe hope, will bs 
made .dear in the course of a month. In view of the pnttition of Bengal 
and two ministries which are likely to come soon they will have no jurisdic- 
tion to formulate laws covering the whole of Bengal. With these words, 
Sn, I move that* the clause be deleted. 


Mr. EftE&f&ENT: Mr. Das, you eauot move that 

Mr. LAtXT CHANDRA DA8: All right, Sir 
oppose the* insertion of this clause in the Bill! 


the clause be deleted. 
With these words I 


Mr; ■tomftl KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, if we look at the Bill will ho 

Helmed to thank that apparently Its real object is to secure benefits for the 
jtoopie at large. On the principle of the Bill perhaps one would not find 
J,, .v ground to object to, but on a closer scrut«in\ it will be found tlm< 4 he 
iroverninent has been ill-advised to launch a B'ill ot this character which 
ls ^f reat magnitude and potency at this time in the country. It cannot be 
uenTefi-— and we must be frank that tile whole thing depends upon the method 
111 rlle BlB worked, is operated. And there is absolutely no doubt 

about the fact that there is mistrust in the country, people cannot believe 
in each other, so that whatever may be the avowed object of the Bill when 
n will be actually put in operation it will not be for the benefit of the 
pfuple 


Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY : Sir, is ii peimiseible on this 
luut mu to speak on the principle of the Bill? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: He is speaking on the clause itself. 

Mr. 4CAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Theie is mistiust at present and I 
li"pe and^elieve that it may he removed, otherwise a doleful history is 
"aitintf for the whole province of Bengal. And if theie is that mistrust 
ii: working out the Bill great mischief will be done, that is seihrtisly appre- 
hended by one section of the people of Bengal. The provisions of "the Bill 
afv s <»<‘h that if the machinery whieh is 40 work them out were inclined to 
v ' () rk mischief on one part of the people it could be easily done. That is 
" I say that this is not the time when this Bill should be enacted. If 
S( >me speedy remedy was aimed at it could be very easily provided by a 
diort amending Bill, amending the Land Acquisition Act. .But instead of 
hung so, a very elaborate Bill with elaborate provisions is being tried to be 
hi acted and that too at a time when every action of the present ministry is 
being looked upon with suspicion which is unfortunate but which is never- 
theless a fact. So it is not the proper time when this Bill should at all be 
converted into an Act and with these observations I would say that the 
administration, the ministry, would be well-advised not to press the passing 
<f t the Bill at the present stage. t Even if the Bill he passed in this House 
lt must go to the other House and then machinery has to he set up to work 
Ml t the Rill and even with the tfxmost expedition this Bill could not bo put 
111 to operation within two years and during this jieriod of two years the 
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whole history ofyitfclia may be chatgafl What is the good of*enacting a 
kw like that in these circumstances? A la#*of such magnitude and suck 
finportance should not be attempted*^ Be put on the legislative aijgj! of any 
country at a criticaljjeriod in the nistory of that country. TBS is, &ir i 
time, ^sucir B' law, the apparent object of which is tl$ benefit 
ot the commoif*|>eople — — 4 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May I just interrupt you for a minuted Those 
observations of yours should be reserved' for the "third reading. Hefe we 
are considering the motion that clause 1 stand part of the Bill. So your 
observations should be as far as possible relevant to that particular motion 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: If the clause is deleted then 
whether the Bill passed or not that is the question. 

Mr. KAmYnI KUMAR DUTTA: I am thankful to my friend for savin- 
that if this clause is deleted the rest of the Bill will not be concerned at 
all. I say that, the object for opposing this clause is that the Government 
would not press for the. passing of. the law and that would shut out all f Hi- 
ther discussion about the Bill. 

Mr. a. C. SEN: May I, Sir, say a few words? From the discussion 
that we are having now it appears that there is considerable amount of 
suspicion in the mind of the members of the Opposition and for that purpose 
a number of amendments have been put. 5 would ask whether a compromise 
is not possible in the matter, because I understand that on principle 
practically almost all sides agree that there are spine waste lands which 
should be put into cultivation and there are landless cultivators who should 
be provided with lands. So the principle is accepted. The question is that 
thete is certain suspicion, may be fair or may be unfair, whatever it may 
be and it is for that reason the Opposition is preventing the passage of this 
Bill. So under the circumstances is it possible for the Hon’ble Minister to 
have a discussion at this stage with the Opposition and to see which of the 
amendments should be eradicated and which of the amendments are to he 
accepted and thus the Bill may be enacted in a fa-ir way? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The suggestion of Mr. Sen, so far as I can make 
out, is that there should be a discussion between the Government and the 
Opposition so that they may come to an agreement as regards the amend- 
ments. But that <is a thing which must be left to the Opposition and the 
Minister in charge of the Bill. If there is a request from both sides, the 
Chair won’t stand in the way. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: I can only say that the Opposition 
is quite retfdy to meet the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge and try to find out it 
an agreement is possible. 

The Hon’ble Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I have no objection to sit 
with the Leader of the Opposition to find out if I can accept any of the 
amendments that may be put forward by them. With a view to this I 
feel that the House may be adjourned so that-we may sit immediately and 
find out if a compromise can be made. 

* Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: For how long the House will 
be adjourned ? 

The Hon’ble Mr* FAZLUR RAHMAN: For today so that we may h;"' s 
an hour’s discussion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May I have the views of the European Group P 

Mr. E. D. DOYNE: Yes, Sir, that is also our wew. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: In view of the suggestions mads by the Leader of 
the Opposition and agreed to by the Hon’ble Minister, I think I should 
adjourn the House now. 

The House stands adjourned till 1-30 p.m. tomorrow. 

Adjournment 

The Council then adjourned till 1-30 p.m. on Thursday, the 8th May, 
1947. 
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The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 7t 
May, 1947: — 

(1) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(2) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

(3) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Ohowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury. 

(6) Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

(7) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazl Ellahi. 

(8) The Hon ble Mr. Abdul Gofran. 

(9) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria. 

(10) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Sheikh Mahammad Jan. 

(11) Mr. Satish Chandra Jana. 

(>12) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(13) Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

(14) Mr. Nagendra Nath Mahalanabish. 

(15) Mr. George Morgan, c.l.E. 

(|16) Khan Bahadur Mukhleswar Rahman. 

(17) Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray. 

(18) Miss Ethel Robertson, c.s.P. 

(19) Dr. Kesiruddin Talukdar. 

(20) Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif Chaudhury. 

(21) Alhaj Yar Ali Khan. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 

'■ ‘ * 


First Session, 1947— No. 41. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of tljg* Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Thursday, 8th May, 1947, at 1-30 pin. being the 
4Nt day of #the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 62 (2)(a) of the 
ifovernment ofjjndia Act, 1935. 

Mr. Present ^he*Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.o.i.e.) wm 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Authority set up for the improvement of the Damodar river. 

125. Mr. B. K. ROY CHOWDHURY : Will the Hon ble Minister in 
marge of the Department, of Irrigation and Waterways be pleased to state — 

(«) what authority has been set up for the improvement of the Damodar 
river ; 

7 « 

(ft) what Provinces are represented on that authority; 

( c ) whether the Central Government is directly represented on the 
authority ; 

(<1 ) on what basis the financial responsibilities are to be allocated betvfeen* 
the different Governments represented on the authority; 

(e) whether any scheme has been formulated by the authority for the 
improvement of the river Damodar and the regulation of the 
Damodar floods ; and 

(/) if the Bengal Government have already speqt any amount on ik# 
working of any Damodar scheme under the auspices of the 
Damodar authority? j* 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION fnd 
WATERWAYS (The Hon’ble Mr. Tank Nath Mukherjea): Sir, I have 
not yet received the -proceedings of the meeting held in this connection at 
Now Delhi from thd Centre and unless I get that it will be indiscreet on 

]>art to answer this quesion. The printed reply is an ad interim reply 
and therefore I would request that this question may be held over. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA*: •Sir, «what about the other pending 
questions. There are too many questions which still remain to be un- 
in^weredP 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The questions which are ready are printed. Unless 
1 1»* replies to questions are ready they cannot be printed. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I request Government thrpugh you 
<" expedite the replies. There are many questions remaining unanswered. 

The Hon’bla Mr. SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Sir the 

r,,| iuest wag made onlv yesterday and one of our colleagues told the House 
fh.it he would inform the different Departments concerned to reply to the 
fending questions. . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Very well. Kindly try to expedite them. 
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Ac^ijsilfe^ oHWaMi Land Bill, 1947. 

.. **. r * P . R M 8, ? r EN T 1 : The% e ngrf Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 19. 
Hooking to the Hon ble Mr. FazlurRahman), could you come to anv an, 
ment with the Opposition? J ® e 

rtHMW.raU.UR RAHMAN: We could come to no a^ e 
ment. 1 he position is this that we^met yesterday and then the Leader 
the Opposition wanted to consult his party today. The Leader 
the Opporftwf-also said that unless the Leader of the Congress Party in tl 
Lower i to use' who as at present away from the city came back and nnle 
he and his party members in this House could meet the Leader of tl 
Congress Party in the Lower House and his party member* and discusse 
the matter with them with a view to arrive at a mutual unfljirstandin" 1 

"diri k " ,i 

1 “• * ““ -* 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DATTA: That is really the opinion of th 
]»arty to which I have the honour to belong. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Then shall we proceed with the Bill and the amend 
meim as they stand at present pending of course your discussing the matte 
with your party members and then contacting the Hon’ble Minister at tin 
earliest possible opportunity? 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DATTA: Yes. When the Leader of th, 
Congress Party 111 the Lower House is back in the City a joint in" o: 
the Congress Party members of both the Houses will be called «ad aftei 
(tmcwsing the whole matter between ourselves if we find arty useful puri.os, 
wilbl* served we will certainly contact the Hon 'ble Minister with a view t< 
arrive at an agreement. 

n *^* r *. AMU .LTADHONE ROY: Sir, what will be the position of the 
Opposition within tlws period of the truce between the Opposition and the 
(rovernment? 

X Mr- LALIT CHANDRA DAS: There is no question of any truce. 

#|MuAMULYADHONE ROY: In the meantime no amendments should 
f b&wiQwed to be moved by the Opposition. 

\r CHANDRA DA8: Is the honourable member (meaning 

Mr. Amulyadhone Roy) then suggesting an adjournment of the House? 
\Ve want to j?o on and finish the Bill. 

Mr. PR E8lb E NT: Order, order. Yesterday the* main olause was 
under discussion and Mr. Datta the Leader of the Opposition spoke on it. I 
now propose to put the clause to vote. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 1 
stand vpart of the Bill. 

The question was put and a division taken with the following result:— 

AYES— 17. 


•Mr. Abdulla-ai-Mahmud 
Mr. Nur Ahmed 
Mr. Sadaruddln Ahmad 
Ral Bahadur Ohirendralal Barua 
Mr. Moaxxom Hotam Chowdhury 
Mr. Syed'Failo Rabbi Chowdhury 
Mr. Yusuf All Chowdhury 
Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutta 
Mr. A. M. Shahoodul Haque 


The Hon’ble Mr. Salyed MuazxamuddJft 
Hosaln 

Mr. Latafat Hossahi 

Mr. Mobarak All Khan 

Mr. 8yed Abdul Majid 

The Hon’ble Mr. Taraknath Mukerfea 

Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan 

MY. Abdul Rashid % 

Mr. Amulyatttone Roy 
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lr. UlJt Chandra Das 
ir. Kamini Kumar Dutta 
ti Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra 
lr. Bijoy Singh Nahar 
ai Bahadur Jogondra Nath Roy 




2 r. Blwknatli Roy 
r. Patiram Roy 
Mr. Charu Chandra 8any 
Mr. 8atish Chandra Son 


wnwon son 

The Ayes being 17 and the Noes 9 the motion was agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 2 stand part of the Bill 
Mr. CHARtf CHANDRA SANYAL* q; r ri 

uuse (/) of ^2 of the Bill the following be wbstiS namely:- 1 ’* 

"(1) ‘Collector’' means the Collector of the district.” 

Sir, why a very responsible officer of the status' of „ c.lh, . i 
strict is necessary, because the work- inv..lv " • • J a C-ollector of a 

dis acres of land and distribution of more th in' bT j' on'" 11 <>f about 40 
n. The Collector has to work for the acqu i tin , of I XT TTT“ 
■ payment .1 Ik, He ha, 

' e <0 U 1 tlC f , ° tI,aw , ork done by the East India Company when one thir 1 of 
? population died of starvation and so one third of' tlu cultivated and 
.ame fallow and due to the neglect of the then existing waterways the 
ids continued l to remain fallow up to this date. The*e^ Collectors shall 
VC to deal with disputes regarding waste lands on an average I to » lakhs 
ol lands per district and these disputes involve intricate legal matters. 

"ms * Th^f*l^'ii < | ,nVer ? iU 'f " 'a 1 tbe b,ws ot thc * a,| d with all its implicu- 
r ' 1 . l fi lave to distribute an d pay money to the extent of Us 10 
. Iilk, s to th * 0 ) vners ot binds ]ier district of various descriptions mi 
apportionment of compensation is certainly a difficult task. It j * %,■ 
u euson that a man having perfect knowledge in the departments of 

ml is r ° f al V S ° r m *“* , laml acquisition and also in the laws of the 
1 ls , necessary to carry on these functions. The most intricate question 
!‘*t ."'11 eofm ' before these Collectors will lie the function of distribution 

u Wn'ev eVU i U i a V° n °ii lan<i ” aml especially the forest lands which have 
ilt I" . exempted from the operation of this Bill and these lands were neve» 
tr. f i\ laJ j e for instance the ease of standing sal forest in JalpaiguH! 
"tiicn Darjeeling district and Chittagong Division. One aero -nl trifilt 
'»ui JHI sol plants and the cost of each is not less than IN. .*>0 unj sol tof 
a value jj'iH come to IN. 10,000. Certainly it would be a big -Job la; 

oileeto^to value one acre of such land with the ‘damling sal at ttV 10 * 
r uere. Another jjjetance of fuel plants, namely, Mnluta. Jurul etc., 
a grow Batu rally Chittagong and Jalpuiguri Division^. Of 

0 se thesp are forest divisions. Each acre of those plants weigh nearly 

0 n ‘ a H*; The value is 11s. 4,000 at least. Is It nut a big job to 
luce tins value to Bs. 10? In the district of Darjeeling there are forests 
t rt cnarap, chiloni, Panisaj, etc., gro* abundantly. Thev are costlv 
nis no doubt. It certainly requires an experienced hand to fix the value 
suen lands -with the standing trees at Bs. 10 per acre! In the cas&*of 

1 , . grown all over Bengal, especially in the sandy tracts, namely 

1 and 8imuL which are required for making matches, it would be a 
cun job to value such lands containing those plants at Ks. 10 per acre * 

ere each single plant sells at Rs. 30-60 according to szie. In the case 
4 « e kmadarban forest areas and in respect of the mahogany jungles in 
■" 01 tile district of Nadia the question of compensation is likely to be an 
cate one. The Minister in charge is an East Bengal man. lie 
inly as aware of the tracts of land in East Bengal where shama grass 
8 an « sometimes constitutes the only fodder for the cattle. These 
are never cultivated. At present the price of cattle fodder is very 
* ouch lands fall under the term waste land. A very fertile brain is 
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certainly necessary to fix the ’'viltie of sudr lands at Bs. iff per acre. ^ 
stancser of like nature majjfe multiplied. The point is that a very intellU 
gent and experience officer is necessary to deal with such difficult problem 
Hence my amendment. I hope this will receive the support of the House. 

Mr. PR ESI DINT: Amendment moved that for sub-claus»«(I) of clau^ 
2 of the Bill the following be substituted, namely: — 

“(1) ‘Collector’ means the Collector of the district” . 

Mr. fcftHlT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. President, Sir , I rise to support 
the amendment which has been moved by my friend Mr. Sanval. It tile 
amendment is accepted it would read, Sir, “Collector means the Collector 
of the district”. As ath« sub-clause stands at present anyone can 1* 
appointed by the Government to do the duties imposed by tjbe Bill and iu> 
qualification has been 'given as to the kind of person the Government may 
authorise in this behalf for the purpose' of acquisition of the waste lands, 
That ifc not^t all desirable. We want that a very specific statement should 
be made by the Government with regard to the qualifications of the persous 
whom the Government may appoint for the purpose of discharging the 
duties imposed upon the Collector under this Bill. When Mr. Sanya! 
suggests that the Collector should mean the Collector of the district he i> 
on a very firm ground. Generally, the Collector are I.C.S. people o- 
senior members of the Bengal Civil Sevice gifted with high education and 
experience, and it is such persons who should be entrusted with the onerous 
duties which this law imposes. A glance at sections d, 4 and 5 of this Dill 
would convince any man that the Government should have been ven 
particular in stating the qualification of those whom they intend to appoint 
as Collectors to discharge the duties under the Bengal WastelanAApquisition 
Act. according to section d of the Bill there would be publication of 

a preliminary notification and that section also states the powers of t 
officers, etc., who issue such notification. Whenever it is decided by the 
Provincial Government that a certain piece of waste land should be acquired 
by the Government the first step that Government will take will be to ask 
the > Collector to give public notice of the fact that Government intend to 
acquire a certain quantity of land in such and such a district. The duty of 
the Collector would then be to cause public notice of the substanoe ef su<1j 
# off®Jation to be given at convenient places or near the land. That I take 
it is a simple matter, and perhaps it will be replied by the Government that 
a purpose any person can act, and he need not be a man with high 
qualification ft, but, Sir, that is not so. It will appear that the Collector. 
v who will do this work has been subsequently given the power to decide 
cemin^other things, which I shall relate presently. As soo*a as it b 
reported by his officers that such and such land will be required for public' 
purpose, lie will have the right and power to depute his servant# and work- 
men and other persons to enter and survey the land, even to go and dig and 
e\en l>ore into the land and do all other acts necessary for the ascertainment 
as to whether the land is adapted for a public purpose, namely, for the publu' 
purpose for which the Government intend to acquire the land. Then, Sir. 
the persons will also have the power to set out the boundaries of the land 
prflffe&d to be taken and the intended line of the work proposed to be made 
thereon, and so on and so forth. As soon as these preliminary works ai* 
MWb |oid all the reports reach him, the Collector will set them and sift ab 
ArifcjSr ns' reported by his workmen and servants who have gone into the 
laud and" will decide whether the land is actually fit for the purpose after 
hearing objections if any from the owner. As soon as that has oeen decided, 
he will draw up a report and seqd it up to the Provincial Government. Se 
the House will realise, this pate#? fact that this officer has been given at 
early stage the right of deciding whether the piece of land should be acquirfd 
or not. Section 5 will show that it •it' upon his report that the Provn^ 1 ®* 
Government will decide whether the * land should be acquired or n ° l * 
Generally, Sir, in the absence of any other evidence wijhen a report g 06 * 
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0 the Provincial Government under the hanVund seal of the ft.ll 
,p|iointed by that Gaverament that report is practically bound to be acted 
,,,011 and the result will be that the Provincial Government will order the 

■position oi the waste land in ouestion. So it ought to be aDDarent t« 
In* House that a person who should be appointed as Collector should be a 
*t> responsible person and not anybody and everybody whom Government 
ul y 1 hose and notify as Collector to discharge the duties under this Hill 
Vo want Sir, that the person should be no other than Ihe Co Hector of hi 
strict who is generally an I C.S or a senior B.O.S. officer with sufficient 
Mjerumee. The responsible duties that are laid upon the Collector are heavy 
„d the task of settling the compensation at the preliminary stage also lie's 
pou him He will decide what ought to be the^rice of a particular piece 
t land. Three categories have. been given for the purpose of ascertaining 
,e price oi land. In one category With respect to lands lying waste for over 
l) \ ears, as the Hon hie Minister told the House yesterday, the price has 
eeu fixed and there is no difficulty about it. Every one ran fix the price 
ml Government has fixed it at Its. 10 per acre. But for other two cate- 
ones the Collector has been given the discretion regarding the price to be 
a aided, Therefore I say that at the preliminan stage the Collector will 
M « ve 7 responsible person. It may very well be that in most, of the cases 
ie lands are not waste lands for over -U) years: it may very well be that it 
fallow but cultivable. So if the man appointed as Collector is a man of 
igh education and experience he is very likelv to have a sound discretion 

1 giving the compensation. But.-in case a man who is actually a follower 
the Ministry is appointed who knows the policy behind the Government 

ien his job will be to.please the Ministry and to expropriate tluUand and 
>t to gne proper compensation or a proper hearing to the owners* Avowing 
i use why the land in question should not be acquired. Therefore 1 urge 
at for the preliminary stage we should be careful to see that the Govern- 
ent appoint a competent officer for this purpose, and that such man should 
»t lie below the rank of a Collector of a district who is generally an l.C.S. 
u senior B.O.S. officer. With these words l support the amendment <fl my 
lend Mr. Sanyal. 


Mf, BIJOY SINGH NAHAR: Sir, I rise to support the amendment, 
oved by my friend Mr. (’liaru Chandra Sanyal. It is quite apprip^ate 
i the purpose of this Act that the Collector appointed for this purpose 
ould be Hie Collector of a district. If the person G Collector of a* district 
•u may take it that there would not be much trouble. The Work that lias 
en conferred upon the Collector to perform b\ this Bill is very onerous 

d requires to be done by a very efficient and experienced officer. H# has 

great responsibility to perform. He must have a good knowledge of the 
nl and ti the place. But the definition that has been given in this Bill 
the Collector which I am reading means practically nothing — ‘"Collector 
dudes any person” — no qualification has been given to the words — “any 
rson authorised by the Provincial Government”. This is the only qualifica- 
»u — person whoever he may be bfit if Me is authorised by the Provincial 
wernment, he is an able man and lie has been fd lowed to perform all the 
actions of the Collector under this Act. This is really a very badly dfffted 
lU8t *- Here it means that the Provincial Government may appoint any 
rson who is their favourite or whom they choose or whom the MinMnr 
K)Kes or who is selected by the Minister, may be appointed.' 1 nil 
a man who may not have any knowledge either of the land dr of the 

1( ‘ e * If such a man is appointed as Collector we do not know what would 

fhe fate of the people who are sufferers. My next point is that the person 
lst possess good knowledge of the law. 
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the Government sitting inWcourt of law imposing lump sum flues witho;* 
caring to go into the question as to why the accused, has been arrested. 
They do not practically ask as to what happened or why the charge 
been framed against an accused but fine person B$. 5 or Bs. 10 and the$» ( 
fines bring money to the cotiers of Government and Jibe Honorary 
Magistrates are given titles, etc. We have known many such persons, 
have seen many such oourts and we^have found that these people have u 0 
knowledge ©I law whatsfever. They have qot even eopnnonsense and what 
is ridiculous they are appointed as judicial officers o* executive officers. 
Government thought them to be competent simply because* they can dance 
attendance on the* wishes of the. Government but what as the fate of the 
people* generally. They s suffer. Therefor# < the Collector here must be 
4riei Magistrate and raustralso be impartial. He must have full knowledge 
of land systems. He must know the meaning of the different sections of 
the Act and how the sections will apply. If he is not competent he will 
flAfce.lriunders at every step and we have examples before us from the High 
Court to show* how the cases tried in the lower courts when they are taken 
Upton appeal, severe strictures are passed on th© trying Magistrates by the 
’High Court. So, if the Collector is incompetent there will aria© many 
troubles. The Collector must also have knowledge of the land. H# must. 
know r the procedure of land acquisition as liow r to acquire lands, what kind of 
land is called waste land, what is the general produce of the land, etc. The 
Collector wof ^district is conversant with the condition of the lands of tin* 
district and therefore he is the proper man to be appointed for this purpose 
lie is a man of the Government and h£ is the proper authority m these 
matters. If another man is appointed as Collector obviously there will he 
clashes in the sphere of their activities. Moreover, there will be double 
expenditure which nobody will like at the present moment considering the 
present financial position of the Government. The Government should no: 
•pend more on the new* staff for this purpose. After all, you are not goiim 
to ucquire lands for all time. It is for a short period. The Collector m 
the midst of his duties can find enough time to deal with all these matter.* 
and to acquire such lands or to do other things connected # with thi* 
acquisition only. The Collector is empowered only to deal with matters of 
acquisition and not w’ith the 'improvement of lands. No scheme has come 
’ H|JU before this House for the improvement of the land to do which realh 
you need efficient staff, experienced staff and a staff which has knowledfe 

of ^improving the land, but thus is only a matter of procedure where you 

require an officer of high rank and that officer should rightly be the Collector 
of Jhe district. Next Sir, it has not been mentioned anywhere in the 

definition, as has been put before the House, that “Collector” means the 

Collector of each district. It may so happen that the Government Bens’-'! 
or the Government of the time when appointing the authority uinv 
appoint one of their favoured gentlemen ; only one gentleman may 1# 
appointed as the Collector under this Bill for the whole of Bengal with 
headquarters at Calcutta to deal with th^e matters and he may be authorised 
to acquire lands in the different districts. This officer may be in Calcutta 
and nobody in the moffusil would be able to meet him and to make reprc* 
sentations, especially the poorer sections of the people in Bengal, the poor 
cultivators affected by the acquisition of their lands by Government. They 
cautiot go to Calcutta or to any other place where the Collector may move 
I6r his convenience and it will not be possible for the people to dance 
attendance on him day to day because the cases may be adjourned a number 
of times making it impossible for them to attend. There is also the power 
of the Collector to make the party present in his court when directed a* 1 " 
if for each such court different Collectors are not appointed there would be 
various troubles, trouble to those people for whom very strongly our Leader 
of the House advocated the other day, Sir, he wanted the poor people 
not to suffer; he advocated the cause of ^the poor peasants, the poor cult*' 
vators and so on and so forth, of Bengal. He felt so much for them but. 

Sir, he should also at the same time feel for the bad definition of 

» 
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‘ Collector” and demand that the Collector sbntld be the Collector of each 
^strict so that the people of those places mighl uot suffer, might not have 
to go to other districts or^other places. It may also be that in these hot days 
the Collector may like to go to Darjeeling and the poor people may be forced 
to spend money and to go to? Darjeeling, spending money after representations 
to the Collector regarding their lands. (Interruption.) We may do that; 
vou may afford to do that b\^t not others. So the appointment should be 
inade ddffcrentjy for each district, not one man for 3, 4 or 10 districts or 
for the whole of*T3engal. Therefore the Collector of the district who is 
already there is the proper person to be appointed as Collector for purposes 
of this Bill as well. The la'ai'point that, I would make Is that in the past 
we have found out that, at the time of making such responsibly appoint- 
ments, the present Ministry has made bungling. They have been charged 
with nepotism and jobbery. We know of cases’ where appointments have 
been made in the most improper manner where the person appointed is the 
most ‘inefficient who dpes not know his job — it may be he got the 4pp0$vt- 
ment because he was a relation of the favoured persons of the Ministry or 
was a relation of the Minister or Ministers or their henchmen and so he 
got the appointment. That should never be the case. We do not like that 
any Such appointment should be given to any and every person. And here 
there <is wide scope for such appointments, the scope is much greater in this 
Bill. The definition says “Collector” includes any person authorised by the 
Provincial Government, etc.” We know, Sir, to our cost how the Pro- 
vincial Government is being run and we do not like that thus House should 
give further power to the Government to have this sort of nepotism conti- 
nued. We know honfc this appointment will be made when this Bill d« 
passed into law. We know how the Government is going on merrily at 
die time of making the appointments and in other cognate matters. There 
ire already charges against the present Government substantiated by facts. 
There are persons who have been prosecuted for various things and thtv 
iave not only been prosecuted but also fined, and yet the Government still 
amt in ue,> to support them in various wa\s. So, Sir, the Government should 
:iot be given such general power but a restriction should be made on the 
jualffiebtions of the Collector that such and such should be the minimum 
{uulillftitioiis for a Collector and there will be no divergence of opinion 
hat the Collector of a district who is ruling the district should be unpointed 
or the purpose of acquiring any waste land and the ( olloctor will have the 
>ower of finding out whether such and .such a land is really for u public 
uirpose or the price going to be offered as really the proper price or what 
hould be the real compensation for the land, and so on and so forth. But 
it the Mine time he will have to satisfy himself whether the persons to 
rhoin ne # is going to pay compensation are really the persons affected and 
low apportionment is going to be made, and so on. Therefore I support 
he amendment that the Collector of a district should be the Collector under 
he Bill. 

Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta rosb to speak. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Don’t you think, Mr. Datta, that the matter has 
een sufficiently discussed now? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: I am afraid I was not here before 
his. Sir. I must apologise for my delay in coming but all the same I wash 
5 speak on this amendment. I shall however be very brief, in fact, shall 
°t speak more than, two minutes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: Sir, I do not think any amend- 
ment can be more modest than*the present amendment. All it means is 
»at the Collector should mean the Collector of the district. The duties 
od responsibilities under this Bill are very heavy and the Government should 
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not appoint any Tom, Dick^nd Harry to carry on these responsible duties 
and functions. Sir, what ham is there if % Collector of the District is given 
this duty? After all, we all know that the Colfedtbr has hot much to do at 
present. He (Collector) does'iofrdoWch ofcourtwor]^ which fire delegated to 
other subordinate officers who can discharge thfci*, hut in the cfse of a duty * 
or responsibility which is proposed to be given undeB*this IJffn, surely hV 
is the proper person. I do not thinly it requires any furHierJ elucidation *t<> 
establish that the result iHH* be disastrous If any pferSSnf other than the 
Collector is directed to caffry out 4hese variolis’ responsible Titles. Consider 
the case of the owners of land, the, "poor owners who may fiaS'e been in occu- 
pation of a particular piece of land' for generations, whose land&lYe going 
to be Jaken away from them by Virtue of the provisions of this Statute; 
jmm 1 heifeeltf that his land is being ptatiticfil If* robbed from him and that 
there irno justification for inclusion of his lands and that he has a strong 
case to feel forward and he understands that his Judge is the Collector of 
the 1 DiMptat-f^i man for whom lie had the highest regard and from whom lie 
could expect justice and fair play — he would feel har^f^but if an ortiimm 
individual who does not possess the necessary framing, expedience ami 
judgment cannot commend such sense of security and satisfaction j#P* should 
appoint such men on whom the people has confidence and these inpn Shoi$d 
be recruited from people of the rank of a Collector. - . ^ 

The |K)or victim will not be happy if he has to go before a man who has 
**n<J^ got the requisite training and experience to appreciate the view point 
of a tenant or a owner of the land whose land is proposed to be taken away 
I therefore say that it is a very modest amendment and I think Government 
would be well advised to accept it. # 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I cannot answer to the 
imagination of the Opposition because all those things which they have 
put forward have been put forward from their imagination and not from 
their experience. Therefore I refrain from replying to them. I would 
however refer to the expression of “Collector’ ’ as defined in the Bill. I 
may say that it has been exactly defined in the same terms as in the Laud 
Acquisition Act which is also intended for the acquisition of land 
is no less an important Act than this Act, and when no difficulty hasdbfeen 
experienced in the working of that Act, no difficulty is expected to* he 
experienced in this Act also. 

Mr. BIJOY SINGH NAHAR: On a point, of information, Sir. The 
Hou’ble Minister has mentioned that here in this Bill the definitions of 
“Collector” is the same as in the definition of the Land Acquisition Act. 
I have got a copy of the Land Acquisition Act and in the definition, t here if 
says “Collector” means Collector of a district and not as he was sailing ju-t 
now. Sir, the Hon’ble Minister is misrepresenting^the whole thing — 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, he has accepted our amendment. 
The motion is carried. * 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Let me have the Act. According to 
the Land Acquisition Act the definition of “Collector” means “Collector of 
a district and includes a Deputy Commissioner and any officer specially 
appointed by the local Government to perform the functions of a Collector 
under this Act”. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, I am glad that you have 
read the whole definition. I aui really sorry, Sir, that an honourable 
member of this House by reading^ portion of the definition was trying to 
mislead the House. This is very regrettable. Sir, I oppose the amendment. 

Mr. 1IJOY 8INCH NAHAR: On a point of explanation, Sir. The 
Hon’ble Minister has stated that the definition provided in this Bill is just 
the definition given in the Land Acquisition Act. But as you have seem 
it is not. 
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Mr . PREM91NT: Order, order. In the language of George Elliott, 
the famous novelist, you are botl* right and both wrong. 

The quesjkii® before {he House is that lor sub-clause (/) of clause 2 of 
the Bill the following tie substituted, namely; — 

* 0) ‘CoIhSktor’ means the Collector of the district”. 

Tjie mottol* faas-put and a (fivision taken with the following result: — 


% ’ 

Mr. LalitXIiandNfOss 

Mr. BanMna Chandra Oatta 

Mr. E. D. Boyne 

Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta 

Mr. G. J. K. Hook 

Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra 


AYEB-tl. 


W. Bijoy Singh N**ar 
, Rai Bahadur Jogandra Nath Roy 
Mr. Biswanath Roy 

Mr. Patiram Roy v «►* 

Mr. Birendra Kithore Roy Chowtfhury 
Mr. Charu Chandra 8anyal 


NOES — 23. 




Mr. AMulla-al-MahmuC* ^ 

Mr. Nur Ahmad 5* 

Mr. S^Mtfimddjn Ahmed 

R$l Bahadur Dhirandra Lai Barua 

Mt Rea Middin Bhulya 

Mr. Moazzem Hoetain Qhawdhury 

Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdfltiry 

Mr. 8yed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury 

Mr. Yuiuf All Chowdhury 

Mr. D. J. Cohen 

Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutta 

The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran 


Khan Bahadur A. M. Shahoodul Haq 
The Hon’ble Mr. 8a(yed Muazzamuddtn 
Hotain ** 

Mr. Latafat Hoisain 
Mr. Mobarak All Khan 
Mr. 8yed Abdul Majid 
The Hon'ble Mr. Tarak Nath Muktrjea 
Khan Bahadur Ghyatuddln Pathan . „ 

Mr. Abdul Rashid 
Mr. Amulydhone Roy 
Khan Sahib Maulvi Wahlduzzaman 
Haji Md. Yusuf 


The Ayes being 12 and the Noes 2d the amendment was lost. 


Mr. ERIC DERMOT DOYNE: Mr. President, Sir, I beg to move that 
m sub-clause (7) of clause 2 of the Bill, after the words “any person” in 
line 1 , the words “not below the rank of a Deputy Collector” be inserted. 

Sir, I siucerely hope that the various amendments to the Bill standing 
m wall have the support of this House for if not it is doubtful 

bethel* any person however great his experience and however senior his 
iaqjx can hope to interpret this Bill if and when it becomes law in an 
'*|uitable manner and dn the interests of both of Government and the owner. 

In order to demonstrate the importance of this amendment 1 find it 
necessary briefly to review certain of the functions of the Collector and I 
• ran# you^ indulgence, Sir, if thereby I appear to deal with matters which 
it mighfMbc argued are not strictly connected with this particular 
-intendment. 

In tlie first place, Sir, I would refer to clause 17 and Clauses 17A to 17J, 
diatuuighty monument to the labours of the Select Committee. 

These 11 clauses consisting of no less than 900 words were substituted 
iflfcthe original clause 17 consisting of ^ist 06 words. 

If Would be natural A to assume that as a result of these very large addi- 
tions to a Bill whdcli in some respects it might be argued is already too 
lengthy and which have been inserted presumbly with the intention of 
Garffying the procedure conveying a reference to the courts all the chief 
points likely to be at 'issue would have been covered. 

But, Sir, this is not at all the case. In ray opinion the most unsatis- 
factory point in the A ,whole Bill with possible exception of what I may call 
the miserable rates proposed for compensation to which I shall refer later is 

grossly inadequate definition of “waste land”. 

Not only is the definition far too narrow but it is likely even if amended' 
b> be most controversial. It is surely therefore not unreasonable to asstim* 
that the Select Committee when going to such trouble to redraft clauae 17 
and those that follow and did it at such length would have provided for ih» 
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most probable bone of contention. Not a bit, Sir. It bas been tsompletely 
ignored and there is neither provision for reference to the courts nor eveu 
to arbitration. What, Sir, is the procedure? As I see it the first step [ A 
for the Provincial Government, without teaettHing the owner, to publish 
q notification to the effect land if, needed or is likely to be 
needed for a public purpose; Thereaf ter^thf 1**3 QM* be entered and des* 
poiled by digging of trenches, borihg^L h*h» iJtLttihfdown of fencaiw etc., 
and if ab a result of such survey it viSilfd uafc fe^icquife the Ians!* the 
owner has no right of damajjjw \gada»^ fc <ho Government: matter triiat 
harm they may \aye done to h^ptf p lf ty . Vi# 4he .fcaad/'of the Land 
jfUquisition Act, however, damages claimed and I cannot see why 

this has been left out in this particular Bill. If it is decided to acquire the 
land the owner at last is granted the right to lodge an appeal to the Collector 
who in his turn after hearing the appeal refers the case to the Provincial 
Government fpr their decision which Sir, •hall be final. There is no right of 
appeal to arbitration or to the courts, and If make particularly sure that 
no owner gets any remedy from the courts, a special clause, clause No. 18, 
has been introduced securely to bar the door. In fact,-* Sir, tif Ifyavinciai 
^Government is both a party to the case and its judge. S!t; f jjirleoqrts of 
law in any country are established so that each and every individual miay have 
the right, and we who support democracy claim that every individual mtf&t 
have the right, to submit his grievances to an independent authority for a 
fair and unprejudiced verdict. Why, sir, then is the Provincial Government 
and their nominee the Collector to be the sole judges in this matter and why. 
Sir, is the right of appeal to the courts to be denied to the owner of the land? 
In the courts, Sir, a suppliant has the right of appeal to the highest court 
in the land but not so in this case — his only appeal can be to a prejudiced 
party and lie has no right of appeal from the decision of this party. If this 
were a minor point or if an application to the courts was permissible it 
might not be of such importance, but as I have already said the question of 
whether or not a piece of land is “waste land” is likely to be most contro- 
versial. Now, Sir, how does the Bill define ‘‘waste land”? Briefly, ami 
subject to certain exceptions as ‘land which has been lying uncultivated 
since before 81st January 1947.’ In other words, Sir, it is presumed by 
those who drafted the Bill that all land is agricultural land, ‘cultivated’ and 
‘uncultivated’ are agricultural terms and are applicable to agricultural land 
and agricultural land alone. As I see it, land forming part of the premises 
whether contained within or immediately surrounding factories, institutes, 
hospitals, colleges, schools, public buildings, etc., together with all playing 
fields, football pitches, .cricket grounds, tennis courts, grazing pastures, 
can all he described as waste land unless such land is actually Cultivated 
or has buildings thereon. 

Equally lapd acquired or held on lease after 31st January, 194J, ^ 
liable to be acquired as waste land even if there is every intention to erect 
factories or other buildings thereon but sych work, as at present, is so often 
unfortunately the ease, is held up oWing to difficulty in obtaining materials. 

Is it the serious intention of Government thrtnJjgh their definition of 
waste land 4o make liable to acquisition if Government and their nominee 
th# Collector see fit, all land contained within or surrounding and forming 
part of the property of hospital factories, institutes, colleges, schools, 
public buildings, etc., not to mention recreation grounds, grazing pastures 
•and land acquired or leased after 31st January, 1947, for bona Me purposes 
•and after such acquisition against jyhich there is no appeal to compensate 
$he owners at the ridiculously low rates laid down in clause 13. 

I realise that this Bill does not apply to Calcutta and other muni- 
cipalities and also that under clause 2 land acquired or held prior to 31st 
January, 1947 for industrial or building purposes is exempt but there are 
many hospitals, factories, institutes, colleges, schools, public buildings, 
recreation grounds and grazing pastures outside such limits whilst whether 
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or not a particular piece of land is being held in its entirety for industrial 
or building purposes is likely to be very controversial and if the Provincial 
Oovernment ,» thair capacity as judge require such land, the owner cannot 
expect a liberal lnterpretat^dlfc’Of this clause. * 

Sit, I sia^ely ^mister and this House w$l 

agree and /insist, - *’ ' - T • - - - - ** 

tha^ fliat af present 
in WSrard to w 


and this H( 

09 a^ider and fairer definition of wi 
^*5$. ®H1 uud also agree to a : 


T L J » Tfw ucnumuu m waste land 

will a ^ so agree to a reference 

and* following*;”** ' C< * urts in tenns of clause 17 

1 r 3^1"^ fc- J j,"- ^0" V*’ : 

Whatever tfe ultimate ■dee'i«taT*f .'t6s\lIouse on this vexed question *f 
the definition of waste land this particular part of the duties of the Collector 
rails for the services of an experienced and high ranking man. 

I now turn to the othdr in$pn duty of the Collector which is to assess 
compensation and in such assessment to be guided by clause 18. 

We are advised ^hat the Bill lias been introduced because the machinery 
ol the LuadL Acquisition Act, 1894, is too .slow and too cumbersome. This 
nia\ or< n^a npt be so, but I am prepared to accept Government's view, Tfc*/ 
J.and Awimsition Act, has, however been in force for more than 50 years 
mid clauses have been tested time and again in the Courts. 


In such circumstances in framing this new Act we should surely avail 
ourselves whenever possible of the well tried clauses of the Land Acquisition 
A<*t except d n so far as they jfre likely seriously to retard the process of 
inquisition. 

I note, however, that no attempt bus been made to take advantage of 
the provisions of the Land Acquisition Act in regard to compensation. Is it 
Government s intention not only to get the land quickly hut also at a price 
I.ir helow its market value. It is the usual practice in commercial circles 
t" pay a little more than the market price if you want something quickly but 
tievernn^ent have apparently adopted the opposite course, which is no doubt 
'cry attractive to them but manifestly unfair to the owner. 

Surfly, JSir, Government should be satisfied if they jjet the land quickly 
and should be prepared to accept as the basis for compensation the relative 
clauses, us far as applicable, in the Land Acquisition Act of 1894. 


It t his proposal is unacceptable then let us refer to the Defence of India 
Act and in^particular those clauses covering the acquisition of land. 

t The * Defence of India Act was introduced to cover an emergency ami 
to enable rapid action to be taken, and this I gather is also the reason for 
the intiSdtiction of the Bill. 

Later, I shall be moving an amendment to substitute f new clause 13 
mid my clause is taken in ioto from the Defence of India Rules. 

My party, Sir, accept Government’? assurance that a Waste Lands Bill 
ls necessary and havosofer supported Government in regard to this Bill. We 
can, however, only continue this support if it is amended so as to ensure 
that a fair and comprehensive piece of legislation and one of which 
lb>use can be proud, is placed on the Statute Book. 

In order to achieve this we maintain in brief: — 

(1) That when a reference is made to the Courts it shall he to the 

Court of'fio one less than a Subordinate Judge. 

(2) That the definition of Waste Lands shall be broadened to cover Only 

land unused for any purpose and also any dispute in regard to 

• whether land is or npt waste shall be referred to the Courts. 

**r. PRESIDENT! Order, order. Mr. Doyne, are your suggestions 
L luite pertinent to the motion before the House? 
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Mr. E. 0. DOYNE: Sir, I am trying to point ont thp duties ^Eth which 
the Collector might be confronted. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: All ri^ht, finish it. 

’i Mr. £• D. DOYNE: (3) Tlifct the compensation clause shall be revised 
so that it is fixed either by agreement y by arbitration and is baped as far as 
practicable 6n sub-section (1) of section* 28 of the tiarid Acquisition Act, 
1894. - ' V' _. ** 


That no person below the rank oi Deputy Collector shall be authorise] 
wjthe Provincial Government to perform the functions of Collector under 
this Act. - 

' Ic regard to this final point the proposed responsibilities and authority 
>f the Col^tdrtre such that it -is essential that his status should be specified 
md that he should be a person of senior rank... 

% With these words, $ir, I move my amendment. 


* Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in sub-clause (1) of chime 
the Bill, after the words “any person” in lined, the words “not below 
the rank of a Deputy Collector” be inserted. ^ 


Mr. LALIT CHNDRA DA8: Sir, I rise to support the amendment 
nurved by my friend Mr. Dovne which 'is to the piect that after the words 
"afcy person” in line 1, the words “not below the rank of a peputy 
Collector” be inserted. Now, Sir, if these* words are inserted it will read 
“Collector includes any person not below the rank of a Deputy Collector 
authorised by the Provincial Government to perform all or any of the func- 
tions,^ a Collector under this Act. Sir, Mr. Fazlur Rahman, the Minister 
in-charge pf this Bill, waxed eloquenfowhen we were moving our amendment' 
regarding the meaning of the word “Collector” and told us that he took the 
definition from the Land Acquisition Act of 1894 and he Was bewildered 
when it was shown to him that it was not so put in the Bill Und after con- 
sultation with the officer he came back and out of indignation uttered sonic 
words the meaning of which he perhaps himself did not follow 
Sir, in the jjefininon there in the Lund Acquisition Act, 1894, it. ip 'quite 
clear I hat no person below’ the rank of a Deputy Collector should be 
appointed. We find that the authors of the Land Acquisition^ jket were 
thoroughly honest. They were very anxious that proper persons should be 
invested with the power for the purpose of discharging the very onerous 
(luties imposed on them by the Act but here what do we fipdfi^ The same 
altempt as we find the Ministry is doing all these ten years*, Thtfre have 
ITatm free distribution of patronage as of permits for the controlled' articles 
.contracts and .other things simply for the purpose of giving mort jlatronage 
to the supporters. the supports of the Muslim League party and herfrin 
this Bilfljo^a^reat loophotfis kept open in the definition of “Collector’ 
to extend jobberies. ~ r * 

ThrHoyinWa Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: S i r ,eypiy^im <£i f you allow the 
honourable member to say this that because *£\IM doing 

this-or dflt|g’ikat they should not be trysteiDwith power a&ktogpmSe other 
fltl<*jatioiis it will be rather boring to th£ House* a ml J^fien the 

honourable the mover of the .gi&endmeiit said that beesuj&^ucJJ. and such 
enorous duties will have to be performed bv the Collector a* reeppb&ible officer 
should he appointed aB Collector, I could understand that£ancf that was 
relevant. But. this honourable member every tiipe says that this Govern- 
ment cannot be trusted not on one^ occasion but on every occasion he speak * 
on the amend rtientsV If this sort of argument as allowed to ^repeated 
then—. * * C 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I appreciate what the Hon’ble Minister savs that 
you should rather confine yourself to the merits ole your case and these 
omnibus arguments, — that you have no confidence in the Government or the 
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< ;overnmea * %communal , you have already advanced in connection with th# 
discuasio^onpfce general principles of the Bill, So it is better that you do 
not repeat wtle arguments every time; it does not improve your case very 
much. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I would like to impress upon this Houle 
how thdngs are kept open for the purpose of free distribution of patronage 
amongst the Government s followers and if they &ct in, a manner that their 
ronduct is liable to criticism they should not flare up; they must be patient * 
mid they should have the .skin of a rhinoceros in order to bear the crif&oisms * 
offered here. The past conduct of the Ministry shows that, as a matbu^of * 
fact, they have been guilty of uufair distribution of .their favoux# to their 
followers and to do the same here^he definition of “Collector” in this Bill * 
lias been kept wide open. There~is every room for the Ministry to dtstsibiite 
their patronage to whomsoever *they * please. Sir, here ‘inlaid that 
“(killector” includes, any person authorised liv the Provincial Government 
to perform all or any of the functions of a Collector under this Act. Them* 
are several persons of the Muslim League Party Vho are supporting this 
Government and keeping this Government in power which party bus gotlha 
poWer also to throw out, at any moment, this Ministry. It mav very'lfell 
hK according to the definition given in the Bill of “Collector”, that this 
Ministry for the^purpose of keeping itself in power will so exercise their 
power, will st> interpret the definition to accommodate their own followers 
in support of this Goyerjiment by distributing favours to them. l/W 
entitled to pass this criticism because the definition gives loopholes forHhe 
purpose of extending their patibnage to their followers. Therefore if really 
mv friend would prove, would stand by bis own declaration made just now. 
nmnely, that this definition followed the definition *of the “ Col lector ’ 1 os 
given in the Land Acquisition Act of 1894 lie ought to have the ^honesty 
fo accept this amendment which is before the House for if this amendment 
is accepted it will put a brake upon the Government and they will not 
able tt> appoint anyone and everyone to the post because the standard is 
•fixed in this amendment and it is the duty of the House to fix the standard 
below which the Government cannot go in the matter of such appointments. 
The fixing of* such a minimum standard is necessary ajl the. more because 
the fMpt odfidSet of the Ministry will show that they are capable of misusing 
their poWer and distributing patronage to their favourites. Now, Sir, a 
De p u ty; Dpi 1 ec tor is appointed conditional upon his possessing certain quali- 
fications and those qualifications have been determined by the Government. 

As th* definition o$ “Collector 1 ’ stands at present anyone even without the 
reijuisito^jitAlifiCfttions and without any experience can be appointed to the 
ifHhe Ministry so wishes it to be done and so this House insists tEat 
“Collector” ft^r purposes of this Bill should not be any person lesser in rc(|i&^ 
than a^)#puty Collator. *The Minister, -if he means business, if he means 
honesty of purpose, if he means honestly tp carry out thi wishes of the 
House and the provisions of the Bill may getAip and say fRa|ifH.ficcept 9 the 
^lnendmeuA IuSb he stood upland id, “I "accept the^ amendment”? 
After the fcl§ratiMk#hfch he made previously that the definition made 
herein is the same as*Jhtf#«nade in the Land Acquisition-Act and we painted 
mititwgfi ifot.siM^wsp'the^uty of the Minister to accept tifte|Q»en<bneat 
because <Ms aftfendment aims at the definition of “Collector’ r, %ore of lots * 
0,1 the tie definition given in the Land Acquisition Act of 

1894.* • *. , 4 .* C* 

, Sir, wl chjnot like that any person should be authorise! 5 % the PrOvin- 
^ial Government to .perform the functions of the Collector under this- Bill. 

I llhva already pointed;*mt how the duties of the Collector are very 
important* how verf^ onerous and fcpw very responsible. Only responsible 
officers should be appointed for this Work and therefore we must insist that 
no person Mow the rank : of Dsputy Collectors should be declared a Collector 
under this Act. W|fch these words I support the Amendment. 
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Mfi KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, I would |ike to t jTow, Sir 
in supporting this amendment I would like ft bring to the notice of the 
Mouse one important fact. The powers under this special Act/ the powm 
whiuli the Collector will exercise and the functions which he 
lias been authorised to perform under the ’Jlrovisione* of this Bill 
ate very extensive. Apparently an officer with previous experience' of the 
work should be appointed for the purpose. Certainly I would not say that 
in all Acts in which f^ny l&ty has been 'entrusted to the Collector to perform 
k' : t^e poiror of delegation Aas* not been given him. Not only in the Land 
Acquisition Act but in Survey Act and almost in all the Acts arid 
^i^Jsutatian# relating to lind, thire is that saving clause thaf iQeputy 
£orwtOr$ liny also bo entrusted with the authority to perform the Collee- 
> forVftmctifcs, Jjerapsrihe Collector of the district has so many things to do 
ihay*not ItWfctys be possible for him to look into the functioning ot 
a partial m Act. k So I do not say fhajhonly the Collector c& the district should 
be the peifcmt entrusted with thi# function. Certainly in all previous Acts 
v #id reg«l$tioaa .also the Deputy Collectors or other persons particularly 
competent for tlie^pumbse have been given authority and functions of the 
Collector for that particular regulation or provision. If one would scruti- 
niih the duties which a Collector has to do under this Aot, first of all he 
would h#ve to look to clause 4 , where it would appear that the Collector 
hav«‘!Jfeett given the power where objection to the acquisition has been given 
to XVp(%f* gbout it to the Provincial Government It is a very important 
fbnewon aii(l it would appear that this clause is a very wide one. He would 
liuvet$ decide objections of various chftrut ters and certainly it would fequiu; 
officers of Sufficient experience to decide th6‘ objections arising' out of this 
proposed acquisition . And then he has the further important function of 
making an award regarding the compensation. And 1 in connection with 
objections ke can refer the matter to the court. 8p it wouhl appear that 'in 
I Ins special Act where the Slate is taking special greater powers for th<* 
-acquisition of waste lands and specal ])owers not only ifi reetpecN; of a aequi>]- 
tion but also for assessing compensation awardable with regard to them, 
utmost precaution should be taken in appointing such an officer. It may 
be sand that Government would certainly look into this and I hope and 
believe that Qdvernttieiit will as a matter of fact look and have regard to 
this .namely, 4&8t this work is efficiently done, but at the same lime it is the 
duty of Government to convince the people that Government in taking* action 
uniter this Act have considered the matter quite thoroughly, but they should 
also circumscribe the limits within which the appointment should be made. 

llottlly that would remove all possible suspicion in the toind of the public. 
It would be for the benefit of the Government that just when the State 
is .going to take power for the appointment of the Collector they ought to 
li^p'ihat dncomuetent person is not appointed and looking to the duties to be 
performed by the Collector I think persons who have got some experience and 
(*ducat ion would be the best competent person. If a person from another 
department of Government wher has no previous expe**ei*oe of work like 
this is appointed* ^lth^Ugh ke may beevery honest, he may he etbi#wi§e very 
good, he nMlV not be fcble to do the work efficiently; He* may be quite 
h await but &tfll he may fail to discharge the functiem-ably and efficiently. 
But if tkii amiStoBtaefct ip accented that would Certainly remowe all possible 
suspicion from thh uamdef the petfpletf hem the State inteads to serve* If 
they circumscribe the limit and provide thaf he will not bfc am officer below 
tli# Jink of Deputy Col!eoto*-»-thfct tlie minimum qualification of this offiegr 
would be that id^Deputy Collector— that would remove all suapiPiwft from 
tfce*mrod of the public. I may eay v that this amendment is very fair and 
as tcT the complexion or dblou* oftlm law it is the prime 
dbty of lfce v aumin{fltfft6mi to see that all their work* should be -done not 
only honestly but should be done in ar*fay which: will convince the people 
that they are^wi^tWwmr^^ ' Si l. think this amendment should 
be accepted by Ctetefnmept,- because I cannot believe that any one below the 
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rank ° f . Col k ctur :sfc»uld be really entrusted with the onerous dutv 1 

„f <1 ec i d 1 np>S hjMjues tion winch would < ome before him when this Act trouli 
be j>ut intft opAjtion It is 'impossible to conceive that anv officer below 
rhe rank of Deputy Collector would be competent, to discharge these duties 
An officer of higher gradcrtnay be appointed if the amendment is accent^ 
'This amedment « very w.de. It only limits the minimum qualified of ; 
,l,e Collector. It simply says-not below the n>4 of Deputy Collector* 1 I 
have experience ^of ltevenu^ Officers and who theatre deputed to do s/eoial 
work and as far as I have seen that when the duties <jf a Collector is debated. '- 

» "i rjif" ‘1 ins* ark. »w «*• * 


„U » re. Iv lo be <,,„r«l,-d l„r tU Ira.lii „i M tl». 

people 1 think OoVtenment in working .out the bill aU ought tu lifnkoV 
provision. winch wouid categunr.l against any 4l>»se of the pr,jri»i«i,s of tlm' 
‘‘Hi- .. * ' .<p I . "p •' & 

Mr. 0ANKMI CHANDRA DUTT! Sir, l'su W ,ort the amendment 
ihly moved by my friend Mr. Doyne. T think lie hah Uuid the deadline th« ' 
ti reduceble minimum gualification for the appointment of this officer A 
person below the rank of a Deputy Collector—, if such a person i« appointed 
1 do not know if any person cun be left out. Any individual ean be hrSmrbt 
\nthin tins category. A man in the service of the Government in wy. 
i.dmmstrative department may be thought as the bed person according to 
lionq’nme^ to discharge th<‘ serous responsibilities under the BjU. 1 
Xo limit has been laid down, no qualification has been given or suggested 
in enable to hold the (tfliee — perhaps Ins onl\ qualification i — it he is in the 
ood bpoks of the league. ^ .Now, sir, after t li i ■*» . if the Opposition aocusi's 
Aiinistn of b&d # motive, evil designs behind the Hi 1 1^ Nit flfon’ldtf 


he - 


Minister should' not get untaied or get annoyed and take exception to our 
neusatioTis which, ii 1 may say so. t lit* roiiru himself or his legislation 
uurK Sir, my friend Mr. Doyne has [dared a catalogue of duties, onerous 
tutie> and functions which this partiiulai peison would June to pertorm-AH 
he discharge of his multitarious duties as laid down in this and th^n- 

'ill be, I. am sure, occasions when m the absence ot the* traiittpg, the eduea- 
mn and the necessary judgement which ordinarily would he required 
lea ling with canes under the Hill there will be failure of justice, and brilwry 
ind corruption could be rampant — and Go\ eminent will ha\e to hang down 
Ks head in shaipe* They may have to repent for their selections. So, I 
hmild advise Gorermrient to accept the minimum qualification suggested by 
dr. Doyne and accept the amendment. 


The tyon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, bv this amendment they^ 
ueiuimg of the Collector has been suggested to be restricted add we cannot 
>(, apt the amendment, for the simple reason that it will lead to adtninistra- 
1V « difficulties, Jhitfe will not be enough Deputy Magistrates ami the 
'itiea and fattotiofta of the Govewimenfc of 'th« presofl^duy Jiavo increased 
" much that it is nqt possible to confirm these appointments tp Depyty 
Magistrates only and then there ip no justification for doing lo. because in r 
ast experience shows thgt these functions hpvp tee* t$Xj: tpU dioeha^ied*’ 
y the ^ubiDeputy Collectors or Sub-Deputy Magistrates Daring the war 
e haye seah toot wnder the Defence of India Act, lands and buildings were 
eqtyisitioAtd and their Compensations assessed and these works were dpne 
7 tbe Siin-Dqputy Collectors and no difficulty wa* experienced* Biwilaiiy^ 
^der the Land Acquisition Act tyhere very, onerous duties have to fcf par** 
armed > these Sub-Depnt^ -Collectors also work there, Theao *fiub- Deputy* 
Electors are also very experienced officers and they know' the Ian dfystem*' 
er y thoroughly as they have to work a* Assistant Settlement Officers in the* 
ginning and, also as Land 'AegTiisitien Collectors thay nc^uire experience 
nd always they hare been functioning and discharging their yroric of such 
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■ nature imposed under the Land Acquisition Act. I do not see therefore 
how it is necessary that the definition should %e confined to Deputy 
Magistrates. 

« Now, with regard to the question of suspicion that has been raised bv 
Mr. Datta, the Leader of the Opposition, the suspicion can be disarm t4 
-oi^ly.by withdrawing the Bill but even if we withdraw the Biti they wilF 
aay ty&t thgre must be some motive ]*ehind our withdrawing the Bill. air. 
Bijoy Singh Nahar; Nq, no, we won t sav *that if you withdraw tlu* 
Bill)! * - * 

Therefore 4here canibe no reply to the suspicious arguments which are 
So often put forward arid with so much labour by the Oppositiofi. To that 
ther& can i>e no repljf if their arguments are based on mere suspicion. This 
ministry is £ ^popular Ministry.,* (Cries of Question from tha Opppsitiou 
Benches.) It*«fne verdict of the country that has brought uainto existence 
and we &re iiwlMfice on the votes of the people, Government cannot 
accept the position of the Opposition that by Government putting forward 
^this measure they will not inspire the confidence of the people but wall arouse 
their suspicion. I cannot accept such a position and I oppose the 
amendment. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I think we better stop b^re. I shall put the 
amsffdfiaent to vote* on Monday. The House stands adjourned. till 2-15 p.m. 

td-morrew. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Friday, the 9th May, 1947. 


Members Absent. 

The fdl Towing members were absent from the meeting held on the 8th 
May, 1947 : — 

(1) Mr. Kultanuddiu Ahmed. 

(2) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

*(5) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid jDhowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Abdul Ilamid Chowdkury. 

**(&) Mr. C. E. Clnrke. 

(6) Mr. llemendra Kumar Das. 

(T) Khun Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Ellahi. 

(8) The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran. 

(9) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria. 

(10) Alkadf Khan Bahadur Shaikh Mahammad Jan. 

(11) Mfr. Satisir (Chandra Jano. ” 

(12) Mr. Iluuiayun Z. A. Kabir. f 

(13) Mr. Abdul Latifi. 

(14) Mr. Nagendra Nath Moholanabish. 

(15) Mr. Ggorge Morgan, c.t.E. 

(16) Mr. A. McLaren. 

(IT) Khan Bahadur Mukhleswar Rahman. 

(3f8) Dr. KumtldSankar Ray. 

(19fi)r. Kaeiruddin Talukdar. J* 

(20) Mr. Md. Tauflq. * 

(21) Khan Bahadur Abdul Lajif Cha^dbury. 

(22) Alliaj Tat . Ali Khan. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1947— No. 42. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 

Calcutta, on Friday, the 9th May, 1947, at 2-15 p.m. being the 42nd 
dav of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section G2t~)(<i) of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1955. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Phv«.u» Singh Boy, k.c.i.e.) 
was in the Chair. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Temporary Deputy Collectors and 8 ub- Deputy Collectors. 

126. Mr. A. M. 8HAH00DUL HAQUE: [a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
charge of the Chief Minister’s Department l>e pleased to state how many 
teirqxirarv Deputy Collectors and how many temporary Sub-Deputy Collector! 
are there Y 

(/>) Is it a fact that there are some Deputy Collectors and a partly large 
number of Sub-Deputy Collectors* who are acting temporarily for over 
five years y 

(<•) If so, when do the Government propose to absorb them permanently ? 

Mr. ABDUL RA8HID, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of Minister 
in charge of Chief Minister’s Department): («) There aie 52 temporary 
Depute Collectors and 284 temporary Sub-Deputy Collector^ 

\(j) Yes, there are some Deputy Collector* who are acting temporarily for 
about three years, and some Suh-Deputv ( ollectors for ubout five \ears. 

{<') Their permanent absorption is dependent on the recommendation of 
the Public Service Commission and on the occurrence of permanent vacancies 
that are to be filled by promotion in the Bengal Civil Service and Bengal 
Junior Civil Service cadres, respectively. 

Khan Bahadur CYA8UDDIN PATHAN: Sir, it appears that one part 
of the name of Mr. A. M. Shahoodul Haque in whose name the question 
Ft.ind* is not there: the name printed being only Mr. A. M. Shadoodul. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is what. 1 thought also. I was going to pro- 
nounce the name correctly, when 1 noticed the omission. It should he 
Shahoodul Haque. I am sorry. 

Mr. BIJOY 8INCH NAHAR: Will the I'arlhmentan Secretary 
kindly state whether Government have taken as permanent Deputy Collec- 
tors nr Sub-Deputy Collectors directly and not from these temporary hands 
iu the meantime? 

Mr. ABDUL RA8HID! Recruitment has been made through the 
I’ublic Service Commission. 

Mr. BIJOY SIHCH NAHAR: Xo, Sir, my question is not that. My 
question is whether liovernment have appointed Deputy ( ollectors, etc., 
from outside from others than those who are now working in a temporary 
capacity. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: About that I want notice. 
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Numb* of tflopttbio doctors both i^istorod and imrigists'ttf in Beng« 

127, Mr. CHARU CHANDRA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister i 
charge of the Department of Health and Local Self-Government be pleaded t 
state — 

(a) how many registered allopathic doctors are practising in Bengal; 

(b) how many unregistered allopathic doctors are practising in Bengal 

(c) if the Government have anv register showing the names and part] 

culars of unregistered allopathic doctors in Bengal; 

(d) if so, whether he will place the same before this House; and 

(e) if not, whether the Government propose to compile the same at ai 

early date and make it available to the members of the Legislature! 

Th# Hon’blo Mr. MOHAMMED ALI : (a) 12,124 up to 17th March 
1947. 

(b) Not known. 

(c) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(e) No useful purpose will be served by the compilation of such a list. 


Meisago from the Assembly. 

SECRETARY (Dr. S. K. D. Gupta): Sir, the following message lia 
been received from the Bengal Legislative Assembly : — 

“The Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on the dlltl 
April, 1947, agreed to the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1947, a 
passed by the Bengal Legislative Council, without any amendment. 

Sd. N. AMIN. 

Speaker ." 


NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 

The Bengal Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We will now take up the Bengal Court ot Mao' 
(Amendment) Bill, 1944, as reported by the Select Committee. Mr. Abb 
Rashid will move his amendment. 

Clause 4. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I beg to move that in clause 4 of the Bill. ] 
the proposed section 7 — 

\a) in sub-section {1 ) — 

(t) in line 4, for the word “assumes” the word “takes”, and 
(it) in line 13, for the word “assume” the word “take” 
be substituted : 

(b) in sub-see tion (6 ) — ^ 

(t) in line 8, for the word “assume 1 ’ the word “take"’, and 
(it) in line 10, for the word “assumed” the word “taken” 
be substituted. 
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Mr. PRIIIIIMTi . Amendment moved that in clause 4 of Bill, in 
be proposed section 7 — 

(a) in sub-section (li- 
ft) in line 4, for the word “assumes” the word “takes”, and 

({{) in line 13, for the word “assume” the word “take” 

e substituted; 

(b) in sub-section (5 ) — 

(t) in line 8, for the word “assume” the word “take”, and 
tui in line 10, for the word “assume” the word “taken” 

e substituted ; 

The question before the House is that in clause 4 of the Bill, in the 
roposed section 7 — 

(d) in sub-section (1 ) — 

(i) in line 4, for the word “assumes” the word “takes”, and 
(n) in line 10, for the word “assumed” the word “taken” 

substituted ; 

(b) in sub-section (»5) — 

(it in line 8, for the word “assume” the word “take", and 

(u) in line 10, for the word “assumed” the word “taken” 

substituted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 4 as 
mended stand part of jtlie Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

('hiuse J. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause f> stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. ABDUL RA8HID: I beg to mo\r that in clause of the Bill, in 
he proposed section S, for the words, figure and letter ' become such that 
)»» order under section (> A could he made by the Proxineial Government 
or assumption of charge of his property hv the ( ourt , the following 
vords, figure and letter be substituted, nameh : — 

“whose property has been placed under the charge of the Court hv 
order of the Provincial Government under section G A become such 
that no such order could he made in respect of the property . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that in clause h of the Bill, 

n the proposed section 8, for the words, figure and letter become such 

hat no orfter under section 6A could he made by the Provincial Government 
or assumption of charge of his property b\ the Court , the following words, 
iguie and letter be substituted, nameh : — 

“whose property has been plared lynler the charge of the Court by 

order of the Provincial Government under section G A become such 
that no such order could he made in respect of the property . 

The question before the Houm* is that m clause o of the Bill, in the pro- 
' r,<; ed section 8, for the words, figure and letter heroine such that no order 
mdrr section GA could be made by the Provincial Government for assump- 
u»n of charge of his property by the Court . the following words, figure 
*nd letter be substituted, nameh : — 

“whose property “has been placed under the charge oi the Court bv 

order of the Provincial Government under section GA become such 
that no such order could be made in respect of the property . 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 5 as amended stand part of the Bill. Xht 
motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 6. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 6 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. ABDUL RASHID: I beg to more that in clause 6 of the Bill, ^ 
the proposed section 9 — 

(a) in clause (a ), — 

(i) in lines 1-2, for the words ‘‘assumes the” the word “takes” 

substituted; and 

( ii ) for the words, figure and letter “under section 6B” the wordi, 

brackets, figure and letters “under clause (a) of section 6B” be 
substituted ; 

(b) in clause (b), in line 3, after the word “proprietor” the words 
“or of any minor member of the family of a proprietor” be inserted; and 

(c) in the proviso, in line 3, for the words “assumed charge under”, the 
words, brackets and letter “taken charge under clause (a) of” be substituted. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Amendment moved that in clause G of the Bill, in 
the proposed section 9 — 

(a) in clause (a), — 

(i) in lines 1-2, for the words “assumes the” the word “takes” be 
substituted; and 

{ii) for the words, figure and letter “under section 6B” the word\ 
brackets, figure and letters “under clause [ a ) of section 6B” W 
substituted ; 

(b) in clause (6), in line 3, after the word “proprietor” the worth 
“or of any minor memlber of the family of a proprietor” be inserted ; and 

(c) in the orpviso, in line 3, for the words “assumed charge under”, the 
words, brackets and letter “taken charge under clause (a) of” be substituted 

The question before the House is that in clause 6 of the Bill, in the 
proposed section 9 — 

(a) in clause (a), — 

(i) in lines 1-2, for the words “assumes the” the word “takes” be 

substituted ; and 

(ii) for the w'ords, figure and letter “under section 6B” the words. 

brackets, figure and letters “under clause (a) of section 6B” be 
substituted ; 

(b) in clause (6), in line 3, after the w r ord “proprietor” the worda 
“or of any minor member of the family of a proprietor” be inserted; and 

(c?) in the proviso, in line 3, for the words “assumed charge under”, the 
words, brackets and letter “taken charge ^under clause (a) of” be substituted 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The . auestion before the House is that clause 6 a? 
amended stand part of the Bill- 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clauses 7 to 10. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clauses L 8, 9 and 10 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the Houae is that clauses 7, 8, 9 and 10 stand part 
of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 11 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr . ABDUL RA8HID: Sir, I beg to move that for sub-clause (a) of 
nise'll of the Bill, the following sub-clause be substituted, namely: — 

(a) for the words “of which it may take or retain charge under this Act, 
or which may be placed under its charge by order of a competent 
Civil Court’ ’ the words “which may be placed under its charge 
in accordance with the provisions ot this Act or of which it may 
take or retain charge under this Act” shall be substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that for sub-clause (a) of clause 

of the Bill, the following sub-clause be substituted, namely: — 

(a) for the words “of which it nun take or retain charge under this Act, 
or which may be placed under its charge by order of a competent 
Civil Court” the words “which may be placed under its charge 
in accordance with the provisions of this Act oi of which it may 
take or retain charge under this Act” shall be substituted. 

The question before the House is that for sub-clause (ot of clause 11 of 
t . Bill the following sub-clause be substituted: — 

(a) for the words “of which it may take or retain charge under thi« 
Act, or which may he placed under its charge by 

order of a competent Civil Court the words which may 
be placed under its charge in acordance with the provisions of this 
Act or of wfiich it may take or retain '‘barge under this Act” 
shall be substituted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that clause 11 a» 
mended stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clauses 12 to IS. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Clauses K\ 13. 14. 15, lb, 17 and IS stand part of 
he Bill. 

The question before the House is that clauses K, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 an 
8 stand part of the Bill. 

The mo^on was put and agreed to. 


Clause 19. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 19 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr ABDUL RASHID: Sir I beg to more that in clause 19 of the 
>dl i*n^e 3 for tKoH ‘‘assuie/the word “takes” be subst.tuted, 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Amendment moved that in clause 19 of the Bill, 
“ lme 3, for the word ‘‘assumes'’ the word takes he substituted. 

The question before the House is that in clause 19 of the Bill, in 1«« 3, 
or the word “assumes’' the word ‘‘takes he substituted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 19 as 
tended stand part of the Bill. * 

The question was put and agreed to. * 



700 


50IL0FFICAL BILLS. 


[9th Mat, 


Clauses 20 to 25. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clauses 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 and 25 stand part of tie 
Bill. 

The question before the House is that clauses 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 and 
stand part of the Bill. * 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Preamble and Title. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That the Preamble and the Title stand part of tin* 
Bill. 

The question before the House is that the Preamble and the Title stand 
part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, before I formally move for the final pas>in<; 
of this Bill, with your permission I want to move a formal amendment m 
clause 1 of’ the Bill, i.e., that for the figure “1944” occurring in clause l 
the figure “1947” be substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I could not follow you, Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move a formal amendment in clause l 
of the Bill. ( 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is the amendment? 

5 

Mr. NUR AHMED: That for the figure “1944” in clause 1 the figure 
“1947” be substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not necessary for you; that will be done lo 
the office as a matter of routine. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Under rule 67 I can move such an amendment, 
believe. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is not necessary for you to do so. You liav 
got a sufficient number of Bills on the agenda. Why take addition.! 
responsibility ? 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Then in that case I beg to move that the Benga 
Court of Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1944, as settled in the Council, h 
passed. 

Sir, l have explained the purpose of this Bill more than once i 
this House. At this stage I do not like to take much more tin$ in lurth*' 
explaining the provisions of the Bill. Sir, the importance ot the aniem 
meats to this Bill moved to-day ha> enhanced and is many-fold, as t n 
Permanent Settlement is about he abolished. Sir, altei tilt* abolition 1 
the Permanent Settlement there will be very little necessih for the Com 
of Wards. Under the provisions of the existing jaw the Court of WuK 
can take up, the management ot estates only. Alter the abolition of t b 
zemindarv there will be no estute. So the importance of this Bill has beconi 
two-fold or four-told at this stage. Sir. thP main amendment is tli 
substitution of the word “estate” by the word “tenure”. Sir, up to tin 
time the position is this that if % “tenure” amounted to some lakhs ' 
cannot he taken management of by the Court of W ards nor can the inuno' 
able property in towns. Though its income mu\ amount to crores, by th 
amendment the Court of Wards will be in a position to take over wanag 
ment of these properties, I mean the immovable properties, immovab 
properties in towns. This is the main change and the main provision « 
this amending Bill and I hope, if the Bill is passed, it will confer beneb 1 
on those proprietors who hold property in towns and also on those who hoi 
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tenures and other properties and the Court of Wards will also be liable to 
give protection to the properties ot the invalid, the minors and also the 
extravagant persons. The state will be in a position to protect the 
immovable properties of its citizens from ruin and frittering uway by a 
profligate imbecile heir. So with these few words I recommend my 
motion for the acceptance of this House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bill as settled in the Council 
be passed. 

The question before the House is that the Bill as settled in the Council 
be passed. 

The question was put and agreed to. 


The Indian Lunacy (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1943. 

('louses L L 1, 2 and o. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Clauses 1, 1A, 2 and 8 stand part of the Bill. 

The question is that clauses 1, 1A, 2 and 8 stand pait of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Title and Preamble. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Title and* Preamble stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that the Title and Preamble stand 
part of the Bill. • 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: L beg to move that the Indian Lunacy (Bengal 
Amendment) Bill, 1948, as settled in the Council, be passed. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Motion moved that the Indian Lunacy (Bengal 
Amendment) Bill, 1948, as settled in the Council, be passed. 

The question before the House is that the Indian Lunacy (Bengal 
Amendment) Bill, 1948, as settled in the Council, be passed. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Muslim Marriage Extravagant and Superfluous Expenditure 

Regulation, 1940. 

Clause* L 2, 2, 4 , J and (i. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Claris 1. 2, 8. 4, “» and <i Maud p.ut of tin* Bill. 

The question before tin* Hoii-e i" (hat clauses 1, 2. 8. 4, 0 and b stand 
’■nt ot the Bill * 

The question was put and agreed n>. 

Title and Preamble 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Title and Preamble Mund part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is that the Title and Preamble stand 
‘art of the Bill. . 1 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: i beg to move that the Bengal Muslim Marriage 
Extravagant and Superfluous Expenditure Regulation Bill, 1940, as settled 
a the Council, be passed. 
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Sir, it is a very important Bill from the Muslim economic point of view. 
It is a Bill which deals with a very important econonmic aspect of Muslini 
society. It is a social legislation. Its contents are very simple provisions, 
namely, for the formation of a committee of Muslim members of the Bengal 
Legislature to prepare different scales of expenditures as a maximum sum 
up to which expenditure at a Muslim wadding in Bengal may be incurred 
etc., according to the economic condition of the party. It does not prohibit 
necessary expenditure but prohibits only extravagant and superfluous 
expenditure and will also try to check the evil which is growing; namely, 
the evil which has grown m the Hindu society of giving and taking 
excessive dowries on the occasion of marriage. This evil has also entered 
the Muslim society and should be checked at its very biginning. It does 
not intrude upon that forbidden ground, namely, the Islamic Shoriat. It 
only puts restricts on lavish entertainment and festivities. Sir, it will cheek 
this policy. It is very useful Bill and I hope it will be supported by every 
section of the house. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Muslim Marriagp 
Extravagant and Superfluous Expenditure Regulation Bill, 1940, as 
settled in the Council be passed. 

The question before the House is that the Bengal Muslim Marriage 
Extravagant and Superfluous Expenditure Regulation Bill, 1940, as settled 
in the Council be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


The Bengal Hindu Women’s Rights to Property (Extension to Agricultural 

Land) Bill, 1943. 

Clauses 1 and 2 . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clauses 1 and 2 stand part oi the Bill. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: I beg to move that for clauses 1 and 
2 of the Bill, the following be substituted, namely: — 

“1. (1) This Act may be called the Hindu 'Women’s Rights to Property 

(Bengal Extension to Agricultural Land) Act, 1947. 

(2) It extends to the whole of Bengal”. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT* Amendment moved that for clauses 1 and 2 of 
the Bill, the following be substituted, namely: — 

“1. (1) This Act may be called the Hindu 'Women’s Rights to Property 

(Bengal Extension to Agricultural Land) Act, 1947. 

(2) It extends to the whole of Bengal”. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The question before the House is that for clause! 

1 and 2 of the Bill, the following ‘be substituted, namely: — 

”1. (1) This Act may be called the Hindu Women’s Rights to Pro* 

perty (Bengal Extension to Agricultural Land) Act, 1947. 

(2) It extends to the whole of Bengal”. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The questiflh before the House is that clause 1 and 

2 as amended stand part of the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Clause 3. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 3 stand part of the Bill. 



1947.] 


NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 


m 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I beg to more that for clause 3 of the 
Bill, the following clauses ibe substituted, namely: — 

“2. The expression 'property' in the Hindu Women's Rights to Pro- 
perty Act, 1947, in its application to Bengal shall include, and 
shall be deemed always to have included agricultural land, and 
the provisions of the said Act shall be deemed always to have 
applied and to apply to agricultural land in Bengal accordingly. 

3. Notwithstanding anything contained in section 2 where any person 
who, but for this Act, would have been entitled to any property 
has been in possession thereof or has made a transfer thereof, his 
possession up to the date of the commencement of this Act shall 
be deemed to be as lawful, and the transfer so made by him shall 
be deemed to be as valid as it this Act had not been passed." 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that for clause ,3 of the Bill* 
the following clauses be substituted, namely: — 

k *2. The expression 'property’ in the Hindu Women’s Rights to Pro- 
perty Act, 1937, in its application to Bengal shall include, and 
shall be deemed always to have included agricultural land, and 
the provisions of the said Act shall be deemed always to have 
applied and to apply to agricultural land in Bengal accordingly. 

3. Notwithstanding anything contained in section 2 where any person 
who, but for this Act, would have been entitled to any property, 
has been in possession thereof or has made a transfer thereof, his 
possession up to the date of the commencement of this Act 
shall be deemed to be as lawful, and the transfer so made by him 
shall be deemed to be as valid, as if this Act had not been 
passed." 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that for clause 
3 of the Bill, the following clauses be substituted, namely: — 

“2. The expression ‘property’ in the Hindu Women’s Rights to 
Property Act, 1937, in its application to Bengal shall include* 
and .shall be deemed always to have included agricultural land, 
and the provisions of the said Act shall be deemed always to 
have applied and to apply to agricultural land in Bengal 
accordingly. 

3. Notwithstanding anything contained in section 2 where any person 
who, but for this Act, would have been entitled to any property, 
has been in possession thereof or has made a transfer thereof, 
his possession up to the date of the commencement of this Act 
shall be deemed to be as lawful, and the transfer so made by 
him shall be deemed to be as valid, as if this Act had not been 
passed.” 

The motion was put and agreed to! 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 3 as 
amended stands part of the Bill. 

The motion was put hnd agreed to. 

Long Title and Preamble. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Long Title and Preamble stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, shall I move both the amendments 
together one for the Long Titje and another for the Preamble ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, you better, move them separately. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I beg to move that for tbe Long 

'itle the following be substituted, namely: — 

“A 

BILL 

a 

> extend the operation of the Hindu Woman's Rights to Property Act , 
1037, to agricultural hmd in Bengal .” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that for the Long Title, the 
blowing be substituted, namely: — 

“A 


BILL 


) extend the operation of the Hindu Women s Rights to Property Act, 
1037, to agricultural land in Bengal " 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that for the Long 
'itle the following he substituted, namely: — 

“A 

BILL 

o extend the operation of the Hindu Women's Rights to Property Act , 
1037, to agricultural land* in Bengal." 

The motion was put and agreed to. p 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the Title as 
mended stands part of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Preamble stands part of the Bill, Mr. Das. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, I beg to move that for the Preamble 
o the Bill, the following be substituted, namely: — 

“Whereas the Hindu Women’s Rights to Property Aet, 19-JT, purported 
to give better rights to womeu in respect of property in general; 

And whereas it has now been establi>hed that tlm said Aet does not 
operate to give women better rights in respect of agricultural land; 

And whereas many transactions have already taken place in Bengal on 
the basis that women had acquired better rights under the said Act 
in respect of agricultural land as well as other kinds of property; 

And whereas it is therefore expedient to extend the operation of the 
said Act to agricultural land in Bengal with retrospective effect, 
but with certain savings, tor the purpose of giving women better 
rights under the said Act inures peel of agricultural land in Bengal 
as well as tor validating the transactions reteired to above and for 
other purposes;’* 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved that f/»r the Preamble to the 
Bill, the following he substituted, namely: — 

“Whereas the Hindu Women’s Rights to Property Act, 1M7. purported 
to give better rights to women in respect of property in general; 

And whereas it has now been established that the said Act does not 
operate to give women better rights in respect of agricultural land; 

And whereas many transactions have already taken place in Bengal on. 
the basis that women had acquired better rights under the said Act 
in respect of agricultural land as well as other kinds of property; 
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And whereas it is therefore expedient to extend the operation of the 
said Act to agricultural laud in Bengal with retrospective effect, 
but with certain savings, for the p.urpose of giving women better 
rights under the said Act in respect of agricultural land in Bengal 
as well as for validating the transactions referred to above and for 
other purposes;” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that' for the 
Preamble to the Bill, the following be .substituted, namely: — 

“Whereas the Hindu Women’s Bights to Property Act, 19-17. purported 
to give better rights to women in respect of property in general; 

And whereas it has now been established that the said Act does not 
operate to give women bettei lights in le^ect ot agricultuial laud; 

And whereas many transactions have alread\ taken place in Bengal on 
the basis that women had acquired better rights under the said Act 
in respect ot agricultural land as well as other kinds of property; 

And whereas it is therefore expedient to extend the operation of the 
said Ait to agricultural land in Bengal with retrospective effect, 
but with certain savings, tor the purpose ot giving women better 
rights under the said Act in respect of agricultural land in Bengal 
as well as for validating the transactions referred to above and for 
other purposes;” 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the Preamble 
as amended stands pgrt of the Bill. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Third reading. Mr. Nugendra Nath Muhulanobish. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: May I move the filial reading of th* 
Bill? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: 1 am afraid you cannot. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It h us become more or less mv Bill. 
Many changes have beeu made in the Bill by my amendments. So 1 think 
the motion for the adoption of the Bill by the House may be allowed to be 
moved by me. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid, I cannot allow it. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Ma\ I >ay something on the subject? 
As to Ac first motion, munch as legauls the motion loi consideration of 
the Bill, there is an express piovision m inle Mule *i 4 > that the President 
ui his discretion may allow another membei to mo\e such motion. That is 
of eomse with regaid to the i oiisidci atom Mage and not the third reading. 
As regards third reading ibcreV only one mm turn and that m 67. At the 
initial stage it would appear tlmt the mb* pnm.mh was that no motion 
that a Bill be taken into cnnsideiatnm m In* passed shall be made by any 
member other than the memb**r-in~cb;uge ot tlo* Bill, but then there is the 
proviso that the President may allow aiiothci membei to move that the Bill 
be taken into consideration and parsed it, ot course, thtre were no amend- 
ments. And then comes the third reading and here the rule, rule No. 67, is 
absolutely silent. Kule 64<~> says Tt any amendment be made, any member 
may object to the 'passing ot the Bill at the same meeting, and such objec- 
tion shall prevail”, etc. That is ot course another matter. Now the question 
is if any one else other than the member-in-cl»urge ot tin* Bill can move 
that the Bill be passed and on this the rule is silent. 

Sir, I would urge that the* question as to bv whom a Bill is introduced 
before the House and set in motion. th«t is laid down in sec tion 54 and the 
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proviso to that section would prevail throughout the course of a Bill till 
the final stage and therefore rule 67 is absolutely final. It does not lay 
down any limitation. Keallv it is the initial stage at which it is to be con- 
sidered as to by whom a Bill is to be brought into the House for considera- 
tion. But once the Bill has been set in motion it goes on rolling... Section 
67 is absolutely silent. .•>' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Dutta, there is something in what you say, 
but you know very well that when there is an express provision in rule 54, 
namely, the rule which does not allow any person or member to move that 
a Bill be taken into consideration, other than the member-in-charge of the 
Bill, except with the President’s permission, and when section 67 is silent 
on the point, the construction should be against such a course. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: May I say one thing? First of all, 
there was one limitation imposed in rule 54, namely, to the effect that the 
motion that a Bill be taken into consideration can be moved only by the 
member-in-charge, and then the proviso concerning the relaxation of that 
limitation, but that limitation has not been repeated in rule 67. Appa- 
rently, therefore, the whole principle of rule 54 extends in this case also, 
there being no limitation distinctly expressed. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. The proviso to rule 54 expressly empowers the 
President to allow another member to move such a motion or that motion 
may be postponed, but section 67 is absolutely silent. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: But at? the same time, Sir, in rule 67 
there is no limitation. 

* 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is no limitation indeed, but there is an express 
proviso in respect of rule 54, but no such thing in respect of rule 67. In 
view of this, 1 think that the construction should be that the power is not 
given tc the President. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, the ordinary rule of construction 
is this that when there is one clause and when there is also a saving clause, 
both of them are to be read together, and being read together, attempts 
should be made to give the most consistent interpretation to those rules, 
and when there is no limitation in rule 67, the proviso to rule 54 will stand 
and apply to this case. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I would like to look up the point very carefully; 
so it may stand over till the next Bill day. It may be that on that occa- 
sion Mr. Mahalanobish will turn up and thus will solve the problem. In the 
meantime I propose to look up the matter. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: I hope, Sir, you will also give a ruling 
on this point for future guidance. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I do not mov^item No. V. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Why not withdraw it with the permission of the 
House ? 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Ido not withdraw it, but I do not move it today 

< 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You want to keep the Bill alive to be moved later onf 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Yes. 

The Bengal Land-revenue Sales (Amendment) Bill y 1946. 

The Hon'ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, today I am not in a posi- 
tion to accept this Bill and I would like to disfuss it further with the mover, 
So I would request the honourable member in charge of the Bill not to move 
it today. 
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Mr. BIREN ROY: As the Hon’ble Member says that he •would consult 
me further regarding this Bill I will not press it today 

Mr. PRESIDENT. You want to keep it alive? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Yes, Sir. 

The Bengal Suppression of Immoral Traffic (Amendment) Bill, 1948. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that the Bengal Suppression of 
Immoral Traffic (Amendment) Bill, 1946, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, this Bill was passed in this House and was sent to the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly and when this Bill was pending in the Lower House 
93 regime came into being and the Assembly was suddenly dissolved. So 
the Bill lapsed. But this Bill with some modification was enacted as 
Governor's Act. But as the law stands. Governor's Act will not be in 
operation for more than two years. For this reason I have reintroduced this 
Bill in the self-same form as passed in this House. It is a very important 
Bill which dealt with a social evil which is a curse to the society. The 
Suppression of Immoral Traffic Act was passed in 1933, but it has remained 
a dead letter owing to detect in the definition of word "prostitution’'. This 
Bill wants to remove these defects and some amendments are essential to 
make that Act operative and useful. There was wide-spread support for 
this Bill and agitation was made tor this Bill; so hope it will he accepted 
by the House. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: Motion* moved that the Bengal Suppression of 
Immoral Traffic (Amendment) Bill, 1946. he taken into consideration. 

The question before the House is that the Bill be taken into consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Bengal Suppression of Immoral Traffic (Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now, about this Bill time will have to be given for 
putting in amendments. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Any time you fix. Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then amendments may be put in by 30th May, 1947. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, the Bill was passed in this House and it was 
examined in the Select Committee. So, if so much time is again given for 
putting in amendments, then it will take another year to pass this Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Ahmed, our ideas have also changed from what 
they were in 1946. Therefore it is better that some time should he given 
for puttSig in amendments. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I do not think amendments will be necessary. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But tumf lias be given under the Rules. It is the 
privilege of tbe members to put in amendments to a Bill. Therefore a fort- 
night’s time should be given, i.e., up to 23rd May amendments may be put 
in. 


The Bengal Public Gambling (Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal Public Gambling 
(Amendment) Bill, 1946, be taken into consideration. Sir, this Bill was 
passed in this House and then sent to the other House for concurrence and 
the Assembly made some amendments and sent back the Bill to the Council 
with those amendments. When those amendments were being taken into 
consideration, the Assembly was dissolved and section 93 was introduced, 



m 


NON-OFFICAL BILLS. 


[&th Mat 


and so this Bill lapsed. It has been introduced now in the self-same form 
There is one kind of gambling in the cinema and circuses which is calle< 
a skill of the hand. By this Bill it is sought to be made illegal. This Bil 
wants to bring the definition of “gambling” and “gambling house” up t< 
date. With these words, I commend my motion, for the acceptance of tin 
House. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. Motion moved that the Bengal Public Gambling 
(Amendment » Bill, 194(J, be taken into consideration. 

The question before the House is that the Bengal Public Gambling 
(Amendment) Bill, 1 94G, be taken into consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I suggest 15 days’ time, i.e., up to the 23rd, foi 
putting in amendments. 

<Th« Urban Area Rent Regulation Bill, 1943. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move for leave of the House to with- 
draw the Bengal Urban Area Kent Regulation Bill, 1943, as Government has 
already got passed by the Legislature a similar measure and a more compre- 
hensive measure. So I beg leave of the House to withdraw this non-official 
Bill of mine. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it the pleasure of the House to grant leave tc 
Mr. Nur Ahmed to withdraw this Bill? 

(There being no objection the Bill was, by leave of the House, with- 
drawn.) 

The Bengal Intoxicant Liquor Sale Regulation Bill, 1942. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, before T move the motion 1 beg to state that 
Mr. T. B. Nimmo has resigned since I gave notice of this motion and I want 
to substitute the name of Mr. K. Clarke in his place. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Have you obtained his permission? 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I have got his written consent to put his name or 
any Select Committee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I put in a formal amendment? Onf 
of our members Dr. Kumud Sankar Roy shown a.s No. (3i of the personnel 
of the Select Committee for the Bill under reference, is not attending the 
Council sessions and so in his place we want to put in the name ol 
Mr. Bankirn Chandra Dutta. « 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I accept the amendment. Sir, and I have no objec- 
tion. So l shall now move the motion with the verbal amendments made 
just now. , * 

I beg to move that the Bengal Intoxicant Liquor Sale Regulation Bill, 
1942, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hmi’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali, Minister in charge of the Finance 

Department ami the Health and Local' Self-Government Depart- 

ment, 

(2) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(3) Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta, 

(4) Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal, 

(5) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(6) Mr. Haridas Masumdar, 
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(7) Mr. Cha44liury Moazzem Hossein aluis Lai Mia, 

(8) Mr. Abdul Rashid, 

(9) Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua, 

(10) Khan Sahib Wahiduzzaman, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within five months from the date 
ot reference and that the number ot members whose presence shall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Amendment moved that the Bengal Intoxicants 
Liquor Sale Regulation Bill, 1042, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Mohammed Ali. Minister in charge of the Finance 

Department and the Health and Local Self-Government Depart- 
ment, 

(2) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(3) Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta, 

(4) Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal, 

(5) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(0) Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

(7* Mr. Chaudhury Moazzem Hossein altos Lai Mia, 

(8) Mr. Abdul Rashid, 

(9) Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua, 

(' 1 1 h Khan Sahib Wahiduzzaman, and 
(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their leport within five months from the date of 
reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary 
to constitute a quorum shall be tom . 

The question before the House is that the Bengal Intoxicant Liquor Sale 
Regulation Bill, 1942, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

tl ) The Hon’ble Mr. M ohammed Ali. Minister in chaige of the Finance 
Department and the Health and laical Self-Government Depart- 
ment, 

(2) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(3) *Mr. Bankim Chandia Dutta, 

(4) Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal, 

(o > Mr. Lalit Chandra l)as, 

((») Mr. Haridas Mazunida#, • 

(7 1 Mr. Chaudhury Moazzem Hos^in alia* Lai Mia, 

(8) Mr. Abdul Rashid, 

(9) Rai Bahadur Dhirendra Lai Barua, 

(10) Khan Sahib Wahiduzzaman, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within five months from the date of 
reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary 
to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

The question was put and Agreed to. 
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Tht Bengal Famine Insurance Fund (Amendment) Bill, 1943. 

Mr. HUR AHMEDS Sir, before I move my motion, I would, wit] 
your permission, substitute the name of Mr. C. E. Clarke in place o 
Mr. Niromo. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: All right. 

Mr. HUR AHMED: I beg to move that the Bengal Famine Insuranc 
Fund (Amendment) Bill, 194-3, be referred to a Select Committee cohsistinj 

of — 

(I) The Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. Abclur Rahinan, Minister-in-charge o 

the Department of Co-operation, Credit and Relief, 

<2) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(8) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(4) Dr. Kumud Sankar Roy, 

(5) Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta, 

(6) Mr. Haridas Majumdar, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Chowdhury, 

(8) Mr. Ghyasuddin Pathan, 

(9) Mr. A. M. Skalioodul Haque, 

(10) Mr. Chowdhury Moazzem Hossein alias Lai Mia, and 

(11) the mover, , 

with instructions to submit their report within five months from the dat 
of reference and that the number of members whose presence shall b 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, may I move a short -notice forma 
amendment, namely, that in place of Dr. K. S. Roy, the name of Mr. Chari 
Chandra Sanyai be substituted? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Yes 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I have no objection to this amendment. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Famine Insiyjanc 
Fund (Amendment) Bill, 1948, be referred tq a Select Committee consist 
ing of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. Abdur Rahman, Minister in charge o 

Department of Co-operation, Credit and Relief, 

(2) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(8) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(4) Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyai, 

(5) Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta, 

(6) Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

(7) Mr. Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Ckaudhurv, 

(8) Khan Bahadur Ghyasuddin Pathan, 

(9) Khan Bahadur A. M. Skahoodul Haque, 

(10) Mr. Chaudhury Moazzem Hpssein alia* Lai Mia, and 

(II) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within five months from the date o 
reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be neceBsar, 
to constitute a quorum shall be four. 
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Tito nwgal Borstal 8choo!s (Amendment) Bill, 1942. 

PRMlOtliT: Motion moved that the Bill be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon'ble Mr. Fazlur Rahman, Minister in charge of the Home 

(Jails) Department, 

(2) Mr. C. A. Clarke, 

(3) Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitro, 

(4) Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal, 

(0) Mr. Satish Chandra Jana, 

(6) Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Roy, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rasid Choudhur>. 

(8) Mr. Sayed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhurv, 

(9) Mr. Haji Md. Yusuf, 

(10) Mr. Latafat Hossain, and 

( 11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within seven months from the date 
oi reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

The question before the Hou$e is that (he Bill be rtf erred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

The question before the Hou^e is that Bengal Famine Insurance 
Fund (Amendment) Bill, 1943, be refeired to a Select Committee consist- 
ing of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. A. F. M. Abdur Rahman. Minister in charge of 

the Department of Co-operation, Credit and Relief, 

(2) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(3) Mr. Lalit Chandra lias, 

(4) Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal, 

(5) Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta, 

(6) Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rashid Chowdhurv. 

(8) Khan Bahadur (Ihyasuddin Pathan, 

(9) Mr. A. M. Shahoodul Haque, 

(10) M^. Chaudhury Moazzem II ossein alias Lai Mia, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report yithin five months from the date of 
reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary 
to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Borstal 8chools (Amendment) Bill, 1942. 

Mr. NUR AHMEDS Before I move mv motion I would with your per- 
mission like to substitute the present Minister in charge of Prisona, 
Mr. Fazlur Rahman, in place of the Hon'ble Mr. Suhrawardy who was the 
Minister-in-charge when I gave notice of this motion. 

T would also like with your permission to substitute the name of 
Mr. Clarke in place of Mr. Nimoo. 
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1 accordingly beg to move that the Bill be referred to a Select Committe 
consisting of— 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Fazlur Rahman, Minister in charge of the Jail 

Department, 

(2) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(3) Dr. Kumud Sankar Roy, 

(4) Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal, 

(5) Mr. Satish Chandra Jana, 

(6) Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Ray, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rasid Choudhury, 

(8) Mr. Sayed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury, 

(9) Mr. Haji Md. Yusuf, 

(10) Mr. Latafat Hossain, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within seven months from the dah 
of reference and that the number of members whose presence shall b 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: May I move a short-notice amendment 
Sir P It is this: that in place of Dr. Kumud Sankar Roy, the name o 
Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Muitru be substituted. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I have no objection. 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Fazlur Rahman, Minister iq charge of the Horn 

(Jails) Department, 

(2) Mr. C. A. Clarke, 

(3) Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra, 

(4) Mr. Charu Chandra Sanyal, 

(5) Mr. Satish Chandra Jana, 

(6) Rai Bahadur Jogendra Nath Roy, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rasid Choudhury, 

(8) Mr. Sayed Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury, 

(9) Mr. Haji Md. Yusuf, 

(10) Mr. Latafat Hossain, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within seven months from the dat< 
of reference and that the number of members whose presence m shall b< 
necessary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Court-fees Bengal .(Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

Mr, NUR AHMED: I beg to move that the Bill be referred to a Seleci 
Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr 

Mr. ABDUL RA8HID: On a point of order, Sir. There is a mistake 
in the motion. The Minister-in-cha^ge should be Mr. Fazlur Rahman. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The mover In ay amend it. 

Mf. NUR AHMED: Sir, with veur permission the name of the Minister 
in-charge be changed. The Hon’ble Mr. Fazlur Rahman’s name be substi- 
tuted in place of Mr. Nagendra Narayan $oy, as the portfolio has sine* 
been changed. 
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Mr. HUR AHMED: I beg to move that the Bill be referred to a Select 
Committee considering of — 

(1) The Hon'ble Mr. Fazlur Rahman, Minister-in-chargo of Land 

Revenue, 

(2) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(3) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(4) Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta, 

(5) Mr. Satish Chandra Jana, 

(6) Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman, 

(8) Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud, 

(9) Mr. Md. Taufiq, • 

(10) Mr. Chaudhury Moazzem Hossein a has Lai Mia, and 

(11) the mover, 


with instructions to submit their report within six months from the date ot 
reference and that the number of members whose preseuce shall be neces- 
sary to constitute a quorum shall be four. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: Motion moved that the Bill be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — # 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Fazlur Rahman, Minister-iu-charge of Land 

Revenue, • 

(2) Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(3) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das, 

(4) Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta, 

(5) Mr. Satish Chandra Jana, 

(6) Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman, 

(8) Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud, 

(9) Mr. M3. Taufiq, 

(10) Mr. Chaudhury Moazzem Hossein alias Lai Mia, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to- submit their report within six months from the date of 
reference *nd that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary 
to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

The question before the House is that the Bill be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — • • 

(1) The Hon’ble Mr. Fazlur Rahman. Minister-in-charge of Land 
Revenue, 

(2; Mr. C. E. Clarke, 

(3) Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 

(4) Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta, 

(5) Mr. Satish Chandra Jana, 

(6) Mr. Haridas Mazumdar, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman, 

.(8) Mr. Abdulla-al-Mahmud, 

(9) Mr. Md. Taufiq, 



^ (10) Mr* Chaudhury Moa$*em Hossein aUat Lai Mia; and 

(|i) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report within six months from the date of 
reference and that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary 
to constitute a quorum shall be four. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I do not move items Nos. 15, 16 and 17 as a 
comprehensive Bill under the same caption has been introduced in this 
House. I beg leave of the House to withdraw. 

The Bills were then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The Indian Fisheries (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1947. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, as a similar Bill has been brought in thh 
House by Government for the conservation and protection of' fisheries, ] 
withdraw my Bill. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Leave has been asked by Mr. Nur Ahmed to with- 
draw the Indian Fisheries (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1943; is it the pleasurt 
of the House to grant him the leave? 

(Voice of “yes”, “yes”.) 

The Bill was then by leave of the Housp withdrawn. 

The Bengal Urban Poor and Unemployed Relief Bill, 1947. 

x 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal Urban Poo] 
and Unemployed Belief Bill, 1947, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 31st July, 1947. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Motion moved that the Bill be circulated for th* 
purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st July, 1947. 

The question before the House is that the Bill be circulated for the 
purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st July, 1947. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1946. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg leave to introduce the Bengal Municipa 
(Amendment) Bill, 194G. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that leave b< 
granted to Mr. Nur Ahmed to introduce tint Bill. 

(There being no objection.) 

The Bill is introduced. 

The 8ECRETARY: (I)r. S. K. D. Gupta) the^n read the short title o 
the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till 1-30 p.m. oi 
Monday, the 12th May, 1947. t 

Adjournment 

The Council then adjourned till 1-30 p.m. on Monday, the 12th May 

1947, 
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Members absent 


The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 9th 
May, 1947:— 

(1) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(2) Mr. L. P. S. Bourne. 

(3) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rasid Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

(6) Mr. D. J. Cohen, o.b.e. 

(7) Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das. 

(8) Mr. Eric Dermot Doyne. 

(9) Khan Bahadur Sheikh Fazal Ellahi. 

(10) The HonTde Mr. Abdul Gotran. 

(11) Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria. 

(12) Alhadj Khan Bahadur Sheikh Muhammad Jan. 

(13) Mr. Satish Chandra Jana. 

(14) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(15) Mr. Abdul Latiff. 

(10) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid. ^ 

(17) Mr. Nagondra Nath Moholanabi>h. 

(18) Mr. George Morgan, c.i.E. 

(19) Mr. A. McLaren. 

(20) Khan Bahadur Mukhlomr Rahman. 

(21) I)r. Kumud Sankar Ray. 

(22) Dr. Kasiruddin Tulukdar. 

(23) Mr. Md. Taufiq. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


First Session, 1947— Ho. 43. 


Tin-. Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 12th May, 1947, at 1-40 p.m., being the 43rd day 
of the First Session of 1947, pursuant to section 02f-t(o) of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, 19TV * 

Mr, President (the HoiCble Sir Bijoy Pk\su> Sixoh Boy, k.c.i.k.) was 
m the Chair. 

The Bengal Acquisition of Waste Land Bill, 1947. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, I am going' to mention a matter 
on behalf of our paity and in tin*, 1 can si\ . Sir. that J voice the opinion 
ot some of the member* of the othei paitio too. We are "till having our 
sitting* and wr ale continuing with the Bengal Acquisition nt Wa*te Land 
Bill, 1947. I have carefully gone thiough all the amendments, and 1 think, 
taking a veiy optimistie \io\\ of the whole matter, even it the hours of the 

sitting of the House were increased, that there i* the least chance of 

completing this Bill within even# peiiod of two months 1 sa\ two months, 
Sir. granting that the sitting hour* of the IIou*e will he doubled, li the 

sitting hours ot the Tfcou*e are doubled, whether it will he acceptable to tile 

House oi not i* a different mattei altogether, — hut assuming that the 
sitting* continue a* at piesont. at the late of two houis a du\ . I think on a 
most moderate estimate, it will take at least four month* to finish the Bill 
ill this House. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY : That would be taken at any 

time. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DATTA. My friend *a\s that period would be 
taken at am time. The whole thing depends upon the .spirit in which we con- 
duct the deliberations on the Bill. We aie still on clause 2 of the Bill. The 
recent amioinieeuuuit says that .something important would happen by the 
2nd June. We are living in a critical time in the history of this country. 
The whole thing depends on the rapprochement between the two parties. M?e 
hope that, by the 2nd June, some settlement would be arrived at. The two 
parties are still* differing from each other and there has been no mutual 
agreement* in all the discussions and talks that took place between the two 
parties and a* such one trembles to think what would happen in the country 
if India would not acquiesce in the decision given by Hi* Majesty’s Govern- 
ment. The question ot passing ^ Bill at this stage i* not important when 
there is the greater question of a dectsion by Ilis Majesty’s Government 
on India’s future constitution that is expected to be announced by the 2nd 
June, and it is only a waste of time to further proceed with this Bill. 
After the announcement by His Majesty’s Government a better spirit is 
expected to come when 4he parlies will think of coalition • and in an 
accommodating spirit the Bill could be passed in a much shorter time. Is 
it the proper time for us. Sir, to go on with legislation when there is no 
trust between each otjier and when indeed many of the amendments which 
have been tabled, why. all the amendments would he moved and the time 
of the House will be taken in discussing each and every amendment. But 
when an accommodating spirit would come in a matter which would take 
two months to finish may be finished within a fortnight. So I would appeal 
to the Hon’hle Minister, I would appeal to the members on the other side 
with this suggestion that this is not the time when we should continue a 
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Bill of a character like this over which there is some feeling. And when 
we find there is a gesture from the Chief Minister for a rapprochement with 
the Hindus for an amicable settlement in Bengal, is it the time to debate 
a Bill like this? Rather I would expect that an implementation of that 
assurance of that gesture would be indicated by actual action. 

This is not the time for continuing a Bill of this particular character 
over which every one knows there is a very strong feeling on this side ot 
the House, and when the other House has been prorogued we are feeling 
rather lonely. It may perhaps be thought that hereby we shall be given 
an opportunity for extending the hours of sitting of this House, but, Sir, 
if one is really intent upon taking time no amount of extension of hours 
will help in the least. I would therefore again repeat my appeal as well 
as my question as to whether the Ministry cannot now agree to the adjourn- 
ment of the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Bill is unfortunately not present in the House. So, I do not 
think I should assume to myself the responsibility of making any commit- 
ment in this matter, but I can say this much that if the Bill will take about 
two months if continued under present circumstances, but that if the House 
is prorogued now and meets after two months and takes up the Bill again, 
if in that case the Leader of the Opposition is prepared to give an under- 
taking that after re-assembly in the next session the Bill can be taken up 
and disposed of within n fortnight then certainly Government will serioush 
consider the question of prorogation of this House so that when we meet 
next we shall meet with the prospect of getting the Bill passed in fourteen 
days’ time. If he is prepared to give that definite assurance, then certainly 
we are prepared to agree or to accede to the request of the Leader of tin* 
Opposition. 

Secondly, so far as the question of constitutional changes being likely 
to take place is concerned, we do not know what the future holds for us 
The Lcuder of the Opposition has made certain references to what might 
happen if the declaration of His Majesty’s Government does not satisfy all 
the parties or elements in the country. But, Sir, we cannot go on the basi* 
of hypothesis and simply because there are impending constitutional changes 
we cannot allow matters to stagnate in this province. We have got to go 
forward, take up progressive schemes. So in that view of the matter and 
on the basis of the hypothesis that there may be constitutional changes in 
the country we cannot allow legislation to come to a standstill. That is ot 
course a matter on which we may differ, but so far as this particular question 
of the prorogation or adjournment of the House is concerned. Government 
will seriously consider this question, provided the Leader of the ^Opposition 
is sure that when we meet at the next session we shall be able to dispose of 
this particular Bill within a fortnight, as he has hinted. 

Mr. KAMI N I KUMAR DUTTA2 The Hon’ble Minister has asked an 
assurance from the Leader of the Opposition. Sir, I have already indicated 
my idea of the thing. The whole thing will really depend upon the state 
of things in the country after two months. Sir, the Hon’ble Minister wants 
an assurance from me whether if tbe House is adjourned now for two months, 
the Bill can be brought forward and finished within a fortnight. Sir, to 
that my reply is that the Bill can be finished within half the time if both 
communities in this country’ couli come to an amicable understanding ; if 
there is a rapprochement one can well say, why I ? but the Government ot 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge would be able to say that he would expect 
the Bill to be expedited as soon as possible, and if good feelings prevail I 
do not think it will be at all impossible to dispose of tbe Bill in course of » 
fortnight. If, however, the situation becomes unhappy, it will take 1 :> 
months instead of 15 days. Sir, the whole thing will depend on the state 
of things which will prevail after the next two months. 
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It has been said that law-making should go on irrespective of the situa- 
tion in the country. Sir, I cannot accept that statement. Sir, the consti- 
tutional change which is going to take place is not of an ordinary character. 
It is a change of a vital character and a good deal will depend as to our 
mutual relationships upon the shape that the change takes. 

If that change comes in a happy mood and if it is accepted in a happy 
mood the whole Bengal would be in a happier mood, and then why this Bill 
only, any Bills will be passed with the mutual collaboration of both the 
parties in the shortest possible time. So I think my statement would be 
taken in a true spirit. The Hon’ble Minister wants an assurance from me, 
hut I may say that neither my party nor myself can give him any assurance. 
But I can indicate the trend of my party that if the solution of the present 
problem is happier it will be accepted in a happier mood. On the basis of 
the present circumstances a status quo cannot be made. It would either be 
happier or worse. If it is happier then by mutual co-operation it would be 
very easy to pass the Bill ; but it it would be worse it would bo impossible 
to give any forecast. 

The Hon’ble Mr, MOHAMMED ALl: Sir, so far as the change about 
which tlie honourable Leader of the Opposition has spoken, it it is worse 
we also dread to think what would be the consequence and we sincerely hope 
that we would be spared facing that situation. So far as the situation 
improving i> concerned, no assurance from the Leader of the Opposition is 
necessan , we know that the woik would go on in harmony and by mutual 
gooil will and in that case probably not one Bill but 1 00 Bill could be 
passed in one da\ . So u'sunitfce about such situation Is not necessary. 
But assuming this e of atiairs continues, is the Leader of the Opposition 
prepaied to give a guarantee that he would see to the disposal of this Bill 
within 14 days, it the House is adjourned now ? 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: I think that the Hon’ble Minister is 
expecting too much from me. How can we give him any assurance? Only 
let us hope that things would come to a happier turn. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MOHAMMED ALl: There are three possibilities. 
First, the situation improving and prevailing good relationship for which 
we all pray. Secondly, situation worsening and, thirdly, the present state 
of affairs continuing. So far as the first two are concerned we do not want 
any assurance. It is in the third contingency — that is if the present state 
of affairs continues, then in that case will he be prepared to get through 
the Bill within 14 days? I do not want any assurance so far as one and 
two are concerned. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: I can assure the Hon’ble Minister of 
one thin^p* and that is that before I made my statement whatever I stated 
I have said in consultation with my party and I have said that with utmost 
frankness. Of course about one thing, namely, about the statu* quo , we 
are of opinion that we do believe that t he solution would either be happier 
or it would be worse. So wiiaf I watit to say is this that when a change 
is coming very soon, not at a very distant date, what is the good of hastening 
the Bill like this — and a Bill of such an important consequence. The 
continuance of the discussion of this Bill would only accentuate the bitter 
feeling of the Opposition. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: You said that the Bill can be 
passed within 14 days if the House is adjourned now? 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: If the solution of the problem is 
happier and happy things come, a Bill like this would be expected to he 
passed in less than a fortnight. But it all depends on the shape which the 
events of the country are going to mould. But I can say without hesitation 
that it would either be happy hr it would be unhappy, the status quo cannot 
continue. 
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The Thika Tenancy Bill. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAILUR RAHMAN: Sir, I beg to present the repo, 
of the Thika Tenancy Bill, 1947. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Yes, that was the first item on the agenda hut t < 
you were absent in the beginning we passed over that item. However, now 
what about the question of continuing this Bill!' 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN. A\ ith regard to the question o 
this Bill, what 1 find is that the session has sat long and the Opposition i 
not in a mood to allow the business of the House to be conducted wit} 
expedition. Mr. Nalmr the other da,\ said that they would be obstructin' 
the passage of the Bill and he also said that they would s<>e that the Bill dn 
not make any progress. 11 that be the spirit of the Opposition then \v< 
would have to meet that contingency and in that case we would have u 
amend the present procedure so that we may proceed with the Oovernmen 
business uninterruptedly. In view of the attitude of the Opposition w* 
would have to and we would he justified in introducing the guillotim 
procedure. We would have to introduce those rules in the form of a Bill 
This is one aspect ot the question. 

On the other hand, 1 understand the Leader ot the Opposition L express 
ing a hope that perhaps in certain circumstances, it may be possible 1< 
finish the Bill within a fortnight's time it the House adjourns now. 1? 
view of these things, the Government dot's not propose to proceed with tin 
Bill further this session and we would request you to adjourn the Houst 
aim dir. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir. before >ou adjourn tin 

House 1 would like to say a few words on this question. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: How can you' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But there is no motion before the House 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir. 1 would express the view 
of this side as regards the prorogation of the House without disposing <>i 
the present Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 understand. Mr. Hamidul Huq Clmwdhun, that 
the llon’ble Minister represents the views of your party. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: This is my own view. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Your personal views' All right. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir. I cannot understand tin 1 
present- attitude of the Opposition oi of the Government. It was n^t under- 
stood for a long time that the Bill was of a very controversial nature but 
it was considered to be of a very controversial nature because it attacked 

the vested interests -(Mr. Laut Cuaxdka Das: Address the Chair and 

not usO I am addressing Mr. President but speaking to the House, and it 
is a well-established convention to do so 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is it, I cannot follow you. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, on the question of the 
present attitude of the Opposition, when they gave notice of so many amend- 
ments it was quite well understood that the Bill was controversial not 
because there was any communal cleavage in the Bill but because it attacked 
certain vested interests and this question will always be there. Owners oi 
the properties will oppose the Bill tooth and nail whether the Bill is taken 
up today or tomorrow. The Leader of the Opposition has very rightly put 
it squarely 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, I aiu 
very sorry to interrupt you hut you are going into the merits of the case. 
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Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURYs That is what has been said. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: No, no. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Because we have wasted a good 
deal of public money and a good deal of our time in proceeding with the 
Bill in the hope that it would be finished but stopping it like this after reach- 
ing a certain stage in the progress of the Bill 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I believe, Mr. Chowdhury, it is not a waste because 
we have made some progress with the Bill. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: But, Sir, everything will lapse 
if the House is prorogued. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Not the Bill; only notice of the amendments will 
lapse; the Bill will remain. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: No clause has been passed and 
after the prorogation of the House 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Bill will not laps**. The Bill has been introduced 
and the consideration motion has been accepted by the House. The Bill 
will stand where it is except that the amendments to the clauses of the Bill 
will have to he repeated giving fresh notice as the notices of amendments 
already given will lapse with the prorogation of the House. If the honour- 
able members want to repeat the amendments they will have to give fresh 
notice. That is the position. * 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: 1 think we shall not have to recast our 
amendments or give them afresh because the House will be only adjourned 
and not prorogued and therefore these amendments will continue to have 
force because it will be an adjournment sine die . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But if it is prorogation the notices of amendments 
will lapse. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: That is a different thing. Now the 
suggestion of the flon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill before the Houhp 
and to the Chair is oul> to adjourn the House sine die. 

The Hon’ble Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Let me take the House into my 
confidence and say that i have not got the prorogation order of the Uovcrnnr 
with me today. Therefore 1 am requesting the ('hair to adjourn the House 
sine die and as soon as the prorogation order is received the House will stand 
prorogued by a notification of the order in the Gazette. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I appreciate the Hon’ble Minister’s point. Other- 
wise if the House is adjourned sine die and if the Governor’s order of proroga- 
tion is not obtained and notified in the Gazette it will lead to some 
complications. # 

So m view of the statement made by the Hon’ble Minister and by the 
Hon’ble the Leader of the Opposition 1 think the best course would be to 
adjourn the House sine die. 

The House now stands adjourned sine die. 

Adjournment 

The House theft adjourned sine die . 
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MEMBERS ABSENT. 


[12th Mat, 1947.] 


Memfctvt ataoivt 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 12th 
May, 1947:- 

(1) Mr. Sultanuddin Ahmed. 

(2) Mr. L, P. S. Bourne. 

(d) Khan Bahadur Syed Abdur Rasid Chowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Abdul Hamid Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. Syed Eazle Rabbi Chowdhury. 

(0) Mr. Yusuf Ali Chowdhury. 

(7) Mr. C. E. Clarke. 

(8) Mr. Hemendra Kumar Das. 

(9) Mr. Eric Dennot Doyne. 

(10) Khan Bahadur Shaikh Fazal Ellahi. 

(11) . The Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Gofran. 

(12) Mr. Gerald Joseph Kuman Hook. 

(10) Mr. Mmvgturain Jaipuria. 

(14) Alhadj Khafr Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan-. 

(15) Mr. Satish Chandra Jana. 

(l(i) Mr. Humayun Z. A. Kabir. 

(17) Alhadj Yar Ali Khan. 

(18) Mr. Syed Abdul Majid. 

(19) Mr. Nagendra Nath Moholanabish. 

(20) Mr. George Morgan, c.i.k. 

(21) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman. 

(22) Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray. 

(28) Miss Ethel Robertson, c.s.p. 

(24) Mr. Md. Taufiq. 

(25) Haji Md. Yusuf. 
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